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JMivend  at  0\e  Anraml  Cammeneemtnt  of  Ihe  Atlanta  Utdleal  GoU'ge.  ilk  Marth, 
ISTS.     Sy  J.  n.  Li>gan,  M.D.,  Prcfta»or  cf  Ghtmistry  m  llu  CblUge. 

Oram^Mos:  It  is  with  mingled  feelings  of  pleasure  and  pain 
that  I  tmdertake  to-night,  b;  the  appointment  of  my  colleagoea, 
to  disoharge  the  duties  of  Taledictory  speaker.  It  ia  always  sad 
to  say  farewell  to  those  with  whom  we  hare  long  held  pleosora- 
ble  social  interoonrse;  and  yet  more  ead  when  that  intercoorBo 
has  been  oonseorated  by  mutual  sympathies  and  devotion  in  the 
caneo  of  knowledge  and  truth.  Bat,  not  nulike  Uncle  Toby,  of 
Tristram  Shandy,  whose  garmlous  old  age  was  cheered  by  living 
over  again  with  his  yoang  companions  the  battles  of  his  youUi,  I 
aaanre  yoa  it  exhUarates  me  to  stand  with  yon  on  this  occasion, 
so  profoundly  interesting  to  you  as  the  threshold  of  yonr  ac- 
tive life,  that  I  may  bid  yon  a  hearty  Ckid  speed,  and  Uto  with 
yoa  again,  in  this  hour,  the  bright  dreams  and  fond  anticipations 
of  loy  own  commencement  day. 

And  ere  we  part,  young  gentlemen,  I  would  seise  the  oppor- 
tanity,  bo  auspicious  to  ns  all,  not  fot*  quafSng  with  you  the  rol- 
licking poet's  double  health  of  wine,  but  to  impress  upon  you  a 
few  well-tried  principles  of  wisdom,  that  may  serve  you  as  friendly 
beacons  amid  the  shadows  and  perplexities  of  yonr  future  career. 

First  of  all,  I  would  have  yon  to  realize,  in  all  their  fulness  and 
meaning,  the  reeponaibilitiea  yoa  are  about  to  assume  as  regu- 
larly constituted  members  of  the  medical  profession.  To  be  thus 
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endowed,  and  fnU^famiahed  with  the  knowledge  and  talents  equal 
to  its  demands,  oonetitates  one  of  the  rarest  of  those  phyeieal 
and  mental  oombiAations  which  mankind  hare  ever  honored  with 
the  name  and  attribates  of  greatness.  The  highest  type  of  hnman 
benevolenoe  is  the  consecration  of  one's  powers  to  the  good  of  his 
fellow'men.  It  is  this,  and  not  paltry  wealth,  nor  family  inHn- 
esee,  nor  eTen  genius  alone,  in  whose  memory  the  earved  marble 
and  imperishable  bronze  speak  in  every  civilized  land,  pointing, 
meanwhile,  to  the  sublimer  monnmeots  of  love  and  veneration 
enshrined  in  the  gratefol  hearts  of  posterity. 

Of  all  the  secolar  professional  aotivlties  of  men  there  is  non« 
more  nsefol  or  more  exalted  than  that  of  the  healing  art.  It 
eobsidizes  alike  all  the  energies  of  the  intellect  and  well  nigh  all 
the  resooroes  of  natnre.  To  be  a  great  physician  is  to  be  one  of 
the  gods.  The  superstition  even  of  an  age  of  civilized  paganism 
dedicated  splendid  temples  to  his  worship,  and  the  great  Master, 
the  Savioar  of  mankind,  while  laying  deep  the  foundations  of 
Christianity  on  earth,  consecrated  for  all  times  and  all  dvilizs- 
tioDS,  in  bis  own  divine  person  as  the  great  Physician,  the  troe 
dignity  of  Medicine.  Indeed,  so  closely  allied  are  the  two  great 
professions  of  medicine  and  the  gospel  ministry,  that  we  are  al- 
most inclined  to  demand  for  the  first  the  divine  call,  ao  essential 
to  the  last.  At  aU  events,  whether  they  always  get  them  or  not, 
they  both  demand  the  highest  style  of  man. 

The  very  fact,  gentlemen,  that  yon  have  made  choice  of  this 
profession  for  year  life's  work  is  strong  prima  facie  evideooe  of 
the  MmscionsneBS  in  yonrselves  of  both  intelligence  and  moral 
worth;  for  no  man,  baring  any  proper  notions  of  its  responsibil- 
ities and  ardnons  duties,  conld,  for  one  moment,  seek  to  aasnme 
them  unless  largely  ooDseious  of  that  pecoSar  fitness  A  base, 
sordid  man,  devoting  himself  to  the  charities,  amenities  and  self- 
Bacrifioiog  life  of  the  faithful  physician,  would  be  an  act  as  ineon- 
graoas  as  the  gathering  of  grapes  fropi  thorns,  or  of  figs  from 
thistles. 

Now  it  is  one  of  (he  first  laws  of  mora)  philosophy  that  en- 
larged responsibilities  imply  a  corresponding  inorease  of  intelli- 
gence and  vrisdom.  To  assume  them  witfaont  this  concomitant 
is  an  exhibition  of  that  fool-hardy  rashness  which  ventures  to 
introde  where  angels  fear  to  bread.  Hence  it  is  that  the  measure 
of  a  physician's  duties  becomes  the  measare  of  his  fitness  and 
Jris  infiaence.     The  first  is  an  inherent  element  of  his  calling; 
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Ike  second  is,  in  moBt  part,  supplied  b;  lus  own  indafltry  and  en- 
erg;.  Dispel,  therefore,  at  once  and  foreTer,  from  your  minds,  the 
bootleBB  notion  that  the  completion  of  your  college  carricolam, 
and  the  attainment  of  yonr  diplomas,  are  the  goal  of  joar  pro- 
feaeional  studiea  Ifoa  have  but  laid — reaghly,  it  may  be,  bat 
«arely— the  foandation  walls  of  yoar  medical  edacstion,  which 
may  be  jastl;  compared  to  a  temple,  whose  beaatifnl  soperstroc- 
tore  with  classic  pediment  and  eotablatnre,  enriched  and  per- 
'  iected  in  all  its  parts,  is  yet  an  embryo  thought,  nestling  deep 
down  in  the  ideal  possibilities  of  each  one  of  yon. 

The  largest  and  best  work  of  the  practice  of  medicine  is 
j^arely  intellectnal,  and  no  intollectnal  work  is  of  any  worth  that 
-does  not  oome  of  earnest  stndy.  Laborious,  unremitted  studi- 
■>aBne8s  has  been  characteristic  of  the  great  men  of  all  profes- 
uions  in  all  agea  Mr.  Calhoun  was  accustomed  to  say  that  if  be 
differed  inteUectoally  from  other  men,  it  was  beonnse  he  surpassed 
them  in  the  ability  to  study;  and  to  the  last  active  day  of  their 
^ves  neither  he  nor  Mr.  Webster  iqinld  ever  venture  to  speak  on 
any  important  subject  without  previous  careful  preparation.  If 
these  great  men  found  it  necessary,  even  late  in  life,  to  study  in 
order  to  discharge  their  daties  as  statesmen,  what  mast  be  our 
obligations  of  the  same  kind,  that  we  may  consoientionsly  and 
eucoessfally  combat  the  thousand  mental  and  physical  ills  to 
which  flesh  is  heir. 

Bat  besides  this  higher  moral  incentive  is  the  scarcely  leas 
vahiable  incentive  of  knowledge  itseU.  Knowledge,  like  money, 
b^ete  a  thirst  for  more  knowledge,  and  to  multitudes  its  puninit 
has  been  a  lifeloog  delight  It  is  related  of  the  famous  Dr.  Philip 
Syng  Physick,  of  Philadelphia,  that  on  all  occasions  when  biA  favor- 
jtfl  branch  was  not  interested,  he  appeared  dull  and  listless,  but  the 
moment  surgery  became  the  topic,  or  he  had  work  to  perform,  his 
eye  would  kindle  vrith  its  wonted  fire,  and  quickly  be  was  all 
aglow  with  eathnsiasm.  This  love  of  knowledge  for  its  own  soke 
is  especially  fasoinating  when  it  allures  to  new  or  inexhausted 
fields  of  research.  Medicine  still  abounds  in  these,  and  she 
beckons  yon  to  her  help  in  their  exploration.  In  your  prelimi- 
nary studies  you  have  been  gathering  general  principles,  and 
learning  the  names  of  a  few  of  the  instntments  with  which  yea 
are  to  work,  and  in  whose  nee  yon  are,  by  and  by,  to  become 
•killed^  but  there  are  other  principles,  and  taeba  innumerable, 
^Mmdeti  thow,  which  are  yet  to  be  discovered,  defined  and  olasei- 
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fied,  from  every  department  of  the  broad  field  of  your  profession. 
It  will  be  your  privilege  to  take  an  active  part  in  this  work  of 
dJBOovery  and  classification.  Yon  owe  it  to  your  country,  to 
your  fellow-men,  and  to  yonrselres  as  well,  to  do  all  in  your 
power  for  the  advancement  of  the  profession  of  your  choice 
Nothing  purely  selfish  or  meanly  illiberal  should  ever  mingle 
with  the  spirit  with  which  yoo  assume  the  duties  of  the  noble 
calling  to  which  you  have  consecrated  your  lives. 

The  ages  of  saperstition,  with  their  effete  despotisms,  have 
long  ago  passed  away,  when  men,  regarded  and  moved  only  Id 
naea  as  so  much  machinery,  were  wholly  ignored  in  their  indi- 
vidual powers  and  capabilities.  Now  the  mass  is  nothing  unless 
it  ia  the  aggregate  force  of  trained  individuality.  Every  man, 
however  unpretending  he  is,  may  be  a  power  in  his  sphere,  and  is 
expected  to  accomplish  something  in  the  grand  work  of  renovating 
the  world.  Tme  greatness  doee  not  consist  in  the  dignity  and  mag- 
nitude  of  the  work  which  may  be  assigned  a  man,  but  essentially  in 
the  motives  and  energy  with  which  it  may  perform  ii  Were  two 
angels,  it  has  been  beantifoUy  said,  sent  from  heaven  to  earth, 
the  one  to  rule  an  empire  and  the  other  to  sweep  the  streets  of  a 
filthy  city,  the  latter  would  labor  at  his  task  as  cheerfully  as  the 
other,  and  be  no  less  great  in  his  own  eyes  and  those  of  all  cre- 
ated intelligences.  Duly,  therefore,  and  not  human  apfAauae^ 
should  be  the  motto  of  yoor  professional  life. 

Your  noble  calliug,  embracing,  as  it  does,  so  wide  a  field  of 
learning  and  research,  so  much  that  is  minute  and  delic&te  and 
mysterious  and  even  heroic  in  the  contingencies  of  human  life, 
exacts  of  you  correspondingly  high  and  peculiar  qualifications  of 
heart  and  mind  and  person  as  well;  it  subsidizes  not  only  all  the 
attributes  of  the  philosopher,  bat  equally  those  of  tho  Christian 
and  the  gentleman.  But  we  must  be  more  explicit.  There  is 
one  power  which  you  should  cultivate  with  assiduous  care.  I 
shall  venture  to  call  it  here  the  medical  sense,  for  it  is  in  great 
part  peculiar  to  the  physician,  embracing  all  and  much  more  of 
that  intense  consciouaness  of  the  relations  of  cause  and  effect  in 
the  phenomena  of  nature  and  society,  which  rendered  Newton 
and  Uallileo  the  greatest  of  natural  philosophers,  and  iShakspeare 
the  prince  of  dramatista  It  is  something  beyond  the  reaoh  of 
mere  philosophy,  for  those  crreat  thinkers  would  doubtless  have 
made  a  poor  figure  aa  medical  practitioners,  lacking,  with  all 
their  genius,  a  certain  practical  ability,  which,  more  than  all  oth- 
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era,  has  characterized,  ae  a  cloas,  EDglieh  and  American  pbysi- 
oana.  Science  gives  brilliancy,  the  medical  sense  adds  practical 
3  to  brilliancy.  In  its  last  analysis  it  is  the  sagacity  of 
se,  brought  to  bear  upon  the  diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  diaeas&  This  is  indeed  a  familiar  phrase,  but  the  faculty  it 
represeDts  is,  perhaps,  in  its  highest  manifestation,  as  rare  as  the 
philosophic  genius.  No  culture  of  the  schools  can  impart  it,  and 
■o  privation  of  culture  can  wholly  suppreas  it.  Endowed  with 
ttiis  sense,  and  with  intellect  trained  to  its  ntmost  capacity,  man 
foes  forth,  at  once,  a  giant.  Such  characters  were  CuUen,  and 
Head,  and  Sydenham,  and  John  Hnnter.  But  if  education  can- 
sot  create  this  power,  it  can,  nevertheless,  greatly  strengthen 
and  increase  it,  when  it  is  feebly  present  It  is  to  this  that  I 
Tonld  incite  yon.  Vary  your  study  of  medicine  occasionally  by 
an  ineursion  into  the  domain  of  mental  philosophy.  Toa  will 
there  leam  not  only  the  laws  of  common  sense,  bat  nnmerooB 
others,  whose  friendly  light  shall  chase  the  gloom  from  many  an 
intricate  pathway  iu  your  fntore  comer.  The  records  of  medi- 
-«ine  abound  with  examples  of  men,  who,  deprived  of  the  advan- 
tages of  early  training  in  the  schools,  have,  by  dint  of  bard  stndy 
and  shrewd  observation,  under  tho  auspices  of  this  pecnUar  genini 
lor  medicine,  achieved  for  themselves  both  fortune  and  renown. 

The  famous  Dr.  RadclifF,  of  London,  was  once  asked  by  a 
yonng  man  what  book  he  shoold  read  in  order  to  become  a  phj- 
adan.  "Oo,"  answered  the  eccentric  but  gifted  Doctor,  "go 
Rtody  Don  Quixote."  It  is  not  related  whether  the  advice  wa> 
followed  or  not,  bnt  I  venture  the  assertion  that  the  inquirer 
tailed  to  comprehend  the  valoable  philosophy  concealed  in  the 
remarkable  reply  of  the  great  practitioner.  Books  and  learning 
are  proper  and  essential,  bnt  unsupported  by  medical  sense  and 
Ute  inductions  of  experience,  they  can  hear  no  valuable  fmit 

It  was  another  celebrated  physician  of  London  who,  being 
visited  one  day  by  a  man  who  naturally  enough  associated  so 
famons  a  doctor  with  a  great  library,  asked  him  where  was  his 
library.  The  doctor,  pointing  significantly  to  a  pile  of  loose 
bones  of  the  human  skeleton  lying  in  a  window  casing,  said, 
"There,  sir,  is  my  library." 

A  few  years  ago,  in  a  neighboring  state,  it  was  frequently  my 
iortnne  to  meet  a  poor  fellow,  whose  diaracteristios  as  a  pbysi- 
aan,  sad  as  was  bis  fate,  remind  me  of  the  principle  I  am  incal- 
^ating.     He  was  a  plain,  nnaasnming  man,  and  evidently  of 
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meftgre  culture  in  anj  early  sohcxd  or  home.  To  a  atriuiger  his 
dress  and  general  appearanoe  indicated  anything  else  than  tha 
iDtelligent  physician;  and,  worse  than  all,  he  was  a  hopeless  ine- 
briate. Tet  this  man,  when  sober  and  perfectly  at  himself, 
•eemed  gifted  with  a  sort  of  inspiration  at  the  bedside  of  the 
sick.  By  a  mental  process,  whose  rapidi^  of  analysis  and  de- 
dnction  was  as  remarkable  as  its  sagacity  and  ability,  he  arrived 
at  his  diagnosis  and  plan  of  treatment.  The  people  among  whom 
he  practised  regarded  him  as  another  Ambrose  Pare.  Poor  tfk- 
lowl  like  too  many  others  of  his  profesnion,  he  deliberately  and 
apparently  bereft  of  all  strength  to  resist  the  terrible  temptatioa, 
•aerificed  talents  which,  properly  used,  would  have  raised  bim  to 
wealth  and  distinction. 

Cultivate  with  all  diligence,  therefore,  both  the  spirit  .lud 
methods  of  philosophy;  not  that  of  Plato  and  Aristotle,  bat  the 
philosophy  of  Bacon,  of  Harvey  and  Jenner.  Like  Socrales,  how- 
ever, in  one  respect  I  would  have  you  to  be;  like  him  be  not  am- 
bitious of  originating  a  system.  Observe  faithfully,  accumulate 
facts,  and  be  sure  that  they  are  facts;  discover  and  defend  truth, 
and  in  due  time,  without  bigotry  or  bitter  wrangling,  the  tms 
theory  of  medicine,  as  a  science  and  an  art,  will  find  fall  expres- 
sion in  tlie  general  intelligence  and  improved  methods  of  th& 
times. 

If  any  one  feature  more  than  aiiotlier  marks  this  era  it  is  a 
lent,  cantiouB,  rigorous  scientific  induction.  Every 
ivbether  truthful  or  no,  is  subjected  at  once  to  the 
It  is  an  age,  too,  botb  formative  and  transitional  ;> 
aarks  are  fast  fading  from  view,  to  give  place  to  the 
bns  of  yesterday.  Whole  mountain  piles  of  effete 
ad  theory  are  Tanisbing  away,  while  new  forces,  w6 
1,  are  shooting  up  lofty  peaks  in  their  steads  No 
>dicine  can  afford  to  be  idle  now  Eind  hope  to  rise  in 
a.  He  most  needs  be  a  student,  a  philosopher,  or 
is  obvious  that  the  mission  of  this  generation  of 
to  accomplish  a  large  part  of  the  colossal  work 
performance,  preparatory  to  that  grand  future  tri- 
dicine  to  which  all  the  signs  of  the  times  are  so 
uting. 

ten  asserted  by  a  distiuguished  thinker,  himself  a 
physician,  that  there  are  more  false  facts  than  false  opinions  i» 
inedioiiie.    If  this  be  true,  then  it  is  only  the  connorvntive  inflo- 
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•nee  of  that  steriing  medical  sense,  whioh  I  h»e  described  a» 
eoaiiMDtlj  cfaftTMitenatic  of  Ene^h  and  Amwican  phjsioiuiB,  that 
«ao  at  all  aocoB&t  for  this  retoarkablfl  anomalf,  and  save  the  pro- 
feasioa  from  the  deeper  odium  of  general  malpractice.  No  B7»- 
tem  oan  be  truly  scientific  that  aboouda  in  false  facts.  If  tho 
tmatB  are  false  the  indnotion  ia  false,  and  tbos  far  the  whole  f^rio 
is  fidse.  Bat  all  the  facts  of  medicine  are  not  f^se;  jet  while  so 
loanj  ar«,  it  most  resembles  the  magniflcent  image  of  the  Babylo- 
nian monarch's  dream,  whose  beaatifal  proportions  were  oom- 
posed  partly  of  .gold  and  partly  of  imtempered  olay.  This  i» 
mingled  weakness  and  strength,  bat  development  and  not  demo- 
Utiou  is  here  the  law  of  its  reoovation.  It  awaits  the  tonoh  of 
the  magician's  wand,  who  is  to  bring  order  oat  of  confasion,  dig- 
nity oat  of  weakness,  and  transmute  the  entire  image  into  the 
beaaty  and  strength  of  homogeneous  gold. 

The  spirit  of  progress  in  any  department  of  knowledge  is 
always  more  or  less  contagious.  Distinguished  advancement  ia 
one  is  a  sore  pledge  of  a  corresponding  advancement  in  all  the 
rest;  coming  events  are  casting,  not  shadows,  but  light,  before 
them,  and  it  is  impossible  not  to  discern  in  the  signs  around  us 
that  we  are  standing  upon  the  very  eve  of  glorious  issues  for  the 
•danoe  of  medJcino.  I  say  eve,  but  it  may  be,  in  tho  nature  of 
things,  an  eve  of  long  twilight,  of  hope  deferred;  for  yon  moat 
not  forget  the  vast  multitude  of  objects  and  effects  and  canses 
and  complications  involved  in  the  mighty  problem.  I  only  mean 
to  assert  that  the  sun  of  its  triumph  will  surely  rise,  and  that 
now  at  DO  very  distant  period. 

Each  of  yon,  I  trust,  will  go  forth  to  perform  an  important 
part  in  the  consummation  of  this  great  work.  Keep  in  memory 
the  favorite  maxim  of  Aristotle:  "  Kegard  nothing  as  knowledge 
that  does  not  explain  the  causes  of  things,"  and  yoa  cannot  tail 
to  make  many  a  valuable  addition  to  the  fund  of  genuine  acqui- 
aitioDS  of  the  profession.  Accept  nothing  on  mere  authority; 
submit  it  to  the  test  of  your  owu  cKperience  and  legitimate  ex- 
periment. If  at  any  time  you  must  needs  bo  empirical,  onlj  be 
so  with  an  earnest  mental  protest. 

One  of  ihe  very  first  practical  It'ssons  which  yon  will  be  re- 
quired to  observe  in  your  professional  life  will  be  to  think  for 
yonselTes.  Indeed,  yoa  cannot  travel  far  with  your  badget  of 
•ot-and-dried  knowledge  of  the  books  before  discovering  that  the 
anions  fact  in  optica,  that  no  two  observers  see  the  same  rain.- 
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bow,  18  Bubstantia]];  trae,  as  w«ll,  for  other  objects  and  in  other 
departmentB  of  nataral  Bcienoe.  You  will  find  that  neither  pa- 
tients, nor  diseaeee,  nor  symptoms,  not  haTtng  studied  medicine, 
vill  always  hold  and  behave  themselves  just  as  the  books  aaj 
they  ooght  They  will  often  take  it  into  tbcir  beads  to  go  off  at 
a  sad  tangent  to  the  old  beaten  circular  path,  and  the  best  yoa 
eau  do  auder  saoh  oironmatanoes  will  be  to  lighten,  yonrselves  at 
onoe  of  the  burden  and  trammels  of  the  books,  and  go  in  pnrenii 
diuenoambered  and  troeting  alone  to  your  own  eyes  and  sponto- 
neons  resonroea.  A  man  who  can  neither  eee  nor  tbink  for  him- 
self will  never  make  a  physician;  but  if  to  these  disqoalificationa 
ke  add  a  large  fond  of  andacity,  be  may  become  a  prince  of 
qnaeks.  Sach  was  Joe  Smith  in  religion  and  Helmbold  in  med- 
icine. 

But  if  I  were  asked  to  define  the  highest  essential  attribute 
of  the  physician,  I  wonid  nnhesitatingly  answer,  heroiam.  M« 
Man  can  be  a  great  physician — a  Napoleon  in  his  profee^on — ' 
without  a  large  proportion  in  his  mental  and  physical  oonetitn- 
tion  of  the  haroie.  Self-reliance  is  the  chief  element  in  the  ehar- 
Mter  of  the  hero,  and  no  profesHion,  not  even  that  of  the  military 
eommander,  demands  a  larger  fund  of  it  than  that  of  medicine. 
The  first  and  last  lessou  of  the  physician  is  setf-relianoa  Despit* 
learning  and  books  and  prestige,  when  his  eelf-relianoe  fails  him, 
be  is  lost.  Bat  this  is  the  reqnirement  of  only  his  every-day  life; 
at  any  moment  he  may  be  called  into  situations  where  his  self- 
reliance  mnst  rise  into  the  moral  sablime,  the  heroic,  or  be  is 
equally  lost.  No  two  Ulnstriona  men  of  the  profession  possessed 
more  of  this  valuable  attribute  thun  Dopnytren  and  the  lata 
lamented  Nelaton,  of  Fran<je. 

A  short  time  before  his  death  Nelaton  was  called  to  attend 
the  Prince  Imperial  in  a  deep-seated  abscess  of  the  hip-joint 
Self-con  trolled  as  Lonis  Napoleon  was  constitntionalty,  the 
slightest  illness  of  the  Prince  always  nomanned  bim.  Nelaton 
f^Te  the  case  a  careful  examination,  and  decided,  with  his  Qsnal 
eoolness,  npon  his  treatment.  He  resolved  to  lay  open  the  ab- 
seess.  The  Emperor,  nervous  and  excited,  objected.  "But  it 
must  be  done,"  insisted  Nelaton;  "his  life  depends  upon  the 
•peration."  "Nelaton,"  replied  the  Emperor,  "I  see  no  abscess 
there,  and  not  the  least  indication  that  the  knife  is  necessary. 
lou  will  kill  the  Prince."  "Will  your  Majesty  leave  the  oaaa 
with  me?"  insisted  Nelaton.     "The  Prince  will  die  if  he  is  not 
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TcliflTed  of  this  abRcess."  Napoleon  then  reluctantly  coDsented, 
and,  taming  roaad  to  a  window  in  tho  apartment,  leaned  bia 
kead  opon  the  aash.  Nelaton  hastened  to  use  his  bistoarj,  bat 
oil  the  withdrawal  of  the  instrnment  not  a.  drop  of  pns  appeared, 
bat  blood  flowed  copionsly  from  the  wonnd.  The  Emperor  be- 
«ame  farionB,  and  mebing  towards  the  sargeon,  exclaimed  fran- 
ticallj;  "Did  I  not  tell  ;oa  that  no  abBoeea  was  there,  and  that 
70a  would  morder  my  child  ?"  The  aitaation  was  now  appalling; 
bat  Kelaton  stood  calm  and  nnmoved.  He  had  formed  bia  diag- 
bosIb,  and  knew  what  be  was  doing.  Qaiekly  eluding  the  graap 
^  the  IBmperor,  be  in  an  instant  planged  bis  bistonrj  a  second 
time  into  the  deep-seated  abscess,  nherenpon,  the  pas  baving 
been  reached,  escaped,  to  the  relief  of  the  patient,  and  the  com- 
pete vindicatioD  of  the  heroism  and  professional  eagacitj  of  the 
great  surgeon. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I  wonld  earnestly  commend  to  your 
stad;  the  biography  of  the  illoatrioaB  men  whose  achievementa 
and  home-life  have  adorned  the  profession  of  medicine.  There 
is  no  department  of  English  or  American  history  more  brilliant 
lor  intelleetoal  activity,  or  more  heroic  for  self-sacrifice  in  the 
•aoae  of  tnitb  and  bamanity,  than  the  lives  of  oar  great  physi- 
cians  and  Borgeona.  From  Bosh  and  John  Eaoter  catch  the 
mspiration  of  yonr  philosophy.  Prom  Jenner  and  Harvey  leai* 
to  be  tratbfal  and  modest,  and  imbibe  from  their  aohievemenU 
that  spirit  of  patient  investigation,  which  only  can  give  yon  aac- 
eese  in  yonr  professional  life.  From  Cooper  and  Syng  Physick 
dare  to  lift  year  eyes  to  the  ideal  surgeon.  Above  all,  be  devout 
vrith  the  gentle  Good,  and  like  Jenner  despise  the  meanness  of 
Mere  self-aggrandizement,  and  the  low  ambition  of  living  for 
popular  applause. 

And  then,  when  your  work  is  done,  when  the  heat,  and  toil, 
and  eacrifioe  are  past,  after  a  life  consecrated  to  the  good  of^ur 
fellow-men,  having  kept  the  faith,  and,  it  may  be,  crowned  with 
Ibe  bleesings  of  those  whom  you  have  lived  to  benefit,  in  tba 
evening  yon  will  lie  calmly  down,  not  to  die,  but  to  eoter  apoB 
Ike  fraition  of  a  glorious  rest  beyond  the  river. 
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OUNIOAL  STUDIES  TITE  L ASO£  HON-EUETIO  SOSES  OF  IFEO AO  - 
ITAHEA:  With  a  Oontribnt-on  to  the  ThenpeoBU  of  Oholen. 

(OoDtinaed  Inm  ptge  Tit  of  Uuch  Dumber.) 
Bi  AfJ^BBD  A.  WDODffTTU..  H.D.,  Anurnn  SoioiioK  V.  8.  Abwi. 

A  aptdat  Rtport  (o  Ue  Airjeon   (TennW  IT.  A  Army,  rm4  brftfg  Ihr  Af^anl^ 

Atxidemj/  (f  Jfntfcinf. 

The  preceding  pages  give  in  detail  mj  onu  recvut  experienm, 
vith  a  resume  of  tbe  modem  literature  of  ipeoaouanlia  in  dysoB- 
tery.  There  ore  mHuy  intercHting  points  thereby  suggested, 
which  my  field  of  pc-rsonal  obeerTation  has  not  been  wide  enough 
to  embrace.  But  fur  a  consideration  of  some  of  them,  and  for 
a  poTsuit  of  the  subject  in  one  direction,  attention  is  invited  ta 
the  remainder  of  this  paper. 

While  engaged  in  theaa  obBfrvationa,  and  in  the  reflections  to 
which  they  gave  hae,  and  beiug  led  Dp,  as  it  w^re,  by  the  cascH 
developing  onder  my  eyes,  to  employ  ipecacuanha  m  large  noa  - 
emetic  dosee  in  cbolera-morbus,  its  possible  usefulness  in  Asiatic 
eholera  occurred  to  me.  Aware  that  abiitract  reasoning  not  for  ■ 
tified  by  clinical  experience  nt  every  step  is  seldom  tnistworthj 
in  medicine,  I  have  nevertheless  felt  it  a  duty,  in  view  of  no  treat- 
ment having  yet  secured  a  fair  degree  of  success,  to  ei^Hise  the- 
train  of  thought  that  leads  to  the  supposition  that  this  drug  may 
prove  useful  in  that  disease.  I  do  this  with  diffidence  but  not 
deprecating  legitimate  criticism,  and  with  less  reluctance  booanse, 
at  the  worst,  it  will  oidy  add  one  iuuoceut  failure  to  the  long  list 
of  nnsucceasful  trials,  while  it  mny  lU-velopo  the  germ  of  cholera - 
control. 

To  explain  my  belief  involves  a  reciipitnlation  of  the  pathol- 
ogy of  cholera,  and  something  more;  and  I  therefore  embrace 
theVtpportunity  to  discuss,  at  the  same  time,  the  possible  mode 
of  operation  of  ipecacuanha  in  dysenteric  and  other  aSeotions. 
And  although  I  can  fairly  claim  the  proposition  as  original,  my 
subsequent  studies  h&ve  broaght  me  upon  indications,  notably 
Dr.  Waring's  (op.  oil.,  p.  361,)  which,  although  not  identical,  point 
in  the  same  direction.  I  conceive  that  priority  has  little  preoe- 
denoe  over  originality  as  a  claim  to  credit,  and  that  botb  are  of 
■mall  importance  when  compared  with  efficiency  in  the  allenatioB. 
«t  disease.    Those  hints  to  the  same  end  that  I  have  found  «c» 
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iMthfttU;  reoordod,  Mid  I  onl;  Mk  a  careful  reading  of  botli  tb» 
practical  and  theoretioal  parts  of  tliis  paper. 

It  is  not  praotioaUe  evea  to  enomerato  here  all  the  conceit* 
that  have  been  pot  forth  to  aoooant  for  the  pheDomena  of  Asiatia 
eholera,  bat  a  brief  notice  may  be  taken  of  one  advanced  a  few 
jeara  ainoe,  before  more  seriously  taking  up  the  probable  eiplan* 
atk>n  of  the  diaeaae.  TLe  dietingoiahed  names  of  Dr.  Geo.  John- 
wrn  and  Sir  Thomas  Watson  have  given  to  the  poison-to-be-elimin- 
ated  hypothesis  a  certain  foundation,  and  have  drawn  to  it  an 
attention  that  its  abstract  merits  might  not  command.  This  hy- 
poUiesis  is,  in  brief,  that  the  cholera  phenomena  result  from  th« 
inlrodaction  of  a  specific  poison  into  the  blood,  where  it  rapidly 
•elf-multiplies  and  spoils  certain  blood-oonstitaents  which  are  then 
q'eoted  through  the  mnoons  membranes  of  the  alimentary  canul; 
that  the  poison  ciroulatiug  iu  the  blood  exoites  coutraction  Qf  the 
nnacDlar  walls  of  the  minuto  pnlmuuary  arteries,  arresting  or  di- 
nuoishing  the  flow  of  blood  in  the  longs,  which  is  the  essential 
eaase  of  the  cholera  collapse;  that  the  copious  discharges  express 
natare's  efforts  to  throw  off  a  noxious  material,  and  really  form, 
therefore,  a  necessary  part  of  the  process  of  rocoveiy;  aud  that  If 
the  poaring  forth  of  the  vascular  excretion  be  checked,  (as  it 
possibly  may  by  opium,)  the  risk  of  fatal  collapse  is  thereby  in- 
creased. They  therefore  advouate  "the  evacuant  or  cleansing 
practice,"  and  propose  not  to  excite  increased  excretion,  but  to- 
facilitate  the  discharge  from  the  mucous  canal  of  matters  lodged 
there.  Gentle  elimination  is  the  key-word.  Hut  this  practice 
(exoept  when  abnsed  by  being  transformed  into  active  purging, ) 
seema  to  be  really  little  more  than  abstention  from  active  inter- 
ference, aild  a  trust  that  nature  will  effect  a  cure,  as  we  know 
that  she  often  does.  Its  greatest  merit  is  that  it  leaves  no  room 
for  and  reprobates  the  opium  and  alcohol  treatment,  and  it  ia 
actively  good  by  its  suppression  of  those  mischievous  agents.  It 
appears,  also,  that  unfortunate  practical  experience  has  aided 
theoretioal  reasoning  to  destroy  the  fabric  (Air.  Sedgwick,  Lancet, 
Oct  7,  Nov.  11, 1871;  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci..  Jan.,  1872,  p.  252.) 

All  the  other  conceptions  of  cholera-treatment  have  rested 
^toD  the  supposition  that  the  oholera-poisoD  must  be  combated 
«r  its  efleots  be  nullified  within  the  tiasues.  They  are  diverse  in 
their  tutore,  bnt  npon  those  who  bold  to  views  materially  differ- 
iag  from  what  the  profession  at  large  has  settled  apon,  rests  the 
hardeo  of  proot    The  cnrrent  belief  as  to  the  nature  and  cause 
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of  cholera  cannot  be  espreesed  better  than  in  the  eammarjr  of 
ProffiBeor  Alouzo  Clark,  {Med.  Record*  i.,  Nos.  2,  3,  qnoted  by 
Burrall,  Axialic  Cholera,  p.  ISfi,)  viz:  "It  may  be  stated  that 
there  is  a  poiuon  the  exact  nature  uf  which  is  not  perfectly  an- 
deratoo'd;  that  lUis  poison  introduced  into  the  eyetem  oansee  dis- 
torbance  of  innervation  or  a  sort  of  paralyaie  of  the  ganglionia 
nervoae  system;  that  this  le^ds  to  extensive  hypenemia  of  the 
alimentary  canal,  resniting  in  the  symptoms  described,  and  to 
the  reflux  phenomena  aladed  to,  [referring  to  the  lecture  fron 
which  this  is  t&ten,]  and,  as  the  disease  progresses,  obtiuning  more 
or  less  an  inflammatory  character."  Later  researches  all  tend  to 
«outirm  this  view. 

It  is  generally  admitted  that  tfa^  first,  or,  the  condition  of 
painless  diarrhoea,  is  the  only  stage  of  this  diaeaee  in  which  tfaer- 
apeatJcB  have  heretofore  been  of  avail;  and  there  is  fair  reasoK 
"to  regard  sulphuric  acid,  properly  administered,  as  at  least  on* 
remedy  that  is  reliable  in  the  control  and  perhaps  in  the  prophy- 
laxis of  that  condition.f  Favorable  experience  with  it  is  accn- 
mnlatiiig  ] 

This  watery •diarrh4Baic  condition,  when  not  aontroUed,  ear- 
liee  the  pittient  into  the  second  or  cold  and  dangerous  stage  of 
eholera.  Our  knowledge  of  pathology  is,  anfoTtunately,  too  limited 
to  explain  exactly  why  the  disease  may  sometimes  be  strangled 
while  at  others  it  developes  into  a  fiercer  type.  Bnt  there  is  o* 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  condition  which  calminatee  in  col- 
lapse is  more  than  the  legitimate  development  of  the  oncbecked 
morbid  agent.  To  employ  a  rode  material  figure,  it  may  be 
likened  to  the  leak  in  a  levee  made  by  an  insiguificaDt  shell-fish; 
bnt  when  the  water  pours  through  in  a  flood,  the  crevasse  itself 
is  at  once  <mnse  and  effect,  and  mast  be  cnred  by  means  so  re- 
moved from  the  first  simple  but  efficient  remedy  as  to  be  virtually 
distinct  in  character.  Neglecting,  as  probably  visionary,  the 
search  for  a  cure  that  shall  be  an  antidote  as  one  chemical  trans- 

■\ "  Its  action  in  chol^Td  ia  explained  thos:  The  oonteDts  of  healthy  bow- 
els are  nalaially  aaid;  bat  in  trae  choleraic  dlartbraa  the  alkaline  Mcnn  of 
the  blood  ia  poured  out  bo  copionslj  into  the  intestinee  as  to  render  their 
contents  no  longer  acid.  Aclda  not  onl;  restore  the  natnral  scidity  of  Um 
bowels,  bat  aanse  tha  endosmotte  aDrrant,  which  is  always  towards  the  alka- 
line side,  to  rstnm  to  ila  proper  eoarse  and  than  re-eetablisti  the  fonetion  »t 
kbaorption."    FnzBS,  Nottt  on  Atialie  Choltra,  2d  ed.,  1967,  p.  187. 

(Stuxk,  Tktraptu^es,  3d  e4,  i.,  pi  383;  Wahiho,  TltraptuOes,  adAm.  e4, 
p.  666;  OtranN,  PUi.  lied.  7^tn««,  iiL,  p.  U9;  B.  C.  Woos,  Thtrapmiica,  p.  SS. 
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forms  aootber,  we  ore  reqaired  to  find  a  treatment  that  will  oeo- 
tralize  the  oholera-poison  in  the  senae,  for  instance,  that  opiani 
and  belladonna  are  antagonistic,  or  aa  alcohol  ouunteracte  snake- 
bite. Some  one  drug  may  possess  this  antagoniam,  or  perliapa 
eombinationa  will  be  necessary . 

Preliminary  to  the  therapeutic  proposition,  a  resume  of  the 
pathology  of  the  second  stage  is  presented. 

Serous  diachai^es,  nsnally  profuse,  accompanied  by  painfol 
cramps  and  cnlminating  in  collapse,  is  a  oomprehensiTe  symptom- 
atic description  of  it.  Not  attempting  to  describe  all  the  patho- 
logical  appearances,  we  find  in  the  abdomen,  which  by  common 
oonaent  baais  the  brunt  of  the  disease,  that:  the  small  intestinft 
has  a  pecoliar  rosy  appearance,  its  mncoos  membrane  is  finely 
injected  aod  oft«n  shows  extensive  eochymoses,  and  the  coutonta 
of  the  bowel  appear  reddened  with  blood;  the  macoua  mem- 
brane and  whole  intestinal  wall  are  swollen  and  relaxed  from 
CBdematoos  infiltration;  the  glands  are  generally  swollen  and 
distended;  the  rilU  lose  their  epithelinm;  and,  in  brief,  in  tb& 
'height  of  the  disease  the  characteristic  changes  consist  chiefly 
in  extensive  catarrh  of  the  intestines  accompanied  by  detachment 
of  the  epithelium  and  oopions  transadattoB,  in  decided  thicken- 
ing of  the  blood,  and  eioessive  hypertemia  of  the  kidney,'  (Nv!- 
meyerf  Am.  fr.  8th  Genn.  ed.,  18C9,  ii.,  pp.  618-9.)  We  cannot 
look  upon  one  particular  lesion  as  embracing  the  whole  pathol- 
ogy of  the  disease,  for  the  interdependence  of  the  physical  fuuc- 
tioDS  Qpon  eaub  other  and  upon  various  anatomical  elements  im 
well  recognized  as  complete  and  complicated.  But  it  is  fairly 
nndeistood  that  preponderating  though  not  exclusive  influenctst 
are  exerted  over  different  organs  by  individual  and  varying 
agents.  One  of  the  most  clearly  defined  of  these,  anatomically 
and  pathologically,  is  the  distribution  to  and  control  over  the 
inteetinee  of  the  sympathetic  nerve.  And  it  is  generally  conceded 
that  the  essentials  of  the  pathology  of  cholera  are  found  in  it* 
profound  disturbance,  although  all  writers  are  not  agreed  as  to 
the  mode  \    An  artificial  derangement  of  the  ^mpathetic  is  not 

fScie  A.  CiiiBX  (op.  oiL  np.);  OasKNaow,  cited  in  "Bdbbuj.od  Asiatic. 
Chokra,"  186G.  p.  86,;  Huii  {Gas.  HA.,  Hoy.  24,  Deo.  1,  1S6S,  qaatcA  bj 
Boaauj,  p.  137j:8ai>o«riaK(Jtfcd.  Chi.  IWtn*.,  IL,  1S68,  pp.  1-42);  Jbutfu. 
MM  <£im.  Mtd.  Jiiur.,  Dec,  1B66,  p.  6-iiO):  Meiob  aod  Pepfbb  (Diaeastn  of 
CUUrtn,  4th  ed.,  |..  386j;  Pbpp£B  {Phila.  Mtd.  Tltntt,  i.,  p.  172);  Sbdowiok 
iLanod,  Deo.,  1871,  p.  644). 
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cholera;  bat  the  roost  of  the  choleraic  i^niptoms  may  be  indnceil 
by  its  perturbation. 

To  recapitnlate  briefly  the  leading  points  connected  with  the 
eympatfaetie:  We  find;  intense  hyperemia  of  the  mooons  mem- 
brane of  the  stomach  and  intestines  follows  extirpation  of  the 
coeliac  plexns  (Flint,  Physioiogy,  i?,,  p.  488,  citing  Somnel,  Jwr. 
-de  la  Phyt.,  Paris,  1800,  iii.,  p.  580);  Morean  showed  by  a  series 
of  experiments  that,  in  isolating  three  loops  of  intestine  in  a  fast- 
ing animal  and  dividing  all  the  nerres  passing  to  the  middle  loop, 
it  was  foond  next  day  filled  with  clear  alkaline  liquid,  colorless 
■or  slightly  opaline,  while  those  with  the  nerves  intact  were  empty 
and  the  mucons  membrane  was  dry  (Flint,  iv.,  p.  4S4,  citing  Ho- 
reao,  Bui  tacad.  Med..  Paris,  1860  [?},  xxxt.,  p.  888);  these  "oIk 
f«rvatioQ8  on  the  influence  of  the  sympathetic  nerves  upon  th« 
tiecretion  of  liquid  by  the  intestinal  canal,  are  pecnlisTly  interest- 
ing in  their  bearing  upon  the  sadden  occurrence  of  watery  diar- 
rboea"  [and  of  cholera]  (Flint,  iv.,  p.  434);  experiments  of  Pay- 
rani  "show  that  the  sympathetic  has  a  remarkable  influence  over 
the  secretion  of  urine.  *  *  When  the  sympathetio  in  divided 
the  quantity  of  arine  and  area  sinks  to  the  minimnm  "  (Flint,  iv., 
p.  434,  fr.  Comptes  rendus,  Paris,  1870,  lis.,  p.  1800);  "the  rice- 
water  flux  *  *  may  occar  also  in  other  [than  cholera]  oases 
in  which,  aa  tn  cholera,  there  is  a  nenro-paralytic  condition  of 
the  digestive  canal"  (Sedgwick,  Lancet,  Dec.,  1871,  p.  644). 
Besides  the  foregoing  established  facts,  there  is  a  generally  ac- 
knowledged, but  not  yet  clearly  explained,  conneotioD  between 
tlie  function  of  perspiration,  physiological  and  patholo^cal,  and 
the  influence  of  the  sympathetic.  (See,  particularly,  a  valuable 
paper  by  W.  Pepper,  PkUa.  Mud.  Timen,  i.,  p.  173;  also  Flint,  iiL, 
p.  188,  Smdu  Arch.  Qen.  Med.*  Sept.,  1869,  p.  286;  Bartholow, 
Am.  JouT.  Pnyck.  Med.*  Jan.,  1869,  p.  184;  Ogle,  Med.  Ghir. 
Tram.,'  Iii.,  1869,  p.  151).  Condie  remarks  (Peters,  op.  cii.,  p. 
78.)  that  in  cholera  "  this  copious  perspiration  is  generally  not 
4lwelt  upon  with  sufficient  emphasis,  for  it  is  a  soorce  of  great 
4;xhaQBtion;  it  sets  in  early  in  the  attack  and  becmnes  excessive 
towards  the  close  of  fatal  coses." 

It  is,  however,  probable  that  the  sympathetic  googlia  are  not 
independent  nerve  oentres,  and  therefore  the  spinal  nerves  are 
likely  to  be  imphcated.  It  is  also  probable  that  the  pneumogaft- 
trio,  cHpecially,  is  involved  in  the  general  nervoos  distarbanoe  of 
thin  diseaw!,  for  its  brau'-bes  to  the  small  inteetine  are  very  nun^ 
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«jroafl,  (Kollfoaiui;  Flint, ».,  p.  211;)  and  it  ooold  hardl;  escape 
beii^  involveil  either  direotl;  or  reflexly;  but  «xactly  what  part 
jt  plays  has  not  been  clearly  made  oat 

To  the  forc^;oing  I  add  other  explanatory  quotations,  for  I 
bave  nottiing  new  to  preseat  on  the  pathology  of  the  disease. 
And  these,  with  what  has  already  been  noted,  complete  the  patho- 
logical deeeription  of  the  second  stage.  Jeaf&eson,  writing  "  On 
the  Pathology  of  Cholera  Collapse,"  {Sdin.  Med.  Jour.,  1666, 
aii,  p.  1,)  asks,  partly  in  ariticiem  of  Br.  Johnson's  hypothesis  and 
purtly  in  BDpport  of  the  idea  that  the  intestinal  irritation  is  the 
eanse  of  the  oollapse,  "If  this  state  [i.e.,  the  intense  intestinal 
eoBgestion  of  collapse]  were  prodac«d  by  a  apedal  poison  acting 
npoB  the  nerve  centres,  eTen,  which  regulate  the  supply  of  blood 
JB  the  arteries  generally,  bow  does  it  happen  that  the  nerres  and 
arteries  of  the  intestines  are  either  exempted  from  the  pecitliar 
nfloence  or  are  acted  npon  in  jnat  the  reverse  manner;  the  small 
intextinefi  (and  in  a  less  degree  the  large  intestines)  being  the 
only  portion  of  the  body  to  which  an  active  determination  of 
blood  has  occarred?"  (p.  630.)  Thij  question  finds  a  positive  an- 
swer in  Flint's  words,  where  he  discusses  the  experiments  of 
Cyon  on  the  depressor  nerve:  "  We  are  snfSoiently  fiuniliar  with 
reflex  paralysing  action  npon  the  blood-vessels  through  the  sym- 
pathetic ^Ht«m;  and  when  we  call  to  mind  the  immense  extent 
of  the  abdominal  vancnlar  system  we  can  readily  understand  how, 
if  the  resistance  to  the  flow  of  blood  be  diminished  by  paralysis 
of  the  muscular  coats  of  the  small  arteries,  the  pressure  in  the 
large  arteries  would  be  reduced  "  (iv,,  p.  232). 

Dr.  Jeafireson,  in  the  same  article,  describes  the  whole  ab- 
sorroal  coaditionthus:  "The  chain  of  caosatioB  appears  to  be  the 
Mlowing:  A  poison  in  the  alimentary  canal  acts  there  as  a  direct 
irritant,  causing  more  or  less  rapidly-developed  oongestdon  and 
inflammation  of  the  whole  small  intestine,  to  which  much  blood 
i»  determined.  The  inteetine,  meaning  by  the  term  the  tissue  of 
the  varions  coats,  beeomes  full  and  turgid,  and  acutely  oedemat- 
ons,  whereby  a  strong  rapidly-developed  impression,  resulting  in 
Mhock,  is  made  npon  the  innumerable  and  widely-spread  branches 
of  the  sympathetic  from  the  solar  plexus  by  which  the  duodenum, 
jejnnom  and  ileum  are  supplied.  [I  do  not  understand  that  tbe 
Aoek  is  neceaurily  or  probably  due,  as  Dr.  Jeaffi«son  expresses 
it,  to  afflnx  ctf  blood,  but  that,  rather,  the  afl^ox  follows  the  par- 
alysis of  the  abdominal  sympathetic  from  some  toxic  principle 
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directly  affecting  it — a-a-w.]  The  well-known  intimate  coa- 
nectioD  of  the  solar  pt^xoB  with  the  BpUnchnic  and  pneamogan- 
trio  nerves,  and  also  with  the  posterior  roots  of  the  oorreapoad- 
ing  spinal  nervea,  inanrea  the  diffase  spread  of  this  impressiom, 
amoonting  to  a  shock,  from  which  reBulta  a  general  slow  ooutrac- 
tion  of  the  organic  mnscnlar  fibres  of  the  whole  arterial  system, 
affecting  not  only  tiie  pulmonary  artery  but  the  systemic  arteries, 
inclading  those  of  the  kidneys  and  spleen,  which  are  fonnd  an»- 
mic  after  death,  and  also  inclading,  in  all  probability,  the  hepatio 
artaiy,  though,  from  the  pecoUar  nature  of  the  circulation  in  tha 
liver,  the  efiects  there  are  less  manifest "  (p.  631). 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  in  a  very  valuable  article  '  On  Some  Analogiea 
of  Cholera  in  which  Suf^reasion  of  Urine  is  not  accompanied 
by  symptoms  of  Unemio  Poisoning,'  {ifed.  Chir.  Trans.,  11, 
1868,  p.  1,)  very  clearly  shows  that  the  ingestion  of  certain  sub- 
stances which  might  be  presumed  to  cause  blood-poisoning,  such 
as  decaying  animal  antl  vegetable  matters,  milk  that  has  under- 
gone some  morbid  change,  various  fungi,  but  also  violent  irri  - 
tanls.f  as  excessive  doses  of  arsenic,  nitric  acid  and  other  cor- 
rosive poisons,  and  farther,  many  severe  accidents  and  incndents 
attending  on  disease,  as  wounds  of  the  abdomen,  and  lacerations 
and  perforations  of  the  stomach  and  npper  intestines,  indace  a 
collapse  that  tn  no  essential  respect  can  be  distinguished  from 
that  of  cholera.  He  saya:  "There  will  not,  however,  be  much 
difQoulty  in  recognizing,  on  further  inquiry,  that,  whether  the 
mischief  be  the  reanlt  of  perforation  or  of  obstruction  of  the 
small  intdstine,  the  sappressioa  of  urine  which  results  from  it 
must  be  regarded  chiefly  as  an  indication  of  the  intensity  of  the 
collapse,  consequent  on  the  comparative  suddenness  of  the  mis- 
chief, and  its  nearness  to  the  abdominal  centre  of  the  sympa- 
thetic nervous  system;  in  the  same  way  that  a  corresponding 
suppression  occurs  in  severe  cases  of  cholera,  whilst  in  mild 
cases  of  this  disease  which  it  has  been  customary  to  refer  to  ati 
oholeraio  diarrhoea,  there  may  be,  and  usually  is,  the  character- 
istic fiux  without  any  suppression  of  urine"  (p.  27).  Amon^i 
other  contingencies  in  which  the  collapsed  condition  with  urinary 

}Ta  speak  of  '  "irritanls,"  "irriteting  substADoee,"  etc.,  in  the  bovels,' 
often  mialcflds.  UsBaUy  irrilsUon  is  looked  upon  as  akin  to  BtimQlatioiii 
bat  »a  used  in  the  text  the  focts  will  be  quite  km  wall  Duderatood  bj  detrfirib- 
ing  them  lui  'paralyung,'  which  is  the  atAte  of  the  caae  Mtar  as  the  nerrooa 
ayetem  iB  ooniiemed.— i.  a.  w. 
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Bnpi)rcssion  occurs  is  intestinal  obeti-nction,  and  it  has  g«ner&l]y 
been  accounted  for  by  the  degree  of  peritoneal  iDflamm&tion  or 
the  amount  of  Toiuiting:  but  Mr.  Sedgwick  points  out  "that  any 
GotTclfttioD  whicli  niny  exist  between  vomiting  and  suppression 
of  arine  in  these  cases  appears  to  be  simply  the  result  of  both 
conditions  being  primarily  dependent  on  the  aflfection  of  the  ab- 
dominal nervous  system  "  (p.  ;)4).  Attention  is  particularly 
invited  to  this  opinion,  as  consonant  with  the  oiiglnal  views  to 
l>e  espreesed  later  in  this  paper.  And  in  reply  to  those  authors 
who  snppose  "that  the  suppression  of  urine,  if  not  the  collapse 
itself,  is  essentially  dependent  in  cases  of  cbalera  on  the  flux 
from  the  stomach  and  bowels,"  he  asserts  that  "not  only  is  there 
ample  e^-ldence  derived  from  direct  observation  to  refute  it,  in 
addition  to  the  evidence  which  has  been  adduced  from  analc^iy, 
but  that  there  is,  moreover,  a  self-destructive  fallacy  in  thus  aap- 
posing  that  the  digestive  canal  could  serve  for  the  complete  es- 
cape of  excremontitial  matter  usually  discharged  by  another  oat- 
let,  whilst  the  elimination  of  excrementitial  matter  proper  to  the 
canal  itself  is  completely  checked.  Fo»  just  in  the  same  way 
that  jaundice  results  from  the  increasing  accumulation  of  the 
essential  elements  of  bile  in  the  blood,  and  anemic  poisoning 
from  the  increasing  accumulation  of  urea,  so  Uie  absence  of  these 
two  morbid  conditions  shows  that  during  coHapse  there  is  no 
excess  of  cxerementitious  matter  for  either  the  kidneys  or  the 
liver  to  eliminate,  and  therefore  no  urine  is  conveyed  to  the  blad- 
der and  no  bile  to  the  alimentary  canal"  (p.  41). 

We  may  well  agree  with  Mr.  Sedgwick  that  "  nithutigh  anal- 
ogy can  only  be  referred  to  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  indirect 
evidence,  yet,  on  the  present  occasion,  this  is  so  strongly  in  favor 
of  cholera  being  primarily  due  to  an  affection  of  the  sympathetic 
nervoas  system  developed  through  the  medium  of  the  digestive 
canal,  as  scarcely  to  need  any  further  evidence  to  support  it" 
(p.  42).  And  we  may  credit  the  statement  of  Dr.  Davey,  whom 
he  quotes,  that  "  the  fatal  depression  in  cholera,  consisting  in  the 
complete  annihilation  of  the  action  of  all  the  vital  organs,  may 
be  at  any  time  simulated  by  pressing  the  solar  ganglion  on  the 
fore  part  of  the  bodies  of  the  vertebne  over  which  it  lies"  (p.  4.t). 
And,  as  Mr.  Sedgwick  remarks  in  a  postscript,  important 
evidence  in  support  of  that  argument  has  been  supplied  by  &f. 
Uoreau's  experiments  (already  cited)  on  section  of  the  abdom- 
inal nervea  in  relation  to  intestinal  flux. 
Vol.  Xin.— No.  1.~2, 
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When  death  does  not  occur  in  the  condition  of  collapse,  the 
stage  of  reaction  sets  in.  This  is  generally  admitted  to  be  a 
febrile  state  that  ia  to  be  treated  on  general  principles,  bearing 
in  mind  both  the  nervous  prostration  lately  undergone  and  the 
possibility  of  reindncing  it  by  want  of  care. 

This  recapitulation,  containing  nothiiig  that  is  original  or  has 
not  been  published  before,  may  seem  superfluous;  but  it  is  made 
s  part  of  this  paper  for  convenience  of  reference. 

We  have  now  reviewed  the  experimental  nse  of  ipecacuanha 
in  bowel  affections,  and  have  presented  an  outliae  of  the  pathol- 
ogy of  Asiatic  cholera  as  at  present  held.  It  remains  to  bring 
the  two  into  efficient  accord. 

The  present  state  of  medical  science  does  not  permit  as  to 
generalize  nor  even  to  frame  a  plausible  hypothesis  npon  the 
correlation  of  diseases,  except  in  a  very  limited  and  doabtfu]  de- 
gree.  But  neither  does  it  allow  us  to  consider  them  as  isolated 
foreign  entities,  that  may  be  implanted  or  plucked  out  of  the 
human  system  as  integers.  There  is  often  an  nndeniable  blend- 
ing, and  the  distinction  between  members  of  many  wall-marked 
groups  is  frequently  one  that  implies  affinity  b»  well  as  diversity. 
Thus,  erysipelas  and  puerperal  fever,  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever, 
are  examples  of  such  rudimentary  consanguineous  grouping. 
These  collections  of  symptoms,  fusing  with  more  or  less  com- 
pleteness, connect  pathological  classes  that  in  appearance  are 
quite  distinct  And  the  real  object  of  this  portion  of  this  paper 
is  to  invite  attention  to  the  presumed  benefits  that  will  accrue 
from  the  employment  in  epidemic  cholera  of  ipecacuanha,  which 
is  known  to  be  strikingly  useful  in  other  diseases  that,  in  my 
opinion,  may  claim  kinship  with  that  pestilence.  This  will  be 
attempted  by  the  citation  of  authentic  cases  and  by  quoting  state- 
ments and  opinions  of  reliable  observers  in  illustration  of  the 
different  steps  of  the  problem. 

The  first,  reported  by  Mr.  John  Higginbottom  (Laticel,  18i5, 
i.,  p.  732,)  under  the  title,  "Ipecacuanha,  in  Emetic  Doses — as  a 
Powerful  Restorative  in  some  cases  of  Exhaustion  and  Sinking," 
is  reproduced  in  detail  on  account  of  its  intrinsic  interest,  and 
from  the  comparative  inaccessibility  of  the  original.  He  says: 
"  In  the  year  1814, 1  was  first  led  to  see  the  extraordinary  bene- 
ficial effects  of  ipecacuanha  as  an  emetic,  in  a  female  forty  years 
of  age,  who  was  in  a  sinking  state  in  the  last  stage  of  cholera 
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[morbus];  her  countenance  was  shrunk,  estremi tics  cold,  cramp 
IB  the  legs,  &a<\  other  svuiptonis  of  approaching  dissolution.  I 
haJ  previously  attended  two  similar  cases,  where  I  had  given 
opium,  brandy  and  medicinal  cordials,  and  both  patients  died.  I 
was  induced,  in  this  instance,  to  give  a  scruple  of  ipecacuanha, 
from  having  frequently  seen  the  good  effects  of  it  in  the  early 
tttage  of  the  disease.  After  the  lapse  of  two  or  three  hours,  I 
again  visited  mj  patient,  fearing  I  should  find  her  dead,  but,  to 
my  great  pleasure  and  surprise,  so  great  a  change  for  the  better 
had  taken  place  ae  to  appear  almost  incredible;  the  whole  of  her 
body  was  of  a  natural  warmth,  the  dangerous  symptoms  had  dis- 
appeared, and  she  made  no  complaint,  except  that  she  was  very 
weak.  She  hod  no  further  unfavorable  symptom  of  the  disease, 
and  was  soon  convalesceuL  [Compare  with  cases  VI.  and  VIII. 
4iAte.]  My  confidence  in  the  ipecacuanha,  as  a  remedy  in  such 
^^ases,  has  now  [1815]  been  confirmed  during  the  practice  of 
thirty  years;  the  purging,  vomiting  and  cramp  often  entirely 
cease  after  the  emetic  operation  of  the  ipecacuanha,  but  I  have 
thooght  it  proper  to  give,  in  about  two  or  three  hours  after  the 
emetic,  s  pill,  with  a  groin  of  opium  and  five  grains  of  blue  pill, 
to  allay  any  remaining  irritation  of  the  stomach  and  intestines, 
and  oD  aperient  with  one  scmple  of  rhubarb  and  two  of  the  sul- 
phate of  potash,  to  assist  the  natural  action  of  the  bowels,  and  a 
simple  saline  effervescent  draught  every  two  or  three  hours  after- 
wards; weak  tea,  well-boiled  gruel,  milk,  with  sago  or  arrow-root 
as  nutriment,  and  diluents."  This  case  appears  to  be  typical, 
and  was  reported  not  as  being  nniqne  but  as  an  example. 

In  the  some  paper  Ur.  Higginbottom  cites  the  case  of  a  lady 
wlio  was  sinking  rapidly  from  post  partum  hfcmorrhage  in  1827, 
whom  he  had  previously  attended  in  a  similar  condition  in  1821 
and  1823,  using  then  various  remedies;  and  having  observed  that 
in  the  former  instances  "  there  was  no  amendment  until  she  had 
ejected  the  contents  of  the  stomach,"  gave  her  half  a  drachm  of 
ipecacuanha  os  an  emetic.  A  full  vomiting  followed  and  "  the 
ha;morrhage  ceased  directly,  and  did  not  return." 

He  also  gives  the  cose  of  a  very  delicate  lady,  aged  23,  who, 
undergoing  a  severe  labor  with  pnerperal  convulsions  (for  which 
twenty  ounces  of  blood  was  taken),  and  embryotomy  also  having 
been  performed,  "was  esceedingly'Iow  afterwards."  His  record 
reads:  "About  the  ninth  day  she  complained  of  severe  pains  in 
the  course  of  the  colon,  particularly  at  the  caput  ooli  and  the 
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aigmoid  flexure."  "  Mustni'd  plasters  wore  applied  and  active 
purgatives,  with  benefit,  but  a  contiDoed  vomitiag  came  on  at- 
tended with  considerable  lowne93.  Dr.  Hutchiuson  was  called 
in  to  visit  lier  with  me.  Injections  of  balf-a-piut  of  beef-brotU 
with  balf  an  ouiioo  of  turpentine  were  administered  every  toat 
hovita;  a.  common  blister  of  cnntharides  was  a^iplied  to  the  scro- 
biculau  cordis;  plain  gruel  and  other  light  nutriment  was  given, 
ae  most  likely  to  remain  on  the  stomach.  The  vomiting  still  con- 
tinued; the  turpentine  injections  occasioned  much  pain  after 
,  they  were  administered,  and  there  was  an  alarming  increase  of 
exhaustion  and  sinking.  In  this  case  it  occurred  to  me  that  aa 
emetic  done  of  ipecacuanha  was  the  most  probable  remedy  to 
rally  the  sinking  powers  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  Dr.  Hutch- 
inson, I  gave  halt  a  drachm  and  remained  with  her  during  its 
operation.  A  fuller  vomiting  occurred  than  I  could  have  ex- 
pected although  it  was  small  in  quantity,  yet  it  occurred  to  mo 
that  the  natural  effort  had  long  been  exerted  in  vain  to  accom- 
plish what  the  ipecacuanha  directly  effected — that  of  completely 
emptying  the  stomach.  I  remained  with  my  patient  an  hour, 
and  left  her  somewhat  better.  After  I  had  gone  she  turned  her- 
self on  Ihe  left  side  and  remained  so  still  for  several  hours  as  to 
alarm  her  luisband,  who  sent  for  me  directly,  fearing  she  was 
dying.  I  found  her  pulse  much  improved;  she  was  still  lying 
on -her  left  side;  the  sickness  had  abated."  She  rapidly  and 
fully  recovered,  t 

It  is  ungracious  to  criticise  a  record  so  valuable,  but  it  np!>ears 
to  me  that'  the  action  of  the  drug  and,  in  a  degi-ee,  the  condition 
of  the  {Mitieuts  have  been  misinterpreted  by  the  reporter.  In  the 
first,  or  cholera  morbus  case,  which  is  set  up  as  a  precedent 
"confirmed  during  the  praelice  of  thirty  yeare,"  it  is  probable 
that  the  use  of  the  drug  "  as  an  emetic  "  was  an  unnecessary  ex- 
hibition of  its  powers.  If  the  same  quantity  had  been  givea 
with  the  precautions  that  now  a-re  taken,  it  is  altogether  likely 
that  the  same  efl'ect,  wilhout  the  vomiting,  would  have  been  at- 
tained. It  seems  to  have  been  given  in  that  case  as  a  last  resort, 
because  eiuesits  often  relieves  the  disease  in  its  earlier  stages  by 
t  Duckworth  slutcs  l_St.  JSarlli.  J/w*/>.  Rt]<.  vii.,  p.  121,)  tliat  Mr.  Higgiu- 
botlom  {Sri!,  ifcil.  Jwr.,  Feb.  IbUi,')  reports  ra-en  of  post  partutn  floodiuR 
"  wheve  it  checked  the  bleeding  nf(er  ergol  of  rje  Iind  failed."  He  adds. 
hovever.  (p.  12*2,)  that  Mr.  Higgiubottom  also  reportR  a  case  of  Hoodinj^ 
"at  once  I'liei-ked  by  the  voiultiDi;  iuiliii'ed  from  the  initatioQ  of  the  faiirpt- 
bya  leather." 
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removinrr  the  irritating  ingesta  which  may  then  be  the  e:icitiDg 
cause.  But  here  the  conditions  were  wholly  different,  for  she 
*'  was  in  a  sinking  state  in  the  lost  st^e  of  cholera."  Nor  is  there 
any  record  of  the  ejection  of  such  ofTendiug  matter.  How  far 
the  succeeding  medication  of  opium,  blue  pill,  aperients,  saline 
eSerrescents,  etc.,  may  be  necessary  must  depend  upon  the  indi' 
Tidual  cases.  But  even  in  ilr.  Higginbottom's  opinion  they  are 
-but  secoudarj-  and  incidental. 

In  the  second,  or  the  post  pnrtum  bu^morrhagic  case,  it  is  not 
at  all  clear  that  the  vomiting  qua  vomiting  was  the  cause  of  the 
improvement.  It  seems  to  me  that  here  the  proplej-  hov  and  the 
jtost  hoc  have  again  been  confused.  A  reason  why  improvement 
and  recovery  followed,  and  bow  the  ipecacuanha  and  not  the 
-vomiting  may  have  been  the  eAicicut  cause,  will  be  presented 
later. 

Id  the  third  case  it  really  appears  that  the  emesis  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  cure,  for  that  fuuctiou  had  repeatedly  been 
exercised  without  benefit.  As  the  case  progiessed,  it  is  recorded, 
"a  continued  vomiting  came  on,  attended  with  considerable  low- 
ness."  This  was  clearly  a  pathological  conditiou  and  it  was 
chiefly  to  relieve  it,  the  sign  of  marked  vital  depression,  that  the 
later  efforts  of  her  physicians  were  directed.  There  is  no  history 
of  iiritating  ingesta  here,  and  to  suppose  that  the  pathological 
vomiting  was  cared  by  the  artificial  vomiting  would  be  the  purest 
homceopathy.  Moreover,  it  is  expressly  noted  that,  although  it 
was  fuller  than  could  be  expected,  "  it  was  small  in  quantity." 
2  must,  in  this  case  also,  regard  the  vomiting  as  incidental.  It, 
farther,  seems  to  me  that  the  puerperal  conditiou'l'  of  this  patient 
ie  chiefly  significant  in  that  it  damaged  ber  general  health  and 
depressed  the  sympathetic,  and  that  the  suffering  in  the  colon, 
which  has  made  no  special  impression  on  the  reporter,  and  the 
intestinal  disturbance  generally,  bring  the  case  into  direct  rela- 
tion with  some  of  those  that  make  up  the  original  reports  of  thij 
j)aper. 

More  than  tlceuty  years  later  (in  lS(i8)  Mr.  Higginbottom 
read  before  the  British  Medical  Association  a  paper  upon  "  Ipe- 
cacnaDba  in  Emetic  doses  as  a  Stimulant,  Restorative,  Elimina- 
tive,  and  Adjuvant,  in  various  cases  of  Disorder  and  Disease."  I 
.have  been  unable  to  consult  the  original  memoir,  but  it  is  thus 
somewhat  vaguely  epitomized;  {Bril.  Med.  Jour.,  22d  Aug.,  1868; 

(See  Troneiwin's  vien-B,  to  be  noted  presently. 
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Rankings' Abst.,  slviii.,  p.  92.)  "The  author  inferred  that  the 
iotereets  and  advancement  of  the  profession  could  not  fail  to  be 
greatly  promoted  by  a  long,  careful,  and  practical  Investigation 
of  a  single  therapeutic  agent  He  was  of  opinion  that  emetics 
were  much  less  need  than  formerly.  Ipecacuanha,  besides  its 
Bpecific  properties  as  an  emetic,  expectorant  and  diaphoi-etic,  had 
other  valuable  properties  which  he  believed  hikd  Dot  been  partic- 
ularly noticed  by  the  profession.  He  had  eonatantly,  for  more 
than  half  a  century,  administered  ipecacaunha  in  English  cholera, 
fevers,  erysipelas,  neuralgia,  periodical  drunkenness,  xiterine- 
hsemorrhage,  complaints  in  old  age,  syncope,  senilis,  etc.  The 
main  efficacy  of  ipecacuanha  is  in  stimulating  and  restoring  the 
normal  action  of  the  capillary  system." 

Although  the  notion  of  necessary  emesis  is  very  manifest  in 
this  abstract,  tlie  last  sentence  coutains  the  kernel  of  his  fifty 
years'  experience — its  main  efficacy  is  in  stimulating  and  restor- 
ing the  normal  action  of  the  capillary  system. 

Further  teaching  as  to  the  power  of  this  drug  may  be  found 
in  a  Clinical  Zjecture  on  Parturition,  by  Tyler  Smith  {Laihxi, 
184B,  ii.,  p.  658).  "2.  Ipecacuanha  is  another  medicine  which 
is  sometimes  given  in  uterine  hjemorrhage.  This  medicine,  by 
its  emetic  action  excites  contraction  of  the  abdominal  muscles 
and  compression  of  the  uterus,  which  in  turn  may  re-excite  some 
amount  of  uteiine  reflex  action,  but  over  and  beyond  this  it  ap- 
pears to  have  a  special  action  upon  the  uterus,  increasing  Ms- 
contractile  power  beyond  what  we  could  imagine  to  occur  from 
ibe  merely  secondary  effects  of-  vomiting.  Ipecacuanha,  then, 
appears  to  influence  both  the  medulla  oblongata  and  the  lower 
medulla  spinalis.  This  double  action  of  ipecacuanha  upon  the 
extremities  of  the  spinal  centre  is  very  extraordinary."  This  ia 
a  direct  recognition  of  its  possession  of  virtues  beyond,  if  not  in- 
dependent of,  its  emetic  quality. f 

In  internal  tuemorrhages  generally,  Mr.  Trenor  (Waring,  op. 
cit;  p.  360;  fr.  Dublin  Join:,*  xviii.,  p.  481,)  "gives  it  in  such 

t  Douloet  and  Desormeaui  used  it  Huccessfully  in  epidemics  of  puerpeml 
fever  in  1782.  TrouMsau  and  Becamler  emplo;ed  it  in  all  the  coudiiiooH  of 
paorperal  origin,  ret{ftrdles«  of  their  canse  or  nature,  and  always  with  beae- 
flb  PollchroDie,  citing  these  foots,  (op.  at,  pp.  20-21,)  nUnbutos  the  good 
lecnlts  to  the  relief  of  th«  gastric  erabBtrassmeat  [by  emesis].  Ttousseau 
■Herta  that  'oearly  tM  the  complicatiODR  [uixidenit]  that  aconmpanj  the 
pnsrperal  stale  are  charmed  away  by  ipecnc'  (Omsiiieralions  s'n-  riptoaaii' 
mnha  en  Medicint.     These  par  V.  Decnt;ia.     Slant pt!llii.-r,  18130,  p.  4.7.  j 
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doses  as  to  prodace  naosea,  ivithoat  actnal  Toniiting;  and  this 
procedure  was  atteDded  with  marked  benefit,  arresting  the  hseni' 
orrhage,  and  restoring  heat  and  life  to  patients  who  were  in  * 
state  of  collapse  from  exceseive  loss  of  blood." 

Dr.  Osborne  gives  in  uterine  hsemotrhage  and  menorrhagia 
twenty  grains  of  the  powder  "in  the  evening,  followed  by  aa 
acddnlated  draught  in  the  morning.  The  discbarge  usually  ceased 
in  twenty-fonr  hoars;  and  if  a  relapse  occurred,  a  repetition  of 
this  emetic  never  failed  to  render  the  cure  permanent."  (Waring, 
op.  ciL,  p.  360;  fr.  Trans.  Irish  Col.  Fhy^t.*  v.,  p.  18.) 

If  it  is  a  mere  evacuant,  it  is  contradictoiy  to  attach  to  it  snch 
attributes. 

Very  weighty  testimony  to  the  hiemostatic  property  of  the 
drug  is  given  by  Troasseau  (Clinical  Medicine,  Eng.,  fr.  3d  Fr. 
ed.,  L,  p.  540.)  where,  treating  of  hromoptysis,  he  says:  "When 
the  parenohymatoas  hEemorrhage  ia  obstinately  recurrent  ipecac- 
uanha [in  small  doses]  is  a  remedy  which  seldom  fails.  I  am  not 
at  present  referring  to  ipecacnanha  administered  as  an  emetic, 
vhicli  is  more  to  be  relied  on  in  what  is  called  bronchial  hemor- 
rhage." He  then  cites  a  case  of  the  latter  sort  where  a  patient 
"  twice  within  the  space  of  six  months  had  frightful  haemoptysis : 
twice  it  was  immediately  arrested  by  four  grammes  (rather  more 
than  a  drachm)  of  powder  of  ipecacuanha,  administered  within 
the  space  of  half  an  hour  in  such  a  way  as  to  canse  violent  vom- 
iting." He  also  details  several  other  cases  with  the  same  result 
and  proceeds:  "  Should,  however,  there  be  a  relapse  of  the  bremop- 
tysis,  the  use  of  the  ipecacuan  must  be  resumed.  I  never  hesi- 
tate in  such  circumstances  to  rotom  to  it  two  or  three  times,  if 
necessary,  and  I  have  never  seen  the  least  inconvenience  result 
from  the  proceeding.  Gentlemen,  this  is  not  a  new  method  of 
treatment  For  the  last  two  centuries,  physicians  have  lauded 
the  Brazilian  root  as  a  remedy  in  all  forme  of  haemorrhage;  and 
Boglivi  [1696]  says;  'Radix  ij>ecacuanhas  eiU  spedjicum.  et  giuui 
w/altibile  remedium  injluxibus  dy»enlericis,  aliisque  htwiorrhagtii.' 
Nevertheless,  gentlemen,  the  hand  trembles  when  it  administers 
this  remedy  for  the  first  time  in  the  hromoptyses.  We  are  accus- 
tomed to  prescribe  the  greatest  quietude  to  our  tuemoptoic  pa- 
ints: we  counsel  them  to  keep  absolute  silence:  we  tell  them  to 
re«b:ain  the  slightest  effort  to  cough:  the  very  most  we  allow  them 
to  do  is  to  breathe,  and  so  frightened  are  we  for  congestion,  even 
paasive  congestion  of  the  lung,  that  we  act  as  if  we  placed  them 
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ia  peril  by  pennitting  them  to  make  the  slightest  effort.  Yet 
here  we  are  giving  a  medicine  which  produces  vomiting,  during 
which  the  face  swells,  the  blood  stagnates  in  the  reins  by  which 
it  is  being  conveyed  to  the  auricles:  and  conseqaently,  the  pnl- 
monary  veins  become  distended.  One  might  expect  that  snch 
treatment  would  cause  the  haemoptysis  to  return  in  a  much  more 
profuse  degree;  bat  in  place  of  this,  it  ia  stopped  in  neai'ly  every 
oase.  Here  ia  one  proof  more  of  the  small  reliance  to  be  placed 
on  theoretical  explanations,  and  of  the  valne  of  empirical  facts, 
without  which,  indeed,  tberapeatics  would  be  a  nullity."f  It 
may  not,  perhaps,  be  preaumptuons  to  saggest  that  the  time  ia 
approaching  when  theory,  as  well  aa  empiricism,  will  support  the 
practice. 

The  latest  clinical  record  as  to  this  feature  of  that  medicine 
that  has  fallen  under  my  notice  is  by  Dr.  William  Martin  (New 
York  Medical  Journal,  xiv.,  ISTl,  p.  177,)  who  reports  a  case  of 
wound  of  the  right  tonsil,  to  the  apparent  depth  of  two-thirds 
of  an  inch,  by  a  bamboo  pipe-atem.  No  aeriooa  immediate  hem- 
orrhage occurred.  Twenty-one  hours  afterward  there  was  "  pos- 
itive jutting  arterial  hemorrhage  from  back  and  npper  sur&ce 
of  the  wound  which  altogether  presented  a  most  discouragiE^ 
and  alarming  appearance."  There  was  general  tumefaction, 
headache  in  the  region  of  the  lateral  meningeal  arteries,  and  the 
patient  was  "in  a  state  of  proatration  and  fear."  There  were 
prescribed  twenty  grains  of  chloral,  and  a  gargle  containing  one 
part  in  four  of  mnriated  tincture  of  iron.  Nine  hours  afterward 
there  waa  do  change  except  suffocation  was  complained  of,  and 
Dr.  Martin  writes  "(and  being  quite  certain  that  hiemorrhage  was 
not  from  the  carotid)  I  gave  two-grain  doees  of  ipecac,  every 
hour,  till  thii-d  dose  caused  gentle  vomiting,  and  with  it  immediate 
contraction  of  the  tonsil  (thus  lessening  wound)  and  caosing 
hemorrhage  at  once  to  stop."  The  bleeding  did  not  recur  and 
so  other  luGmostatic  was  used.  Dr.  Martin  adds  these  remarks: 
"  ♦  •  I  am  quite  convinced,  from  the  experience  of  nineteen 
years,  that  the  theory  and  practice  of  my  lamented  teacher,  Sir 
William  Lawrence,  BarL,  that  in  such  catses  where  capillary 
hemorrhage  occurs  and  the  petition  of  the  main  artery  danger- 
ous, that  after  the  administration  of  umaU  doses  of  ipecac,  until 

fDuckworth  {.St  Barth.  Hasp.  Jicp.,  vii.,  3871,  pp.  117-121,)  oilea  an 
iotereatlng  collection  of  anthorilies  on  tfais  puiot,  and  repotle  three  succets- 
lul  cases  of  his  own  where  small  doses  were  nsed. 
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B  genlle  vomit  is  cftnsed,  rnturftl  plugging  follows,  coiiti'action  of 
tissues  and  safety  is  iiistired,  for  in  such  cases  and  noder  such 
treatment  mnscalAr  contractioa  never  fails.  I  have  tried  it  many 
tjnies  (even  so  late  as  last  week)  in  obstinate  contraction  [?]  of 
litems  and  never  experienced  ill  eflfects." 

In  his  lately  published  papers,  {Prog.  Sffd.,  Xoa.  13,  16,  25, 
28,  '29,  30,  1874,)  and  this  is  a  very  interesting  confirmation  of 
the  views  herein  expressed,  M.  Chonppo  reports  the  successful 
use  of  ipecacuanha  in  ten  out  of  twelve  cases  of  excessive  per- 
Bpiration  in  phthisis.    See  also  Folichronie  (op.  ciL,  pp.  46-50.) 

We  have  do  v  collected  sufficient  testimony  to  illustrate  the 
possession  by  ipecacuanha  of  peculiar  powers,  and  powers  that 
are  not  generally  appreciated.  It  is  evident  that  the  incredulity 
with  which  the  accounts  of  its  extra-emetic  properties  are  gen- 
erally received,  is  largely  due  to  the  want  of  a  plausible  theory 
broad  enough  to  cover  the  apparently  antagonistic  conditions. 
It  remains,  then,  to  offer  a  reasonable  explanation  for  the  recon- 
ciliation of  some  seeming  discrepanciea,  sjid  to  present  an  hy- 
pothesis that  may  assist  in  the  treatment  of  the  cholera.  And 
in  this  matter  the  latest  systematic  writer  (H.  C.  Wood,  op.  cit., 
pp.  364-5,)  gives  us  license  for  speculation  when  he  announces 
<  e  <-alhedra  that  "  its  physiological  action  is  not,  as  yet,  well  made 
out"  and  "it  'ia  evident  that  until  further  studies  are  made  it  is 
impossible  to  frame  any  accurate  theory  as  to  the  action  of  ipe- 
cacuanha.'t 

tTbe  fuUoisitih-  ai-c  tbe  views  of  sonio  of  the  Inter  hludvutx  oh  I')  tbe  action 
of  tlii^  drug; 

TronsBtKia  aud  Fidoiii:  regard  it  as  a  styptic  wbec  uxed  in  intemal  ha>m- 
«tTliaR«8  (Dackworlh,  W.  BarL  IIosp.  flep.,  v.,  18r,0,  p.  220). 

Pecholiei  (UtcluTcKtn  ezperimenialts  sur  Vai^tinn,  physiologiq'tt  de  ripwoca- 
4In^(t,  par  G.  Pecholier,  Profesaeur,  etc.,  1SG2,)  pxpluiis  |p.  7)  its  repoted 
benetit  in  rnanj  diseases  bj  its  emetic  and  eiacnant  eSecta  in  tboM  wbioh 
»re  complicated  witb  giwtric  disorder.  He  findH  it  very  depiessing  {hypos- 
iKtnUanlt  Irrs-proHonax )  apou  rabbits  and  frogs,  and  considers  ita  Icgilimnto 
action  to  be  temporarily  depressant  npon  the  nervoos  system,  tbe  epbeiuer»l 
ilnnttjou  depending  oo  itA  eLimintition  ( pp.  47-9 1.  In  some  coses  there  in  a 
tcmpoiary  reoclion  aJter  the  severe  depression  ( p.  51 1.  Its  good  effect  in 
jmeumoniR  is  due  to  its  revnlsion  upon  tbe  intestine  (p.  53 ).  He  believee 
Ibat  ita  irritant  effect  ia  no  great  as  to  render  it  bnrtftil  in  tme  gastritis  and 
•Dteritis,  bat  that  its  Dseftitneaa  in  dyaentery  aiiseB  by  tbe  revnlaioD  it  in- 
d>ceG  from  the  la^e  to  the  small  intestine  (p.  39).  He  claims  (p.  50,)  Oia- 
(ODiitii  and  tbe  wbole  Italian  school  as  agreeing  nito  bim  ia  ct»ssing  it  amon^ 
the  eoDDter-stimoliint't. 
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The  common  nnderstandiug  of  the  action  of  this  drag,  in 
other  than  very  small  dosea,  is  that  it  vomits.  Ipecacuanha  and 
emesis  ara  as  H\-iionymous,  popularly,  as  opiate  and  anodyne,  but 
that  it  is  not  inevitably  an  emetic,  there  are  fifty  proofs  in  this 
single  recoi'd.  It  is  notonous  that  the  nausea  of  ipecacuanha, 
vhen  vomiting  does  occur,  is  of  short  duration  and  is  not  intense. 
To  diminish  the  force  of  the  circulation,  to  deplete,  to  locally 
irritate  the  stomach,  which  are  the  modes  of  action  attributed  to 
it  by  those  who  hold  that  its  curative  action  in  dysentery  depends 
on  emesis,  all  would  be  much  better  accomplished  by  other  agen- 
cies than  this;  while  the  poup  de  grace  to  the  emetic  idea  is  given 
by  the  fact  that  the  less  the  emesis  the  more  effectual  is  the  treat- 
ment. Any  one  who  has  seen  all  the  characteristic  and  painful 
symptoms  of  dyseuteiy  subside  in  a  few  hours,  and  commonly  with- 
out vomiting,  under  a  full  dose  of  this  drug, would  neither  anticipate 
nor  obtain  similar  results  from  any  emetic  as  such.|  As  we  have 
already  seen.  Dr.  Tyler  Smith,  twenty-fire  years  ago,  ascribed  to 
ipecacuanha  a  peculiar  power  over  "  the  lower  medulla  spinalis  " 
entirely  independent  of  its  emetic  properties,  which  he  attributes 

Diickworih  [uy.  •:'!!.,  v.,  p.  2*22, 1  supjiodes  thai  eiu«[iji  eiuites  thu  vaxo- 
inhibitor;  fllameuU  ol  the  vagus,  resullmg  iu  ioactioa  of  Che  motor  braDcUes 
and  a  condition  of  paral^'sis  or  passive  dilatntioa  of  th-.'  blood -resseU  preHidi>j. 
over  b;  this  uerve.  But  the  same  nTiter  aIso  stiys  of  it  i  vii.,  p.  tOO,  I  "ui 
iirilaiit  action  niaj'  directly  excite  (be  vaso-motor  centre  [medulla  obloDgutu'] 
aud  so  cnuse  iucreased  contraction  of  tlie  SQialler  arteries  and  pusuibly  of  tlid 
capillarieH"  eiiber  directly  or  by  rtttex  action  thtoii);h  the  vagus.  Thcne 
sappositiouB  appear  to  attnbute  directly  opposite  pmptrties  to  tbe  drug. 

Cnonppe  I  Froyrcx  Mflicat,  No.  2!>,  18th  Jiilj,  laTl. )  says:  Ipecac,  ab- 
sorbed by  aoy  cbanni'l  seems  at  the  very  mum^nt  of  itu  abiiorplian  to  pr^diioo 
an  auKmia  with  dryneits  of  the  inleatinal  mucous  nieiiibraoe;  petbapi  if  tba 
•ctioD  of  the  mediciDe  in  prolonged,  it  is  blimiiialed  more  abundantly  by  tba 
gaatro-intestinal  mucoui  membmnc  (which  is  not  yet  irrofnlabiy  proveJI  thau 
by  tbe  other  emunctorlea.  aud  it  maj  produce  inflammation  and  lis'mor- 
rbagee.  Uc  aokuon ledrres  ( No.  30, )  the  great  difficulty  of  d(-termiuiug  ho<r 
it  acts  in  tbe  profuse  hiveating  of  coiLtuuiption,  but  Bii|;i;estii  Chat  it  may  ba 
tfarough  the  va.o-motor  system. 

Pulichronie  Ion.  cif-,  p.  VI,)  concludes  thut  uo  vu^o-constrtctor  action  in 
exerted  by  it.  but  that  it  dimituabes  arterial  tension,  and  it  probably  induce» 
»  revulsive  action  which  results  in  indammation  of  the  mucoua  membrane  af 
tbe  intestine;  and  that  it  actit  in  the  diarrbcnas  by  substitnling  for  the  patho- 
logical inflammations  ao  open  (frtinclie  I  inflammation  wtaicb  aponlanwoslf 
tends  to  recovery.  He  thinks  it  oheckH  profuse  sweating  either  by  being 
eliminated  throtigh  Che  sudoriporons  glands,  thus  drying  np  1  tarir  i  their  >»- 
fretion,  or  by  its  revDlsive  intestinal  action. 

t  Nor  from  any  substitutive  iDteetioal  inflaniaiatiuD,  however  set  np. 
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to  its  action  upon  the  medalla  oblongata.  It  seems  to  me,  speak- 
ing modestly,  that  emesis  is  one  of  its  accidental  and  non-esseu- 
tiftl  qaalities. 

Now  while  the  dynamics  of  vomiting,  the  mecbauical  opera- 
tion of  the  function,  is  fairly  understood,  itti  essential  cause  or 
causes  are  yet  obscure.  Flint  observes  (Phijs.,  iv,,  p.  30G,)  "It 
is  undoubtedly  induced  by  causes  which  operate  tbrougli  the 
Berrous  sj'stem  *  *.  Irritation  of  the  sympathetic  nerves, 
particularly  of  the  abdominal  ganglia,  will  produce  vomiting.  *  * 
there  are  many  avennes  for  the  passage  of  these  impressions  to 
the  nervous  centres.  *  *.  The  action  of  emetics  which  operate 
through  the  blood  *  ♦  is  probably  induced  by  the  direct  im- 
pression made  by  these  substances  on  the  nervous  centres."  Pro- 
fessor Carson,  discussing  the  action  of  emetics,  says  {I'liila.  Med. 
Times,  ii.,  p.  34i) :  "  In  many  cases  a  state  of  exhaustion  or  loss 
of  nerve -generating  force  is  at  the  foundation  of  this  excessive 
ansceptihihty  to  impressions  that  occasion  vomiting."  "  This  is 
Been  in  the  sickness  of  stomach  attendant  on  the  loss  of  btood." 
"Disagreeable  eights,  odors  or  tastes,  or  even  recollections  of 
them  may  affect  the  brain  sensationally  and  operate  in  the  same 
way."  This,  we  are  to  presume,  occurs  by  reflex  action  on  the 
sympathetic,  as  in  like  manner  fear  sometimes  causes  intestinal 
or  cutaneous  relaxation.  Now,  although  the  incidents  that  are 
tiie  precursors  of  ordinary'  vomiting  are  well  enough  known,  I, 
for  one,  have  in  my  own  mind  no  perfectly  clear  conception  of 
the  exact  method  in  which  Ipecacuanha  exerts  its  various  poweis, 
powers  that  are  remarkable  if  not  unique.  But  we  may  imagine, 
for  illustration's  sake,  the  nervous  inflncuce  in  health  to  be  re- 
presented as  in  a  state  of  equipoise,  and  that  as  it  is  deranged  in 
one  direction  or  the  other  emesis  will  occur.  In  this  view  ipe- 
eacnanha  instead  of  being  a  sedative,  as  it  is  so  often  styled,  is  a 
sympathetic  (ganglionic)  stimnlant  that  exalts  one  side  of  the 
beam  and  with  the  disturbed  balance  tonic  vomiting,  so  to  speak, 
occnrs.  The  vomiting  of  irritability  or  exhaustion,  on  the  other 
hand,  resnlts  from  the  depression  of  the  beam,  and  its  equilib- 
rium is  restored  by  the  positive  influence  of  the  drug.  A  mora 
comprehensible  comparison  may,  perhaps,  be  found,  in  what  we 
know  relative  to  the  human  temperature.  AVhen  that  is  below  a 
eertain  point  we  are  ill;  the  addition  of  heat  carries  it  up  to  the 
norm  and  we  ore  well;  but  the  some  degree  of  heat  added  in' 
kealtfa  creates  illness.    Figures  at  best  ore  imperfect  guides  nndi 
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these  are  very  rude,  but  it  ia  only  by  some  such  compftrison  tbat 
I  can  bring  myself  to  understand  how  oar  ordinary  experience 
with  the  drug  can  be  reconciled  with  Ita  well-established  control 
over  the  morning-sickness  (irritability)  of  pregnancy,  with  its 
influence  in  certain  forms  of  atonic  dyspepsia,  and  with  (as  I 
believe)  its  efficacy  in  the  vomiting  of  cholera  morbus  and  allied 
diseases.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  must  either  fall  back  npoa 
some  Buch  notion,  or  must  suppose  tbat  there  is  another  prin- 
■ciple  besides  and  antagonistic  to  the  well-known  emetia,  the  re- 
puted and  generally-recogned  essence  of  the  drug. 
( Condudfd  in  ntxt  number  qf  Juumal. ) 


OBSTIKATE  VOMITIHG  OF  PKEGHAHOT  TEEATED  WITH 
IPEOAOnANHA. 

Bi  UEBIWEATEIER  LEniS,  M.D.,  ov  LrnMn.  Teks, 

The  following  case  is  presented  as  illustrating  a  treatment 
-comparatively  new  and  untried: 

Mrs.  G.  W.  M,,  set.  20,  ten  weeks  advanced  in  her  third  preg- 
nancy, was  taken  on  the  5th  of  March,  1874,  with  vomiting.  I& 
her  second  pregnancy  she  had  been  reduced  by  a  similar  attack 
almost  to  death's  door,  in  spite  of  active  treatment 

Gradually  growing  worse,  on  the  lOtli  of  March  her  husband 
■came  for  medicine,  stating  that  everything  swallowed  was  imme- 
diately vomited.  Oxalate  of  cerium  was  ordered,  grs.  ij.  three 
times  a  day.  This  was  thrown  up,  dose  after  dose.  On  the  12th 
BQbcarbonate  of  bismuth  was  sent  with  no  better  result.  Pow- 
dered ipecac,  was  then  used  in  small  doses  given  with  essence  of 
peppermint  Prompt  relief  followed.  Doing  without  the  ipecac., 
however,  for  a  few  days,  brought  on  symptoms  as  severe  as  ever. 
Vomiting  now  occurred  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  times  a  day. 

Ipecac,  was  again  ordered  on  the  18tb,  and  on  the  19th  the 
patient  was  seen  with  a  view  of  applying  belladonna  ointment  to 
the  cervix  uteri.  Finding,  however,  such  marked  improvement 
ixom  the  ipecac,  sent  on  the  preceding  day,  no  local  application 
was  made,  especially  as  the  uterus  was  found  normal  in  size  and 
position  corresponding  with  the  period  of  gestation  assigned. 
Continuing  the  treatment,  a  gradually  increasing  immunity  fron 
the  attacks  soon  merged  into  complete  rehef,  and  by  the  25th  of 
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March  the  patient  hod  resamed  her  hoasehold  dutieti  and  pro- 
aoDDced  herself  eotirel;  cared. 

Of  course,  being  a  woman,  she  was  not  told  what  she  waa 
taking,  otherwise  failure,  instead  of  success,  would  have  liecn  the 
result. 


gtttanta  fKafemi)  <rf  ptilWnt. 


BOBEST  DATTET.  M.D.,  BlFORTm. 

Atwsta,  Ga.,  23d  Pebruaiy,  lST->. 

Dr.  V.  H.  Taliaferro,  Vice-President,  presiding. 

Dr.  Conally  had  seen  recently  a  case  which  be  considered 
varioloid.  He  desired  to  know  if  any  other  cases  bad  occurred. 
His  patient  had  come  recently  from  Athens,  where  vaiioloid  now 
prevails. 

Dr.  Battey  bad  seen  a  suspicious  case,  which  afterwards  turneil 
out  to  be  rubeola. 

Drs.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  and  Boring  had  each  seen  suapi- 
cioue  cases,  which  proved  to  be  varicella. 

Dr.  Calhoun  bad  observed  that  varicella,  in  three  or  four  epi- 
demics, both  at  borne  and  abroad,  bad  prevailed  either  just  before 
or  just  after  variola.  Is  there  any  connection  or  relationship 
between  the  two  diseases? 

Dr.  J.  G.  Westmoreland  bad  not  himself  obseri'od  the  coinci- 
dence. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  bad  observed  such  a  coincident  occurrence  dur- 
ing the  epidemic  of  small-pox  at  Columbus. 

Drs.  Boring,  Holmes  and  Conally  bad  obsei-ved  the  same. 

Dr.  Armstrong  bad  not  observed  the  connection. 

Dr.  Battey  reported  the  death  of  his  case  of  ovariotomy  on 
the  13th  day,  of  broncho- pneumonia,  there  being  a  prevalent 
epidemic  of  pneumonia  and  influenza  in  the  city.  At  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Academy  she  was  doing  well,  as  reported.  Upon 
the  following  day  she  appeared  to  have  taken  cold,  and  had  a 
troublesome  irritative  cough.  On  the  10th  day  there  was  ob- 
served for  a  few  hoars  the  brick-dust  sputum  of  pneumonia, 
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(jiiickly  followed  by  ft  rather  profuse  bronchorrhtea.  On  tbe  11th 
Atiy  tbe  espectoratioD  assumed  a  yaUowieli  cael,  was  free  and  copi- 
ous. Oo  the  morning  of  tbe  12th  day  she  still  held  ap  well,  but 
about  noon  began  to  give  way.  At  6  p.m.  the  right  lung,  which 
was  alone  implicated,  was  greatly  choked  up  with  mucus,  which 
was  expectorated  imperfectly  and  with  difficulty.  He  remained, 
freely  stimulating  her,  until  11  p.m.,  when  the  respiration  and 
pulse  were  better,  and  feeling  assured  that  she  would  survive  the 
night,  he  left  ber  in  charge  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Clements,  of  Chattooga 
county,  who  had  kindly  volunteered  his  services.  She  gradually 
sank,  and  expired  in  the  latter  part  of  tbe  night,  the  immediate 
«ausa  of  death  being  apu<ea.  Tbe  autopsy  was  made  by  Dr. 
Baird,  who  will  report  his  observations  to  the  Academy,  Drs. 
^'estmoreland,  Holmes,  Tabaferro,  Bay  and  Kendrick  being  pres- 
ent As  the  general  symptoms  and  auscultation  left  no  doubt 
of  the  accuracy  of  tbe  diagnosis  of  broucbo-pueamonia,  involving 
the  whole  of  the  right  long  and  not  estendiug  to  tbe  left,  and  in 
consideration  of  tbe  fact  that  tbe  body  was  to  be  promptly  re- 
turned to  tbe  family  by  rail,  no  inspection  of  tbe  lungs  was 
allowed. 

Dr.  Baird  reported  the  autopsy  made  ten  hows  after  death. 
The  edges  of  the  incision  had  united  firmly,  and  were  closely  ad- 
herent to  tbe  omental  stump,  which  bad  been  brought  out  at  the 
upper  angle,  and  also  to  the  pedicle  lying  in  the  lower  angle  of 
the  incision.  A  fiap  of  the  abdominal  wall  was  formed  and  turned 
down.  The  inner  ^urface  was  somewhat  discolored  for  several 
inches  in  extent  on  each  side  of  the  incision,  presenting  a  bruised 
appearance.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  infiltration  of  the  sub- 
ncrous  areolar  tissue  by  a  small  quantity  of  blood  during  the 

■  ojieration  for  removal  of  the  tumor,  and  the  hypcriemia  of  the 
parietal  peritoneum.  An  adhesion  had  formed  between  the 
omentum  and  the  abdominal  wall  around  the  point  at  which  the 
omental  stump  emerged.  While  separating  this  limited  adbestou 
a  circumKCribed  abscess,  containing  about  two  drachms  of  lauda- 
ble pus,  was  encountered;  also  another  near  tbe  same  spot  in 
process  of  formation,  much  ^imaller,  and  as  yet  containing  no  pas. 

'The  peritoneum  was  injected,  markedly  so  in  the  pelvic  cavity, 
uud  that  portion  forming  tbe  right  broad  ligament  of  the  uterus 
was  intensely  congested.  Recent  adhesions  existed  between  several 
coils  of  tlie  small  intestine  and  tbe  peritoneum  covering  the  blad- 

,der.     A  firmer,  though  evidently  recent,  adhesion  was  obsened 
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lM-tw<:(.D  a  very  Rmall  portion  of  tbe  sigmoid  flexure  and  some 
part  of  the  peritooeiim  on  the  left  Ride  of  the  cavity.  Old  adfae- 
«ioDH  vere  fount!  between  several  coils  of  intestine  and  tbe  infe- 
rior portion  ef  the  left  broad  ligament.  There  was  no  fluid  iu 
the  cavity,  and,  nitb  the  esceptiun  of  the  recent  adheeiona  and 
the  little  abscesses  noted  above,  no  indication  of  peritonitis  was 
found;  for,  in  serous  membranes,  it  matters  not  how  intense  the 
byperumia  may  be,  inflammation  cannot  be  said  to  exist  without 
evidence  afforded  by  inflammatory  products.  The  post-mortem 
staining  of  tbe  tissues  by  bfematin,  tbe  coloring  matter  of  the 
red  globules,  must  also  be  borne  in  mind.  The  right  ovary  ap- 
peared to  be  healthy. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Wofltmoreland  reported  a  case  where  amputation 
of  tbe  thigh  became  necessary  in  consequence  of  hemorrbages 
from  the  popliteal  artery.  He  presented  the  case  more  to  illus- 
trate tbe  effects  of  the  muriated  tinct.  of  iron  in  arresting  bem- 
orrhuge  from  the  larger  arteries  than  from  any  pecoharity  or 
interesting  feature  in  the  amputation  itself.  The  case  was  that 
of  a  lady  twenty-eight  years  old,  who  bad  suflfered  with  a  disease 
of  the  tibia  for  twenty  years.  Numerous  pieces  of  bone  had  been 
removed  at  different  periods  without  any  permanent  beneflt.  The 
disease  continued,  and  in  tbe  past  year  became  so  extensive  and 
painful  it  was  thought  best  to  amputate  tbe  leg,  and  tbe  amputa- 
tion was  niiidc  in  Louisville,  in  July,  1874,  by  some  surgeon  of 
that  city.  In  October,  three  and  a  half  months  after  the  opera- 
tion, I  was  called  to  see  tbe  case,  and  found  an  extensive  ulcera- 
tion of  the  anterior  flap,  presenting  a  phagadenic  appearance, 
and  rapidly  extending  itself.  The  bones  of  the  leg  were  at  this 
time  extensively  involved,  presenting  the  appearance  of  caries 
rather  than  necrosis.  From  tbe  appearance  of  tbe  stump  he  was 
impressed  with  the  idea  that  be  had  something  similar  to  the 
cases  so  fref|uently  met  with  the  last  two  years  of  the  late  war 
and  upon  that  idea  it  was  treated  with  nitric  acid  thoroughly  ap- 
plied, followed  by  compression  after  tbe  eschar  was  thrown  ofl". 
The"  patient  was  not  materially  benefited  by  this  and  various 
other  plans  of  treatment  that  he  adopted  during  the  first  two  or 
three  months.  Hometiraes  the  ulcerative  process  was  arrested 
for  a  few  days  to  return  with  more  riolepce.  The  idea  of  hered- 
itary syphilis  as  the  origin  of  the  trouble  was  acted  on  by  the 
use  of  large  doses  of  the  iodide  of  potassium,  but  without  resalts. 
Uany  of  the  features  of  malignant  disease  were  wanting.    Tbe 
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disease  continued  to  extend,  until  the  flaps  were  all  destroyed  aid 
the  Imnea  and  entire  soft  parts  to  near  the  knee  joint.  About 
the  20tb  of  January  ult.  the  popliteal  arterj  gave  wnj,  and  she 
had  a  hemorrhage  to  syncope.  He  saw  her  and  applied  com- 
pression and  iron,  -.vitbout  cleaning  the  stump,  as  he  did  not 
have  adequate  ausistance.  Two  days  later  she  had  another  hem- 
orrhi^'e,  and  being  quite  tiick  himself,  he  had  Dr.  Battey  to  see 
the  case,  and  he  an-ested  the  bemrrbage  for  the  time  by  the  ap- 
plication of  the  tourniquet.  Twelve  or  fourteen  hours  later  ha 
saw  ber  with  Dr.  B.,  and,  upon  examination  of  ber  condition,  it 
was  decided  that  in  her  then  state,  she  would  not  survive  an  am- 
putation, and  even  an  attempt  to  ligate  the  artery  would  be  ex- 
tremely hazardous^  The  artery  was  compressed,  the  tourniquet 
removed,  the  stump  thoroughly  cleansed,  and  the  disorganized 
tissue  removed  with  a  pair  of  scissors,  until  the  artery  was  ex.- 
posed.  The  end  of  the  artery  and  surrounding  tissues  were  satu- 
rated with  the  mur.  tinct.  iron  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  and 
then  covered  with  lint  saturated  likewise  with  the  same  styptic, 
and  secured  in  that  position  by  adhesive  plaster  and  a  roller. 
TWs  mode  of  dressing  was  practised  every  second  day  for  two 
weeks,  without  the  toss  of  one  drop  of  blood,  and,  but  for  the 
fact  that  tbe  ulceration  wus  still  going  on,  Dr.  AV.  was  of  the 
impression  that  nothing  further  would  have  been  necessary  to 
arrest  the  Row  from  tbe  artery.  At  tbe  end  of  two  weeks  more 
tbe  patient  had  sufliciently  recuperated  to  bear  tbe  amputatioi>. 
above  tbe  knee.  Esmarch's  elastic  tourniquet  was  applied,  and 
tbe  tbigb  amputated  at  tbe  junction  of  middle  and  lower  tbird.i 
without  tbe  loss  of  more  than  two  or  three  drachms  of  blooi'. 
Tbe  shock  was  slight  and  tbe  patient  promptly  rallied. 

Dr.  W.  feels  that  be  cannot  too  often  impress  tbe  importance 
and  value  of  tbe  muriated  tincture  of  iron  as  a  means  of  arrest- 
ing hemon'hage  from  the  larger  ai-tcries.  He  contends  that  those 
who  have  failed  to  arrest  hemorrbage  in  tlte  lai^e  arteries  with 
the  tincture  of  iron  have  not  used  it  properly;  that  they  used 
it  as  in  tlie  first  application  in  the  case  reported  to-night,  the 
ii-on  being  applied  to  the  clot  or  disorganized  tissues,  and  not  t'' 
the  artery  itself.  He  says  tbe  tincture  must  be  applied  to  the  ves- 
sel itself,  and  to  the  sun-ounding  tissues,  e\sB  the  important  action 
of  tbe  styptic  is  lost,  and  we  have  nothing  more  than  tbe  forma- 
tion of  a  clot,  as  by  any  other  styptic. 

In  answer  to  a  question  as  to  his  opinion  of  the  character  of 
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the  disease,  he  said  that  be  was  not  decided  in  his  opinion,  but 
was  disposed  to  record  it  as  malignanL 

Dr.  Battey  had  observed  the  prompt  healing  of  an  ampatated 
Uiigh  in  a  case  of  malignant  disease  of  the  ingninal  glands,  where 
the  glands  ulcerated,  and  the  niceration  extended  to  the  femoral 
artery,  which,  being  opened,  the  patient  speedily  succumbed  by 
hemonrhaf;e.    Adjourned. 


€\m\t  g^tlanta  p«tlw»l  (&m%s. 


I^  K.  PHILPOT,  BIPOBTKB. 
A.  W.  CALHOCX.,  K.D.,  PBorKMOS  or  Dwiasm  op  the  Evk  *Kn  EiB. 

(CbiiffnueJ  from  pagt  605  Jamtctry  Jovrnal) 
Cabs  10.  Exanthematoun  Ophthalmia. — E.  ti.,  col'd,  set.  three 
years,  Jonesboro,  Oa.  In  this  oase  we  hare  a  combination  of  dis- 
eases. Upon  the  face  and  over  part  of  the  scalp  you  will  observe 
the  disease  known  as  acute  eczema,  and  from  the  skin  the  inflaiU' 
matioD  has  extended  into  the  eye,  npon  the  mucous  lining  of  the 
lids  and  ball,  producing  the  above  named  affection.  There  is  an 
eruption  npon  the  cornea,  (Phtyctennlec)  particalarly  at  its  scle- 
rotic margin,  which,  with  the  general  appearance  of  the  child, 
indicates  a  scrofnlous  taint  of  the  system.  As  the  disease  of  ths 
eye  appeared  after  that  of  the  face,  it  is  probable  that  the  eczema 
is  the  immediate  exciting  cause  of  the  scrofulous  trouble  npoa 
the  cornea,  and  when  this  (the  eczema)  is  relieved,  the  eye  trou- 
ble will  of  itself  pass  away.  But  in  consequence  of  the  cornea 
being  diseased,  this  must  be  treated,  )eat  the  disease  extend  still 
deeper.  A  solution  of  atropine  (gr.  ij.  to  5j-)  will  be  applied 
several  times  daily,  by  dropping  a  few  drops  npon  the  conjonctivft 
of  the  lower  lid.  As  in  the  other  cases  you  have  seen,  this  wiU  ' 
dilate  the  pupil  and  have  a  tendency  to  relieve  the  Bensitiveness 
of  the  cornea  and  overcome  the  photophobia.  For  the  eosenft 
upon  the  face  and  scalp,  we  will  prescribe  the  following: 
ft.— Ung.  Diacjli  (Hebne),  ....        Jij. 

OL  Zjavendnlte, gtt  v. 

Vol.  xm.— No.  1.-3. 
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U.  sod  Fb.  tJng. — S.  Spread  apon  strips  of  cloth  and  apply 
to  the  diseased  sarfnco,  binding  it  by  means  ot  a  bandage  or  a 
cloth  cap  made  for  the  porpose.  To  be  changed  twioe  daily.  Where 
the  hair  apon  the  acalp  interferes  materially  with  the  application 
of  the  ointment,  it  must  be  cnt  quite  short,  or  even  abaved  away. 
Note. — With  this  treatment  alone,  both  the  eczema  and  the 
conjuQctivitiB  rapidly  sobsided,  and  the  case  was  dismissed  as 
cnred,  after  two  weeks.  * 

Case  11.  Scrofulous  Ophikalmia,  toilk  a  small  Corneal  Abscess, — 
A.  M.,  ool'd  girl,  (»t.  nine  years,  Atlanta.  This  is  a  epeoially  inter- 
esting case,  on  acconnt  of  the  existence  of  a  small  abscess  imbeded 
between  the  l&mellee  of  the  cornea.  IJi  addition  to  the  ordinary 
symptoms  of  torofolous  inflammation  of  the  eye,  you  find  in  the 
cornea,  just  below  the  pnpil,  a  small  circnmscribed  spot,  bulged 
a  little  forward  and  presentiDg  a  yellow  appearance,  somewhat 
Uke  a  drop  of  pus  when  seen  under  a  thin  glass.  In  disonssing 
this  subject,  yon  will  remember  that  it  was  recommended  to  freely 
open  the  corneal  abscess,  from  whatever  cause  produced,  when- 
ever it  was  foond  to  be  on  the  increase  and  threatening  a  still 
further  destruction  of  the  tissues.  In  this  case  it  is  circnmscribed, 
and  from  the  history  of  the  disease  and  the  present  appearance 
of  the  absoess,  we  judge  it  to  be  stationary  and  not  demanding 
the  use  of  the  knife.  Should  it,  however,  extend,  this  treatment 
mnst  be  resorted  to.  For  the  present  we  will  use  a  solution  of 
atri^ine  freely  and  often,  for  reasons  which  yon  have  several 
times  had  explained  to  you.  Also  the  compound  belladonna 
ointment,  which  consiata  of — 

ii. — Ext  BelladoDnie gr.  xvj. 

Hyd.  Frcecip.  Albi, gr.  xij. 

XJog.  Aqme  Bosse  (or  Ung.  Simp,),    .        .        3ij. 
M.  and  Ft.  Ung. — Bub  a  small  piece  over  the  forehead,  above 
the  eye,  every  two  or  three  hours;  and  for  its  alterative  effect  we 
prescribe  the  following: 
JJ.— Fl.  Ext.  Stillingife. 

Tinct  Gentians, aa.  ^jss- 

lod.  Potass., laa. 

Hyd.  Corros.  Sublim.,        .        .        .        .        gr.  j. 

Aqnea  Destil, 5iij- 

S. — One  teaapoonful  three  times  daily. 

The  eye  is  to  be  kept  bandaged,  and  thus  excluded  from  the 
light  and  allowed  complete  rest.    If  necessary',  warm  applications 
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wQl  be  mad«  over  the  eye.  Patient  will  also  take  an  occasional 
(lose  of  soccharated  calomel,  and  live  upon  a  nourishing  diet  and 
take  plenty  of  outdoor  exercise. 

Note. — After  several  months'  treatment  the  patient  has  folly 
recovered,  and  her  general  health  is  thoroughly  restored.  A 
small  opacity  occapies  the  seat  of  the  abscess,  bat  it  is  slowly 
disappearing,  and  will  probably  pass  away  altogether. 

C&3E  12.  Keloid  Tumor  upon  Ike  lobe  of  each  Ear — ExHrpalion. 
A.  H.,  col'd  girl,  fet  eleven  years,  Atlanta.  Hanging  from  the 
lobe  of  the  left  ear,  and  embracing  the  lob^  itself,  is  a  tumor  of 
the  size  of  an  English  walnut.  These  keloid  tumors  mostly 
spring  from  an  old  scar,  and  sometimes  grow  to  be  quite  large. 
Amongst  negtoaa  you  will  find  them  most  frequently,  and  the 
iQbe  of  the  ear  is  a  favorite  seat  for  them.  Ab  in  this  case,  they 
are  often  produced  by  wearing  brass  ear-rings,  the  brass  irritat- 
iog  and  poisoning  the  tissues  in  such  a  way  as  to  produce  these 
peculiar  growths.  As  a  rule  they  are  not  painful  unless  pressed 
upon.  The  only  treatment  is  their  removal  by  means  of  the 
knife.  The  tumor  is  excised  in  such  a  way  as  to  leave  the  lobe 
in  as  good  a  shape  as  possible,  and  the  edges  of  the  wound 
brought  tt^ether  with  silk  sutures.  Wound  healed  rapidly,  and 
only  by  comparing  the  tvro  ears  can  it  be  seen  that  any  part  ot 
the  left  lobe  has  been  removed.  Two  weeks  after  the  first  oper- 
ation, a  smaller  tumor  of  the  same  character,  (keloid,)  upon  the 
lobe  of  the  right  ear,  and  produced  by  the  same  cause  (wearing 
brass  ear-rings)  was  removed  jnst  as  in  the  first  instance,  and 
with  like  good  result.  Keloid  growths  are  prone  to  retimt,  even 
after  the  most  complete  removal,  and  in  dismissing  the  patient 
as  cnred,  she  was  directed,  in  case  of  their  return,  to  have  them 
excised  before  they  grew  to  any  size,  as  this  would  probably 
check  their  reappearance. 

Cass  13.  ExanlhematoitH  Opklhalmia.~S.  W.,  White,  set.  two 
years,  Atlanta.  This  is  a  typical  case  of  exaotbematons  conjunc- 
tivitis, being  free  from  any  complications,  as  existed  in  the  simi- 
lar case  which  was  brought  before  you.  The  conjunctivitis  is 
nothing  more  than  an  inflammation  produced  by  the  presence  of 
an  acate  eczema  upon  the  face  and  lids.  The  care  of  the  affec- 
tion of  the  conjunctiva  requires  only  the  removal  of  the  disease 
which  caused  it.  For  the  eye  we  will  recommend  nothing  more 
than  the  frequent  cleansing  from  the  secretions  which  may  col- 
lect underneath  the  lids,  and  the  apphcntion  of  simple  cold  water. 
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For  the  eczema  the  diacylon  ointment  (ung,  diacyli  {Hebnc)  jij., 
oL  lavendulte,  gU.  t.)  is  to  be  used  ia  the  s&uie  mauuer  as  in  the 
other  caae. 

Note. — One  weet  later  yon  find  the  ekin  disease  materially 
diminished,  and  the  conjunctivitis  quite  gone.  Treatment  to  be 
continued  antil  the  original  trouble  (the  eczema)  is  cured. 

Case  14.  Central  Opaeiiy  of  the  Coiiiea — Ibidotomt. — Wm.  B., 
white,  tet.  twenty-fiTey6ar8,CampbelltoD,  Ga.  The  patient  has  had 
granular  lids  in  both  eyes,  producing  an  ulcer  upon  the  cornea  of 
the  left.  By  long  treatment  with  nit.  silver,  sulpb.  copper,  etc.,  the 
granulations  have  disappeared,  and  the  nicer  has  healed,  but  left 
in  ita  stead  a  thick  opacity,  situated  directly  in  front  of  the  pupil 
and  interfering  with  vision.  Upon  dilating  the  pupil  and  exam- 
ining the  iuterioT  of  the  eye  with  the  ophthalmoscope,  every  thing 
within  was  found  to  be  perfectly  nonoal;  and  with  the  pupil  in 
tbia  dilated  condition,  the  vision  ^particularly  for  distant  objects) 
waa  immeasely  improved,  the  clear  portion  of  the  cornea  around 
the  opacity  permitting  the  free  entrance  of  the  rays  of  Ught  into 
the  interior.  Formerly  an  iridectomy  was  the  remedy  against- 
Bticb  an  evil;  but  this  has  many  disadvantages  connected  with  it. 
An  iridotomy  answers  the  same  purpose  as  an  iridectomy  in  such 
cases,  (viz.,  the  making  of  an  artificial  pupil,)  and  yet  avoids  the 
disadvauta<-e  of  a  portion  of  the  iris  being  cut  away.  Here  we 
intend  making  the  first  of  these  operations.  The  patient  is 
placed  upon  the  table,  the  lids  held  apart  by  means  of  the  eye 
specalnm,  and  grasping  with  a  pur  of  forceps  a  fold  of  conjunc- 
tiva below  the  cornea,  the  spear-shaped  iridectomy  knife  is  passed 
into  the  anterior  chamber,  through  the  upper  part  of  the  comeo- 
eclerotic  junction.  The  closed  blades  of  De  Wecket'a  scissors  are 
then  entered  through  this  opening  into  the  anterior  chamber, 
until  the  point  is  opposite  the  lower  pupillary  margin,  when  the 
blades  are  allowed  to  open,  and  one  passed  through  the  pupil 
behind  the  iris  and  resting  upon  the  anterior  capsole  of  the  lens. 
The  other  passes  in  front  of  the  iris,  and  the  instrument  is  pushed 
on  towards  the  bottom  of  the  anterior  chamber,  until  a  sufficient 
poriiion  of  the  iris  is  brought  between  the  two  blades.  These  are  ■ 
then  brought  together  and  the  iris  tissue  severed,  and  by  the 
contraction  of  the  divided  circular  muscular  fibres  (sphincter),  » 
triangular  opening  is  made,  the  base  looking  towards  the  pupil- 
lary border.  The  prolapsed  portion  of  iris  is  replaced  and  the 
eye  bandaged. 

When  seen  on  the  following  day,  and  after  the  anterior  cham- 
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ber  haJ  refilled,  the  cut  edges  of  tbe  iris  bad  drawn  Btill  further 
apart,  and  &  Bufficientl;  large  artificial  pupil  existed  below  the 
cornea]  opacity  to  permit  of  good  vision,  and  no  portion  of  the 
irie  had  been  cut  away,  as  would  have  been  had  an  iridectomy 
been  made.  Patient  soou  recovered,  with  a  good  (artificial)  pu- 
pil and  greatly  increased  vision.  No  auiesthetic  was  used  in  thia 
case. 

C.\se15.  Slapkyhma — Operation,  and  tattooing  Ihf.  Vor neat  Opac- 
ihj.—'Jd.  B.,  col'd  woman,  let  thirty  years,  Atlanta.  From  some 
severe  infliuumation,  the  patient  has  had  the  cornea  of  the  right 
eye  injured  to  such  an  extent  that  a  partial  staphyloma  has  been 
the  result.  She  has  no  vision  in  the  eye,  and  an  operation  ia 
necessary  only  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  protrusion,  when  what- 
ever opacity  may  be  remaining  after  the  operation  has  healed 
-will  be  changed  from  its  white  to  a  dark  appearance,  by  the  pro* 
cess  of  tattooing. 

A  Beer's  knife  is  passed  through  the  lower  portion  of  the 
«t^hyloma,  and,  with  forceps  and  scissors,  a  good-sized  piece  of 
the  protrading  cornea  is  cut  away.  The  eye  is  bandaged  and 
the  wound  allowed  to  heal  by  granulation,  which  it  does  in  the 
eoorse  of  three  or  foar  weeks,  the  contraction  of  the  cicatrix  re- 
ducing the  projection  to  its  natural  size,  and  leaving  a  fiat,  wbit« 
opacity.  To  relieve  this  deformity  it*is  proposed  to  darken  the 
opacity  by  tattooing  with  Indian  ink.  An  eye  speculum  is  placed 
Jietween  the  lids,  and,  with  the  patient  in  a  recumbent  position, 
A  semi-fluid  solution  of  the  Indian  ink  is  spread  over  the  opacity, 
and  with  the  tattooing  instrument  (eight  or  ten  needles  fastened 
in  a  handle)  a  mnltitude  of  little  holes  are  nipidly  pricketl  into 
the  parts,  into  which  the  ink  lions  and  remains,  becoming  part 
and  parcel  of  the  tissue.  Tbe  ink  and  the  needles  are  several 
times  reapplied  during  the  one  operation,  doing  as  mnch  as  it  is 
prudent  for  one  time.  After  on  interval  of  a  week  tbe  operation 
is  again  and  again  repeated  in  the  same  way,  until  the  formerly 
white  appearance  of  tbe  front  part  of  the  eye  has  given  way  to  a 
dark  color.  Very  little  irritation  bas  followed  eacli  application, 
tbe  eye  recovering  fully  after  a  few  daya  The  conspicuous,  whits 
.appearance  has  been  removed,  and  only  when  tolerably  near  the 
patient  can  the  nature  of  tbe  formerly  existing  trouble  and  tbe 
operation  be  observed. 

Tattooing  is  also  applicable  to  small  corneal  opacities,  render- 
ing white  spots  colored,  and  hence  less  conspicuous. 

Cas£  16.  Hordeolum,  Treatment  toprevent  tUyes. — T.  E.  J.,  white. 
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set.  twenty-one  years,  Georgia.  This  case  is  preeentod  to  yon  sim- 
ply to  show  yon,  aoatomically,  what  a  stye  is  and  its  treatmeat, 
and  to  speak  of  the  mode  beet  calculated  to  prevent  its  return. 
Inflammation  and  swelling  of  the  tisanes  in  and  around  the  hair 
follicles  and  in  the  little  glands  which  supply  them,  coustitate  a 
stye.  It  points,  at  the  margin  of  the  lid,  or  near  it,  upon  the  con- 
junctiTal  Bur^ce.  The  quickest  way  of  relieving  it  is  by  punc- 
turing and  letting  out  whatever  pus  may  be  contained  within,  or 
even  though  pus  may  not  yet  have  formed,  the  bleeding  after 
puncturing  often  brings  about  a  speedy  cure.  At  the  same  time, 
use  warm  poultices.  Many  persons  (particularly  delicate  icdi- 
viduals  who  live  high)  seem  to  be  pecubarly  susceptible  to  this 
annoying  disease,  and  have  frequent  returns  of  it  without  any 
apparent  cause,  or  upon  the  slightest  exposure.  To  ^t  thor- 
onghly  rid  of  this  tendency  to  recurrence,  not  unfrequently  re- 
quires no  smalt  amount  of  patience  and  perseverance  on  the  part 
both  of  the  physician  and  the  patient  I  have  foond  an  ointment 
composed  of  gr.  ij.-iv.  nit.  sUver  to  ^j.  simple  cerate,  nibbed  well 
into  the  edges  of  the  lids  once  or  twice  daily,  to  be  beneficial  in 
preventing  relapses.  Also  the  ointment  of  red  oude  mercnryr 
gr.  ij.-iv.  to  3j.  cerate,  used  in  the  same  way,  effects  a  perfect 
cure  if  persistently  kept  up.  It  must  be  rubbed  into  tbe  edges 
of  the  bds  every  night  oil  going  to  bed,  and  left  on  during  the 
entire  night  If  the  health  of  the  patient  requires  it,  give  also 
constitutional  remedies.  This  mode  of  treatment  wilt  rarely  fail 
to  check  tbe  recurrence  of  the  disease. 

Case  17.  Scrofvlowii  Ophlhalviia  with  PuvnuB.—'E.  McC,  col'd, 
est  twenty-one  years,  Atlanta.  Similar  cases  to  this  you  have  seen 
on  several  previous  occasions,  but  I  would  like  to  call  your  atten- 
tion again  to  the  frequency  of  the  existence  of  pannus  as  a  result  of 
scrofulous  ophthalmia.  Tou  have  now  bad  frequent  opportunity 
of  seeing  it,  following  this  disease  and  also  granular  lids,  and,  iu 
the  majority  of  instances,  you  will  find  it  to  be  the  result  of  the 
one  or  the  other.  Treating  tbe  original  trouble,  by  means  of 
atropine,  compound  belladonna  ointment,  and,  if  necessary,  the 
yellow  oxide  of  mercury  ointment,  with  constitutional  remedies,, 
will  overcome  it,  and  tbe  pannus  will  of  itself  get  well.  lu  your 
practice  you  will  notice  that  negroes  are  pecubarly  liable  to  scrof- 
nloos  diseases,  manifesting  itself  most  frequently  in  the  eye. 
Their  sosceptibility,  no  doubt,  depends  upon  their  irregular  mode 
of  living,  want  of  care  and  attention  to  themselves.   Oonaumptioo. 

is  yearly  carrying  off  thousands  of  them.  C.w-v^iL^ 

rjoiii,-,-ri  h,' vjl-H-JvIL 
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The  following  poem  occasionally  is  found  in  print,  bat  nsnally 
with  Bome  comiptioas.  It  was  last  published  in  tbe  BiiAmond 
and  LouigviUe  Medical  Journal,  but  with  many  errors.  It  was 
written  by  a  medical  student,  now  a  Professor  in  New  York.  As 
it  has  Dever  been  acknowledged  publicly  we  do  not  feel  at  liberty 
to  disclose  the  writer's  name,  but  this  is  set  up  in  accordance 
with  a  copy  in  the  author's  own  manuscript. 

THE  ANATOUISTS  ODE  TO  HIS  MISTRESS. 
I  list  as  thj  heart  and  ascending  Korta 

T&eit  volomes  ot  ralvnlttT  haTmonj  poor; 
And  m/  BODl  ftoiu  that  miucDlar  music  baa  caught  a 
New  life  'mid  its  dry  anatomical  tore. 

O  rare  is  the  Bonud  when  th;  rentricles  tbiob 
In  a  ijstolic  symphony  measured  and  alow, 

Whilo  Ibe  anriclea  answer  with  rythmical  aob, 
Au  they  mormur  a  melody  wondronsly  low  1 

O  thy  comea,  love,  hon  tbe  radiant  light 

Of  the  sparkle  that  laagbs  In  the  ioicie'a  sbeen; 

And  thy  crysUklline  lens,  like  a  diamond  bright. 
Through  tiie  qulToring  tr&me  of  thine  icie  is  seen  1 

And  thy  retina,  spriading  it«  Instte  of  pearl. 

Like  a  ^  away  nebula,  distantly  gleams 
From  a  vault  of  block  cellular  mirrors  that  hurl 

From  their  beiagou  angles  tbe  iiilvery  beams. 

Ah  I  the  flash  of  those  orbs  ia  enslaving  me  still. 
As  they  roll  'neath  the  palpebrs,  dimly  tranfllncent. 

Obeying  in  sileooe  the  magical  will 

Of  the  oeulo-molor — pathetic— abduoent 

0  Bweet  is  thy  voioe,  as  it  sighingly  swells 
From  thy  daintily  qnivering  ohordte  vucales, 

Or  rings  in  dear  tones  through  tbe  echoing  cells 
Of  the  antram,  tbe  ethmoid,  and  sinus  frontales  ! 

And  stately  tbe  heave  of  thy  maidenly  breast 
As  the  swell  of  the  billow  swift  rolling  to  land; 

And  aa  soft  tbe  vssicnlar  siijh  in  thy  cheat 
As  the  raoan  of  the  ripple  IbaC  ebbs  o'er  tbe  sand. 
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Bat  alas '.  'tu  with  muny  foTebodiogs  I  pen 
AnahnDiaal  veiaes  thy  boaaty  to  praino. 

For  I  fear  me  my  stndieB  will  never  iigaia 
Bring  the  solnce  they  bad  in  my  happier  <lHya. 

ThoQ  hasl  stoloD  the  chivrm  from  my  studio  dim— 
From  dissectlnn  I  turn  with  embittering  wrath— 

Thou  has  stepped  betwixt  me  and  my  skeletons  grim  — 
Ah,  l.id;  !  bir  luily '.  why  orosHOd  ye  my  path  \ 


Db.  Jacobi,  of  New  York,  os  Diphthbr'a. —  *  •  •  He  said 
the  remedies  which  he  uses  are  few  in  number  and  simple  in 
character.  *  *  *  He  looks  after  the  mouth  and  the  pharynx  of 
the  children  among  his  acquaintances  as  a  regular  thing.  Erup- 
tions on  the  head  most  be  removed,  and  glandular  awellings 
arooud  the  neck  prevented  or  speedily  cured.  The  same  may  be 
»aid  of  nasal  catarrh  and  catarrh  of  the  pharynx.  Hypertrophied 
tonsils  mast  not  be  exseoted  at  a  time  when  diphtheria  prevails, 
for  at  BQcb  a  time  every  wound  is  apt  to  become  diphtheritic, 
and  hardly  any  operation  inside  the  month  will  heal  without  be- 
coming diphtheritic.  For  the  same  reason  he  postpones  almost 
every  sort  of  bloody  operation  during  an  epidemic  of  diphtheria, 
if  possible.  Lately  he  had  seen  the  whole  wound  of  an  operation 
performed  by  one  of  the  most  prominent  operators  in  the  city, 
in  a  house  where  there  was  none  of  this  disease  before,  become 
diphtheritic  and  jeopardize  the  success  of  the  operation. 

He  spoke  of  the  chlorate  of  potassium  and  the  chloride  of 
sodium  as  a  means  of  preventing  the  disease.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, place  mnch  reliance  on  these  agents  as  remedies  in  diph- 
theria, yet  he  gave  chlorate  of  potassium  in  almost  every  case. 
*  *  He  gives  it  for  its  effect  on  the  inflamed  mouth  and  pharynx, 
but  not  for  the  diphtheria.  It  acts  as  a  preventive  by  restoring 
the  macons  membrane  to  its  normal  condition.  He  does  not  do 
mnch  more  in  tonsillar  diphtheria.  As  this  is  a  benign  affection, 
it  is  of  much  greater  importance  to  prevent  it  from  spreading 
than  to  remove  it  from  the  tonsils,  where  its  connections  with  the 
systems  of  the  blood  and  lymphatics  is  so  limited.  In  order  to 
have  the  fall  efi'ect,  he  insists  upon  frequent  administration. 
Doses  ought  to  follow  each  other  in  rapid  saccession:  at  least 
e-very  hour,  every  half-hoar,  or  every  quarter  of  an  hour  a  small 
dose  ought  to  be  given,  to  keep  up  a  constant  control  over  th* 
endangered  mucous  membrane  with  the  remedy.    From  a  baU- 
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dracbm  to  a  Orachui  may  be  given  during  the  tneuty-foar  hours. 
Ah  m&n;  fumiliee  are  acquainted  with  the  remedy  and  Qse  it 
withont  being  bidden,  see  to  it  that  the  doae  is  not  too  large. 
The  death  of  Dr.  Fonotain,  o(  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  of  manj 
others,  from  over-doses  of  chlorate  of  potassium,  ought  to  b« 
heeded. 

In  mild  coses  of  tonsillar  diphtheria  Dr.  Jacobi  sometimes 
tries  to  remove  or  destroy  the  membrane  when  the  latter  ia  acces- 
sible. He  iiisisbj  upon  the  latter  being  the  case,  because,  in  his 
opinion,  the  use  of  solid  sticks  or  of  the  mineral  acids  has  done 
more  harm  than  goed.  Where  he  cannot  reach  the  diphtheritic 
deposit  and  remove  it  tboroagbly,  usually  with  the  concentrated 
carbolic  acid,  he  lets  it  alone  altogether.  The  experience  is  not 
new  that  abrasion  of  the  mucous  membrane  and  injury  to  the 
epithelium  will  spread  this  process  in  a  very  short  time.  In 
many  of  the  simpler  cases  of  tonsillar  diphtheria,  he  ^ves  chlo- 
rate of  potassium  combined  with  lime-water  or  tinctura  ferri 
chloridi,  3ss.  to  3ij.  a  day,  and  generally  mixed  with  a  little  gly- 
cerin, for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  remedy  in  longer  contact 
with  the  diseased  surface,  if  not  for  its  own  effects.  *  *  * 

Whatever  is  to  be  dono  in  diphtheria  must  be  done  early. 
Hore  than  anything  else,  the  doctor  urges  attention  to  feeding. 
Beoieiubering  the  greediness  of  lymph-vessels  when  the  chyle- 
vessels  are  not  supplied,  he  feeds  as  well  as  the  digestive  powers 
of  the  patient  will  permit,  always  keeping  in  view,  however,  the 
fact  that  the  stomach  of  a  fever-patient  lunat  bo  carefully  looked 
after.  *  *  * 

What  are  the  dangers  of  nasal  diphtheria?  Bnpid  absorption, 
putrefaction,  inhalation  of  vile  smells.  The  indications  are  clear 
enoogh.  The  surface  of  the  nose  mu.-)!  be  cleansed  and  disin- 
fected. When  you  begin  early,  the  layers  of  epithelium  are  less 
liable  to  be  involved  in  the  diphtheritic  lesions.  Tour  disinfec- 
tant will  then  be  successful,  and  your  injection  will  wash  the 
surface  clean.  No  strong  disinfectant  is  required:  two  or  four 
four  grains  of  carbolic  acid  to  the  ounce  of  water  is  enough.  In- 
jections most  be  made  into  each  nostril  until  the  stream  flows 
freely.  This  should  be  done  every  hour,  or  oftener  if  necessary. 
At  the  eame  time,  care  mast  be  taken  that  none  of  the  liquid 
reaches  the  fauces.  Of  otitis  there  is  no  fear.  Frob^ly  th« 
Eustachian  tube  is  closed  by  catarrhal  or  diphtheritic  swelling. 
He  bae  never  seen  any  difficulty  arising  from  injections.    A  com- 
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mon  Bfrioge  suffices;  the  nasal  douche  is  much  better.     In  ae- 
glected  cftsea  the  syringe  will  open  a  closed -up  Dares.  ■  *  • 

There  is  only  one  way  to  save  a  case  of  nasal  diphtheria,  and 
that  is  by  disinfection  and  washing  of  the  parts.  What  disinfec- 
tant is  preferable  ?  He  avoided,  in  the  first  place,  those  which 
stain  the  snrroandings,  and  those  which  coagulate.  For  that 
reason  the  vanons  preparations  of  iron  are  not  nsed,  and  also  th& 
permanganate  of  potassiam.  Carbolic  acid  Las  been  freqaently 
used  by  him.  When  there  is  no  smell,  lime-water  has  often  been 
used,  pnre,  or  somewhat  diluted,  for  its  solvent  effect.  Internal 
disinfectants  and  antiseptics  are  of  no  effect  But,  above  all, 
attendance  is  necessary.  He  has  not  lost  a  single  case  in  his  own 
practice  for  years.  He  sees  them  early,  or  has  them  looked  after, 
and  takes  care  that  hia  orders  are  strictly  obeyed. — Med.  Times. 

Canceb — Pbactical  Cong lusioks.— Carcinoma  and  sarcoma  are- 
probably  both  local  diseases  in  the  outset,  and  could  they  be  ex- 
cised or  othervrise  destroyed  sufficiently  early,  would  result  in  a 
permanent  cure.  The  fact  is,  however,  that  in  carcinoma  germ» 
have  usually  been  sent  along  the  lymphatics,  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  surgeon,  long  before  the  patient  presents  himself  for  treats 
menti  hence,  the  removal  of  the  original  tumor  does  not  prevent 
the  recurrence  in  the  lymphatic  glands.  The  cancer,  however, 
ought  to  be  removed,  and  the  earlier  the  better;  and  it  would 
seem  to  be  our  duty  at  the  same  time  to  remove  the  correspond- 
ing lymphatic  glands,  even  if  they  are  not  perceptibly  enlarged, 
because  their  infection  may  S>e  considered  as  already  accom- 
plished, though  the  development  be  not  yet  manifest.  There  ia 
no  rational  doubt  that  early  and  thorough  extirpation  of  the  can- 
cer on  the  average  prolongs  life  and  comfort. 

The  removal  of  sarcoma  is  a  much  more  hopeful  procedure. 
The  glands  not  being  infected,  the  patient  often  show  little  ten- 
dency to  a  recurrence  after  a  thorough  excisiou,  so  that  an  early 
and  complete  removal  is  above  all  things  to  be  desired. — Medical 
Examiner. 

DiorrALiB  IN  Heabt  Diseases. — Prof.  Wood. — Digitalis,  then,  in 
man,  by  its  action  on  the  inhibitory  apparatus,  prolongs  the  pe- 
riod of  diastole,  thus  giving  time  for  the  ventricles  te  fill  up  with 
more  blood  than  usual,  and  also  increases  the  muscular  power  t>f 
the  heart,  so  that  when  it  contracts  a  greater  volume  of  blood  i» 
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tiurown  with  a  greater  foro«  into  the  arterial  aystem.  Before  we 
begin  to  appl;  these  principles,  remember  also  that  the  vascular 
system  under  the  control  of  the  vaso-motor  Derree  is  probably 
kept  in  a  state  of  contraction  by  the  influence  of  digitalis. 

Almost  nothing  bnt  common  sense  is  needed  now  to  apply 
ttiese  facts  to  the  treatment  of  heart  diseases.  If  what  has  been 
aaid  is  tme,  digitalis  ought  to  be  usefid  when  there  is  a  deficiency 
of  heart-power.  Remember  that  it  is  not  a  rag  that  will  stop  a 
leak,  and  do  not  fall  into  the  common  error  of  expecting  the 
drug  to  perform  impossibilities.  It  cannot  tighten  a  leaking 
valve.  It  cannot  open  and  smooth  down  a  contracted  orifice. 
In  other  words,  in  valvular  lesions  it  can  only  indirectly  remedy 
the  defects;  and  although  often  you  will  get  the  most  surprising 
reenlte  from  its  use,  yet  in  every  case  of  valvular  lesion  there 
comes,  sooner  or  later,  a  stage  when  digitalis  la  powerless.  It  is 
when  the  valves  ore  healthy,  and  the  cardiac  failure  is  due  simply 
to  the  weakness  of  the  muscular  walls  that  digitalis  exerts  ita- 
most  wonderful  powers.  Nothing  ia  more  marvelous  in  clinic^ 
medicine  than  the  reUef  yon  can  sometimes  rapidly  afford  in 
cases  of  simple  dilatation  of  the  heart. — Canada  Medical  Record. 

Gh&DUAI.  I>tLATATION    or  SrBICTVnE    OF  THE    UkETHBA    OX  THX 

Pbihciplb  or  the  "Multiple  Wedoe." — Hij  John  S.  Gdeman, 
M.D.,  Avgw^  Qa. — As  both  internal  urethrotomy  and  divulsioa 
are  occasionally  followed  by  such  serious  consequences,  a  new 
method  of  general  dilatation  must  meet  the  approval  of  thoa« 
members  of  the  profession  who  treat  cases  of  stricture.  A  gen- 
tleman applied  to  me  for  relief  from  retention  of  urine.  Faihng 
to  introduce  an  ordinary  catheter,  the  stricture  being  in  the 
membranous  portion  of  the  nrethro,  I  took  one  of  Gouley's 
whalebone  guides  and  passed  it  into  the  stricture,  but  not  into 
the  bladder.  The  effort  relaxed  the  spasm  snf&ciently  to  admit- 
•(  his  voiding  his  nrina  With  the  view  of  eliminating  this  ele- 
ment of  trouble,  I  directed  him  to  make  use  of  an  enema  of 
thirty  drops  of  laudanom  just  before  his  next  visit.  (It  is  my 
habit  to  nse  quinine  freely  dnring  the  b^atment  of  strictore,  as 
a  prophylactic  against  urethral  fever.)  On  the  third  day  he  re- 
turned, and  I  readily  introdaoed  into  his  bladder  one  of  the 
whalebone  guides;  after  allowing  it  to  remain  a  few  momenta  the 
idea  occnrred  to  me  that  I  might  pass  another  down  by  its  side, 
which,  with  some  difficulty,  I  suceeeded  in  accomplishing.     Ab- 
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the  third  sitting  I  introduced  four  of  the  gaides.  At  the  foui-th 
I  introduced  two  gaides,  together  with  three  gum-elnstic  bougies 
of  Gemrig's  scale,  Nos.  3,  4,  and  6,  the  whole  equalling  in  balk 
about  a  No.  7,  Euglish  scale.  On  a  previous  occasion,  in  a  cas« 
of  retention,  I  succeeded  in  relieving  the  patient  by  the  simple 
introduction  of  one  guide. 

In  reply  to  my  communication  to  Dr.  Gouley  on  the  subject, 
he  says:  "I  have  myself  wedged  in  two  and  sometimes  three  of 
these  bougies  side  by  side,  and  have  thus  rendered  otherwise  im- 
"passable  strictures  amenable  to  ordinary  dilatation.  Three  years 
ago  I  had  some  whalebone  probe-pointed  bougies  made  very 
email  (capillary)  for  the  first  two  inches  from  the  vesical  end, 
and  thence  increasing  gradually  to  Nos.  J,  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  so  that 
I  could  accomplish  more  dilatation  with  a  simple  bougie  at  one 
flitting  than  I  could  with  two  or  three  ordinary  whalebone  capil- 
lary bougies  introduced  side  by  side." 

In  closing  his  letter  he  says:  "I  wonld  suggest  also  that  a 
«maU  tunnelled  sound  or  catheter  be  used  after  having  passed 
three  or  four  capillary  instruments,  and  while  they  are  still  in  po- 
aitioQ.  In  this  manner  the  wedge-principle  could  be  carried  out 
to  the  point  of  divulsion  if  desirable." 

It  is  quite  evident  to  my  mind  that  Dr.  Gonley,  though  he 
had  used  the  "  two  or  three  gnides  side  by  side,"  did  not  ap- 
preciate the  principle  involved,  for  be  abandoned  it  for  the 
"whalebone  probe-pointed  bougies."  The  name  of  this  Uttle 
whalebone  instrument  designates  the  use  for  which  it  is  intended 
by  Dr.  Gouley,  viz:  a  "  guide  "  upon  which  to  pass  a  "  tunnelled 
^ooved  sound  "  into  a  strictnre,  to  facilitate  the  operation  of  ex- 
ternal urethrotomy.  My  plea  is  that  the  "  wedge- principle  "  will 
obviate,  in  most  cases,  the  necessity  for  divulsion,  iuterual  or  ex- 
ternal urethrotomy.  I  therefore  claim  priority,  if  not  in  actnal 
use,  in  first  appreciating  and  making  known  the  multiple- wedge 
principle  in  the  treatment  of  urethral  stricture.  I  am  aware  that 
many  medical  men  will  at  once  say  that  there  is  nothing  sew  io 
the  wedge;  that  all  conical  bougies  are  wedges.  This  I  grant, 
but  claim  that  it  is  a  new  application  of  the  principle  of  the 
vedge  in  the  treatment  of  stricture. 

It  ought  to  be  a  self-evident  proposition  that  it  is  easier  to 
introduce  singly  the  component  parts  of  a  wedge  than  to  intro- 
duce it  aa  a  whole.  Take,  for  example,  a  No.  12  conical  boDgi«, 
«vea  capillary  at  He  point,  and  attempt  to  introduce  it  into  a 
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atrictnni,  where  is  the  point  of  friction  and  resistance  ?    Is  it  not 
around  the  entire  circamference  of  the  Btrictnre  ? 

Diminifih  the  size  of  the  instrament  and  in  a  direct  ratio  you 
diminish  the  amount  of  resistance.  Aiter  having  passed  into  a 
stricture  one  of  these  whitlebone  guides,  the  second  has  to  over- 
come the  friction  and  resistance  of  but  one-half  the  circumfer- 
ence of  the  stricture  and  the  line  of  contact  with  the  other 
bougie. 

Now  that  we  hare  passed  these  two,  we  have  a  groove  in 
front  and  behind  them,  through  which  we  can  readily  pass  the 
third  and  fourth,  having  now  to  overcome  the  resistance  of  bnt 
one-fourth  the  circumference  of  the  stricture  and  the  txDO  lines  of 
eoniact  with  the  instruments  already  in  position. 

For  these  guides  the  profession  owe  Dr.  (irouley  n  lastiug  debt 
of  gratitude. — Medical  Record. 

Waeu  Injections  ik  Uterine  H^MOtuiBAbEs. — The  success  of 
an  American  physician  induced  Dr.  Windelban,  of  Berlin,  {AUg. 
Med.  Central'ZeUung)  to  moke  use  of  hot  injections  in  a  case  of 
dangerous  hemorrhage  in  an  abortion,  and  in  which  case  the 
midwife  in  attendance  had  akeady  resorted  to  ergot  and  cold  in- 
jections without  at  all  checking  the  loss  of  blood.  The  effect  was 
immediate,  and  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  Within  u  few 
seconds  after  the  entrance  of  the  hot  water,  such  energetic  con- 
tractions of  the  womb  came  on,  that  the  fwtus,  which  had  just 
presented  at  the  os,  but  which  was  almost  beyond  reach,  was, 
together  with  the  secundines,  expelled  within  a  quarter  of  an 
boor.  EncoUTf^ed  by  the  energetic  excitation  of  the  uterine 
muscular  tissue,  the  injections  were  repeated  during  the  following 
days,  whenever  any  signs  of  recurrence  of  the  hemorrhage  man- 
ifested themselves;  they  were  continued  until  the  normal  inver- 
sion of  the  ntema  had  been  accon^phshed,  bnt  the  temperature 
of  the  walet  was  gradually  lowered  until  lukewarm  water  was 
used.  The  author  has  employed  the  warm  injections  with  the 
very  best  resiiits,  not  only  in  11  abortions,  but  in  all  kinds  of 
nterine  hemorrhages,  in  2  cases  of  profuse  hemorrhage  accom- 
panying placenta  previa,  in  that  caused  by  fibroids  and  other 
tumors  in  the  cavity  and  in  the  walls  of  the  uterus,  in  carcinoma 
of  that  organ,  in  hemorrhage  from  the  empty  and  relaxed  utems 
after  partoritioD,  in  profuse  menstruation,  in  short,  in  all  cases 
of  uterine  faemorrhi^e  which  came  under  his  care  during  the  past 
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year.  The  iDJectioDH  were  always  practieed  by  means  of  the 
■simple  uterine  douche,  after  the  manner  of  irrigatioD,  the  water 
being  of  a  temperature  of  34''-38''C.  (92''-100'*  Fahr.);  no  ill 
effects,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  greatest  advantage  was  always 
observed  after  their  use. 

A  Card. — We  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  facalty  to  the 
following  analyses  of  Cinch o-Qui nine,  from  some  of  the  most  em- 
inent chemistsi  Biujnob,  Clapp  &  Co.,  Boston. 

CucMicAL  Laboratori  of  the  Univerbitt  of  Pennstltakia. 
■  West  Philadelphia,  January  29,  1875. 
Me'^rx.  }iillings,  Cta})p,  £  Co.: 

Oz'fniJEjrEs:  I  have  received  by  express  a  package  marked 
"  Sealed  by  S.  P.  Sharpies,  January  22,  187S,"  and  containing  a 
bottle  of  Cincho-Quinine,  with  the  label  of  James  B.  Nichols  h, 
Co.,  Chemists,  Boston,  which  I  have  tested,  and  have  found  it  to 
contain  quinine,  quinidine,  cinchonine,  *nd  ddnchonidine. 
Yours  reepectfally, 

F.  A.  Gemth, 
Professor  of  Uhemiitlrt/  and  Ulineralogy. 
Laboratoby  or  the  Univehsity  of  Chicago. 
Chicaoo,  February  1,  1875. 
I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  made  a  chemical  examination  of 
the  contents  of  a  bottle  of  Cincho-Quinine,  and  by  direction  I 
made  a  qualitative  examination  for  quinine,  quinidine  and  cincho- 
nine, and  hereby  certify  that  I  found  these  alkaloids  in  Cincho- 
Quinine.  C.  Gilbert  Wheeler, 

Professor  of  Chemistry. 

FoEMULj;  i-oR  THE  Troublesome  Cough  of  Fothisis. — 
li — Fotassii  bromidi,        .        ,        .         \ 

Fotasste  cbloratis,  .       .        .        .     >-  aa  3  ies. 
Ammonite  mnriatis,    .        .        .         ) 
Syrup  tolutani,       .       .     '   .        .        .      S  i^-  M. 
Tablespoonful  every  two  or  three  huurs. 
K. — TincturEe  opii  camphoratfe,  .      ^  i.; 

Tincturfe  belladonuEe,        .        .        .  3  i.; 

TinctursB  hyoscyami,'    .        .        .        .      3  ij,; 
Spiritue  Lavendulse  comp.,        .        .  3  i,  M. 

Ten  drops  on  a  lump  of  loaf  sugar  every  hour  until  cough  is 
.relieved. — Charily  Hospital,  New  York. 
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The  Utiijty  of  Medical  Lboislation. —  •  •  *  Iq  all  our 
«frorts  to  regalate  the  practice  of  medicine,  we  place  oureelTes  in 
a  very  anomalooa  poeition  towards  the  comtnanity.  We  take 
every  pains  and  ase  every  effort  to  protect  the  people  against  the 
evils  of  qaackery,  oftentimes  against  their  will,  and  then  shoalder 
oarselves  with  the  responsibilities  of  enforcing  the  law  afterwards. 
Evidentiy  there  is  very  little,  if  any,  sympathy  exercised  towards 
OB  in  sach  endeavors  by  the  very  people  for  whose  benefits  the 
law  was  originally  framed.  Ab  far  as  we  ourselves  are  con- 
cerned, the  task  is  not  only  a  thankless  one,  bat  is  in  its  ultimate 
reenlts  so  far  from  being  satisfactory,  that  it  tends  to  dishearten 
the  most  enthusiastic  committee,  or  to  render  nogatory  the 
best  directed  labors  of  the  most  faithful  and  conscientious  board 
of  examinere.     *     *    * 

The  whole  difficnlly  in  making  the  different  laws  effective 
jrcsts  in  a  proper  want  of  understanding  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
munity. We  can  never  expect  to  accomplish  anything  until  we 
convince  the  people  that  these  laws  are  intended  more  for  their 
protection  than  oars.  A  learned  profession  should  be  above 
making  any  requests  for  legislative  acts  to  benefit  itself.  If  it 
cannot  stand  on  its  own  merits,  it  has  no  claim  whatever  even  to 
ordinary  rei>pect.  Any  effort  to  force  such  a  consideration  by  a 
legal  enactment  is  not  only  absnrd,  but  positively  ruinons.  Our 
oHice  is  to  protect  the  people  as  much  as  possible  against  quack- 
ery. If  the  commnnity  do  not  care  to  properly  interpret  these 
Intentions,  that  is  no  concern  of  oars.  Practically  speaking,  the 
people  are  not  prepared  to  appreciate  our  motives,  and  will  never 
be,  until  they  are  sufficiently  educated  to  draw  the  line  between 
quackery  and  legitimate  medicine.  When  that  time  comes,  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  having  suitable  laws  passed,  and  the  people 
will  themeelves  take  the  proper  steps  to  panish  any  offenders. — 
The  Medical  Jtecord. 

Ready  Fon  an  E)ierc(encv. — According  to  the  editor  of  the 
Vaion  Medit-ale,  a  female  practitioner  in  Paris  was  recently  so 
overcome  by  the  gush  of  blood  in  a  case  of  poal-parlum  hemor- 
rhage that  she  fainted.  By  the  time  she  recovered  the  patient 
was  dead. — Philadelphia  Medical  Tlines. 

"I  am  having  myself  taken  in  oil,"  siiid  a  well-known  physi- 
cian, complacently  looking  round.  "Cod-liver,  I  suppose,'' 
growled  a  Jerroldian. — London  Societtj. 
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Extraction  of  the  Pl4CK!ita  in  Abortion. — In  the  OhxIHrical 
Society,  of  Boxlov,  November  14, 187i,  Dr.  Fifield  sai3,  with  refer- 
ence to  removing  placental  maesea,  Le  never  could  do  anything 
with  the  placental  forceps,  but  had  alwuys  succeeded  by  the- 
method  taught  him  bj  Dr.  Miller,  namely,  to  put  the  patient  on 
her  back  with  her  feet  in  chairs,  then  to  place  one  hand  upon  tbo 
hypogastrium,  and  with  the  index  finger  of  the  other  hand  to  hook 
down  the  uterus.  Having  on  one  occasion  pas.scd  the  forcep* 
through  a  long,  narrow  os,  he  waa  afraid  to  withdraw  them  in 
position,  convinced  that  in  so  doing  he  should  split  the  cervix. 
Ju  this  case  there  had  been  no  show  from  May  till  August;  then 
nothing  till  the  last  week  in  October,  when  he  saw  the  p^itient 
after  a  hiemorrhage  of  four  or  five  daj's.  He  extracted  a  placental 
moss  having  a  central  cavity,  which  hold  a  firetus  of  six  weeks' 
growth.  The  question  there  was  whether  an  intercurrent  htcm- 
orrha^e  marked  the  poiut  of  death  of  the  ftttus.  In  this  caafi 
apparently  it  did  not  do  so. — li'inlnn  Mrd.  and  b'urg.  Jour.,  Jon. 
28,  1875,  p.  103. 

The  Limits  OF  THE  PuYsrciAs's  RKSPosBiiiir.iTv. — In  the  recent 
suit  of  Rankin  vs.  McCarrelt,  for  alleged  malpractice,  in  the  Com- 
mon Fleas,  Pittsburgh,  Judge  Ewing  charged  the  jury  as  follows : 

"The  defendant,  as  a  physiciun,  if  he  understood  the  case  of 
this  boy,  was  bound  to  have  and  eseroise  the  ordinary  knowledge, 
skill  and  care  of  his  profession,  having  a  regard  to  the  advanced 
state  of  the  science  at  the  time.  If  he  failed  in  this,  and  iujnry 
resulted  to  the  boy  therefrom,  the  defendant  in  liable.  But  if  he 
had  and  exercised  this  ordinary  knowledge,  skill  and  care,  it  was 
all  that  he  was  required  to  do,  and  it  matters  not  what  was  tli& 
final  result  of  the  accident  or-disease  of  the  boy;  it  is  his  mis- 
fortune; he  cannot  recover  from  his  iiliysician.  A  physiciai; 
does  not  and  cannot  be  expected  to  secure  the  recovery  of  his 
patients.  He  deals  with  material  very  different  from  that  upon 
which  mechanics  operate.  His  business  is  with  muscles,  and 
nerves,  and  jcints,  and  organisms,  fully  understood  only  by  Om- 
niscience. With  a  high  respect  for  the  medical  profession,  theii' 
science  is  an  uncertain  one.  All  that  any  one  of  the  most  skilled 
aiid  learned  can  do  is  to  exercise  his  best  skill  and  judgment  in 
the  particular  case,  and  when  he  has  done  that,  if  he  has  ordi- 
nary knowledge  and  skill,  he  has  done  all  that  can  be  required 
of  him." — Sledical  and  Surgical  Bejjorler. 
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PREiiiTCRK  Bl'riai.  of  Medical  Papeks. — Many  of  these  papers 
possess  a  well-developed  vitality,  and  die  mainly  because  tliey 
are  not  placed  in  an  atmosphere  congenial  to  their  growth,  or 
they  are  prematurely  iuterred  in  onlmown  graves,  from  absolute 
lack  of  appreciation  of  their  inherent  mental  or  physical  force. 
Of  this  class  are  the  various  literary  productions  which,  under 
the  name  of  "Transactions"  of  National  and  especially  of  State 
organizations,  fiud  a  temporary  resting-place,  in  andistarbed 
repose,  on  the  practitioner's  book-shelf,  to  become,  in  time,  a 
matter  of  interest  to  the  ragman.  The  contribations  they  contain 
are  literally  buried  alive,  and  soon  pass  into  undeserved  oblivion, 
the  author  alone  dropping  the  regretful  tear.  There  is  hardly  a 
volume  of  "Transactions,"  in  these  days  of  advancement,  but  con- 
tains  some  paper  worth  preserving  lb  the  columns  of  a  medical 
jonmal,  but,  in  the  present  system  of  publishing,  the  profession 
at  large  is  but  little  benefited.  We  seldom  see  extracts  in  medi- 
cal serials  from  these  annual  omnium  gathera,  and  when  they  do 
appear  they  have  a  decidedly  post  mortem  odor,  on  accoont  of  the 
still-born  character  of  the  original  paper.  As  we  have  already 
intimated  in  other  phraseology,  the  assistance  of  the  acconcher 
and  the  nnrse  is  alone  needed  to  insure  the  prolonged  healthy 
existence  of  these  literary  bantlings;  the  resurrectionist  has  but 
slender  hopes  of  success.  The  whole  system  is  radicaUy  wrong, 
and  should  be  speedily  amended.  Far  better  would  it  be  to  in- 
augurate at  the  earliest  available  moment  a  new  rule  in  this  re- 
spect, and  in  the  pages  of  a  medical  journal  of  respectable  cir- 
enlation — if  need  be  by  authoritative  selection  on  the  part  of  the 
State  society  itself — give  deserving  contributions  a  prominence 
which  they  have  never  yet  possessed. — Mediral  liccorJ. 

Im  the  Medical  Times  Dr.  E.  K.  Lewis,  of  Kansas  City,  writes: 
On  my  arrival,  I  found  a  large  German  woman,  apparently  in 
active  labor.  I  immediately  made  an  examination ;  waited  a  few 
minutes  for  a  pain,  but  no  pain  came.  On  placing  my  hand  upon 
the  abdomen,  I  was  surprised  to  find  very  little  tumefaction.  Oa 
questioning  the  woman,  I  found  she  had  heeu  married  twice,  had 
borne  two  children  by  her  first  husband;  none  by  her  second; 
and  had  been  married  to  him  only  t^relve  months.  iShe  also  re- 
marked, "I  hare  never  missed  a  month."  " Then  why  do  you 
think  yon  are  pr^inant?"  "Because  I  am  eight  inches  larger 
around  the  waist  than  when  I  was  married,  and  I  am  so  large  I 
Vol-  Xllt-No.  1.-4. 
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have  been  ashamed  to  be  Been  on  the  street  for  a  month  pust, 
and  often  I  have  felt  the  movement  of  the  child."  Not  believing 
her  to  be  pregnant,  (notwithstanding  the  bnhv-clothes,  etc.,  she 
had  lying  around  the  room,)  I  gave  her  one-fourth  grain  of  mor- 
phia, and  left.  The  nest  day  Profeasor  Taylor  and  myself  exam- 
ined the  woman  thoroughly,  and  found  the  oe  normal;  but  in 
passing  the  soiuid  the  interior  of  the  womb  waa  quite  scnaitivo, 
and  a  slight  discbarge  of  blood  followed  the  withdrawal,  but  ne 
child,  no  ovarian  trouble,  no  fibroid,  no  polypus,  and,  in  short, 
nothing  that  would  point  to  any  abnormal  troable  whatever.  It 
seems  that  since  the  woman's  last  marriage  she  had  gained  some 
thirty-five  or  forty  pounds  of  flesh,  and,  her  abdominal  musclea 
being  very  much  relaxed,  the  whole  viscera  have  gravitated  to- 
wards the  pelvis,  giiing  much  the  appearance  of  a  pregnant 


Cauliflowkb  ExM[Ba^0H— (H(ff^^>OT  Peiutoneu.ii  TtE>rovED — 
Prof.  Karl  Brann  /fpffl  Experjpuce  h'a^ conclusively  proven  that 
nothing  short  ofVnb  i»<^^l  rem  ova!  wiff-lie  of  any  value.  Any 
attempt  short  ofllbis'Vul^lSlAirh  milu^  and  the  condition  of 
the  patient  sub^quaptly-wiltJse  even  wfirse  than  at  present. 
Here  it  is  always  MintS^to.  cut  (Wfgj^^t^ir  much  tissue  than  not 
enough.  A  portion  M^HtS^^nEouerrtn  may  be  removed,  proper 
care  being  taken  in  the  subsequent  treatment,  and  yet  no  injury 
result.  In  the  very  many  cases  here  operated  upon  in  the  past 
twenty  yeais,  but  a  very  small  percentage  has  been  lost,  while  in 
many  of  these  the  peritoneum  has  been  cut.  I  operate  every  year 
fifteen  or  twenty  times  for  this  difficulty,  and  often  remove  a  por- 
tion of  the  peritoneum  so  large  tliat  my  assistants  scratch  their 
heads  and  say,  "He  has  gone  too  far  this  time;"  but  as  they  grow 
older  and  see  these  operations  again  and  again  repeated  with 
most  favorable  results,  they  learn  better.  Tlse  surgeon  would  ob- 
ject to  such  an  operation,  involving  the  opening  of  the  peritoneal 
sac,  but  the  gyniccologist,  who  operates  in  this  region  much  of- 
tener,  knows  better  what  can  be  done.     *     *     * 

You  will  observe,  gentlemen,  as  this  specimen  passes  around 
the  class,  that  I  have  removed  quite  a  considerable  portion  of 
peritoneum.  It  is  better  to  avoid  doing  tbis,  if  possible.  I  do 
not  think  this  case  required  it,  and  had  not  intended  to  touch  it, 
but  the  folds  of  the  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina  deceived  me. 
Our-  subsequent  treatment  will  be  very  simple.     We  will  use  a 
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-gljceriu  tampon,  taking  care  not  to  introduce  it  bo  far  that  there 
-would  be  danger  of  ite  passing  into  the  abdominal  cavity;  and 
and  no  injection  whatever  will  be  allowed.  The  patient  will  be 
required  to  lie  as  mnch  as  possible  on  her  back,  the  severed  tis* 
■saes  being  tfaas  thrown. more  neailj  into  accurate  jnxtaposition, 
and  the  healing  process  will  be  proportionately  more  rapid. 

Nov,  14, — Patient  doing  very  well.  There  has  been  no  rise 
in  temperature  since  the  operation. — Medical  Times. 

The  Baltimore  Quartet. — For  once,  Baltimore  has  a  genuine 
sensation,  and  the  medical  profession,  as  well  as  upper  and  lower 
Ten-dom,  is  making  the  most  of  it.  On  Tuesday,  February  16, 
I>r.  DauBch,  asmsted  by  Dr.  Mansfield,  delivered  Mra  Hahn,  119 
Low  Street,  of  four  daughters.  The  first  child  presented  by  the 
right  shoulder,  the  other  three  were  footlings.  There  were  two 
placentae,  three  children  being  attached  to  one,  and  one  having 
its  own  independent  supply.  The  lai^  placenta  was  about  fif- 
teen inches  io  diameter,  and  on  the  fcetal  surface  had  the  appear* 
ance  of  three  ordinary  placentae,  with  a  cord  in  the  centre  of  each, 
placed  so  as  to  form  a  circle,  thos  ^,  but  the  maternal  surface 
showed  no  marks  of  division,  and  they  could  not  be  separated 
without  laceration.  The  labor  occupied  about  an  hour  and  a 
half,  and  was  free  from  pain.  Ergot  was  given  in  3ij.  doses,  but 
produced  no  contractions  of  the  uterus. 

The  mother  is  small,  and  in  an  advanced  stage  of  consump- 
tion. This  was  her  third  confinement,  and  both  her  other  child- 
ren were  breech-presentations,  and  the  labors  free  from  pain,  The 
quartet  weigh  about  twenty-four  pounds,  and  the  placentfe  about 
four  pounds,  which  gives  about  thirty  pounds  as  the  weight  of 
the  uterine  contents  before  delivery.  The  children  are  strong 
and  healthy,  and  the  father  is  doing  a  good  business  exhibiting 
them  to  the  curious,  for  which  he  charges  an  admission  fee.  Col- 
lections have  been  made  at  the  hotels  and  other  places  for  the 
benefit  of  this  interesting  family.  It  is  intimated  that  a  cow 
■would  b«  a  very  acceptable  present. — itedicd  Timen,  March  20. 

As  ArFECTisa  Dissectisg-Room  Scene. — The  janitor  of  an  In- 
dianapolis medical  college  wan  deeply  affected  on  recognizing  his 
mother-in-law  on  the  dissecting- table.  His  grief  was  the  more 
poignant  from  the  fact  that  he  had  himself  carried  the  stolen 
corpse  up  three  flights  of  stairs. — Medical  Record. 
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ErioLOCr  ASD  Treatment  of  Pkeimonli. — *  *  *  The  discus- 
sioD  was  commeuced  b^  Dr.  Austin  Flint: 

Pneuraonia  is  a  disease  showing  marked  diversities  iu  ita 
nature,  in  different  jilaces,  and  at  cliffereut  times.  To-day  we 
hesitate  to  accept  anything  that  cannot  be  proved  to  a  demon' 
Btration,  but  our  progenitors  realized  that  at  different  times  *■ 
disease  might  show  marked  changes  in  its  characteristics.  Mala- 
ria, in  some  places,  is  of  a  very  fatal  type,  and  scarlet  fever  is  a 
disease  tliat  differs  greatly  with  the  epidemic,  not  only  in  its 
severity,  but  in  its  tendency  to  complications.  Pneumonia  iii 
the  Southern  States  is  of  a  graver  nature  than  it  ia  in  the  North, 
and  at  the  present  time  in  this  city  it  is  more  grave  than  we  usu- 
ally consider  it.  Several  cases  have  come  under  my  own  obser- 
Tation  during  the  month  of  January,  in  which  death  has  taken 
place  in  a  few  days.  Before  referring  to  the  treatment,  I  shall 
read  notefi  of  a  case  that  I  treated  in  1837.  The  man  was  in 
good  health  previous  to  the  attack,  and  about  twenty-two  years 
of  age.  I  bled  htm  to  the  extent  of  thirty  onnces,  and  then  gave 
him  five  grains  of  calomel  every  four  hours.  In  the  evening  the 
pain  in  the  side  was  not  so  severe,  but  still  existed.  He  was 
again  bled,  nine  ounces  being  taken.  On  the  following  day  the 
pain  was  relieved.  In  six  days  from  the  attack  he  wtis  convalesc- 
ing, and  iu  sixteen  days  recovery  was  complete.  Louis  reported 
a  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  in  which  he  used  blood-letting. 
He  did  not  consider  it  uecessai?  to  consider  its  effect  on  the 
mortality,  taking  for  granted  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  as 
regards  its  beneficial  effect  in  that  way,  but  what  he  wanted  more 
particularly  to  determine  was,  whether  the  bleeding  did  or  did 
not  shorten  the  disease.  His  conclusions  were  that  bleeding  not 
only  had  a  happy  effect,  but  it  shortened  the  disease  by  four  or 
five  days.  It  never  arrested  the  disease  at  once,  however.  He 
fonnd  that  if  the  blood  was  taken  from  the  patient  late  in  the 
disease,  it  had  an  adverse  influence^,  and  tended  to  lengthen  it. 
Jackson,  of  Boston,  was  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  patient  were 
bled  on  the  first  day  of  the  disease,  its  duration  would  be  short- 
ened from  fourteen  to  eleven  days.  Louis  reported  seventy-eight 
cases,  and  had  a  mortality  of  twenty-eight  deaths.  He  afterwards 
reported  twenty-nine  other  coses  with  four  deaths.  Jackson  re* 
ported  fifty-one  case  vrith  eight  deaths.  His  treatment  was  the 
same  as  that  of  Louis. 

^'hen  pneumonia  is  limited  to  a  single  lobe,  it  is  important 
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io  bear  is  mintl  that  the  CHees  prove  fatal  only  by  complicatioa 
and  extension  o(  the  intlaminatioQ,  and  it  is  for  ua  to  consider 
whether  bleeding  does  or  does  not  tend  to  avert  these  complica- 
tions. Lately  we  have  had  the  scheme  presented  to  ns  of  lower- 
ing the  heat  of  the  patient  by  the  use  of  external  cold.  Inter- 
Bolly,  qninia,  in  five-grain  doses,  three  times  a  day,  I  have  foand 
to  be  of  decided  benefit.  Death  occurs  nearly  always  from  asthe- 
nia, and  the  use  of  alcoholics,  in  the  latter  stages,  I  think  is  un- 
doubtedly indicated. 

Attention  has  been  recently  called  to  a  cause  of  pneumonia 
that  wc-  do  not  ordinarily  take  into  accotmt.  I  mean  that  arising 
from  the  effects  of  sewer  gas.  Near  London  they  deemed  it 
necessary  to  open  a  ventUator  for  a  sewer  in  close  proximity  to  a 
high  school;  the  principal  most  emphatically  protested,  hnt  with- 
ont  effect.  Shortly  after  a  nnmber  of  cases  of  pneumonia  devel- 
oped, and  it  was  f  jnnd  necessary  to  close  the  school.  Previous 
to  this  the  school  was  perfectly  healthy,  and  after  the  removal  of 
ihe  sewer  ventilator  no  farther  sickness  ncciirred.  We  are  thna 
led  to  the  inference  that  the  sewer  gas  was  the  direct  cause  in 
this  case. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Thompson  read  the  histories  of  five  cases  of  pneu- 
monia that  came  under  his  observation  at  Bellevae  HospitaL 
They  were  all  treated  on  the  antipyretic  plan,  bags  containing 
ice  being  applied  to  the  chest,  to  reduce  the  temperature  of  the 
patient.  lu  all  the  cases  there  was  a  decided  reduction  of  tem- 
perature, and  with  the  intermission  of  the  use  of  the  ice  the  tem- 
perature again  rose.  Of  the  five  cases  reported  only  one  proved 
fatal.  He  gave  ten  grains  of  carbonate  of  ammonia  every  two 
hours,  and  one  grain  of  qninia  every  hour. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Loomis  said;  The  two  important  things  in  the  con- 
sideration of  pneumonia  are,  the  etiology  and  treatment.  Of  all 
the  causes,  age  ranks  first;  we  see  it  nsually  between  twenty  and 
forty,  and  after  sixty  years  of  age,  I  mean  croupons  pneTtmonia. 
The  pneumonia  of  children  is  broncho-pneumonia.  Climate  also 
exercises  an  influence,  and  particularly  if  it  is  liable  to  sudden 
changes.  Here  we  do  not  see  much  of  idiopathic  pneumonia. 
It  is  true  we  find  it  in  the  books,  but  so  rare  do  I  find  it  that  I 
Am  tempted  to  question  its  existence.  The  great  number  of  castp 
occur  in  those  who  are  not  in  full  health.  In  this  city  we  are  all 
staggering  under  the  influence  of  malaria,  and  a  slight  exposure 
lights  up  the  disease.    Anything  that  debiUtates  the  system  has 
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a  Bimilar  effi^ct,  sach  as  sewer  gas,  septicicraia,  pyiomio,  rheama' 
tism,  etc.  There  are  few  who  would  care  to  bleed,  when  pneu- 
monia is  due  to  debility,  and  as  I  said  before,  it  is  with  tbat  form 
that  we  have  most  to  deal  with.  The  use  of  ice-bags  I  am  decid- 
edly opposed  to.  I  have  not  had  as  large  an  esperience  as  I 
should  wish,  but  so  far  my  esperience  is  against  it;  for  tltough 
the  temperature  may  be  reduced,  I  find  tbat  there  is  a  tendency 
to  an  extension  of  the  infiammation. 

I  found  recently,  on  coming  on  duty  at  Mount  Sinai  Hospit.ilr 
several  cases  treated  in  this  way,  and  they  all  died.  The  cause 
of  heat  is  the  metamorphosis  of  tissue,  and  the  drug,  in  my  expe- 
rience, tbat  controls  this  metamorphosis  is  the  sulphate  of  quinia. 
I  give  it  in  ten-grain  dosea  When  the  heart  begins  to  flog,  and 
we  have  resulting  oedema  of  the  lungs,  and  other  signs  of  debil- 
ity, I  rely  on  alcohol  fieely  given  to  tide  the  patient  over.  I  find 
it  more  reliable  to  stimulate  the  heart  than  any  other  drug  I  have 
ever  used. — Medical  and  Snrgicat  Hfporler,  March. 

"Massage"  is  Speaijis. — The  Paris  correspondent  of  the  h-wh 
Hospital  QaieUe  s&ys: 

M.  Uroca  does  not  believe  in  the  efScacy  of  absolute  rest  in 
sprains,  and  attaches  greater  importance  to  shampooing  than  is 
generally  accorded  to  it  by  surgeons.  Its  omission  in  ordinaiy 
practice,  be  said,  was  much  to  be  regretted,  and  it  would  in  some 
measure  account  for  the  success  of  "rebouters,"  (bone-setters) 
who  infest  the  provinces  and  employ  this  mode  of  treatment  to  a 
great  extent,  almost  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  rest,  so  much  in- 
sisted on  by  regular  surgeons,  not  only  to  the  prejudice  of  thfr 
patient's  health,  but  of  his  purse,  aud,  in  the  case  of  a  workman^ 
perhaps  of  his  livelihood  for  a  time.  M.  Broca  expressed  hi» 
surprise  tbat  the  subject  is  so  lightly  treated  in  some  classical 
works,  while  others  do  not  even  mention  it  as  a  remedy  for 
sprains  or  any  other  malady;  he  therefore  took  occasion  to  ex- 
plain what  shampooing  was,  and  its  mode  of  action  in  the  treat- 
ment of  sprains,  etc.,  as  follows:  "Primary  Shampooing,"  ho- 
stated,  consisted  of  pressing  or  kneeding  the  swollen  tissues  with 
the  fingers;  then  of  alternately  flexing  and  extending  the  joiuta 
affected.  By  this  pressure  and  forced  motiou  the  eztravasated 
liquids  are  dispersed  into  the  subjacent  cellolar  tissue.  After 
the  first  shampooing  the  pain  and  swelling  return,  but  on  the 
lecond  day,  when  the  operation  is  repeated,  its  effects  last  mnch 
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longer,  tbe  pain  is  diminiBhed,  and  after  a  few  dajn,  during  which 
the  operation  is  regularly  practised,  the  paia  and  cedema  disap- 
pear completely.  "  Secondary  Shampooing  "  is  applicable  to  cases 
that  had  not  been  treated,  or  imperfectly  so,  in  the  first  instance, 
and  in  which  tho  pain,  swelling,  and  inability  to  movo  have  per- 
sisted. In  snclk  a  case  he  would  begin  with  geutle  frictions, 
which  are  to  be  gradually  increased,  and  to  be  applied  to  the 
most  painful  parts. 

The  counter-indications  against  this  mode  of  treatment  con- 
sist of  acute  inflammation  of  the  parts;  as  in  such  a  case  the 
operation  of  shampooing  would  not  only  be  intolerable,  but  would 
increase  the  inflammation.  In  all  cases  of  sprain  the  utmost  care 
and  attention  shoold  be  paid  with  a  view  of  forming  a  diagnosis, 
as  it  would  be  unpardonable  in  any  surgeon  shampooing  a  frac- 
tured limb,  a  practice  not  infrequent  among  quacks  and  bone- 
setters.  In  case  of  doubt,  better  treat  the  patient  upon  ordinary 
principles  than  to  resort  to  the  cruel  and  unscientific  method  of 
shampooing  under  such  circumstances.  M.  Broca  then  described 
the  process  of  the  operation.  After  each  sitting  he  applies  a 
roller  dteeped  in  Qoulard  or  some  other  resolvent  lotion,  and 
enjoins  rest,  absolute  or  otherwise,  according  to  the  nature  of  Uio 
case. 

Eklaroeu  Spleen. — Prof.  Da  Costa  treated  with  success  a  case 
of  lencocythemia  connected  with  an  enlarged  spleen  by  injecting 
five  grains  of  ergotin  mixed  in  glycerine  and  water,  every  other 
day,  for  eight  injections.  The  improvement  was  so  rapid  that  he 
was  discharged  as  cured  after  the  eighth  injection.  The  size  of 
the  spleen  was  diminished  sensibly  from  day  to  day.  The  ergotin 
was  introduced  in  the  splenic  region. — Clinic. 

A.  aooD  deal  of  laughter  was  occasioned  in  the  French  Cham- 
ber, the  other  day,  when  Dr.  TesteUn,  in  demanding  a  school  of 
medicine  for  Lille,  in  addition  to  those  proposed  for  Lyons,  etc., 
declai«d  that  the  number -of  doctors  bad  decreased  in  the  towit 
that  be  represents,  while  the  population  had  increased.  The 
doctor  appeared  astonished  at  the  amusement  caused  by  this 
•tatemenL 

Am  Irish  editor  says  he  can  see  no  earthly  reason  why  women 
dtotdd  not  be  allowed  to  become  medical  men. 
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Danoebs  of  Istra-Rectai.  Examinatios. — The  antopsy  rovealed 
the  existence  of  a  narrow  band-like  stricture  at  the  middle  of  the 
transverse  colon,  admitting  only  the  tip  of  the  little  finger,  and 
formed  by  a  growth,  in  the  narrow  walls  of  the  intestine,  and  of 
a  character  yet  nndeter mined.  Above  tho  stricture,  in  the  fluid 
contained  in  the  colon,  was  found  an  orange  pit,  couted  lightly 
with  hc^dened  fmces.  Aa  this  was  the  only  solid  body  found,  it 
was  inferred  that  it  might  have  occasioned  the  final  obstruction. 
The  gall-bladder  was  distended  by  reason  of  a  largo  calcnlns 
plugging  up  the  outlet.  Xu  adhesion  existed  here  to  indicate 
the  escape  by  ulceration  of  a  similar  calculus,  and  consequent 
formation  of  the  stricture.  The  liver  and  kidneys  were  in  a  state 
of  fatty  degeneration,  hut  the  heart  was  normaL 

On  raising  up  the  small  intestines  from  the  pelvis,  about  two 
teaspoonfnis  of  blood  was  found  in  Douglas'  c\U-df-eac,  and  run- 
ning from  the  level  of  the  sacro-iliac  sycondrosis  to  the  bottom 
of  the  cul-de-sac  was  seen,  on  the  anterior  aspect  of  the  rectum, 
a  rent  involving  the  moscolar  and  peritoneal  coats.  This  longi- 
tudinal rent  was  really  divided  into  two  by  an  interposing  band 
of  longitudinal  muscular  fibres,  bnt  the  ruptnres  had  evidently 
been  produced  at  one  time. — Medical  Record. 

DioiTALia  IN  Cabdiao  Dbopbv. — Mr.  1,,  aged  63,  was  suffering 
from  dropsy,  dne  to  two  abnormal  conditions  of  his  heart — mi- 
tral insuffioieucy  and  dilatation.  He  was  treated  with  digitalis, 
about  fifteen  drops  three  times  a  day,  morphia  at  night,  etc  The 
dropsy  was  partially  removed  several  times  by  the  free  use  of 
elaterium,  bnt  quickly  returned.  He  was  now  too  debilitated 
to  undergo  a  copious  purgation.  Moving  his  legs,  even,  was  im- 
possible. Pulse  130  and  very  feeble;  respiration  rapid  and  la- 
bored; at  times  a  fierce,  short  struggle  would  ensue  for  more  air; 
face  cyanosed;  recumbent  position  impossible.  The  dropsy,  as 
stated,  was  general,  and  near  its  maximum;  the  skin  of  bis  legs 
presented  a  purplish  discoloration,  and  was  stretched  to  its  ut- 
most tension;  cough  persistent  and  very  troublesome,  due,  no 
doubt,  to  the  infiltration  of  water  in  the  lung-tissne.  The  pa>- 
tient,  in  short,  was  drowning,  and,  unless  speedily  relieved,  must 
die.  Urine  albuminous  and  scanty.  Ordered  one  and  one-half 
gimins  of  digitalis  with  one  grain  of  squill  every  two  hoars.  In 
thirty-six  hours  the  poise  was  down  to  70 — a  full,  soft  wave  greet- 
ing my  finger;  urine  passing  in  immense  quantities.    Patient  felt 


b,Coo*^lc 


oiDcb  better,  and  was  sorry  he  did  not  hnve  a.  (rrist-mill  to  run, 
since  he  coald  furnish  the  water-power.  Medicine  reduced  to 
BIX  admiaistratioDS  a  day,  then  fonr,  three,  two,  and  one.  In 
eight  days  the  dropsy  bad  entirely  disappeared,  leaving  the  man 
almost  a  "living  skeleton."  His  attenuated  frame  and  wrinkled 
face  told  of  the  intense  physical  suflering  endured  before  digi- 
talis, in  doi^if  large  and  oft  repealed,  beat  back  the  tide  and  manned 
the  pamper.  He  sleeps  well,  eata  well,  and,  with  tonics  and  a 
liberal  diet,  is  rapidly  regaining  his  strength.  There  is  now  a 
buoyancy  in  the  old  man's  step,  and  a  woimth  in  his  hearty 
grasp,  contrasting  strongly  with  the  utter  helplessness  of  his 
former  statu  and  the  snaky  coldness  of  bis  dropsied  hands. — 
Mrdwttl  Timi.-i',  January  *23. 

TiPUOiD  Fever. — In  the  FractUioner  for  January  Dr.  Qeoi^e 
Johoeou  saya  that  in  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever  careful  nors- 
ing  and  feeding  are  of  primary  importance,  while,  as  a  rule,  no 
jsedicines  of  any  kind  are  required,  and  whea  not  required  they 
th^  are  often  worse  than  useless.  Diarrbcea  is  a  less  frequent 
eymptom  than  before  this  plan  was  adopted;  and  when  it  does 
occur  it  is  far  more  tractable,  while  tympanitic  distension  of  the 
abdomen  is  a  rare  event.  The  mischievous  opiate  enemata  and 
the  torturing  turpentine  stupes  have  disappeared  together.  He 
believes  that  one  of  the  main  reasons  why  we  have  less  diarrfacea 
than  formerly  is,  that  we  carefully  abstain  from  the  employment 
of  irritating  drugs  of  all  kinds.  As  a  rule,  the  fever  patient  at 
King's  has  the  "  yellow  mixture,"  which  is  simply  colored  water, 
and,  except  an  occasional  dose  of  chloral  to  procure  sleep,  and  a 
tonic  daring  convalescence,  no  active  medicines  of  any  kind. 
These  patients  are  fed  mainly  with  milk,  with  the  addition  of 
beef-tea  and  two  raw  eggs  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  and  wine  or 
brandy,  varying  in  quantity  according  to  the  urgency  of  the  symp- 
toms of  exhaustion,  especially  in  the  advanced  stages  of  the  dis- 
ease; but  in  many  of  the  milder  cases,  and  especially  in  the  case 
of  children,  no  alcobohc  stimulants  are  required  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end  of  the  fever,  and  when  not  required  they  are  of 
course,  as  says  I>r.  J.,  best  withheld.  He  gives  no  irritating 
drugs  of  any  kind,  and  has  no  doubt  that  the  comparative  infre- 
^nency  of  severe  and  obstinate  diarrhtea  among  his  entire  fever 
patientfl  during  the  last  few  years  is  partly  attributable  to  tbs 
(bscontinnance  of  mineral  acid  treatment. — Clinic. 
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Bromiue  of  Potassidm  ah  k  Caustic,  Ax.ksthetic  and  Cor^tivb 
Application  to  Maluin.vnt,  Si'ti-rcriTisa  Ti:m(his. — P*!yraud  {II 
Racco^lilore  Slfd.)  had  a  cancroid  of  the  face,  which  produced 
ezcrucintiDg  pains,  and  which  couhl  not  be  oxtirputeJ.  He  de- 
termined to  spriukie  the  surface  with  finely  pulverized  bromide 
of  potassium,  after  doiug  wUieli  the  pains  diiaiuii^hed  in  intensity 
and  the  growth  of  the  fungous  graunlations  was  checked.  Thia 
treatment  wita  continued  for  four  weeks  with  excellent  results, 
and  during  this  time  the  tumor  entirely  subsided.  In  this  case 
the  bromide  exerted  an  aux'^tthetic  influence  ou  the  terminal  fibres 
of  the  sensitive  nen^es,  dimiuisUing  the  puiu,  and  acted  also 
through  its  vaso-motor  peculiaritj',  bj  contracting  tlie  vensela  of 
the  tumor,  and  thuH  dimini^hiug  its  volume.  It  acted  finally  as 
a  caustic,  and  destroyed  the  superficial  tissue;  upon  this  point 
Pejrand  advises  that  iu  order  to  obtain  the  full  efi'ects  of  the 
bromide  the  surface  should  be  gently  nashed  off  just  previous  to 
the  sprinkliugof  the  powder.— .- 1 '.'y.  m-.-n.  M---tl.  Z'll.,  Feb.  23,  '70. 

Syrup  of  Ekown  Sikiab  as  ax  Ast!septh!. — I  directed  its  use  in 
an  aggravated  case  of  varicella,  with  entire  satisfactory  result. 
The  babe,  (et.  eight  months,  was  thickly  pustulated  over  the  head, 
face,  back  and  loins — was  feverish  aud  verj-  restless.  To  use  the 
language  of  its  mother:  "I  put  the  medicine  on  with  a  feather 
thickly  over  its  pustules  three  or  four  tiiijes,  as  you  directed,  and 
in  fifteen  minutes  my  child  wiis  fast  asleep.  She  woke  up  in 
three  hours,  feeling  free  from  fever,  and  was  hearty  aud  well." 

1  saw  the  little  sufl'erer  the  day  before,  on  the  second  of  March, 
and  it  was  smiling  and  cheerful,  the  angry  pustules  and  inflamed 
base  had  disap|>eared,  leaving  a  flabby  ulcer,  which  dried  up. 
During  that  and  the  nest  day  a  few  pustules  appeared  on  the 
loins  and  limbs,  which  disappeared  under  repeated  application  of 
the  syrup. — Clink: 

The  nearness  of  the  civilized  wo.'ld  to  the  use  of  uniform 
weights  and  measures  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  France,  Holland,. 
Belgium,  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  Switzerland,  the  whole  German 
Empire,  and  Austria,  all  use  the  metric  system.  Only  two  great 
countries  stand  in  the  way  of  its  entire  and  universal  adoption — 
England  and  the  United  States.  In  both  of  these  its  use  is. 
legal,  but  not  compulsory,  and  probably  they  will  have  to  movat 
together  in  taking  any  steps. — I'harmacal  Qazrtle.. 
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Deuveby  after  Death — Life  of  a  Six  Months'  FfErna. — Kigau- 
deaux  (Meige'  Velpean,  p.  609)  relates  that  he  was  seat  for,  two 
leagues  from  Donai,  to  see  a  woman  whose  labor  had  excited 
great  tmeasinesB;  when  he  arriTed  she  waa  believed  to  have  beea 
dead  for  two  hours.  Instead  of  opening  the  abdomen  without  an 
examination,  he  explored  the  genital  organs,  found  the  pelvis 
weU  formed,  and  proceeded  to  turn  and  deliver  the  child  hy  the 
feet  It  was  born  in  a  state  of  apparent  death,  bat  with  grent 
exertion  was  brought  to  life  in  about  two  hours.  The  Hubs 
of  the  mother  preserving  their  suppleness,  he  forbade  them 
to  bury  her  until  the  abdomen  should  have  turned  greeu.  After 
a  few  hours  this  woman  recovered  so  completely  from  her  iusen- 
sibiht;  that  she  came  herself,  four  years  afterwards,  to  inform 
Rigaadeaux  that  she  was  not  dead. 

Dr.  Atlee  mentioned  an  instance  which  occurred  in  his  prac- 
tice, in  December,  1845.  By  the  closest  calculation  the  period  of 
gestation  had  not  exceeded  six  months.  A  very  small  child  was 
bom.  It  being  very  flaccid  and  apparently  lifeless,  it  was  rolled 
carefully  in  a  cloth  and  laid  to  one  side.  After  having  recovered 
the  placenta  and  placed  the  mother  comfortably  in  bed,  he  was 
asked  the  sex  of  the  child.  Dnwrappiug  it,  he  noticed  a  slight 
gasp,  which  was  followed  by  others.  It  was  now  laid  in  a  bed 
of  cotton  wadding,  and  its  grandmother  took  charge  of  it,  feed- 
ing it  by  dropping  milk  into  its  mouth  from  the  point  of  her 
finger.  It  was  kept  in  this  bed  of  cotton  and  fed  in  this  way  for 
two  weeks,  when  it  was  first  washed  and  dressed.  At  that  time 
it  weighed  two  and  a  fourth  pounds.  It  continued  to  live,  and 
is  now  a  beautiful  and  vigorous  young  lady. — Philadelphia  Med- 
ical TVmes. 

Labob  asd  Lonoetitt. — Work  by  method  and  on  system,  even 
when  severe,  is  not  only  quite  compatible  with  prolonged  life, 
bat  is  actually  conducive  to  it,  while  the  torpor  of-idleness  or  the 
excitement  of  fitful  effort  are  the  sure  precursors  of  senile  degen- 
eration. This  is  a  useful  doctrine  to  preach,  and  still  more  use- 
ful to  practise. — LanceL 

Thx  ditfbrence  between  having  a  tooth  properly  drawn  by  a 
professioMal  surgeon,  and  having  it  knocked  out  miscellaneously 
by  a  fall  on  the  pavement  is  only  a  slight  distinction — one  is- 
dental  and  the  other  acci-dentaL 
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Habits  of  the  Cotton-Woem. — According  to  Mr.  Aug,  B. 
'Grotc,  the  cotton-worm  dies  out  ev^ry  year,  with  its  food-plant, 
and  its  next  appearance  is  always  the  result  of  immigration.  He 
has  observed  that  the  appearance  of  the  worm  in  the  cotton-fields 
is  always  heralded  by  flights  of  the  moth.  The  worm  is  always 
heard  of  to  the  southward  at  first,  and  never  to  the  northwai^  of 
any  given  locality  in  the  cotton-belt.  Mr.  Grote  never  coold  flis- 
cover  any  traces  of  the  insect  in  any  sta^e  during  the  months 
jfirecedimj  the  appearance  of  the  first  brood  heralded  by  the  moth 
and  crfler  the  cotton  was  above  ground.  Hence  he  conclades  that 
while  the  cotton-plant  ie  not  indigenous  to  the  Southern  States 
(where  it  becomes  an  annual),  the  cotton-worm  moth  may  be 
esteemed  not  a  denizen  but  a  visitant,  bronght  by  VEiriotts  cansea 
to  breed  in  a  strange  region,  and  that  it  naturally  dies  out  in  the 
«^otton-belt,  onable  to  snit  itself  an  yel  io  the  altered  economy  of 
its  food-plant  and  to  contend  with  the  changes  of  our  seasons. 
Possibly  in  the  southern  portions  of  Texas,  or  in  the  Floridian 
peninsula,  the  cotton-worm  may  be  able  to  sustain  itself  daring 
the  entire  year.  Its  true  home,  however,  appears  to  be  the  West 
Indies,  Mexico,  and  Brazil,  where  the  cotton-plant  is  perenni^ 
Popidar  Science  Monthly. 

Livers  Mexded. — An  English  physician,  says  the  Danbnry 
Newi,  recently  removed  a  section  of  a  patient's  liver,  placed  it  on 
a  plate,  scraped  it  carefully  and  returned  it  to  its  place,  fully 
restored  to  its  normal  action.  This  promises  to  work  a  revolu- 
tion in  the  treatment  of  disease,  end  in  a  few  years  we  will  have 
an  addition  to  domestic  literature  something  like  thin:  "Hns- 
band,  I  wish  you  would  take  John's  right  long  dowa  to  the  doc- 
tor's this  morning,  and  have  the  middle  valve  fixed;  or,  "Will 
yoQ  stop  into  the  doctor's  when  you  come  home  Uiis  noon,  and 
see  if  he  has  Mary's  liver  mended,  as  she  wonts  to  go  out  to  tea 
this  evening.  The  practice  will  become  so  commoD  in  time,  we 
are  sure,  that  none  of  the  neighbors  will  be  in  any  way  startled 
to  see  a  wife,  with  a  veil  tied  around  her  head,  leaning  out  of  a 
bedroom  window,  and  shouting  to  a  receding  husband:  "Je-re- 
miah  I  tell  Dr.  Scrapem  to  send  up  William's  right  kidney  at  once, 
whether  it  is  done  or  not.  He's  had  it  there  more'n  a  week,  and 
Ihe  child  might  as  well  be  without  any  kidney,  and  done  with  itl" 

jShoe-leatheb,  chemically  considered,  is  oxide  of  beef. 
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UsAUTHOKizED  USE  OF  THE  M.D, — BexoliKd,  Thot  it  19  the  duty 
of,  and  we  hereby  recommend  to  the  Legislature  of  California,  to 
pass  a  law  making  it  a  misdemeanor  for  a  person,  for  any  pur- 
pose whatever,  who  is  not  a  graduate  of  some  institution  of  learn- 
ing authorized  by  law  to  confer  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine, 
who  shall  place  before  or  after  his  or  her  name,  in  any  manu- 
script, label,  wrapper,  card,  handbill,  circular,  newspaper,  pamph- 
let, magazine,  book,  or  any  advertisement,  the  word  "Doctor," 
or  the  abbreviation  "M.D.,"  or  "Dr.,"  or  any  others  signifying 
directly  or  constructively  that  the  person  is  a  graduate  of  such 
an  institution,  or  who  shall  authorize  or  sanction  the  same  by 
others  in  his  or  her  interests;  and  that  any  person  found  guilty 
of  such  misdemeanor  shall  be  punished  by  a  Ene  of  not  less  than 

dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  less  than years, 

or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. —  W-;dtm  Lana-t. 

QciNiNe  Di  Epistaicis. — A  writer  in  the  Laticei  sttys  quinine  is 
the  remedy  in  epistaxis.  He  says  that  he  has  tried  it  more  than 
twenty  times,  olten  in  aged  people,  and  has  never  found  it  to 
faiL 

BEccEBE^iT  Chbonic  Bboschitis. — Many  persons  are  subject  to 
attacks  of  chronic  winter  cough,  commencing  with  difficult  breath- 
ing and  a  hard  dry  cough.  In  this  stage,  says  Dr.  Lawrie,  of 
Glasgow,  no  remedy  gives  such  prompt  relief  as  iodide,  of  potas- 
num.  It  promotes  and  restores  the  bronchial  secretion,  and 
tranqnilizes  the  respiration.  When  free  secretion  has  set  in,  it 
flhonid  be  abandoned. 

Bah-boad  StmoEONB. — The  Philadelphia  and  Erie  Division  has 
&B  arrangement  with  twenty  competent  surgeons  in  rarious  citiea 
along  its  line,  to  attend  all  employees  and  others  injured  on  or 
about  the  line  of  road.  The  nearest  physician  attends  for  ond 
Tisit,aDd  then  the  injured  person  can  select  anyone  of  the  twenty, 
and  be  removed  to  the  town  where  he  lives,  and  receive  his  at- 
tendance free. — Medical  and  Surgical  Heporter. 

"  That  dog  of  yonm  flew  at  me  this  morning  and  bit  me  on 
the  1^,  and  now  I  intend  to  shoot  it  the  first  time  I  see  it."  "  The 
dc^isnot  mad."  "Mad!  I  know  he  is  not  mad.  What's  he 
got  to  be  mad  about?    It's  ue  that's  mad." 
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A  Study  of  the  Nature  aot)  Mechanism  op  Fevee.  By  Horatio 
C.  Wood,  M.D.  The  fourth  of  the  Toner  Lecturea,  instituted 
to  encourage  the  discoTery  of  new  truths  for  the  advancement 
of  medicine.  Washington,  Smithsonian  Institution.  187fi. 
Octavo  pamphlet,  pp.  45. 

Acute  Rheumatism  in  Infakct  and  Childhood.  By  A.  Jacobi, 
M.D.,  Professor  of  Diseases  of  Children  in  College  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  New  York.  No.  2  of  Series  of  American 
Clinical  Lectures,  edited  by  E.  C.  Seguin,  M.D.  New  Tort: 
G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons.  1875.  Pamphlet,  octavo,  pp.  38.  Price 
40  cents. 

Note  os  Salicylic  Acid.  By  Edward  E.  Squibb,  M.D.,  of  Brook- 
lyn, New  York.    Pamphlet,  octavo,  pp.  10. 

CoLLEOE  Catalogues  and  Announcements:  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege, Philadelphia;  Medical  College  of  the  Pacific,  San  Fran- 
cisco;  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  California, 
San  Francisco. 


Ciiforial. 


American  Medical  Association. — The  twenty-sixth  annual  ses- 
sion of  this  body  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Louigville,  Kentucky, 
on  Tuesday,  May  4th.  The  place  of  meeting  is  within  easy  reach 
by  rail  of  the  medical  men  of  the  South  generally,  and  we  trust 
there  will  be  a  large  representation  of  the  Southern  profession. 
If  the  "  representative  men  "  who  domicil  in  the  cities  of  the  East 
see  fit  to  continue  to  give  this  national  body  the  cold  shoulder, 
let  tUe  physicians  of  the  South  at  least  join  with  the  West  in 
giving  it  an  earnest  and  hearty  support. 
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The  llEDir\L  Aksocivtion  of  Georgia  lioKU  its  ftimiial  sesaioa 
the  present  year  at  Savanaab,  commencing  on  Wednegda}-,  the 
Slet  of  April,  The  Miaeiasippi  State  Association  convenes  at 
Vieksbnrg  on  tlie  first  Wednesday  in  April;  the  Alabama  State 
Association  at  Montgomery  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  April.  Let 
all  who  can  lay  aside  for  a  few  days  their  professional  labors  at 
home  and  recreate  themselves  at  their  several  State  meetings. 

TiiK  POSiTio;'M  TAKES  BY  Dr,  J.  G.  Westmoreland  in  his  essay 
read  before  the  Academy  of  Medicine  on  tlie  "Actions  of  Mercury," 
were  incorrectly  reported  in  the  last  nnmber  of  onr  Journal.  He 
is  reported  as  saying  he  "objected  to  the  results  of  experiments 
made,  with  reference  to  the  effect  of  mercury,  on  healthy  dogs." 
He  does  not  object  to  the  results  nor  deny  their  correctness,  but 
thinks  the  conclnsions  arrived  at  probably  erroneous.  Again,  he 
js  made  to  say,  "  he  objected  to  &  classification  based  on  the  ac- 
tion of  remedies,"  while  his  paper  shows  he  approved  of  a  classi- 
fication bused  excinsively  on  the  direct,  primary  or  physiological 
action  of  remedies. 

Can't  sume  of  thk  i.non  L\Dii-f  who  grace  the  hearth.stones  and 
adorn  the  homes  oi  our  brethren  take  a  iisefnl  hint  from  the  fol- 
lowing; 

"  ^ly  wife  says  I  ought  by  nil  means  to  pay  for  the  Journal, 
even  for  the  comfort  she  has  derived  from  it.  For  the  last  ten 
or  twelve  years  she  has  been  most  painfully  alUicted  with  an 
ingrowing  toe-nail.  In  the  October  number  of  your  Journal  I 
found  the  suggestion  of  its  treatment  by  applying  the  muriated 
tincture  iron  to  the  nait  and  surrounding  diseased  structure?. 
Several  weeks  ago  she  began  the  new  treatment,  and  has  already 
the  satisfaction  to  realize  that  she  is  almost  completely  cured,  for 
which  she  feels  greatly  indebted,"  etc. 

"We  have  reason  to  know  that  very  many  of  the  good  ladies 
watch  with  interest  the  monthly  visits  of  onr  Jouhsai,,  and  we 
beg  to  assure  them  that  they  are  not  forgotten  in  the  use  of  our 
editorial  scissors.  May  we  not  invoke  their  more  retentive  mem- 
ories to  jog  the  elbow  of  the  gooil  man  of  the  house  in  due  season 
nhcn  the  subscription  runs  out. 
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For  some  uxaccoustaele  beamn  tlie  efforts  made  by  tlie  pro- 
fessioD  tkronghout  the  country',  ia  b&half  of  the  Medical  Corps  of 
the  Army,  bore  no  fruit  &t  the  late  eeasion  of  Congress.  The 
Medical  Record  of  13th  March  asserts  that  Mr.  Logan,  of  lUinoia, 
is  responsible  for  the  want  of  action.  We  are  not  familiar  with 
the  "  ways  that  are  dark  "  that  may  obtain  in  political  circlee, 
and  do  not  know  the  particulars  of  the  failure;  but  the  fact  re- 
mains that,  notwithstanding  its  friends  were  confident  that  it 
would  have  passed  with  scarcely  a  dissenting  Toico,  the  bill  was 
not  even  reported  to  either  House. 

This  measure  is  in  no  respect  partisan  or  political,  but  merely 
seeks  to  extend  to  the  medical  officers  of  the  army  those  advan- 
tages of  rauk  and  pay  which,  by  common  consent,  they,  as  a 
body,  justly  deserve.  We  hope  that  all  the  State  medical  socie- 
ties at  their  approaching  meetings  will  yield  renewed  support  to 
the  American  Medical  Association  in  its  advocacy  of  this  matter. 

To  tliat  end  we  suggest  that  the  committees  shall  ke  so  con- 
stituted as  to  have  at  least  one  member  in  each  congressional 
district,  whose  particular  duty  it  shall  be  to  impress  upon  bin 
Bepresentative  the  wishes  of  his  medical  constituents,  and  that; 
the  chairmen  shall,  in  like  manner,  see  the  various  Senators. 
But  action  ought  uot  to  ctase  with  the  appointment  of  commit- 
tees. Every  medical  man  should  exert  his  direct  and  constant 
influence  in  this  matter,  for  as  it  now  stands  it  appears  that  a 
single  politician  has  antagonized  the  general  sentiment  of  the 
faculty  throughout  the  country. 

The  Awfrican  Mniiical  Wei-Uy  has  engaged  the  services  of  one 
of  the  editore  of  the  LowH  as  its  regular  London  coiTespoudcnt. 

CiscHO  Q^.'ISl^E. — Elsewhere  we  present  this  month  the  quali- 
tative analysis  of  this  educt  from  Peruvian  bark,  over  the  signa- 
tares  of  analytical  chemists  of  undoubted  authority.  It  ia  satis- 
factory to  know  that  a  remedy  which  we  have  for  so  long  time 
kept  prominently  before  our  readers  in  our  advertising  columns 
is  not  the  gross  fraud  which  has  been  charged. 

Marsied  in  Bome,  Georgia,  ou  the  10th  of  March,  John  B. 
King,  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Dr.  Roberlt 
Battey,  of  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
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Hcmirk  is  one  of  the  great  sobjocts  of  Burgery.  In  every  text- 
iKwk,  both  of  surgery  aud  an.itomy,  it  occupies  a  large  aud  prom- 
inent place,  wbile  many  separate  treatises  are  devoted  to  its 
consideration,  among  which  onght  to  be  mentioned,  as  not  only 
ftdmirable  works  on  the  subject,  but  as  models  for  all  surgical 
monogiapbs,  the  groat  works  of  Lawrence,  Sir  Astley  Cooper, 
and  Scarpa,  the  latter  accessible  to  the  Eiifrhsh  reader  in  thc- 
transhition  of  Wishart. 

Besides  being  so  abuiidftntly  treated  of  in  books,  tlie  subject 
of  hernia,  particularly  the  demonstration  of  its  anatomy,  is  one 
fto  which  several  lectures  of  every  surgical  and  anatomical  course 
ill  our  medical  colleges  are  devoted,  to  the  weariness  not  only, 
l»nt  often  to  the  life-long  confusion,  of  the  poor  student. 

The  oldest  medical  works  contain  very  complete  accounts  of 
this  disorder,  and  scarcely  a  week  goes  by  without  one  or  moic- 
ca.ses  being  reported  in  the  journals.  The  importance  thus  at- 
tached to  the  subject  of  hernia  by  the  surgical  mind  of  all  ages 
arises  mainly  from  three  circumstances: 

Ist.  Its  frequency.  It  is  an  estremely  common  disease,  beiu;; 
varionsly  estimated  to  prevail  in  from  one-eightb  to  one-sisteentL 
of  the  human  family;  and  if  the  first  of  these  estimates  is  too 
liti^c,  as  it  very  probably  is,  the  latter  is  quite  as  probably  too 
emalL  Without  citing  any  authorities,  among  whom  such  a  wide 
diversity  exists,  I  will  simply  remaik  that  the  accurate  determin- 
V..T.  XIII.— No.  2.-5. 
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ation  of  such  a  {juestion  must  necessarily  be  estrenioly  difficult, 
if  not  impossibte,  as  many  of  those  thns  atUicted  take  the  greatest 
pains  to  conceal  their  infirmity,  and  all  statistics  on  such  A  ques- 
tion, drawn  from  hoapitals,  armies,  or  similar  sources,  are  apt  to 
rr.fe  the  proportion  too  high,  representing,  as  they  do,  but  one 
tlass  of  society,  and  that  too  in  which  the  disease  is  confessedly 
j-fiost  commou.  The  great  difference  found  to  exist  among  those 
ajlhorities  who  have  pretended  to  give  figures  on  this  tjueation 
shows  plainly  enough  thai  none  are  to  be  implicitly  relied  on, 
and  perhaps  the  subject  admits  of  no  more  definite  i^tatemeiit 
than  that  hernia  is  one  of  the  most  frequent  of  surgical  affuctions. 
How  ofti'U  are  we  surprised  when  sonic  emergency  makes  us 
acquainted  with  the  esistence  of  hernia  in  a  person  whom  we 
have  known  for  years  without  in  the  least  suspecting  it. 

2<1.  Its  serious  risks.  Hernia,  although  at  ordinary  times, 
and  when  quiescent,  but  one  of  the  minor  ills  of  life,  is  liable  at 
any  moment  to  become  one  of  the  most  painful,  dangerous  and 
urgent  of  morbid  conditions;  threatening  a  spaedy  period  to  a 
life  which  but  a  few  hours  before  seemed  almost  out  of  the  reach 
of  death  or  danger,  and  demanding  upon  the  part  of  the  medical 
attendant  the  utmost  promptitude  and  coolness  of  action.  No 
accident  to  which  so  many  people  are  liable  is  so  terrible,  or  so 
frequently  mortal,  as  strangulation  of  a  hernial  tumor. 

'  3d.  Its  manifold  and  unexpected  complications.  The  com- 
]>1ete  history  of  hernia  will  never  be  written,  for  no  two  cases  are 
in  all  points  exactly  alike,  and  something  new  is  always  "turning 
v.p."  Complications  are  constantly  arising  which  tax  io-day,  as 
they  have  done  for  hundreds  of  years,  alt  the  skill  and  resources 
of  the  surgeon,  who,  though  he  may  know  nothing  certain  of  the 
conditions  before  him,  has  no  way  of  attaining  that  certainty  but 
by  acting  as  if  he  were  alrea<ly  acquainted  with  every  detail 
Wonderful  oases  of  hernia  have  been  constantly  recurring  in 
;aedical  literature,  from  the  day  when  Pott  found  the  ovaries  in 
a  hernial  sac,  to  the  probably  unique  case  reported  in  the  New 
York  Medical  ■lournal  for  January,  1873,  where  the  intestine  was 
strangulated  by  the  spermatic  cord. 

These  three  things,  then,  its  frequency,  its  danger,  and  its 
-complicatiooa,  will  always  make  hernia,  as  they  always  have  made 
it,  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  important  subjects  in  surgery. 
J  have  uot,  as  may  well  be  supposed,  chosen  the  subject  of  hernia 
for  a  paper  because  I  hope  to  exhaust  it,  for  that  would  be  all 
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that  could  be  expected  in  the  most  pretentious  volume;  nor  be- 
cause I  have  acything  specially  new  to  offer,  but  because  it  has 
occupied  much  of  my  reading  and  meditation,  and  because  I  have 
seen  abundant  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  the  profession  either 
entertain  erroneous  notions  on  the  subject,  or  display  in  danger- 
ous emergencies  a  culpable  timidity  and  delay.  The  nature  of 
this  p^ier  forbids  any  effort  at  Bystematic  arrangement,  or  even 
thorough  elaboration  of  the  points  on  which  it  touches.  I  intend 
only  to  take  up  a  few  points  as  they  occur  to  my  mind,  and  dis- 
cuss them  very  briefly,  guided  by  the  time-honored  advice  of  the 
Irishman  to  a  friend  in  difliciilty,  "  whenever  you  see  a  head, 
hit  it." 

And  first,  I  wish  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  some  points  con- 
nected with  hernia  in  children.  It  is  important,  of  course,  that 
every  case  of  hernia,  whether  in  an  adult  or  child,  should  be  sup- 
ported by  a  proper  truss;  but  this  is  of  double  importance  in 
children,  from  the  fact  that  what  in  the  adult  is  a  mere  paliative, 
may  in  their  case  produce  a  radical  and  permanent  cure.  A 
well-fitting,  carefully -applied,  constantly-worn  truss  will,  I  am 
persuaded,  very  often  produce  a  perfect  cure.  But  so  desirable 
a  result  is  not  to  be  obtained  without  some  considerable  amount 
of  care  and  trouble.  In  the  first  place,  the  truss  should  be 
adapted  as  perfectly  as  possible  to  the  requirements  of  each  par- 
ticular case,  and  this  is  sometimes  by  no  means  an  easy  task;  it 
is  generally  useless,  it  may  be  a  great  deal  worse  than  useless, 
to  be  satisfied  with  simply  issuing  the  mandate,  "  get  a  truss  and 
let  the  child  wear  it" 

A  badly-fitting  truss  can  seldom  be  worn  long  enough  to  do 
any  good,  and  is  utterly  useless  for  the  purpose  of  cure,  even  if 
persevered  in.  Let  the  surgeon,  if  possible,  select  the  instru- 
ment himself,  but  as  this  may  not  always  be  convenient,  let  the 
patients,  in  api^ying  to  the  instrument  maker,  arrange  for  the 
exchange  of  the  truss  as  often  as  may  be  necessary,  autU  the 
wu^eon  passes  a  full  verdict  of  approval.  And  in  this  matter  let 
OS  beware  not  to  decide  too  hastily;  more  than  once  have  I  seen 
a  tinss  pronounced  perfect,  and  seeming  to  fit  perfectly  when 
lirst  applied,  in  a  day  or  two  develope  faults  that  rendered  a 
change  imperative;  indeed,  I  think  it  might  almost  be  laid  down 
JM  a  rale,  that  not  until  after  one  or  two  days'  wear  can  a  safe 
lecision  be  arrived  at.  And  even  after  a  proper  instrument  has 
t>een  selected,  and  the  parents  or  nurse  have  been  shown  and 
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instructed  how  to  appl;  it,  the  surgeon  should  not  at  once  cease 
personal  oversight  of  the  case,  but  should,  for  a  few  weeks  at 
least,  carefully  eiamine  it  from  time  to  time  to  see  that  it  is  work- 
ing properly. 

A  truss  for  a  child  ought  always  to  be  selected  and  worn  with 
a  view  to  a  radical  cure,  for  though  we  may  sometimes  fail  iu 
attaining  such  a  desirable  result,  we  shall  succeed  iu  a  sufQclect 
number  of  cases  to  make  it  worth  while  to  try  for  it  in  all.  I 
can  recall  at  this  moment  at  least  four  little  patients  who  have 
been  thoroughly  cured  of  scrotal  hernia  by  carefully  wearing  a 
truss  for  from  one  to  two  years,  and  I  by  no  means  think  this 
latter  time  the  latest  period  at  which  such  a  result  may  be  hoped 
for.  To  attain  so  desirable  an  end,  the  truss  must  not  only  sup- 
port the  hernial  protrusion  and  retain  it  within  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  but  it  must  also  protluce  enough  pressure  upon  the 
internal  abdominal  ring  and  first  pari  of  the  inguinal  canal  to 
ocolude,  or  at  least  to  diminish,  these  apertures.  Pressure  suffi- 
cient to  do  this  will,  of  course,  cause  the  child  some  pain  and 
uneasiness,  particularly  at  first,  but  this  need  not  be  severe,  indeed 
it  will  not  be  borne  if  it  is;  to  regulate  it  will  require  some  judg- 
ment, which  no  rules  cau  supplant  or  materially  assist,  and  which 
must  result  from  close  attention  to  each  case,  which  will  enable 
the  praotitioner  to  conduct  thiis  apparently  simple,  but  really  im- 
portaut  matter  in  the  best  way. 

The  truss  ought  to  be  worn  unremittingly,  night  and  day,  ami 
for  an  entire  year  at  the  very  least  To  carrj-  this  out  in  its  full 
rigor  will,  I  am  well  aware,  generally  be  impossible  just  at  first, 
and,  on  the  whole,  had  perhaps  better  not  be  attempted;  for  the 
iirst  month  2>erhaps  it  may  be  taken  off  at  night,  and  reapplied 
in  the  morning,  and  great  comfort  may  be  given  the  little  patient 
by  bathing  all  the  parts  upon  which  pressure  is  made  with  equal 
parts  of  alcohol  and  water,  both  after  taking  it  off  and  before 
putting  it  on  again. 

How  soon  may  a  tru^s  be  applied  for  infantile  hernia?  I  an- 
swer, as  soon  as  it  is  discovered,  and  if  congenital,  within  the 
second  mouth.  This  answer,  however,  admits  of  one  exception, 
and  that  is  where  there  is  an  undescended  testicle  on  the  same 
side  as  the  hernia;  in  such  a  case  it  might  be  well  to  wait  fur  six 
months  or  so,  but  not  much  longer,  for  if  the  testicle  Liis  n'jt  de- 
scended by  that  time,  the  probabilities  of  its  ever  doing  so  are 
very  small. 
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If  a  tniBS  is  applied  iluring  the  early  months  of  infantile  life, 
it  will  need  to  be  changetl  from  time  to  time  t»  meet  the  demands 
of  growth;  and  even  if  it  were  not  necessary  on  this  account,  it 
wonld  be  on  others,  for  the  constant  soiling  and  wetting  to  which 
it  is  liable  will  soon  wear  out  and  destroy  the  leather  and  softer 
parts  of  it  at  least,  and  I  have  known  the  steel  of  the  spring  to 
become  go  rnsted  and  weakened  as  to  snap  right  across  on  the 
application  of  a  veiy  trifling  force.  Every  time  the  truss  is 
changed,  one  with  a  stronger  sprin;^  should  be  selected. 

Let  ns  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  not  the  apphcation  of  a  severe 
pressuie,  but  the  continuance  of  a  more  moderate  degree  that  we 
are  to  rely  apon,  and  that  there  is  no  special  secret,  either  of 
form  or  material,  that  can  make  the  instrument  of  one  maker 
iinirersally  superior  to  oil  others,  but  that  each  may  have  some- 
thing to  commend  it  for  some  particular  cose,  and  thus  we  shall 
have  a  wide  field  to  choose  from,  and  can  rarely  fail,  by  persever- 
ance, to  find  what  we  need. 

Proprietors  or  patentees  of  different  trusses  may  have  their 
hobbies,  but  the  practical  sargeou  should  have  none.  I  had 
recently  a  vei^  severe  case  of  double  scrotal  hernia  in  an  infant, 
the  tumor  altogether  being  larger  than  a  man's  list,  forming  a 
projection,  in  the  midst  of  which  the  little  penis  was  almost 
buried  out  of  eight,  and  over  which  the  nrine  dribbled,  produc- 
ing a  good  deal  of  superficial  excoriation,  and  it  was  growing 
bigger  all  the  time. 

A  number  of  tios^ses  were  tried,  at  the  expense  of  a  good 
deal  of  time  and  money,  but  to  no  purpose;  and  one  maker  to 
whom  we  applied  said  that  it  was  the  only  case  in  which  his  truss 
had  failed,  and  the  rupture  was  so  bad  that  no  tiTiss  could  con- 
trol it.  Nevertheless,  I  was  nut  to  be  dannted,  and  turned  truss- 
maker  myself,  iheoretically  at  leaet,  and  finally  succeeded  in 
having  one  made  for  the  case  which  kept  it  up  perfectly,  and  has 
done  so  in  spile  of  a  severe  attack  of  whooping-cough,  and  it 
now  seems  in  progress  of  cure.  Let  us  never  despair;  there  is 
almost  always  a  way,  and  we  can  almost  always  find  it  if  we  try 
hard  enongb,  and  long  enough 

In  the  scrotal  hernia  of  children,  we  sometimes  find  a  small 
quantity  o(  finid  at  ihe  bottom  of  the  sac,  constituting  a  variety 
of  hydrocele.  Especially  is  this  apt  to  be  the  case  in  congenital 
hernia.  It  rarely  ever  requires  any  separate  attention,  but  gen- 
erally disappears  in  a  short  time  when  the  hernia  is  retained  in 
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its  place.  If  in  anj  excdptional  case  it  shonld  be  deemed  ad- 
yisable  to  puncture  it,  the  greatest  care  would  be  necessary  to 
make  sure  that  tlie  intestinal  contents  were  first  replaced,  and  a 
tmss  applied,  and  in  no  case  would  iri'itating  injections  be  ad- 


I  have  met  with  a  source  of  uncertainty  in  some  cases  of  her- 
nia in  children,  which  only  needs  to  be  known  to  be  escaped.  I 
refer  to  the  fact  that  owing  to  the  looseness  of  their  tissues  theic 
will  often  appear  to  be  something  left  in  the  sac  after  the  hernial 
contents  have  been  properly  reduced.  A  knowledge  of  this  source 
of  perplexity,  and  a  moment's  attention,  will  snflice  to  preveiit 
any  mistake.  It  is  but  rarely  that  any  considerable  difficulty  is 
experienced  in  reducing  the  hernia  of  children,  but  should  there 
be,  I  have  found  the  plan  of  turning  the  little  patient  literally 
upside  down,  by  suspending  him  by  the  heels,  a  most  efficacious 
one.  The  first  time  I  tried  it  was  in  a  case  in  which  I  bad  been 
Bent  for  to  operate  on  a  child  for  strangulated  hernia.  Befoi'e 
proceediug  to  operate,  I  determined  to  make  one  final  effort  at 
reduction,  and  directed  tlie  father  to  stand  upon  a  chair,  ami 
taking  his  child  by  the  heels,  let  him  hang  head  dowuwni'ds.  In 
this  position  the  heruia,  which  had  previously  i-esisted  maiiv 
efforts  at  reduction,  went  back  almost  of  itself,  without  the  assist- 
ance of  the  taxis.  This  plan,  which  cannot  be  fully  carried  out 
in  an  adidt,  should  always  be  tried,  if  necessary,  in  children;  nor 
would  I  say  that  the  taxis  had  finally  failed  until  it  had  been 
done.  In  adults  an  approximation  may  be  made  to  it  by  lower- 
ing the  head  and  shoulders  and  elevating  the  pelvis  aa  much  as 
possible,  though  it  has  been  advised  to  attempt  the  taxis  with  the 
patient  in  the  upright  position.  I  have  no  experience  with  thit^ 
method,  but  there  are  plenty  of  cases  where  one  is  glad  enough 
to  try  anything,  and  this  will  not  be  the  first  instance  in  which 
diametrically  opposite  means  have  been  successful  in  attaining 
the  same  result.  One  important  {>oint  in  the  position  of  a  patient 
to  facilitate  taiis,  which  is  often  overlooked,  is  that  the  thigh  on 
the  side  of  the  hernia  should  not  only  be  flexed,  but  also  strongly 
adducted,  or  rotated  inwai-ds. 

There  is  a  form  of  hernia  which  is  seldom  seen  in  the  adult, 
but  is  quite  common  in  children,  that  is  the  umbilical,  which  fre- 
quently exists  at  birth,  or  more  commonly  shows  itself  soon  after- 
wards; it  generally  cores  itself,  either  with  or  without  the  as»ist- 
»nce  of  the  physician.    Tlie  only  treatment  I  have  ever  used  or 
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toaod  necessary  hns  been  to  place  a  compress,  8  penny  piece,  for 
instance,  wrapi>ed  in  muslin,  over  the  opening,  and  retain  it.  by 
crjss  strips  of  adhesive  plaster,  directing  the  mother  to  pin  the 
CQstomiuy  bandage  a  little  tighter  than  usual,  ami  keep  her  child 
from  crying  as  much  as  possible.  The  latter  direction,  as  also 
the  prevention  of  constipation  and  its  accompanying  straining,  is 
of  importance  in  nil  cases  of  hernia. 

A  case  of  this  kind  was  brought  to  me  a  few  days  ago  in  which 
eome  wise  neighlx>r  woman  had  offered  to  cure  it  by  a  puncture, 
but  the  parents,  though  they  had  great  confidence  in  her  knowl- 
edge, preferred,  as  they  said,  to  have  a  regular  unrgeon  perform 
the  operation;  so  they  came  to  me,  and  the  little  baby  escaped 
an  artificial  anus,  perhaps,  if  not  something  worse.  Stic'u  cases 
have  not  always  fared  so  well,  tor  they  have  sometimes  beer 
opened,  and  death  or  artificial  anus  produced,  and  I  have  seen 
lately  a  notice  in  on©  of  the  journals  that,  in  a  case  of  congenital 
umbilical  hernia  the  same  misfortune  lias  been  caused  by  tying 
the  cord  too  near  the  body  of  the  child.  When  umbilical  hernia 
occurs  in  the  adult,  it  is  generally  in  women,  and  is  caused  by 
the  thiuning  and  spreading  out  of  tlie  abdominal  walls  in  preg- 
nancy, and  the  expulsive  efforts  of  partnrition,  and  is  often  ex- 
tremely annoying  and  difficult  to  deal  with. 

I  have  said  already  that  when  a  hernia  becomes  strnngnlatGd 
we  have  a  comparatively  unimportant  disease  suddenly  changed 
to  one  of  the  utmost  danger  and  gravity,  and  one  too  in  which 
the  surgeon  must  act  with  promptitude  and  decision,  if  he  would.  . 
magnify  the  eHicacy  of  his  art,  instead  of  having  to  deplore  its 
BSelessness.  I  have  known,  in  a  not  very  extensive  experience 
several  cases  of  strangulated  hernia  teiTninating  fatally  by  delay, 
and  ^ts  such  as  these  explain  why  I  speak  so  emphatically  and 
with  such  repetition  on  so  pUiin  a  matter. 

I  shall  not  stop  to  dcsci-ibe  the  symptoms  of  strangulation, 
taking  it  for  granted  that  we  all  know  them  well  enough,  but 
simply  say  that  when  once  this  condition  is  ascertained  to  exist, 
or  even  to  be  imminent,  the  surgeon  should  give  himself  no  peace 
nor  rest  until  it  is  overcome,  either  by  taxis,  or,  failing  this  after 
a  fair  trial  under  amesthesia,  by  operation.  "We  must  not,  now- 
a-days,  discnaa  the  influence  of  bleeding,  antimony,  tobacco  ene- 
BiatB,  etc,  for  although  osefnl  to  our  forefathers,  they  are,  as  a 
general  mle,  unnecessary  and  superfluous  in  the  practice  of  to- 
day.    We  have  anaesthetics,  and  this  simple  fact  gives  us  such 
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an  unspeatable  advantage  in  the  treatment  of  herniii,  as  well  ae 
many  other  conditions,  that  there  is  no  longer  any  excuse  for 
tortaring  our  patients  with  delays  and  debilitants  that  were  ouce 
all  bnt  unavoidable.  In  the  nse  of  aniestbetics  we  have  not  only 
the  most  perfect  means  of  relaxation,  with  less  uf  danger  and 
inconvenience,*  than  almost  any  other,  bnt  moreover  as  a  means 
of  abolisbiofj  pain,  it  delivers  us  from  that  most  fatal  of  tempta- 
tions, delay,  after  the  taxis  lias  been  tried  and  failed. 

I  am  well  aware  that  our  art  admits  of  but  few,  if  any,  ahso- 
iule  rules  of  condnct,  but  that  those  considered  most  undeviating 
otlen  demand  variation  according  to  the  jndgmeut  of  tiie  practi- 
tioner in  particular  cases;  nevertheless,  the  following  rule  for  the 
guidance  of  the  surgeon,  when  called  to  a  case  of  strangulated 
hernia,  will  probably  demand  as  few  ezcfeptions  as  any  in  surgery. 
When  called  to  such  a  case  make  an  immediate  effort  at  reduc- 
tion, with  the  aid  of  an  antestbetic  if  necessary  and  practicable. 
This  attempt  may  be  continued  for  half  an  hour  or  more  if  there 
be  no  tenderness  or  other  evidence  of  local  inflammation;  other- 
wise it  must  be  discontinued  sooner,  according  to  circumstances. 
Let  the  taxis  be  systematic,  gentle  and  persevering;  force  is  never 
appropriate,  for  even  if  it  succeeds  it  is  dangerous.  If  after  a 
fair  trial  in  this  way  you  fail,  then  send  for  assistance,  and  ap- 
point a  consultation  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  and  come 
to  it  prepared  to  operate.  Place  your  patient  fully  nnder  the 
influence  of  ether,  or  chloroform  if  you  like  it  better;  try  the 
taxis  once  more,  and  if  it  fails  operate  at  ouce. 

By  adopting  such  a  course  as  this  you  will  very  often  come 
ftTray  without  having  used  your  instruments;  for  in  the  large 
majority  of  cases  taxis  under  ether  succeeds;  but  you  will  always 
come  away  conscious  that  you  have  done  all  yoa  could  to  place 
your  patient  in  a  position  of  safety  and  preserve  his  life — all  at 
least  that  a  good  conscience  and  good  surgery  demand,  and  they 
certainly  demand  no  less  of  you.  Though  you  should  always  be 
prepared  to  operate  in  such  cases,  never  regard  an  operation  for 
utrangulated  hernia  as  trifling  or  unimportant.  It  is  no  trifle, 
bnt  a  very  grave  and  serious  operation,  and  one,  too,  having  a 
very  high  rate  of  mortality — not  less  than  twenty-five  per  cent; 
bnt  it  is  far,  far.  less  dangerous  tban  delay.  Indeed,  it  is  injudi- 
cious delay  that  has  done  much  to  give  it  its  unenviable  mortal- 
ity; and,  like  many  other  of  the  life-saving  operations  of  surgery, 
its  true  value  will  never  be  appreciated  until  it  ceases  to  be  re- 
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garJeii  as  the  '.ost  resort — the  oaly  sti  p  short  of  sheer  despair — 
done  on  moribund  pntients,  or  simply  to  quiet  the  demands  of  a 
half-enlight«ned  coDSciencti. 

Having  thus  spoken  briefly  of  tlie  relative  position  of  taxis 
and  the  knife,  let  us  look  at  each  more  in  detail  for  a  moment. 

We  have  said  alrea<ly  that  taxis,  with  the  patient  thoroughly 
anicstbebized,  eacceeds  in  the  large  majoi-ity  of  cases;  we  may  go 
further,  and  say  that  if  properly  performed,  and  undertaken  in 
time,  in  cases  of  inguinal  hernia,  it  almost  always  does  succeed. 
The  cases  in  which  it  ofteuest  fails  are  those  of  femoral  or  cru- 
ral ruptnre,  the  reasons  for  which  are,  the  small  size  of  the  aper- 
ture through  which  it  has  escaped,  the  depth  and  situation  of  the 
parts,  which  prevent  the  proper  manipulation  of  the  sac,  and 
render  it  liable  to  become  doubled  or  folded  up  against  the  sharp 
edge  of  Gimbemat's  ligament,  where  the  strictui-e  is  generally 
situated,  and  which,  interrupting  the  circulation  more  thoroughly 
than  the  comparatively  rounded  edge  of  the  other  outlets,  causes 
swelling  to  occur  more  rapidly  and  more  severely.  We  need  not 
stop  to  give  any  directions  for  the  performance  of  the  taxis- 
There  is  plenty  of  that  in  every  text-book  on  surgery,  and  I  have 
nothing  new  to  ofifer.  Only  do  it  reflectively,  thinking  carefully 
all  the  while,  even  with  your  finger  ends,  and  hearing  your  anat- 
omy carefully  in  mind.  I  once  watched  a  doctor  for  a  consider- 
able time  sweating  and  puffing  in  vain  over  the  reduction  of  a 
hernia,  which  after  all  proved  quite  easy  in  other  hand&  The 
only  difficulty  was  he  was  pushing  in  the  wrong  direction.  Above 
all  do  not  resort  to  what  may  be  called  brute  force,  please  re- 
member that  these  are  hving,  sensitive  tissues  you  are  pushing, 
and  kneading,  and  twisting,  and  squeezing;  nothing  but  a  few 
thin  layers  lie  between  your  ruthless  lingers  and  delicate,  vascu- 
lar, and  it  may  be  already  partially  inflamed,  intestine. 

If,  after  the  use  of  force  and  violence,  you  are  obliged  to  op- 
erate, you  more  than  double  the  risk  of  fatal  traumatic  peritonitis. 
The  celebrated  Desanlt  was  so  fully  convinced  of  the  great  dan- 
ger of  immoderate  efforts  in  applying  tasis  ,that  be  condemns  it 
in  almost  every  instance.  In  hia  opinion  the  bruising  and  other 
injuriea  inflicted  on  the  bowel  by  the  surgeon  in  such  attempts 
mky  render  the  state  of  the  patient  as  critical  after  the  reduction, 
if  acam^vshed,  as  it  was  before. 

Desault  has  seen  many  oasea  that  tend  to  show  a  great  differ- 
ence in  the  mortality  after  operating,  in  favor  of  those  operations 
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which  have  been  performed  on  patients  who  Latc  not  previoiislv 
been  eubjetted  to  the  taxis.  "You  may  always  iiope  for  snccess," 
he  siiys,  "in  a  hernia  which  has  Bot  been  toiirhtd  before  opera- 
ting." Kow,  with  all  due  deference  to  so  celebrated  a  surgeon 
as  Desaiilt,  I  think  that  to  rocomiuend  the  operation  withont  any 
preNious  attempt  at  reduction,  is  going  to  an  unreasonable  and 
unJTiati liable  extreme;  and  ;et  I  ain  almost  sorry  to  be  obliged 
to  enter  this  vavea),  bo  impressed  am  I  with  thi.-  supreme  danger 
of  delay,  and  the  cowtinuons  and  prolonged  intermeddling  which 
it  almost  invariably  involves.  And  moreover,  a.s  already  remarked, 
the  triumph  of  obstinate  force  is  often  but  a  fallacious  one,  even 
when  it  succeeds  in  effecting  reduction.  I  have  seen  this  strik- 
ingly exemplified  at  least  once  in  a  putient  who,  after  such  a  tri- 
nmpU  of  muscular  energy,  escaped  death  V>y  the  very  "siiinof 
his  teeth."  The  use  of  ethor  spray  as  an  adjuvant  to  the  taxi-'!. 
has  been  repeatedly  used  and  adviseil  within  the  last  few  years; 
its  actnal  value  remains  to  be  tested  by  fuiiher  clinical  CKpeiience, 
which  is  the  only  unfailing  toHch-.stonc  by  which  every  new  expe- 
dient must  stand  or  fall. 

Having  said  timt  in  undertaking  the  taxi^  we  should  c.irefully 
remember  our  anatomy,  I  now  remark  that  when  we  come  to  ope- 
rate the  more  completely  we  leave  it  out  of  mind  the  better. 
Strange  doctrine!  bnt  nevertheless  I  bt-lievc  it  to  be  tnie.  I 
scarcely  think  it  worth  while  to  guard  myself  against  misappre- 
hension by  saying  that  I  by  no  means  underrate  the  importance 
of  anatomy,  for  no  one  can  have  a  higher  estimate  of  its  para- 
mount importance  than  I  have;  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  n 
man  who  begins  an  operation  for  strangulated  hernia  expscting 
to  find  the  layers  and  faciee  he  has  read  about  in  Ixioks,  or  even 
seen  in  the  dissecting -i-oom,  is  inflicting  the  most  useless  torture 
on  himself,  and  doing  bis  patient  no  earthly  good. 

Just  think  of  it;  what  is  it  that  you  have  got  to  do?  Not  to 
demonstrate  any  relation  of  pai-ts,  either  real  or  fancied,  but 
simply  and  only  to  cut  down  to  the  seat  of  stricture  and  relieve 
it,  be  it  where  it  may.  There  would  seem  to  be  but  little  fear  of 
rashnesfi,  for  you  know  well  enough  that  the  intestine,  uo  matter 
how  many  layers  ingenuity  may  divide  the  superjacent  tiesnes 
intiO,  is  practically  very  near  the  knife,  and  to  cut  into  it  would 
be  such  a  blunder  as  no  amount  of  anatomical  kuowled^  could 
avert  And  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  any  operator  knows  or 
cfires,  as  he  divides  layer  after  layer  on  his  dissector,  what  their 
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names  may  be?  Tlie  only  excuse  I  can  imagine  for  such  uselesB- 
trifiiog  would-be  the  positive  recognition  of  the  hernial  sac  itself, 
by  haviiig  cut  through  the  number  of  Inyei-s  which  must  necessa- 
rily precede  it;  but,  as  everyone  is  aware,  no  such  rule  is  availa- 
ble, and  if  it  were  it  would  be  of  little  use,  except  to  one  who 
conld  not  recognize  the  sac  when  he  saw  it,  and  he  could  hardly 
be  made  a  safe  operator  by  any  rules.  No;  care,  deliberation, 
and  good  common  sense  are  the  best  safeguards;  anil  even  with 
regard  to  arteries,  as  being  on  the  inside  of  this  sort  of  hernia, 
and  on  the  outside  of  that,  they  are  niceties  that  wc  are  least 
likely  to  feel  sare  about  juiit  when  we  need  that  certainty  most, 
and  such  roles  are  by  no  means  certain  and  reliable;  the  artery 
is  not  always  where  it  ought  to  be.  Let  the  tiuger  precede  the 
knife  in  dividing  the  stricture,  carefully  feeling  for  the  pulsation 
of  an  artery,  or  anything  else  of  which  the  tactile  sense  can  infonn 
US,  and,  unless  warned  of  some  danger,  cut  directly  upward, 
where  danger  is  least  likely  to  be  met.  "With  regard  to  the  divi- 
sion or  0])ening  of  the  sue,  that  is,  of  the  peritoneum,  this  should 
always,  if  possible,  be  avoided.  Notwithstanding  the  great  stress 
laid  by  the  atlvocates  of  certain  operations  \i\>ou  the  imiiunity 
with  which  the  peritoneum  may  sometimes  be  wounded,  let  as 
not  be  led  astray.  Fear  not  to  divide  it  when  necessary,  bat 
avoid  it  when  [wssible,  for,  as  already  stated,  the  mortality  of 
operations  for  strangulated  hernia  is  high,  and  this  mortality  is 
chiefly  from  traumatic  peritonitis. 

The  tendency  of  many  patients  to  conceal  the  existence  of  a 
hernia,  and  the  fact  that  it  may  even  exist  without  their  knowl- 
edge, make  it  imi>ortant,  under  certain  circumstances,  to  be  on 
tlie  lookout  for  it.  In  every  case  of  colic,  especially  if  there  l>e- 
Tomiting,  it  would  be  well  to  determine  whether  thei-e  is  a  hernia 
or  not.  Do  not  be  led  to  neglect  this  necessary  precaution  by 
the  fact  of  the  bowels  baring  been  moved;  so  far  from  this  de- 
ciding against  the  presence  of  hernia,  the  fact  is  that  a  fcecal 
discharge,  and  a  very  free  one,  finite  often  occurs  at  the  moment 
of  Strang olation.  Therefore,  always  examine  the  usual  situation, 
which  can  easily  be  done  while  ascertaining  the  condition  of  the 
kbdomen  as  to  tenderaess,  distension,  etc.  It  will  not  do  to  trust 
to  qoestionB  merely,  for  the  patient,  from  motives  of  delicacy, 
from  ignorance,  or  becauae  he  takes  a  different  view  of  the  case,. 
Biay  pat  yon  ofil 

Many  patients  have  died  of  so-called  colic,  and  a  strangulated. 
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bernift  been  iliacovered  ouly  after  dgatb.  If  9ucli  an  occun'ence 
ebould  happen  to  any  of  na,  it  would  nmko  ns  very  uucomforta- 
ble,  and  if  by  !9ach  a  simple  precaution  we  shonld  save  one  patient 
that  wonld  otherwise  have  died,  that  would  be  reward  enough 
for  having  practiged  it  all  our  lives. 

I  am  aTrare  that  thi^  paper  is  both  imperfect  and  common- 
place enough,  but  it  is  well  aometimes  to  go  over  well-knowa 
ground  again  and  again,  and  trifies  acquire  great  importance 
when  they  pertain  to  a  matter  so  serious  as  the  one  we  have  been 
considerint;. 


PHLEGMASIA   DOLEKS,  PUEEPEBAL  FEVER,  AHD  MAMMARY 


In  looking  ovor  some  numbera  of  the  Atlanta  Medical  i^^^ 
-SuBuicAL  Journal,  I  was  much  interested  in  the  treatment  pro- 
posed by  Dr.  J.  ]M.  Johnson  for  phlegmasia  doleus;  not  interested 
in  my  own  behalf,  fur  ill  consequences  very  rarely  attend  my 
■obstetrical  cases,  but  intert?stod  in  behalf  of  suffering  woman.  It 
then  occniTed  to  me  thar,  pet  adventure,  her  sufferings  might  be 
alleviated  by  makiug  known  the  plans  by  which  my  own  patients 
have  suffered  so  little. 

If  the  curious  reader  shall  aaV,  wliy  is  it  that  you  are  not  troub- 
led with  some  of  the  ill  conseqneuces  so  freijuently  met  with  in 
obstetrical  cases,  my  answer  is  very  brief:  it  is  mostly  due  to  the 
fact  that  I  dry-cup  my  white  patients,  (colored  ones  seldom  re- 
^luiriog  it).  By  means  of  dry-cupping  there  is  no  occluded  os, 
for  it  relaxes  the  os  and  contracts  the  fundns,  and  there  cannot 
therefore  be  any  absorption  of  broken  down  coagnla  or  of  pus. 
Furthermore,  the  abraded  surfaces  all  heal  over  in  half  the  time 
necessary  without  di^-cnppiug.  I  have  cured  an  ulcer  on  tha 
arm  by  dry-cupping  and  a  wet  bandage  in  three  weeks,  on  which 
another  physician  had  eshansted  Ms  skill  for  seven  months,  and 
in  about  the  same  time  an  ulcer  on  a  woman's  nipple,  on  which  a 
great  many  prescriptions  had  been  tried,  without  effect,  for  foor 
months. 
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The  same  powerful  curative  infiuence  is  exei'ted  ou  tlie  nervea 
of  the  ateroe  when  dry-cnpping  is  usei),  and  the  coDsequence  ia, 
that  with  ordinary  care  no  one  need  fear  any  bad  results  from 
labors.  I  also  use  it  as  an  excito -secretory  agent  to  secure  an 
early  and  free  secretion  of  milk,  and  this  it  will  insure.  One 
patient  whom  I  attended  ten  times,  always  had  tender  breasts, 
without  milk,  at  first,  but  dry-cupping  always  relieved  it,  and 
frequently,  when  dry-cupped  at  night,  the  child  could  take  the 
breast  by  midnight.  To  this  treatment  I  attribute  the  fact  that 
in  my  ou-n  practice  I  have  never  had  a  single  breast  to  inflame. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  best  for  me  to  state  that  the  dry-cupping  is 
always  tried  on  the  spinal  column,  and  with  cups  2J  to  2J  inches 
in  diameter;  also,  to  secure  a  free  secretion  of  milk,  I  apply  a 
smaller  cup  on  the  neck.  In  my  opinion,  the  fact  that  my  pa- 
tients are  rarely  troubled  with  any  of  the  usual  disagreeable  con- 
sequences of  confinement  is  due  chiefly  to  dry-cupping. 

About  twenty-siX'Or  twenty-seven  years  ago  I  had  a  case  of 
puerperal  fever,  and  as  the  treatment  was  remarkably  successful, 
though  not  laid  down  in  the  books,  perha!)s  it  may  be  well  enough 
to  mention  it.  The  patient  had  been  accidentally  exposed  to  a 
strong  night  wind,  and  on  the  third  day  after  delivery  I  was 
called  in.  Found  her  with  a  high,  full  and  strong  pulse,  lochia 
suppressed,  and  excessive  abdominal  tenderness  i  so  great  that 
her  clothes  were  removed  from  the  abdomen,  and  she  could  not 
bear  the  weight  of  the  sheet.  A  thin,  tight,  wet  bandage  was 
applied  over  the  whole  abdomen,  not  very  cold  at  first,  but  grad- 
uuUy  cooled,  and  changed  by  an  attendant  every  minute  and  a 
half  or  two  minutes.  A  pitcher  of  water  was  placed  by  the  bed- 
side, containing  bicarb,  potass,  about  thirty  or  forty  grains  to 
the  pint,  and  she  was  allowed  to  drink  freely.  The  following 
evening  she  was  relieved  aufiiciently  to  be  turned  over  on  her 
side,  and  dry-cupped  the  whole  length  of  the  spine,  and  wet 
bandages  continued.  The  lochial  discharge  was  soon  re-eatab- 
lishcd ;  the  wet  biindagos  cured  the  inflammation,  and  the  two 
visits  were  all  that  were  necessary.  Had  she  been  treated  accord- 
ing to  the  plans  laid  down  in  the  books,  half  a  dozen  visits,  and 
perhaps  a  consultation  and  a  week's  suffering,  would  probably 
have  been  the  result. 

Perhaps  it  may  prove  advnutageous  for  me  to  mention  another 
peculiarity  of  my  management  of  puerperal  cases.  My  preceptor, 
when  he  placed  in  my  hands  the  first  work  on  practice,  said  tc- 
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me,  "  Make  yonvself  actiuaintecl  witb  diseases  and  yonr  remedial 
agencies,  and  then  think  for  vonrHelf,  and  never  trouble  yonrself 
about  any  man's  treatment;'  and  thus  trained,  I  have  felt  my- 
self privileged  to  vary  sometimeB  from  rules  laid  down  in  the 
books,  I  have  for  a  long  time  made  it  a  nile  to  deliver  tlie  pla- 
centa tcithin  ha.}/  an  hour  a/lcr  l}f.  birth  of  Ihe  ■hilii,  ok  it  '■omei 
ai'-aij  much  ea--'ier  Ihen  than  al  an;/  olh-'r  timf,  and  for  every  honr's 
delay  in  its  delivery  the  conseijuences  become  more  disagreeable 
or  injurious.  This  can  readily  be  a^ieonipliwhed.  "While  watch- 
ing witb  my  right  hand  for  the  pulsation  in  the  cord  to  cease,  I 
ninniputate  the  uterus  witb  the  left  hand,  so  as  to  cause  it  to  con- 
tract, and,  taken  at  this  time  the  contraction  can  be  easily  secured. 
As  soon  as  the  child  is  diRposed  of  I  take  the  cord  a  turn  or 
two  around  tuy  fingers,  and  manipulating  the  uterus  properly 
with  my  left  hand,  a  steady  gentle  traction  is  made  on  the  cord, 
and  thus  managing  have  often  delivered  the  placenta  in  fifteen 
minutes  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  and  not  longer  than  half  an 
hour  at  any  time.  As  soon  as  the  ]>]acenta  has  descended  soffi- 
ciently  low  for  the  membranous  portion  at  the  junction  of  the 
cord  to  be  felt,  it  is  best  to  bend  the  lirst  joint  of  the  forefinger 
at  right  angles,  so  as  to  make  a  hook,  and  after  that  there  is  not 
ft  particle  of  trouble,  and  the  uterus  contracts  tirmly  without 
hfemorrhage.  When  the  placenta  is  delivered,  a  bandage  with  a 
suitable  compress  is  apphed,  so  as  to  prevent  any  possibility  of 
uterine  relaxation,  and  if  white  the  patient  is  dry-cupped  the 
whole  length  of  the  spine,  and  an  opiate  administered,  and  a 
qniet  night  with  fiill  breaete  in  the  morning  are  the  pleasing  re- 
sults. Of  course  it  would  not  be  proper  for  anybody  to  pull  on 
the  umbilical  cord;  for  he  might,  as  some  mid  wives  do,  invert 
the  uterus,  or  produce  fatal  IjK-cuorrhage;  but  the  plan  suggested 
.  above,  if  judiciously  carried  out,  will  most  assuredly  save  a  vaet 
amount  of  suffering. 

"When  I  first  commence<l  practising,  the  rulas  of  the  books 
were  followed,  with  intense  anxiety  on  my  part  and  vei'y  disa- 
greeable conse(]nence9  to  the  patient;  but  I  found  that  eTerr 
hour's  delay  of  the  delivery  of  the  placenta  after  the  birth  of  th« 
child  made  matters  worse,  and  my  practice  was  changed,  tmtil 
the  placenta  was  delivered  within  the  first  half  hoar.  In  my  first 
enthusiasm  after  my  discovery  that  dry-capping  would  lusten 
tedious  labors,  by  relaxing  the  os  uteii  and  external  parts,  and 
at  the  same  time  produce  contractions  of  the  fUnduB  uteri,  I  re- 
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lied  upon  dry-cupping  to  hapten  the  de]ivei7  of  the  placenta,  bat 
I  found  that  the  above  plan  woe  far  the  best,  and  relied  upon 
dry-capping  for  hastening  labors,  and  this  object  it  accomplishes 
most  admirably.  Prof.  B.  D.  Fanner  reported  a  case  in  labor 
thirty  boom,  and  he  bad  decided  to  use  instrumecte,  when  he 
recollected  my  article  recommending  dry-cupping;  tried  it,  und 
safely  delivered  the  woman  in  thirty  miuntes. 

It  may  appear  impertinent  for  me  to  be  usiDg  and  suggesting 
])Ians  not  in  accordance  with  standard  authorities,  but  as  long  as 
I  find  my  patients  better  off  by  not  following  their  advice  than 
by  following  it,  I  do  not  feel  under  any  legal  or  moral  obligation 
to  follow  their  plans,  and  especially  do  I  feel  absolved  from  all 
such  obligations  when  the  sufferings  of  women  may  be  alleviated. 


NARROW  ESCAPES. 

Bi  L.  ALEXANDER,  M.D.,  or  Iobktille,  S.  C. 

On  the  niqht  of  the  28th  I  was  requested  to  go  about  seven 
ioiles  in  the  country,  to  see  a  little  girl,  five  years  of  age,  whom 
the  messenger  supposed  to  be  fatally  injured  from  an  accident 
about  dark.  Upon  my  arrival  I  was  informed  that  the  child, 
while  standing  between  the  front  and  rear  seats  of  a  heavily 
loaded  boggy-wagon,  had  fallen  between  the  wheels,  her  head 
jirst  striking  the  ground,  and  bearing  the  entire  weight  of  the 
hind  wheel  of  this  heavily-loaded  vehicle.  Examination  showed 
a  lacerated  wound  of  the  scalp,  immediately  above  the  left  ear, 
witboQt  fracture  of  the  skull  or  any  farther  damage.  After  receiv- 
ing proper  attention  she  became  quite  cheerful,  and  the  following 
jnoming  was  apparently  as  well  and  happy  as  ever. 

This  case  is  not  so  remarkable  within  itself,  but  shows  how 
frequently  accidents,  befalling  children,  which  we  might  suppose 
would  result  fatally,  do  comparatively  little  harm,  and  calls  to 
uty  mind  several  similar  cases,  twd  in  particular,  in  which  nature 
-seenis  to  have  lent  a  helping  hand. 

The  first  occurred  several  years  Ago,  while  I  was  practicing  in 
"Vii^inia,  and  is  that  of  a  little  child,  just  beginning  to  walk,  who 
crawled  upon  the  railroad  track  just  in  time  to  meet  the  express 
train  running  at  full  speed.    The  little  fellow  was  struck  by  the 
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cow-catcber,  and  knocked  abont  fourteen  feet,  only  inflicting 
Bome  Blight  aaia  and  scratches  upon  the  head,  where  it  came  in 
contact  with  the  ground,  and  causing  a  copious  discharge  of  fsccaj 
matter.     Not  the  slightest  bruise  was  found  upon  the  bodj. 

The  second  case  occuii'ed  some  months  since,  in  which  a  boy, 
eight  jeara  of  age,  fell  from  a  large  wagon,  heavily  loaded  with 
green,  oak  boards,  and  had  both  the  front  and  hind  wheels  to  pass 
diagonally  across  his  body,  leaving  only  a  slight  bruise  (which 
soon  disappeared)  to  indicate  the  passage  of  the  wheels. 


OLINIOAL  STUDIES  WITH  LAB6E  HON-EMETIO  DOSES  Or  IPBCAO- 
UANHAs   With  a  Oontribjtioa  to  tliB  TiieiupenBis  of  Oholera, 


,lr-i!*„i_v  of  Hc-V'i'.-if. 

This  paper  treats  oi  ipecacunnh.i  as  a  whole.  Home  of  tl:o 
later  therapoutical  experiments  liave  been  made  with  emetia, 
"pure"  and  "impnre,"  which  ia  eortuinly  an  active  agent;  but  in 
whatever  form  administered  it  is  usually,  and  often  violently, 
emetic,  and  in  excessive  or  repe;tted  doses  it  is  certainly  danger- 
ous. I  have  had  no  experience  with  it,  but  I  grt'sitly  question: 
whether  the  chemical  mutilation  to  which  the  veget;ible  is  scb- 
jected  by  its  extraction  does  not  radically  destroy  some  o-i--cnti:ii 
quality.  Although  analysis  seems  to  leave  ui>  room  for  any  other 
active  principle,  it  might  be  worth  while  to  institute  a  series  t  f 
careful  experiments  with  the  residuum  after  emetia  i*.  removed.! 

I  therefore  regard  ipeuacuanha  as  a  imnliar  but  dmxit  tt'jrtio'i.-. 
flimulant,  acting  chi'r/ly  and  probaU-j  citUrcbj  through  Ih;  medium  c'" 
l/in  gympathetio  sytiem.X 

fDr.  tiqmbb,  of  Jtrookljn,  infomiK  me  nudcr  date  of  llth  Kovfrmlx-i . 
18T4.  ILiit  ■■lliuie  ia  very  luuch  Ijn'oie  uow  in  the  market  that  is  of  \t::y 

doubtful  cbiuButer.  11  is  u  litig(<  aze  root,  piodui'ed  in  the  West  Indiei:,  i^ 
ebenii,  aud  ia  nwd  cither  as  n  subHtitutc  or  adulteiout  of  the  troe  Eio  Ipet-v;. 
I'erhapB  hall  the  powdered  IpicKc  mid,  may  be  miide  fiom  this  vaiiutf . 

JSunderlin,  of  Berlin,  (Jliiiufftwc/i  lUr  tii^fzirUtn  lUUmtUcUthre,'  18^.'),  ii;, 
p.  38,)  uearlj  tilt;  jeam  ago  tuu}flit  tlint  emi.-tiAfiX'trc^sed  an  eKhnnstinj;  .stiiu- 
nine  over  the  eighth  pair  of  necves.  (Duckworth,  op.  oil.,  v.,  18IW,  p.  221.', 
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The  enipiiical  fact  remmns,  whatever  explanation  we  may  at- 
tach to  it,  that  ipecacuanha  is  a  valuable  remedy  in  the  sweats  of 
phthisis,  (and  why  not  in  others  that  are  colliquative?)  in  passive 
hieinorrhages  from  the  uteras,  lungs,  etc.,  in  certain  active  haem- 
orrhages on  the  authority  of  Trousseau,  in  the  collapse  of  cholera 
morbus,  and  in  various  forms  of  diarrhcea  and  dysentery.  It  does 
no  violence  to  any  known  physiological  or  pathological  fact  to 
suppose  that  all  these  morbid  states  may  be  different  manifesta- 
tions of  deranged  sympathetic  [ganglionic]  action.  For,  as  the 
ordinary  malarial  poisoning  nhows  itself  sometimes  in  an  inter- 
mittent, sometimes  in  a  remittent,  and  again  in  a  nenralgia  or 
hemi-crnnia — all  disappearing  under  the  influence  of  quinine — so, 
these  various  just-mentioned,  but  not  necessarily  identical,  con- 
ditions may  admit  a  common  causative  chain  binding  them  to- 
gether and  loading  them  to  yield  to  the  same  element  of  cure. 
That  is  to  say,  we  may  look  upon  those  classes  of  disease,  includ- 
ing serous  diaiThwas  and  cholera  infantum,  and  also  the  profuse 
cold  (or  passive)  perspirations  of  consumption,  cholera  and  fright, 
as  brought  into  existence  by  various,  and  it  may  be  dissimilar, 
direct  or  reflex  disturbances  of  the  ganglionic  system.  These  may 
be  generated  by  any  impression,  moral  or  physical,  operating 
upon  a  nerve-centre.  Where  it  is  from  irritating  ingesta,  the 
causes  operate  as  long  as  the  foreign  bodies  remain:  where  it  is 
from  an  emotion,  tike  fear,  the  effect  passes  off  as  equanimity 
returns.  It  is  nnnecessary,  by  multiplying  illustrations,  to  trace 
the  family  likeness  through  all  its  gradations  to  the  fully-devel- 
0{>ed  type  of  the  profoiindest  sympathetic  disturbance. 

And  I  hei'e  interject  a  paragraph,  framed  after  this  paper  was 
written,  that  at  least  abuts  upon,  if  it  may  not  actually  be  an  ex- 
tension  of,  our  theme.  Dr.  Wilson  Fox,  in  his  work  on  Diseases 
of  the  Stomach,  now  re-printing  in  the  Medical  Nitwa  and  Library, 
treating  of  hfemorrhago  from  that  viscus,  writes  (Oct.,  1874,  pp. 
248-9.)  to  this  effect:  in  some  of  those  capillary  hiemorrhages 
which  arise  from  congestion,  there  is  probably,  in  addition  to  the 
congestion,  "some  alteration  in  the  coats  of  the  capillaries  *  *." 
"In  the  same  manner  are  probably  produced  the  hEemorrhages  of 
yellow  fever,  and  of  other  [?]  malignant  intermittents,  as  also 
those  which  occur  in  relapsing  fever,  typhus  fever,  cholera,  pnr- 
puro,  scurvy  and  hosmorrhagic  variola.  In  other  cases,  though 
{>robably  referable  to  the  same  source,  its  mode  of  origin  is  lewi 
explicable;  as  when  it  follows  severe  surgical  operations  or  blows 
Vol.  Xia-No.  2.-6. 
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upon  the  back  or  epigastrium,  or  even  a  remarkable  case  reported 
by  Empis,  -where  the  invasion  of  tabercalar  meniDgitis  was  asso- 
ciated with  uncontrollable  Tomiting  with  bsBmatemeBis."  I  have 
no  desire  to  appear  wise  above  what  is  written,  bat  it  appears  to 
me  that  a  profound  eympatbetic  [gangliooic]  derangement  is  an 
essential  factor  in  alt  these  conditions.  The  alterations  in  the  blood 
that  may  occnr  in  the  various  diseases  named  are  of  coarse  to  be 
reckoned,  but  the  want  of  nervoas  power  [paralysis,  shock,]  is 
most  probably  an  important  element — and  that,  to  my  mind,  is  the 
only  rational  explanation  of  the  "  less  explicable  "  cases  noted.f 
"Why  sometimes  the  outpouring  is  seroas,  sometimes  hiematoidal, 
and  sometimes  of  pure  blood,  our  present  knowledge  is  not  suffi- 
ciently refined  to  demonstrate. 

Now  cholera  is  sui  i/eneris  only  in  the  peculiarity  of  its  repro- 
ductive power.  Professor  Stille,  in  a  comprehensive  lecture  on 
this  diseaee,  asks  {I'hilu.  Mfd.  TimKi',  iii.,  p.  648,)  "In  what  docs 
sporadic  cholera  differ  from  malignant  epidemic  cholera?"  and 
answers,  "only  in  its  cause  and  its  degree.  Its  mechanism  is  the 
eame,"  and  that  the  epidemic  "  differs  from  the  sporadic  form 
chiefly  by  the  intensity  of  its  cause,  the  gravity  of  its  symptoms 
and  the  nature  of  the  special  cause  that  produces  it."  Meigs 
and  Pepper  [op.  cit.,  pp.  378-399,)  make  a  strong  argument  for 
the  practical  identity,  saving  the  feature  of  self- propagation,  of 

1 1  vould  Bccoant  for  the  case  of  ipecao-onred  d;senl«ry,  oocumne  after 
an  operaUon  for  hemin,  in  St.  BarChdlomew's  Hospital  {SLB.  Rtp.,  vii.,  HTj 
in  thta  miiDDer,  i.e.,  by  the  nervons  sboch :  and  1  snppose  that  the  diarrhfeas 
of  the  tQbercnIoiiH  thiit  have  been  cured  by  ipecacaanba  depended  Dot  on 
□Icrration,  but  on  irritntioo,  perhaps  from  morbid  depusila. 

I  anppone  also  that  "  the  pnerperul  etnle,"  in  the  complicntiouE  of  which 
nnqueiitionably  ijiecaconnha  baa  been  nscd  with  advantage,  tspociallj  in 
France,  has  its  peculiarity  in  the  Hhouked  and  suscepiibie  condition  in  which 
the  abdominal  Hyinpathatic  ia  placed  aa  th«  teault  of  tbe  prolonud  uterine 
distDrbouce  lately  nndergone. 

And  in  like  manner  the  purest  form  of  dys'eutsrj  is  that  induced  by  cli- 
static  ut  epidemic  influences,  and  not  that  cuasud  tDechnuically  (by  irriluliiig 
ingeeta).  The  occarrencoof  bloody  stool y,  often  regarded  as  evidence  of 
iDflammalion,  is  not  such  proof  And  it  outrages  all  analogy  to  suppose 
that  a  violent  form  of  anch  distUTbauce  yields  at  once  to  a  medicine  whoso 
general  antipblogiatio  propartii^  are  no  better  proven  than  those  of  the  drug 
is  question.  Is  it  not  more  reasonable  to  regard  d;/sei\ltry  at  ita  inception  as 
Iht  laaniftatatlon  of  a  pecidiar  gawjlionic  ItUoxiiMtion,  iiiul  to  coiuiUkr  the  intigli- 
nut  in/Iammirfton,  loiiA  its  consfuUht  ulceration,  t  rtsiilt  of  the  ynnXudy,  Inil  not 
tht  primary  or  radical  afectioa  7 
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«ho1ern  tBfantam  with  the  epidemic  dieease-f  Br.  Da  Costa  re- 
ports (j4nLt/bur.  Jfe(/.iS(:t.,  no.  OXT.,1869,  p.  I24,)acaBeof  sporadic 
-cholera  with  iuteetinal  ledons  found  at  the  aatopsy  identical  with 
those  of  epidemic  cholera,  although  in  life  the  discharges  were 
not  similar  nor  were  there  cramps.  Dr.  Edward  Ooodeve  says 
{BeyfK^de:  System,  i.,  p.  172,)  "It  must  be  granted  that  symp- 
toms similar  to  collapse  may  be  produced  by  poisons  without  any 
purging.  I  hare  seen  people  nnder  the  influence  of  malarioas 
poison  in  CalcattA  lie  for  honra  as  cold  and  pulselesB  and  as 
embarrassed  in  breathing  as  in  cholera."  As  once  before  quoted 
in  this  paper,  the  "  rice-water  flux  *  *  may  occur  also  in  other 
cases  in  which,  as  in  cholera,  there  is  a  neuro-paralytio  condition 
of  the  digestive  canal"  (Sedgwick,  Lancet,  Dec,  1871,  p.  644). 
And  the  large  number  of  cases  cited  by  Mr.  Sedgwick  in  his 
Analogy  show  one  or  another  pathological  phase  of  Uie  pestilence 
dupUcatfid  in  some  other  affection. 

Bat  there  is  more  than  a  casual  or  accidental  relation  between 
«holera  and  certain  other  so-called  blood  diseases,  and  particu- 
larly are  septic  cholera  from  poisonous  gases  and  epidemic  chol- 
era closely  allied.  Singularly,  it  has  been  suggested}  that  cholera 
and  dysentery  are  antagonistic;  but  really  one  tends  to  increase 
the  liability  to  and  the  danger  of  the  other,  and  the  latter  is  a  not 
infrequent  sequel  to  the  more  dreaded  disease.  And  in  attempt- 
ing to  develope  this  feature  of  the  case  I  trust  that  I  may  not 
seem  to  be  pressing  the  doctrine  of  the  correlation  of  diseases 
too  tex,  nor  may  I,  by  an  indiscreet  advocacy,  bring  ridicnle  upon 
the  powers  of  a  valuable  mediciDe.  Just  as  our  scientific  vision 
gains  a  wider  range,  do  we  better  see  the  alliances  that  seemingly 
different  conditions  sustain  with  each  other.  If  snob  a  figure 
may  be  tolerated  in  a  serious  paper,  I  would  say  that,  possibly, 
cholera,  dysentery  and  the  periodic  fevers  are  a  trinne  daemon,  each 
of  whose  faces  represents  a  peculiar  inflnence  te  be  propitiated  by 
especial  offerings.  We  may  never  detect  the  real  e^ence  of  this 
malignant  trinity,  and  may  never  weave  a  spell  that  shall  com- 
pletely exorcise  it :  but  all  things  ore  possible  to  the  patient  and  the 
daring,  and  it  is  a  worthy  ambition  to  unravel  such  a  secret  and 
to  compose  sttrli  an  incantation. 

t  Folichrouie,  (op.  clt.,  p.  33, )  vriting  of  the  different  forniH  of  diaTrhrea 
in  children,  Kpeoks  of  "  It  dtoUrii  in/anlSr,  ijti'lt  tit  aouvent  prcsyuc  impoggihl* 
4t  dittiiujutr  du  veritaUt  cAotero  aslatlqui." 

X I  have  met  with  Ihia  npinion  in  m;  rending,  bnt  hnve  mialud  the  lefer- 
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There  are  certaiDly  some  very  remarkable  similarities  in 
the  apparent  origin  if  not  in  the  oatnard  expression  of  these 
diseases  ;t  and,  speaking  generallj,  not  nniversally,  we  ma^ 
include  cholera  morbns  or  the  sporadic  form  under  the  wider 
category;  just  as  the  ordinary  catarrhal  dysentery  is  but  a 
variety  of  the  epidemic  disease.  In  botii,  the  contagious  or 
catholic  estates  embrace  the  subdivisions.  Niemeyer  distinctly 
asserts  that  epidemic  dysentery  is  closely  alhcd  to  cholera  {ofi. 
cit.,  ii.,  p.  6G7,)  and  points  out  some  marked  constitutional 
similarities.  Dr.  Woodson  noted  in  connection  with  his  series 
of  dysenteric  cases  near  Gallatin,  Tenn.,  treated  by  ipecacuanha 
in  the  summer  of  1873,  (ante,)  the  interesting  fact  that  "previous 
to  their  outbreak  a  diarrhu^id  tendency  had  been  obtterved  in  the 
same  district  which  if  not  a  consequence  of  was  at  least  coinci- 
dent with  the  prevalence  of  epidemic  cbolera  at  Nashville  ami 
Gallatin."  It  is  well  known  that  by  a  number  of  very  reHjwct- 
able  medicid  men  it  has  always  been  held  that  Asiatic  cbolera  is 
essentially  a  malarial  disease;  that  it  is  only  a  virulent  modifica- 
tion of  the  ordinary  swamp  fevers.  And,  as  Niemeyer  says,  (o}: 
cit.,  ii.,  p.  G22,)  "we  do  not  know  why,  bat  great  epidemics  of 
intermittent  have  often  preceded  epidemics  of  Asiatic  cholera. 
In  hot  countries  cholera  and  intermittent  and  oftenor  dysentery 
and  intermittent  frequently  prevail  at  the  same  time;"  and  later 
(p.  C37),  speaking  of  the  course  of  the  severer  forms  of  remit- 
tent fever,  be  states  that  in  some  cases  there  are  "  symptoms  of 
cholera  or  dysentery."  "  Hersch  [Hirschj  says  it  is  a  well-knowu 
fact,  that  malarial  fever  has  preceded  outbreaks  of  cholera,  not 
only  in  single  places  or  particular  regions,  but  in  an  almost  pan- 
demic distribution,  and  there  is  everj-  reason  to  believe  that  mala- 

t  While  this  paper  iti  pnssing  through  Ihe  prtsa  1  Imve  received  tLe  Brit- 
inb  Army  Medicfit  Department  Beports  tOT  1S12,  (London,  1X75,  pp.,  5!>T,)  tmd 
find  that  Deimly  Snrgton -General  Munro  therein  (pp.  2Gti-a74,)  eipresBes 
the  opiaiou  thai  remilteul,  iutennittent,  cougeHtive  i-emitt«iit  [pernjcionH!, 
oholeni,  yellow  fever  and  heal  apoplexy  [iOEOlaiio]  are  diOereut  degrees  of 
pamlysis  of  the  sympathetic  nerTous  Hjatem.  and  that  quioiDe  is  the  remedy 
most  to  be  relied  on  in  all  of  them.  He  does  not  ii.cIudB  djser.tery  in  the 
group,  and  he  duniefi  the  existence  of  malarin. 

And  I  liud  tLat  1  have  ovarloobed  uiitil  the  last  moment  the  comprehen- 
sive reujark  of  ProieHsor  Uui^leaQ  who,  sptaking  of  mtihirin,  in  wliicb  he  iit 
a  £rm  believer,  says  (ItuyrtoldK'  Si/stciii,  i.,  p.  52,)  "It  in  the  causo  ol  intvi- 
mittent  and  romitleut  (even;,  and  their  sequela:  it  'underlies'  the  cuuxa  of 
dyaenCery  and  cholera;"  etc.  This  wub  printed  iu  ISCC,  and  fairly  coiucidu^ 
with  th^  views  expressed  in  the  text  as  well  aa  tar  oiitedales  them. 
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ria  and  cholera  devastate  the  same  ground."  (Peters,  op.  cU.,  p. 
127).  Xow(AitkeQ,  lat  Am.  etl.,i.,  p.  381,)  "it  may  be  stated,  as  a 
general  proposition,  that  there  is  no  country  where  paludal  fever 
exists  in  which  dysentery  is  not  an  eudemic  and  prevailing  dis- 
ease. "  *  This  connection  is  so  intimate  that  a  given  number 
of  perKDiis  being  exposed  to  the  action  of  paludal  miasmata — as, 
fur  example,  li  boat'e  crew  sent  ashore  in  a  tropical  climate — the 
probabilities  are,  that  of  the  men  returning  on  board,  part  will 
be  seized  with  dysentery  and  part  with  remittent  fever.  Paludal 
fever  and  dysentery,  monwver,  are  not  only  conjoined  in  locality, 
but  they  often  co-exist,  precede  or  follow  eauh  other  in  the  same 
iudividaal,  ao  that  the  fever  frequently  ends  in  dysentery  and  the 
dysentery  in  remittent  fever."  Further,  M.  Marey  {Qaz.Sehdom.,* 
Nov.  24  and  Dec.  1,  1865;  by  Bnrrol,  o/».  cU.,  p.  137,)  finds  a  re- 
semblance "between  cholera  and  paroxysmal  fevers,  which  latter 
he  considers  as  under  the  control  of  the  vaso-motor  system  of 
nerves.''  Now  the  vaso-motora  themselvea,  although  not  derived 
from,  are  in  great  mensnrc  infiuenced  by  the  sympathetic.  And 
in  this  connection  there  is  invited  study  of  a  valuable  paper  by 
Dr.  Enrique  M,  Estraznlas,  in  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medi-  . 
€id  Scieivxa  iot  July,  l':173,  (no.  cxsxi.,  p.  74,)  clearly  detailing 
the  spontaneous  origin  of  epidemic  cholera  in  the  camps  of  the 
allied  aud  the  opposing  armies  at  and  near  Estero  Bellaco,  at  the 
junction  of  the  Paraguay  and  Parana  rivers,  in  1866,  during  the 
Paraguayan  war,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  occurred. 
He  makes  no  claim  for  the  purely  paludal  origin  of  the  disease, 
but  the  facts  presented  distinctly  show,  I  think,  that  for  this  pes- 
til«nce  along  with  the  dytcntery  and  malarial  fevers  that  ravaged 
the  forces,  there  could  be  found,  in  the  general  subtropical  de- 
-composition  that  prevailed,  a  common  factor  of  production. f 

And  if  ne  may  speculate  upon  etiological  affinities,  we  may 
certainly  dream  over  therapeutical  resemblances.  There  are  few 
drugs  limited  to  a  single  or  specidu  action.  The  more  familiar 
that  we  become  with  the  materia  medica,  the  more  clearly  do  we 
see  that  cloaaes  of  remedies  operate  in  the  same  general  nmnner, 
that  few  medicines  are  limited  in  their  usefulness  to  any  solitary 
patholt^cal  indication,  and  that  individual  remedies  often  have 
very  varied  action.  It  is  in  this  very  province,  the  actioil  of 
medicines,  that  there  is  the  least  accurate  knowledge.    Even  the 

t  iiee  also  an  arttnle  on  Cholera:  Dots  it  orijinnlt;  ik  niii-o .''  by  Dr.  W.  Al- 
ston. {,V.  Y.  M«d.  Jour.,  iii.,  2,  Feb.,  187S,  p.  126.) 
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fo-OBlled  specific,  quinine,  has  other  powers  than  simple  anti-pe'- 
riodicity,  and  these  come  into  operation  as  necessities  vary.  We- 
are  justified  in  supposing  that  it  is  thus  with  ipecacuanha.  As  a 
specific  it  may  be  an  emetic,  but  it  has  other  applications.  Final 
analysis  may  ultimately  prove  that  the  same  drug  always  exerts 
the  same  kind  of  influence;  but  the  conditions  under  which  it  is 
exerted  so  fluctuate  that  we  are  authorized  in  catling  the  modi- 
fied manifestations  diflereut  powers.  Nor  need  we  multiply 
illustrations  of  the  unexpected  modifications  that  size  of  dose  and' 
and  condition  of  patient  induce.  Twenty  grains  of  calomel  will 
produce  no  annoyance,  when  a  fourth  of  that  amount  would  be 
painful  and  irritating;  half  an  oimce  of  the  tincture  of  digitalis 
will  restore  strength  to  the  trembling  pulse  in  delirium  tremens, 
when  half  a  drachm  would  cause  the  heart  to  flutter  more  wildly. 
The  tolerance  of  opium  in  peritonitis,  and  of  alcohol  in  snake- 
bite, are  well  known.  The  frequent  tolerance  of  ipecacuasha  in 
dysentery  is  established;  its  rejection  in  cholera  is  not  proven, 
and  is  by  no  means  necessary. 

If  the  pathological  and  therapeutical  views  here  expi-eased  are 
well-founded,  we  are  not  to  look  for  one  drug  as  a  cholera-specific 
or  antidote — a  neutralizer,  as  vaccination  antagonizes  variola — 
but  we  will  find  that  various  gangliouic  and  vaso-motor  stimuli 
may  profitably  be  employed  in  cholera,  and  that  ipecacuanha  may 
be  used  in  other  disturbances  of  the  sympathetic  and  vaso-motor 
systems,  as  indeed  I  believe  has  already  been  illustrated.  Just 
where  its  maximum  of  power  with  the  minimum  of  resistance  are 
to  be  found,  is  yet  entirely  unsettled.  In  confirmation  of  this 
general  view  is  explained  the  action  of  atropia,  which  is  under- 
stood to  cause  contraction  of  the  capillaries,  and  which  has  been 
used  hypoderraically  with  a  certain  degree  of  success-f  But  the 
most  valuable  therapeutic  contribution  hitherto  made  to  this  sub- 
ject is  the  employment  of  the  bromide  of  potassium,  based  on  the 
pathological  hypothesis  herein  expressed.  Thus,  in  1873,  Dr. 
Wilham  Pepper,  on  theoretical  grounds,  suggested  {PhUa.  Med. 
Times,  iii.,  pp.  651,  742,)  its  intravenous  injection  in  solution.  I 
do  not  know  that  this  has  been  put  in  practice.  Dr.  Pepper, 
however,  has  been  anticipated  in  its  general  use  by  Br.  James 
Bf«:bie,  of  Scotland,  {Edv>t.  Jmr.,  1S63,  xii.,  pp.  488,  490,)  who, 
from  identical  reasoDlng,  recommended  it,  and  on  whose  recom- 

t  Ergot,  vrbose  notion  is  of  the  utne  geiieral  characteTr  has  alw  be«a. 
osed,  but  not  very  sncceasMly. 


b,Coo*^lc 


IPECACUANHA  J.V  CnOLERA.  87 

mendation  it  vraa  used  in  Uie  Leith  and  Edinburgh  Cholera  Hoa- 
pitate.  Dr.  Bcgbie  sajrs  that  "although  uot  possessing  the  prop- 
erties of  an  antidote  to  the  poison  of  cholera,  though  not  a  specific 
to  the  shock  of  this  terrible  disease,  [it]  has  certainly  stript  it  of 
Eome  of  ita  terrors."  This  view  has  received  an  indnpendent  but 
strong  support  hy  a  series  of  cases  published  hj  Pr.  Salrator 
Caro,  {Med.  Ittxord,  iv.,  p.  195,)  in  18(i0.  That  paper  gives  in 
detail  twenty  out  of  ouo  hundred  and  sixty-three  cases,  running 
through  all  the  morbid  xtates,  from  a  simple  serous  diarrhoea  to 
cholera  infantum,  dj-seutery  and  septie  cholera,  and  embracing 
young  and  old,  where  it  was  .successfully  u-seil.  Aud  the  conclu- 
sions of  one  of  the  latest  investigators.  Dr.  Robert  Am ory,  (1872,) 
give  abundant  theoretical  confirmation.  He  has  satisfied  himself, 
{I'hila.  Med.  Tim'-n,  ii.,  p.  335.)  that:  "The  effects  of  the  drug 
are  produced  by  ite  direct  action  upon  the  blood-vessels  or  the 
vaao-motor  system  which  controls  the  contraction  of  those  vessels, 
which  eiplauation  may  account  for  all  the  physiological  or 
therapeutical  conditions  brought  about  by  the  exhibition  of  the 
drug."t 

But  recurnng  to  i[.  Marey's  opinion,  that  both  cholera  and 
the  periodic  fevers  are  due  to  vaso-motor  disturbances,  we  find 
that  Dr.  John  Murray,  late  luspector  General  of  Hospitals,  Ben- 
gal, in  bis  Oliservalions  on  the  I'athulogy  and  Treatment  of  Cholera,* 
(1874,)  strongly  ad\Tses  in  the  premonitory  stage  the  use  of  two- 
grain  doses  of  quinine  three  times  a  day  (Review  in  Phila.  Med- 
Times,  iv.,  1874,  p.  G!!G) ;  and,  on  the  other  band,  we  are  reminded 
that  the  emetic  action  of  ii)ecacuanha,  under  the  idea  of  produc- 
ing '  a  shock '  or  ol  '  breaking  up  the  habit,'  (an  explanation 
savoring  more  of  mediaeval  mysticism  than  of  modern  therapeu- 
tics,] has  been  frequently  invoked  in  the  treatment  of  an  ague, 
especially  when  obstinate.  And  in  the  Indian  Medical  Oazelte* 
for  Juue,  1872,  {I'hUa.  Med.  Time»,  ii.,  p.  416,)  Udhoy  Chand 
Dutt,  a  civil  medical  officer  in  India,  reports  the  cure  of  aeventy- 
foor  out  of  seventy-eix  cases  of  intermittent,  in  from  three  to  five 
days,  by  the  administration  of  minute  doses  of  ipecacnanha.^  It 
ia  perfectly  conceivable  that  the  aympathetic  may  be  affected  in  a 
way  to  give  rise  to  the  intermittent  phenomena  of  miasmatic 

f  H.  C.  Wood  ooDsiders  (op.  cit.,  pp.  231,  283,)  "ao  decUive  prootshEkve, 
bovsrer,  yet  been  offered  of  the  truth  of  this  fnTorite  dogma." 

t  It  was  tonacTly  an  English,  sad  ia  jet  s  common  ItuUaD,  practioe  to 
admiuister  an  emetic  of  ipecacniuihai  at  the  brginDiug  of  ad  iniennitteot  aU 
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[palndal]  disease,  althongh  it  does  not  follow  tbat  we  can  explic- 
iUy  describe  or  accnrntely  paint  the  actaal  hiatological  coDditioos 
involved,  and  th&t  naoderate  [or  'alterative']  doeea  may  correct 
that  state.  Such  an  hypotheeis  explains  the  pseud o -choleraic 
collapne  of  certain  fjrave  forms  of  the  disease,  and  encourages  in 
them  the  non-emetic  employment  of  the  drug.  For  t^G  absence 
of  the  choleraic  dischai'ge  does  not  militate  against  the  idea  that 
the  same  division  of  the  nervous  sybtern  may  be  deranged  with 
difTerent  manifestations. 

And  ag,  returning  to  the  pathology  of  dysentery,  which  in 
grand  outline  resembles  cholera  and  where  the  genertil  fever  and 
so-called  inflammatory  condition  of  the  first  stage  ai'e  not  pro- 
portional to  the  saffering,  we  find  that  when  ipecacuanha  is  prop- 
erly given  before  organic  changes  [ulcerations]  occur  relief  is 
speedy,  so  we  are  bound  to  consider  that  the  drug  in  eome  way, 
directly  or  indirectly,  antagonizes  the  toxic  principle,  allowing 
health  to  return.  If  anything  in  practice  is  certain,  it  is  that 
bleeding  and  calomel  will  not  abort  acute  dysentery  and  that  ip- 
ecacuanha fairly  abolishes  it.  We  have  at  the  least,  therefore,  a 
fair  presumption  in  our  favor  when  we  anticipate  that  the  by- 
drorrhagia  of  the  more  alarming  pestilence  may  cease  f  M 
promptly  as  the  smaller  and  more  hiematoic  discharges  of  the 
commoner  disease.  But  it  requires  faith  and  a  certain  kind  of 
courage  to  administer  to  a  patient,  already  sadly  vomiting,  what 
for  two  hundred  years  has  been  the  type  of  an  emetic  But,  nsed 
with  care,  I  am  confident  that  it  checks  that  symptom  if  it  de- 
pends on  no  extrinsic  cause.  It  is  the  first  step  that  counts;  that 
taken,  the  rest  are  easy.  Authentic  empirical  illustrations  of  its 
tnch;  and  itltbongh  the  Freach  think  thnt  it  is  oul;  naeful  by  relirviog  gas- 
tric embairaiismQiit.  mauy  claim  that  it  has  a  febrlfiigs  acttnn  aDiUogona  to 
that  of  quinine,  Folicbcooie  (op.  cif.,  p.  24,)  regards  it  of  sufflcietit  iolerwt 
to  merit  renewed  lesaaich. 

Norc— Between  the  time  of  writing  tbis  paper  nud  that  of  printing  this 
pultiOD  of  it,  I  have  experimsDted  with  nou-niiiixeatiug  dosaa  of  ipeoactLinhft 
in  intertnitteDta,  and  have  fonnd  in  more  than  twenty  couaecntive  cases  that 
it  coDlroUed  tbe  diaease  bb  promptly  an  qnioine  would  bare  done.  I  hope  to 
ta  able  soon  to  pabliah  the  details.  Meanwhile  elinioal  atadiea,  with  careftil 
xiothigs  of  pnlse  and  tamperatDre,  could  easily  b«  made,  and  wonld  probably 
compeuaate  for  the  trooble. 

t  It  is  to  be  remembered  that,  daring  thia  very  summer  [1874]  ctaolen 
intantam,  so  analagone  to  Asiatic  cholera  in  ita  manifeatations,  yielded 
promptly  (o  ipeeaooanba  in  the  hands  of  MM.  Cbonppe  and  Hocbard  (vtdt 
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power  dot  medical  records  for  at  least  sixty  years.  Give  ipecac- 
Tiasha  freely  bat  caationsly — cautiously  does  not  mean  timidly — 
JD  tbe  Tomiting  of  exhaustion,  and  it  will  arrest  it.  There  is  no 
invariable  human  fonnnia,  butynti-^mesis  quite  as  often  as  emesis 
ivill  be  the  expression  of  its  function. 

Tliere  are  two  additional  fragments  that  I  desire  to  introduce 
into  this  mosaic  before  it  leaves  my  hands,  imperfect  and  perhaps 
on  intelligible  to  others  as  it  may  even  then  remain. 

The  first  concerns  the  condition  of  the  gall-bladder  in  col- 
lapse ind  the  absence  and  reappearance  of  bilious  stools.  An 
«S8ential,  if  not  tbe  patho^omouic,  Rymptom  of  the  disease,  not- 
withstanding its  misnomer,  is  tbe  absence,  not  the  flow,  of  bile; 
and  a  large  section  of  the  profession  has  sedulously  occupied 
itself,  by  the  employment  of  calomel  and  other  presumed  chol- 
agognes,  in  the  attempt  to  re-establish  that  discharge;  for  the 
reappearance  of  bilious  stools  is  universally  hailed  as  a  sign  of 
onvaleecence.  Now  the  gall-bladder  is  generally  found  filled  in 
collapse,  (notwithstanding  that  vomiting  is  supposed  to  mechan- 
ically force  out  its  contents,)  and  the  retention  of  bile  is  only  the 
sign,  not  the  cause,  of  the  disease.  Undoubtedly  bile  flows  be- 
canse  convalescence  begins;  health  does  not  return  because  bile 
flows.  And  we  may  readily  understand  why  this  is  so  when  we 
remember  that  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  gall-bladder  is  un- 
etriped,  and  is  under  the  nervous  control  of  the  sympathetic.  If 
that  nerve  is  paralyzed  this  receptacle  does  not  give  vent  to  its 
contents;  when  the  sympathetic  reaaseiis  its  power  the  discharge 
reappears. 

The  second  is  the  following.  Mr.  Sedgwick,  (Lancet,  I>(ic., 
1871,  p.  646,)  in  a  sentence  opposing  the  purgatives  of  the  JoUn- 
soDJan  teaching,  nses  these  words:  "  a  careful  and  scientific  inves- 
tigation of  tbe  stage  of  convalescence,  especially  with  reference 
to  the  occurrence  of  temporary  glycosuria,"  etc.  From  this  I  do 
not  understand  whether  he  refers  to  temporary  glycosuria  as  a 
well-known  and  admitted  fact,  or  means  to  soggest  that  it  may 
occur  and  should  be  looked  for.  I  have  found  no  other  refer- 
ence to  its  existence  in  the  anthorities  that  I  have  been  able  to 
consult.  For  myself,  I  do  not  know  whether  sugar  fa  present  in 
tbe  urine  that  begins  to  appear  with  the  establishment  of  reac- 
tion, bnt,  if  this  shonld  be  tbe  oaae,  it  seems  to  me  susceptible  of 
an  explanation,  carious  from  tbe  nice  interplay  of  somewhat  com- 
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plicated  coQclitions  and  affording  another  argument  for  the  em- 
ployment of  the  drug.  (It  maj  seem  presumptuous  to  aeriouslj 
ask  atteutioD^to  so  much  that  is  suxipotiititious.  But  the  sugges- 
tion may  at  least  lead  to  investigation  by  those  better  prepared 
for  investigation. )  We  know,  or  at  least  we  believe,  that  diabetes 
depends  on  the  dilatation  of  the  capillaries  of,  and  on  the  conse- 
quently more  rapid  cuculution  of  blood  through,  the  liver,  and 
that  it  follows  the  paralysis  or  exhaustion  of  that  part  of  the 
sympathetic  that  supplies  it.  Professor  Cyon  {J!nl.  3Icd.  Jour.,* 
Dec  23,  1871,  quoted  in  Phil.  Mfd.  Timr.-',  ii.,  p.  19U,)  has  shown 
that  the  fibres  composing  the  auuulus  of  Vicusseus  particularly 
preside  over  the  hepatic  circulation,  and  that  their  irritation  in- 
duces the  diabetic  condition.  But  if  the  entire  sympathetic  is 
cut  or  paralyzed  diabet«s  does  not  occur,  because  "  those  parts, 
of  the  nervous  system  contain  the  vaso-inotor  fibres  for  the  ves- 
sels of  the  intestiues:  and  when  they  ant  cut,  the  vessels  dilate, 
and  blood  accumulates  in  them  to  such  an  enormous  estent  that 
there  is  either  too  little  blood  roinainiug,  or  it  is  under  too  low 
pressure  for  the  circulation  in  the  liver  to  become  increased  above 
its  normal,  eveu  though  its  vessels  bo  dilated."  \ie  know,  how- 
ever, that  the  liver  is  found  gorged  with  blood  when  death  occurs 
in  collapse,  or,  that  is  to  say,  when  its  sympathetic  fibres  are 
paralyzed.  AVe  may  therefore  naturally  infer  that  when  reaction 
begins  and  the  circulation  tends  to  recover  its  usual  tone,  more 
blood  than  usual  passes  through  the  liver  under  the  combined 
effect  of  the  partly  dilated  vessels  and  the  increased  force  of  the 
circulation,  and  we  might  therefore  look  then  for  the  temporary 
glycosuria  that  conld  occur  neither  in  the  profound  stage  nor 
when  the  health  and  the  normal  circulation  are  restored.  And 
this  pathological  condition  gives  support  to  the  therapeutic  view 
here  advocated,  when  v^e  remember  that,  as  long  ago  as  1SC2, 
Pecholier  announced  (H.  C.  Wood,  op.  cU.,  p.  364;  fr.  Gat. 
Med.,*)  "that  in  animals  killed  by  it  [ipecacuanha]  no  hepatic 
glucose  can  be  found. "t  The  inference  of  course  may  be  drawn 
that  it  suspends  the  glucogenic  function  because  it  acts  upon  the 
vaso-motors  (through  the  sympathetic)  in  directly  the  reverse 
manner  in  which  traumatic  injury  or  cholera  poison  is  active. 
The  disease  paralyses  the  nerves  and  diktes  the  vessels;  the  drug 
stimulates  the  nerves  and  contracts  the  vessels. 

tPaoboUer,  {op.  cit.,  p.  U),)  •'  mm*  awm»  anufaU  da  rffiyrU  iU»  nomisse~ 
tntntt,     '    '     '    la  di^parUion  ilu  sucrc  dam  Ufoit." 
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These  expIanatioDS  of  the  two  conditions  just  duscribed  sat- 
isfy my  own  mind  and,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  have  never  hereto- 
fore been  published. 

As  a  matter  of  course,  the  whole  materia  medica  has  beeu 
raosacked  for  a  cure  for  the  pestilence  that  has  girdled  and  de- 
vastated the  globe.  And  in  these  trials  so  common  a  drug  as 
ipecacuanha  has  been  frequently  employed,  but  generally,  if  not 
nniTersally,  as  an  emetic.  Dr.  0«orge  Johnson  has  used  it  ia 
his  eliminatiTe  practice  (and  it  would  be  interesting  to  analyze 
hie  statistics  with  a  view  to  observe  if  the  so-called  tolerance  was 
established,  and  whether  there  was  any  obserrahle  connection 
between  the  degree  of  his  success  and  the  amount  of  this  medi- 
cine that  was  retained).  Petera  writes  {op.  cU.,  p.  139,)  "  War- 
ing says,  the  mortality  has  been  very  large  under  its  use  when 
given  in  full  emetic  doses.  Others  say  it  has  been  given  success- 
folly  in  fire  or  ten  grain  doses  every  five  or  ten  minutes.  It 
caosefi  violent  attempts  at  vomiting,  but  after  three  or  four  doses 
tolerance  is  established.  In  the  Paris  hodpitals,  in  18ti5,  ten  to 
twenty  grains  were  given  whenever  there  was  much  vomiting."  I 
have  not  been  able  to  discover  the  originals  or  the  paiticulars  of 
any  of  the  three  statements  just  cited,  bnt  they  all  suem  to  refer  to 
its  emetic  aee.t  Waring,  however,  after  reprobating  its  emetic  use 
as  an  eliminative,  does  say  {Prav.  Tlierap.,  p.  3G1);  "A  far  more 
promising  practice  is  to  administer  it  in  very  small,  oft«n-repeated 
doees,  in  the  manner  employed  in  haemorrhages  by  Mr.  Trenor.  In 
the  latter  affections,  even  when  a  state  of  collapse  supervened,  the 
vital  powers  recovered  themselves  in  a  striking  manner  under  the 
ose  of  ipecacuanha;  and  the  same  remedy  seems  to  merit  a  trial 
in  cholera,  even  in  the  stage  of  collapse;  the  many  points  of  sim- 
ilarity between  cholera  and  profuse  heemorrhage  would  alone 
ftOggest  ita  probable  utility.  The  more  recently  ascertaiiied  facts 
with  r^ard  to  the  power  of  minute  doses  to  arrest  vomiting  are 

tSt  Decogis  write*  ((oc  eit,  p,  40.)  " Cholera. —At  its  first  appearonca, 
in  1S32,  the  phfsiciaus.  stniek  b;  ite  resemblaiice  to  dysentery,  proposed 
ipeMc  U.  OriaoUe  believed  Uie  remedy  to  be  a  apeciQo  (<tu(  a  la  specificUe 
dt  et  mtdioatnnit)  agaitut  the  oholent;  bnt  in  1819  he  vas  obliged  to  reoog- 
nizfl  the  aligbt  ntility  oC  the  administraUon  ot  that  substance.  U.  Brigaet 
tanploTed  it  also  at  the  Oharite  with  as  little  sacoew:  for  onrselves,  we  have 
known,  during  the  epidemic  that  scourged  Toulon  in  ISCo,  that  ipeoao  did 
not  more  tlwn  other  remedies  succeed  in  assaaging  the  grievons  attaaks  of  that 
terrible  disease." 
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strongly  in  favor  of  its  probable  efficiency. "f  If  it  is  allowable 
to  disousB  hypothetical  conditions  in  the  absence  of  practical 
demonstration,  I  should  say  th.it  one  of  the  differences  between 
the  htemorrhagic  and  choleraic  conditions  is,  that  in  the  former 
the  capillary  lesion  is,  so  to  apeak,  passive,  the  result  of  eshans- 
tion;  while  in  the  latt«r  it  is  active,  being  impressed  by  the  posi- 
tive tosic  element:  and  that,  while  small  doses  might  be  trusted 
to  restore  the  capillary  tone  in  the  one  or  negative  condition, 
unless  we  embrace  the  homteopatbic  doctrine  of  attenuations  and 
potencies,  we  must  use  larger  quantities  to  antagonize  the  active 
morbific  inflnence.  It  is  my  belief  that  emesis  is  influenced  less 
by  the  size  of  the  dose  than  by  the  manner  of  its  administration. 
"The  doses  given  by  Mr.  Trenor  varied  from  gr.  j.-ij,  every  fif- 
teen or  thiity  minutes  until  nausea  was  felt,"  (Waring,  op.  cil., 
p.  360,)  while  in  a  large  series  of  cases  published  by  Dr.  Samuel 
Pye,  "  The  average  quantity  which  he  gave  was  only  two  grains, 
yet  it  generally  produced  vomiting  three  or  four  times,  and  some- 
times oftener."  (StiUe,  up.  cil.,  il.,  p.  391.)  On  the  other  hand, 
I  have  repeatedly  given  twenty-five  grains  without  inducing  vom- 
iting, and  one  and  two  drachms  have  been  similarly  administered 
in  East  Indian  practice. 

A  corroborative  suggestion  to  the  tliei-apeusis  proposed  in 
this  article  I  have  found  in  a  paper  by  George  Barnard,  Esq., 
Surgeon  6th  B.  L.  I.,  {Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  no.  cxiii.,  Jan.,  1869, 
p.  246,)  who  takes  the  ground  that  cholera  is  practically  an  in- 
tense inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  advocates  its 
treatment  by  grain  doses  of  tartar  emetic  every  fifteen  minutes 
until  vomiting  ceases,  and  further  says:  "  30  grains  of  antimony's 
ally,  ipecacuanha,  will  have  the  same  effect  given  in  the  same 
way  every  quarter  of  an  hour.  See  Docker's  case  of  forty  grains 
ipecac  in  advanced  collapse,  (Lancet)  and  392  cases  by  Dr.  Carl 
Muller,  Vienna."  I  should  hardly  be  willing  to  subscribe  to  the 
pathology  advanced  or  to  the  antimonial  treatment  advocated, 
but  the  implication  that  ipecacuanha  has  been  actually  employed 
in  this  manner  is  extremely  interesting.    The  references  are  so 

t  Of  this,  altbongb  it  occupies  a  promineut  pUoe  in  hia  valuable  ortiole 
on  tfaa  drug  in  qneatiou,  it  is  proper  to  oboerve  that  1  was  Qnamu-e  Then  I 
used  it  in  large  doses  in  toe  cases  or  cbolsia  morbas,  and  -when  it  oconired 
tci  me  that  it  might  be  available  in  epidemic  disease.  It  ma;  also  be  noted 
tbat  Dr.  Waring  r^atds  ipMacoanha  as  a  sedative,  (op.  ciL,  p.  3S6,)  and 
othn  no  rationale  tor  its  presomed  action  in  ench  cases,  except  indirectly 
and  b;  implicaUon. 
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indefinite  that  I  have  been  Dsable  to  veriJy  tbem ;  bat  if  it  should 
proTe  that  three  hundred  and  ninety-two  ifiiccessfut  caeee  of  the 
Qse  of  ipecacuanha  in  large  doaes  are  on  record,  that  ought  to 
settle  the  question  empirically,  whatever  may  be  ultimately  de- 
monatrated  as  its  mode  of  operation. 

I  earnestly  entreat  of  those  who  may  be  teuipted  by  anything 
that  has  been  said  in  these  pages  to  use  large  doses  of  ipecacu- 
anha in  the  diseases  discussed,  that  they  will  carefully  adhere  to 
the  non-emetic  method  Without  doubt  untold  suffering  has 
been  endured  during  the  past  two  centuries  from  the  gradual 
abondoumeut  of  the  remedy  after  its  trinmi)liaQt  introduction 
into  Europe  and  before  its  rec«nt  revival  in  Asia — a  disuse  for 
which  this  disagreeable  and  wholly  unnecessary  concomitant  is 
chiefly  responsible,  In  practical  medicine  the  least  things  are 
sometimes  important. 

I  neither  have  the  opportunity  nor  claim  the  ability  to  pre- 
pare an  exhaustive  essay  upon  these  interesting  subjects,  but  I 
hare  made  this  paper  as  complete  as  my  means  would  allow, 
knowingly  omitting  nothing  irro  or  contra.  I  have  preferred  to 
err  on  the  side  of  prolixity,  by  actually  quoting  the  authorities 
and  carefully  explaining  my  own  meaning,  than  to  be  charged 
with  misrepresentation  or  assumption  as  to  the  views  of  others, 
or  with  ambiguity  and  cloudiness  upon  my  own  part.  And  I  have 
entered  every  reference  as  I  have  consulted  it.  I  trust  that  I 
may  not  be  charged  with  that  vaulting  ambition  which  o'erleaps 
itself,  in  the  choice  of  a  subject.  The  subject  indeed  forced  itself 
upon  me,  and  being  present,  I  have  sought  to  treat  it  honestly 
and  fairly,  with  a  simple  desire  to  increase  the  means  of  relieviug 
human  sufieiiug. 

If ,  as  I  sometimes  hope,  the  work  that  the  theoretical  part  of 
this  paper  represents  has  any  valne,  it  is  chiefiy  due  to  those 
skilful  and  earnest  laborers  in  the  domain  of  science  who  have 
collected  the  material  and  have  unselfishly  offered  it  for  the  pub- 
lic good.  I  have  merely  selected  certain  cuttings,  aud  have  drawn 
them  into  relationship.  The  little  portal  that  I  have  built  I  hope 
may  prove  a  minor  entrance  to  the  great  cathedral  of  the  common 
weal.  It  may  be  but  a  doorway  to  some  subterranean  or  useless 
galleiy,  or  at  best  be  fit  only  for  transformation  into  a  fantastic 
gargoyle  to  carry  off  the  waste  water  of  the  scientific  skies. 
Should  it  be  so,  the  material  has  not  been  damaged  and  it  can 
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easily  be  te-wrought.    If  happily  the  former,  bat  litUe  praise 
belong  to  the  Incky  deeigoer  who  has  stambled  DpoB  the  care- 
fully-hewn aBd  generonsly-given  blocbn. 
HcPHiRBon  Babsackb,  Atl*»t*,  Gi. 


*  The  references  mnrked  wttb  an  aaterUk  (*)  are  derived  at  aecoad-bBad. 
Those  not  so  marked  I  have  personu'ly  examioed. 

Note. — Tbis  priper,  prepared  aa  a  Hpecial  report  to  tbe  Surgeon  Qenarnl 
of  the  Army,  was  completed  early  in  October,  1871.  It  waa  forwarded  to 
that  officer,  and  tbe  retained  copy  was  read  before  tbe  Atlitota  Academy  of 
Medicine  19th  nnd  '2Gth  of  that  month.  While  tiaDsciibing  it  for  the  press. 
Dr.  Dackworth*B  papers  and  the  original  French  docnmeutii  referred  to  fell 
jcto  my  hands,  re<|airiDg  certain  inteipellations  and  addilioiutl  Dotee  uid 
delaying  the  mannscript  nnlil  this  date.  I  believe  that  no  essentiHl  &ot  in 
this  new  matter  has  been  overlooked;  and  I  am  gUd  to  say  that  I  have  de. 
tected  uothinft  reqoiring  a  change  in  my  previously  eipreosed  opinions,  wbila 
-  some  apparent  confirmations  have  been  discovered. 
28th  -Vcicnt-er,  187-1. 


^tlanla  g^wilfmij  of  ^uMtm, 


ROBERT  BATTEY,  U.D,,  RiPOBIEB. 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  9th  March,  1875. 

Dr.  A.  A.  Woodhnll,  in  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice- 
President,  wan  called  to  the  chair. 

Dr.  J.  Q.  WestmorelftDd  desired  to  caH  the  attention  of  mem- 
bers to  an  important  means  for  the  relief  of  obstructions  in  the 
bowels.  He  had  been  in  the  hubit  for  twenty  years  of  throwing 
into  the  intestines  a  large  quantity  of  warm  water,  for  obstmc- 
tion  enpposed  to  be  intassusception,  impacted  cfecam,  etc.,  with 
decided  snecess.  He  had  used  the  ordinary  syringe  for  this  pur- 
pose; more  recently  tbe  cylinder  pnmp  of  considerable  power,  by 
^hich  he  had  relieved  perfectly  a  case  in  extremis  by  a  force  that 
might  be  considered  rixki/.  He  now  nses  the  rnbber-bulb  syringe, 
which  has  sufficient  power  for  all  purposes.  From  one  to  two  or 
more  gallons  of  water  may  thus  be  introduced  through  the  rec- 
tam,  washing  out  impaction  and  expanding  so  as  to  draw  oat 
intnesnscepted  portions,  knots,  etc.,  that  may  lead  to  the  obstmc- 
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tioD.  With  the  view  of  testing  tfaiB  plan  for  the  rednctioii  of 
strangulated  hernia,  as  sa^eeted  b;  Dr.  Battey  last  year,  he  had 
tried  it  partially  with  a  case  in  Jonesboro  lust  eummer,  and  re- 
cently with  a  stont  negro  man,  in  Atlanta,  to  the  fullest  extent, 
conjoined  with  taxia,  withoat  benefit.  At  least  two  gallons  of 
water  were  need  in  the  last  case,  and  he  thinks  that  the  reductioa 
might  have  been  effected  by  it,  and  even  with  taxis  alone,  but  for 
the  protmsion  of  omentam,  which  was  foand  to  accompany  the 
gfft  in  its  exit  from  the  cavity  through  the  internal  abdominal 
ring.  Thinks  favorably  of  the  theory,  and  that  farther  trial  may 
prove  its  usefulness  for  this  purpose. 

In  a  case  of  obstruction  from  supposed  impacted  caecum,  to 
which  he  was  recently  called,  the  good  effects  of  distending  and 
thoroQghly  sluicing  the  bowels  with  warm  water  were  unmistaka- 
bly manifested.  A  stout,  young  man  of  twenty-five  years  bad 
eoffered  for  two  days  with  obstraction  to  tho  passage  of  fecal 
contents  from  the  small  intestines,  with  the  usual  distress  and 
facial  anxiety  found  in  strictnred  bowels;  also  slight  prominence 
and  tenderness  in  the  right  iliac  region.  A  few  pints  of  water 
hod  been  previously  thrown  into  the  rectum,  but  with  the  effect 
only  of  removing  some  contents  of  the  colon.  A  gallon  was  thea 
introduced,  requiring  considerable  force,  toward  the  close  of  the 
operation.  This,  with  a  small  quantity  of  feces,  was  discharged 
in  ten  minntes — the  patient  being  unable  to  retain  it  longer — 
withoat  relief  to  the  pain  and  other  symptoms.  An  opiate  was 
then  given,  and,  after  two  hours  rest,  a  gallon  and  a  half  of  warm 
water  was  gradually  thrown  into  the  bowels,  its  escape  during 
■  the  introduction  being  prevented  by  a  compress,  through  which 
the  nozzle  passed  into  the  rectum.  The  discharge  of  this  gave 
complete  relief  from  siilTering,  and  even  before  rising  from  the 
bed  the  patient  felt  comparatively  easy.  Up  to  the  time  of  leav- 
ing, an  hour  and  a  half  afterwards,  there  had  been  no  return  of 
pain.  He  infers  that  the  patient  w;»s  cured,  or  he  would  have 
been  recalled. 

Dr.  Baird  askeil  what  Dr.  Westmoreland  meant  by  impacted 
ciccum. 

Dr.  W.  replied,  a  cjccum  impacted  with  feces  or  food,  firmly 
jammed  down  in  an  impenetrable  mass. 

Dr.  Bftttey  suggested  that  surgeons  had  donbt'ejs  often  felt 
the  need,  in  obstinate  cases  of  strangulated  hernia,  of  a  "  man- 
bole  "  in  the  side  of  the  abdomen,  through  which  a  diminative 
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assistant  could  be  sent  inside  to  pull  upon  the  incorcemted  iutes- 
tine  whilst  the  taxis  was  exerted  from  without.  This  thought 
had  several  times  suggested  it«e1i  to  Lis  own  mind.  The  needed 
force  from  within  has  been  invoked  in  numerous  instances,  as- 
reported  in  the  journals,  by  the  device  of  inverting  the  patient, 
the  lower  extremities  being  held  upon  the  shoulders  of  an  assist- 
ant, the  body  depending  downwards,  whilst  the  surgeon  applied, 
the  external  taxis,  the  gravity  of  the  intestinal  mass  within  drag- 
ing  upon  the  iucxr cerate d  portion  and  greatly  assisting;  the  re- 
duction. Those  members  who  witnessed  his  experiments  last 
year  in  the  Academy,  and  saw  the  coit  of  intestine,  twisted  and 
knotted  in  a  confused  mass,  so  readily  and  rapidly  untied  and 
straightened  out  by  simple  distension  with  air,  will  be  qalte  pro- 
pared  to  understand  how  valnablc  an  aid  similar  distension  with 
water  must  afford  to  the  external  taxis  in  the  reduction  of  hernia. 
He  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  water  injected  -into  the  intes- 
tine, likewise,  would  enter  the  strangulated  knuckle,  and  pass  on 
through  it,  where  the  smallest  channel  of  communication  was 
left,  and  even  soften,  disintegrate,  and  wash  out  any  contained 
mass  of  feees,  thus  diminishing  the  bulk  of  the  hernia.  He 
remarked  also  ujion  the  action  of  the  water  as  a  dilator  of  the 
constricting  ring.  It  is  not  necessary  for  the  jjroduction  o(  grave 
symptoms  in  strangulated  hernia  and  intussusception  that  the 
caliber  of  the  intestine  shall  be  completely  occluded.  Ho  has  in. 
his  possession  a  specimen  of  fatal  intussusception  in  which  there 
were  fretjuent  liquid  evacuations  throughout  the  illness,  which 
terminated  fatally  by  exhaustion  in  three  weeks  time.  At  the 
autopsy  the  invagination,  at  the  sigmoid  ilosure,  permitted  the 
easy  passage  of  a  cedar  pencil  through  its  caliber.  In  cases  of 
eerious  intestinal  obstruction  he  has  uniformly  observed  a  pecul- 
iar faciei;  which  is  not  present  in  ordinary  fecal  impaction,  and 
which  he  believes  is  entirely  independent  of  any  mental  alarm, 
or,  indeed,  of  any  consciousness  on  the  part  of  the  patient  of  the 
serious  character  of  the  malady.  Ho  has  observed  this  expression 
in  very  young  children,  who  conld  not  be  supposed  at  all  to  real- 
ize the  gravity  of  the  situation;  and  this  quite  separate  and  dis- 
tinct from  any  sense  of  pain  esi>erienced  by  the  patient.  He 
thinks  be  has  observed  the  same  /ac^>n  in  horses,  and  other  ani- 
mals, laboring  nndsr  fatal  intestinal  obstruction.  To  develop 
fairly  the  value  of  the  method  in  hernia  and  intussusception,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  patieut  be  auicsthetized;  that  the  water  bo 
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slowly  tLrown  in,  giving  time  for  it  to  find  its  way  onwards 
through  its  circuitoiiB  and  tortuous  route;  that  short  intervals. of 
rest  be  allowed,  and  the  abdomen  gently  kneaded  to  encoarage 
the  upward  passage  of  the  liquid;  and  that  the  quantity  of  liquid 
shall  be  sufficient  to  fairly  reach  and  fully  distend  the  obstructed 
portion  of  intestine. 

Dr.  Conallj  bad  observation  of  a  lady  who  had  been  closely 
observing  tfitl,  living  upon  crackers  and  tea  chiefly.  There  was 
obstinatiuate  constipation,  for  whicli  be  directed  simple  purga- 
tives and  enemata,  which  wero  frequently  repeated,  and  yet  with- 
ont  satisfactory  relief.  Large  disteneile  enemata  brought  away  a 
large  amount  of  feces,  with  complete  relief. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  had  reported  to  the  Acadomj  some 
months  ago  a  case  of  intestinal  obiitruction  from  grape  seed  in 
large  quantity.  The  obstruction  was  removed  by  the  distensile 
enema  sntisfaotorily;  but  a  troublesome  entei'itis  followed,  which 
ended  fatally  in  five  or  sis  weeks. 

Dr.  Scott  reported  that  he  had  cliarge  of  the  case  of  varioloid 
reported  hei'etofore  by  Dr.  Conally.  The  patient  is  well,  and  no 
other  ca.'ie  has  occuned. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmortland  reported  a  case  of  anal  fistula, 
wherein  the  external  opening  was  ut  the  base  of  tlie  scrotum 
while  the  internal  opening  was  found  upon  the  posterior  wail  of 
the  rectum,  above  the  sphinctre  mnscle.  The  tract  of  the  fistula 
encircled  the  anus,  and  was  verj-  tortuous  in  its  course.  The 
operation  required  the  following  up  of  the  sinus  in  several  buc- 
cessive  stagpn. 

Dr.  Conally  remarked  that  he  bad  a  ease  some  years  ago  of 
siniilai'  char;icter  t^i  the  one  reported  by  Dr.  W.,  in  wbicb  ho 
washed  out  the  sinus,  aud  injected  it  with  a  twenty  grain  solu- 
tion of  nitrate  of  silver.  The  patient  passed  from  his  observa- 
tion, and  be  is  unable  to  say  whether  a  cure  resulted. 

Dr.  Battey  asked  Dr.  "Westmoreland  his  experience  in  oper- 
ating for  fistula  in  case  of  tuberculous  patients. 

Dr.  'Westmoreland  replied  that  be  would  fear  that  the  fistula 
would  not  heal.  If  assured  that  it  would  beal  be  would  still 
hesitate  to  operate. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Westmoreland  asked  if  Dr.  W.  F.  would  operate 
hemorrhoids  in  phthisical  subjects — to  which  he  replied  yes. 

Dr.  Battey  thought  there  could  be  no  valid  objection  to  oper- 
ating for  the  relief  of  fistula  in  cases  of  pulmODary  tuberculosis. 
Vol.  Xin.— Ho.  2.-7. 
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where  ft  good  healing  of  the  fistula  ooald  be  predicted.  By  r«- 
moring  this  impediment  to  easy  progreaaioD  the  patient  may  be 
turned  loose  in  the  woods  with  a  shot-gnn,  and  pat  in  sach  saa- 
itaty  ooDditioQS  as  wsold  gire  good  hope  of  a  definitive  stay  ot 
the  pnlmonary  malady.  In  snch  case  no  harm,  bnt  on  the  coa- 
trary  great  good  would  be  the  result. 

Dr.  Calhoun  remarked  that  he  had  recently  operated  six  or 
eight  cases  of  cataract  in  old  persons  ranging  from  serenty  to 
seventy-six  years  of  age.  The  books  oaation  us  that  the  aged 
bear  the  operation  badly,  because  of  the  confinement  to  bed  be- 
ing irksome  and  damaging,  and  also  that  the  corneal  wotmd 
would  heal  with  much  greater  difficulty.  This  has  not  been  his 
experience  in  the  cases  alluded  to.  Sometime  ago  he  operated 
an  old  man  seventy-four  years  of  age,  who  had  paralyms  agitans. 
He  operated  one  eye  wiUi  much  difliculty  and  hazard.  In  the 
operation  upon  the  other  eye  he  used  ether,  and  made  the  ex- 
traction with  great  ease.  The  paralysis  paased  off  under  the 
aniesthesia,  and  singularly  it  did  not  return  for  several  days. 
Query:  Is  ether  a  hopeful  remedy  for  paralyaia  agitans? 

Dr.  Baird  remarked  that  tremor  is  merely  clonic  spasm  of  tfae 
muscles,  which  ia  relieved  for  the  time  by  the  ether,  bat  returns 
when  the  influence  of  the  ether  is  entirely  gone. 

Dr.  Calhoun  reported  an  observation  yesterday  of  the  case 
which  he  had  trephined  last  April  for  epilepsy.  For  five  months 
there  was  exemption  from  convoIsionB;  since  this  he  has  had 
three  attacks,  but  of  a  less  severe  character.  For  four  months 
he  took  potaasic  bromide,  but  nothing  since^    Adjourned. 

Atluita.  Q^,  Uaroh  16, 1875. 

Vice-President  Taliaferro  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Armstrong  reported  case  of  fistula  and  hemorrhoids.  The 
fistula  was  eanly  treated.  The  hemorrhoids  were  external,  and 
were  treated  by  simply  splitting  open  the  pile  tumors  one  by 
one — with  result  of  entire  reheL  There  was  no  undue  hemor- 
rhage. He  found  a  clot  in  the  centre  of  each  tumor — which  was 
turned  out  with  great  rehef  to  the  patient  at  once— and  a  good 
eure. 

Dr.  Boring  reported  that  the  case  of  supposed  goat,  reported 
by  him  some  months  ago  (see  page  637  of  last  volume),  is  im- 
proving Batisfaotorily. 

Dr.  Conally  reported   case   of  dysuenorrhoea — l&ly  of  3t, 
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'With  two  children — ^very  Boanty  means — has  at  each  period  a  ri- 
■Marions  hemorrhage,  which  he  believes  cornea  from  the  throat, 
not  from  the  langs  or  stomach. 
Adjonmed. 

A.TIANTA,  Ga.,  March  23, 1875. 

Vioe-Preddent  Dr.  T.  H.  Taliaferro  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  J.  <3t.  Westmoreland  reported  caae — man,  aged  50 — sof- 
fering  bat  litUe  pain — no  appetite,  eating  scarcely  anything — no 
leTer,  tongne  red  and  sUok,  hard  tnmor  in  the  epigastric  region, 
towards  the  right  side;  not  in  the  abdominal  wall,  bat  a  tamor 
within  the  abdomen  and  looated  aboat  the  pyloric  orifice.  Took 
cathartic  fonr  or  five  days  ago;  acted  freely;  no  evacaation 
for  three  days.  Pain  in  abdomen,  about  the  nmbilicns,  of  a 
sharp,  lanclaatiQg  character.  Vomited  two  days  e^,  bat  has 
had  very  little  nausea.  Has  enjoyed  excellent  health  until  within 
ihree  weeks.  He  asks  the  opinion  of  the  Academy  upon  the  di- 
agnosis of  the  case.  He  sospects  the  possible  existence  of  car- 
'Cinoma. 

Dr.  Armstrong  was  of  opinion  that  the  case  would  likely 
prove  to  be  carcinomatons.  It  is  well  known  that  the  diagnosis 
in  snch  cases,  even  at  the  bedside,  was  often  obscure  and  diffi- 
«alt — certainly  mooh  more  so  here  upon  a  recital  of  the  symp- 
toms merely. 

Dr.  Woodholl  read  a  paper  upon  "Clinical  Studies,  wi(A  the 
2fim-Emet%o  Uee  of  Ipecacwmha  tit  IntermiiterU  Fevers."  Dosea  of 
one  grun  of  the  ipecacoanha  in  pill  were  given  every  fonr  honrs, 
without  other  medicine,  and  the  results,  as  an  antiperiodio,  were 
easentiBlly  the  same  as  obtained  from  the  sulphate  of  quinine. 
The  medicine  seems  to  keep  the  bowels  regular,  but  does  not 
pnrKO,  QOf  does  it  vomit.  In  one  case  of  enlarged  spleen,  doses 
of  fifteen  grains  of  bromide  potassium,  repeated  three  or  four 
timea  daily,  are  rapidly  reducing  the  enlargement 

Dr.  Logan  reported  case  of  opium  poisoning,  seen  in  consult- 
ation with  Dr.  Boach — young  man  reported  to  have  taken  about 
6J  ounces  of  laudanum  three  or  four  hours  previously.  Two  or 
three  emetic  doses  of  sulphate  zinc  were  exhibited  without  erne- 
si&  The  stomach  pump  had  been  applied,  but  no  fluid  removed. 
For^  or  fifty  grains  of  cafieio  were  exhibited  with  no  improve- 
meat  Three  doses  of  eighth  grain  of  atropine  were  used  hypo- 
dermically,  with  half  hour  intervals.     He  left  the  patient  at  12 
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P.M.,  ID  what  be  regarded  a  bopeleae  state.  Dr.  Eoftch,  who  re- 
uiaiDod  iu  attendnnce,  repeated  the  atropine  at  2  a  u.  At  4  a.m. 
there  was  free  vomiting,  with  odor  of  opium.  The  patient  ral- 
lied and  made  a  good  recovery,  having  received  in  all  a  half  grain 
of  atropine.  He  regards  tJie  caae  as  stroDglj  coudrmatory  of  the 
antagonism  of  atropine  and  morphine. 

Dr.  Calhoun  had  a  case  last  summer,  in  which,  by  mistake  of 
the  druguist,  be  UBed  hypodermically  the  tenth  of  a  grain  of  atro- 
pine in  place  of  etryuhnine.  The  patieot  was  <lei;p]y  poisonetl 
by  the  atropine.  He  administered  lull  doses  of  laudanum — one- 
half  teaspoouful — every  fifteen  minutes,  with  prompt  and  marked 
imtirovement.  The  case  exhibited  markedly  the  antagonism  of 
the  two  remedies. 

Dr.  Woodhull  reported  caae  of  soldier  who  swallowed  an 
ounce  of  laudanum  last  year.  He  used  various  remedies,  but 
the  bypodermic  use  of  atropine  was  marked  in  its  good  effects. 

Dr.  ■\V.  F.  Westmoreland  had  seen  a  paper  recently  in  one  of 
the  journals  detailing  experiments  which  go  to  prove  directly  the 
couti'ary  of  the  inferences  drawn  from  the  cases  here  reported. 

Dr.  J.  T,  Johnson  had  one  case  of  opium  poisoning  in  which 
the  use  of  atropine  did  no  gocd,  and  he  feared  had  rather  has- 
tened the  fatal  resnlt. 

Adjourned. 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  March  30,  IS75. 

Viire-President  Dr.  V.  H.  Taliaferroin  the  Chair. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  asked  an  opinion  in  cases  of  partial  rupture  of 
the  perineum,  extending  only  to  the  sphincter  muscle,  where 
there  is  no  prolapsus  of  the  uterus,  nor  loss  of  function  of  the 
Bpinctre— whether  it  is  advisable  to  restore  'the  perineum  or  not 
In  hia  case  there  is  endometritis,  and  a  sense  of  weakness  of  the 
perineum  on  defecation,  which  causes  her  instinctively  to  sup- 
port the  perineum  with  the  band. 

Dr.  Boring  had  but  httle  experience  in  ruptured  perineum, 
but  thinks  the  discomfort  of  the  patient  would  warrant  an  ope- 
ration. He  thinks  care  should  be  used  to  support  the  perineum 
in  labor  to  guard  against  rupture.  He  is  very  careful  to  sup- 
port the  perineum  well  as  the  head  passes  over  it,  and  has  not 
had  to  encounter  rupture  in  his  practice. 

Dr.  Baird  remarked  that  ruptured  perineum  occurred  more 
oftea  in  the  passage  of  the  shoulder  rather  than  the  bead.    Pres- 
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anre  behind  the  anus  about  the  point  of  the  coccyx  is  useful,  and 
more  so  than  tbe  mere  aupport  of  the  periuemn  solely. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  had  found  in  bis  cases  that  the  shouldurs  and 
body  passed  with  eitne  aftur  the  head  is  delivered,  and  thought 
tbe  active  agent  in  these  lacerations  of  the  peiiuenm  is  the  head 
of  the  child. 

Dr.  Battey  said  the  object  in  view  in  the  support  of  the  peri- 
neum may  be  attained  by  placing  two  fingers  on  the  head  of  the 
child,  and  thus  retard  its  progress.  The  perineum  is  not  touched, 
and  the  objection  iii-ged  against  perineal  support  is  done  away 
with.  Moderate  pressure  will  prevent  any  sudden  and  violent 
protrusion  oF  the  head.  Called  attention  to  another  point.  Cases 
in  which  the  perineum  ia  very  rigid  and  tlie  head  of  the  child 
nnduly  large,  the  perineum  may  be  protected  by  inserting  two 
fingers  into  the  anus  and  drawing  it  forward.  He  dsee  not  con- 
car  in  the  opinion  that  perineal  support  is  pc-rnicious.  Is  con- 
fident that  lacerated  perineum  is  an  unnecessary  bugbear  to 
many  members  of  the  profession  who,  in  their  care  to  prevent 
it,  even  sacrifice  the  life  of  the  child.  He  has  enconntered  lace- 
rated perineum  on  several  occasions,  usually  in  breach  labors 
whilst  earnestly  engaged  in  rescuing  the  child.  Such  an  occur- 
rence does  not  mortify  him.  It  sometimes  occurs  in  the  hands 
of  the  best  obstetricians  who  are  doing  their  whole  duty.  This 
feet  onght  to  be  recognized  by  the  profession  and  known  to  the 
women  of  tbe  land.  Whilst  he  has  been  unfortunate  in  thus  eu- 
. countering  ruptured  perineum,  he  is  happy  upon  tbe  other  hand 
that  he  has  not  been  called  upon  to  lament  the  loss  of  a  child  in 
labor,  and  is  confident  that  he  has  rescued  infanta  from  death 
by  disregarding  the  perineum  in  the  weightier  issue  of  the  life 
of  the  child.  He  thinks  the  perineum,  when  ruptured,  should 
be  restored  at  once  by  sutures.  The  woman  is  then  saved  the 
shock  to  her  delicacy  which  she  feels  so  keenly  at  a  later  period, 
and  tbe  parts  are  so  benumbed  by  the  previous  labor  that  the 
passage  of  the  needle  is  but  little  felt.  The  happy  mother  does 
not  weigh  for  a  moment  this  little  operation  when  offset  against 
the  life  of  faer  child.  In  one  case  of  ruptured  perineum  in  ceph- 
alic labor  be  distinctly  observed,  as  is  his  custon),  by  passing  the 
finger  along  the  edge  of  the  perineum,  immediately  after  tbe  es- 
cape of  the  head,  that  the  structure  was  intact,  whilst  in  the  sub- 
sequent delivery  of  the  trunk  the  perineum  was  cut  by  the  elbow 
■  of  the  child  in  passing  out. 
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He  imagines  the  nsefuliiess  of  pressare  on  the  perinenin  iv 
not,  primAnly,  ao  mach  mere  aapport  of  the  perinenm,  but  lies 
ia  pressing  forward  the  passing  part  firmly  ander  the  pnbic  archl 
keeping  it  in  the  Une  of  Cams'  cnrre,  and  preventing  its  passing 
off  at  a  tangent.  His  experience 'concnrs  in  the  observation  of 
Dr.  Baird,  that  it  ia  not  the  head  of  the  child  ordiDariljr,  bat  the 
ahoolder  or  elbow  that  causes  the  laceratioiL  It  ia  not  nncom- 
mon,  after  the  head  has  passed,  that  the  arm  flexed  on  the  body 
oansee  the  elbow  to  extend  beyond  the  side,  and  it  cats  the  peri- 
nenm  in  its  passage.  Is  alwaye  careful  to  force  in  the  elbow 
when  it  projects. 

Attaches  great  importance  to  keeping  obstetric  patients  in  bed 
for  ten  days,  and  the  use  of  the  bed-pan.  To  this  special  precaa- 
tion  is  due  the  infreqaency  of  puerperal  troubles  io  bis  practice^ 
The  day  following  the  labor  a  bed-pan  is  placed  onder  the  pa- 
tient, and  a  copioQS  douche  of  warm  water  and  caatile  soap  is 
thrown  into  the  vagina  by  means  of  a  rubber  bulb  syringe.  This 
is  repeated  twice  daily,  as  long  as  the  lochial  discharge  contin- 
ues. He  directs  the  labia  to  be  slightly  compressed  around  the 
pipe  of  the  syringe,  aud  the  fluid  so  injected  as  to  inflate  the 
vagina.  In  thia  way  the  causes  of  metritis  and  septictemia  are 
in  great  part  removed. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  thought  that  it  was  a  mistaken  rule  to  confine 
patients  any  specified  number  of  days.  If  the  woman  is  healthy, 
and  the  reparative  power  is  good,  ten  daye  is  enough,  but  most 
women  are  weak,  thin,  muscular  development  is  poor,  and  the? 
should  be  kept  in  bed  louger— for  three  weeka  or  a  month.  The 
eases  that  are  in  fine  condition  and  stout  are  rare.  His  own 
opinion  is  that  the  very  large  nnmbsr  of  uterine  diseases  that 
now  flood  the  country  are,  in  many  instances  at  least,  caused  by 
getting  up  too  early.  The  uterus  is  large  and  heavy;  its  supports 
are  lax;  the  muscles  are  lax;  the  perineum  is  sometimes  ruptured. 
Subiuvolntion  and  its  long  train  of  evils  ia  the  reenlt. 

Dr.  Battey  replied  to  queries  propounded,  that  he  regarded 
the  obstetrical  binder,  when  properly  applied,  as  of  use  in  sup- 
porting the  abdominal  contents  and  maintaining  good  contrac- 
tion of  the  ntems,  as  well  as  conducing  to  the  comfort  of  the 
ocouche;  and,  moreover,  especially  usefnl  in  preserving  the  tone 
of  the  abdominal  walls  and  smooth,  regular  contour  of  the  abdo- 
men. He  instanced  the  case  of  a  lady  who  had  been  repeatedly 
nnder  his  care  in  the  lying-in  chamber;  a  lady  of  middle  age,  th»- 
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mother  of  thirteen  children,  who  had  asifonnlj  worn  a  brood 
and  well-fittiug  binder  for  thirty  days  following  each  confine- 
ment, whose  abdomen  to-daj  is  aa  well  supported,  aa  smooth  and 
ae  bandaomel;  ronnded  aa  it  waa  open  the  day  of  her  marriage. 
He  thooght  thJB  result  attribatable  to  the  careful  use  of  the 
binder.  He  did  not  approve  of  the  practice  recommended  by  Dr. 
Goodel  of  the  Preston  Retreat,  Philadelphia,  of  the  patient  "slip- 
[nng  oot  of  bed  into  a  chair "  on  the  second  or  third  day  after 
labor,  and  daily  thereafter.  He  attached  great  importance  to 
the  horizontal  position,  to  be  carefoUy  maintained  for  at  least 
ten  days,  with  the  use  of  the  bed-pan  for  evacuations.  So  far  as 
the  escape  of  offensive  loohia  by  gravitatiou,  to  be  secored  by  the 
erect  postnre,  ia  concerned,  he  thought  this  woe  much  better  at- 
tained by  a  thorough  washing  out  of  the  vagina,  morning  and 
evening,  with  warm  soap  suds,  by  means  of  a  suitable  elaatic  syr- 
inge, over  the  bed-pan,  a  much  better  practice,  and  should  be 
eontinned  daily  as  long  as  the  lochia  lasted.  Careful  attention 
to  this  removes  the  puerperal  odor  of  the  lying-in  chamber,  and 
aids  moch  in  protecting  the  patient  against  puerperal  metritis 
and  septic  poisoning. 

He  had  not  felt  the  need  of  Crede's  method  of  expelling  the 
placenta  after  labor,  nor  did  he  esteem  the  rude  oompresaion  of 
the  nterns,  to  force  out  the  placenta  into  the  vagina,  either 
necessary  or  proper.  It  is  his  practice  not  to  wait  for  the 
spontaneous  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  bat,  having  secured  good 
■terine  contraction,  by  gently  rubbing  the  abdomen  over  the 
globe,  by  a  cold,  wet  hand,  by  a  few  drops  of  cold  water  suddenly 
applied,  or  other  suitable  means,  he  proceeds  at  once  to  complete 
tiie  delivery,  by  making  gentle  traction  upon  the  cord  with  the 
1^  hand,  whilst  two  fingers  of  the  right  are  introduced  to  hook 
down  the  edge  of  the  placenta,  which  is  seized  between  the  fin- 
gers and  rotated  ao  as  to  turn  the  placenta  in  the  uteros,  and 
thna  excite  expnlsatory  contractions,  which,  aided  by  gentle  ten- 
sion npon  the  oord,  be  has  foand  uniformly  effective  and  aatis- 
(aetoiy  in  all  caaea  where  the  placenta  is  thrown  off  from  its 
ateriiM  attachment  If  we  have  an  adheront  placenta,  he  does 
Bot  think  that  Crede's  method  can  be  trusted  to  effect  a  dear  and 
]RY>per  detachment  of  the  adhesions.  For  this  purpose  he  deems 
it  a  safer  and  better  praotioe  to  introduoe  the  hand  into  the 
wtenis,  and,  ipreading  the  fingers,  to  seize  the  plaoenta  by  its 
periidiery,  rotating  it  npon  its  axis  in  such  a  manner  as  to  detach 
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it  cleanly  and  entire  from  the  uterine  wall.  He  nttachea  impor- 
tance to  the  sabseqnent  removal  ol  all  clots  froiD  the  uterus  and 
vagina.  We  thna  avoid  distregaing  after  pains,  and  aecure  more 
pernianeat  contraction  of  the  uterus  and  ex'jmption  frum  poet- 
partiini  hemorrhage.     Adjourned. 


AH  ESSAY  ON  THE  A0TI0H3  OF  MEHODEY. 

BV  J.  0,  WESTMOKEUND,  M.D. 

Ittad  before  the  Acidemi/  of  jtffclieine  Febnmry  9,  1875. 

The  ar.tion  of  remedies  ie  defined  in  two  different  and  entirely 
distinct  aspects,  denominated  physiological  and  therapeutic. 
Progress  in  medicine,  however,  is  gradually  but  surely  leading 
to  the  adoption  of  the  more  practical  idea,  that  therapeutic 
changes  are  oaly  the  results  of,  and  not  the  actions  themselves. 
Much  confusion  ia  found,  not  only  with  the  student  of  medicine, 
but  advanced  members  of  the  profession,  by  the  loose  manner  in 
which  the  action  of  medicines  is  alluded  to,  in  works  on  thera- 
pentice,  essays,  reports  in  practical  medicine,  etc. 

By  the  action  of  remedies  we  muHt  be  understood  to  mean 
the  physiological  alterations  effected  in  parts  without  regard  to 
the  existence  of  disease  at  all.  Lesions  of  structures  and  func- 
tional changes  may  be  made  by  this  actios,  and  are  produced  in 
health  as  well  as  disease.  It  is  called  physiological  action  by  the 
great  American  and  European  acologista,  Wood  and  Fereira,  and 
is  induced  in  order  to  therapeutic  results,  in  the  alterations 
brought  ahout  in  diseased  parts  by  such  action,  and  the  thera- 
peutic changes  are  called  direct  or  indirect,  accordingly  as  the 
action  Is  exerted  on  the  diseased  or  a  sound  part.  For  example, 
when  salph.  copper  or  nit  silver  Is  applied  to  an  uloer,  the  ther- 
apeutio  result  is  called  direct,  bat  the  action  of  a  blister  upon  the 
skin,  and  of  veratrum  upon  the  heart,  in  the  relief  of  plenritiB< 
the  therapeutic  change  is  said  to  be  the  indirect  resott  of  (be 
action  of  these  remedies.  In  addition  to  what  has  already  been 
said  touching  the  definition  of  action  of  remedies,  I  should  men- 
tion the  fact  that  certain  remedies  are  called  local,  having  action 
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iipoD  the  part  to  which  th*?y  are  directly  applied:  some  elective, 
general  or  constitutionftl,  acting  upon  parts  nfter  baviug  entered 
the  circulation  and  carried  to  the  organ  or  tissne  of  their  elec- 
tion; while  others  act  both  locnlly  and  electively,  affecting  the 
tiasne  to  which  they  are  applied,  and,  after  being  absorbed  into  the 
circulation,  impress  olher  parts  also,  and  perhaps  several  at  the 
same  time.  A  familiarity  with  the  physiolofjical  action  of  reme- 
dies enables  the  practitioner  to  use  them  rationally  and  snocess- 
fnlly  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  and  without  which  prescriptions 
are  made  by  routine  and  empirically. 

All  the  preparations  of  mercury  have,  uniformly,  the  samo 
«leetive  or  general  actions,  when  taken  into  the  circulation,  but 
some  diSer  from  others  very  materially  in  their  local  action. 
While  the  mild  chloride  and  blue  mans  have  uu  perceptible  im- 
pression when  applied  locally,  except  perhaps  the  absorbent,  dry- 
ing property  of  the  former,  yet  the  corrosive  chloride  and  nitrate 
are  excessively  irritating  to  all  soft  structures.  These  last  are 
soluble  preparations,  and,  therefore,  would  seem  to  be  more  ap- 
propriately nsed  for  the  introduction  of  mercury  into  the  circula- 
tion, but,  on  account  of  the  local  irritation  produced  by  them  in 
the  stomach  or  other  parts  to  which  they  are  applied  for  absorp- 
tion, the  former  preparations,  though  insoluble  in  watery  fluids, 
are  preferred  in  most  instances  when  the  remedy  is  used  for  its 
elective  actions. 

The  properties  of  this  metal  are  various  and  important.  So 
much  BO  that  routinists  rarely  expect  criticism,  when  they  use 
some  of  its  preparations  in  every  disease  that  presents  itself. 
Under  the  term  "alterative,"  it  would  aeem  to  be  universally  ap- 
plicable to  every  pathological  conditiou  that  ever  has  or  ever  can 
occur.  This  term,  which  originated  in  empiricism,  answers  to 
«over  ignorance  of  pathology  and  the  true  physiological  action  of 
the  remedy.  It  was  ascertained  that  lost  health  was  restored  by 
mercury  under  certain  circumstances,  and,  without  inquiry  into 
the  pathology  or  modus  operanrft  of  the  remedy  in  the  cure,  the 
action  was  named  with  reference  to  t^e  alteration  or  change  from 
disease  to  health.  A  little  more  definite,  but  not  sufficiently  so 
.for  the  present  advancement  in  medioine,  is  the  name  having 
reference  to  the  therapeutic  resalt  obtained  by  its  use  in  particular 
diaeases,  saob  as  antisyphilitio  action,  antiphlogiatic  action,  etc. 

Hercoij,  when  taken  into  the  circolation,  affects  certaio  or- 
gaoB,  neutralizes  certain  morbific  agents  in  the  blood  and  in  solid 
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fltnictareB,  and  deBtroTS  certain  natural  ingredients  of  the  blood 
itsell  Also,  vhen  placed  in  contact  with  an;  known  parasite  of 
the  human  body,  upon  which  experiments  have  been  made,  de- 
structive action  is  exerted  npon  theworm  or  insect. 

Various  and  contradictory  views  are  entertained  in  regard  to 
the  action  of  mercury  on  internal  organs.  While  some  believe 
the  whole  secernent  system  is  excited  to  increased  secretion,  oth- 
ers feel  equally  certain  that  few,  if  any,  of  the  glands  are  affected 
by  the  remedy.  A  happy  medium  between  these  extreme  views 
is  perhaps  safer  ground  to  occupy.  That  the  liver  and  salivary 
glands  are  impressed,  and  the  latter  sometimes  to  a  degree  of 
inflammatory  excitement,  there  seems  to  be  abundant  proof.  Th» 
excessive  Sow  of  saliva,  and  tenderness  of  the  salivary  glands  and 
gums,  from  the  elective  action  of  absorbed  mercury,  has  been  too 
often  witnessed  to  admit  of  reasonable  doubt.  Not  so  positive 
are  the  evidences  of  hepatic  stimulation,  but  sufficiently  so,  it  is- 
believed,  to  warrant  its  administration  for  this  purposa  The 
result  of  carefully-made  statistical  experiments  upon  lower  ani- 
mals, however,  has  been  strongly  urged  against  this  opinion.  It 
was  ascertained  that  mercury,  given  to  a  dog  with  normal  condi- 
tion of  the  liver,  did  not  increase  the  amount  of  bile,  and  npon 
this  fact  the  accepted  doctrine  of  its  hepatic  stimolation  is  de- 
nied. We  do  not  think  the  conclusion  is  legitimate.  An  organ 
in  a  normal  condition,  whose  function  is  healthfully  performed, 
may  be  stimulated  to  the  extent  of  entirely  suspending  its  func- 
tion. Who  does  not  know  that  renal  stimnlants  may  excite  the 
kidneys  to  the  extent  of  materially  impairing  their  funotion? 
When  the  kidneys  are  in  a  normal  condition,  turpentine  and 
other  excitants  of  these  organs,  in  lai^e  doses,  lessen  the  amount 
of  urine  secreted,  while  the  same  remedies  will  increase  the  quan- 
tity, if  given  when  the  kidneys  fail  to  perform  their  function,  from 
a  want  of  sufBcient  excitement.  Organs  fait  to  perform  their 
functions  properly,  on  account  of  over  stimulation,  as  weU  aa 
from  deficiency;  and,  as  in  the  experiments  alluded  to,  when  a 
healthy  organ  is  stimulated,  the  fonotion  may  be  less  perfectly 
performed.  Hod  the  liver  been  inactive,  and  the  bile  deficient 
from  want  of  excitement,  when  the  mercury  was  given  to  the 
d(^,  the  amoant  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  increaMd. 

In  hepatitis,  when  the  inflammatory  excitement  lesMens  the 
secretion  of  bile,  mercnry  could  not  be  expected  to  increase  it; 
but,  in  the  opposite  condition,  when  no  evidence  of  bile  is  seen 
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in  the  stools,  the  use  of  this  remedy  is  followed  by  aninistakHble 
signs  of  its  presence  in  the  alimentary  canal.  It  is  in  sach  non- 
bilioua  or  anti-inlious  condition,  depending  apon  iDactivity  of  the 
liver,  and  this  only,  that  mercnry  will  prove  effectoal  in  restor- 
ing the  secretion  of  proper  amomit  of  this  fluid.  The  use,  there- 
fore, of  its  preparatiouB  as  a  stimulant  to  the  liver,  in  a  billons 
condition  of  the  system,  is  unnecessary  and  sometimes  injarions. 
This  state  is  characterized  by  icterons  fane  of  the  skin  and  eyes, 
and  is  often  the  result  of  obstruction  to  the  passage  of  bile  into- 
the  duodenum,  from  congestion  and  inflammation  of  the  gnt,  and 
its  coDsequeut  absorption  and  deposit  in  these  parts,  as  in  ordi- 
nary jaundice.  Sometimes  obstruction  in  the  small  intestines, 
below  the  entrance  of  the  bile  duct,  by  impacted  fseces,  may  lead 
Dot  only  to  absorption  to  some  extent,  but  to  bilious  vomiting 
from  regargttation  into  the  stomach.  This  is  often  the  case  in 
aatumnal  fever,  giving  rise,  perhaps,  to  the  term  "  bilioas  fever," 
applied  to  iL  Under  such  circumstances,  the  cathai-tic  effect  of 
mercnry  may  open  np  a  channel  for  the  passage  of  bile  through 
the  bowels,  independent  of  any  elective  influence  upon  the  liver. 
Catharsis,  from  the  action  of  any  remedy,  may  give,  in  a  similar 
manner,  the  evidences  of  bile  in  the  alvine  evacuations  where 
they  had  been  absent  before. 

This  action  of  mercnry  upon  the  bowels  seems  to  be  not  only- 
independent  of  its  elective  stimulation  to  the  liver,  but  more  of 
a  local  influence  than  otherwise.  Its  presence  in  the  canal  ap- 
pears to  be  necessary  for  catharaia,  while  absorption  into  the  cir- 
culation is  essential  to  its  elective  action  upou  the  liver  and  other 
parts.  The  arrest  of  catharsis,  aud  of  the  cousequent  passag& 
of  the  mercurial  through  the  canal,  favors  the  absorption  and  its 
elective  or  constitutional  actions,  and,  vice  verm,  the  encourage- 
ment of  alvine  discharges  prevents  these  in  a  good  degree.  In 
order  to  insure  hepatic  stimulation,  therefore,  it  is  necessary  to 
give  opium,  or  some  other  constipating  remedy,  in  connection 
with  the  mercoriaL  When  the  ointment  of  mercury  is  applied 
to  the  skin,  and  taken  directly  into  the  circulation  by  abeor^ttion 
firom  this  surface,  no  tendency  to  catharsis  is  had  by  it,  while  all 
the  elective  effects  will  be  manifested. 

Uercury,  as  a  catalytic,  is  extensively  and  profitably  used.  It 
is  given  in  large  doses  for  the  destruction  of  fibrioe  in  the  blood, 
when  active  antdphlogiatic  treatment  becomes  necessary  in  acute 
inflammation.     The  soothing,  sedative  effeot  of  a  full  quantity  of 
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ilie  remGnly  is  ako  mauifested  under  euch  circumstances,  and  is 
ih«  control  of  convulsiTe  and  other  narvoua  disturbance  from  di- 
rect impreagion  upon  the  centres,  by  sudden  cessation  after  con- 
stant use  of  alcohol,  or  from  reflex  nervous  derangemeut,  by  irri- 
tation of  worms,  etc. 

As  a  solvent  and  eliminator  of  syphilitic  virus,  the  catalytic 
■fiction  of  mercury  is  more  distinctly  marked.  Its  administration 
is  considered  almost  indispensable  in  the  treatment  of  this  con- 
stitutional contamination.  For  more  than  a  century  past  it  has 
been  considered  the  great  syphilitic  "alterative."  In  ridding 
the  system  of  this  contagious  morbific  agent,  its  action  was,  for 
a  long  time,  and  is  even  now,  by  some,  looked  upon  as  mysteri- 
■OHS  and  unaccountable.  Is  the  result  obtained  subject  to  any 
rational  explanation  otlif^r  than  that  of  direct  destruction  of  the 
virus  by  solution  and  elimination  ?  I  think  not  The  tbeorj-  of 
restoring  health,  under  these  circumstances,  by  giving  increased 
vigor  to  the  assimilative  organs  and  promoting  nutrition,  is  not 
at  ail  satisfactory  to  my  reind.  The  name  eutrophic,  given  to 
this  cla^H  of  remedies  by  Prof.  Dunglisou,  imder  the  impression 
ihat  nutrition  is  promoted,  shows  a  disposition  to  locate  the  ac- 
tion somewhere;  but  it  would,  perhaps,  be  bettor  to  retain  the 
term  "  alterative,"  whereby  we  acknowledge  our  ignorance  of  the 
action  had,  rather  than  change  it  for  a  name  indicating  an  action 
not  produced  at  all.  However  perfect  the  nutrition  may  be^ 
.syphilitic  virus,  if  left  in  the  system,  will  prove  destructive  to 
health  by  the  development  of  local  lesions  in  various  parts  of 
the  body.  It  is  not,  thet'efore,  by  any  action  exerted  npon  the 
natural  tissues  or  organs  of  the  body  that  syphilis  is  cured,  but 
by  solution  and  elimination  of  the  vims. 

"When  the  preparations  of  mercury  are  given  for  enteric  irri- 
tation and  inflammation,  less  than  cathartic  doses  are  used,  with 
the  view  of  exciting  the  torpid  liver  to  action,  and  thereby  give 
free  transmission  of  blood  through  the  organ  from  the  bowels, 
^hich  had  become  congested  and  inflamed  on  account  of  slug- 
^sh  portal  circulation.  This  is  a  very  rational  course  of  proce- 
dure; but  there  is  no  doubt  that  sometimes  the  enteric  indam- 
mation  is  aggravated  by  small  doses  of  calomel  freqnently  re- 
peated. Enough  free  hydrochloho  acid  is  often  found  in  the 
stomach  to  convert  small  quantities  of  mild  chloride  into  the  cor- 
rosive, and  thus  form  a  local  irritant  calculated  to  increase  ex- 
-citement  in  the  alimentary  mucons  membrane.     The  old  custom 
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of  giving  repeatedly  smiiU  doses  of  calomel,  in  the  treatment  of 
cholera  iDfitDtum,  as  recommended  by  Dewees  and  others,  is  ob- 
jectionable, to  my  mind,  on  this  account.  Large  doGes,  affording 
more  mercury  thau  is  readily  changed  to  the  corrosive  salt,  would, 
therefore,  seem  to  be  more  appropriate;  and  those  who  have  wit- 
nessed the  persistent  diarrhteal  discharges  and  vomiting,  in  chil- 
dren treated  with  frequent  smalt  doses  of  calomel  for  several 
days,  will,  I  think,  testify  of  this. 


iBm  3UU  ^.onrtir^. 


ALABAMA  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

HIoNTOOMERY,  Al,\.,  April  13,  1875. 
Editor  Atlanta  Mrdical  and  Surgical  Journal : 

The  State  Medical  Association  of  Alabama  was  called  to  order 
to-day  at  12  o'clock,  by  the  President,  Dr.  J.  S.  Weatherly,  of 
Montgomery,  a  full  attendance  being  present;  among  them  many 
of  the  most  distinguished  medical  men  of  the  State. 

After  a  feeling  prayer  by  R«v.  Dr.  Stringfollow,  an  address  of 
welcome  was  delivered  by  Dr.  W.  C.  Jackson,  of  this  city,  ten- 
dering to  the  audience  present  a  hearty  and  cordial  welcome, 
and  the  Association  a  harmonious  meeting. 

On  motion,  the  President's  address  was  postponeij  until  8 
o'clock  this  evening.  The  meeting  was  then  declared  open  for 
the  transaction  of  bnsinoss. 

On  motion,  Drs.  Griggs  and  Kendrick,  delegates  from  the 
Medical  Association  of  Georgia,  were  invited  to  seats  as  delegates 
from  that  Association. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary,  Dr.  B.  H.  Riggs,  was  read  and 
adopted.  It  was  concise  and  interesting,  and  closed  by  saying 
that  many  valnible  books  and  periodicals  had  come  into  his  pos- 
session dnring  the  year,  and  thinks  the  time  not  far  distant  when 
a  library  will  be  collected  of  considerable  value.  Has  written 
many  letters  during  the  year  to  advance  the  interest  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. Recommended  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  the  va- 
rious State  Associations,  etc. 
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The  report  of  tbe  Treasarer,  fall  and  elaborate,  was  then  read 
And  approved. 

The  meeting  of  the  Board  of  CeDsora  waa  postponed  nntU 
to-morrow. 

Beporfs  of  variona  medical  aooieties  throughout  the  State  were 
listened  to  with  interest 

Motion  prevailed  to  compliment  the  Medical  Association  of 
South  Cai-olina,  now  in  session  at  Charleston,  by  telegraph,  with 
the  fraternal  regards  of  this  body. 

Iq  the  absence  of  the  annual  orator,  Dr.  George  A.  Ketcham, 
of  Mobile,  was  appointed  to  address  the  Association  and  public, 
to-morrow  evening  at  8  o'clook. 

Meeting  adjoomed. 

Met  at  2^  o'clock  p.u. 

Dr.  Gainea,  of  Mobile,  consumed  some  time  in  reading  and 
diacnssing  an  interesting  paper  on  Tuberculosis.  He  drew  a  com- 
parison between  tuberoal<»iB  and  aorofolosis.  He  believes  scrof- 
ulosis  to  be  an  inflammatory  disease,  tuberculosis  non-inflamma- 
tory. Tubercnloaia  is  a  spedflc  disease  like  cancer.  Believes 
gray  and  yellow  tubercle  to  be  distinct;  gray  specific,  yellow  the 
result  of  inflammatioQ.  Tuberculous  and  rheumatic  diatheses 
are  closely  allied.  Believes  in  only  one  kind  of  tuberculous  mat- 
ter, vis:  miliary.  Tubercnloaia  is  a  constitational  disease,  not 
depending  on  inflammation;  sorofola  is  dependent  on  inflanuna- 
tion;  nsnally  attacks  the  glands,  and  is  due  to  yellow  depodt  in 
the  glands  and  sometimea  in  the  lungs.  It  is  the  result  of  inflam- 
mation; should  always  push  the  treatment.  Doctors  have  no 
right  to  lell  any  man  be  is  going  to  die.  Be  careful  in  diagnosiB 
and  progniais;  always  have  hope.  We  might  often  core,  bat  let 
our  patients  die  through  neglect  Emaciation,  one  of  the  best 
evidences  of  tuberculosis.  True  tuberculosis  is  ae  sure  almost  to 
end  in  death  aa  cancer.  One  of  the  first  evidences  of  conanmp- 
tioH  is  prolonged  expiratory  mormnrs;  principal  treatment  iodine 
in  some  form  over  the  chest;  iodine,  cod-liver  oil,  alcohol,  ai^d 
Qutritioua  diet  principal  internal  treatment  A  new  issue  in  some 
other  portion  of  the  body  often  arreats  the  disease,  viz:  fistula  in 
ano,  hemorrhoida,  etc.  Cod-liver  oil  and  alcohol  axe  highly  an- 
tagoniatic  to  consamptton.  This  paper  waa  evidently  studied 
with  much  care  by  the  distinguished  physician  who  prepared  it, 
and  a  lengthy  and  instructive  discussion  followed. 

Meeting  adjourned. 
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Met  again  at  8^  o'clock,  when  a  large  and  fashionable  audi- 
'CQce  graced  tbe  ocoasion  with  their  presence.  The  President, 
Dr.  J.  S.  Weatherly,  proceeded  to  deliver  the  annaal  address. 
His  subject  was  the  recent  act  of  tbe  Legislature  making  the 
Associatdon  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  the  conseqaent  duties 
which  this  act  imposed  upon  the  Association.  He  elaborated  the 
importuice  of  the  dnties,  and  showed  that  it  was  within  the 
power  of  tbe  Association,  by  proper  action,  to  greatly  bene&t  the 
State  by  reducing,  if  not  entirely  destroying,  the  fatal  effects  of 
all  preventable  diseases,  such  as  cholera,  small  pox,  etc  He  de- 
nominated miasma  as  the  greatest  impediment  to  the  increase  of 
of  our  popalation  by  immigration,  and  argned  that  by  a  proper 
system  of  drainage,  etc,  nnder  the  direction  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health,  much  conld  be  done  towards  removing  this  impedi- 
ment He  argued  that  all  moral  diseases  and  bodily  infirmities, 
which  were  transmitted  from  generation  to  generation,  were,  to 
to  a  great  extent,  susceptible  of  prcTentioD,  and  that  they  should 
be  brought  ander  the  control  of  the  State  through  the  Board  of 
Heidth.  His  address  was  delivered  in  an  easy  and  graceful  man- 
ner, and  was  listened  to  attentively  by  qnite  a  large  audience  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen. 

A.prU  11, 1875. — According  to  adjournment,  the  Association 
was  called  to  order  by  the  President 

An  interesting  and  lengthy  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  Jerome 
Cochrao,  of  Mobile,  on  small-pox.  He  said  moat  epidemics 
^ate  and  die  out  during  the  winter;  but  not  so  with  smaU-pox. 
The  greatest  mortality  is  in  the  winter.  The  paper  contained 
some  valuable  statistics  of  this  disease  in  New  Orleans  and  Mo- 
bile. To  attempt  a  synopsis  of  the  able  docoment,  we  feel  is  an 
act  of  injustice  to  tbe  writer.  A  discussion  followed,  and  was 
listened  to  with  marked  attention. 

Dr.  Oaioee  spoke  at  length  on  the  importance  of  vaccination. 
Believes  the  people  should  be  vaccinated,  even  though  some  of 
the  family  already  have  small-pox.  Many  are  prejudiced  against 
vaccination  during  the  prevalent  of  this  disease.  They  believe 
it  will  contaminate  them.  Everybody  should  be  vaccinated  dur- 
ing an  epidemic  Thinks  many  have  it  because  they  are  not 
properly  vaooinated.  Related  the  case  of  a  mother  who  took 
amall-pox  in  its  worst  form.  Six  children  were  vaccinated  on  the 
sixth  or  seventh  day  after  she  was  attacked,  and  not  one  of  them 
took  the  disease. 
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Dr.  Bttldwin  related  a  similar  case,  oal;  the  number  vacci- 
nated VHB  twelve,  and  all  were  exempt. 

Dr.  Cochran  believes  that  vaccination  does  not  exempt  for 
life,  but  we  cannot  toll  how  long  it  will  esempt.  Many  have  the 
disease  who  have  been  properly  vaccinated.  Does  not  think 
protection  entirely  complete  at  any  time.  Protection  is  due  to 
the  amount  and  character  of  the  marks.  Believes  a  cerlatu  per 
cent,  of  very  sore  arms  would  result,  were  they  only  scrHtched 
with  a  pin  or  any  other  instrument.  Does  not  think  bad  sores 
necessarily  follow  vaccination.  Vaccine  crust  is  not  pus,  but  a 
i^i-owth  which  drops  off  when  matured.  Is  inclined  to  think  that 
lymph  uaedfrom  the  arm  of  a  syphiiitio  patient  would  not  trans- 
mit the  disease,  so  long  as  pure  lymph  is  used,  and  no  pus.  True 
vaccine  crust  is  amber-colored  and  tran.spareat,  C^u  toll  whe^ 
ther  a  crust  came  off  a  white  person  or  negro,  also  a  blonde  or 
brunette,  by  its  appearance.  Humanized  virus  was  more  certain 
as  a  protection  than  bovine. 

Discussion  ou  this  subject  closed. 

Dr.  Bradtield  read  a  paper  ou  puerperal  convulsions  and  de- 
livery with  forceps.  Delivery  was  followed  for  some  days  by  con- 
vulsions. Had  ha])py  results  from  hypodermic  injections  of  nior- 
phiua  Also  exhibited  Esm:iich's  apparatus  for  bloodless  opera- 
tions. 

Association  adj  inrncd. 

Met  at  3  P.u.,  and,  after  an  animated  discussion  on  Constitu- 
tion, etc.,  elected  five  new  Counselors. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  fij  o'clock,  to  he.ir  the  addi-e.ss  of  Dr. 
Ketch  um. 

Lnnsr  before  the  hour  of  speaking  arrived,  the  hall  was  packed 
to  overflowing  by  an  iutelhgent  audience,  and  among  them  were 
many  of  Montgomei'y'a  fairest  and  most  beautiful  ladies. 

The  President  introduced  the  orator  of  the  eveninfjf,  Dr.  Geo. 
A.  Ketchum  of  Mobile,  who  rose  amidnt  applause.  His  dignity, 
commanding  appearance  and  general  bearing  bespoke  for  him 
a  man  of  no  mediocre  atlainments.  His  address  on  Medical  Eth- 
ics was  sound  and  replete  with  wisiom,  interspersed  with  flights 
of  eloquence  that  would  have  done  honor  to  some  of  the  most  ■ 
dietingaished  orators  of  our  country.  His  eulogy  on  the  medi- 
cal profession  was  truly  sublime,  and  his  peroration  on  some  of 
its  members  unsurpassed  for  beauty  of  language  and  expression. 
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ApriJ  15,  lft75. — Board  of  Connselore  met  nt  fl  o'clock,  and 
|>ro(eeded  to  elect  ten  additional  Counselor!). 

The  Association  came  to  order  at  10  o'clock,  at  tbe  call  of  the 
President. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Censors,  a  very  able  pa- 
per, waa  read  by  Dr.  Jerome  Cocliran,  of  Mobile. 

A  telegram  was  received  from  the  State  Medical  Association 
of  South  Carolina,  bearing  words  of  greeting  to  the  Medical  Aa- 
Bociation  of  Alabama. 

Dr.  McKeithen,  of  Frattville,  presented  a  paper  on  a  remark- 
able case  of  twin  gestation.  A  colored  woman  gave  birth,  ia 
Frattville,  last  March,  to  two  children — one  a  mulatto,  the  other 
a  fnll-blooded  negro.  Fifteen  minutes  elapsed  between  the  de- 
livery of  the  two.  The  dark  child  was-  bom  firat.  The  umbili- 
cal cords  were  distinct,  and  entered  the  placentse  at  a  common 
point  The  placentse  were  intimately  blended.  The  mother  of 
the  children  is  very  black,  a  true  African,  with  kinky  hair  and 
Hat  Doae.  She  had  been  marrried  ten  years  to  a  husband  of  the 
same  type  as  herself,  and  had  borne  children  previously,  who 
were  all  black,  resembhng  her  husband  and  herself.  There  was 
a  marked  diSereDca  in  these  two  children.  One  was  a  bright 
colored  mulatto,  with  straight,  reddish,  sandy-looking  hair,  and 
hazel  eyes;  the  other  was  black,  with  flat  nose,  thick  lips,  black 
kinky  hair  and  black  eyes.  Both  the  children  are  doing  well. 
Th^  bright  one  looks  the  healthier;  the  black  one  is  the  larger. 
He  believes  the  children  are  the  offspring  of  two  fathers,  differ- 
ing in  "race,  color,  and  perhaps  previous  condition  of  servitude." 
He  related  a  second  case,  of  a  lady  in  good  standing,  who 
gave  birth  to  twins,  in  the  practice  of  one  of  his  friends.  The 
lady  was  married,  and  gave  birth  to  twius,  both  white,  but  so 
unlike  that  it  arrested  the  attention  of  the  accoucheur,  and  he 
determined  to  investigate.  As  the  children  grew,  their  features 
became  more  unlike.  One  had  black  hair,  dark  eyes  and  skin — 
the  image  of  the  husband;  the  other  had  bright  aandy  hair,  blue 
eyes  and  fair  complexion — exactly  similar  to  the  features  of  a 
drug  clerk  who  waa  intimate  with  the  family.  The  doctor  vis- 
ited the  mother,  and,  with  threats  of  exposure,  receive<l  a  con- 
fesaion.  She  said  her  huaband  had  left  home,  to  be  abaent  two 
weeks,  and  she  received  the  drug  clerk  in  her  embraces.  Jus^ 
aa  he  had  completed  the  illicit  intercourse,  the  husband  unex- 
pectedly returned.  He  walked  in  at  the  front  door,  and  the 
Vol.  Xni-N*.  2.-8. 
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derk,  anperoetved,  went  ont  the  back  way.  Coition  took  place 
at  ODce  between  the  haabaad  and  wife;  the  wife  oonoeived  and 
gave  birth  to  twins — another  evidence  that  twins  can  be  born 
with  different  fathers.  He  related  also  a  third  case  in  favor  of 
hie  position. 

Dr.  Biggs  submitted  an  able  paper  oa  malaria,  handling  the 
subject  in  an  able  and  scientific  manner. 

Dr.  Gill  read  a  short  paper  on  lithotomy.  Has  operated  sev- 
enteen times  with  saccess  thronghoat.  He  claims  priority  in  the 
median  operation.  He  also  reported  the  case  of  a  spear-point 
being  taken  from  the  brain  of  a  man  after  it  had  remained  there 
two  years.  He  turned  back  a  flap — fonnd  the  end  of  the  spear- 
point  on  a  line  with  the  external  snr&ce  of  the  craninm — filed 
the  skull  on  either  side — caught  the  steel  with  a  pair  of  tooth 
forceps,  and  extracted  it.  It  had  been  imbedded  in  the  brain 
substance  one  inch.  The  man  had  had  many  convulsions  dur- 
ing the  time.  No  anpleasaut  symptoms  after  its  removal,  and  a 
perfect  recovery  resnlted. 

Dr.  Qaines  made  some  extemporaneous  remarks  on  diphtheria. 
He  thinks  this  disease  occurs  in  any  portion  of  the  body.  Has 
-often  seen  it  beginning  in  the  nose.  Belated  several  cases  of 
interest.  Has  seen  the  whitish  exudation  on  any  portion  of  the 
body  where  an  abrasion  exists  or  a  wound  has  been  made.  When 
the  stomach  becomes  affected,  patients  nearly  all  die.  The  heart 
often  ceases  to  act,  producing  death.  Does  not  know  whether 
pneumogastric  is  primarily  affected  or  not.  Dr.  Gaines  was  re- 
quested to  put  his  remarks  in  writing,  for  publication. 

Association  adjourned. 

The  Association  met  at  2^  o'clock. 

Dr.  Griggs,  of  Georgia,  entertained  the  meeting  with  aft  in- 
teresting address,  and  referred  to  the  cordial  manner  in  which 
be  had  been  received  in  Montgomery. 

The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  then  took  place, 
with  the  following  result: 

President,  Dr.  J.  J.  Dement,  HantsviUe;  1st  Vice-President, 
Dr.  P.  Bryce,  Tuscaloosa;  2d  Vice-President,  Dr.  P.  M.  Peterson, 
Greensboro;  Censor,  Dr.  W.  H.  Anderson,  Mobile;  Orator,  Dr. 
R.  F.  Michel,  Montgomery— alternate.  Dr.  C.  Toiey,  Mobile. 

Board  of  Health  Officers— Dr.  G.  A.  Eetchnm,  five  years;  Dr. 
£.  A.  Semple,  four  years;  Dr.  E.  P.  Gaines,  three  years;  Dr.  0. 
D.  Parke,  two  years;  Dr.  S.  D.  Seelye,  one  year. 
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Dr.  B.  H.  Bigga  waa  re-elected  Secretary,  and  Dr.  W-  C.  Jftok- 
80D  Treasurer. 

Dr.  Seelye,  of  Montgomery,  offered  a  prize  of  |100  for  the  best 
«ssay  on  Bright's  disease  of  the  kidneys,  to  be  decided  by  ootn- 
mittee  at  next  meeting — open  to  the  world. 

Dr.  Ketcham  oS^r^d  a  resolntion  of  thanks  to  the  several  rail- 
roads for  their  coni-tesies;  also  to  the  citizens  of  Montgomery  for 
their  hospitalities. 

The  Association  adjonmed,  to  meet  in  Mobile  on  the  second 
Tnesday  in  April,  1876. 

During  tixe  stay  of  the  Association  in  Montgomery,  many  re- 
ceptions were  given,  and  nothing  was  left  Dndone  to  make  its 
visit  pleasant  and  attractive. 

W.  S.  K. 


MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  GEOB»IA. 

FmST  DAt. 

Satassah,  April  21.  1876. 

Association  convened  at  the  Armory  Hall,  at  10  A.U.,  aboat 
sixty  members  present,  and  was  opened  in  a  brief  address  of 
-welcome  by  Dr.  B.  D.  Arnold,  the  venerable  aestor  of  the  Savan- 
nah professioti,  who  displayed  much  of  Iiis  former  vigor  of  mind 
and  body,  notwithstcinding  advancing  age.  By  designaUoB  of 
the  President,  Dr.  H.  F.  Campbell  of  Aagnsta  responded  very 
briefly  ia  behalf  of  the  assembled  members. 

Dr.  DeS.  Ford,  the  President  elect,  delivered  his  inaogoral 
address.  He  considered  the  subject  of  the  antagonism  between 
science  and  theology — evidencing  a  goodly  familiarity  with  bis 
subject — the  general  sentiment  of  the  address  being  that  science 
and  theology  each  has  its  Geld  of  nsefol  labor,  and  there  need 
not  be,  as  there  should  not  be,  any  conflict  between  the  two. 

The  President  appointed  Drs.  H.  F.  Campbell,  Juriah  Harris 
and  T.  J.  Word  to  fill  vacancies  on  Board  of  Censors  for  the  ses- 
sion.  Dr.  Harris  of  Savannah  introduced  a  resolution  inviting 
to  seats  on  the  floor  visiting  members  of  the  profession,  medical 
officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  members  of  the  city  press. 
Adopted. 
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Dr.  Joriah  Harria,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrange' 
meats,  aimoiinced  the  pn^framme  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
members  aa  follows: 

Wedaesday  evening,  receptiona  at  the  residences  of  Drs. 
Thomas,  Harris  and  Charlton,  from  8  to  11  o'clock.  An  eicor- 
sion  to  the  sea  on  Thursday  afternoon.  Frida;  afternoon,  an 
flxcnraion  by  rail  to  the  Isle  of  Hope. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  introduced  a  reaolation,  which  was 
adopted,  requiring  all  voluntary  commanications  and  reports  of 
congressional  committees  to  be  read  by  title,  to  be  called  up  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  Association.  Under  the  call  for  voluntary 
communications,  the  following  papers  were  tutrodaced:  A  report 
of  twelve  cases  of  opium  poisoning,  by  E.J.  Boacb,M.D.,  Atlanta; 
Urethral  dilatation  on  the  multiple  wedge  principle,  by  John  S. 
Coleman,  M.D.,  Augusta;  Iridotomy,  its  applicability  to  certain 
defects  of  the  eye,  with  a  report  of  four  caees,  by  A.  W.  Calhoun, 
U.D.,  Atlanta;  New  uterine  stem,  secured  by  means  of  a  silver 
stitch  through  the  cervix,  by  V.  H,  Taliaferro,  M.D.,  Atlanta;  The 
influence  of  yellow  fevei  upon  pregnant  and  parturient  women, 
with  a  report  of  cases,  by  A.  J.  Semmes,  M.D.,  Savannah;  The 
treatment  of  tetanus  by  chloral  hydrat,  by  Theo.  Scott,  M.P.; 
The  possibilities  of  the  hypodermic  syringe,  by  DeSanssure  Ford, 
M.D.,  Augusta;  Nutritious  enemata  as  a  means  of  sustaining  life, 
by  A.  Sibley  CampbeU,  M.]>.,  Augusta;  Blood-letting,  by  C.  B. 
Nottingham,  M.D.,  Macon;  Carbolic  acid  as  a  local  aneesthetic  in 
surgical  operationa,  by  Eugene  Foster,  M.D.,  Augusta;  Anaplexia 
of  pneumonitis,  by  J.  E.  SusdorfF,  U.D.,  Macon;  Beport  ef  four 
cases  of  hydatid  degeneration  of  the  ovum,  by  B.  C.  Eve,  M.D., 
Augusta;  Successful  amputation  of  thigh  for  compound,  commin- 
uted fracture  of  middle  third,  several  weeks  after  injury,  by  Rob- 
ert Norton,  M.D.,  Effingham  county. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Censors,  recommending  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  resignation  of  J.  A.  Urquhart,  M.D.,  was  adopted. 

Dr.  Word  introduced  a  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  ex- 
pressing the  esteem  in  which  Dr.  Urquhart  was  held,  and  regret 
at  his  withdrawal  from  the  Association. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland,  the  voluntary  com- 
munications were  called  up  and  read  in  the  order  in  which  they 
were  presented. 

Dr.  KoBch  being  absent,  the  reading  of  his  paper  was  deferred. 

The  paper  by  Dr.  Tahaferro  was  read,  and  specimens  of  tiie 
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uterine  stem  exhibited.  He  called  attention  to  two  kinds  of  ater- 
ine  stem:  one  composed  of  a  section  of  a  steel  watch  spring,  en- 
Teloped  in  cloth  and  coated  with  gutta  percha,  aod  used  for  its 
mechamcal  effect  simply;  the  other,  the  galvanic  stem,  consists 
of  a  strip  of  zinc  and  a  strip  of  copper  riveted  together.  These 
stems  are  retained  in  the  uterus  by  silver  wires  passed  through 
ihe  lower  end  and  through  one  side  of  the  cervix  uten.  The 
wire  is  secured  by  shot  clamped  on  each  end,  and  is  entirely  un- 
irritating  to  the  tissues. 

Dr.  Theo.  Starbuck's  paper,  oo  the  treatment  of  tetanus  by 
chloral  bydrat,  was  read.  He  reported  several  cases  treated  by 
hydrate  of  chloral,  either  alone  or  in  conjunction  with  bromide 
potassium,  or  opium.  In  one  a  small  qnaatity  of  chloroform  by 
inhalation  preceded  the  administration  of  the  chloral.  All  the 
cases  recovered.  Considers  it  important  to  give  the  chloral  re- 
gardless of  the  amount,  hut  regulates  the  quantity  by  the  effect 
>ou  the  spasm.  In  one  of  hia  cases  he  gave  five  and  a  half  ounces 
in  eleven  days.  The  spasms  were  controlled,  bat  no  drowsiness 
was  produced. 

Dr.  A.  W.  Calhoan  read  his  paper  on  Iridotomy  aad  its  ap- 
plicability to  certain  affections  of  the  eye.  This  operation  is  now 
used  largely  as  a  substitute  for  the  old  operation  of  iridectomy. 
The  former  term  signifies  cntting  into  the  iris,  the  latter  cutting 
a  portion  out  of  the  iris.  It  is  indicated  when  a  sm^  artificial 
pupil  is  desired.  The  opening  after  iridectomy  is  often  so  large 
that  the  quantity  of  light  admitted  confuses  vision.  Iridotomy 
is  simply  a  slit  into  the  iris,  mnde  by  a  pair  of  scissors,  and  the 
contraction  of  the  circular  fibres  is  sufficient  to  produce  a  wedge- 
shaped  opening,  having  it«  base  towards  the  pupil.  The  closed 
blades  of  the  scissors  are  introduced  through  an  incision  made 
'  by  a  spear-shaped  knife  at  the  comeo- sclerotic  junction.  Gfeat 
care  is  required  to  avoid  wounding  the  lens  or  its  capsule,  on 
which  one  blade  of  the  scissors  must  rest  in  the  operation. 

F1E8T  DAY-AFTERNOON. 
Dr.  C.  B.  Nottingham,  of  Macon,  read  an  essay  upon  Blood- 
letting, in  which  he  reviewed  the  ground  npon  which  i-ests  thd 
present  disnee  of  the  lancet,  and  taking  position  in  favor  of  a 
discrete  and  enlightened  use  of  this  potent,  and  often  most  effect- 
ive, agent  for  the  stay  of  the  violence  of  disease.  He  combatted 
.the  idea  of  the  change  of  type  of  disease,  as  urged  by  many,  as  a 
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reason  for  the  entire  abandonment  of  the  lancet  This  agent 
was,  in  foitaer  times,  doubtless  greatly  abused,  but  the  present 
entire  disuse  of  Tenesection  is  not  consistent  with  a  truly  enlight- 
ened and  effective  therapia.  He  reviewed  the  conditiooa  in  which 
the  lancet  affords  most  effective  aid  in  pnenmonia  and  other 
phlegnaaiie;  also  in  the  maladies  of  pregnant,  parturient  and 
puerperal  women. 

Dr.  Eugene  Foster  read  an  essay  upon  carbolic  add  as  a  local 
ancesthetic  in  surgical  operations.  He  admits  that  is  a  local  an- 
ffisthetic,  but  has  found  it  to  be  escbarotic  also,  as  the  skin  dies 
and  is  thrown  off;  and  it  is  curious  to  notice  also  that  it  is  fol- 
lowed by  no  sappnration  daring  the  process  of  cicatrization.  It 
produces  great  pain  in  whitlow.  Regards  it,  as  a  local  anfesthetic,. 
to  be  utterly  worthless. 

Dr.  Eve  read  a  paper  for  John  L.  Coleman,  M.D.,  of  Augusta, 
on  the  treatment  of  stricture  on  the  multiple  wedge  principle. 
The  advantage,  he  contends,  over  the  ordinary  conical  bougie  is- 
that  the  wedge  is  introduced  in  sections,  and  consequently  the- 
reeistanoe  is  limited  to  a  single  point,  and  does  not  include  the 
whole  circumference  of  the  constriction.  Uses  quinine  during 
the  treatment  of  stricture  as  a  prophylactic  against  urethral  fever. 

In  the  course  of  discussion  on  this  paper.  Dr.  H.  F.  Campbell 
of  Augusta  said  he  had  always  regarded  catting  a  stricture  and 
perineal  section  as  an  absurdity  until  be  become  acquainted  with 
Sir  Henry  Thompson's  views.  He  always,  until  now,  held  that 
when  the  smallest  instrument  could  be  introduced  he  was  safe,, 
and  a  cure  was  insured  by  gradual  dilatation.  But  Sir  Henry 
Thompson  urges,  in  view  of  the  liability  to  return  even  after 
months  of  tedious  treatment,  that  certain  etriotnres  had  better 
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:.  Coleman  offers  his  plan  for  those  cases  in  which,  by  ordi- 
nary methods,  excepting  perineal  section,  relief  would  not  be 
sufficiently  speedy  to  rescue  the  patient. 

SECOND  DAT. 
Meeting  called  to  order  by  the  President. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  O'Doaiel,  a  committee  of  three  was  appointed 
to  examine  the  books  and  voochers  of  the  Treasurer.     T.  F. 
Walker,  Geo.  A.  Wilcox  and  Jas.  B.  Baird,  committee. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Logan  called  attention  to  the  absence  of  any  law  in 
this  State  for  the  punishment  of  foeticide,  and  read  a  memorial' 
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And  draft  of  a  bill  preseiited  bj  tbe  Atlanta  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine to  the  last  L^^atnre.  The  bill  failed.  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  Associatien  indorse  thia  effort,  and  appoint  a  committee 
to  bring  the  qnestion  before  the  Lti^slature  at  its  next  Bession. 
Adopted.  J.  F.  Logan,  William  Dancau,  Eagene  Foster,  A.  H. 
Kennan  and  B.  S.  Poster,  committee. 

The  report  of  Drs.  A.  W.  Origgs  and  W.  8.  Eendrick,  dele- 
gates to  the  Ifedical  Association  of  Alabama,  was  received. 

Z>r.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  referred  to  the  failure  of  the  passage 
of  the  bill  by  the  last  Congress,  relating  to  the  rank  and  pay  of 
the  medical  officers  of  the  United  States  Army.  He  offered  a 
preamble  and  resolntious,  which  were  adopted,  deprecating  the 
failure  of  Congress  to  act  in  this  matter,  and  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  ni^e  npon  Congress  the  passage 
of  the  bill;  that  a  copy  of  the  resolations  be  sent  to  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Assodation,  and  that  it  and  local  societies  be  re- 
qnested  to  co-operate  in  this  endeavor  to  secnre  justice  towards 
a  meritorious  department  of  the  public  service. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Semmee,  of  Savannah,  read  a  paper  on  the  influence 
of  yellow  fever  upon  pregnant  and  parturient  women;  indicating 
the  disposition  to  abortion  and  premature  labors,  and  the  generei 
opinion  of  phyaiciana  of  the  extreme  fatality  attending  f^ttortions 
and  labors  daring  an  attack  of  yellow  fever.  The  well  known 
and  universal  law,  that  htemorrbage  from  the  uterus  and  vagina 
are  always  present  in  women  of  the  menBtmating  age,  commenc- 
ing about  the  end  of  the  second  or  third  day,  during  an  attack 
of  yellow  fever;  and  the  danger  which  attends  the  exposure  of 
pr^qant  women  to  yellow  fever,  and  the  nececsity  of  removal 
from  localities  where  the  epidemic  prevails. 

The  Dominating  committee  recommended  the  following  offi- 
cers for  the  ensuing  year,  and  tbe  report  was  unanimously 
adopted,  viz:  President,  J.  G.  Thomas,  M.D.,  Savannah;  First 
Vice-President,  T.  J.  Word,  M.D.,  Columbus;  Second  Vice-Pres- 
ident, W.  A.  Greene,  M.D,,  Americna;  Censor,  T,  J.  Charlton, 
M.D.,  Savannah. 

Augusta  was  unanimously  selected  as  the  nest  place  of  meet- 
ing- 

Dr.  Ford  read  a  paper  by  Dr.  L.  A.  Dugas,  on  mania-a-portu, 
recommending  for  its  treatment  cold  douches  to  tbe  head  and 
entire  body,  not  to  be  continued  for  more  than  three  minutes. 
Does  not  use  narcotics. 
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Dr.  Bob't  F.  Myers,  SavaDnah,  read  the  history  of  a  case  of 
fistul^iQ-ano  treated  by  the  local  use  of  u  solution  of  sulphate 
of  qniuiiie,  gr.  s  to  water  1y,  continued  three  weeks,  with  perfect 

Also  a  case  of  resuscitation  from  chloroform  poisoning,  by  U. 
Nelaton's  method;  a  case  of  amputation  of  arm,  recovering  in 
four  weeks;  stump  dressed  with  carbolized  oil,  i.e.,  carbolic  acid, 
3ij;  boUed  linseed  oil,  Inij.  Also  a  case  of  a  pEichydermatocele 
of  the  left  labium  majns  of  unusual  size;  weight  9^  pounds; 
reached  to  the  knee.  Wound  healed,  but  death  occurred  in  one 
month,  from  brokeo-dowD  constitntioD. 

Dr.  Purse  read  a  paper;  Dr.  Word  also. 

THIED  DAT. 

Association  convened,  the  President  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  appointed  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
rejwrted  that  they  found  them  correct. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  at  the  preceding  meet- 
ing, to  revise  the  by-laws,  was  amended  and  adopted. 

A  resolution  was  introduced  by  Dr.  Eugene  Foster,  and 
adopted,  providing,  in  the  event  the  funds  of  the  Association 
did  not  warrant  the  publication  of  the  transactions  in  the  usual 
form,  that  the  authors  of  the  papers  be  allowed  to  pubhsh  them 
in  any  medical  journal. 

Dr.  Bauschenberg,  of  Atlanta,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Hygiene,  read  his  report,  explaining  the  significance  and  import- 
ance of  hygiene,  its  present  statue  in  the  United  States  and  in 
Georgia,  and  the  relation  which  the  medical  profession  and  med- 
ical organizations  occupy  towards  it.  He  elucidated  the  great 
influence  of  sanitary  investigations  and  sanitary  laws  ant}  regu- 
lations upon  the  physical,  inteUectual  and  moral  progress  of 
communities  and  populations,  and  the  great  duty  of  the  medical 
profession,  not  only  to  inquire  into  the  nature  and  treatment, 
but  also  into  the  cause  and  mode  of  prevention  of  disease,  so  that 
the  mortality  of  mankind  might  be  decreased,  and  its  integrity, 
physically,  mentally  and  morally,  improved.  He  congratulated 
the  State  on  ber  acdnowledgment  of  the  duty  of  not  only  protect- 
ing the  lives  of  her  citizens  against  the  assassin  and  murderer, 
but  also  against  the  manifold  causes  of  disease  uncontrollable  by 
individuals,  and  only  amenable  to  proper  sanitary  laws  and  reg- 
ulations, such  as  Dr.  Thomas'  late  law,  creating  a  State  Board  of 
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Health,  initiates.  He  iinallj  illuatrated  the  uatnre  of  the  taek 
-now  before  the  profession  and  medical  societies  in  relation  to 
sanitary  service,  and  expressed  the  wish  that  the  Georgia  Medi- 
cal Association  might  keep  this  task  permaneDtly  before  her,  and 
mi^ht  succeed  in  establishing  all  the  sanitary  reforms,  in  city, 
town  and  country,  which  are  required  for  the  welfare  of  her  in- 
habitanta,  and  that  her  citizens,  in  recognition  of  the  benefits  of 
these  measures,  might  soon  become  firm  advocates  and  zealous 
friends  of  sanitary  legislation. 

A  commonication  from  Dr.  A.  Means  was  read,  on  the  chemi- 
cal composition  and  antiseptic  properties  of  salicylic  acid. 

Dr.  Rauscheoberg,  of  Atlanta,  introduced  a  resolution  ol 
thanks  to  Dr.  J.  O.  Thomas  for  his  services  in  superintending 
the  passage  of  the  law  creating  a  State  Board  of  Health.  Unan' 
imouslj  adopted. 

Also  a  resolution  requesting  the  State  Medical  Board  to  zeal- 
oDsly  prosecute  its  labors  in  examining  dmggists,  and  that  the 
press  of  the  State  be  requested  to  pablish  the  resolution.  Adopted, 

A  paper  by  Dr.  Schaffer,  of  Lawrence  ville,  on  Imperforate 
Hymen,  and  other  obstrnctions  to  menstruation,  was  called  up 
and  read. 

Dr.  Eve,  of  Augusta,  read  an  essay  on  the  Influence  of  the 
Ovaries  in  Uterine  Disease. 

Dr.  H.  F.  Campbell,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Gynecol- 
ogy for  the  Eighth  Congressional  District,  presented  bis  report. 
He  said:  Every  sesual  abnormaUty  may  present  two  momentous 
desiderata,  the  health  of  the  patient  and  the  relief  of  sterility; 
both  ends  are  compromised  by  uterine  displacements.  Chains  of 
nervoos  connection  bring  the  uterus  into  close  relationship  with 
other  parts  of  the  body.  Hence,  in  many  instances  mental  de- 
pression accompanies  sterility.  A  displaced  womb,  free  from 
disease,  would  be  a  typical  case  of  uterine  displacement.  It  mat- 
ters not  how  pressed  upon  and  distorted,  to  replace  and  retain 
the  organ  would  be  the  simple  and  only  duty  of  the  physician. 
But  these  are  not  the  kind  of  cases  usually  encountered  in  prac- 
tice. The  complications  met  with  present  the  most  serious  ob- 
stacles to  retention  in  situ;  such  as  increased  size,  weif^ht,  ulcer- 
ation, polypoid  excrescences,  and  many  other  conditions,  so  that 
replacement  is  unnecessary,  as  retention  is  impossible  until  these 
most  troublesome  compUcations  are  removed. 

To  effect  replacement,  the  knee-and- breast  posture  offers  the 
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most  effectaal  maaoe,  antl  its  range  of  applicability  is  wider  than 
anj  other  means  that  cau  be  employed.  This  position  bad  its 
exiBtence  as  a  remedy  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  centnry, 
and  was  used  tor  replacing  the  prolapsed  fanis. 

Dr.  Marion  Sims  has  particularly  described  it,  and  in  his  ear- 
lier experience  attached  great  importance  to  it  in  operations  for 
vesico- vaginal  fistula.  He,  however,  now  substitntes  the  semi- 
prone  podtioD.  The  semi-prone  postnre  is  most  convenient  for 
certain  operations,  bat  is  not  effective  in  many  conditions  that 
Sims  is  describing  it  did  not  contemplate.  The  most  valaable 
application  of  the  knee  and  breast  posture  is  its  applicability  for 
replacement  of  the  uterus  occupying  any  mal-position.  It  is  the 
only  proper  position  in  which  to  attempt  the  replacement  of  the 
uterus;  by  it  gravity  is  reversed.  But  this  position  alone  will  not 
replace  the  womb.  Pneumatic  pressore  in  the  vagina  is  an  in- 
disputable element  in  the  process.  The  labia  should  be  separated 
to  enable  the  air  to  enter,  and  it  will  be  found  that  a  sufficient 
amoont  will  enter,  even  through  a  very  narrow  opening  in  the 
hymen.  A  great  advantage  of  the  method  is  it  places  the  means 
of  relief  in  the  hands  of  the  patient  herself,  and  if  practiced  every 
night,  and  perseveringly,  is  very  efficient.  He  alluded  to  the  use 
made  of  this  method  by  the  late  Dr.  Milton  Anthony,-  of  Augusta 
as  early  as  the  year  1836. 

The  allusion  of  Dr.  Campbell,  called  forth  from  Dr.  Battey,  of 
Atlanta,  a  feeling  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Milton  Anthony,  the 
friend  and  counselor  of  his  parents,  whose  fostering  hand  had 
opened  for  the  first  time  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day,  and  con- 
ducted him  safely  through  the  manifold  dangers  of  puling  infancy. 
A  man  who  bad  in  bis  useful  life  endeared  himself  to  the  com- 
munity he  served,  and  to  the  learned  profession  which  he 
adorned. 

Dr.  Nottingham  offered  a  series  of  resolutions  looking  to  the 
futnre  organization,  by  the  United  States  Congress,  of  a  National 
Health  ConnciL  He  deprecated  the  attachment  of  a  mere  health 
bareau  to  one  of  the  departments,  and  desired  the  creation  of  a 
separate  department,  devoted  exclusively  to  this  great  and  most 
important  work  of  sanitary  science. 

Drs.  Westmoreland  and  Campbell  spoke  in  support  of  the 
measure. 

Dr.  Foster,  of  Augusta,  introduced  a  resolution  calling  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  three  to  again  memorialize  the 
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LegiBlatare  of  Georgia  for  the  establiBhment  of  an  Inebriate  ksj- 
lorn  in  the  State,  which  was  enpported  in  brief  addresses  by  Dra. 
Campbell  and  Eve.  Adopted.  Committee,  Dra.  Foster,  Meyers 
and  Nottingham. 

Dr.  Eolloch  moved  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  memo- 
rialize tiie  LegiBlatnre  for  the  legalization  of  dissections  in  Geor- 
gia.   Adopted. 

]>r.  Robert  P.  Myers  moved  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  draft  a  form  for  certificates  of  membership,  and  design  for  a 
seal  for  the  Associatron.  Adopted.  Committee,  Drs.  Myera, 
Bsttey  and  Wilcox. 

The  President  appointed  tbe  following  delegates  to  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Association,  namely:  Drs.  T,  F.  Walker,  of  Coch- 
rane; W.  01)aDiel,  of  Twiggs  coanty;  E.  J.  Kirkscey,  P.  A. 
Stanford,  T.  J.  Word  and  T.  S.  Toggle,  of  Columbns;  Robert 
Battey,  W.  F.  Westmoreland,  W.  A.  Love,  G.  G.  Crawford  and 
J.  T.  Johnson,  of  Atlanta;  B.  B.  Arnold,  Jnriah  Harris,  B.  P. 
Myers,  J.  G.  Thomas,  R.  H.  Lewis,  of  Savannah;  G.  E.  Susdorff, 
W.  B.  Borgess,  W.  F.  Holt  and  C.  B.  Nottingham,  of  Macon;  fi. 
F.  Campbell,  L.  A.  Dngas,  B.  0.  Eve  and  W.  H.  Donghty,  of 
Angnsta ;  T.  S.  Hopkins,  of  Thorn  wille ;  Q.  W.  Holmes,  of  Borne ; 
B.  R  DoBter,  of  Blakely.  To  which,  on  motion,  tbe  name  of  the 
President  was  added. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Battey,  of  Atlanta,  the  nsual  reaolntions  of 
thanks  were  onanimoosly  adopted ;  and  after  a  brief  farewell  from- 
the  President,  the  Association  adjourned  to  tbe  meeting  in  An- 
gnsta next  year,  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  April. 

J.  B.  B. 


#uv  dxrbangeiS. 


Odontalgia. — Tbe  police  reporter  of  the  AManta  Daily  Herald 
is,  to  nse  his  own  vemaonlar,  a  "  festive  "  fellow,  of  infinite  jest 
and  linmor.  Id  a  recent  issue  be  brings  to  onr  table  the  follow- 
ing very  expressive  delineation  of  the  animns  of  an  odontalgia, 
martyri 

"  OraoloDB,  Oodfte; !  How  it  pains  mv. 
Lord;!  don't  that  old  tooth  jnmp ! 
Seems  m  though  ten  thousand  devils 
Fried  with  oroirban  annod  its  stump. 
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Whewl  can't  Mme  one  give  ma  somethiDg, 

Jnst  to  stop  this  blasted  pain  ? 
Hot  dropal  landttnnm!  oloTSS,  or  hop-bag! 

Quick!  or  I  ahall  be  iosane. 
Stop  that  ternal  baby's  sqnalUng! 

Rethrew!  don't  mj  tooth  aohe  sweat 
Dam  Uiftt  est!  Id  like  to  kill  it, 

Alvkya  ander  someone's  fast 
Jore,  rd  like  to  fight  with  some  one, 

Just  to  get  107  jav  stove  in; 
Fire !  Harder  I  Qodfrey  diamonds ! 

Oh,  it's  scliiDg  DOW  like  sin. 
Howling,  am  I  ?  well  I  know  it, 

And  I  guess  that  jou'd  howl  too. 
If  ;on  had  a  blasted  tootbaohe, 

Same  as  this,  Iroobling  70a. 
'Conrse  I  know  it  don't  relieve  me. 

But  I'm  oraz;  with  the  pftin. 
Ain't  there  anything  to  ease  it  ? 

Let  me  tr;  the  bops  again. 
There  now,  gently,  plaos  then  eosj, 

Phew !  they're  hot '.  just  let  em  cool. 
Well,  pnt  'em  on.  You're  bound  to  bnrn  me; 

There,  yon're  done  it !    Dam  a  fool !" 

Geoloov  and  the  Bible.— It  ia  well  known,  that  wlien  the  stud^ 
of  geology  first  arose,  it  was  involved  Iq  interminable  achemea  of 
reconciliation  with  the  letter  of  Scripture.  There  were  and  are 
two  modea  of  reconciliation,  which  have  each  totally  failed.  The 
one  attempts  to  wrest  the  words  of  the  Bible  from  their  real  mean- 
ing, and  force  them  to  apeak  the  langoage  of  science;  and  the 
other  attempts  to  falsify  science  to  meet  the  supposed  require- 
ments of  the  Bible.  The  "  Seventy,"  finding  that  the  hare  was 
described  as  chewing  the  end,  inserted  the  word  "not;"  and  on 
the  other  hand  the  Jesnits,  in  edititing  Newton's  "Principia,"  an- 
nounced in  the  preface  that  they  were  constrained  to  treat  the 
theory  of  gravitation  as  a  fictitions  hypothesis,  else  it  would  con- 
flict with  the  decrees  of  the  popes  againat  the  motion  of  the  earth. 

But  there  is  another  reconciliation  of  a  higher  kind,  or  rath- 
er not  a  f  ecoDciliation,  but  an  acknowledgment  of  the  affinity  and 
identity  which  exist  between  the  spirit  of  science  and  the  spirit 
of  the  Bible.  First,  there  is  a  likeness  of  the  gesetl  spirit  of  the 
Bible  truths;  and,  secondly,  there  ia  a  likeness  in  the  methods. 
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For  inetancfl,  tbe  geological  truth  which  our  illuBtrions  sta- 
deot  v&B  the  chief  instmment  in  clearly  setting  forth  and  es- 
tabliehing  was  the  doctrine,  wrongbt  out  by  careful,  cautious  in- 
qniry  in  all  parts  of  tbe  world,  that  tbe  frame  of  this  earth  was- 
bronght  into  its  present  condition  not  by  sudden  and  violent  con- 
TulsionB,  bat  by  the  slow  and  silent  action  of  the  same  canees 
which  we  see  now,  but  operating  through  a  long  succession  of 
ages  beyond  the  memory  and  imagination  of  man.  There  need 
be  no  question  whether  this  doctrine  agrees  or  not  with  the  let- 
ter of  Uie  Bible.  We  do  not  expect  it  would.  For,  had  there 
been  no  such  scientific  conclusions,  we  now  know  perfectly  well, 
from  our  increased  insight  into  the  nature  and  origin  of  the  ear- 
ly biblical  records,  that  they  were  not  and  coold  not  be  literal, 
prosaic,  matter-of-fact  descriptions  of  the  beginning  of  the  world, 
of  which,  as  of  its  end,  no  man  knoweth  or  can  conceive  except 
by  figures  or  parables.  It  is  now  clear  to  ail  students  of  the  Bi- 
ble that  the  first  and  second  chapters  of  Qenesis  contain  two  nar- 
ratives of  the  creation  side  by  side,  differing  from  each  other  in 
almost  every  particular  of  time  and  place  and  order.  It  is  now 
known  that  tbe  vast  epochs  demanded  by  scientific  observation 
are  incompatible  both  with  the  6,000  years  of  the  Mosiac  chro- 
nology and  the  six  days  of  the  Mosaic  Creation.  No  one  now 
infers  from  the  Bible  that  the  earth  is  fixed,  that  it  cannot  be 
moved,  that  tbe  sun  does  literally  go  forth  as  a  bridegroom  from 
his  chamber,  or  that  the  stars  sung  with  an  andibte  voice  in  the 
dawn  of  the  creation. — Dean  Slanley,  in  the  Funeral  Discourse  of 
Sir  Charles  Lyell,  in  Popular  Science  Monthly  for  May. 

Masagement  of  Hydbocele. — Mr.  E.  Lund,  of  the  Manchester 
Hospital,  in  a  recent  report,  says  "the  secret  of  success  in  the 
man^ement  of  hydrocele  consists  in  thoroughly  distending  tbe 
aac  of  the  hydrocele,  by  first  noting  tbe  number  of  fiuid  ounces 
of  serum  drawn  off,  and  then  injecting  at  least  one  ounce  more 
of  port  wine,  so  as  thoroughly  to  expand  and  fill  the  sac." 

A  Gesnix)ts.v  saw  an  advertisement  that  a  receipt  for  the  cure 
of  dyspepsia  might  be  had  by  sending  two  postage  stamps  to  the 
advertiser,  and  the  answer  was;  "Dig  your  own  garden,  and  let 
whisky  alone." 

The  duck  is  the  Egyptian  symbol  for  a  physician. 
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A  NOVEL  has  been  recently  iaeu«d  in  England,  the  hero  of 
vhich  is  an  enthusiastic  homceopathist;  and  b;  its  practice  he  is 
«aabled  to  cure  the  most  hopeless  cases,  to  win  fame  and  wealth, 
and  at  last  to  manj  hie  sveetheart,  who  at  one  time  rejected  him 
becanse  he  embraced  the  doctrines  of  homoeopathy.  The  wicked 
persons  of  the  "tale"  believe  in  contrary  medical  theories,  and 
are  contiDually  shown  np  in  very  damaging  positions  thronghoat 
the  whole  volume.  This  is  certainly  a  novel  way  of  propagating 
medical  theories,  and  has  been  already  opposed  by  some  of  the 
adherents  of  homoeopathy,  who  argae  that  a  Bcientiiic  discovery 
is  not  beat  advanced  by  placing  it  on  a  level  with  fairy  tales. — 
Phartnaod  QaieUe. 

Infintesiual  Dosino. — Dr.  John  C.  Peters,  in  hisiaddress  on 
"  Sects  in  Medicine,"  delivered  before  the  New  York  Medico-Le- 
gal Society,  says:  "The  Tartar  physiciaBS,  or  Llama  doctors, 
have  long  superseded  infintesimal  doses,  as,  if  they  do  not  happen 
to  have  any  medicine  with  them,  they  are  by  no  means  discon- 
-certed,  for  they  merely  write  the  name  of  the  remedy  they  wish 
to  give  on  a  little  scrap  of  paper,  moisten  this  with  the  saliva, 
roll  it  up  into  a  pill,  which  the  patient  tosses  down  hia  throat 
with  the  same  perfect  confidence  as  he  would  aloes,  assafoetida, 
or  any  other  remedy.  To  swallow  the  name  of  the  remedy,  or  to 
take  the  medicine  Itself,  say  the  Tartar  physidans,  by  any  patient, 
comes  to  precisely  the  same  thing.  If  paper  is  not  at  band,  the 
name  of  the  diug  is  written  with  clay  or  chalk  upon  a  board, 
which  is  then  washed  ofT,  and  the  patient  swallows  the  liquid." 

Some  of  our  physicians  even  dispense  with  this  formality,  and 
do  not  give  any  medicine  at  all.  They  certainly  have  the  advan- 
tage over  the  Tartar  doctors,  as  they  save  themselves  some  trou- 
ble and  do  not  run  the  frightful  risk  of  misspelling  the  name  of 
the  drug  and  perchance  killing  the  patient — Mediad  Record. 

Malleablb  glass  that  can  be  hammered  is  nothing  new.  Bng- 
gina  has  a  glass  still  unbroken,  thoogh  he  has  kept  pnnch-in-it 
at  intervals  for  several  years. 

The  Mew  York  World  wants  to  know  if  a  man  with  a  cough  is 
not  a  hackman. 
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We  ocovpi  oonsideuable  space  in  the  present  numbed  of  the 
JonsNAi.  with  the  reports  sent  us  from  the  Medical  AssociationB 
of  Alabamit  and  Georgia  at  their  recent  annual  meetingB.  Whilst 
these  reports  are  necessarily  brief,  and  less  complete  than  we 
could  desire,  they  will  nevertheless  be  read  with  interest,  by  those 
of  oar  readers  whose  professional  duties  have  deprived  them  of 
ihe  privilege  of  attendance  upon  the  meetings. 

Aithougb  in  attendance  in  person  at  the  Georgia  Association, 
our  several  official  duties  deprived  us  of  the  opportunity  of  hear- 
ing and  enjoying  the  major  part  ot  the  essays  read  and  the  dis- 
ouBsions  thereon.  We  are  wan-anted,  however,  in  saying  that 
the  attendance  at  Savannah,  though  not  the  Isfgest  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Association,  reached  nearly  or  quite  one  hundred 
members,  and  embraced  an  onusual  number  of  what  might  be 
termed  really  representative  men  of  the  profession  of  the  State. 

The  hospitality  of  the  Savannah  profession  was  most  cordial, 
and  manifested  in  a  free-banded  profusion,  the  animus  of  which 
we  are  obUged  both  to  admire  and  appreciate;  and  yet  we  must 
be  permitted  to  say  that  we  deprecale  these  costly  entertainments 
of  our  State  Associations.  In  the  acceptance  of  such  hospitali- 
ties we  feel  always  a  personal  constraint  which  adds  nothing  to 
the  enjoyment  of  the  occasion,  but  rather  detracts  from  it  That 
there  are  any  who  follow  in  the  wake  of  our  Association  with  an 
«ye  to  the  loaves  and  fishes,  or  even  to  the  sparkling  nectar  which 
exhilarates  the  brain  and  loosens  the  tongue,  we  are  loath  to  be- 
lieve. The  Georgia  profession,  in  the  aggregate,  is  impeoonious 
to  a  degree,  and  we  know  of  none  who  can  be  esteemed  in  any 
«enBe  wealthy.  The  money  lavished  npon  these  annual  assem- 
blages, though  freely  and  heartily  given,  cannot  be  viewed  other- 
wise than  a  burden  upon  those  who  give,  and  a  like  burden  upon 
those  who  accept  it.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  a  great  effort  has 
been,  and  is  being,  made  all  over  the  State  to  stay  the  tide  of  sad 
havoc  which  intemperance  is  yearly  making  amongst  the  best  of 
our  population — and  what  class  is  soffering  more  than  our  own 
profession — it  is  pertinent  to  ask,  is  it  not  the  duty  of  our  medi- 
cal bodies,  in  theit  festivities,  to  withhold  the  intoxicating  cup 
and  stand  neatral,  at  least,  npon  the  great  qnestion  involved? 
We  are  glad  to  see  Uiat  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the 
approaching  meeting  of  the  American  Uedical  Association  at 
Louisville  have  so  thought  and  determined. 
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Gi>or<rm's  venerable  metropolitan  cilv  by  the  Beaside,  bedecked 
in  the  effulgence  of  blossoming  spring  time,  redolent  with  the 
perfame  of  its  semi-tropical  gariands,  embowered  beneath  the 
nurturing  booghs  of  hnr  antiquated  oaks,  sporting  in  her  youth- 
ful hilarity  through  the  parks  and  shaded  squares  which  invite 
one's  tarrying  at  every  turn,  was  never  more  beautiful  and  en- 
chanting than  now.  The  air  of  quiet  Inxaiy  and  ease  which 
pervades  the  corridors  and  drawing-rooms  of  so  many  of  her 
princely  mansions,  everywhere  indented  by  the  finger  of  time, 
tempts  one  to  a  most  weloome  unbending  from  the  tension  of 
our  daily  treadmill  toil,  to  a  wide  throwing  open  of  the  secret- 
chambers  of  the  heart  in  grateful  response  to  the  lavished  hospi- 
talities of  her  generous-hearted  citizens.  The  occasion  could  not 
be  other  than  one  of  delightful  recreation  and  real,  hearty  enjoy- 
ment. 

The  number  of  essays  read  at  the  meeting  was  large.  Many- 
of  them  evidenced  mature  thought,  and  were  listened  to  by  an 
attentive  aaditory.  It  was  pleasant  to  see  the  harmony  of  the 
occasion  unbroken  by  a  ripple  upon  the  surface,  and  the  whole 
time  of  the  body  given  to  the  scientific  and  professional  objects 
of  its  assemblage.     May  it  always  be  so. 

The  next  meeting  was  set  down  for  Augusta  with  a  pleasant 
unanimity,  and  a  tacitly  implied  pledge  given  for  Macon  in  the 
following  year. 

Dr.  John  T.  Dixon,  of  Meriwether  county,  Georgia,  writes  us 
that  he  has  picked  up  several  papers  and  a  photograph,  which 
were  blown  by  the  late  tornado  from  the  wrecked  house  of  a 
friend  in  Harris  county,  who,  most  unfortunately,  lost  his  wife 
and  three  children  in  the  fearful  war  of  the  elements.  It  is  not 
a  little  singular  that  the  artiolea  found  by  Dr.  Dixon  were  but 
slightly  soiled  in  their  furious  transit  of  thirty  miles. 

\iz  Ijearn  that  the  wife  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Chappell,  near  Rocky 
Mount,  in  Meriwether  county,  brought  forth  two  girls  and  a  boy 
on  the  14th  inst.  The  mother  and  offspring  are  doing  well.  Dr. 
J.  J.  Addy,  Dra  J.  P.  and  J.  W.  Taylor  and  Dr.  W.  H.  Hardison 
were  the  physicians  in  attendance. 

An  Offer. — To  the  first  one  of  our  old  snbacribsrs  who  will 
send  us  a  single  copy  of  the  number  of  this  Journal  for  October,. 
1861,  we  will  credit  upon  our  books  an  entire  year's  subscription. 
Who  will  send  it  ? 
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THE  TKEATSENT  OF  UTERINE  DISPLAOEHENTS. 

{Tterine  Displacentents  Treated  bf  Fodtion,  Pneumatio  FieffiiiTe  asd 

Heohonic^  Applianoes. 

Bi  Psor.  H.  F.  CAHPBELL,  H.D.,  or  Acamru,  Oi. 

By  the  conrtes;  of  a  friend  attending  the  Medical  Association 
ef  Georgia,  we  are  enabled  to  give  the  foUowiDg  abstract  of  Prof. 
Campbell's  remarks  at  the  recent  meeting  in  Savajinah,  of  which 
we  gave  a  brief  synopsis  in  onr  report  is  the  May  Journal.  This 
paper  waa  crowded  out  of  that  nnmber. — Ed.  Jour. 

Dr.  Heniy  F.  Campbell,  of  Augusta,  Profeaaor  of  Oper&tiva 
Surgery  and  Gynfecology  in  the  Medical  College  of  Georgia,  was 
chairmaa  of  the  Committee  on  Gyntecology  of  the  Eighth  Dis- 
trict. He  gave  a  verbal  resume  of  his  lengthy  report  on  TJlerioe 
Displacements  and  their  Treatment  by  Position,  Pneumatic  Fres- 
sore  and  Mechanical  Appliance. 

Dr.  Campbell  said :  Every  sexual  abnormality  may  present 
two  momentous  desiderata:  first,  the  health  of  the  patient;  sec< 
ondlj,  the  relief  of  sterility.  Both  these  ends,  it  is  well  known, 
are  materially  compromised  by  uterine  displacements.  Scarcely 
any  uterine  affection  can  escape  complication  with  some  form  or 
d^^ee  of  malposition;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  no  malpodtion 
can  persistently  continue  without  at  least  a  liabilily  to  both  stmo- 
tnral  and  functional  change.  He  said  that  though  the  seTeral 
affections,  comprehended  under  the  general  bead  of  aterine  dis- 
placements, were  well  undentood  by  the  profession,  and  thongh 
they  were  generally  carefully  catalogued  or  tabulated  in  all  worka 
on  diseases  of  woman,  still  there  is  liability  to  mianndetstonding 
Tou  XHL— Ke.  3.-9. 
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and  confasion  in  their  etndy,  on  aocotmt  of  the  imperfect  and 
incomplete  classifioation  of  the  several  epecies  of  malpoaition. 
The  Bflverol  forms  of  the  varions  conditions  recogrni^ed  as  "  dis- 
placements," while  they  bear  safficient  resemblance  to  e&ch  other 
to  admit  of  class  association,  still  there  are  generic  d^erenani, 
which  widely  separate  them,  and  which,  ontil  they  are  recognized 
in  ihe  tabalated  classifications  of  the  joamals  and  books,  most 
erer  lead,  and  have  already  led,  to  mach  confasion  in  their  dis- 
cussion. He  is  aware  that  any  change  in  the  established  and 
long  recognized  relations  of  things,  even  thongh  those  relations 
may  be  false  and  inaccnrate,  is  always  regarded  with  disfavor  by 
the  profession;  bat  inasmnch  as,  in  this  case,  the  evils  of  false 
classification  most  be  felt  by  every  one,  and  must  constantly  lead 
to  increasing  confusion  year  after  year,  be  has  proposed  the  fol- 
lowing arrangement,  the  principal  featare  of  which  may  be  said  to 
consist  in  the  inlroduclion  of  genera  and  the  recognition  of  generic 
differences,  by  which  the  vicionB  and  incongruoas  association  of 
incognate  species  has  been  substituted  by  one  which  is  more 
congenial  and  natural  While  the  nomenclature  of  uterine  dis- 
placements is,  in  general,  sufficiently  descriptive,  new  names;  in 
many  instances,  might  be  substituted  to  advantage;  still  Dr.  C. 
retains  the  long  recognized  terms,  rather  than  incur  the  risk  of 
confusion,  which  the  introduction  of  new,  even  though  more  defi- 
nite ones,  might  produce. 

TABULAE  AEBANOEMEST  OP  DTEEINE  DTSPLiCEMENTa 
Definition. — Conditions  of  the  uterus,  more  or  less  affecting 
the  health  and  fecundity  of  the  subject,  in  which,  whether  from 
elevaiion  or  depression;  or  from  changed  direction;  or  from  altered 
form,  this  organ,  or  any  portion  of  it,  has  become  abnormally 
related,  to  either  the  planes  or  the  axes  of  iia  containing  cavity, 
the  pelvis,  or  to  the  other  organs  therein  contained.  They  may 
be  recognized  under  the  following  several  genera: 


aratUS  IST— lUUOSITIOKS— ABEBBATIOHB   OF   LBVBI4    OB   HOBKAI.   PI.tKI. 

Infliftnce  on  MerulrualUm,  Gmceplion  and  Pregnanci/. 

a.  AsoanL  1  UeDstirutian   modified —generally   excessive,  without 

b.  Deaoent,  1  pain.  ProBpeota  of  conception— not  alwaya,  bnt 
e-  FroUpsnH.  |  genenll;,  impaired.  Fregnaacj  iaseoon — liable  to 
d.  Procidentia-  J     abortion  until  after  qnickening. 

■HOB  2d.  oBLiQumsa  ob  DBTUTtotra.  — ubbb4TI0K3  or  nmEcnos,  ob  or 

HOBMU.   LXIB.  1 

trfftatnet  on  MtaatruaiUm,  Cbnctption  and  Pregnancy. 

a.  Anteveislon.        1  MenBtraation  diaturbed— Renerall;  painAil. 

b.  BstrorenrioD.  >- Frospeots  of  conoeption  always  serionalyimpairad. 
c  Latero-varsioD.    )  Abortion  always  imminent  at  lima  of  qQi(JceiiiBg. 
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UTERINE  DISPLACEMENTS. 


■a.  Antefleiion. 
b.  Betrofleiion. 
e.  lAteivflezion. 
d.  Inversion. 


Meitslriiaiion,  Pngjtanq/  and  Conception. 

1  In  most  of  the  species,  menBtmatian  is  defi- 
cient liDdpiuiiful —  "obgtrnotivedyBmenoT- 
tb<sii"— conception  aim ust  hopeless,  troa 
Don-contact  of  "germ-oells  vitli  sperm- 
cells."  In  rare  esses  of  accidental  concep- 
tion, (as  may  happen  to  some  of  tbe  spa- 
i.  Cervical  Elongation.  cies)  abortion,  in  most  of  them,  almost  m- 

/.  Cervical  Conslriotioa.  svilable.      Where  the  conditions   of  tb« 

g.  Tubal  Constriction.  Bab-genae  exist  to  the  full  degree,  coooep- 

''on  is  impossible. 

Ah  the  title  of  the  paper  woald  indicate,  poBition  and  what 
he  styles  "  pneamatic  preeaiire,"  has  the  fullest  consideratioii  in 
Dr.  Campbell's  report.  He  arges  the  importance  and  indiapeD- 
aable  necesaity  of  knee  and  breast  poatare,  in  the  treatment  of 
nearly  all  those  conditions  which  can  properly  be  called  uterine 
displacementa  He  reports,  in  full,  bis  satisfactory  experience  in 
the  Qse  of  this  "postural  treatment"  of  uterine  displacements^ 
during  a  period  of  over  thirty  years.  "  It  has  been  an  unwritten 
tradUion  among  many  of  the  physiciiins  of  oar  school  for  years 
before  my  own  time."  In  tracing  the  history  of  kuee-and-breaat 
posture,  he  finds  that  it  is,  by  no  means,  a  new  or  recent  device — 
finding  mention  of  it  as  applied,  for  one  object  or  another,  since 
the  year  1701.  Like  many  of  the  inventions  of  gyntecology — as 
the  speculum,  the  sponge-tent  and  uterine  sound — "genu-pecto- 
ral  posture"  has  been  the  subject,  time  after  time,  of  discovery, 
oblivion,  re-discovery,  neglect  and  revival.  The  most  recent  re- 
vival of  its  application  was  that  of  Dr.  Marion  Sims,  in  1852. 
His  recommendations  of  it,  for  a  bri^  period,  called  general  at- 

'These  are  associated  as  a  "  snb-ffenus" — for,  thongh  Benerolly  described 
with  dlsplncements,  they  are  only  distortions,  but  not  displacements.  Ws 
iniKbt,  to  the  genera  and  species  here  Brronged.  have  added  what  might  be 
called  >' varielies"— thus:  In  every  species  of  displacement  there  are  doTrcM; 
there  are  nil  degrees  oi  downward  displacement— the  division  into  spedes  id 
tafBcient  for  them— but  in  the  "Obliqnitiee,"  these  degrees  of  fundai  depres- 
sion might  be  graded  into  varioties;  as  also  in  the  lateral  deviations.  Still 
more  pertinent  would  be  a  series  of  varietiEs  in  (Jie  "I>iHtortions,"  sU  degrees 
and  directions  nf  carve  or  nnguUr  bend;  Also  tbe  IocIUks  of  Che  curve  or 
bend;  whether  in  the  neck  or  in  the  body,  (as  some  claim  may  occnr)  or  at 
the  junction  of  nech  and  body.  Then  again,  in  the  sub-genus  of  distortions, 
we  might  sIko  eHta>>liKh  vaTielita;  rm  Che  hinds  and  degrees  of  cervical  elonga- 
tion; the  kind  a-  d  degrees  of  cervical  constriction;  whether  congenital  or 
aci|nired,  whether  plastic  i>r  inflamuiatiiry.  complete  or  iocomplete,  straight 
or  devioas.  etc.  Again,  in  "tnbnl  consti-iction,"  whether  single  or  double, 
inflammatory  or  congestive  or  indurated,  etc.  All  thene  abnoTmnlitlee  might 
be  intruducod,  to  ceustitnte  varieties,  ia  legitimate  aconrdance  with  the  troB 
principles  of  closaiftcation,  but  our  earnest  desire  ie  to  bt  usefiii,  and  sDch 
additions  might  eomptieat«  the  t<Meau  to  such  nc  eitHUt  that  it  might  not 
'be  entertained  and  afaipted  by  the  professioa.  -Xott  added  by  Eeporler  in  r«- 
•  vteiciiig  proof  ahetl*  of  Rtnme.  — Editoe. 
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tention  to  it,  for  onl;  a  particnlar  clasa  of  operations — veeico- 
Taginal  fistula,  etc.,  but  never  eecnred  its  application  hy  tbe  pro- 
feseioQ  aa  an  instrumentality  in  replacements  of  any  form  of 
nterine  malposition.  Dr.  Sims,  though  he  understood  apparently 
its  capabilities,  did  not  appear  to  value  it  properly  as  a  means  of 
replacing  the  didiioaied  uterus.  As  in  retroversion,  the  displace- 
ment for  which,  above  all  others,  it  is  most  valuable,  he  places 
the  patient  in  "eemi-proue  position,"  abandoning  gravity  and 
pneumatic  pressure,  and  using  sponge  probangs  and  a  compli- 
oated  process  to  imper/ecilij  restore  the  displaced  organ. 

Dr.  Campbell  adduced  the  writings  of  the  late  Dr.  Milton 
Antony,  of  Augusta,  as  the  most  important  revival  of  knee-and- 
breast  position  in  recent  timen;  also  as  the  revival  which,  had  it 
been  generally  published  and  known,  would  have  extended  its  ap- 
plications to  a  wider  range  of  cases  and  to  the  relief  of  a  far  more 
frequent  and  common  chtss  of  distresses  than  any  of  the  appli- 
cations it  has  found  in  its  more  recent  inauguration  by  Dr.  Sims. 
Dr.  Antony's  recommendation  of  the  manceuvre  was  made  in  a 
series  ot  papers  published  in  the  years  183G  and  1837;  and  it 
iras  for  uterine  displacements  and  esaminations  especially  that- 
he  recommendc<I  it.  Versions  and  flexioue  of  the  unimpregnated 
uterus  were  not,  at  that  time,  generally  known;  so  that  it  was  to 
the  downward  displacements  alone  that  Milton  Antony  applied 
tbe  method.  Dr.  Campbell  claims  that,  since  his  earliest  days  of 
practice,  he  has  used  this  postural  treatment,  ap|)lying  it  to  every 
displacement  possible,  as  its  value  became  understood  by  him. 
Using  it  as  a  means  of  diagnosis  as  well  as  of  treatment,  he  in- 
sists that  no  investigation  of  any  form  of  uterine  displacement 
can  be  thorough  or  conclusive  without  "'genu-pectoral "  posture 
and  "pneumatic  pressure,"  by  which  we  judge  regarding  the 
mobility,  the  extent  of  motion  and  the  direction  of  motion  pos- 
sible to  the  displaced  organ.  He  insists  that  no  pessary  should 
ever  be  applied,  or  its  application  attempted,  until  after  the  dinio- 
ealed  organ  hag  been  reduced  by  knee-and-breant  ponture,  tuaisted  by 
pneumatic  preaaure.  The  ordinary  iuti'oduction  of  the  pessary 
generally  involves  a  painful  panhing  up  of  the  prolapsed  or  retro- 
verted  womb  upon  the  petsaary;  whereas  the  womb  should  Jirat  be 
replaced  to  its  fullest  extent,  in  knee-and-breast  posture,  and  then 
the  pessary  laid  upon  the  posterior  vaginal  cul-de-sac,  while  the 
woman  is  in  the  inverted  position.  As  the  patient  rises  to  the 
erect  kneeling  posture,  the  womb  settles  down  upon  the  posterior 
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bar,  or  segment  of  the  pessary,  and  thas  she  begins  its  aee  with 
comfort  and  freedom  from  pain.  The  partioolar  rules,  given  bj 
Dr.  Hodge,  for  the  application  of  his  open  lever  pessary  are  dia- 
metrically reversed  by  Dr.  Campbell,  bo  as  to  adapt  them  to  his 
far  superior  application  of  this  valnable  instmment  in  the  "gena- 
pectoral  position,"  after  fnll  reduction  by  "pneumatic  presBore." 
Self-Bepiaceuent. — That  which  may  be  regarded  as  perhaps 
the  most  triumphant  achievement  in  the  use  of  this  most  power- 
ful  instrumentality  for  uterine  reposition  is  what  Dr.  Campbell 
himself  has  termed  "  Self -replacement." 


Id  his  discussion  of  the  rationale  of  the  "gena-pectoral  pom- 
"tion,"  he  demonstrated  clearly  to  all  present  that  like  a  pnea- 
matic  pump  (which  he  actually  used  in  the  demonstration,)  the 
desoeuded  womb,  resting  against  the  closed  vulva,  would  not 
return  to  its  position,  even  when  dragged  upon  by  its  own  weighti 
tc^ether  with  all  the  weight  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  unless,  aa 
he  expressed  it,  "the  suction  it  broken"  by  the  separation  of  the 
labia,  to  introduce  air  into  the  vagina,  any  more  than  was  the 
piston  of  the  reversed  pneumatic  syringe  dragged  down  by  th» 
heavy  book  attached  to  the  handle,  until  the  thumb  was  removed 
from  the  opening  above  the  plunger.  He  holds  that  in  reductioa 
of  retroversions,  except,  in  coses  of  adhesion  or  impaction,  no^- 
ing  ianecesiary  hit  "genv-pectoralpneumtsiicprega\ire,"&aA  target, 
that  Simpson's  repositor.  Bond's  repoeitor,  Sims'  probanga,  and 
the  colpenryntor  are  useless  instruments,  except  in  extraordinary 
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Dr.  Campbell  stated  that  for  years  he  had  foand  diffictiltj  ic 
securing  to  patients  the  full  advantages  of  knee-and-breaet  pos- 
ture troia  the  fact  that  the  womb  would  not  replace  itself,  tmless 
air  was  allowed  to  enter  the  vagina.  His  advice  of  "nightly  replace- 
ment," only  practicable  by  the  patient  herself,  but  in  bis  mind  a 
very  great  desideratum,  constantly  failed  to  afford  relief  on  this 
account;  alsg  in  the  case  of  patients  in  the  condition  of  virginity, 
often  the  subjects  of  displacements,  but  averse  to  any  manipu- 
lative treatment,  simple  "genu-pectoral"  posture  would  not  re- 
lieve. He  therefore,  after  many  progressive  attempts,  perfected 
a  simple  instrument  to  the  purpose  of  "  pneumatic  reduction  of 
the  dislooated  uterus." 

Dr.  Sims*  duck-bill  speculum,  as  used  by  Dr.  Sims  in  hia 
operations  within  the  vagina,  supplied  him  with  an  efficient  and 
Buggestive  model  for  devising  a  method  of  establishing  an  "air- 
way" for  "breaking  the  suction."  This  instrument,  of  course,  was 
too  expensive  to  supply  one  each  to  perhaps  dozens  of  patients  to 
whom  he  would  wish  advantageously  to  recommend  "  nightly  self- 
replacement."  He  devised  a  curved  staff  of  vulcanite,  some 
eighteen  inches  in  length,  tunnelled  by  a  bore  from  the  end  to  the 
curve,  directing  the  patient  to  assume  the  position,  and  to  reach 
back  and  introduce  the  perforated  curved  end  into  the  vagina, 
that  the  air  might  enter  through  the  tnnuel.  This  was  found,  in 
the  first  place,  still  too  expensive,  and  then  inconvenient,  on  ac- 
ccount  of  the  interference  by  clothing,  as  well  as  by  its  inherent 
awkwardness  of  application. 

''4^  '"'      -■■-'■'-■■'■ 


CampbtU'i  Dlerint  Rrpotilar. 

Hie  "Pneumalic  Self-ReposUor"  is  the  idea  of  an  "air-way" 
reduced  to  the  last  degree  of  economy,  simplicity  and  conve- 
Kience.  They  are  so  cheap  that  they  can  be  ordered  from  the 
manufacturer  by  the  gross  at  a  price  little  above  the  cost  of 
ounce  vials,  and  given  if  desired  without  charge  to  each  pa- 
tient. It  consists  essentially  of  a  glass  tube  of  variooe  forms, 
from  two  and  one-half  to  three  inches  long,  slightly  curved  near 
the  end  and  bulbous,  to  admit  of  easy  introduction.     He  pre- 
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Rented  speoimens  of  various  forms  and  sizes  of  this  inatmment. 
Some,  yerj  Attenuated  in  calibre,  to  ase  in  Tii^^s,  to  pass  above 
the  hymen,  which  is  generally  more  or  leas  Innated,  without  in- 
joiy  to  that  important  membrane.  The  application  is  vei;  sim- 
ple. The  patient  assumes  the  "gena-pectoral  position,"  and, 
while  thus  placed,  or  before  risiug,  with  or  without  lubrication, 
she  introduces  the  tube,  only  for  a  moment.  The  air  rashes  in, 
the  sactioo  is  broken,  and  immediately,  whatever  may  be  the  dis- 
placement, unless  there  is  adhesion  or  impaction,  "self-replace- 
ment" ia  completely  and  instantly  accomplished.  She  then  Ues 
quietly  down  for  the  night,  and  a  night's  rest,  with  oDStretched 
uterine  ligaments,  and  unimpeded  uterine  oirculation,  it  often  and 
regularly  repeated,  will,  at  least,  go  far  in  favoring  a  restoration 
to  a  permanently  normal  position  of  the  organ. 

The  text  of  the  report  is  illustrated  by  a  number  of  original 
engravings,  from  the  pencil  of  Br.  A.  Sibley  Campbell,  of  Augusta. 
These  represent  the  several  displacements  of  the  uterus,  and  the 
process  of  their  reduction  by  "position  and  pneumatic  pressure." 

Dr.  0.  also  discusses  the  value  of  pessaries  and  other  mechan- 
ical appliances,,  which  he  is  far  from  discrediting.  He  also  con- 
siders many  of  the  attendant  complications  of  uterine  displace- 
ments and  their  various  means  of  relief;  bat  as  "  position  and 
pneumatic  pressure"  comprehended  the  chief  peculiarities  of  his 
report,  we  wait  the  appearance  of  the  forthcoming  volume  of 
Transactions,  rather  than  extend  any  further  what  was  intended 
as  only  a  compendious  resume. 

Dr.  Battey,  of  Atlanta,  rose  and  said:  The  mention  of  the 
name  of  Milton  Antony,  in  Dr.  Campbell's  report,  stirs  within 
me  feelings  of  admiration,  of  gratitude  and  of  deepest  venera- 
tion. He  was  the  friend  and  medical  adviser  of  my  father  and 
•f  my  sainted  mother,  who,  with  him,  have  long  since  gone  to 
their  rest,  and  hence  my  friend.  His  kindly  and  succoring  hand 
opened  for  the  first  time  laj  eyes  to  the  light  of  glorious  day, 
and  safely  conducted  me  through  the  perils  of  puling  infancy. 
He  died  while  I  was  yet  too  young  to  know  of  anything  but  his 
kindness  and  almost  God-like  benevolence.  That  he  was  a  man 
of  genius  and  untiring  energy  his  works,  that  after  his  rest  bow 
do  follow  him,  undenii^ly  ^ttest:  The  Medical  College  of  Geor- 
gia, of  which  he  was  the  founder;  the  Southern  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  long  the  only  one,  and  always  a  most  valuable 
D  of  interchange  of  medical  knowledge  in  the  South,  was 
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the  creature  of  his  active  brain;  and  now  the  enterprise  and  re- 
Boaroh  of  onr  reporter  reviTes  and  elaborates  from  its  antiquated 
and  dnaty  Tolames  this  ^gnal  token  that  good  seed  sown,  erea 
b;  the  waTside,  do  not  always  perish,  but  in  dae  time  may  spring 
ap  and  bear  the  richest  &nit,  bringing  forth  forty,  sixty  or  an 
hundred  fold  I 

I  have  often  tried  to  avail  myself  for  the  benefit  of  my  pa- 
tients, of  the  ease,  comfort  and  relief  which  are  attributed  to  the 
" knee-and-breaet  posture"  by  advising  them  to  practice  it  I 
was  often  disappointed;  and  now  I  am  made  aware  that  the  fail- 
ore  in  relief  arose  from  the  fact  that  "  the  suction  was  not  broken," 
and  because  there  was  not  at  hand  any  convenient  and  efficient 
means  of  "air-way,"  such  as  we  now  have  ofiered  to  us  in  Dr. 
Campbell's  simple  and  most  philosophical  device,  the  "  poeumatie 
eelf-repoeitor."  X. 


OLIHIOAL  STUDIES  WTTH  KOV-RAUSEATniG  DOSES  OF  IFEOAO- 
UAITHA,  OHIEILY  IH  INTESMITTENTS. 

Bt  ALFRED  A.  WOODHULI*  M.D,.  AwmiJir  Sumoeoji  U,  8.  Ahmy. 

An  Abstract  from  a  Sptcxal  •Stport  to  tht  Surgton  Oentral  V.  S.  Army,  read 
btfort  the  Atlanta  Aoadtmy  cf  MtduAnt. 

In  a  recently  pabUshed  paper  (Atlanta  Medical  and  StaoiCAL 
JooKNAL,  February-May,  1675,)  upon  the  use  of  large  non-emetic 
doses  of  ipecacuanha  in  certain  intestinal  afTections,  I  ventured 
two  or  three  hypotheses.  The  most  important  of  these  is  that 
that  drug  is  a  nervous  stimulant,  especially  as  to  the  gan^ionia 
system,  and  is  therefore  indicated  non-emetically  in  the  corree- 
tion  of  various  trains  of  symptoms  that  may  follow  a  depressed 
condition  of  the  sympathetic.  It  was  also  suggested  that,  ai 
that  system  may  be  intimately  involved  in  the  paroxysmal  fevers, 
ipecacuanha  may  prove  useful  in  them;  and,  while  certain  well* 
known  practice  in  that  direction  was  referred  to,  further  observa- 
tions were  called  for.  As  a  contribution  to  the  subject,  the  follow- 
ing is  offered  as  so  much  clinical  material.  To  restrain  this  paper 
within  reasonable  limits  I  shall  not  be  able  to  detail  all  my  expe- 
rience, but  I  invite  attention  to  the  particulars  as  f ar  ae  given, 
and  to  the  summary.    The  cases  were  treated  experimentally. 
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The  object  steadily  kept  in  view  waa  an  examination  of  the  iofln- 
ence  of  ipecacuanha  over  malarial  poisoning,  and  therefore  neither 
adjoT&nte  nor  snbstitntes  were  used,  nor  waa  uniformity  in  the 
doses  preserved. 

Aware  of  the  tendency  among  soldiers  to  avoid  duty  by  feign- 
ing the  lighter  fotms  of  sickness,  especially  chills,  only  those 
cases  have  been  taken  account  of  that  I  have  personally  watched 
or  which  were  observed  by  reliable  third  parties,  and  whatever 
rests  on  the  statement  of  the  men  themselves  is  so  noted.  Most 
-of  the  earlier  cases  were  drawn  from  a  detachment  that  was  sta- 
tioned in  a  highly  malarious  region  in  Alabama  from  the  middle 
of  September  until  the  latter  part  of  November,  1874,  where 
nearly  all  of  the  command  suffered  severely  with  that  poison. 
Atlanta,  whither  they  returned  late  in  November,  is  high  and 
breezy  in  location,  with  granitic  subsoil,  where  the  paroxysmal 
fevers  rarely  originate.  I  am  assured,  however,  by  prominent 
resident  pbysicians  that  imported  oases  are  exceedingly  obstinate 
and  show  little  or  no  tendency  to  spontaneous  care.  My  own 
experience  agrees  with  this.  Yery  few  of  the  cases  were  contin- 
ued ague  that  might  be  supposed  to  have  yielded  to  climatic 
influences,  but  the  moat,  and  especially  the  severer  ones,  were 
attacks  that  recurred  after  temporary  suspension  by  quinine. 

Case  L — J.  S.  rejoined  this  post  from  Alabama  Sotfa  No- 
vember, 1874.  He  was  seriously  sick  there  for  nearly  two  months 
■with  a  fever  that  finally  took  the  form  of  tertian  intermittent, 
which  lasted  three  weeks.  One  of  these  chills  occurred  on  27th, 
and  he  was  taken  in  hospital  with  the  view  of  trying  ipecacuanha 
in  this  affection. 

28th. — Q..  Pulv.  ipecac,  gr.  j,  ter  die.  Temperature:  10  a.m. 
101;  3  P.M.  100  2-S;  6  p.m.  100  4-5.  Notwithstanding  this  excess 
he  did  not  recognize  it  by  his  sensations. 

29th. — This  was  the  day  for  the  chill,  and  about  the  hour  it 
waa  due  there  were  some  indications  of  it,  but  there  was  no  rigor 
and  no  fever.    Temp,  a.m.,  99  2-5;  p.m.,  100  2-5. 

The  same  treatment,  namely,  one  grain  of  ipecacuanha  three 
times  a  day,  was  continued  while  he  remained  on  sick  report,  and 
the  following  are  the  thermometrical  notes:  30th,  a.u.,  98  4-5; 
P.K.,  98  3-6:  1st  Dec,  a.ii.,  97  4r-5;  p.m.,  98  3-6:  2d,  a.m.,  98  4-6; 
p.ii,,  98  1-6:  3d,  a.m.,  98.     Duty. 

The  first  dose  on  the  first  day  caused  merely  a  little  nausea, 
which  did  not  happen  again.     No  appearance  of  chill  occurred 
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after  29th.  The  medicine  was  persevered  with  a  week  after  his 
return  to  dutj.  On  the  fifth  or  sixth  da;  he  had  a  slight  head- 
ache, but  no  chill,  and  the  ipecacuanha  was  continued  another 
week.  The  yery  prompt  cesBation  of  the  ague  following  the  change 
of  locality  would  throw  doubt  upon  the  inflnence  of  the  medicine 
if  this  case  stood  alone. 

Cask  II. — C.  S.  E,  returned  from  Alabama  on  the  night  of  30th 
NoTember,  1874.  The  attending  medical  officer  gave  this  history 
of  him.  Seven  or  eight  weeks  ago  be  was  attacked  with  well- 
marked  tertian  intermittent,  for  which  he  took  sixteen  grains  of 
quinine.  This  stopped  the  chills,  and  for  a  week  he  took  pills 
each  containing  two  grains  of  quinine  and  sub-carbonate  of  iron 
and  one-thirtieth  of  a  grain  of  arsenic.  He  ceased  taking  this, 
contrary  to  orders,  and  the  ague  returned  in  a  few  days.  Six- 
teen grains  of  quinine  again  suppressed  it,  and  he  continaed 
taking  the  pill  above  described  until  25th  November,  when  h» 
had  a  well-marked  chill.  On  20th  he  took  twenty-four  grains  of 
quinine  and,  the  company  marching,  received  no  more  medicine. 

5th  December. — Reported  at  aick  call,  asserting  that  he  had 
bad  a  severe  chill,  lasting  two  hours,  at  three  o'clock  the  previ- 
ous afternoon,  followed  by  a  fever  for  several  hours.  Admitted 
to  hospital  at  once,  and  given  one  grain  of  ipecacuanha  every 
every  six  hours.  Temp.,  7:30  a.m.,  97  3-5;  3:30  p.m.,  97  4-5;  4 
102  1-5;  8:30  101  4-5.  This  was  not  the  chill  day,  but  he  had  a 
light  chill  from  4  to  4:30  p.m.,  not  recognizing  any  fever. 

6th. — To  take  one  grain  every  four  hours  to-day.  Temp.,  7 
A.1I.,  98;  1  P.M.,  98;  felt  well  till  4  p.m.,  when  a  light  chill,  lasting 
between  thirty  and  forty  minutes,  occurred.  Temperature  dur- 
ing the  chill  98  2-5  (this  was  carefully  observed);  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fever  103  2-5;  6  p.m.,  104  1-5;  8  p.m.,  103  1-S. 

7th.— Temp.,  7  a.m.,  97  2-5;  3  p.m.,  98;  6  p.m.,  98  1-6.  One 
grain  every  four  honra  was  continued  without  nausea. 

8th.— Temp.,  7  a-m.,  97  1-5;  4:30  p.m.,  99  1-5;  6  p.m.,  98  4-5. 
Although  this  was  the  regular  day  for  the  chill  he  had  no  abnormal 
sensation,  the  thermometer  alone  indicating  a  derangement.  He 
iook  two  grains  every  three  hours  this  day. 

9tb.— Treatment  continued.     Temp.,  a.m.,  98  2-6;  p.m.,  99  2-5. 

10th. — Treatment  continued.  A  careful  thermometrical  watch 
was  kept  for  the  chill,  but  there  was  no  indication  of  it,  and  he 
aaid  that  he  felt  better  than  he  bad  for  a  long  time.  Temp.,  T 
A.M.,  97;  9  A.M.,  98;  1  p.m.,  98  2-5;  4  p.m.,  98  2-6;  7  p.m.,  99. 
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11th. — Betamed  to  duty,  and  directed  to  t&ke  one  grain  of 
ipecacaanha  every  six  hoars  for  three  weeks,  and  to  report  any 
indication  of  ague. 

11th  Janoary,  1876.'— E.  reports  that  he  haa  taken  no  medi- 
cine for  a  fortnight,  that  on  9th  he  had  a  chill,  and  that  he  alBo 
had  one  to-day.  For  some  time  he  has  been  daily  exposed  to 
cold  and  wet  as  a  quartenaaeter's  laborer.  Given  one-grain  pills 
with  directions  to  take  two  every  two  honrs  and  to  report 
promptly  if  not  better.  He  also  was  relieved  from  estra-daty  as 
a  laborer  and  was  returned  to  ordinary  military  duty. 

There  was  no  farther  trouble  with  this  case,  which  was  re- 
garded by  the  officer  first  treating  it  aa  pecnliarly  obstinate  and 
as  well  suited  to  test  the  antiperiodic  powers  of  the  drug. 

Case  TTT — Lieutenant  W.  This  officer  has  recently  spent  two 
months  at  Butler,  Ala.,  where  he  found  it  necessary  to  take 
prophylactic  doses  of  quinine  daily.  After  his  return  here  he 
had  irregular  symptoms  of  ague,  culminating  on  8th  December, 
1874,  in  a  mild  chill,  which  recurred,  with  some  febrile  reaction, 
on  the  ninth.  Chills  in  his  case  are  never  well  marked  by  rigors, 
but  are  always  of  the  so-called  "  dumb "  variety.  For  several 
years  past,  following  severe  malarial  intoxication  in  Texas,  be 
haa  been  liable  to  such  disturbances  after  comparatively  slight 
provocation.  His  bowels  are  sluggish.  Temp.  1  p.m.  99.  &.  Pil. 
cath.  c,  no.  iij,  at  once.    Ipecac,  gr.  j,  every  three  hours. 

10th. — Bowels  moved  freely  but  not  excessively.  The  ipecac- 
aanha induced  disagreeable  nausea  but  no  vomiting;  the  skin 
became  moist  and  he  felt  better,  although  there  was  some  chilli- 
ness and  febrile  distorbance  at  the  usual  time,  a  little  after  noon. 
Temp,  i  F.U.,  99.    Continue  Uie  ipecacuanha. 

11th. — Less  naosea;  skin  moist;  not  chilly  but  is  disinclined 
to  move  much  in  the  open  air;  bowels  loose  but  not  purging;, 
temperature  not  noted.  To  take  after  to-day  one  grain  every 
mz  hoars. 

12tb. — Not  so  well  as  yesterday;  more  chilly  but  not  regularly 
aguish;  better  in  the  afternoon;  temp.  4  p.m.,  100.  To  take  one 
grain  every  three  hours  and  two  grains  at  12  h.  to-morrow. 

13th. — Much  better;  no  chilliness. 

This  treatment  was  kept  up  for  several  weeks,  with  gradually 
increasing  intervals  between  the  doses.  He  continued  to  steadily 
improve,  so  Ukat,  although  he  had  at  no  time  been  off  duty  from 
meksesa,  his  better  health  was  plainly  observed  and  commented, 
npon  by  himself  and  others. 
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The  following  is  the  only  case  in  my  experience,  to  the  pres- 
ent  time,  where  the  disease  did  not  promptly  yield  to  ipecaca- 
aabo.  It  is  oot  pre8ent«d  as  a  model  for  imitation,  bat  to  illns- 
trate  the  leas  favorable  phases  of  the  treatment,  and  because  it 
may  be  nseful  as  a  collection  of  cliaical  notes.  In  this  was  the 
first  departare  from  the  use  of  small  doses  in  intermittents. 

Casb  IV. — J.  S.  In  August,  1874,  hypodermic  injections  of 
qtunine  were  used  with  this  man  on  account  of  intermittent 
fever.  (See  New  York  Medical  Journal,  ix.,  6,  p.  498.)  Early  in 
October,  in  Alabama,  chills  came  on  every  two  or  three  days,  he 
says.  These  were  checked  by  large  doses  of  quinine,  which  he 
took  to  cincbonism.  In  the  intervals  he  took  some  sort  of  bit- 
ters, but  the  least  fatigue  or  exposure  reinduced  the  disease. 
He  took  quinine  on  the  march  to  Atianta.  Had  a  chill  here  29th 
November,  and  ^ain  took  quinine  that  he  had  in  his  possession. 
Was  free  from  cbills  for  two  weeks,  bat  he  had  much  lassitude 
and  weariness,  and  the  disease  reappeared.  Says  he  bad  a  severe 
-chill  13th  December,  and  that  he  took  two  three-grain  quinine 
.pills  at  noon  and  also  at  night. 

IStb  December. — I  saw  him  in  the  reaction  of  a  second  severe 
chill.  He  is  sallow  and  cachectic  with  the  appearance  of  being 
satnrated  with  malaria. 

16th. — Admitted  hospital  this  morning,  having  taken  no  med- 
icine meanwhile.  Temp.  &.H.,  98  1-6;  p.m.,  99  4-5.  Took  ipecac, 
gr.  j  every  three  hours  from  7  4.K.,  and  gr.  ij  at  8;30  p.m. 

17tb. — Took  two  grains  at  1  and  6:30  A.K.,  when  he  became 
nauseated  hut  did  not  vomit.  Afterward  continued  gr.  j  every 
three  hours.  Temp,  a.m.,  98;  p.m.,  98  2-5.  This  was  the  regular 
4ay  for  the  chill. 

18th.— Temp.  7  a.m.,  97  1-6;  10:30  a.m.,  98  35;  1  p.m.,  99  1-5, 
f  evening  notes  lost)  Felt  cool  this  morning.  Q..  Ipecac,  gr.  ij 
every  three  hours  and  ipecac  gr.  v.,  opii  gr.  ^  at  9  p.m. 

19th. — Some  pain  in  the  legs;  no  nausea.  Temp.  a.u.,  98  2-6; 
pnlse  104;  1  p.m.,  98  3-6;  5  p.m.,  99  2-5;  p.  104.  R.  Ipecac,  gr.  t. 
opii  gr.  ^  at  10  a.m.  and  8:30  p.m. 

20th.— Temp.  7  a.m.,  98  2-5;  9:30  a.m.,  99;  1  p.m.,  99;  6  p.m., 
99  2-6.    Took  ipecac,  gr.  v.,  opii  gr.  }  at  10  a.m.,  2  and  8  p.m. 

21st.— Temp.  9  a.m.,  98  1-5;  1  p.m.,  99;  6  p.m.,  99  2-5.  R.  Ip- 
»oac.  gr.  j  every  two  hours  from  9  a.m. 

22d. — Temp.  a.u.,  99;  FJt.,  99.    Ipecac,  gr.  ij  every  two  hoars. 

23d.— Temp.  a.m.,  98  3-6;  p.m.,  99  2-5.    Treatment  oontinned. 
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24th.— Temp,  a.m.,  98  3-5;  p.m.,  99  3-5.  U-  Ipecac,  gr.  t.,  opii 
gr.  \,  ler  die.  Notwithstanding  these  thermometrical  fluctuations 
be  insists  that  he  feels  well,  excepting  a  loss  of  appetite.  The 
cook  being  ill,  be  was  put  at  work  in  the  hospital  kitchen.  Up- 
to  this  point  it  will  be  observed  that  he  had  no  chill  since  begin- 
ning the  treatment. 

25th.— Temp.  a.m.  99  3-5;  1  p.m.,  101;  p.m.,  101  3-5.  Treat- 
ment continued. 

26th.— Temp,  a.m.,  98;  1  p.m.,  99  4-5;  6  p.m.,  100  1-5.  In  bed 
during  the  daj  with  a  chill,     d.  Ipecac,  gr.  ij  ever;  two  honrs. 

27th.— Temp.  a.m.,  99  3-5;  1  p.m.,  98  4-5;  p.m.,  100  4-5.  A 
cbill  to-day.     Two  graius  throughout  the  day  and  five  at  night. 

28th.— Temp,  a.m.,  98  2-5;  p.m.,  99— Chill.  Two  grains  through- 
out the  day. 

29th.— Temp,  a.m.,  102  1-5;  p.m.,  99  4-5— Chill.  A  profuse 
sweat  early  in  the  morning. 

30th.— Temp,  a.m.,  97  3-5;  p.m.,  100  2-5— Chill.  Treatment 
eon  tinned. 

3l8t.— Temp.  a.m.  97  3-5;  p  m.,  98  4-5— ChilL  Treatment  con- 
tinued. It  is  almost  certain  that  other,  or  at  least  additional, 
measures  would  have  benefited  this  man  during  the  past  week, 
but  I  was  anxious  not  to  complicate  the  treatment.  His  saf&on 
hue,  and  other  indications  of  functional  hepatic  derangement  and 
general  depression,  strongly  called  for  supplemental  remedies 
which,  however,  were  not  used.  The  chills  increased  in  apparent 
severity  to  this  date,  after  which  they  ceased,  escept  on  one  day. 

1st  January,  1875.— Temp.  4.M-,  97  3-5;  p.m.,  99  2-5.  IJ.  Ipe- 
eac.  gr.  ij  every  two  hours.    No  chill. 

2d.— Temp,  a.m.,  99  1-6;  p.m.,  99  3-5.  R.  Ipecac,  gr.  ij  every 
two  hours,  and  ten  grains  with  one-half  grain  opium  at  night 

3d. — Temp.  a.u.,  98  4-5;  p.m.,  98  4-5.  Treatment  continued. 
No  chill,  but  a  cold  sweat  this  nigLt. 

4th. — ^Temp ,  a.m.,  98;  p.m.,  98  3-5.  Treatment  and  condition 
KB  yesterday. 

6tb. — Temp.,  a.m.,  98;  p.m.,  98  4  5.  Treatment  and  condition 
the  same. 

6th. — Temp.,  A.M.,  98;  p.m.,  98  4-6.  Two  grains  every  two 
boars.  Seen  this  evening  by  Asst.  Surg.  Mans  who,  for  the  cold 
perspiration,  gave  add.  sulph.  atom.,  m.  xv ,  at  bedtime. 

7th. — Had  less  perspiration  last  night.  Took  two  grains 
oreiy  two  hours  during  the  day.    Temp.,  a.m.,  97  1-6;  p.m.,  98  4-6. 
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Took,  withont  water,  ipecac,  gr.  xx.,  opii  gr.  j,  in  pil.  iij,  at  7:30 
P.M.,  going  to  bod  then.  Felt  sick  at  10  p.m.,  and  at  11  p.h.  vom- 
ited, at  two  efforts,  five  minutes  apart,  in  all  a  half-pint  of  bitter 
fluid.  Had  no  nansea  after  the  second  vomiting,  and  fifteen  min- 
ntes  later  took  ipecac,  gr.  x.,  opii  gr.  se.,  in  piL  ij.  Slept  well 
the  remainder  of  the  night.  Between  7:39  and  8:30  f.u.  he  had 
warm  bat  no  cold  perspiration. 

8th.— Teipp.  &.if.,  98  3-6;  p.u.,  98  3-5.  No  ipecacaanba  dar- 
ing the  day,  bat  took  twenty  grains  at  8.30  f.u.,  and  ten  grains 
in  the  night.  Was  somewhat  naaseated,  but  neither  vomited 
nor  perspired. 

9th.— Temp.  a.m.  98  3-5;  p.m.,  99  1-5.  Took  thirty  grains  at 
tattoo;  neither  vomited  nor  perspired. 

lOtb.— Temp,  a-x.,  98  2-6;  p.h.,  99  2-5.  Nocturnal  seminal 
-  emissions  annoying  him,  he  was  given  tr.  fer.  cbl.,  m  xt.,  every 
six  hours,  and  the  ipecacuanha  was  omitted.    No  perspiration. 

11th.— Temp.  a.ii.,  99;  p.m.,  99  1-6.  Yesterday's  treatment 
continued.     Had  a  marked  warm  perspiration  this  night 

12th.— Temp,  a.h.,  99;  p.u.,  99  2-6.  Treatment  continued. 
A  Blight  perspiration  to-night  and  no  emissions  for  two  nights. 

13th.— Temp.  4.M.,  98  2-5;  p.m.,  99  2-5.  Feels  very  well;  ap- 
petite good;  no  chilly  sensations  for  some  days,  but  has  a  little 
'  cardiac  palpitation. 

14th.— Temp,  a.m.,  98;  1  p.m.,  100  2-5;  p.m.,  99  4-5.  Had  a 
light  chill  about  noon.  Continued  the  iron,  and  gave  ipecac,  gr. 
X.,  opii  gr.  ss.,  8:30  p.u. 

15th.— Temp,  a-h.,  97  2-5.  Felt  well  all  this  day.  Continued 
iron,  but  omitted  ipecac.     Returned  to  quarters. 

16th.— Temp,  a.m.,  99;  1  p.m.,  99  4-5;  p.m.,  98  2-5.  I}..  Ipecac. 
.  gr.  ij  every  three  hours. 

17tb. — Temp,  a.m.,  97  2-5;  p.m.,  99  1-6.    Treatment  continued. 

18th.— Temp.  A.M.,  98;  P.M.,  99.  Treatment  continued.  Warm 
perspiration  for  an  hour  and  a  half  this  night 

19th.— Temp.  .>..m.,  97  4-5;  p.m.,  99  4-5.  Counter-irritation 
ordered  for  a  little,  evidently  neuralgic,  costal  pain.  B..  Ipecac, 
gr.  iij,  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

20th.— Temp,  a.m.,  97  3-6;  p.m.,  99  1-5.  Treatment  continued. 
Vomited  a  little  at  3:30  p.m. 

21st— Temp,  a.m.,  97;  p.m.,  99  2-6.  Treatment  continued. 
.  I>ry  caps  to  the  side. 

22d.— Temp,  a.m.,  98  4-5;  p.m.,  99  2-5.  Treatment  continued. 
•Chest  Farad ized. 
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23d.— Temp."  a,m.,  96  2-5;  p.m.,  100  1-5:  24Ui,  98  3  5;  p.m.. 
99  3-6:  25th,  a.m.,  98  2-5;  p.m.,  99  3-5:  2Gth,  a.m.,  98;  p.m., 
99  i-5:    27th,  a.u.,  98;  p.m.,  100  3-5. 

28th. — Up  to  thiB  date  the  treatment  described  was  persdvered 
in,  with  groduftl  general  improvemeiit.  To-day  be  passed  imder 
the  charge  of  Aset  Snrg.  Maua,  who  prescribed  four  tbree-grain 
quinine  pills,  one  to  l>fi  taken  every  three  boars,  and  retamed 
him  to  datj.  There  was  no  relapse,  and  he  speedily  became 
strong  and  vigorous. 

,  We  find  in  this  case  four  stages;  (1.)  An  ordinary  but  severe 
intermittent,  which  promptly  responded  to  the  medicine  in  small 
doses.  (2.)  An  obstinate  rocurrence,  with  increasing  severity 
for  six  days,  when  the  paroxysms  suddenly  ceased.  (3.)  A  stage 
of  cold  sweating,  with  seminal  emiesions,  for  which  iron  was 
need.  (4.)  A  stage  of  slow  convalesence,  complicated  with  neu- 
ralgic pains. 

Case  V. — Attention  is  invited  to  the  earlier  part  of  this  case, 
as  illustrating  the  association  between  inter  mitten  ts  and  acute 
dysentery,  and  the  influence  of  ipecacaaaba  on  both  diseases. 

A.  S.  This  man  gives  the  following  bistoiy  of  himself  which 
is  corroborated  by  bis  officers.  Being  on  duty  in  Alabama,  for 
the  first  ten  days  he  was  well.  Then  being  on  the  road  for  three 
days  and  nigbts  continuously,  on  duty  as  a  teamster,  was  imme- 
diately thereafter  seized  with  "  swamp  fever,"  with  which  be  was 
ill  several  weeks.  He  then  did  duty  for  a  week,  when  tertian 
intermittent  set  in,  lasting  two  weeks.  He  then  did  duty  for  a 
fortnight,  wb«D  the  chills  recurred,  during  which  attack  his  com- 
pany returned  to  this,  their  permanent  station.  He  bad  one  chill 
on  the  road  bat  none  after  reacbiog  the  post,  28tb  November, 
1874,  until  the  attack  here  noted. 

On  12th  and  13th  December  be  felt  weak  and  unwell.  On 
14th  bad  a  light  chill  coming  on  about  2  P  m.,  the  fever  lasting 
until  nine  o'clock.  On  loth  had  a  more  severe  chill,  which,  with 
the  fever,  lasted  from  ten  to  three  o'clock.     IGth,  no  chilL 

17th  December. — Up  to  this  date  be  discharged  his  duty  (as 
teamster)  and  did  not  apply  for  medical  assistance.  Felt  badly 
early  in  the  morning,  and  about  nine  o'clock  a  painless  and  copi- 
ous diarrhcea  set  in,  for  which  be  took  a  drink  of  hot  whiskey. 
There  were  five  thin,  black  stools,  which  be  compared  to  Hquid 
pitch,  between  nine  and  one  o'clock.  A  violent  ague  atta<^ed 
him  at  10  a.m.,  when  be  was  obliged  to  quit  work  and  lie  down 
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in  his  quarters.  During  tliis  cbill  be  had  great  nausea  and  vom- 
ited violently  four  times,  the  first  part  of  eacb  ejection  beiug  this 
and  watery  and  tbe  latter  intensely  green  and  bitter  and  thrown 
up  witb  straining.  Tbere  was  also  much  abdominal  pain  be- 
tween eleven  and  three  o'clock.  Admitted  hospital  2  p.m.  Temp. 
102  1-6.  E-  Ipecac,  gr.  j  at  2  and  i  p.u.  No  nanaea  during  the 
afternoon  but  be  had  five  stools,  small,  tbin,  reddish  throughout 
as  Arom  blood,  with  minute  yellow  specks  through  them.  There 
was  no  pain  witb  these  but  they  were  very  offensive  in  odor. 
6  P.M. — Feels  weak  and  prostrated  but  tree  from  paio.  Temp. 
99  4-5,  B..  Ipecac,  gr.  x.,  opii  gr.  ss.  i^t  once  and  toward  morning. 

IStb. — Slept  well  all  night,  The  second  dose  was  taken  at 
4  A.u.  and  there  was  no  nausea  with  either.  Feels  much  better 
but  weak.  Temp.  97  3-6.  Arose  after  eating  breakfast.  Bowels 
not  moved.  Took  ipecac  gr,  v.,  opii  gr.  \,  in  pil.  j  at  2  p.u. 
Slightly  chilly  with  feverigb  reaction  and  moderate  perspiration. 
Temp.  6  p.m.,  103  1-5.     Repeat  the  pill  at  9  p.m.  and  4  a.m. 

19th.— 7  A.M.,  97  4-5.  Feels  well  and  slept  well  all  night.  To 
have  breakfast  at  10  a.h.  and  another  pill  at  12  h.  Temp.  I  p.m., 
97  4-5.  Dinner  at  3  p.m.  Temp.  6  p.  m.,  98.  Another  pill.  The 
bowels  not  having  moved  since  the  first  large  dose  of  ipecacu- 
anha, to  take  Rochelle  salts  at  6:30  p.m. 

20th. — Bowels  moved  painlessly  four  times  in  the  night,  the 
first  three  motions  being  thin  and  yellow  and  the  last  natural  iu 
color  and  consistence.  Temp.  7  a.m.,  98  2-5;  1  p.m.,  98;  6  p.m., 
98.    Took  a  five-grain  pill  at  ten  and  two  o'clock. 

2l8t.— Temp.  7  a.m.,  98  1-10;  1  p.m.,  98  1-5;  0  p.m.,  98  4-5.  To 
take  ipecac,  gr.  j  every  two  hours,  beginning  at  0  a*. 

22d.— Temp,  a.m.,  98.  fias  bad  no  feeling  of  ague  since  18th, 
as  above  noted,  iieturned  to  quarters  and  directed  to  take  a 
two-grain  pill  every  two  hours. 

23d. — Feels  well.  Returned  to  duty  with  instructions  to  take 
one  or  two  grains  of  ipecacuanha  four  or  five  times  a  day  for 
three  weeks,  and  to  report  the  firet  indication  of  a  chill. 

26tb. —Reported  at  sick-call  claiming  that  be  had  a  chill  yes- 
terday. It  appears  that  on  the  evening  of  23d  he  missed  parade, 
and  that  he  has  been  in  the  guard-house  since  that  night.  The 
troops  were  paid  off  a  day  or  two  before,  and  he  baa  been  drink- 
ing somewhat.  It  is  probable  that  be  did  not  take  his  pills  r^- 
nlarly,  if  at  all,  and  that  the  chill  recurred  as  he  states.  Temp. 
10  A.H.,  98  2-6.  Remanded  to  the  goard  and  directed  to  take 
two  grains  every  two  honre. 
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27th.— Temp.  *.«.,  99  2-5.  Says  he  todk  five  doses  yesterday, 
but  that  he  had  a  chill  and  a  high  fever  at  night.  Admitted  hos- 
pital. B:.  Ipecac  gr.  ij  every  two  hoars.  A  light  chill  in  the 
afternoon.    Temp,  p.m.,  101  2-5. 

28th.— Temp,  a.m.,  98  8-6;  2  p.m.,  99;  p.m.,  103  4-5.  A  still 
lighter  chill  this  evening.  Treatment  continued  and,  10  p.m., 
took  ipecac,  gr.  v.,  opii  gr.  }. 

29th.— Temp.  A.M.,  1012-5;  p.m.,  99  4-5.  Two  grains  every 
two  hoars.     No  chill. 

30th.— Temp,  a.m.,  97  1-6;  p.m.,  98  3-5.  Slst.— Temp.  a.m., 
97  3-5;  P.M.,  99  1-6.     Treatment  continued  and  no  chilL 

Ist  Janaary,  1875.— Temp,  a.m.,  96  3-5;  p.m.,  101  2-5.  Not- 
withstanding this  fluctuation  he  has  no  disagreeable  sensations. 

2d. — Temp.  a.m.,  99  4-5;  p.m.,  101.  Treatment  continued.  No 
chUI. 

3d. — Temp,  a.m.,  99.  Returned  to  duty,  and  to  take  one  grain 
every  three  hours  for  three  weeks. 

19th  January. — Again  reports  sick.  Claims  to  have  taken 
the  one-grain  pills  regularly,  to  include  yesterday.  Says  he  felt 
chilly  on  the  t^rnoon  of  16th ;  on  17th  had  no  chill  but  a  high 
fever;  on  18th  had  a  sharp  chill  1:30  p.m.,  with  a  fever  lasting  all 
the  afternoon.  Temperature  to-day:  a.h.,  97  4-5;  11:30,  97  1-6; 
1  P.M.,  97;  2:30,  96  4-5;  6,  98  46.  Took  ipecac  gr.  n.,  tr.  opii 
m.  XX.  at  11:30  a.m.,  and  soon  fell  asleep,  lliere  was  no  vomiting 
nor  uneasiness,  and  at  8:30  p.m.  took  ipecac  gr.  v.,  opii  gr.  \. 

20th. — ^Took  the  same  pill  at  4  and  9  a.m.  and  1  p.m.  Temp. 
7  A.M.,  98  1-5;  1  P.M.,  98  4-5. 

2l3t.— Temp,  a.m.,  97  3-5;  p.m.,  98  1-5.  Repeated  pill  at  nine, 
one  and  half-past  six  o'clock.  Slept  well  all  night  and  felt  well 
all  day. 

22d.— Temp,  a.m.,  97  4-6;  p.m.,  98  2-6.   Same  dose  1  and  6p.u. 

23d. — Temp,  a.m.,  97  4-5.  To  take  two  grains  every  two  hours 
continuously.    Duty. 

26th  January. — Is  on  extra-duty  as  striker  in  the  blacksmith 
shop:  that  is,  is  employed  at  hard  labor  under  marked  changes 
of  temperature.  Reports,  9  a.m.,  having  had  a  chill  with  high  fever 
last  night.  Temp.  102  3-5;  p.m.,  98  2-6.  Two-grain  doses  resumed, 
doses  resumed. 

27th.— Temp,  a.m.,  97  1-6;  p.m.,  101  2-6.     E-    Ipecac  gr.  t., 
opii  gr.  }  at  9  a.m.  and  1  p.m,  and  ipecac  gr.  x.  (without  opium) 
Vol.  Xm.— No.  3.— 10. 
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at  6  P.M.  Had  no  chill,  bat  toward  eveniog  felt  warm  and  west 
to  bed.     No  emeaia 

28tli.— Temp,  a.m.,  39  3-5;  p.m.,  98  3-5.  Ipecac,  gr.  iij  every 
three  hoare. 

29th.— Temp.  a.m.  97  3-5;  p.m.,  101.     Treatment  eontinaed. 

30th.— Temp,  a.m.,  98  3-5;  p.m.,  98  3-5.  R-  Ipecac,  gr.  x.,  op. 
gr,  B8.  6  A.M.  and  three  grains  every  three  houra  through  the  day. 

3l3t. — Temp,  a.m.,  98  2-5;  p.m.,  98  3-5.  R.  Ipecac,  gr.  iij  every 
three  hours. 

1st  February. — Temp,  a.m.,  98.  Duty.  Believed  from  extra- 
duty  and  returned  to  hie  company.  To  take  small  quantities  of 
ipecacuanha  regularly  and  at  short  intervale  for  &  long  time. 

There  was  no  further  relapse  in  this  case. 

Ifmll-wrd  m  next  numbtriif  Journal.\ 
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Bl  A.  W.  CAiHOCm,  M.D. 
Ktad  h^ort  tht  Atlanta  Acudemy  of  Medidni:  May  U,  lti75. 

By  fistula  of  the  cornea  is  meant  a  minute  opening  through 
the  cornea  into  the  anterior  chamber,  by  means  of  which  the 
aqueous  humour  is  constantly  discharged.  Occasionally  this 
takes  place  after  injuries  or  operations,  particularly  when  the 
latter  is  made  in  the  limbus  or  come o- sclerotic  junction,  with  or 
without  a  conjunctival  flap,  for  the  conjunctiva  heals  over  the 
wound,  leaving  in  the  limbus  underneath,  an  unhealed  point, 
through  which  the  water  is  continually  oozing,  sometimes  to  be 
checked  by  the  overlying  conjunctival  membrane. 

M(»it  frequently,  however,  the  fistula  is  the  result  of  a  perfor- 
ating corneal  ulcer,  which,  when  of  the  very  smallest  size  and 
under  most  favorable  circumstanceB,  not  unusually  requires 
months  and  months  to  be  brought  to  a  perfect  and  permanent 
cure.  The  incessant  outflowing  of  the  aqueous  humour,  the  ad- 
hesion of  a  part  of  the  iris  to  a  portion  of  the  inner  edge  of  the 
nicer,  and  the  constant  pressure  from  the  lens,  which,  meeting 
no  resistance,  bulges  forward,  all  serve  to  keep  up  sncb  a  degree 
of  irritation,  that  the  fistulous  track  is  prevented  from  healing. 
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TLe  opening  may,  tor  the  time  being,  become  closed,  and  tlie 
ftqueous  humor  may  reaccumulate,  but  upon  the  least  exertion 
by  which  the  muscles  of  the  eye  are  brought  into  play,  or  indeed 
without  any  tissignable  cause,  the  ulcer  again  ruptures,  the  aque- 
OUB  flowH  off,  and  the  anterior  chamber  in  reuhty  disappears. 
Even  after  an  apparently  final  ewe  of  the  fistula,  it  may,  and 
often  doen,  again  break  open  from  the  elighteat  causes  which  tend 
to  irritate  the  eye.  TWih  tendency  of  the  newty-formed  corneal 
tissue  to  agaiu  give  way  and  reopen  the  fistula,  specially  shows 
itself  in  those  cases  where  the  iris  has  become  adherent  to  the 
posterior  ulcerated  surface  of  the  cornea,  in  other  words,  to  the 
edges  of  the  perforation. 

One  case,  ami,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  only  one  upon  record, 
has  been  reported  where  the  fistula  occurred  as  a  congenital  mal- 
formation, infiammatiou  and  perforation  of  the  cornea  with  fail- 
ure to  heal,  having  no  doubt  taken  place  in  ulero. 

Not  unfrequently  tistiila  of  the  cornea  becomes  a  most  stub- 
bom  and  dangerous  disease,  the  constant  external  irritation 
leading,  in  many  instances,  to  some  deep-seated  infiammation, 
which,  continuing  or  recurring,  at  last  ends  in  atrophy  of  the 
eye-ball.  While  the  fistula  exists,  the  eye  is  more  or  less  red  and 
irritable,  the  anterior  chamber  remains  empty,  and  a  drop  of  the 
aqueous  humour  is  seen  slowly  exuding  through  the  aperture 
and  trickling  down  over  the  cornea.  This  may  be  more  distinctly 
noticed  by  brushing  away  the  tluid  that  has  collected,  by  direct' 
ing  the  patient  to  look  slightly  downward,  and  with  the  finger's 
«nd  moving  the  lower  lid  to  and  fro  over  the  cornea,  and  watch- 
ing it  recollect  in  the  aperture. 

lutra-ocular  tension  is  of  course  greatly  diminished,  and 
should  no  occasional  or  temporary  closure  of  the  aperture  take 
place,  the  ball  sometimes  becomes  extremely  soft,  the  vitreous 
becoming  fluid  and  oflering  not  even  the  slight  resistance  to  the 
touch  that  is  found  in  the  sound  vitreous. 

A  corneal  fistula  is  oftaner  overlooked  than  one  would  imag- 
ine, the  frequently  recurring  or  continued  trouble  in  the  eye 
being  attiibut^d  by  the  casual  observer  to  some  very  obscure 
cause.  Yet  it  bears  certain  characteristic  appearances  which 
often  lead  at  once  to  their  discovery.  The  orifice  is  a  very 
minute,  dai'k-colored  spot,  reminding  one  of  the  presence  of  a 
foreign  body,  such  as  a  small  piece  of  iron,  in  the  cornea,  and 
surrounding  it  is  an  opaque  circle  with  a  few  capillary  blood-ves- 
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seU  passing  over  it,  up  to  its  very  iDDsr  edge  and  ending  jast  at 
the  dark  spot.  The  little  vessels  freqaeutly  ran  together  and 
form  a  sort  of  circle  of  loops  aroand  the  opening.  It  is  not  inva- 
riable that  these  vessels  are  always  present  in  any  noinber,  hut 
almost  always  if  the  cornea  has  to  a  great  extent,  or  entirely, 
become  opaqae;  when  also  the  circular  opacity  immediately 
around  the  fistula  hecomes  more  prominent  and  is  seen  to  greater 
advantage.  The  obliteration  of  the  anterior  chamber,  the  fluid 
exuding  from  a  certain  spot  and  being  brushed  away,  again  ex- 
uding, the  eye  being  in  a  constantly  irritable  condition,  these, 
with  the  other  appearances,  will,  without  much  difficulty,  lead 
one  to  a  correct  diagnoijis. 

That  the  cure  is  dii&cult,  is  evidenced  from  the  fact  that  innu- 
merable modes  of  treatment  have  been  suggested  and  practiced, 
and  that  still  others  are  being  daily  offered.  As  a  rule,  the  treat- 
ment for  the  fistula  should,  for  a  time  at  least,  be  a  continuation 
of  the  same  that  was  practiced  for  the  healing  of  the  corneal 
nicer.  It  has  been  observed  that  a  certain  amount  of  traction 
upon  the  iris,  particularly  that  portion  which  is  adherent  to  the 
fistulous  opening,  has  sometimeB  materially  aided  in  effecting  a 
cure,  and  with  this  end  in  view,  both  atropine  and  the  extract  of 
calabar  bean  have  been  used.  The  firtit  tends  to  dilate  the  pupil, 
and  hence  exercises  the  tntction  of  the  muscular  fibres,  ooutract- 
ikg  from  the  pupillary  mar^iu  towards  the  periphery  of  the  iris. 
Where  this  fails,  contraction  in  the  opposite  direction  is  attempt- 
ed by  the  use  of  the  latter  remedy,  (the  Calabar  bean)  for  this 
excites  to  action  the  sphincter  musde  surrounding  the  pupil. 
The  object  of  these  two  modes  of  treatment,  acting  apparently 
in  opposite  directions,  is  by  the  traction  of  the  iris  one  way  or 
the  other,  to  set  up  sufficient  iufiammation  around  and  in  the 
aperture  to  effect  its  closnre.  Sometimes,  also,  it  has  been  no- 
ticed that  only  after  stopping  the  use  of  atropine,  which  had 
been  continued  uninterruptedly  for  a  long  time,  has  the  fistula 
shown  a  disposition  to  heal.  Possibly  this  took  place  by  the 
same  principle  as  above  mentioned,  being  brought  into  play 
through  the  natural  change  in  the  condition  of  the  iris.  The 
atropine  being  left  off,  and  the  contraction  of  the  muscular  fibres 
following,  the  traction  of  the  iris  in  the  one  direction  is  reheved, 
and,  to  some  degree,  set  up  in  the  other,  by  the  natural  contrac- 
tility of  the  tissue,  whereby  a  sufficient  adhedue  iii/lammalion,  so 
to  speak,  arises  to  close  the  fistula. 
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Under  the  belief  Uiat  the  fistula  was  dae  to  an  eversion  of  the 
internal  lining  membrane  of  the  cornea,  (the  membrane  of  des- 
«eraet)  thos  forming  a  short  canal  thoroughly  lined  with  epithe* 
lium,  it  has  been  advised  and  successfolly  practiced  in  some 
instances,  to  grasp  with  a  pan*  of  forceps  the  wall  of  the  oanal 
or  fistnlooB  track,  and  braise  and  tear  its  lining,  thus  ridding  it 
of  its  epithelial  layer.  Then,  with  a  compress  and  bandage,  the 
eye  is  kept  quiet,  and  in  some  Instances  good  cores  have  been 
known  to  resnlt.  This  is  precisely  the  same  principle  as  prac- 
ticed in  ordinary  fistalons  canals  in  any  part  of  the  body,  where 
it  is  absolntely  essential  to  first  denude  the  inner  surface  of  the 
canal  of  its  epithelium,  before  anything  like  a  cure  can  be  looked 
for. 

Touching  the  fistula  with  nit  stiver,  either  in  stick  or  solu- 
tion, has  been  practiced,  but  it  so  often  leaves  behind  a  perma- 
nent cicatrix  that  other  and  less  injurious  modes  of  treatment 
are,  as  a  rule,  put  into  use. 

But  the  surest  of  all  the  remedies — surer  in  closing  up  the 
aperture,  and  surer  in  warding  off  the  most  dreadful  of  the  re- 
mote evil  consequences  of  the  disease  (glaucoma] —is  the  iridec- 
tomy; and,  to  more  folly  illustrate  its  good  effect,  it  will  not  be 
amiss  to  report  the  following  case : 

Abont  one  year  previous  to  the  time  of  presenting  himself  for 
treatment,  Ur.  C,  Eet  thirty,  had  had  a  severe  attack  of  gonor- 
rhceal  ophthalmia  in  bis  left  eye.  The  disease  followed  its  OBoal 
course,  resnlting  in  the  complete  destruction  of  fully  two-thirds 
of  the  cornea,  leaving  only  a  narrow  margin  at  its  periphery.  The 
ulcerated  surface  gradually  healed  over,  a  new-formed  tissue  tak- 
ing the  place  of  the  original  corneal  substance,  and  where  the 
inflammation  had  entirely  disappeared,  the  whole  cornea  pre- 
sented a  pearly,  opaque  appearance,  utterly  destroying  all  vision, 
a  mere  perception  of  Ugbt  still  existing.  The  patient  came  ask- 
ing only  for  relief  from  the  incessant  escape  of  tears  over  the 
lower  lid,  the  constant  irritable  and  injected  condition  of  the  eye, 
and  a  doll,  uneasy  sensation  within  the  ball.  Examining  the 
'  ej€,  there  was  the  unnaturally  congested  condition  of  the  con- 
junctival blood-vessels;  the  eye  was  filled  with  water  as  from  ex- 
cessive weeping,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  opaque  cornea  there 
was  a  still  more  opaque  ring,  encircled  by  loops  of  minute  vessel* 
having  in  its  centre  a  very  small  black  spot,  &om  which  was  ex- 
uding slowly  but  conataatly  the  fluid  from  within  the  diminished 
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or  flattened  anterior  chamber.  Rubbing  tbe  lid  over  the  open- 
ing, and  thUB  removing  the  water,  it  could  be  plainly  noticed  to 
again  and  again  gather  upon  the  black  spot  and  drop  down  over 
the  cornea  into  the  lower  conjunctival  fold.  Tlie  nature  of  the 
disease  was  easily  recognized,  and  tbe  patient  advised  to  submit 
to  an  operation  for  its  relief,  to  which  he  readily  assented.  As- 
aieted  by  Drs,  Baird,  Kemlrick,  Todd  and  Ridley,  the  patient 
woB  asFesthetized,  and,  through  an  opening  made  at  the  upper 
corneo-sclerotic  junction,  a  pair  of  forceps  was  passed  down  be- 
hind tbe  iris  until  the  points  were  behind  the  fistuln,  when  as 
large  a  piece  of  the  iria  was  withdrawu  and  clipped  off  as  possi- 
ble. This  was  done  several  times,  each  time  bringing  the  instru- 
ment in  contact  with  the  posterior  portion  of  tlie  fistulous  open- 
ing, thus  irritating  and  denuding  this  pai't  of  tbe  cornea  as  much 
as  prudence  would  allow.  Tlie  compress  bandage  was  applied 
and  allowed  to  remain  four  or  five  days,  the  eye  being  washed 
twice  daily  with  simple  cold  water. 

Upon  removing  the  bandage  the  fistula  was  found  to  be  thor- 
oughly closed,  no  water  was  oozing  out  of  it,  the  ball  had  assumed 
more  of  its  natural  teneion,  and  tbe  deep,  dull  pain  had  altogether 
vauished.  The  eye  has  remained  in  this  condition  up  to  this 
time,  now  nearly  two  months,  and  tbe  irritability  also  no  longer 
exists. 

By  means  of  the  iridectomy  we  accomplish  more  than  tbe 
rehef  of  tbe  fistula;  we  cut  short  the  tendency  of  the  eye  to  pass 
over  into  that  glaucomatous  condition,  which  is  not  a  very  nnfre- 
quent  consequence  of  the  disease,  and  which  results  in  the  loss 
of  whatever  vision  may  still  exist,  and  often  subjecting  tbe  pa- 
tient to  tbe  most  excruciating  pains. 


ERRORS  OF  DIAGNOSIS. 


I  venture  to  present  you  tbe  two  tollowiui;  cases  of  error  in 
diagnosis,  chiefly  tor  the  benefit  of  our  junior  brethren.  The 
errors  to  which  I  refer  were  committed  by  men  of  mature  age 
and  of  repiitable  standing  in  the  profession.  This  Implies  a  care- 
lessness amounting  to  criminality,  particularly  in  failing  to  make 
a  correct  diagnosis  in  so  plain  a  case  as  that  of  hydrocele,  un- 
eomplicated  with  hernia  or  malignant  disease  of  the  testicle. 
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A  short  time  ago  I  was  called  on  by  a  geslteman  ot  middle 

age,  from  the  town  of ,  who  informed  me  that  two  pbyai- 

cians  of  the  place,  whom  he  bad  consulted,  said  he  had  such  a 
disease  of  the  testicle  as  to  require  its  extirpation.  In  view  of 
past  and  prospective  services  of  tbp  cherislied  member,  he  de- 
chned  parting  with  it  on  their  dicta,  and  came  here  tor  further 
advice.'  On  inqniiy  I  learned  tbe  disease  had  been  gradually 
advanciiig  for  some  years.  Tbe  tumor  tii-st  appeared  around  the 
testicle,  and  not  at  the  abdominal  ring,  showing  that  there  was 
no  hernia.  There  had  been  no  hardness,  enlargement  or  pain  of 
tbe  gland,  showing  that  there  was  no  scirrhus  or  other  maliguaut 
disease  in  it.  But,  on  examination  by  tbe  eye  aud  tbe  touch,  I 
found  some  things  rather  unusual.  The  whole  tumor  was  elon- 
gated, and  much  like  a  truncated  cone,  disproportionately  large 
at  the  abdominal  ring.  But  I  will  not  consume  space  by  a  re- 
hearsal of  the  appearances  and  tbe  reasoning  that  generally  make 
a  correct  diagnosis  so  easy  in  such  cases,  and  which  ore  so  clearly 
set  forth  by  all  writers  on  tbe  subject.  Siiftice  it  to  say,  I  plunged 
in  the  trocar  and  canula,  aud  drew  off  (by  subsequent  measure- 
ment) nineteen  ounces  of  serum,  greatly  to  the  surprise  and  de- 
light of  my  patient.  He  preferred  occasional  tappings  to  a  radi- 
cal cure,  and  bence  tbe  latter  was  not  attempted. 

Many  years  ago,  'Sir.  !M.  appeared  at  my  ofiice  and  made  the 

following  statement:    He  resided  near  the  city  of  .    Hie 

family  physician,  a  neighbor,  concurring  with  a  consulting  city 
physician,  condemned  one  of  bis  testicles  to  estirpatioii  for  ma- 
lignant disease,  and  designated  a  day  for  tbe  operation.  Terri- 
fied more  and  more  as  the  time  approached,  on  the  morning  of 
the  set  day  be  started  in  bis  buggy  to  consult  mc,  as  I  had,  some 
years  before,  treated  him  for  scrofula,  with  better  results  than 
sometimes  follow  in  sncb  cases.  I  found  a  simple  case  of  hydro- 
cele, tronblesome  from  its  size,  with  occasional  pains  in  the  gland, 
probably  due  to  his  strumous  diathesis.  Tbe  trocar  relieved  bim 
of  eighteen  or  twenty  ounces  (by  estimate)  of  serum.  He  had 
good  health  for  years  thereafter,  during  which  time  his  wife  died 
and  he  married  again,  giving  further  evidence  of  his  virility,  by 
the  subsequent  advent  of  several  inheritors  of  his  good  name  aud 
ample  fortune. 

Comment  is  unnecessary.  I  will  only  add,  nothing  but  gross 
ignorance  or  culpable  carelessness  could  have  led  to  these  errors 
in  such  cases. 
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CANTHARIDAL    STRANQ-UBY. 

Bi  L.  K.  8TASB,  ILD.,  or  Bidb  Cotntn.  Au. 

It  is  a  w«ll-kDowit  fact  that  strangury  often  results  from 
the  absorption  of  the  active  principles  of  the  fiy  in  the  use  of  this 
cerate  as  a  bliatering  agent;  and  to  avoid  which  would  disarm  this 
great  therapentic  agent  of  its  only  power  to  do  mischief  when 
properly  used. 

The  object  of  this  short  article  is  to  report  the  result  of  my 
experience  and  observation  for  the  past  twelve  years  on  this  sub- 
ject I,  as  well  as  many  others,  being  hard  pressed  for  good 
and  fresh  drags  daring  the  late  war,  was  forced  to  use  old  and 
inferior  articles,  and  in  ubing  some  old  cerate  I  was  often  dis- 
appointed because  I  did  not  get  a  good  blister,  and  in  order  to 
get  it  to  act  well  I  used  various  substances  to  assist  it,  snch  as 
oU  of  turpentine,  tincture  of  capsicum,  alcohol,  etc.  With  the 
plaster  moistened  with  any  of  these  I  could  get  a  good  blister, 
alcohol  being  best  For  a  time  I  supposed  this  to  be  all  the  ad- 
vantage from  its  use,  but  after  a  time  my  attention  was  called  to 
the  fact  that  I  never  had  strangury  while  using  it,  and  since  then 
I  have  continued  to  moisten  my  plasters,  just  before  applying, 
vrith  alcohol,  no  matter  how  tresh  was  my  cerate,  and  I  have 
never  had  a  single  case  of  strangury. 

Any  attempt  at  an  explanation  of  the  modas  operandi  of  the 
action  of  alcohol  in  the  prevention  of  strangury  would  be  only 
speculation,  as  ita  virtues  have  not  been  snfficiently  tested.  The 
experience  of  others  may  prove  that  it  is  worthless;  yet  it  has 
seemed  to  me  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  strangary  with  great 
uniformity. 


OVARIOTOMY. 

Bl  ^  OOUVERT.  M.D. 


Messbs.  Editors:  Yon  know  I  am  loth  to  appear  in  print,  and 
shrink  from  notoriety.  Nevertheless,  I  must  give  you  a  brief 
statement,  for  what  it  is  worth.  I  have  performed  ovariotomy, 
gtGundum  arlem,  very  many,  perhaps  a  thousand  times,  and  with 
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m&rreloaB  saccess.  Dr.  McDowell,  and  bis  worthy  and  illastri- 
COS  sQccessors,  (you  amoBg  them)  woald  lose  lastre  before  me, 
bot  for  one  nnfortiinfite  little  fact,  namely:  my  patients,  although 
femalsB,  were  not  women;  not  ene,  but  all  swine,  eTery  hoof  of 
tbem.  Not  even  one  biped  to  swear  by,  stir  my  ambition,  or 
elevate  me  from  my  deep  retirement  and  profound  obscurity. 
"Well,  what  of  all  that?  you  ask.  Several  things,  I  answer.  Dr. 
McD.  lived  and  practiced  in  a  country  where  swine  aboanded, 
hogs  being  the  main  staple  of  his  rural  patrons.  Therefore, 
much  spaying  was  necessarily  done.  He,  doubtless,  witnessed 
the  operation,  and,  as  a  pioneer  surgeon,  operated  himself  some- 
times, con  amore,  and  saw  the  harmless  results.  This  aroased 
his  inquiring  mind;  whereas,  the  city  surgeon,  of  equal  worth, 
who  never  sees  hog  but  when  brought  before  him  at  the  l<d>le 
d'hote,  in  the  form  of  ham,  might  never  acquire  a  hint  in  human 
ovariotomy  from  such  operation  on  inferior  animals.  It  is  not 
considered  by  any  means  disreputable  or  degrading  to  profes. 
eional  dignity  to  practice  vivisection,  or  test  medicines  on  cats 
and  dogs,  rabbits  and  frogs.  Now,  with  all  humility  and  defer- 
ence, I  claim  for  the  porcine  grunters  equal  respectability  to  the 
aforesaid  subjects  of  the  chirurgeon's  knife,  and  ask,  why  not  ac- 
cept the  teachings  of  these  experiments,  already  made,  (if  indeed 
they  teach  anything)  though  made  for  a  different  purpose.  I 
am  no  surgeon,  have  devoted  no  special  attention  to  that  branch 
of  the  profession;  font  before  the  war  I  owned  and  lived  on  a 
large  farm,  and  for  years  spayed  many  of  my  hogs  of  all  sizes, 
QBtil  I  taught  an  expert  servant  to  relieve  me  of  it,  as  it  often 
-conflicted  with  important  duties,  more  in  harmony  with  my  taste. 
But  to  the  point.  Dr.  McD.,  I  assume,  saw  how  little  the  oper- 
ation hart  the  hog;  how  few  die,  or  even  miss  a  feed,  when 
spayed  in  the  side;  how  effused  blood,  sometimes  in  targe  quan- 
tities, hlliug  into  the  abdomen,  (both  from  the  parietal  incision 
and  the  vessels  of  the  excised  ov>iries,)  does  no  harm,  though 
never  discharged;  this  being  prevented  by  close  sutures  and  the 
unvarying  foct  that  the  hog  lies  with  the  cut  side  np  until  the 
wound  is  healed.  There  is  another  mode  of  spaying,  to-wit:  in 
the  median  line.  This  is  easier  to  the  operator,  but  worse  for 
ibe  bog,  who  droops  for  days,  and  many  die.  From  a  hog  thus 
operated  on  the  blood  may  be  discharged  by  its  own  gravity,  if 
not  prevented  by  tight  sutures;  but  such  discharge  never  takes 
place,  in  either  mode,  except  in  such  cases  as  terminate  fatally. 
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Some  of  the  points  thnt  seem  well  e^tabliRhcd  by  exptiieisce 
are:  Isi  Effused  blood  into  the  cavity  of  the  flbdomen  does  no 
barm — to  a  hog.  2d.  The  hog,  wlien  cut  through  the  thick  mus- 
cles of  the  aide,  suffers  less  and  recovers  sooner  than  when  cut 
througli  the  thinner  but  tendonous  median  line.  Many  die  when 
thus  cut;  rarely  one  dies  when  cut  in  the  side.  This  may  be  due, 
in  part,  to  the  tissues  involved,  and  pm-tly  to  the  weight  of  the 
Tiscera,  strHining  the  suturoa  in  one  case,  tlms  opening  the 
wound;  and  in  the  other,  keeping  the  lips  in 'itpposition,  almost 
without  the  need  of  a  stitch.  Usually,  the-,  incision  in  the  me- 
dian line  requires  three  sutures;  the  aide  but  one. 

But  I  have  written  enough  to  evoke  whatever  there  ni.iy  be 
in  the  subject  worthy  of  consideration,  by  you  or  otiiers,  ao  well 
versed  in  human  ovariotomy,  if,  indeed,  there  is  ;iny  rclevaney  of 
one  to  the  olLer. 


^tt«>rtii  griiflfiiij]  «(  §U(1in«c. 


ROBLKT  DATTf:y.  U.D.,  Ripoktc 


ATI.A.ST1,  Ga.,  April  ti,  1875. 

Vice-President,  Dr.  V.  H.  Taliaferro,  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Baird  read  an  essay  upon  the  medical  uses  of  electricity-. 

Dr.  Calhoun  bad  a  case  of  atrophy  of  the  o]>tic  nerves  in  a 
young  man  of  eighteen,  duo  to  pressure,  as  he  believes,  upon  the 
commissure  of  the  ner\'es.  He  is  using  the  fifth  of  a  grain  of 
strychnia  daily.  He  improved  up  to  a  certain  point,  when  the 
case  came  to  a  stand  BtiU.  Dr.  Baird  n'as  kind  enough  to  sub- 
ject the  patient  then  to  daily  galvanization.  The  latter  has  been 
continued  only  tor  one  week,  and  there  ha.s  been  a  gradual  but 
sure  progress.  Ho  is  very  favorably  impressed  with  the  progress 
thua  far  made.  It  is  the  constant  current  whiuh'is  used  in  these 
affections. 

Dr.  Armstrong  reported  a  case,  the  history  of  which  dates 
back  about  two  years,  and  which  to-day  resulted  in  the  ueceasity 
for  operation,  by  removal  of  the  diseased  ere,  on  account  of  sym- 
pathetic irritation  in  the  sound  eye. 
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HisTOKT.— On  the  141.h  March,  1873,  M.  J.  K.  applied  for 
treatment  of  his  left  eye  in  a  painful  and  inflamed  condition.  He 
Bays  that  he  is  &  machinist  by  profession,  and  has  been  engaged 
at  Chattanooga,  Tennesaee,  in  the  railroad  shops,  in  that  capac- 
ity; thnt^'on  the  4th  iust.  he  wits  engaged  in  work  on  an  engine, 
and  while  striking  a  block  used  in  forcing  some  part  of  the  ma- 
chinery, it  flew  back  and  struck  him  in  the  left  eye.  The  blow 
stanned  him  for  some  hour.');  but  on  the  nest  day  he  continued 
to  work,  notwithstanding  there  was  a  continuous  discharj;;e  of 
tears,  pain  and  intolerance  of  light  in  that  eye.  Being  a  man  of 
iron  will  and  of  great  physical  endurance,  he  continued  his  occu- 
pation eight  davR,  when  he  came  to  Atlanta  for  treatment. 

On  examination,  the  pupil  of  the  left  eye  was  found  to  be 
dilated  (mydriasis)  to  its  full  capacity;  nor  did  it  respond  either 
to  light  or  the  action  of  calabar  hean.  There  was  photophobia, 
a  profuse  discharge  of  scalding  tears,  and  general  inflammation 
of  the  ball  and  lids,  as  well  as  severe  orbital  neuralgia.  He  coukl 
only  see  large  objects  at  a  short  distanc3  very  indistinctly.  He 
was  placed  in  a  dart  room  and  free  mercurial  calhai-sis  induced. 
Leeches  were  applied  to  the  temple  and  aronml  the  eye,  and 
cloths  wrung  in  warm  water  used  to  promote  a  free  flow  of  blood. 
From  this  course  the  pain  and  inflammation  were,  in.a  measure, 
relieved.  Cold  cloths  were  now  applied,  but  with  the  effect  of 
producing  chilly  sensations;  they  were  diKContiuued.  aud  cloths 
wet  with  tepid  water  were  again  used,  and  found  soothing  to  the 
eye  aud  comforting  to  patient.  Ou  the  nest  day,  I5th,  there  still 
being  some  orbital  pain,  a  blister  was  applied  to  temple  aud 
poppy  fomentations  ordered.  The  gnms  were  touched  slightly 
with  mercury  to  get  the  specific  effect  of  the  drug. 

He  remained  in  a  moderately  comfortable  condition  until  the 
23d,  when  the  pain  and  inflammation  were  slightly  increased. 
Leeches  and  scarrifications  of  conjunctiva  were  tried  with  some 
relief,  and  a  blister  reapplied  to  temple.  After  this  scari'ifica- 
tions  were  frequently  resorted  to,  and  almost  invariably  with 
some  abatement  of  pain  aud  inflammation.'  Cold  cloths  were 
still  fonnd  incompatible  with  his  condition,  and  the  warm  cloths 
and  poppy  fomentations  were  continued  with  advantage.  At  no 
time  since  the  patient  was  first  seen  did  his  pulse,  while  in  a  hor- 
izontal position,  beat  faster  than  natural,  and  it  frequently  de- 
scended to  sixty  beats  in  the  minute;  but  on  assuming  the  erect 
posture  it  would  generally  run  up  to  one  hundred. 
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Daring  the  month  of  April  there  was  bnt  Ter?  Blight  variatioD 
in  the  management  'of  the  eye,  and  the  improvement  was  not 
marked  ontil  Ma;  5th,  at  which  time  there  was  a  decided  ohaoge 
for  the  better.  The  pain  ceased  and  the  inflammation  was  much 
reduced.  Hia  appetite  became  good  and  light  could  1ke  borne 
better.  On  the  IJith  he  was  sufficiently  improved  to  have  an 
ophthalmoscopic  examination  of  the  eye  made.  Besides  some 
congestion  of  the  retinal  Tessels,  the  retina  was  foond  to  be  de- 
tached on  the  nasal  side  of  the  eye.  His  sight  was  very  little 
improved;  he  was  only  able  to  see  the  form  of  large  objects  at  a 
hundred  or  more  feet  distant,  when  they  were  in  &ont  or  to  the 
right;  those  to  the  left  being  invisible  on  account  of  detachment 
of  retina  on  the  nasal  side  of  eye.  He  remained  under  observa- 
tion until  June  let,  when  he  had  soffioiently  recovered  his  gen- 
eral health  to  resume  his  occupation. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  1875,  near  two  years  from  the  date 
of  injury,  &L  J.  K.  applied  to  me  again  to  treat  the  same  eye. 
He  says  that  he  has  been  engaged  without  interruption  at  his 
business  since  his  recovery,  and  that  his  eye  has  never  given  him 
any  trouble  until  eight  days  ago,  when  he  felt  some  pain  and  had 
increased  flow  of  tears  from  it  These  symptoms  increased  daily 
Tifltil  he  presented  himself  for  treatment.  He  says  farther  that 
the  Uttle  sight  left  in  that  eye  has  been  lost  within  the  last  few 
days. 

Upon  examination,  there  is  the  same  degree  of  mydriasis  as 
existed  when  he  first  came  under  observation.  The  lena  is  cata- 
ractoHS,  and  there  is  inflammation  of  the  ball,  with  severe  pain 
in  the  eye  and  around  the  orbit. 

Leeches,  ecarrifications  and  a  bhster  to  the  temple  were  used 
as  before,  and  with  the  effect  of  greatly  modifying  the  pain  and 
inflammation.  Cold  applications  were  found  uncomfortable; 
warm  fomentations,  on  the  contrary,  were  veiy  soothing.  His  ■ 
palse  was  not  often  over  sixty  beats  to  the  minute,  and  he  suffered 
from  gout,  nervous  prostration  and  chilly  sensations. 

The  condition  of  patient  remained  somewhat  improved  antil 
the  21st,  when  pain  and  the  flow  of  hot,  scalding  tears  indicated 
a  return  of  the  inflammation.  After  soarrifying  the  conjonctiva 
and  applying  a  bUster  to  the  temple,  he  expressed  himself  as 
being  much  more  comfortable.  Applications  of  tepid  water 
.seemed  to  add  much  to  his  comfort  also. 

He  complained  of  inability  to  sleep,  and  after  this  morphine 
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wa8  given  &t  bed  time,  vrith  the  effect  of  relieving  all  pain  and 
bringing  sound  sleep.  No  farther  cbaDgea  worth;  of  notice  og- 
corred  in  the  s^mptomB  antil  Ilth  March,  when  some  pain,  red- 
neae  and  increased  lachrjmation  were  developed  in  the  right  or 
Boond  eje.  The  patient  waa  at  once  made  acquainted  with  the 
&ct  that  sympathetic  irritation  bad  occnrred  in  the  right  eye, 
and  the  danger  of  it  explained  to  him.  Then  the  removal  of  the 
diseased  and  blind  eye,  with  a  view  of  preventing  farther  trouble 
in  the  other,  was  proposed.  The  operation,  however,  was  declined 
for  the  time.  Antiphlogistic  treatment  was  continaed,  together 
with  dailj  Bse  of  morphine,  tintil  the  23d  March.  At  this  date 
the  inflammation  in  the  diseased  eye  bad  greatly  diminished,  and 
the  sympathetic  irritation  of  the  right  eye  apparently  gone. 

The  same  coarse  of  treatment  was  contiaaed  np  to  the  3d  of 
April.  On  the  night  of  this  day  the  left  eye  again  became  very 
painful,  and  sympathetic  irritation  in  the  right  eye  came  on  at 
the  same  time.  Vision,  however,  was  in  no  way  impaired  in  this 
eye.  With  the  hope  of  relieving  the  sympathetic  trouble  the 
operation  of  removing  the  diseased  eye  was  again  proposed  and 
arged  npon  the  patient,  which  he  consented  to  have  done  the 
next  nraniing. 

At  10  AH.  the  patient  was  placed  fully  under  the  influence  of 
an  ancesthetic,  and  the  diseased  eye  removed.  The  immediate 
relief  afforded  by  the  operation  was  marked ;  the  patient  expressed 
at  once  the  sense  that  a  great  burden  bad  been  rolled  off  him. 

Dr.  Calhoun,  in  reply  to  a  question,  said  that  detachment  of 
ibe  retina,  resulting  from  blows,  is  rather  common.     He  also 

reported  tbe  following  case:    Miss ,  of  Gainesville,  Georgia, 

bad  been  sitting  up  constantly  with  a  sick  relative  for  several 
weeks,  and  was  very  much  prostrated  when  the  necessity  for 
mental  and  bodily  strain  bad  passed  away.  On  awaking  on  the 
morning  after  the  first  sight  of  refreshing  sleep,  she  found  the 
vision  of  her  right  eye  very  defective,  rapidly  growing  worse  un- 
til she  was  almost  completely  blind.  This  state  of  things  had 
existed  about  two  weeks,  when  she  consulted  him  in  reference  to 
her  vision,  on  the  15tb  Febrnaiy.  From  external  appearances 
there  was  no  cause  for  the  blindness,  but  upon  examining  tbe 
eye  with  the  ophthalmoscope,  the  lower  part  of  the  retina  for 
about  a  third  or  fourth  of  its  entire  extent  was  detached,  and  as 
she  moved  the  eye  about  in  different  directions  the  detached 
membrane  could  be  plainly  seen  to  float  up  and  down,  showing 
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the  large  retinal  blood-vessels,  which  ran  over  the  detached  por- 
tion. By  dilating  the  pupil  with  atropine,  the  detached  mem- 
brane  coald  be  much  more  clearlj  observed,  floating  to  and  b-o 
as  the  direction  of  the  eje  was  changed.  There  was  no  pain  and 
no  inconvenience,  exctipt  the  lose  of  vision,  the  patient  being 
merely  able  to  distiiigiitHh  the  movement  of  the  hand  bacli  and 
forth  before  the  eve.  Between  the  detached  retina  and  the  cho- 
roid there  seemed  to  be  a  substance,  but  it  could  not  be  decided 
■poaitively  whether  it  was  a  secretion  or  cysticercus  or  some  other 
body,  though  the  most  reasonable  supposition  was  that  it  was 
the  first.  Patient  was  kept  under  observation  for  several  days, 
and  put  upon  an  alterative  and  tonic  treatment,  such  as  iodide 
potass.,  iron,  quinine,  etc.,  with  the  view  of  bringinq  about  an 
absorptiou  of  the  secretion,  if  such  existed,  and  of  toning  up  her 
general  health. 

She  returned  to  her  home  to  give  the  treatment  a  sufficient 
trial,  after  which,  if  no  good  had  resolted,  it  was  determined  to 
operate  upon  the  eye,  rupturing  the  detached  portion  of  retina, 
giving  the  substance  behind  an  opportunity  to  escape,  and  thereby 
enabling  the  retina  to  resume  its  former  position. 

At  the  end  of  three  weeks  the  patient  returned  for  examina- 
tion, and  upon  looking  into  the  eye  with  the  ophthalmoscope, 
not  the  least  particle  of  the  detachment  conld  be  observed,  the 
secretion  between  the  retina  and  choroid  had  been  entirely  ab- 
sorbed, and  the  retina  had  completely  and  thoroughly  replaced 
itself  in  its  normal  position.  The  vitreous  was  clear,  and  the 
vision  was  found  by  the  test  letters  to  be  two-fifths,  and  she  could 
read  Snellen's  test  types  No.  8^.  According  to  her  statement, 
the  sight  was  still  rapidly  improving.  The  success  of  the  treat- 
ment, and  the  disappearance  of  the  substance  which  was  forcing 
the  retina  away  from  the  choroid,  demonstrated  the  cause  of  the 
detachment  to  have  been  a  serous  choroiditis,  the  secretion  pour- 
ing out  of  the  choroidal  blood- vris^e Is  and  falling  down  between 
the  two  membranes  and  detaching  the  retina.  After  the  absorp- 
tion of  this  secretion  the  retina  resumed  its  former  natnrol  place. 
Several  snccessfnl  operations  for  the  restoration  of  detachment 
of  the  retina  have  been  reported,  but  very  few  cases  are  on  record 
of  replacement  taking  place  almost  of  its  own  accord,  nature  do- 
ing most  of  the  work  which  restored  the  parts  to  health. 

The  patient  remained  a  few,  days,  improving  all  the  while, 
and  returned  to  her  home.     Adjourned. 
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Atlanta,  Ga.,  April  13,  1875. 
Tice-President,  Dr.  J.  M.  Boring,  in  the  chair. 
Dr.  Battey  reported  the  case  of  a  ladj  of  Meriwether  conntj, 
Georgia,  aged  twenty-five,  married  nine  years,  three  children, 
youngest  three  years  old.  Two  years  ago  she  ohserved  a  tamor 
in  the  abdomen  rising  oat  of  the  pcWis,  which  gradually  aag- 
mented  in  sizo,  until  at  last  it  became  so  serious  a  burden  as  to 
confine  her  to  her  bed.  She  was  seen  at  her  homo  in  January. 
She  was  a  small,  slender  woman,  much  emaciatod;  if  divested  of 
her  tumor  would  hkely  weigh  not  over  seventy-five  or  eighty 
pounds;  a  woman,  however,  of  great  energy  and  spirit.  Her 
abdomen  was  enormously  distended,  so  much  so  that  she  required 
the  assistance  of  her  husband  to  lift  the  tumor  in  order  to  change 
her  position  in  bed.  She  complained  somewhat  of  abdominal 
pain,  but  chiefly  of  the  ^^at  distension,  of  dyspncsa,  of  nausea 
and  loss  of  appetite.  A  multilocular  ovarian  tumor  was  diagnos- 
ticated, consisting  of  two  large  cysts  separated  by  a  shallow  sul- 
cus, and  a  few  smaller  cysts  about  the  base.  The  uterus  was 
enlarged  and  rising  out  of  the  }>elvis— the  menses  bad  been  ab- 
sent four  months,  and  she  esteemed  herself  to  be  pregnant;  there 
had  been  no  quickeuing. 

In  view  of  the  rational  signs  of  a  four  months'  pregnancy, 
'Coupled  with  the  very  great  abdominal  distension,  the  case  did 
not  present  favorably  for  ovariotomy,  and  it  was  deemed  best  to 
tap  the  largest  cyst  to  afford  temporary  relief,  and  in  the  hope 
that  the  utems  would  empty  itself  and  remove  the  'embarrass- 
ment of  pregnancy  from  the  case,  or,  upon  the  other  hand,  that 
relief  might  be  afforded  by  the  tapping,  repeated  from  time  to 
time  if  need  be,  so  as  to  relieve  the  vital  organs  from  serious  em- 
barrassment and  the  pregnancy  go  on  to  full  term.  She  was 
therefore  tapped,  on  the  23d  January,  with  the  assistance  of  Br. 
John  T.  Dixon,  the  attending  physician,  and  thirty  pounds  of 
thick,  soupy  fluid,  of  a  deep  chocolate  color,  removed.  It  was 
impracticable  to  empty  tliis  cyst  entirely,  probably  ten  pounds  of 
thick,  grumous  material  remaining  behind.  The  outlines  of  the 
other  large  cyst,  which  lay  in  the  right  side,  were  now  well 
marked;  it  was  not  interfered  with.  The  whole  tumor,  with  its 
contents,  was  estimated  at  sixty  pounds.  The  relief  afforded  the 
patient  by  the  tapping  was  marked  and  gratifying. 

On  the  2Cth  of  Februarj-,  Dr.  Dixon  writes:  "  Mrs.  R.  is  get- 
ting along  badly.    I  saw  her  to-day.     She  is  aa  large  as  before 
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tappiog,  is  greatly  emaciated,  has  tronblesome  coagh,  a  great 
deal  of  uausea,  fltomach  trefnstis  to  retain  almost  eTerythiug.  She 
haa  almost  constant  discharge  of  water  from  the  nterns;  some- 
times it  comes,  she  says,  in  a  gnsb,  as  though  her  waters  were 
broken,  and  then  more  gradually.  The  labia  majora  are  so  macfa 
swollen  it  is  painfnl  for  her  to  sit.  She  is  anxiona  for  the  opera- 
tion, but  has  fears  that  she  is  not  strong  enough." 

In  a  subseqaent  letter  Dr.  Dixon  writes:  "I  was  called  to 
Mrs-  R.  on  the  7th  March,  early  in  the  morning,  \yben  I  reached 
her  she  had  been  delivered  of  a  child,  a  good  large  one;  it  was 
stilt  born,  and  estimated  to  have  reached  the  sixth  month.  I 
found  her  dying,  but  perfectly  conscious.  Her  remark  to  me, 
when  I  stepped  in,  was:  'Doctor,  clear  me  as  quick  as  possible, 
I  am  flooding.'  The  placenta  was  lying  in  the  vagina;  I  removed 
it;  there  was  no  flo«ding,  and  the  clothing  did  not  show  that 
there  had  been  anything  like  hemorrhage.  I  tapped  her  a  few 
minutes  after  death;  drew  off  the  same  quantity  of  fluid  that  yoa 
did  when  here.  It  was  not  so  thick;  ran  without  any  difliculty 
whatever  through  a  smaller  canula  than  you  used.  The  fluid 
drawn  was  quite  offensive." 

What  was  the  immediate  cause  of  death  in  this  case?  This 
can  never  be  positively  known,  since  there  was  no  autopsy,  but 
the  statements  of  Dr.  Dixon  lead  to  the  rational  opinion  that 
it  was  due  to  rupture  of  the  cyst,  which  had  again  become  very 
much  distended.  WTiat  might  have  been  the  eventual  result  had 
the  cyst  been  tapped  previoiis  to  the  abortion  could  not  be  safety 
predicted.  It  would  have  warded  off  the  danger  of  mpture  at 
least,  which  was  the  probable  cause  of  death,  and  would  there- 
fore likely  have  prolonged  life.  The  putrid  character  of  the  con- 
tents, though,  must  soon  have  terminated  life,  and  even  if  a  per- 
manent drain  had  been  estabhshed  and  the  cyst  daily  washed 
out,  it  is  not  likely  that  she  could  have  survived  the  resulting; 
inflammation  of  the  cyst  itsolf.  Ought  the  tumor  to  have  been 
removed  on  the  23d  January  in  lieu  of  the  tapping?  It  is  noto 
clear  that  it  ought  to  have  been  removed,  in  view  of  the  termi- 
nation of  the  case;  but  a/  the  time  it  seemed  equally  clear  that 
the  reduction  by  tapping  would  likely  afford  temporary  relief,  as 
it  did  very  satisfactorily,  and  that  the  bulk  might  be  kept  within 
safe  limits  by  repeated  tappings  until  pregnancy  was  gotten  rid 
of  and  opportunity  afforded  to  somewhat  recuperate  the  general 
health.  It  was  a  grievous  eiTor  in  the  patient  to  refuse  surgical 
aid  until  driven  to  it  in  her  last  and  dire  extremity. 
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Dr.  Tod<]  reported  that  he  had  observed  the  nse  of  a  Dostnim 
called  Collins'  Antidote  for  Opium  in  as  many  as  five  cases.  In 
no  case  did  it  accomplish  any  good  whatever.  One  patient  took 
it  for  two  years.     No  benefit  resulted  in  any  case. 

Dr.  Batteystated  that  he  had  observed  its  effect  in  one  case. 
The  patient  complained  that  the  remedy  kept  her  sleeping 
profoundly  all  the  time,  and  she  fonnd  it  necessary  to  diminish 
the  dose  to  one-half  that  directed.  This  nostrum  is,  hkely,  a  sac- 
chariijke  solution  of  morphine  and  quinine,  colored  to  please  the 
eye.  The  quantity  of  the  morphine  is  gradnally  diminished  and 
the  quinine  increased  in  like  proportion  to  conceal  the  with- 
drawal of  the  morphia.  He  could  not  see  how  any  reputable 
physician  could  prescribe  this  nostrnm  any  more  than  Jayne's 
£xpectorant  or  Helmbold's  Bnchu. 

Drs.  Calhoun,  Baird  and  Boring  had  some  observation  of  the 
nostrum,  and  concuiTed  in  the  opinion  that  its  use  could  not  be 
countenanced  by  reputable  physicians. 

Dr.  Woodhull  exhibited  a  specimen  of  carbazotate  of  ammo- 
nia and  also  of  salicylic  acid,  which  had  been  sent  him  for  exper- 
iment. The  former  is  on  trial  as  a  substitute  for  quinine  as  an 
antiperiodic,  and  the  latter  as  an  antiseptic  and  antiferment 
He  had  tried  the  carbazotate  of  ammonia  in  bnt  one  case  of  in- 
termittent. Three-quarter  grain  dose  administered  three  times 
daily  arrested  the  chill  in  two  or  three  days.  He  had  not  as  yet 
tried  the  salicylic  acid. 

Dr.  Battey  remarked  that  the  carbazotate  of  ammonia  is,  as 
its  name  implies,  a  compound  of  carbazotic  acid  with  ammonia. 
Carbazotic  acid  is  a  nitro-hydro-carbon,  obtained  by  the  action 
of  nitric  acid  upon  indigo  and  other  organic  substances.  He  has 
no  experience  of  its  medicinal  nse.  The  salt  is  quite  bitter, 
reminding  one  of  quinine.    Adjourned. 


Atlinta,  Ga.,  April  27,  1875. 
Dr.  John  M.  Johnson,  President,  in  the  choir. 
Dr.  V,  H.  Taliaferro  reported  the  following  case: 
I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Academy  to  a  recent  oper- 
ation for  partial  rupture  of  the  perineum ;  not  for  any  special 
interest  in  the  operation  itself,  but  for  remarkable  sequelae  which 
comphcated  and  greatly  threatened  the  BQCcessful  results. 
Yoi.  XUl— No,  3.— 11. 
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Mrs. ,  a  most  estimable  lady,  of  norvo-sanguine  tem- 
perament, came  under  my  treatment  BOine  eight  or  ten  months 
since,  with  chronic  general  endometritis  and  anteversion  of  the 
uterna,  together  with  a  rupture  of  the  perineum  extending  to  the 
sphincter  ani.  Thte  uterine  disease  gradually  yielded  to  treat- 
ment, and  with  it  a  restoration  of  the  general  health  and  strength, 
whun  it  was  detcrmiDcd  to  restore  the  perineum,  inasmuch  as 
the  autevcraion  still  existed,  though  causing  no  inconvenience, 
and  the  patient  had  complained  since  the  rupture  of  a  sense  of 
weakness  in  the  parts,  and  involuntarily  supported  the  perineum 
with  the  hand  in  the  act  of  defecation.  The  patient  on  her  back, 
with  the  knees  flexed,  the  deformity  occasioned  by  the  rupture 
was  seen  to  be  very  considerable,  the  labia  gaping  widely,  and 
exposing  fully  one-third  of  tlie  vaginal  canal.  The  patient's  gen- 
eral health  was  excellent,  and  she  could  not  have  been  in  a  better 
condition  for  operation. 

The  bowels  having  been  evacuated  the  day  before  by  enema, 
(he  patient  was  put  under  the  influence  of  ether  by  Dr.  Baird, 
and  x)laced  in  the  lithotomy  portion.  The  attention  of  Drs. 
Armstrong  and  Baird,  who  assisted  in  the  operation,  was  now 
called  to  the  demarcation  of  rupture  through  the  jjcrineal  trian- 
gle, and  hence  the  surface  to  be  denuded  was  pretty  well  defined. 
The  entire  cicatricial  tissue  thus  marked  out  was  removed  with 
curved  scissors,  and  followed  by  but  little  bleeding,  so  much  so 
that  V)r.  Armstrong  called  attention  to  the  very  small  amount  of 
blood  lost.  The  parts  were  exposed  to  the  atmosphere  and  cokl 
water  sponging  for  some  twenty  or  thirty  minutes,  and  the  ooz- 
ing ceased.  The  denuded  surfaces  wei'e  now  brought  together  by 
three  deep  sutures,  each  of  which  was  buried  in  the  recto-vaginal 
septum.  The  parts  were  accurately  adjusted  and  the  sutures 
secured  by  means  of  small  leaden  buttoas,  and  perforated  shot 
compressed  immediately  over  the  line  of  adjustment. 

The  operation  being  completed,  and  in  everj'  way  satisfactory 
to  the  gentlemen  assisting  me  and  to  mj'self,  the  patient  was  put 
to  bed,  with  the  promise  that  I  would  return  at  an  early  hour  to 
see  that  she  was  comfortable.  Returning  in  some  three  or  four 
hours,  my  astonishment  was  great  to  find  that  the  iiatient  had 
been  bleeding,  and,  as  she  expressed  it,  Jlooding.  Upon  my  ex- 
pression of  surprise  and  doubt  as  to  the  quantity  of  blood  as 
stated  to  have  been  lost,  I  wac  shown  several  large  cloths  satur- 
ated and  clotted  with  blood.     The  patient  was  excited,  faint  and 
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'jiaaseatetl.  Placing  her  before  a  good  light,  and  the  parts  ex- 
posed, I  found  the  viiWa  completely  covered  with  blood-clot. 
The  finger  introduced  into  the  vagiiia  found  the  canal  distended 
with  clotted  blood.  With  a  stream  of  cold  water  from  a  David- 
son syringe  the  parts  were  soon  cleaned  off,  when  I  at  once  re- 
moved the  stitches,  and  emptied  the  vagina  of  its  accumulated 
clots. 

Satisfying  myself  that  the  bleeding  came  from  the  wounded 
siii-fitce,  and  that  the  oozing  then  going  on  could  not  possibly 
prove  serious  (the  precaution  of  a  vaginal  tampon  being  intro- 
duced) before  my  return,  I  went  tor  Drs.  Armstrong  and  Baird 
and  instruments  for  replacing' the  stitches.  In  less  than  an  hour 
we  were  again  with  the  patient,  when  she  was  at  once  gotten  into 
position  as  for  the  operation,  and  etlier  administered.  Upon  a 
careful  examination  of  the  parts,  the  bleeding  was  found  to  pro- 
ceed from  the  upper  vaginal  border  of  the  pared  surface,  and 
from  which  there  was  scarcely  any  bleeding  at  the  time  of  i>aring. 
There  were  one  or  two  points  remote  from  this  that  bled  more 
persistently  than  elsewhere,  but  these  ceased  in  a  reasonable 
time.  This  bleeding  point  was  for  some  time  exposed  to  the 
atmosphere,  together  with  the  free  use  of  the  sponge  and  cold 
water,  but  yet  the  oozing  was  qnite  free  and  not  at  all  abated. 
It  was  therefore  decided  to  ligata  the  bleeding  vessel  or  vessels, 
and  accordingly  a  silk  ligature  was  thrown  around  them  and  the 
bleeding  found  to  be  perfectly  controlled.  One  end  of  the  liga- 
ture was  left  long  and  thrown  up  the  vagina.  The  stitches  were 
now  replaced  as  before,  with  the  exception  of  there  being  two 
instead  of  three  deep  sutures,  these  being  a  little  more  apart  than 
before.  The  operation  was  again  completed,  the  patient  was  put 
to  bed,  and  a  quarter  of  a  giain  of  morphia  administered.  The 
urine  was  drawn  off  by  catheter  for  five  or  six  days;  the  bowels 
were  kept  constipated,  and  the  vagina  syringed  with  warm  water 
oace  daily  after  the  third  day. 

The  deep  sutures  were  removed  on  the  fourth  day,  and  the 
snperficiol  ones  on  the  eighth,  and  on  the  tenth  day  the  bowels 
were  emptied  by  small  doses  of  epsom  salts.  The  union  of  the 
parts  has  been  complete,  the  perineum  is  perfectly  restored,  the 
ugly,  gaping  deformity  of  the  labia  is  gone,  and  altogether  the 
parts  are  in  as  natural  a  condition  as  is  possible,  and  the  patient 
is  delighted  with  her  improved  condition. 

A  secondary  hemorrhage,  under  such  circumstances  is,  to  say 
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the  least,  remarkable.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  aimilor  case 
in  the  history  of  the  operation  for  rupture  of  the  perineum.  The 
only  rational  explanation,  and  which  I  believe  is  concurred  in  by 
the  gentlemen  present  and  assisting,  is  that  the  vessel  or  vessels 
at  the  point  of  the  verging  vraa  prevented  from  bleeding  immedi- 
ately by  the  torsion  from  the  scissors,  and  this,  vrhile  sufficient 
for  the  time  being,  was  insufficient  to  withstand  the  reaction  in. 
the  circulation. 

Dr.  Battey  called  attention  to  two  specimens  of  cystic  fluid 
recently  drawn  from  two  cases  of  abdominal  tumor  by  hypoder- 
mic syringe.  The  first  was  taken  from  a  negro  woman  iBt.  about 
tbirty-tbree.  She  observed,  three  and  a  half  yeai'S  ago,  a  lum^ 
of  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg  in  the  right  hypochondriac  region. 
It  was  hard  and  freely  movable  in  every  direction,  situated  nob 
very  deeply  under  the  skin. 

The  attention  of  Dr.  Selman  was  called  to  it  sis  mouths  after 
its  appearance.  It  was  then  a  little  lower  than  when  hrst  dis- 
covered, and  about  the  size  of  a  walnut.  The  tumor  is  now  in 
the  ovarian  region,  about  the  size  of  a  f<etal  head,  and  apparently 
attached  to  Poupart's  ligament.  It  is  not  attached  to  tbe  skin, 
but  its  size  renders  the  skin  covering  it  vtry  tense,  aliowiog  but 
slight  movement.  It  is  a  source  of  some  annoyauce.  The  pain 
is  not  great,  but  it  interferes  somewhat  with  flexion  of  the  thigh, 
and  is  chafed  by  the  clothing.  Without  the  history  of  the  case, 
should  have  taken  it  for  an  ovarian  cyst  He  considers  it  a  cys- 
tic tumor  of  the  abdominal  wall.  Begards  it  as  a  very  peculiar 
cose.  The  fluid  is  chocolate  colored,  and  it,  as  well  as  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  tumor,  reminds  him  of  the  early  appearance  of 
uu  ovarian  tumor  in  a  young  woman  in  whom  he  made  an  ex- 
ploratory incision  a  few  mouths  ago,  in  which  the  tumor  bulged 
forward,  in  consequence  of  extensive  adhesions  all  arouud,  thus 
preventing  lateral  extension  and  forcing  it  to  project  forward. 

The  other  fluid  is  from  a  young  lady  barely  sixteen  years  of 
age.  bhe  obsei-ved,  about  a  year  ago,  a  little  fulness  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  abdomen;  her  attention  being  first  attracted  to  it 
from  the  gradually  increasing  tightness  of  her  clothing.  She  is 
robust,  well  developed,  never  had  any  sickness.  Last  July  the 
attention  of  Dr.  Selmon,  who  was  visiting  a  patient  in  the  fam- 
ily, was  called  to  the  enlargement  of  her  abdomen.  Her  menses 
were  regular.  Some  placebo  was  ordered.  In  January  his  at- 
leLtion  was  again  called  to  her,  and  upon  esaminatiou  found  the 
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abdomen  filled  by  a  tumor  extendinR  from  the  ensiform  cartilage 
to  the  pubis,  and  bulging  auteriorly. 

Dr.  Battey  found  finctuation  clear  and  distinct,  escept  at  the 
tipper  and  left-band  portion,  wbere  be  found  a  bard  body,  resem- 
bling the  apleen  to  the  feel,  and,  moreover,  a  tympanitic  sound 
on  percQSsion  over  the  spleenic  region.  If  this  hard  body  is  the 
spleen,  it  seems  to  be  intimately  associated  with  the  tumor.  The 
main  tumor  is  muUilocnlar.  The  portion  in  the  pelvis  is  divided 
into  three  separate  portions  by  sulci;  that  part  in  the  abdomen 
by  three  sulci.  Fluctuation  is  not  folt  across  these  divisions. 
The  weight  of  the  tumor  is  estimated  at  thirty  or  twenty-five 
pounds.  There  is  but  little  solid  matter  at  its  base.  One  cyst 
waa  tapped  with  the  hypodermic  syrinfi^e,  aud  the  fluid  withdrawn 
vas  almost  as  clear  as  water,  with  a  slight  opalescence.  This  is 
very  rare  in  multilocular  tumor  of  the  ovary. 

The  case  is  one  that  appeals  strongly  to  bis  sympathies.  The 
patient  desires  to  go  abroad  in  the  community,  but  cannot  escape 
the  finger  of  scorn  that  is  constantly  xwinted  at  her. 

He  proposed  to  her  an  operation  for  the  removal  of  the  tu- 
mor, in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  her  general  health  is  good,  and 
in  violation  of  the  rule  amongst  ovariotomists  not  to  operate 
before  the  patient  has  become  somewhat  broken  down  in  health. 
'The  abdominal  cavity  becomes,  by  the  presence  of  the  tumor, 
tolerant,  and  the  danger  from  peritonitis  is  lessened.  It  is  a  fact 
in  general  surgery  that  a  person  worn  down  by  caries  or  a  semi- 
malignant  disease,  bears  an  operation  better  than  one  suffering 
from  acut«  injury.  Utangerous  inflammation  is  risked  by  an  op- 
eration on  a  person  in  robust  health,  and  the  moral  effect  of  put- 
ting a  vigorous  person  to  bed  is  unfavorable.  For  these  reasons 
it  is  deemed  beat  to  wait  until  the  patient  has  become  accustomed 
to  carrying  the  burden,  but  it  is  not  wise  to  wait  until  death's 
door  is  almost  reached.     Such  is  the  general  rule. 

Dr.  Baird  could  not  understand  the  philosophy  of  deferring 
BO  grave  an  operation  until  the  powers  of  life  began  to  fail,  par- 
ticularly when  we  recall  the  admitted  fact  that  septicaemia,  and 
not  peritonitis,  is  the  most  dreaded  sequel  of  ovariotomy. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson  does  not  think  it  best  to  operate  in  full 
health.  There  should  be  a  period  of  preparation.  The  powers 
of  the  system  should  be  preserved,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
patient  should  be  reduced.  But  reduction  should  not  be  carried 
too  far,  and  the  operation  should  not  be  defei^red  too  long. 
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Dr.  J.  T.  JohneoQ  thought  there  was  more  danger  from  acute- 
inflammatioQ  after  operations  in  health;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  risk  of  septic  poisoning  is  incieaeed  when  the  vital  powers 
are  woikeued. 

Dr.  Battey  said  it  was  true  that  the  great  danger  in  ovariot- 
omy ia  not  peritonitis  from  incision  of  the  peritoneum,  froui- 
exposure  to  the  air,  or  from  sponging  its  surface,  but  fi'om  septi- 
ceemia.  Experience  shows  that  those  permns  who  have  carried 
the  tumor  for  a  length  of  time  give  the  gi-eatest  percentage  of 
recoveries.  It  was  reasoned,  a  priori,  in  tlie  early  history  of  this 
operation,  that  the  earliiir  the  tumor  was  removed  the  better  for 
the  patient.  It  is  smaller,  the  adhesions  are  less,  the  stamina  of 
the  patient  is  better,  and  the  power  of  resistance  is  not  impaired. 
But  experience  does  not  verify  this  argument.  If  the  cyst  in  the 
second  case  was  not  multiiocular,  and  if  the  fiuid  contained  no 
albumen,  he  would  thiuk  it  simply  a  cystic  tumor  of  the  broad 
Ugameat,  and  not  of  the  ovary.  lu  that  event  a  simple  tapping 
would  suriiue  for  the  cure,  and  ovariotomy  would  not.  be  justi- 
fiable.    Adjuuriied. 

Atlanta,  ft.\.,  May  i.  1875. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson,  Prosideut,  presiding. 

Dr.  Calhoun  presented  an  eye  removed  by  cncut-Ioation  from 
a  man  ict.  about  twenty-eight.  Wiia  struck  iu  the  left  eye,  about 
last  Christmas,  by  a  small  piece  of  wood,  that  punctured  the 
coats  at  the  comeo-sclerotic  junction,  allowing  the  humoi-s  to 
escape.  The  eye  became  sunken,  and  vision  was  lost.  Six  waeks 
after  the  accident  he  experienced  paiu  iu  the  right  eye.  The 
pain  corresponded  in  its  location  exactly  to  the  scat  of  the  wound 
in  the  other  hall,  and  in  a  few  honrs  attained  a  great  degi-ee  of 
violence.  Ou  the  second  day  vision  was  entirely  lost,  and  the 
pain  in  both  eyes  was  veiy  intense.  The  ordinary  treatment, 
cold,  rest  in  a  dark  room,  and  cathartics,  was  adopted  by  his 
physician.     In  two  weeks  he  vrivs  able  to  go  about  and  attend  to 

Two  weeks  later  both  eyes  were  again  attacked  by  violent 
inflammation.  The  former  treatment  produced  no  effect.  A  con- 
sultation was  had,  and  it  was  decided  to  cnt  out  the  cicatrix, 
supposing  that  it  might  be  the  cause  of  irritation  by  producing 
traction  on  the  ciliarj-  nerves.  During  the  operation  the  humors 
escaped,  and  temporary  relief  followed.     After  a  short  period. 
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Bjnipathetic  inflammation  again  lit  np.  The  left  eye  was  then 
incised  and  the  fluids  evacuated,  with  improvement  for  a  day  or 
two,  only  to  be  followed  by  another  relapse. 

On  April  29tb  he  was  bronght  to  Atlanta  for  an  operation- 
Vision  was  entirely  gone  in  the  left  eye,  which  was  very  much 
contracted.  In  tho  right  conld  barely  distinguish  fingers  moved 
before  bis  face.  He  presented  all  the  Hymptoms  of  Bympathetic 
inflammation,  and  consequently  the  removal  of  the  wounded  eye 
was  advised,  hoping  thereby  to  relieve  the  pain.  The  left  ball 
was  removed,  and  relief  was  experienced  immediately.  The  next 
day  he  was  entirely  free  from  pain,  and  left  for  home,  since  which 
time  he  has  not  heard  from  him. 

Sympatlietic  inflammation  is  mo^t  apt  to  follow  those  injuries 
of  the  ball  that  involve  the  ciliary  bodies.  The  irritation  is  not 
transmitted  by  the  oi>tic,  but  through  the  ciliary  neves,  and  sym- 
pathetic inflammation  is  sure  to  follow,  sooner  or  later,  in  those 
cases  in  which  destmction  of  the  eye  has  followed  a  wound  of 
the  cihary  bodies.  In  these  cases  always  advises  the  removal  of 
the  injured  eye  before  sympathetic  inllamniation  shows  itself  in 
the  sonnd  eye,  for  its  occurrence  is  simply  a  qiiestion  of  time. 

Eecently  had  a  case  in  which  the  man  was  shot  in  the  eye  by 
an  arrow  when  a  boy.  Twenty-nine  yeai-s  afterward  sympathetic 
irritation  set  up  in  the  other  eye.  The  injured  ball  was  removed, 
vision  in  the  inflamed  eye  was  improved  but  not  restored.  Had 
the  saine  experience  in  another  case,  in  which  the  inflammation 
occurred  after  a  lapse  of  more  than  thirty  years.  The  trouble  in 
the  second  eye  is  irido-choroiditis.  It  almost  always  begins  with 
gradual  impairment  of  vision,  and  soon  inflammation  and  suppu- 
ration of  the  choroid  and  iris  follow. 

By  request.  Dr.  Calhoun  briefly  described  the  opomtiou  for 
for  eneucleation  as  follows:  It  is  very  painful,  and  an  anjistlietic 
should  be  given.  An  eye  speculum  is  introduced,  the  conjunctiva 
grasped  by  forceps,  one  blade  of  a  pair  of  scissom,  curved  on  the 
flat,  should  be  passed  througii  the  conjunctiva,  which  must  be 
divided  all  around  one  line  behind  the  com eo-sc! erotic  junction. 
The  recti  muscles  are  next  divided,  close  to  their  insertions.  Tho 
scissors  are  passed  behind  the  ball  and  the  optic  nerve  divided. 
The  ball  may  then  be  taken  between  the  thumb  and  fore-finger 
nnd  the  oblique  mnscles  cut.  When  a  particularly  nice  operation 
is  desired,  a  thread  may  be  passed  as  a  draw-string  around  tho 
circularly  incised   margin   of  the  conjunctiva,   and  tho   edges 
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brought  into  appoaitioD.  If  the  muscles  are  divided  at  their  io- 
Bertlons,  an  artificial  eje,  fitted  oq  the  etump,  has  the  moTemeDts 
of  the  natural  eye. 

Pr.  J.  M.  Johnson  reported  two  cases  of  cerobro-epiual  men- 
ingitis in  children  agod  respectively  three  years  and  one  month. 

The  first  was  seen  by  him  on  the  fifth  day,  April  26th.  Had 
been  under  the  care  of  his  partner,  Dr.  H.  V.  Si.  Miller.  The 
attack  was  sudden  and  violeut.  He  became  within  an  hour  to- 
tally dumb,  blind,  deaf  and  paralyzed.  When  be  first  saw  him 
he  could  move  bis  fingers  and  bead;  has  contiaued  to  improve. 
Is  now  couvalescent,  but  unable  to  speak.  Was  treated  with 
calomel,  quinine,  bromide  of  potnssiuna,  frictions  with  lead  and 
turpentine  to  the  entire  surface  of  the  body,  and  ice  bays  to  the 
head  and  back. 

The  second  case  in  the  same  family  was  attacked  suddenly  on 

April Symtoms  violent.     Anterior   fontanel  prominent  and 

hard;  moaning;  hands  clenched;  back  and  neck  rigid.  Temp* 
eratnre  of  head  very  high:  no  dilatation  of  pupils;  some  redneas 
and  swelling  of  left  eye.  Abdomen  bard;  straining  as  if  in  tbe 
act  of  defecation.  Ordered  calomel  and  castor  oil;  warm  bath 
for  body  and  cold  douche  to  head;  bromide  of  potassium  in 
camphor  water,  and  eight  drops  uf  paregoric.  Next  day  relaxed 
and  much  better.  During  the  afternoon  all  tbe  symptoms  re- 
turned with  increased  violence  and  frequent  convulsions.  Death 
ensued  on  the  sixth  day.  After  the  recurrence  of  the  unfavor- 
able symptoms  the  body  was  covered  with  dark  red  spots  that 
were  as  black  as  ink  during  the  spasms.  Thinks  we  have  no  sat- 
isfactory treatment  for  this  disease.  It  is  generally  admitted 
that  its  cause  is  a  specific  poison,  and  thinks  that  the  antidote 
for  the  poison  sbouUl  be  sought.  Thinks  these  coses  had  their 
origin  in  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  patients.  The  lot 
was  in  a  very  filthy  condition.  The  straw  under  the  carpets  had 
not  been  changed  for  two  years.  .  There  was  a  case  of  typhoid 
fever  in  the  house  last  year.  The  parents  of  the  two  children, 
during  their  sickness,  suU'ered  with  headaches,  stiff  nocks  and 
pains  in  their  limbs.     Adjourned. 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  May  11, 1875. 
In  the  absence  of  the  Prosideut  and  Vice-President,  Dr.  W. 
S.  Armstrong  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Dr.  Calhouu  read  an  essay  ou  fistula  of  the  cornea  and  its 

treatment. 
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Dr.  Armatrong  said:  1  have  been  very  much  intereated  in 
Dr.  Cftlhonn's  paper,  and  am  glad  he  has  chosen  fistula  of  the 
Hjornea  for  his  snbjeot.  It  is  one  iu  which  I  have  been  greatly 
interested,  mainly  from  the  fact  that  I  hare  occasionally  been 
called  upon  to  contend  with  the  difficulties  of  its  treatment. 
There  are  lav  troubles  of  the  eye  more  difficult  to  cure,  and  un- 
less they  are  treated  saccessfiilly  none  are  more  sure  to  end  in 
lose  of  Tieion. 

I  will  mention  two  cases  that  I  treated  succossfully  by  a 
method  entirely  original  with  myself,  so  far  as  I  am  aware.  One 
«f  these  came  under  treatment  three  years  ago,  and  the  other 
during  the  year  just  p^st.  In  both  cases  tbe  tistulfc  were  situ- 
ated in  tbe  cornea,  very  near  the  sclero-corneul  junctiou,  and 
had  existed  a  number  of  months.  The  ordinary  methods  of 
treatment,  by  a  firm  oompress  to  the  eye,  atropia,  calabar  bean 
and  bruising  of  the  fistulous  track  were  resorted  to  without  suc- 
cess. I  determined  finally,  in  order  to  excite  a  greater  degree  of 
adhesive  inllammation,  to  make  an  iucision  as  in  the  operation 
for  cataract,  cutting  through  tbe  cornea  at  a  right  angle  to  the 
fistula;  or  rather,  what  would  be  more  clear,  perhaps,  making 
tlie  incision  as  for  iridectomy,  by  introducing  the  point  of  the  knife 
at  a  right  angle  to  the  fistula,  so  as  to  cut  the  fistulous  track  in 
half,  and  complete  tbe  operation  by  passing  the  knife  directly 
into  the  anterior  chamber.  By  this  method  an  incision  of  a  little 
more  than  one-fourth  of  the  circumference  of  the  cornea  is  made, 
and  the  fistulous  track  is  so  divided  as  to  leave  one  portion  in 
tbe  anterior  and  one  in  the  posterior  lip  of  the  corneal  incision. 

The  result,  so  successful  in  these  two  cases,  was  due,  no  doubt, 
to  the  increased  effort  at  reparation,  brought  about  by  the  esteu- 
sive  corneal  section,  and  the  probable  absence  of  complete  adap- 
tation of  the  fistulous  openings  in  tbe  anterior  and  posterior  lips 
of  the  wound.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  mention  that  this 
method  of  treatment  would  be  less  adapted  to  a  fistulous  opening 
tbe  farther  it  is  removed  from  the  sclero-corneal  junction. 

The  recovery  in  both  of  these  cases  was  quick  and  perfect,  as 
in  an  ordinary  operation  for  cataract. 

Dr.  Woodhull  inquired  if  there  was  any  trustworthy  method 
of  treating  gonorrhoea  that  would  certainly  limit  the  attack  to 
less  than  three  or  four  weeks. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Johnson  relies  entirely  on  local  treatment  when  the 
•diaeaae  comes  under  his  care.     Thinks  in  the  first  stage  constitd- 
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tional  remedies  are  iinelojs.  The  tuililest  iDJection  that  will  dc 
good  is  the  best  to  use.  His  fnvorite  prescription  is  one-twelfth 
to  oue-eighth  of  a  grain  of  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  ounce  of  water. 
Next  to  this  ranks  sulphate  of  copper  one-eijjhth  to  one-quarter 
of  a  Kmin  to  the  ounce.  Injections  should  be  frequent,  and 
should  not  be  of  such  strength  as  to  produce  decided  pain.  In 
obstinate  cases,  and  in  gleet,  has  found  advantage  from  the  in- 
troduction of  a  metal  boiiyie.  Tu  the  hiter  status  of  the  affection, 
if  general  treatment  should  be  initiated,  preferrt  the  oil  of  sandal 
wood  to  other  remedies. 

Dr.  Armstrong  concurred  with  Dr.  Johnson  as  to  the  proper 
mode  of  treating  gonorrhiea.  Considers  it  a  local  affection,  and 
regards  local  treatment  sufticient.  Washes  out  the  urethra  be- 
fore using  the  injection.  Prefers  a,  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver, 
one-eighth  to  one-quarter  of  a  grain  to  the  ounce.  This  should 
be  used  as  often  as  every  two  hours  until  the  discharge  is  dimin- 
ished and  changed  in  qunlitv;  then  the  intervals  may  be  longer. 
Treats  gleet  by  the  introduction  of  a  stcet  sound,  full  size.  A. 
discharge  from  the  urethra  is  frequently  kept  up  by  a  slight 
stricture,  of  which  the  patient  is  ignorant,  and  the  glocty  dis- 
charge disappears  when  the  stncture  is  cured. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  said,  when  n  ease  c;ime  early  under  his  care, 
that  proper  treatment  arrested  the  dihfliarge  immediately,  but 
the  treatment  should  be  continued  for  ten  days  or  two  weeks, 
until  all  touilerness  dis.ippears.  In  carrying  out  his  plan  of 
treatment  he  confines  his  patient  to  his  room,  and  to  his  bed,  if 
possible.  The  parts  should  be  frequently  bathed  in  cold  water, 
and  an  injection  consisting  of  sul[)hate  of  zinc  and  acetate  of  lead 
of  each  one  and  a  half  or  two  grains,  and  laudannm  one  drachm, 
to  water  one  ounce,  used  afttT  each  act  of  unnution,  and  retained 
in  the  urethra  until  the  salt,  formed  by  the  combination  betweca 
the  lead  and  zinc,  and  which  is  not  soluble  in  water,  settles  on 
the  sides  of  the  canal;  the  Huid  should  then  be  allowed  to  escape- 
gtittatim.  At  the  same  time  he  employs  a  saline  cathartic,  alka- 
line drinks,  and  oil  of  erigeron  canadensis. 

Dr.  Calhoun  epoke  of  a  case  of  gonorrhoia  he  had  seen  in  ft 
male  infant  only  a  few  days  old.  The  penis  was  swollen  and 
tender;  the  discharge  was  profuse,  and  possessed  all  the  peculi- 
arities of  gouorrhceal  discharge.  He  supposed  that  it  was  caused 
in  the  same  way  that  ophthalmia  neonatorum  is  produced,  by 
contngion  from  the  vagina  of  the  mother.    The  child  recovered 
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under  the  use  of  cold  applications  and  injectious  of  siilpliate  of 
zinc. 

Dr.  W.  F.  WestmoielnDd  reported  a  rare  and  interesting  cose. 
A  male  infant,  tet.  five  months;  entire  absence  of  anua,  and  since 
birth  has  passed  fieces  by  the  urethra.  For  several  days  after 
birth  no  fffices  were  passed,  showing  that  the  bowel  did  not  term- 
inate in  the  bladder,  but  the  opening  formed  subsequently  to 
birth.  >  Several  attempts  had  been  maile  before  he  saw  the  child  ' 
to  estabhsh  an  outlet,  but  without  success.  The  least  accumula- 
tion caused  obstruction,  from  which  he  had  sufi'ered  much.  Three 
weeks  ago  he  operated.  A  metal  bougie  was  passed  through  the 
urethra  into  the  bladder,  and  thenc-e  into  the  bowel  through  the 
recto-vesicat  aperture,  from  this  opening  to  the  natural  position 
of  the  anus,  being  about  two  inches.  The  bowel  was  loaded  with 
fffical  matter  and  filled  the  whole  pelvis.  After  cutting  down 
upon  the  end  of  the  bougie,  into  the  bowel,  a  large  quantity  of 
fseces  was  discovered,  and  the  incision  into  the  gut,  that  before 
the  discharge  readily  admitted  the  index  fingor,  had  so  dimin- 
minished  from  the  contraction  of  the  bowel  that  it  became  neces- 
sary to  enlarge  the  opening.  This  is  a  practical  point,  and  was 
illustrated  several  years  ago  in  an  operation  he  made  for  the 
relief  of  a  patient  in  whom  the  bowel  opened  into  the  vagina. 
The  opening  became  smaller  as  the  bowel  emptied  itself,  and 
contracted  so  that  it  was  necessary  to  exteud  the  incidou  three 
times.  The  patient  above  referred  to  did  well.  The  unnatural 
dischai^e  through  the  urethra  has  ceased;  a  tent  is  kept  in  the 
wound  to  insure  a  sufficient  opening,  and,  with  proper  atteiition, 
he  will  recover.     Adjourned. 
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PRO(^ia-;Diso3  OF  the  Auerican  Medical  A.'isoci.iTiON — Tioentij- 
ifixth  Annuai  Sesnon:  IjOuinviJle,  Maij  4-7,  1^75. — The  meeting 
was  called  to  order  at  11  a.m.  on  Tuesday,  May  4th.  Dr,  Toner, 
the  former  President,  presented  his  successor.  Dr.  Bowling  to  the 
Association.  Dr.  E.  Richardson,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Anangcments,  delivered  an  eloquent  address  of  welcome,  di- 
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latiDg  freely,  but  not  disagreeably,  on  the  claims  of  his  State  to 
medical  distiDction,  alluding  to  the  eminent  writers  and  practi. 
tioners,  among  whose  names  are  those  of  Brashear,  McDowell. 
BrigKB  and  Dadley,  and  conclnding  by  a  hearty  welcome  to  the 
old  Kentnck;  home.  He  announced  that  the  A.S80ciation  would 
meet  in  convention  each  day  from  9:30  a.m.  to  1  p.u.,  and  the 
different  sections  separately  at  3  p.u. 

Dr.  Davis,  of  Cbica^'o,  anoouDced  that  Dr.  Bottsford,  J'resi- 
dent  of  the  Canadian  Medical  Association,  was  present,  and 
moved  that  he  be  invited  to  a  seat  on  the  platform.  The  motion 
was  carried,  and,  upon  complying.  Dr.  Bottsford  addressed  the 
Association  as  follows: 

Gentleme-n:  I  have  been  called  upon  by  your  President  to 
address  you  upon  this  occasion.  The  fewer  the  words  I  say  will 
no  doubt  make  it  the  more  acceptable.  As  yon  are  aware,  the 
country  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  extends  along  your 
northern  border,  touching  the  .Atlantic  on  the  east  and  the  Pacific 
on  the  west.  I  have  come  to  learn  the  principles  which  have 
secured  your  sucee.'js — a  snccess  manifest  from  the  assemblage 
which  I  see  before  me.  We  are  as  yet  a  few  in  number,  scattered 
over  a  large  surface,  and  we  are  making  an  elfort  to  advance  the 
interest  of  our  profession.  These  efforts  as  yet  cannot  be  said  to 
show  great  results,  but  we  trust  before  long  to  enter  the  arena 
and  do  battle,  not  with  the  arms  of  conflict,  but  in  the  cause  of 
the  principles  which  are  the  foundation  of  our  profession,  and  as 
benefactors  of  the  race;  for,  without  arrogating  to  ourselves  un- 
due prominence,  I  think  I  might,  without  excepting  any  body  of 
men  or  profession,  claim  for  medical  men  an  amount  of  self-denial 
and  sympathy  for  their  fellow-beings  not  to  be  surpassed  or  even 
equaled. 

Some  amusement  was  caused  at  the  close  of  Dr.  Bottsford's 
remarks,  by  a  wish  from  a  Texas  delegate  that  Canada  might 
have  the  good  fortune  that  befell  Texas,  and  be  annexed  to  the 
"United  States. 

The  President  then  delivered  an  oration,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  an  abstract: 

A  notional  association  of  medical  men  was  without  precedent 
when  this  was  ushered  into  existence  by  the  genius  of  one  man, 
watered  by  his  parental  solicitude,  and  sustained  by  the  co-oper- 
ation of  his  brethren,  all  stimulated  by  a  common  hope  that  good 
would  come  of  it  in  cementing  the  brotherhood  in  unity  of  pur- 
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pose,  and  intonnifying  its  power  for  the  achievement  of  good  to 
the  profession,  and  consequent!;  to  the  public  at  large.  Thus 
organized,  and  freighted  with  the  hopes  and  bleesingB  of  ever; 
loyal  medical  heart  in  the  country,  it  has  literally  drifted  through 
a  generation.  Composed  of  the  representatives  of  wide-spread  ■ 
and  independent  medical  masses,  with  many-sided  hopes  and 
aspirations,  many  with  a  freedom  of  thought  and  espresaion  pe- 
culiar to  their  latitudes,  it  has  seemed,  in  turn,  to  delight  in  rep- 
resenting every  shade  of  medical  politics.  But  it  still  lived,  and 
every  year  its  ancient  Ariends  met  new  representatives  in  council, 
and,  renewing  their  allegiance,  lighted  again  their  torches  at  its 
altar.  The  contributions  of  the  old  and  new  were  printed,  and, 
in  a  bound  book,  sanctified  to  posterity. 

It  is  good  occasionally  to  recall  the  grand  objects  its  founders 
hoped  to  achieve  through  its  instrumentality.    They  were — 

1.  To  give  emphatic  expression  to  the  views  and  aims  of  the 
medical  profession  of  this  country. 

2.  To  supply  more  effectual  means  than  have  hitherto  been 
available  here  for  cnltivatiug  and  advancing  medical  knowledge. 

3.  To  elevate  the  standard  of  medical  education. 

4.  To  promote  the  usefulness,  honor  and  interest  of  the  med- 
ical profession. 

6.  To  enlighten  and  direct  public  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
duties,  responsibilities  and  requirements  of  medical  men. 

6.  To  excite  and  encourage  emulation  and  concert  of  action 
in  the  profession. 

7-  To  facilitate  and  foster  friendly  intercourse  between  medi- 
cal men. 

8.  To  take  cognizance  of  the  common  interest  of  the  medical 
profession  in  every  part  of  the  United  States. 

After  eulogizing  briefly  the  success  the  Association  had  met 
with  in  the  i>ursiiit  of  the  first  two  objects,  the  orator  enlarged 
on  the  third  point.  The  past  policy  of  the  Association  was 
sketched  as  follows: 

At  Nashville,  eighteen  years  ago,  amid  a  storm  of  school  rep- 
resentatives in  this  Association,  a  resolution  was  introduced  to 
BO  change  our  constitution  as  to  keep  the  representatives  of 
schools  and  hospitals,  as  such,  out  of  this  body.  Under  the  rule, 
it  must  wait  a  year  for  consideration.  It  was  called  up  the  next 
year  at  Washington,  after  a  great  escitement  about  hospital  rep' 
resentatives,  and  was  lost  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote.    In  1869, 
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at  New  Orleans,  the  same  proposition  was  made.  A  greater 
storm  at  the  mectiii<r  in  Washington,  in  IHTO,  from  Bchool  repre- 
Gontatives,  caused  deeper  thought  upon  the  subject,  and  at  De* 
troit,  last  year,  seventeen  years  after  the  Nashville  resolution,  fo 
the  unspeakable  jo;  of  mitny,  the  constitution  was  so  amended  as 
to  give  a  pc>rmaucnt  quietus  to  this  diRturbiiig  elument,  and  as- 
surance of  a  calmer  future. 

Other  ehan^es  of  less  importance  have,  from  time  to  time, 
lent  tlieir  aid  toward  securing  for  the  society  as  much  of  finish 
and  beauty  as  are  compatible  with  the  imperfection  of  the  human 
understanding.  By  the  aid  of  committees,  all  disturbing  influ- 
ences, such  as  once  convulsed  the  assembly,  are  quietly  disposed 
of,  and  a  stranger  present  during  hours  of  business  would  regard 
it  as  equal  in  dignity  and  doc()rum  to  any  reprosontative  body  in 
the  world.  Though  a  little  lato,  perhaps,  in  arriving  at  the  full 
proportion  and  stature  of  manhood,  the  induration  of  its  liga- 
ments, fusion  and  condensation  of  parts,  with  general  unity  aud 
individuality,  are  doubtless  the  more  perfect,  and,  in  consequence, 
give  earnest  of  prolonged  yonth  and  an  old  age  that  shall  know 
no  decay. 

If  this  body  lias  not  of  itself  accomplished  all  its  friends  hoped 
for  in  the  beginning,  in  elevating  the  standard  of  medical  educa- 
tion, they  must  be  satisfied  to  know  that  that  standard,  notwith- 
standing, has  been  regularly  going  up,  fully  abreast  with  tho 
progress  of  our  new  country  in  every  other  department  of  human 
learning,  and  all  the  arts  and  aj>pliances  of  a  rapidly  developing 
civilization.  The  spring  can  only  well  up  the  waters  sent  to  it, 
purifying  them  in  the  process,  and  the  sea  is  but  the  representa- 
tive of  many  waters.  The  schools  must  take  sUch  material  as 
they  can  get,  anil  make  the  most  of  it;  and  the  Americau  Medical 
Association,  as  in  the  past,  so  now  and  hereafter,  is  obliged  to 
consist  of  such  representative  medical  men  as  the  schools  may 
jirepare  and  fashion  for  its  uso.  The  stream  cannot  rise  higher 
than  its  sources. 

That  the  schools  are  all  that  their  hopeful,  faithful  and  earn- 
est teachers  can  make  them,  aud  that  they  accomplish  all  that  is 
possible  with  tho  material  intrusted  to  them,  none  ought  to 
doubt;  and  that  the  country  at  large  selects  as  good  material  aa 
it  possesses  for  the  schools  is  equally  indisputable.  Nor  should 
any  believe  that  the  youth  selected  for  medical  schools  are,  in 
respect  of  prepaiatory  education,  a  whit  inferior  to  those  selected 
for  the  law  or  divinity. 
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The  qaestioQ  returns  to  u'^.  What  cau  the  Association  now 
<\o,  in  ita  early  manhood,  honestly,  towtird  redeeming  impHed 
pledges  in  its  infancy?  Much,  if  it  have  nerve  or  backbone; 
nothing,  if  these  be  absent.  The  plan  is  simple,  as  all  plans  are 
that  succeed.  Let  it  be  solemuly  resolved  by  this  meeting  that 
it  shall  be  regarded  as  derogatory  to  the  character  of  any  physi- 
cian, in  any  part  of  the  United  States,  to  take  aader  hiii  cure  as 
ft  stndent  of  medicine  any  one  who  cannot  exhibit  evidence  of 
having  taken  a  degree  in  a  regularly  chartered  college  or  a  certi- 
licate  of  qnali  Mentions  necessary  to  become  a  Htudent  of  medicine, 
from  a  board  of  examiners  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the 
American  Medical  Association.     This  will  do  the  work. 

Territories  and  new  Htatee,  in  a  country  tike  ours,  in  a  form- 
ative state,  will  provide  themselves  with  medical  helps  in  the 
mode  we  have  described,  which,  existing  outside  of  this  body, 
and  independent  of  it,  will  occasion  it  no  concern  whatever.  Nor 
-ivould  the  schools  suffer  pecuniary  loss  under  this  rule.  "U'lieu 
it  was  generally  known,  as  it  soon  would  be,  young  men  desiring 
to  enter  the  profes.'jion  would  earnestly  devote  themselve  to  the 
duties  of  preparation,  nor  relax  their  efforts  till  possessed  of  the 
degree  or  the  certificate. 

Let  the  doctorate  imply  something  more  than  "  two  full 
-courses  of  lectures,  the  last  of  which  must  be  in  this  institution." 
Sesides,  it  would  give  the  college  au  ample  excuse  for  not  receiv- 
ing every  uneducated,  lazy  dolt  who  desired  to  make  a  living 
under  falee  pretenses. 

Neither  would  this  rule  exclude  any  one  from  being  a  doctor. 
In  a  vigorous  republic  there  will  always  spring  up  meu  who,  by 
genius  and  long  self-  training,  litorally  hew  their  way  to  great- 
ness, in  all  of  the  professions,  while  many  more  will  pass  through 
colleges,  winning  all  their  honors,  to  sink  into  insignificance, 
and  to  go  through  the  world  unknowing  and  unknown.  For  the 
former,  Heaven  has  made  ample  provision,  and  stamped  them  as 
the  nobility  ot  nature,  whom  this  body  can  neither  depress  nor 
elevate;  nay,  nor  could  an  association  of  angels. 

The  speaker,  after  alluding  to  the  progress  of  the  profession 
in  late  years,  closed  with  a  characteristically  fervent  tribute  to 
some  of  the  prominent  members  of  the  Association. 

The  Secretary  read  a  note  from  the  Vice-President,  Dr.  H.  W. 
Brown,  of  Texas,  apologizing  for  hie  absence. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 
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In  the  ftftemoon  Dr.  Nathan  Allen,  of  Lowell,  read  a  paper 
before  the  section  of  Obstetrioa,  in  which  he  claimed  that  the 
tmly  normal  standard  of  womanhood  was  that  of  the  highest 
aofttomical  development  and  of  the  greatest  physiological  excel- 
lence.    The  essay  elicited  considerable  criticism. 

The  ball  and  banquet  at  the  Qalt  Honse,  in  the  evening,  was 
a  perfect  success,  which  we  regret  we  have  no  space  to  dwell 
upon.  The  medical  editors  were  entertained  at  dinner  by  Dr. 
D.  W.  Yandell. 

WEDNESDAY'S  PBOCEEDINGS. 

Wednesday,  May  Sth,  the  Secretary  read  the  names  of  newly 
arrived  delegates,  which  swelled  the  total  to  four  hundred  and 
thirty-five.  The  delegates  of  each  State  then  appointed  one  of 
their  number  to  form  part  of  the  nominating  committee.  Ex- 
tracts were  read  from  the  records  of  the  Canadian  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, declaring  it  the  unanimous  opinion  of  that  body  that  aa 
internatianal  convention  of  the  associations  of  America  and  Can- 
ada would  be  beneficial  to  both. 

Dr.  Toner,  chairman  of  the  committee  to  whom  the  matter 
was  referred  at  the  last  meeting,  presented  a  report  inolnding 
the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted: 

Bemolved,  That  the  Association  learn  with  regret  that  no  action 
was  taken  by  the  last  Congress  upon  its  recommendation  in  be- 
half of  the  medical  department  of  the  United  States  army,  and 
that  we  respectfully  renew  our  petition  that  Congress  will  enact 
such  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  medical  department  of  the  army, 
as  well  as  secure  to  its  officers  that  share  of  rank  and  promotion 
to  which  we  consider  that  they  are  entitled,  and  which  should  be 
at  least  fully  equal  to  that  enjoyed  by  any  other  staff  corps,  or 
by  the  medical  corps  of  the  navy. 

Renoloed,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  call  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  this  subject,  and  to  the  petitions  which 
were  forwarded  to  the  last  Congress  by  the  physicians  of  the 
United  States. 

Dr.  Seguin,  of  New  York,  read  the  following  paper: 
2*0  the  American  Sledicai  Aaiociaiion : 

Mb.  Fresident  a&h  Oentle.meh:  You  have  twice  sent  delegates- 
to  the  British  Medical  Association,  and  kindred  European  socie- 
ties, to  invite  them  to  concert  a  plan  of  uniformity  of  methods, 
instruments,  scales,  and  records  for  chnical  observation. 
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This  proposition  has  become  more  opportnne  since  the  meet- 
ing, in  Paris,  of  the  EWHTeation  for  the  adoption  of  nniforni 
weights  BOd  measnres  by  all  nations,  in  which  CODrention  Profe. 
Heniy  and  Hilgord  represent  the  United  States,  bnt  in  which 
the  special  wants  of  unity  of  measures  of  our  profession  are  not 


It  was  advocated  by  Sir  William  Jenner,  MH.  Beynolds,  Oib- 
Bon,  Stewart,  Sqnire,  Sydney  Ittag«r,  Wilson,  and  Tilbnry  Pox, 
in  England;  on  the  Continent,  by  MM.  Morey,  Charcot,  Lorain, 
Potain,  Lepine,  Oilier,  all  read;  to  open  a  commission  in  Paris 
and  a  snb-committee  in  Lyons,  in  order  to  concur  in  yonr  plan 
of  nnifonn  observation. 

This  plan  embraces  the  unity  of  clinical  thermometers  and  of 
thermometrio  scales,  charts,  etc.,  a  oniform  graduation  of  the 
sphygmograpb,  myograph,  spirograph,  rosthedometer,  manome- 
ter, globulimeter,  ophthalmoscope,  thermescope,-  and  other  in- 
struments of  precision  nsed  in  diagnoses,  a  uniform  method  of 
measuring  and  registering  the  hearing,  the  velocity  of  other  sen- 
sory impressions,  the  r^^larity  of  co-ordinate  movements,  as 
the  walk,  and  a  uniform  registration  of  all  clinical  cases  accord- 
ing to  their  kind. 

Of  this  plan  the  International  Medical  Congress,  meeting  at 
Bmssels  the  19tb  September  prox.,  proposes  to  cany  out  osly 
one  part:  the  uniform  measorement  and  record  of  hearing  by  all 
nations.  It  is  therefore  important  that  the  Amerioan  Medical 
Associatiou  be  represented  this  year  at  Brussels,  in  order  to  rep- 
resent there  the  original  plan  of  unifonnizatioD  of  clinical  obser- 
vation in  its  int^frity  and  entirety. 

Therefore,  the  American  Medical  Association  resolves  to  nom- 
inate new  del^^tes,  commissioned  to  again  advocate  in  Europe 
the  unity  ot  clinical  observation,  and  charge  them  to  report  pro- 
gress in  briet  at  the  next  meeting  of  1876. 

One  of  the  del^atee,  E.  Ssoum. 

The  resolntion  was  adopted. 

Dr.  Gross,  in  accordance  vrith  the  permission  voted  on  the 
preceding  day,  then  delivered  an  address  on  Blood-Letting,  which 
he  termed  a  lost  art  After  stating  the  sway  that  this  practice 
bad  held  for  two  thousand  years,  and  dwelling  on  its  popolarity 
and  universal  application,  he  spoke  of  the  almost  total  disuse 
into  which  it  has  f^len,  and  remarked  that  it  behooves  na  to  in- 
quire whether  there  is  not  something  wrong  in  the  discon- 
VoL  Xm.-Mo.  3.-12. 
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tirmance  of  the  practice,  and  whether  we  have  not  fallen  into  the 
opposite  error.  Extremes  Eire  always  dangerous,  and  they  are 
eBpeciallj  dangeroue  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  It  behooves  na 
to  be  on  the  watch.  If  the  now  way  is  right,  the  old  was  cer- 
tainly wrong.  The  lancet  is  now  an  obsolete  instrument.  The 
office  of  cupping  has  departed,  and  bloud-letting  is  emphatically 
a  lost  art 

He  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  causes  of  the  loss,  which 
were  four,  namely: 

1.  The  influence  or  tyranny  of  fashion. 

2.  The  indiscriminate  use  of  the  laaoet. 

3.  The  acquirement  of  a  more  accurate  knowledge  of  disease. 

4.  Knowledge  of  medicines  hitherto  unknown. 

After  discussing  these  causes  in  dntail.  Dr.  Gross  spoke 
strongly  in  favor  of  bleeding  for  many  diseases,  especially  for 
infiammatory  ones;  the  bleeding,  however,  to  be  performed  early. 
He  predicted  that  bleeding  would  again  come  to  be  recognized 
as  a  therapeutic  agent,  but  that  it  would  not  be  practiced  iudia- 
criminately. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks  he  was  loudly  applauded. 

Then  followed  the  address  of  the  president  of  the  section  on 
Materia  Medica  and  Phy-niology,  which  was  well  delivered  and 
received. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  International  Medical  As- 
sociation was  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  ou  nominations. 
The  report  recommended  the  establishment  of  such  an  associa- 
tion in  this  country,  but  at  the  same  time  thought  it  advisable  to 
defer  the  matter  for  a  time.  Sending  delegates  to  the  convention 
to  assemble  at  Brussels  was  thought  the  most  expedient  plan  to 
meet  the  wants  felt  by  the  members  of  the  American  Association. 

The  committee  appointed  to  select  a  die,  with  the  portrait  of 
Dr.  N.  ti.  Davis  on  one  side  and  the  name  and  date  of  the  Asso- 
ciation on  the  other,  reported  that  they  had  arranged  for  the 
manufacture  of  the  same  in  bronze,  at  the  Philadelphia  mint. 
The  report  was  received,  and  the  committee  instructed  to  order 
two  hundred  medals  at  %\  each;  twelve  cents  extra  for  postage. 

The  address  of  the  president  of  the  section  on  Practical  Med- 
idne.  Dr.  Anstin  Flint,  of  New  York,  was  then  announced  amid 
the  plaudits  of  the  assembly.  He  began  by  saying  that  he  bad 
the  honor  to  aabmit  a  rather  imperfect  report  upon  medical  dis- 
coveries for  the  paat  year. 
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The  sabjecb-matter  of  the  essay  referred  to  alcoholism,  motor 
•centers,  new  remedial  agents,  transfusion  of  blood,  and  the  natn- 
ral  history  'of  crime.  The  changes  of  alcohol  io  the  system  and 
its  medicinal  uses  were  dwelt  upon  at  some  length.  Some  held 
that  alcohol  passes  into  the  blood  and  is  expelled  through  the 
-emunctories  unchanged;  while  others  denied  this,  and  held  that 
it  was  appropriated  by  the  animal  economy.  Well-cou ducted 
experiments,  however,  went  to  prove  that  when  alcohol  was  thus 
taken  into  the  system,  the  proportion  excreted  by  the  kidneys, 
lungs  and  skin  is  exceedingly  small,  the  greater  part  being  de- 
stroyed in  the  body.  What  becomes  of  it?  This  remains  to  be 
answered  by  further  experimental  researches.  Six  hundred  grains 
of  absolute  alcohol  can  be  disposed  of  without  injnry  to  the  bod- 
ily functions  of  a  healthy  adult.  It  is  accordingly  employed  in 
the  treatment  of  many  conditions  of  disease,  though  its  use  is 
not  based  upon  any  ascertained  facts  concerning  its  elimination. 

The  physiological  investigations  during  the  past  year  in  rela- 
tion to  motor  centers  of  the  brain-convulntions  were  then  touched 
upon,  and  likewise  with  reference  to  newly-discovered  remedial 
agents,  when  the  lecturer  passed  on  to  the  consideration  of  the 
transfusion  of  blood. 

While  there  were  many  esperiments  performed  in  the  trans- 
fusion of  the  blood  of  one  animal  into  the  veins  of  another  of 
unlike  genus,  and  of  the  blood  of  a  lamb  into  the  veins  of  a  man, 
himself  a  physician  in  one  instance,  there  were  certain  curious 
resnlts  noticed,  but  nothing  positive  had  been  elaborated  that 
would  justify  the  positive  advocacy  of  any  reliable  feature  or  the- 
ory of  practice.  The  subject  was  not  without  interest  or  prom- 
ise, however,  and  afforded  an  ample  field  for  any  one  whose  zeal 
for  the  advancement  of  medical  knowledg«  in  that  direction  was 
equal  to  the  task  of  an  investigation,  and  which  could  hardly 
fail,  eventually,  to  be  of  signal  advantage  to  the  profession/ 

The  closing  feature  of  the  paper  had  reference  to  the  natural 
history  of  crime,  in  which  a  query  was  announced  concerning  the 
possible  connection  of  individnal  tendencies  to  the  commissioQ 
of  crime  with  corresponding  diseased  conditions  of  the  oi^aniza- 
tion. 

The  bulk  of  the  essay  embraced  the  consideration  of  this  last 
topic 

The  paper  was  referred  to  the  section  of  Practical  Medicine, 
and  will  be  poblished  in  the  annnal  report  of  the  Assooiation. 
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By  a  unanimons  vote.  Dr.  Flint  was  aatfaorized  to  continue  the- 
researchea  alladed  to  in  his  paper. 

The  couTentioD  then  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  on  Thursday 
rooming. 

THUaSDAYS  PROCEEDINGS. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  ten  o'clock,  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Dr.  Bowling.  Delegates  were  appointed  to  represent  the 
American  Association  in  the  International  Medical  Association 
to  be  held  in  Brussels,  in  September,  1875,  and  to  confer  with  a 
ooounittee  from  the  Canadian  Medical  Association,  which  will 
meet  in  Halifax,  August  6,  1875,  on  the  subject  of  holding  an 
international  convention  by  the  two  associations. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  publication  was  received. 

The  Treaanrer'a  report  stated  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
be  very  guarded  as  to  the  amount  of  matter  admitted  into  the 
journal  of  the  proceedings,  or  it  would  be  found  impossible  to 
embrace  it  all  in  the  report  without  increasing  the  price  of  pre- 
paring it.  Owing  to  the  advance  recently  made  in  the  rate  of 
postage,  the  reports  would  be  delivered  at  six  dollars  instead  of 
five  dollars,  the  price  heretofore  chained.  Three  thousand  and 
twenty -two  dollars  and  forty-one  cents  is  the  amount  reported  in 
the  treasury  at  this  time.  This  report,  as  was  also  the  Librari- 
an's, was  received. 

Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims  rose  from  his  seat  upon  the  disposal  of 
ibeaa  reports,  and  stated  that  he  desired  to  offer  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  McDowell  Memorial  Fund.  He  then  briefly 
traced  the  history  of  the  movement,  concluding  with  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Whibeas,  It  is  universally  acknowledged  that  the  late  Ephraim 
McDowell,  of  Kentucky,  was  the  originator  of  ovariotomy;  and 

Whebxab,  We  believe  that  proper  measures  should  be  institu- 
ted to  commemorate  this  great  achievement,  and  do  appropriate 
honor  to  its  author;  therefore, 

Senotaed,  That  this  Association  recommend  to  each  of  its 
members,  and  to  the  profession  generally,  to  contribute  annually 
such  sums  as  they  may  think  proper,  until  the  amount  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  shall  be  scoumnlated,  which  shall  be  known  as 
the  McDowell  Memorial  Fund,  the  interest  of  which  shall  be  de- 
voted to  the  payment  of  prizes  for  the  beet  essays  relating  to  the 
dibewses  of  the  ovaries. 
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Reeolved,  That  this  fand  shsU  be  inTested  b;  troBtees,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Aasociatioti,  and  subject  to  each  resolntions  as 
it  may  desire. 

Besolved,  That  this  AssociatioD  shall  elect  a  board  of  three 
trastees,  whose  dnt;  it  shall  be  to  carry  out  th«  object  ot  these 
resolutions,  and  whoae  term  of  ofSce  shall  continue  five  years. 

Itemlved,  That  this  Association  vill  leave  t»  the  Btate  of  Een- 
tatky  the  grateful  privilege  of  providing  a  local  memorial  to  the 
memory  of  Br.  UoDoweLL 

At  the  eouclnsion  of  the  reading  of  the  report.  Dr.  Gross  roee 
and  said  that  he  felt  desirous  of  saying  a  few  words  in  fovor  of 
this  fund,  as  it  had  been  his  privilege  and  good  fortune  to  first 
set  forth  the  cUims  on  this  contiaent  of  Dr.  UcDowell  to  the  title 
of  "  Father  of  Ovariotomy." 

The  resolations  were  adopted. 

Dr.  K  M.  Moore,  of  Rochester,  New  York,  read  a  paper  on 
Transfusion,  in  which  he  favored  the  direct  method  of  perform- 
ing the  operation.  The  essay  was  a  learned  oontribation  to  the 
sabject 

The.  Judicial  Committee  reported  npon  various  matters  ot 
ethics  which  had  been  referred  to  them. 

Dr.  Byford,  of  Cliicago,  read  an  address  on  Obstetrics. 

The  Association  then  adjourned  until  the  next  day. 

FRIDAY'S  PROCEEDINOS. 
It  was  voted  to  hold  the  next  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  the 
iihe  first  Tuesday  in  Jane,  1876. 

The  following  oflicerB  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected:  Pres- 
ident, J.  Marion  Sims,  of  New  York;  Vice-Presidents,  Dr.  John 
D.  Jackson,  of  Kentucky;  Dr.  Samuel  Lilley,  of  New  Jersey;  Dr. 
N.  Piockney,  D.  S.  A.;  Dr.  S.  D.  Seeley,  of  Alabama;  Treasurer, 
Dr.  Caspar  Wistar,  of  Pennsylvania;  Libr'ariao,  Dr.  William  Lee, 
of  the  District  of  Columbia;  Committee  on  Library,  Dr.  Johnson 
miiott,  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  Assistant  Seoretary,  Dr.  Biob- 
ard  J.  Dunglison,  of  Pennsylvania. ' 

The  chairmen  and  secretaries  of  the  several  sections  were 
doly  appointed,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  put  on  the 
Jndioial  Oonmiittee,  in  the  phtoe  of  those  whose  terms  had  ex- 
pired: Dr.  L.  S.  Joynes,  Vii^;inia;  R  N.  Todd,  Indiana;  Robert 
Battey,  Qeorgia;  James  B.  Morgan,  District  of  Columbia;  Thoa. 
B.  Flaylor,  New  Jersey;  Silas  N.  Benham,  Pennsylvania:  A.  Doa- 
Jap,  Oliio.    The  rest  <^  the  present  ooancil  oontinned. 
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The  foUowiDg  were  appointed  a  committee  on  prize  essays: 
Drs.  Samael  D.  Gross,  F.  G.  Smith,  Alfred  StiUe,  EUeratie  Wal- 
lace, and  H.  C.  Wood,  of  Pennsylvania.  The  present  committee 
made  their  report,  which  was  received  without  reading,  owing  to 
its  length,  and  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  experts,  consiBting 
of  Drs.  Aahnrst,  Gross  and  Agnew. 

After  appropriate  resolutions  of  thanks  had  been  passed,  and 
the  President  had  made  a  short  faren'ell  address,  the  Association 
adjourned. — Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


QXnNINE  IN  UTERINE  CONCEPTION. 

Bt  J.  S.  WETHERLV,  H.D..  Mo^sTiioireiii.  Ala. 

A  great  many  articles  have  been  written  within  the  last  five 
years  upon  the  ecbolic  effects  of  quinine.  Nearly  all  of  these 
articles,  if  my  memory  serves  me  correctly,  were  written  for  the 
purpose  of  proving  that  quinine  does  act  upon  the  pregnant  uterus 
in  such  a  way  as  to  force  it  to  expel  its  contents;  and  that,  con- 
sequently, it  should  not  be  given  to  females  who  are  pregnant, 
or  if  given  at  all,  it  should  be  given  with  great  caution,  even  if 
the  patient  be  suffering  from  malarial  fever.  This  opinion  has 
been  communicated  to  the  laity  by  physicians,  creating  a  preju- 
dice against  its  use  in  certain  cases. 

I  have  been  induced  to  write  this  paper  from  the  fact  that  T 
fear  great  harm  is  likely  to  result  from  classing  this  indispensa- 
ble drug  under  a  head  to  which  I  am  satisfied,  from  personal 
observation,  that  it  does  not  belong. 

False  facts  in  medicine  are  worse  than  false  theories.  We 
have  enough  of  both.  I  have  been  prescribing  quinine  for  the 
last  twenty-five  years,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  it  will  much  oftener 
arrest  uterine  action  than  it  will  produce  it.  I  do  not  mean  that 
it  will  control  active  labor  pains,  but  in  those  irregular  or  neural- 
gic pains  which  are  frequently  produced  by  malarial  poisoning, 
a  full  dose,  or  several  full  doses,  will  almost  invariably  arrest 
them,  just  as  morphine  will  do  under  the  same  circumstances. 
The  woman  rests,  and  also  the  womb;  and  if  it  is  about  her  full 
time,  when  the  pains  return,  she  will  probably  be  delivered  with- 
out pain  and  immediately.    Reasoning  from  wrong  premises,  it 
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is  annonoced  that  qninine  or  morphine  has  acted  ae  au  ecboUc, 
when,  in  fact,  the  action  has  heen  the  ver;  opposite. 

Some  years  since,  this  qnestion  was  up  for  discussion  before 
our  local  society,  and  a  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  J.  B.  Gas- 
ton, W.  O.  Baldwin  and  R  F.  iMichel  was  appointed  to  experi- 
ment with  quinine  upon  pregnant  animals.  Dr.  Oaston  has  kindly 
furnished  me  with  the  following  report  of  the  experiments,  and 
also  of  some  cases  treated  by  himsolf  about  the  same  timer 

SioNTooMERT,  Ai.A.,  Sept.  3,  187i. 
J.  S.  Wethfrhj,  M.  D. : 

Dear  Doctor:  The  experiments  made  in  1870,  of  which  you 
have  requested  a  statement,  were  as  follows: 

1.  Six  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine  were  given  to  a  white 
woman,  three  months  advanced  in  pregnancy,  every  two  hours 
ontil  thirty  grains  were  taken.  The  same  quantities  ^ere  given 
at  the  same  intervals  on  the  following  day.  There  were  no  uter- 
ine contractions,  no  haimorrhage,  and  no  other  perceptible  effects 
except  the  indications  of  intense  ciiicbonism.  This  woman  was 
married,  tlie  mother  of  two  children,  and  about  twenty-eight 
years  old. 

2.  Ninety  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine  were  given  to  a  negro 
woman,  two  and  a  half  months  ailvanced  in  pregnancy,  in  three 
successive  days — thirty  grains  each  drty  in  doses  of  six  grains  at 
intervals  of  two  hours.   Effects  the  same  as  in  tlie  preceding  case. 

The  aforesaid  women  were  very  willing  subjects  of  experi- 
ment, and  I  watched  them  closely,  ready  at  any  time  to  suspend 
the  qninine  if  uterine  pain  had  been  excited. 

3.  A  committee  of  three — Drs.  S.  B.  Gaston,  W.  O.  Baldwin 
and  B.  F.  Michel — appointed  for  the  purpose  by  the  31.  M.  and 
S.  Society,  made  a  series  of  experiments  on  a  pregnant  bitch,  as 
follows: 

(a)  Ten  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  in  solution,  were  in- 
jected hypodermically. 

{b)  Fifteen  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine  were  administered 
in  the  same  way. 

(c)  Twenty  grains  were  administered  as  before. 

These,  and  other  similar  experiments  with  still  larger  quanti- 
ties of  quinine,  were  made  on  different  but  not  always  successive 
days,  with  no  other  than  the  locally  irritant  and  generally  pois- 
onous effects  of  quinine,  until  they  killed  the  animal. 

Tours,  etc.,  J.  B,  Gaston,  M.D. 
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I  could  famiah  quite  a  ntuaber  of  caaea  occnrring  in  my  own 
prootioe  dnrin^  the  last  twentj-five  years,  bat  will  costent  myself 
with  the  report  of  four  oases  which  I  thiuk  ought  to  be  regarded 
as  typical: 

About  two  years  since  a  professional  friend  asked  me  to  see 
his  wife,  stating  that  she  had  been  suffering  from  an  attack  of 
intermitteDt  fever  for  about  ten  days;  that  she  was  some  months 
advanoed  iu  pregnancy;  that  she  bad  miscarried  several  times  at 
or  abont  the  seventh  month,  and  that  she  was  now  very  serionslj 
threatened  with  premature  labor.  He  also  said  that  he  had  re- 
frained from  the  use  of  qoiniue  during  this  attack  of  fever  from 
tbe  fact  that  he  believed  it  excited  uterine  contractions.  He  and 
his  wife  were  both  anxious  that  she  should  go  to  full  term  and 
be  delivered  of  a  living  child.  Instead  of  quinine,  be  had  been 
using  morphine  freely,  also  chloral,  and  some  domestic  remedies 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  daily  occurrence  of  the  cbilt 
and  fever,  none  of  which  were,  however,  successful,  and  the  ezac- 
erbaUon  came  on  regularly  every  day,  and  with  each  exacerbation 
au  increase  of  uterine  pains.  On  seeing  tbe  patient,  I  found  her 
with  high  fever,  very  restless,  notwithstanding  that  she  was  com- 
pletely under  tbe  influence  of  opium.  Strong  uterine  pains  were 
coming  on  every  few  minutes.  On  inquiry,  I  found  that  these 
pains  came  on  with  every  exacerbation  of  fever,  but  that  they 
were  much  more  severe  on  that  evening  than  any  time  previous. 
She  informed  me  herself  that  she  knew  she  was  in  labor.  It  was 
now  8  P.U.,  and  I  found  uterine  pains  coming  on  very  regularly 
every  five  or  six  minutes.  On  making  an  examination  per  vagi- 
nam,  I  found  tbe  os  uteri  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  silver  half-dol- 
lar, soft,  and  still  dilatable.  I  felt  the  child's  head  presenting 
covered  by  the  membranes.  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  the 
only  agent  that  would  be  likely  to  prevent  a  premature  delivery 
was  quinine.  Two  other  physicians  were  present  with  the  bus- 
band,  all  entertaining  the  same  opinions  as  to  the  ecboUc  effect 
of  qainine.  They  all  objected  to  my  prescription  at  first,  but 
finally  consented  that  I  should  have  my  way  that  night.  I  con- 
sequently ordered, 

B. — Quinine,  grs,  xx 

Extract  Hyos grs.  iv, 

To  be  divided  into  two  powders;  one  to  be  given  at  12  o'clock  at 
night,  and  the  other  one  at  6  next  morning.  She  took  the  pre- 
scription as  directed,  and  the  next  day  she  had  no  fever  or  paina. 
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The  following  night  the  same  prescription  was  repeated,  and 
three  grains  of  quinine  ordered  eveij  morning  afterwards  antil 
frost  She  had  no  more  trouble,  came  to  fall  term,  and  was  d«- 
livered  of  as  fine  a  specimen  of  a  boy  aa  I  ever  saw.  I  feel  per- 
fectly sore  tiiat  this  lady  oonid  not  have  had  another  paroxysm 
of  fever  without  delivery  having  taken  place. 

About  two  months  since  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  S,  of  this 
city.  She  was  six  months  advanced  in  pregnancy.  I  found  her 
suffering  with  what  I  at  first  supposed  to  be  an  attaob  of  catarrhal 
fever,  attended  with  quite  severe  uterine  pains.  I  treated  her 
with  anodynes,  without  benefit,  for  two  or  three  days,  when  I 
became  satisfied  that  she  had  remittent  fever;  the  uterine  pains 
getting  worse  with  every  paroxysm  of  fever.  At  my  afternoon 
visit  (I  think  on  the  third  day  of  her  sickness),  I  found  her  suf- 
fering with  severe  and  regular  uterine  pains;  the  uterus  could  be 
felt  through  the  abdominal  walls,  getting  hard  with  every  pain. 
A  digital  examination  proved  the  os  to  be  dilated  sufficiently  for 
the  index  finger  to  pass  readily  through  the  os,  coming  in  con- 
tact with  the  head  of  the  fcetus.  I  informed  her  husband  that 
she  would  probably  be  delivered  that  night  I  ordered  quinine, 
grs.  XX,  and  extract  hyosoeamy,  grs.  iv.,  to  be  divided  into  two 
powders,  one  to  be  given  at  12  o'clock  and  the  other  at  6  i..u. 

The  next  day  was  passed  in  comparative  comfort  The  same 
prescription  was  repeated  the  two  following  nights  with  the  effect 
of  subduing  both  fever  and  pains.  I  have  no  doubt  she  will  go 
to  full  term.  She  has  continued  to  take  the  powders  at  intervals 
ever  since  her  first  attack,  one  or  two  of  them  always  being  suffi- 
cient to  control  the  nteriue  pains,  which  have  continued  to  an- 
noy her  at  intervals  ever  since  the  first  attack. 

Soon  after  seeing  this  case,  I  was  called  to  see  a  colored  wo- 
man seven  months  advanced,  who  had  been  quite  sick  for  several 
days  with  an  attack  of  intermittent  fever;  she  had,  however,  no 
nterine  pains.  I  gave  her  the  same  prescription  mentioned  abov*. 
Her  intermittent  was  soon  controlled,  and  she  was  ordered  to 
take  quinine  daily  until  she  was  confined. 

Two  weeks  since  I  was  called  to  a  woman  who  said  that  she 
was  within  two  weeks  of  her  confinement.  She  had  quite  a  high 
fever  with  great  tendency  to  congestion  of  the  brain.  She  had 
had  bat  one  chill  I  prescribed  thirty  grains  of  quinine  for  her, 
to  be  given  at  12,  4  and  8  a.m.  She  had  no  more  fever,  and  waa 
■delivered  a  day  or  two  since  at  full  term. 
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My  opinion  is  that  fevers  of  any  kind  are  apt  to  exoito  uterinfr 
action;  that  it  is  especially  the  case  with  malarial  fevers;  and  if 
they  Eire  not  promptly  relieved  the  uterus  vitl  expel  its  contents, 
vhether  quinine  has  been  given  or  not.  The  uterine  action  is, 
however,  never  due  to  the. quinine,  but  is  the  effect  of  the  dis- 
torbed  circulation  and  the  malarial  poison  itself. — liichmond  an<i 
Louisville  Medical  Journal. 


PA  T\i  CEITICISM. 

There's  a  story  that's  oW, 
Bnt  good  if  twica  told, 

Of  a  doctor  of  limited  skill, 

Who  cure<1  besHt  and  man 
On  the  "cold-water  pUn," 

'n'ithont  the  biiihU  help  of  a  pill- 
On  his  portal  of  pine 
Hnng  an  elegant  sign, 

Depicting  a  beautiful  rill. 

And  a  lake,  where  a  nprite, 
With  appareot  delight, 

Wrs  sporting  in  sweat  diahahiUe. 

Pat  McCarthy,  one  day, 

Aa  he  Bauntered  that  vay. 
Stood  and  gazed  at  that  portal  of  piue, 

When  the  doctor,  with  pride, 

Stepped  op  to  hia  side, 
Saying,  "Pat,  how  is  that  for  a  sign?" 

"  There's  one  thing,"  says  Pat, 

"To 've  left  onto' that. 
Which,  be  jabera,  is  qnoite  a  mistake; 

It 's  trim  and  it  'a  lute. 

But  to  make  it  complate. 
Ye  lihiid  have  a  foiue  bird  on  the  lake." 

"Ah,  indeed '.  pray  then  tell, 

To  make  it  look  well. 
What  name  do  yon  think  it  may  lack  ? " 

Says  Fat,  "Of  the  same 

I  've  forgotten  the  name. 
But  the  song  that  he  sings  is  '  Quack  !  quack  V  " 
Scribntr/or  April. 
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The  President  of  the  American  Medical  AsBOciatioD  concluded 
his  addresB  as  follows: 

GeDtlemen,  Western  Medicine,  after  a  long  time,  established  its 
Mecca  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio.  WliateTer  the  fashioners  of  taste 
may  determine,  the  medical  heart  cannot  go  far  astray  in  recalling 
the  Titans  that  officiated  at  its  altars.  Many  of  them  "  sleep  well 
after  life's  fitful  fever,"  but  the  rock-girt  and  rock-floored  river 
in  the  neighborhood  of  their  tishes,  as  it  throws  its  disturbed  wa- 
ters over  the  cascade,  will  chant  their  requiem  while  grass  grows 
or  water  runs.  One,  in  a  green  old  age,  whose  fame  has  filled 
the  world,  stands,  like  the  statue  of  a  demigod,  poised  on  the 
apex  of  his  monumental  shaft,  far  above  all  surrounding  things, 
pointing  to  an  earlier  day-star  than  greets  tlie  vision  of  ordinary 
mortality.  Another,  happy  in  the  memories  of  a  well-spent  life, 
the  charming  grace  of  whose  cultured  pen  has  left  an  imperisha- 
ble record,  lingers  in  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  that  subdued  and 
enchanting  twibght  of  life  between  sundown  and  the  "deeper 
gloaming,"  so  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  tbe  good,  having 
thrown  his  mantle  on  other  shoulders,  patiently  awaits  the  trans- 
lation. One,  the  Oaleu  now  of  the  great  city  of  the  Republic, 
gamers  the  golden  sheaves  of  a  crop  sown  long  ago,  and  thor- 
oughly cultivated.  Another,  the  American  Dupuytren,  on  the 
fringe  of  the  sunny  land  of  the  orange  and  the  magnoba,  with  the 
premonitions  of  a  glorious  sunset  gathering  about  him,  in  faith 
and  hope  is  also  ready.  We  know  that  their  example  is  not  lost 
on  those  who  have  taken  their  places  in  the  flourishing  medical 
institntions  of  this  noble  city — a  city  whose  munificence  to  med- 
icine has  entitled  it  forever  to  the  kindest  memories  of  the  pro- 
fession.— Clinic. 


Pneumo-Thoiui.  By  Austin  Flint,  Sr.,  M.D.  Being  one  of  the 
series  of  American  Cbnical  Lectures  edited  by  £.  C.  Seguin, 
M.D.  New  York:  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons.  1876.  Octavo,  pa- 
per, pp.  19.    Price  40  cents. 

A  Case  of  Keflex  Neuraloia,  associated  with  urethral  contrac- 
tions and  a  rare  form  of  urinary  sinus,  with  a  description  of 
the  Cold  Water  Coil.  By  Feasenden  N.  Otis,  M.D.  New 
York:  D.  Appleton  &  Co.     1875.     Pamphlet,  pp.  12. 
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BnpTDKE  OF  THE  PzRiNEnM,  with  ft  desoription  of  a  new  operation. 
By  D.  WarreB  Brickell,  M.D.,  Profeesor  of  Obstetrics  and 
Diseaaee  of  Women  in  Charity  Hospital  Ifedical  College,  New 
Orleans.    Pamphlet,  pp.  9. 

lohTHiosis  OF  THE  ToHGtiB  *ND  VuLVA.  By  Eobert  F.  'Weir,  M.D., 
Surgeon  Boaevelt  Hospital.     New  York:   Pamphlet,  pp.  19: 

PHiffioLoaio&L  Action  of  Thebais.    By  J.  Ott,  M.D,  of  Easton, 
Perm.    Pamphlet,  pp.  12. 

J>noA8'  Pathoonouonic  Sign  of  Dislocations  of  the  Shouldeb- 
JyiNT.  By  W.  T.  Briggs,  M.D.  Nashville,  Term.  Pamph- 
let, pp.  9. 

Pkopotta  Intobno  La  Cuba  Dblla  Li98A  Deita  Couiidnehektc 
Babbia  Cawka  O  Idbofobia.    Boha.  1873.     Pamphlet,  pp.  32. 

.Analysis  of  One  Thodsanc  Cases  of  Skin  Diskabe,  with  cases  and 
remarks  on  treatment  By  L.  Dancaii  Bolkley,  A.SI.,  M.D., 
of  New  York.    Louisville:  1875.     Pamphlet,  pp.  29. 

*Sbx  Pbbsent  Statds  of  Electrioity  in  Medicine,  beiog  the  Semi- 
Annual  Address  before  the  Bhode  Island  Medical  Society. 
By  William  F.  Hutchinson,  A.M.,  M.D.  Providence.  1873. 
Pamphlet,  pp.  29. 

A  Descbiption  of  New  Instruments  for  making  examinations  and 
applications  to  the  cavities  of  the  nose,  throat  and  ear,  and 
some  remarks  about  the  local  and  general  treatment  of  the 
afTections  in  which  they  are  applicable.  By  Thomas  F.  Bum- 
bold,  M.D.    Pamphlet,  pp.  21. 

An  Address  oh  the  Cliuatolooy  or  Florida,  delivered  before  the 
Medical  Association  of  the  State  of  Florida.  By  A.  S.  Bald- 
win, M.D.,  President.     Pamphlet,  pp.  39. 

'Maledictory  Address  to  the  Medical  Graduates  of  the  University 
of  Louisville:  March  1st,  1876.  By  David  W.  Yandell,  M.D. 
Pamphlet,  pp.  21. 
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FiPTB  Repokt  of  thfi  New  York  Ophthalmic  and  Aural  lostittite. 
Pamphlet,  pp.  16. 

Elbvemth  Annual  Report  of  the  AlDtnni  Association  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia College  of  Pbarmacf.     1876.    Pamphlet,  pp.  32. 

AsHDAi.  Beport  of  the  Maoagers  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Hoepital  for  1874.    Pamphlet,  pp.  86. 


The  Aheaicak  Medical  Association,  at  its  recent  sefi»ion  in 
LonisriUe,  seems  to  have  retrieved  its  character,  in  part,  aa  a 
reprefientative  body,  in  the  estimation  of  some  who  have  hereto- 
fore repeatedly  visited  it  with  sharp  oritici«m.  It  is  pleasant  to 
read  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal :  "  We  have 
watched  with  great  interest  the  progress  of  the  meeting,  and 
witboat  aa  yet  committing  oarselves  t»  a  final  opinion,  we  cannot 
bnt  express  our  satis^iation  with  the  general  coarse  of  events. 
The  leaders  have  appreciated  their  responsibility,  knowing  that 
to  insare  even  the  existence  of  the  Association,  it  was  necessary 
that  this  meeting  should  be  a  success.  It  ia  cheering  to  see  in 
the  list  of  those  who  visited  Louisville  the  names  of  Gross,  Atlee, 
and  Wood,  of  Philadelphia;  Wood,  Flint,  and  Sayre,  of  New 
York;  Toner  and  Woodward,  of  Washington;  Eve,  of  Nashville; 
Jackson,  of  Danville;  Jenks,  of  Detroit;  Battey,  of  Cheoi^a;  Bow- 
ditch,  Clarke,  Morland,  and  Allen,  of  Haasachusetts.  Valuable 
contributions  have  been  made  to  science,  and  the  social  attrac- 
tions have  been  remarkably  great.  Strangers  were  received  aa 
friends,  with  the  Southern  hospitaUty  for  which  Louisville  is 
famous.  Banquets,  receptions  and  excursions  occupied  every 
leisure  hour." 

The  Medical  WeeiUy  saja:  "The  assembly  has  been  a  very 
large  one;  eminently  harmonious  and  orderly;  not  a  single  inci- 
dent oocorring  to  mar  the  comfort  and  pleasure  of  the  del^ates. 
The  officers  elected  are  particularly  acceptable."  The  Medical 
Becord  remarks:     "The  meeting  jost  held  in  Louisville  is  the 
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second  one  since  the  Judtcinl  Conncil  has  had  an  existence,  and 
already  we  begin  to  see  the  Association  taking  a  stride  towards 
respectability  and  usefulness,  which  it  has  not  done  for  many 
years  past  And  the  Pkila'Mphia  Me.iiical  Timen,  even,  softens 
down  somewhat,  e.g. .-  "  The  meeting  of  the  American  Medical 
Asflociation  just  closed  appears  to  have  been  socially  a  very  suc- 
cessful one,  there  having  boon  a  large  number  of  delegates  in 
attendance,  and  a  universal  spirit  of  fraternity  and  good  feeling 
having  prevailed.  The  presence  of  a  large  delegation  from  Bos- 
ton was  a  novel  and  praiseworthy  event.  Tbia  delegation,  we 
happen  to  know,  went  home  in  a  state  of  great  satisfaction  witU 
their  trip;  so  that  it  is  to  be  expected  that  the  effort  of  our  East- 
em  brethren  will  not  be  a  spivsmodie  one,  bat  that  hereafter 
Hew  England  will  alwaj's  be  wall  represented."  Moreover,  its 
authorized  reporter  ventures  to  say;  "I  believe  it  is  generally 
conceded  that  the  men  are  more  than  usually  representative. 
Boston  is  especially  well  represented  by  such  men  as  Drs.  Bow- 
ditch  and  Clark,  Dr.  Bixby,  an  old  partner  of  Df.  Storer,  and  Dr. 
Chadwick,  the  secretary  of  the  District  Medical  Society;  New 
York  has  some  men  of  prominence,  such  as  Flint,  Sims,  Sayre, 
and  James  R.  Wood;  and  Philadelphia  has  a  small  delegation 
headed  by  Gross  and  Atlee.  Probably  to  the  superior  character 
of  the  delegates  are  owing  the  grave  decorum  and  general  good 
feeling  which  have  characterized  the  deliberations  of  the  Associ- 
ation." 

Having  for  the  first  time  been  privileged  to  look  upon  this 
national  assemblage  of  our  profession,  we  confess  to  a  certain 
degree  of  deferential  respect  for  the  body.  We  were  permitted 
to  meet  in  friendly  converse  a  very  goodly  number  of  delegates 
whom  we  willingly  accept  as  representatives  of  tho  great  Ameri- 
can profession;  a  number  by  whose  teachings  we  have  gladly 
profited  in  the  past,  and  many  more  at  whose  feet  we  would 
gratefully  sit  and  learn  lessons  of  golden  wisdom  in  the  future. 

In  a  social  point  of  view,  we  shall  not  soon  forget  the  personal 
Intercourse  with  men  of  sterling  worth  and  solid  attainments 
we  there  enjoyed.  Many  private  courtesies,  generously  extended 
in  an  unostentatious  way,  struck  a  responsive  cord  in  the  heart 
which  will  long  continue  to  vibrate. 

The  public  receptions  were  numerous,  brilliant  and  most  en- 
joyable. Everywhere  we  marked,  with  pleasure,  the  absence  of 
wine,  and  were  not  able  to  perceive  that  it  detracted  at  all  from 
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\h&  ratioa&l  enjoyment  of  every  gaeat.  In  the  hospitable  draw- 
ing rooms  of  Dr.  D.  W.  Yandell  we  were  greeted  by  a  truly  re- 
fiplendent  galaxy  of  female  beauty,  whose  charm  is  not  to  be 
weighed  in  the  balance  with  the  puach-bowl  and  the  too  seduc- 
tive efferresence  of  champagne. 

For  tbe  proceedings  of  the  body  we  must  refer  our  readers  to 
the  copious  extracts  we  publish  elsewhere  from  exchanges,  for 
we  were  tos  much  occupied  in  private  associations  and  enjoy- 
ments to  feel  any  disposition  to  play  the  role  of  a  reporter. 

Medical  Chaiit. — We  have  received  specimens  of  the  Medical 
■Chart,  published  by  the  Case  Record  Company,  of  Cincinnati. 
It  is  designed  for  the  register  of  cases  at  the  bedside,  and  is,  we 
think,  well  adapted  for  the  purpose  in  view.  The  prices  charged, 
lire  cents  each,  fifty  cents  per  dozen,  three  dollars  per  hundred, 
will  likely  prove  an  obstacle  to  their  general  introduction. 

We  leabn  that  Dr.  E.  J.  Kirkscey,  of  Columbus,  Ga.,  for  some- 
time resident  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  has  been  honored  with  the  offer 
of  a  surgeon's  commission  in  the  army  of  the  Khedive,  which  he 
accepts,  and  will  leave  for  Egypt  in  July  nest.  We  wish  bim 
goo4  health  and  a  long  and  useful  life  with  bis  newly  chosen 
friends  in  the  orient.  ' 

pBtzB  Essay — Medical  .Ihiwciation  of  the  State  op  Alabaua. — 
At  the  Annual  Session  of  this  Association,  held  at  Montgomery 
dnring  tbe  second  week  in  April,  Dr.  S.  D.  Seelye,  after  some 
remarks  regarding  the  increasing  frequency  with  which  cases  of 
Brigbt's  Diaeaae  are  brought  under  medical  care  in  this  section, 
the  unsatisfactory  though  extensive  hterature  of  the  subject,  and 
the  generally  fatal  prognosis  which  we  are  obliged  to  give,  ren- 
dering it  one  of  tbe  opprobria  of  tbe  profession;  and  behaving 
that  there  is  still  some  hidden  light  that  may  be  maije  to  illumine 
the  subject  if  attention  and  inquiry  are  turned  especially  to  it; 
proposed  to  place  in  the  hands  of  this  Association  one  hundred 
dollars  for  the  best  treatise  on  this  disease,  under  the  following 
regulations,  viz: 

1.  Competion  for  the  prize  to  be  open  to  the  whole  country. 

2.  A  committee  of  five  to  be  appointed  to  adjudicate  upon 
the  essays  presented. 

3.  All  essays  to  be  forwarded  to  the  chairman  of  said  commit- 
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t««,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February,  1876^  and  to  be  ac- 
companied hy  a  aealed  letter  containing  naow  and  address  of  the 
anthor,  which  letter  shall  oot  be  opened  antil  after  the  adjadi- 
cstion  is  made. 

4.  The  Prize  Essay  to  be  the  property  of  this  Association, 
and  to  be  pabllshed  in  the  Annoal  Volume  of  Transactions,  and 
all  nnsncoessfol  papers  to  be  returned  to  the  address  of  the 
aathors;  honorable  mention  being  made  of  any  deemed  of  espe- 
cial merit. 

6.  If  none  of  the  essays  presented  are  deemed  worthy  of  the 
prize,  the  committee  shall  have  the  privilege  of  rejecting  all,  in 
which  case  the  competion  shall  be  open  foV  another  year. 

6.  The  prize  shall  be  one  hundred  dollars  iu  currency,  with 
a  certificate  of  this  Association  snitably  insoribed  and  beariug 
the  seat  of  the  Association;  or  it  will  be  wronght  into  a  Gold 
Medal  or  Plate,  with  a  soitable  legend  and  a  fac  simUe  of  the 
seal  of  the  Assooiation  engraved  thereou,  to  be  of  the  fall  valne 
of  one  handred  dollars,  less  the  price  of  mannfacture,  at  the  op- 
li»D  of  the  saocessful  anthor. 

7.  The  adjudication  shall  be  publicly  announced  at  the  next 
aDonal  meeting  of  Association,  to  be  held  at  Mobile  during  the 
second  week  in  April,  1776. 

The  above  proposition  having  been  accepted  by  this  Associa- 
tion, it  now  invites  from  the  thinkera  and  investigators  of  the 
profmsion  at  large,  the  generous  competition  which  its  author 
invokes. 

CoufrrrKi  of  Anni&icATioN. — Dr.  Jerome  Cochrane,  MobUe, 
Ala.,  Cbairman,;  Dr.  J.  B.  Oaston,  Montgomery,  Ala.;  Dr.  W.  H. 
Anderson,  Mobile,  Ala.;  Dr.  Peter  Brycei  Tuskaloosa,  Ala. 
Bbnj.  H.  RiooB,  M.D., 
Sec'y  M.  A.  a  A.,  Selma,  Ala. 

Oadtiok — Zikhssim's  Cyci.op£1>u  of  the  Pkaotici  of  Medicihl. 
As  this  great  work  progresses,  it  is  possible — from  some  snbaori- 
bers  breaking  up  their  sets,  or  from  other  causes — that  oooadonal 
odd  volumes  may  be  offered  for  sale.  Those  who  desire  the  com- 
plete work  are  warued  against  purchasing  these,  as  the  publish- 
ers do  not  engage  to  supply  parts  of  sets.  Every  sabeoiiption 
most  be  for  the  entire  work.  No  vidnmes  will  be  sold  separately. 
Wu.  Wood  k  Co.,  PubUshers, 
27  Oreat  Jones  Street,  New  York. 
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SEVEN  CASES  OF  LITHOTOMY. 
With  Commenta  on  the  Historj  and  Tieatment  of  Oaloarioni  Affeotiona. 

Bl  D.  B.  BBAHSON,  H.D..  Thovuviu.c,  Qt. 

In  thiB  essay  I  only  propose  a  synopsis  of  the  cases  referred  to. 
The  bi-lateral  operation  with  A.  H.  Stevens'  prostatic  hi-seotlon 
was  performed  on  six  out  of  the  seven.  Tvo  of  the  nnmber  were 
nnder  the  age  of  fifteen,  one  thirty-five,  two  (one  cnt  twice)  be- 
tween fifty  and  sixty,  and  one,  a  negro,  sixty-seven  years  old. 
One  death. 

Casb  1. — Mr.  B.,  aged  35,  of  Thomas  comity,  G-oorgia,  was 
operated  on  daring  the  eantmer  of  1853,  an  account  of  which  was 
published  in  the  Soitt?iem  Sledical  and  Surgical  Journal  of  that 
year.  The  stone  being  large,  it  was  crashed  in  the  effort  to  ex- 
tract it.  The  fragments  saved  weighed  near  two  onnoes.  Becov- 
ery  good.  When  operated  on  he  was  the  fother  of  four  children, 
bnt  bad  no  more  by  his  then  wife,  who  lived  several  jeeza  after 
the  operation,  or  a  subsequent  one,  which  he  has  been  married 
to  more  than  ten  years,  although  the  sexual  desire  has  not  been 
impaired. 

Case  2. — Judge  H.,  of  Thomas  county,  Georgia,  age  56,  a 
large,  robust  man,  of  fine  constitution,  as  well  as  general  bealtii, 
has  been  afflicted  with  stone  for  two  years.  Was  operated  on 
October  26th,  1865,  assisted  by  Z>rs.  Boberson  and  dower.  Op- 
eration  lasted  forty  minutes,  owing  to  the  depth  of  the  perineum. 
Stone  measured  two  inches  in  the  long  circumference.  Beoorery 
satisfactory  in  about  thirty  days. 
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Case  3. — Mr.  D.,  t^ed  fifty -seven;  nJso  of  Thomas  county, 
Georgia;  has  suffered  with  stone  for  eight  or  ten  years.  Had 
been  souodecl  two  or  three  times  prior  to  the  operation  without 
detecting  stone.  I  saw  him  in  October,  1866,  and  detected  the 
stone  for  the  first  time.  He  was  greatly  reduced  on  account  of 
cystitis,  for  which  he  had  been  treated  without  impro7ement. 
An  operation  was  determined  on,  bat  it  was  thought  best  to  give 
him  the  benefit  of  another  mootb,  with  a  view  to  build  him  up 
for  the  operation.  Tonics  and  demulcent  drinks  were  used  for 
this  purpose,  but  without  benefit  It  was  now  a  case  of  Ufe  or 
death.  Without  an  operation  he  must  die;  with  it  he  might  not. 
Of  these  facts  ho  was  well  satisfied,  and  did  not  hesitate,  prefer- 
ring to  die  rather  than  suffer  as  he  did,  wUhwU  the  prospect  of 
relief. 

The  operation  was  porformoil  about  the  last  of  November, 
1866,  assisted  by  Drs.  Glower  and  Groover;  his  attending  physi- 
cian. Dr.  Young,  being  unwell,  was  not  present.  The  stone  was 
about  two  and  a  half  inches  in  circumference  the  long  way.  The 
patient  was  left  in  the  care  of  Dr.  Young,  and  promised  well  for 
about  sis  days.  On  the  seventh  or  eighth  day  he  had  a  chill, 
followed  by  fever;  the  chilly  fever  recurring  at  times  for  several 
days.  In  a  short  time  ho  lapscil  into  a  typhoid  condition,  from 
which  he  never  rallied,  and  died  on  the  nineteenth  d;iy  after  the 
operation. 

Case  4. — Judge  H.,  the  subject  of  the  second  operation,  has 
been  in  good  general  health  and  free  from  stone  symptoms  ten 
months  after  first  operation.  At  times  he  had  been  troubled 
with  some  tenderness  in  the  perineal  region  while  in  the  sitting 
position.  In  March,  1867, 1  visited  him  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
tain by  sounding  if  there  was  another  stone.  It  was  readily 
detected,  and  an  operation  agreed  upon.  The  Judge  called  for 
the  almanac  to  fix  the  day  for  the  operation  by  the  "  signs,"  and 
the  Slst  was  chosen.  Assisted  by  Drs.  Palmer  and  Glower,  a 
second  stone,  about  the  size  of  the  first,  was  removed,  but  of  dif- 
ferent formation.  Recovery  about  as  before.  Within  the  last 
two  or  three  years  he  has  had  suspicious  symptoms,  and  of  late 
has  pa^ed  blood,  with  now  and  then  some  calcarious  formations; 
80  that  the  trouble  may  not  yet  be  ended. 

Oabb  5. — In  May,  1861, 1  was  called  to  see  the  son  of  Mr.  £., 
of  Brooks  county,  Georgia,  aged  thirteen,  supposed  to  have  ^ne; 
and  if  so,  to  operate.    The  boy  had  suffered  six  or  eight  years. 
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and  was  consequently  small,  though  bis  general  condition  was 
good.  Assisted  by  Drs.  Hitck  and  Polhitl,  I  removed  a.  stone 
resembling  in  shape  a  druggist's  peatle,  weighing  about  half  an 
ounce.  His  recovery  was  rapid,  having  been  discharged  in  about 
a  week. 

Case  6. — Master  W.  M.,  an  orphan,  was  of  Decatur  county, 
Georgia,  aged  fourteen  years;  has  suffered  with  stone  since  child- 
hood; is  greatly  reduced;  weighs  about  forty-five  pounds;  has 
suffered  much  with  cy^titiH;  cannot  retain  his  urine.  Stone  wa» 
readily  detected  upon  sounding,  and  an  operation  agreed  upon. 
He  was  brought  to  town  on  the  'i3d  of  March,  1873,  and  the 
stone  was  removed  by  the  lateral  operation  the  nest  day,  with 
assistance  of  Drs.  Turner,  Hopkins,  Taylor  and  Cagle.  The 
stone  measured  5  4-5  inches  in  its  long  circumference,  and 
weighed  near  two  ounces.  On  account  of  the  size  of  the  stone 
the  opening  in  the  bladder  had  to  be  enlarged  twice,  in  order  to 
get  the  stone  through,  and  then  considerable  force  was  necessary 
to  extract  it  The  bladder  was  well  syringed,  the  patient  put  to 
bed,  and  a  good  dose  of  morphia  given.  For  seven  days  all 
promised  well,  having  passed  a  little  urine  the  natural  way;  but 
on  the  eighth  day  after  the  operation  a  succession  of  chilly  feel- 
ings, with  fever,  set  in.  This  condition  of  things  lasted  near  a 
month,  the  chilly  sensations  becoming  less  distinct  after  about 
ten  days.  At  tlie  same  time  the  discharge  from  the  wound— 
which  had  been  healthy — became  watery,  and  the  edges  of  the 
wound  everted.  The  surface  of  the  gaping  wound  had  a  red, 
dimnlegraled  appearance,  resembling  powdered  brick  dust,  dry  at 
times.     To  my  mind  it  was  a  true  hospital  gangrene. 

Five  gi'ains  quinine,  three  times  daily,  with  dover's  powder 
at  night,  was  the  medical  treatment;  and  a  sol.  of  nitrate  of  sil- 
ver, or  carbolic  acid,  daily  injected  into  the  wound,  constituted  the 
staple  of  the  surgical  treatment  for  most  of  this  time.  About 
the  sixteenth  day  after  the  operation  the  nurse  informed  me 
that  the  feces,  with  the  urine,  passed  the  artiticial  openiug  to- 
gether. The  next  day  I  satisfied  myself  that  this  was  true. 
Treatment  was  not  changed,  however.  From  this  time  (about 
ihe  10th  of  August)  until  the  last  of  the  month  his  condition 
was  precarious  indeed.  Tbe  boy  became  gloomy  and  his  friends 
gave  him  up  to  die,  and  he  knew  this. 

About  this  time  some  abatement  of  the  fever,  together  with 
a  little  rctUTtiing  appetite,  indicated  a  little  improvement,  though 
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his  friends  were  slow  to  admit  it,  as  thej  bad  determined  by  tbia- 
time  to  take  bim  borne,  wbich  tbey  did  oo  the  night  of  the  7th 
of  September,  sixteen  miles  by  moonlight  He  stood  the  trip 
well,  and  the  first  report  I  had,  abont  a  week  after,  was  to  the 
effect  that  he  was  decidedly  better;  the  same  treatment  being 
kept  np.  The  change  to  the  country,  t^ether  with  the  visits  of 
bis  old  neighbors,  bad  a  wooderftil  effect  in  this  case.  No  other 
serioas  trouble  was  encountered  in  the  case,  and  be  continued 
to  improve,  gaining  health  and  strength  all  Uie  time.  Six  months 
after,  he  came  to  see  me.  He  weighed  abont  twenty  ponnds 
more  than  when  operated  on,  and  perhaps  thirty  pounds  more 
than  when  we  parted.  There  was  then  and  is  now  a  cyato-rectal 
fistula,  which  I  propose  to  close  up  by  appropriate  treatment, 
which  he  has  agreed  to.  He  does  ordinary  farm  work  all  the 
time  now,  and  is  getting  quite  stout. 

Case  7. — David  BuUooh,  a  negro,  of  Iieon  county,  Florida, 
aged  Bixty-seven;  of  good  health  and  vigor  for  a  man  of  bis  age, 
although  he  has  had  spasmodic  suffering  with  stone  for  nine  years^ 
I  sounded  him  in  my  office  the  22d  of  February  of  this  year — 
1875.  A  stone  was  readily  detected.  On  the  3d  of  March,  aided 
by  Drs.  Gardner,  Wheeler  and  Cam,  I  operated  on  Davy  at  his 
Florida  home.  The  stone,  a  good  sized  one,  was  readily  grasped, 
but  being  very  soft,  it  crushed  on  closing  the  forceps.  The  larger 
fragments  were  removed  with  the  forceps,  bat  tiie  debris  (one- 
third,  perhaps)  was  washed  out  with  a  Davidson  syringe.  The 
horn  from  off  the  end  of  a  gum  elastic  catheter  was  also  removed. 
It  had  been  there  abont  three  months.  In  a  great  huiry,  at  night, 
Dave  introduced  the  catheter  wrong  end  foremost,  and  in  this 
way  he  had  lost,  it  iu  the  bladder.  My  patient,  at  last  aocounts,. 
was  about  well. 

The  history  of  uriimry  culcnli  presents  some  peculiarities, 
that  I  propose  to  notice  in  connection  with  the  cases  reported. 
It  is  not  known  thut  uuy  nation  or  people  are  absolately  fre& 
from  it,  but  there  is  a  marked  difference  as  to  its  frequency  iui 
various  latitudes  and  among  different  races,  and  in  the  same  race 
in  different  regions  or  latitudes.  As  a  general  rule  the  inhabi- 
tants of  hot  and  cold  countries  are  alike  free  from  calcarions 
affections,  but  there  are  exceptions  to  this  rule. 

India,  with  much  of  her  territory  embraced  within  the  trop- 
ica, and  Bassia,  with  much  of  hers  within  the  frigid  zone,  furnish 
among  their  people  frequent  examples  of  stone  in  the  bladder. 
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All  other  hot  and  cold  climaten,  eo  far  as  the  writer  knows,  are 
»bont  alike  free  from  troubles  of  thia  sort 

In  different  localities  in  the  same  latitnde  in  our  own  country, 
the  frequency  with  which  we  meet  with  stone  is  marked  and  dis- 
tinctive, while  other  sectiona  are  almost  free  from  such  formation. 
Mj  opinion  is  that  the  chemicAl  compositioo  of  the  grp^  body  of 
these  formations  indicates  the  localiiy  and  for  the  most  part  the 
latitude  in  which  thej  are  formed. 

Id  warm  countries,  with  a  light  soil  and  soft  laaler,  most  of 
these  formations  will  be  of  the  aofler  class;  and  where  the  oppo- 
site condition  obtains  the  harder  rarities  will  be  found  most  fre- 
quent. 

Of  the  seven  reported  cases  above  there  was  but  one  of  the 
harder  class — thought  to  be  lithic  acid — the  last  one  in  case  two, 
(second  operation.) 

While  none  have  been  subjected  to  chemical  analysis,  it  is  dear 
that  the  phosphatic  element  predominates  in  six  out  of  the  seven. 
The  same  analogy  holds  good  with  reference  to  the  great  body  of 
stone  collections  in  this  country,  as  compared  with  European 
collections.  The  oxalates  and  the  lithic  acid  stones  are  more 
common  abroad,  and  the  phosphatic  formations  are  generally 
met  with  in  this  country. 

The  valleys  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  covering  the  Alle- 
ghany ridge,  with  two  hundred  miles  south  of  that  ridge,  em- 
bracing about  as  much  as  five  States  as  large  as  Georgia,  has,  it 
is  believed,  produced  more  cases  of  stone  than  all  the  balance  of 
the  Union  of  States.  The  reports  of  Dudley,  Gross,  Eve  and 
others,  plainly  indicate  the  truth  of  the  statement.  6.  F.  Dudley 
cut  for  stone  225  times;  S.  D.  Gross  115  times;  P.  F.  Eve  106 
times;  Mettaor,  of  Virginia,  79  times.  There  are  perhaps  a  dozen 
or  more  beside  those  mentioned,  resident  in  the  territory  indi- 
cated, that  have  operated  from  ten  to  fifty  times,  say  an  average 
of  thirty  times  each.  This  will  add  360  more  to  the  list,  making 
885  cases  that  have  been  cut  at  home  within  the  last  forty  years. 
Beside  this  many  have  sought  relief  in  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore  and  Cincinnati,  from  the  area  of  ten-itory  referred  to, 
making  a  total  of  not  less  than  1,600  cases  in  all,  purhaps.  From 
general  knowledge,  (without  the  aid  of  statistics)  I  feel  safe  in 
saying  that  these  estimates  are  not  overdrawn;  and  I  also  feel 
safe  in  saying  that  the  balance  of  the  Union  has  not  furnished  so 
large  a  number  in  the  same  time. 
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Assuming  that  these  estimates  are  true — and  the;  are  not  far 
out  of  the  viAj — the  infertiDce  is  that,  in  this  conntry  at  least,  the 
most  frequent  causes  of  stone  may  be  looked  for  in  the  geological 
formation  of  the  earth's  surface.  The  entire  coast  country,  from 
Virginia  to  the  Rio  Grande,  embracing  all  the  light  soil  re- 
gion, where  the  water,  in  common  parlance,  is  sofl,  calcarioas 
formations  in  the  human  subject  are  comparatively  rare,  and 
those  that  are  met  with,  as  a  general  rule,  <are  of  the  softer  kinds. 
"While,  on  the  other  hand,  I  think  it  is  true  that  the  Alleghany 
ridge  country,  with  the  contiguous  valleys,  abound  in  hard  water, 
and  hard  calculi  also. 

Another  interesting  peculiarity  in  the  history  of  calcarious 
affections  relates  to  races.  The  purely  negro  race  enjoys  a  re- 
markable immunity  from  this  affection,  while  the  mulatto  can 
claim  none  of  it,  if  the  statistics  are  correct.  As  between  the 
white  and  negro  races,  the  difference,  according  to  Prof.  Gross, 
is  about  as  three  to  one.  Out  ©f  one  hundred  and  sisty-oue 
eases  that  I  have  collected,  the  results  show  eleven  negroes  and 
sii:  mulattoes,  seventeen  in  all;  a  difference  of  nearly  ten  to  one; 
or  if  the  mulattoes  are  not  counted,  the  difference  will  be  about 
fifteen  and  a  half  to  one. 

The  negro  race  is,  and  ever  will  be,  an  enigma,  but  sot  more 
so  in  the  way  of  exemptions  from  disease  than  in  some  other 
particulars.  Why  they  should  be  less  liable  to  stone  affections  is 
as  bard  to  account  for  as  the  fact  that  they  will  lie  and  steal 
almost  without  exception.  The  one  is,  as  I  believe,  a  race 
exemption;  the  other  a  race  malady,  which  time  or  the  devices  of 
men  will  not  correct. 

Sailors  and  persona  living  near  the  seaside  are  not  often  af- 
flicted with  stone.  For  some  reason  and  in  some  mysterious 
way  the  salt  atmosphere  acts  as  a  prophylactic  to  such  forma- 
tions. The  State  of  Florida  is  more  perfectly  fanned  with  sea 
breeze  than  any  other  portion  of  our  countrj',  and  it  is  well 
known  that  her  citizens  rarely  suffer  with  stone  affections. 

The  exciting  or  constitutional  causes  that  in  some  way  pro- 
duce stone  are  the  rheumatic  and  gouty  habit,  which  passes 
through  many  generations  at  times.  Diseases  of  the  spine,  kid- 
neys, bladder,  urethra  and  prostate  gland,  and  a  few  others  of 
less  importance,  also  give  rise  to  it. 

The  treatment  employed  for  the  removal  of  stone  is  mainly 
surgical ;  and  the  cubing  operations — lithotomy  as  now  practised 
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is  mainly  cocfioed  to  three,  the  lateral,  bi-lateral  and  median. 
Of  these  the  first  two  are  the  most  popular.  For  myself,  I  have 
sot  been  able  to  see  any  great  advantage  that  one  posnessea  over 
either  of  the  other  two.  The  Burgeon  would  do  well  to  stick  to  the 
operation  he  is  most  familiar  with  and  best  prepared  to  execute. 

Within  the  last  forty  years  Civiale  and  Dupuytren  have  pop- 
ularized the  first  two  of  these  operations,  and  they  have  not  lopt 
anything  by  time,  and  perhaps  will  not;  but  material  advances 
have  been  made  in  the  construction  of  iastruments  for  the  re- 
moval of  stone. 

In  1821  Civiale  published  to  the  world  a  new  plan  for  the 
removal  of  stone,  without  the  use  of  the  knife.  To  this  operation 
the  term  lithotrity  was  applied,  and  has  been  and  is  now  prac- 
tised by  some,  though  not  in  general  favor  with  the  profession. 
It  has  been  condemned  as  more  difiBcnlt  to  perform,  and  less  safe 
to  the  patient,  than  the  cutting  operations. 

In  1873,  Sir  Henry  Thompson,  (than  whom  no  one  now  living 
has  more  reputation  in  diseases  of  this  kind,)  in  a  paper  read 
before  the  Midland  Medical  Society  of  Birmingham,  makes  some 
startling  disclosures,  iu  eonrticfc  with  the  history  of  calcarious 
affections,  both  as  it  relates  to  age  and  treatment.  At  one  time 
this  distinguished  author  gave  a  tabulated  account  of  1,8*27  cases 
of  lithotomy,  of  which  numbei'  there  were  473  children  under  five 
years  old;  and  Civiale,  with  5,376  cases,  reports  2,314,  nearly  one- 
half,  below  the  age  of  puberty.  Statements  like  these — being 
hospital  reports  for  the  most  part — Sir  Henry  says  have  missled 
the  profession  as  to  the  facts,  for  the  reason  that  most  of  such 
patients  ai'e  from  the  poorer  classes;  but  by  more  careful  count, 
taken  from  all  sources,  it  will  be  found  "  that  the  welt-to-do  fur- 
nish the  majority  of  stone  cases  at  the  other  end  of  life." 

Without  any  statistics  on  the  subject,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
there  are  as  many  boj's  living  under  fifteen  as  of  men  over  forty 
years  old.  If  this  count  be  conect,  the  position  taken  two  years 
ago  by  Sir  Henry  is  probably  true;  and  when  the 'statistics  come 
to  be  properly  ooanted,  the  disease  will  be  found  to  be  more  com- 
mon among  the  old  than  the  young.  My  little  experience,  as 
well  as  observation,  attest  the  truth  of  the  above  couclusious. 

In  the  same  paper  referred  to,  (a  synopsis  of  which  I  have 
seen)  Sir  Henry  Thompson  announces  the  important  fact,  if  fact 
it  be,  that  stone  in  the  bladder,  like  many  other  maladies,  is  an 
*'  exterminable  one,  so  far  as  it  is  painful  and  dangerous; "  the 
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infereace  being,  as  I  understand  it,  that  as  all  caknli  are  small 
at  first,  if  taken  at  a  proper  time,  may  be  removed  with  safety. 

Oat  of  sixty-three  cases  of  calculi  removed  by  Sir  Heniy  by 
the  cmshing  method — the  mean  ages  being  more  than  sixty-five — 
there  was  not  a  single  death;  and  he  further  avers  that  where  the 
calculi  "  were  smaii  he  never  had  yet  had  a  death."  If  the  catting 
operations  for  stone  show  any  results  so  favorable  as  this  I  am  Dot 
aware  of  it.  So  that,  if  the  patient  be  over  the  aga  of  puberty, 
with  healthy  kidaeya,  bladder,  etc.,  and  particularly  if  the  stone 
is  small,  the  crushing  operation,  according  to  the  author  referred 
to,  should  be  preferred.  A  small  sound,  that  can  be  readily 
turned  completely  round  in  the  bladder,  aided  by  Thompson's  or 
Ferguson's  lithotrite,  will  greatly  &ciHtate  the  knowledge  desired. 
So  that  the  choice  of  operations  may — and  perhaps  will  at  some 
future  day — be  determined  in  all  cases  by  the  information  ob- 
tained as  above  indicated. 


CLINICAL  STUDIES  WITH  HOK-HATTSEATISQ  DOSES  OP  IPEOAO- 
UAHHA,  CHIEFLY  IS  IHTEBMITTEBTS. 

Bl  ALFItED  A  nOODUtJLL.  U.D..  A^iitutt  Surc.eon  T.  a.  Abuv. 

An  Ahstracl  frora  a  ^leeiol  Heporl  to  the  Siirgetm  Otneral  V.  &  Anui/.   rend 
brfort  Iht  AlUnxta  Amtdemy  nj'  Medicint, 

Case  VI. — J.  (;.  A  fortnight  after  reaching  Alabama,  in  Sep- 
tember, this  man  wits  taken  with  bilious  fever,  with  which  he  was 
flick  three  weeks.  He  says  he  was  languid  and  indisposed  daring 
the  remainder  of  bis  absence,  but,  returning  late  in  November, 
felt  well  until  I5th  December,  1874,  when  he  had  a  hght  chill  at 
10  A.II.,  with  fever  lasting  until  3  p.u.     He  had  no  chill  on  16th. 

I7th  December.  Had  a  severer  chill  with  less  fever.  Temp. 
2  p.u.,  102  4-5.  Admitted  hospital  and  given  one  grain  of  ipe- 
cacuanha every  three  hours. 

18th. — Temp,  a.m.,  1)7  1-5;  p.m.,  98  '6-5.  R.  Ipecac,  gr.  v.,  opii 
gr.  i  at  noon. 

19th.— Temp,  a.m.,  98;  1p.m.,  !)9 1-5;  p.m.,  101 4-5.  A  slightrigor 
but  not  a  marked  chill  to-day.     R.  Ipecac,  gr.  ij  evei^  two  hours. 
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20th.— Temp.  7  a.m.,  97  4-5;  1  p.m.,  07  4-5;  C  p.m.,  98  2-5. 
Treatment  contiaaed. 

aiat.— Temp.  7  a-m.,  97  4-5;  12  «,,  96  4-5;  6  p.m.,  98  3-6.  No 
<Iisagreeable  sensatioo.  B-  Ipecac,  gr.  x.,  opii  gr.  ^,  10  a.kl;  de- 
ferred dinner  until  2  p.m.;  ipecac,  gr.  v.,  opii  gr.  j,  6:30  p.m. 

22d. — Temp.  7  a-m.,  98.  Duty.  Directed  to  take  a  two-grain 
pill  ever;  three  hours  duriog  the  da;  for  three  weeks.  The  dis- 
ease has  not  recurred. 

Case  VII. — E.  F.  While  on  detached  service  in  Alabama  this 
man  was  ill  three  weelcs  with  bilious  fever,  from  which  he  was 
only  convalescent  when  he  retorned  to  this  poet  late  in  November. 

27th  December,  1874. — Reports  sick.  Says  he  had  a  light 
chill  while  on  guard  24th,  aud  had  a  severe  one  on  26th.  Has 
taken  no  medicine  of  any  kind.  Admitted  hospital  and  given 
two  grains  of  ipecacuanha  every  two  hours.  Temp,  a.m.,  98  3-5; 
P.M.,  99  2-5. 

28th.— Temp,  a-k.,  98  3-5;  1  p.m.,  99  2-5;  p.m.,  100  1-5.  Had 
BO  chill  but  there  was  some  fever  bttweeu  ten  and  one  o'clock. 
Took  two  grains  every  two  hours  and  five  grains  with  one-fourtb 
grain  opium  at  night 

29th.— Temp.  a.ii.,  98  2-5;  p.m.,  98  3-5.   Two  griiina  bi-hourly. 

30th,— Temp,  a.m.,  97  2-5;  p.m.,  99.  Slight  chilly  feeling. 
Treatment  continued. 

3l8t. — Temp.  a.m.,  97  3-5;  p.m.,  97  4-5.     Continue  treatment. 

1st  January,  1875.— Tamp,  a.m.,  98  1-5;  p.m.,  97  4-5.   2d,  A.M., 

97  2-5;  P.M.,  98  4-5.  3d,  a-m.,  97  3-5;  p.m.,  99.  4th,  a.m.,  98.  Re- 
turned to  quarters.  He  took  two  grains  every  two  hours  each  day 
without  incouvenience.  No  chilly  sensations  occurred  after  30th 
ulL,  and  he  was  returned  to  duty  tith  January  with  intitructioas  to 
continue  using  the  medicine  for  three  weeks. 

30th  March,  5  p.m. — This  man  reports  as  just  passing  out  of  a 

cbill.     Temperature  lUl  3-5.     6..  Ipecac,  gr.  j  every  three  hoax's. 

31at— Temp.  7  a-m.,  98;  11  a.m.,  98  3-5;  3  p.m.,  97  4-6;  7  p.m., 

98  3-5.    No  chill.    Treatment  continued. 

1st  April— Temp.  7  a.m.,  98  »-5;  10  a.m.,  98  3-5;  12  m.,  98  2-5; 
2  P.M.,  98  1-5;  4  p.m.,  98;  7  p.m.,  99  2-6.  No  chill.  SUghtly  nau- 
seated and  pills  reduced  to  one  every  four  hours. 

2d.— Temp.  7  a-m.,  98;  2  p.m.,  98  2-5;  7  p.m.,  98  3-6.  Treat- 
ment continued. 

3d.— Temp.  7  a-M.,  97  3-5;  10  a.m.,  98;  2  p.m.,  98  1-5;  6  p.m., 
101  1-6.  Notwithstanding  this  rise  there  was  no  abnormal  sen- 
sation.    Treatment  continued. 
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4tb.— Temp.  7  a-m.,  97  4-5.  5tb,  7  a.m.,  98  1-5;  p.m.,  98  1-5. 
Returned  to  quarters. 

6th. — Temp,  a.m.,  96  3-5;  p.m.,  99.  Notwithstanding  tbis  irreg- 
olarit;  there  was  do  feeling  of  illness  on  the  man's  part,  and  he 
was  returned  to  duty,  9th  April,  with  instructipna  to  continue 
nsing  tbe  pills. 

Case  VIII. — W.  M.  This  man  was  sick  in  AJabama  about  four 
weeks.  After  his  return,  28tb  November,  1874,  he  felt  pretty 
well  until  about  10th  December,  when  be  became  feverish  and 
had  malarial  symptoms  daily,  although  remaining  on  duty  until 
29tb.  He  then  reported  eick,  complaining  of  the  train  of  symp- 
toms which  had  culminated  in  all  the  indications  of  an  attack  of 
ague.  R.  Pulv.  rhei.,  pulv.  ipecac,  liydg.  chl.  mit.  aa.  gr.  v.  The 
medicine  both  vomited  and  purged,  and  he  then  felt  better. 
Temp.  i.Bf.,  09;  p.m.,  99  2-5. 

30th. — Admitted  hospital  and  given  two  grains  ipecacuanha 
bi-hourly,  and  at  night  five  grains  with  oue-quitrtcr  grain  opium. 
Temp  A.M.,  98  3-5;  p.m.,  100  1-5. 

Slst. — Teinp.  a.m.,  98  1-5;  p.m.,  99.     Two  grains  bi-hourly. 

let  January.  1875.— Temp,  a.m.,  98;  p.m.,  98  3-5.  2d,  a.m., 
97  4-5;  P.M.,  98  3-5.  3d,  a.m.,  97  4-6.  Treatment  continued  as 
last  noted.  Has  had  no  chill  nor  has  the  medicine  nauseated. 
Returned  to  duty  and  to  take  one  grain  every  two  hours  for  sev- 
eral weeks.  The  aguish  character  of  this  case  is  not  well  marked 
in  the  foregoing  record,  but  the  man's  history  and  appearance  pre- 
sented unequivocal  evidence  of  malarial  contamination. 

IGtb  January. — Says  he  took  four  or  five  pills  daily  until  to- 
day, when  be  had  a  fever. 

17th. — Temp,  a.m.,  97.  To  take  ipecac,  gr.  v.,  opii  gr.  J  at 
9  A.M.,  4  and  7  p.m.  and  6  a.m.  to-morrow. 

18th. — Attempted  to  go  on  with  his  work,  but  became  too- 
ill  and  was  excused  10  a.m.  Had  no  distinct  chill,  bnt  his  tem- 
perature at  that  hour  was  104  1-5;  2  p.m.,  101  3-S;  7  p.m.,  101 1-5. 
B-  Ipecac,  gr.  x.,  opii  gr.  ss.  at  8i30  p.m. 

19th. —  R.  Ipecac,  gr.  v.,  opii  gr.  ^  at  C  a.m.,  11  a.m.  and  3  p.m. 
Temp.  A.M.,  98  1-5;  p.m.,  100  4-5.  Had  a  slight  fever  but  no  chilL 
Under  a  misapprehension  took  a  five-and -a- quarter  grain  pill  at 
8  and  another  at  8;30  p.m.,  soon  after  which  he  vomited  about  a 
pint  of  greenish  fluid.  Full  asleep  immediately  afterwai^  and 
slept  all  night. 

'20lh. — Tenipeniture  a.m.,  102  1-5,  notwithstanding  which  he 
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felt  well.  9  A.M.,  102  2-5;  1  P.M.,  100  3-5;  6  P.M.,  99  3-5.  He  took 
ipecac,  gr.  v.,  opii  gr.  ^  at  each  of  the  hoars  juet  specified. 

21sL — A.M.,  98;  p.m.,  103  4-6.  Not withetao ding  this  elevation 
of  temperature  he  was  entirely  nnconBcioue  of  more  than  a  slight 
increase,  and  insisted  that  he  felt  quite  well.  Took  the  5|  gr. 
pill  at  9  A.M.,  1  and  (>  p.m. 

22d.— Temp,  a.m.,  98  3-5;  1  p.m.,  98.  Took  10^  grs.  G  a.m., 
6|  1  and  C  P.M.     23d.  Retni-ned  to  duty. 

Case  IX. — Mrs ,  of  good  general  health,  was  confined 

on  the  morning  of  Gth  January,  1875,  having  a  natural  and  easy 
labor.  The  after-pains  were  somewhat  more  sharp  and  constant 
than  nsual,  bnt  nothing  especial  occurred  until  10th,  when  she 
experienced  a  slight  rigor  followed  by  a  perceptible  fever  and  by 
wandering  bnt  severe  general  pains  in  all  the  limbs.  There  was 
a  little  subsequent  perspiration.  It  was  not  convenient  to  use 
the  thermometer,  but  lier  pul^o  during  the  exacerbation  reached 
109.  This  lady,  on  several  previous  occasions,  when  her  general 
strength  had  become  temporarily  impaired,  had  mild  attacks  of 
intermittent  fever;  and  I  looked  upon  this  as  similar,  and  not  as 
milk  fever,  as  it  may  occur  to  the  reader.  In  view  of  Trousseau's 
praises  of  this  drug  in  the  puerperal  state,  as  well  as  its  presumed 
action  in  intermittents,  she  was  ordered  ipecac,  gr.  xx.,  opii  gr.  j, 
in  pil.  iv.;  one  to  be  taken  at  8  p.m.,  1  a.m.  and  G  a.m. 

11th, — Slept  well  and  was  not  materially  nauseated.  The 
fourth  pill  was  taken  at  10  a.m.,  after  which  two  grains  of  ipecac- 
nanha  was  ordered  every  two  hours.  While  taking  the  larger 
doses  she  was  cautioned  about  drinking;  but,  not  understanding 
that  the  same  rule  applied  to  the  smaller  pills,  she  took  one  im- 
mediately before  tea,  and  that  meal  was,  consequently,  rejected 
There  was  no  attendant  nor  subsequent  nausea.  Dnriug  the 
night  she  took  four  doses. 

12th. — Ipecac,  gr.  ij  every  four  hours  during  the  day,  and  in 
the  night  at  10  pm.,  3  and  6  a.m. 

13th. — The  medicine  was  repeated  at  10:30  a.ji.,  3:30  and  9^ 
P.M.  and  6  A.X. 

14th. — No  recurrence  of  the  paroxysm  happening,  the  medi- 
cine was  suspended. 

During  its  exhibition  the  only  emesis  was  that  noted,  and 
although  occasional  oausea  occurred,  it  was  not  severe.  Th& 
patient  made  a  speedy  and  uniform  convalescence. 

Case  X. — C.  L.  On  sick  report  since  11th  January,  1875,  with 
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a  slight  gastric  and  intestinal  derangement,  complained,  od  IStli, 
of  a  chill;  sensatioD.  Temperature  a.h.,  97  2-6;  p.u.,  100  3-5. 
'H.  Ipecac,  gr.  v.,  opii  gr.  ^,  at  8  p.u. 

leth.—Temp.  a.m.,  98  2-S;  p.m.,  99  1-5.  To  take  the  same 
dose  at  6  and  10  a.m.  and  5  p.m.     Feels  well  to-day. 

17th.— Temp,  a.m.,  98  1-5;  p.m.,  98  3-5.     Repeat  pill  at  6  and 

10  A.U.  and  8:30  p.m. 

18th.— Temp,  a.m.,  98;  p.m.,  99  1-5.  PiU  repeated  at  6  a.m. 
and  8:30  p.m. 

19th.— Temp,  a.m.,  96  3-5;  11  a.m.,  99.  Notwithstanding  these 
-variations  of  temperature,  he  feels  well  and  has  felt  thus  for  sev- 
-eral  days.  Returned  to  duty  and  directed  te  take  five  grains  of 
ipecacuanha,  without  opium,  night  and  morning,  for  some  time. 

Case  XI. — J,  L.  This  man,  now  thirty-five  years  of  age  and 
of  fifteen  years'  service,  although  of  good  habits  and  a  faithful 
and  excellent  soldier.  Las  bad  his  constitution  and  general  health 
weakened  by  the  campaigns  and  privations  through  which  he  has 
passed.  He  suffered  with  a  severe  remittent  attack  in  Alabama, 
and  was  on  the  sick  report  here  13-16  December,  1874,  with  a 
quotidian  intermittent,  for  which  he  was  treated  by  Assb.  Surg. 
Maus  with  a  combination  of  quinine  and  ipecacuanha. 

14th  January,  1875.— Reports  having  a  violent  chill  yester- 
day. (Being  married  he  is  treated  in  quarters.)  Temp,  a-m., 
97  3-6;  p.m.,  98  3-6.  Took  ipecac  gr.  x.,  opii  gr.  ss.  at  11  a.m. 
and  1  P.M.    There  was  neither  nausea  nor  vomiting. 

16th.— Temp,  a.m.,  97  3-5;  4  p.m.,  103  2-5;  6  p.m.,  101  2-5.  A 
severe  chill,  but  lighter  than  the  preceding,  occurred  about  noon. 
Took  ipecac,  gr.  ij.  every  two  hours,  and  ipecac,  gr.  v.,  opii  gr.  J, 
at  8:30  p.m. 

l«th.— Temp,  a.m.,  9G  4-5;  m,,  97  4-5;  p.m.,  98.  So  chill.  Took 
•one  pill  of  ipecac,  gr.  v.,  opii  gr.  J,  at  6  a.m.,  10  .v.m.,  i  p.m.  and 
two  at  8:30  P.M. 

17th  —Temp.  a.m.,  97  2-5;  m.,  98  1-6;  p.m.,  98.  Took  the  same 
pill  at  6  A.M.,  two  at  11  a.m.,  and  one  at  1  and  7  p-.m.  There  was 
no  vomiting  and  no  chill,  but  a  profuse  cold  sweat  occurred  in 
the  night 

18th.— Temp,  a.m.,  98;  pm.,  98  3-5,  The  usual  pill  at  9  a.m. 
and  3  and  8:30  p.m.  Had  no  chill  nor  fever,  nor  any  perspiration 
at  night. 

19th.— Temp,  a.m.,  98  4-5;  p.m,  99  4-5.     Took  the  same  pill  at 

11  a.m.  and  3  and  7  p.m.  His  head  aching  and  his  bowels  being 
constipated,  took  pil.  cath.  <;.  no.  iij  at  bedtime.     No  chill. 
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aoth.— Temp,  a.m.,  97  2-6;  9  a.m.,  97  4-5;  p.m.,  98.  Bowels 
moved  and  lieadaolie  gone.  Feels  "  as  well  as  eTsr  in  bis  life." 
Took  the  ojsoal  pill  at  at  11  a.m.,  3  and  7  p.m. 

2lBi — Temp,  a.m.,  98.  Daiy.  To  take  five  groios  of  ipecac- 
nanba,  withont:  opium,  twice  a  day  for  some  time. 

23d. — Was  seized  with  a  chill  while  on  gnard  last  night  (22d). 
Temp.  A.M.,  101  4-6;  p.h,  99  4-5.  To  take  ipecac,  gr.  x.  (without 
opium)  at  3  and  8:30  ?.m.  There  was  no  chill,  bat  he  had  a  se- 
vere ferer  daring  the  day.  * 

24th.— Temp.  a.m..  97  3-6;  3  p.m., -98  4-5;  p.m.,  100  2-5.  R.  Ip- 
ecac gr.  X.  at  at  6  and  11  a.m.  and  5  and  6:30  p.m.  There  waa  no 
emesis,  bat  a  little  nansea  and  anorexia. 

25th.— Temp.  a.m.,  101  1-5;  1  p.m.,  99  1-6;  p.m.,  98  2-5.  Took 
ipecac,  gr.  t.,  opii  gr.  \  every  four  hours.  Was  nauseated  all 
night,  and  had  a  chill,  with  high  ferer  and  perspiration,  in  the 
morning. 

26th.— Temp,  a.m.,  98;  p.m.,  99  1-5.  27th,  a.m.,  98  2-6;  p.m.,, 
99  2-6.  28th,  a.m.,  98;  p.m.,  99.  Daring  each  of  these  days  he 
took  foor  fiTe-aud-a-qaarter-grain  pills. 

29th.— Temp.  A.M.,  99  2-6;  p.m„  98  3-6.  Complaining  of  head- 
ache, the  opium  is  omitted,  and  he  is  given  three  grains  ipeoac- 
oanha  every  four  hours. 

30th.— Temp.  a.m.,  98  1-6;  p.m.,  101  1-6.  Treatment  contin- 
ued, and  ten  grains  ipecacuanha,  without  opium,  given  at  night. 
Mo  emesis. 

3lBt. — Temp,  a.m.,  98;  p.m.,  99.  Treatment  continued,  omit- 
ting the  large  dose. 

IstFebruary.- A.M.,  97  3-6;  p.m.,  98  3-5.  2d.  a.m.,  97  4-6; 
P.M.,  98  4-5.    Treatment  continued. 

3d. — Duty,  at  bis  own  request.  To  persevere  with  the  three- 
grain  pills. 

12th  February. — Beports  another  chill  whUe  on  guard  in  very 
stormy  weather.  Taken  on  sick  report  ^d  ordered  ipecac  gr.  ij. 
every  two  hours  steadily.  This  treatment  was  not  varied,  and 
the  temperatare  readings,  night  and  morning,  were  as  follows: 
12th,  97  3-5,  99  4-5;  13th,  97  1-5, 100  1-5;  14th,  97  3-5,  99  2-5; 
15th,  98,  1001-6;  16th,  97  3-5,  90  2-6;  17th,  99  2-5,  99  2-5; 
18th,  98  3-5.  Duty.  He  had  only  one  chill  after  he  began  to 
take  the  medicine,  and  he  was  retained  on  the  sick  Ust  from  the 
variations  of  temperature,  although  they  were  imperceptible  to 
his  sensations. 
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Thia  man  was  again  seized  with  a  chill  on  the  afternoon  of 
18th  March,  and  had  a  very  high  fever  that  night  He  reported 
sick  the  nest  day,  and  was  given  six  one-grain  pills  of  ipecacu- 
anha, to  be  taken  during  the  twenty-four  hoam.  He  had  a  lighter 
chill  that  evening,  after  which  the  disease  ceased.  The  pills  were 
oostinaed  four  times  daily  for  some  days,  and  afterwards  thrice 
and  twice  a  day.  He  was  returned  to  duty  24th  March.  I  re- 
gret that  the  tcmperntiire  was  not  taken  during  this  attack,  which 
was  apparently  as  severe  as  any  of  the  previous  ones,  and  in  the 
fever  he  was  mildly  detirioiis.  It  will  be  observed  that  doses  of 
small  size  in  this  seemed  more  efficient  than  large  doses  in  the 
earlier  seizures.  Up  to  the  date  of  this  paper  he  has  remained  in 
excellent  health. 

Case  XII.— M.  G.  H.  This  man  was  one  of  a  very  few  in  his 
company  who  retained  their  health  while  on  duty  in  Alabama  in 
ihe  fait  of  1874. 

19th  January,  1875. — For  the  past  three  days  he  has  felt 
chilly  in  the  aftemoon,  with  consecutive  fever.  Given  by  Asst. 
Surg.  Maus  ten  3-gr.  quinine  pills  at  7  a.m.,  of  which  he  took 
several  (number  not  stated).  Chilly  sensations  coming  on  in  the 
evemiig,  he  was  given,  6  p.m.,  in  the  hope  of  abating  the  parox- 
ysm, chloroform.  fSss.,  sp.  ammon,  arom.  i1],  aquie  fjij.  Thia 
failed,  and  he  was  relieved  from  guard  at  midnight  in  conse- 
quence of  the  violence  of  the  chill. 

20tb. — Admitted  hospital,  looking  ill,  with  chilly  sensations 
of  body.  Temp,  a.m.,  99  3-5;  5  p.m.,  103;  7  p.m.,  102  3-5.  Given 
10  A.M.,  ipecac,  gr.  xs.,  tr.  opii  m.  xs.  He  remained  in  bed  vrith- 
out  nausea  the  most  of  the  day,  but  on  rising  toward  evening,  to 
use  the  close-stool,  vomited  "a  very  little," 

21st.— Temp,  a.m.,  97;  1  p.m.,  102  1-5;  7  p.m.,  103  1-5.  Took 
ten  grains  ipecac  and  half  a  grain  opium  at  10  a.m.  and  6  p.u. 

22d.— Temp  a.m.,  99  2-5;  1  p.m.,  99  4-5;  3  p.m.,  100  4-5;  7  p.m., 

100  4-5.    Took  ipecac,  gr.  x.,  opii  gr,  ss.  6  a.m.  and  1:30  p.m.    The 

-  bowels  not  having  moved  for  three  days,  given,  11  .a.m.,  hydg. 

chl.  mit.  gr.  x.,  pulv.  ipecac,  pulv.  rhei  oa.  gr.  v.    One  hour  later 

the  bowels  moved  and  he  vomited  a  little. 

23d.— Temp,  a.m.,  98  3-5;  p.m.,  101  2-6.  U.  Ipecac  gr.  i., 
opii  gr.  88.  6  a.m.,  1  and  8  p.m. 

24th.— Temp,  a.m.,  98  3-5;  p.m.,  100  1-5.  Took  three  grains 
■every  two  hours. 

25th.— Temp,  a.m.,  98;  p.m.,  99  2-6.  Three  grains  every  two 
hours. 
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26th.— Temp,  a.m.,  98;  p.m.,  99.  Returned  to  (inftrteis;  treat- 
ment continued. 

27lh.— A.M.,  97  a-o;  p,».,  98  4-5.  28tli,  am.,  97  4-5;  p.m.,  99  1-5. 
29th,  A.M.,  98.  30th,  A.My  97  4-5;  p.m.,  99.  31st,  a.m.,  98;  p.m., 
98  3-5.  1st  February,  a.m.,  98.  2il,  98,  99.  3il,  a.m.,  98  1-5. 
4th,  A.M.,  98  1-5;  p.m.,  98  2-6.  5th,  98.  Dutyj  There  was  no 
change  in  treatment  since  25th  January,  and  un  going  to  duty 
he  was  supplied  with  pills  to  be  taken  for  some  days. 

This  man  bad  no  chill  appreciable  to  himself  &tl6r  the  second 
day  he  was  on  sick  report,  but  be  was  kept  from  daty  longer 
than  usual  because  his  countenance  showed  by  its  pallor  tbe  in- 
fluence npou  bis  system  of  the  first  violent  seizure. 

Case  XIU. — F.  D.  N.  This  man  was  relievRd  from  guard  in 
the  night  of  3lst  January,  1876.  on  account  of  a  chill,  and  was 
given  a  dose  of  medicine,  tbe  memorandum  of  which  is  mislaid. 

1st  February. — Admitted  hospital.  Temp  8  a.m.,  103  1-6; 
1  P.M.,  191  2-5;  4  P.M.,  100  1-5;  6  p.m.,  99  1-5.  At  10  a.m.,  being 
constipated,  was  given  bydg.  cbl.  mit.,  gr.  s.,  pulv.  rhei,  pulv.  ipe- 
cac., aa  gr.  t.  Bowels  moved  twice  in  tbe  afternoon.  At  8:30  p. 
M.,  given  ipecac,  gr.  i.  He  was  greatly  nauseated,  and  vomited  a 
httle  in  the  nigbt 

2d.— Temp,  a.m.,  99;  1  p.m.,  98  3-5;  G  p.m.,  99  3-5.  R.  Ipecac, 
gr.  V.  at  10  A.  M.,  and  gr.  ij.  every  two  hours  thereafter.  No  per- 
ceptible chill  and  no  nausea.  There  was  no  indication  of  a  chill 
after  this  d^ite,  and  the  temperature,  under  careful  notings  for 
five  days,  showed  so  little  variation  from  tbe  normal  that  it  does 
not  seem  worth  while  to  record  it.  The  medicine  was  gradually 
diminished  to  two  grains  every  four  hours,  which  was  kept  up  for 
some  time. 

Tbe  following  case  excellently  illustrates  the  two  hypotbe- 
seB  that  pathological  perspiration  is  indicative  of  disorder  of  the 
sympatbetic,  and  that  ipecacuanha  is  a  direct  corrective  of  the  de- 
pression of  that  system. 

Case  XTV. — W.  M.,  a  negro  scavenger  employed  at  tbe  Post, 
complained,  29th  January,  1875,  of  nightly  pain  proceeding  from 
tbe  pit  of  tbe  stomach  toward  tbe  chest,  followed  by  cold  sweats 
considerable  in  quantity  and  very  annoying  and  debilitating.  His 
health  otherwise  ia  good. 

He  was  snpplied  with  a  quantity  of  two-grain  pills  of  ipe- 
.  cacuanha,  and  was  directed  to  take  one  every  four  hours. 

3d  February. — Nigbt  sweats  have  ceased,  but  he  feels  weak. 
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6th. — Has  had  do  more  perspLratioii  and  feels  perfectly  well. 

Case  XV. — Thia  ia  a  good  example  of  the  probable  co-depen- 
dence of  oertaio  forms  of  intestinal  disease  and  intermittents 
npon  the  same,  or  similar  primarjr  causes,  as  well  as  the  control 
of  both  bj  the  drag  under  discussion. 

J.  B.  was  on  several  occasions  side  with  some  form  of  malarial 
ferer  while  in  Alabama  in  the  automn;  but  after  his  return  to  the 
post  he  remained  well  until  the  latter  part  of  January,  1875,  when 
the  premonitory  symptoms  of  ague  came  on,  calminating  in  a 
chill,  3d  FebruM^.  A  second  aud  violent  chill  oocarred  before 
daylight  on  the  1th.  Asst  Sarg.  Maus  gave  him  hydg.  chL  mit., 
jalap.,  aa  gr.  x. 

5th. — A  more  severe  chill,  accompanied  by  excessive  vomiting^ 
and  followed  by  exhausting  perspiration,  occurred  before  day- 
light. Temp.  9  a.il,  96;  11  a.m.,  97  1-5;  6  p.m.,  97  ^-5.  Given 
two  grains  ipecac,  every  two  hours  and,  the  bowels  moving  too 
freely,  a  dose  of  Hope's  mixture  at  6  p.m. 

6th. — Had  a  slight  "crawling"  sensation,  but  no  chili  thia 
momiug.  Feels  aguish  and  not  wall,  but  better.  The  bowels, 
however,  have  moved  freqaently  witti  pain,  and  he  has  maob  pain- 
ful irritation  in  the  region  of  the  transverse  colon.  Continued  a 
two-grain  pill  every  two  hours,  and  at  11  a.m.  gave  ipecac,  gr.  xv., 
tr.  opii  m.  x.,  in  a  paste  with  water.  Became  a  little  nauseated 
but  did  not  vomit.  The  discharge  from  the  bswels  ceased  at  once, 
and  the  pain  gradually  disappeared.     Temp.  a.h.,  96;  p.m.,  99  2-5. 

7tb. — Slept  well  and  bad  no  chill.  The  bowels  moved  natu- 
rally this  momiog  without  any  pain.    Temp.  9  a.m.,  96  1-5;  »., 

97  3-5;  6  p.m.,  98  1-5.    Treatment  continued. 

Stb. — Slept  weU,  and  had  no  discomfort  of  any  kind.  Temp. 
A.M.,  97  1-5;  P.M.,  96  1-5.  The  treatment  was  kept  np  for  some 
time,  and  there  was  no  return  of  the  disorder,  nor  did  the  tem- 
perature vary  materially  from  the  normaL  He  was  retained  OQ 
sick  report  until  15th,  so  that  bis  strength,  prostrated  by  the  se- 
verity of  the  onset  of  the  disease,  might  be  regained. 

Case  XVI. — J.  W.  This  man,  who  is  reliable,  reports,  12th 
March,  1875,  that  he  had  a  marked  chill  last  night,  after  one  or 
two  days'  premonitory  symptoms,  and  his  oountenauce  confirms 
his  statement.  Admitted  hospital  and  given  one  grain  of  ipecac- 
uanha every  three  hours.     Temp.  8  p.m.,  99  1-10;  a.m.,  98  4-5;  u.f 

98  3-5;  2  p.m.,  98  1-5;  4  p.m.,  98  1-5;  7  p.m.,  98. 

13th.— Temp.  8  a.m.,  97  1-5;  1  p.m.,  98  3-6;  6  p.m.,  98  3-5. 
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Treatment  oontinued,  and  at  9  \.ti.  gave  by dg.  chl.  mit.,  jalap.,  aa 
gr.  X.;  3  F.U.,  mag.  sulpb.  ^as. 

litb. — Temp.  a.m.,  98;  p.m.,  98  3-5.  One  grain  every  four  honra. 

15tli. — Medicine  to  be  pereevered  witli.     Duty, 

Altliongh  none  occntred  after  this  man's  admission  to  hospital, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  he  bad  a  severe  cbiU,  as  he  claimed.  He  suf- 
fered with  acute  enlargemeut  of  the  spleen  at  the  same  time,  which 
yielded  to  bromide  of  potassium,  as  advised  by  M.  Bernard. 

Cask  XVII. — Lieutenant  B.  This  officer,  who  complained 
that  for  some  days  b6  had  badly-defined  symptoms  of  malarial 
poisoning,  whicb,  about  17th  March,  1875,  developed  into  a  tole- 
rably evident  chill,  was  directed  to  take  one  grain  of  ipecacuanha 
four  times  a  day.  There  was  no  further  chill,  and  upon  his  going 
to  Chattanooga  on  the  evening  of  2lBt,  he  was  supplied  with  a 
number,  and  told  to  take  one  three  times  a  day.  On  hia  return, 
ihree  weeks  afterward,  be  reported  his  health  as  having  been  ex- 
cellent. 

Case  XVIIL — T.  J.  C.  This  man,  a  recruit,  was  admitted  to 
hospital  with  a  bronchial  catarrh,  24th  March,  1875. 

Ist  April. — Says  he  hod  a  chill  about  3  p.».  Temperature  5 
P.V.,  103  1-5;  8  p.if.,  102  1-5.     No  medicine. 

2d— .Temp.  7  4.M.,  97;  10  ».m..  97  3-5;  2  p.m.,  98  2-5;  G  t.u., 
99  1-5.     No  chill  and  no  medicine. 

3d.— Temp.  7  a.m.,  98;  2  p.m., 98;  G  p.w.,  98  2-5.  No  chill  and 
no  medicine. 

4th.~Temp.  7  a.m.,  98;  2  p.m.,  98  1-5;  4  p.m.,  101  4-5;  7  p.m., 
103  1-5.  Had  a  light  chill  about  3  p.m.  R.  Ipecac,  gr.  j  every 
two  hours. 

6th. — Temp,  jlm.,  97;  p.m.,  98  4-5.  No  chill.  Ipecac,  gr.  j 
every  two  hours. 

6th.— Temp.  i,M.,  98  3-5;  p.m„  98 1-5. 

7th.— A.M.,  95  3-5;  9  a.m.,  99;  5  p.m.,  100  4-5.  A  Uttle  feverish 
in  the  afternoon,  bat  no  chill. 

8th.— 7  A.M.,  98  3-6;  6  p.m.,  98  2-6. 

9th. — 7  A.M.,  99  1-6.  Returned  to  quarters,  and  ipecac  gr.  j 
given  every  four  hours.  The  treatment  was  continued,  but  the 
temperature  was  only  taken  on  the  evening  of  13th,  when  he  felt 
somewhat  nnwell,  and  it  waa  found  to  be  98  3-5,  and  on  the  even- 
ing of  16th  when,  if  at  all,  the  quartan  should  reappear,  at  which 
time  it  waa  98  2-6.     17th.— Doty. 

Case  XIX.— J.  F.  H.  An  immature  recruit,  with  a  history  oi 
Vol.  mil— No.  *.— 14. 
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chilla  in  Michigan,  in  September,  1671,  and  again  for  two  days 
late  in  Febniar;,  1875,  at  Newport  Bairaoke,  Ky.,  claime  to  have 
had  a  chill  on  the  night  of  lat,  and  was  admitted  hospital  for 
observatioa  2d  April    Temp.  7  a-il,  97  3-5;  12:30  p.h.,  98  1-5; 

3  P.H.,  98  3-6;  6  p.h.,  98  4-5;  9  p.m.,  100.     No  medicine. 

3d.— Says  he  had  a  chill  last  night  Temp.  7  a.m.,  98  4-5; 
9  A.M.,  98  4-5;  11  a.m.,  99;  1  p.m.,  99  4-5;  2  p.m.,  97;  3  p.m.,  101; 

4  P.M.,  103;  5  P.M.,  105  1-5;  6  p.m.,  101  3-5;  7  p.m.,  104;  8:30  p.m., 
102  1-5.  Had  a  severe  chill  at  2  p.m.  Bowels  not  having  moved 
for  several  days,  B-  o1.  tiglii.  m  j  at  5  p.m.,  and  ipecac,  gr.  j  everv 
four  hoars.  9  p.m.  vomited  a  little.  Temp.  103.  The  cbiUs  that 
he  bad  before  taking  the  medicine  prostrated  him  greatly  and 
completely  blanched  hia  face. 

4th.— Temp.  7  a.m.,  98  3-5;  2  p.m.,  98  2-5;  4  p.m.,  99;  7  p.m., 
99  1-5;  9  P.M.,  101  3-5.  Had  some  fever  bat  no  chill  toward 
evening.  Ipecac,  continued.  3  p.m.,  oL  tiglii.  m.  ss.  Bowels 
moved  at  night. 

5tb.— Temp.  7  a.m.,  99  1-5;  1  p.m.,  98  2-5;  3  p.m.,  99  1-5; 
6  P.M.,  100. 

6th.— Temp.  7  a.m.,  98  4-5;  1  p.m.,  98 1-5;  5  p.m.,  98 1-5;  8  p.m., 
98  1-5.    No  chill  nor  fever.    Feels  mach  better. 

7th.— Temp.  7  a.m.,  97;  3  p.m.,  981-5;  7p.m.,  98  2-5.  8tb,  a.m., 
98  2-5;  P.M.,  98  1-5.  9th,  a.m.,  97  3-5;  p.m.,  97  3-5.  Feels  very 
■well  bat  weak. 

10th.— Temp,  a.m.,  96  4-5;  p.m.,  97  3-5.  No  chill,  although  the 
temperatnre  is  so  low.  To  take  for  torpidity  of  bowels  aloes, 
sapon.,  aa.  gr.  j.,  rheL  gr.  ij,  ipecac  gr.  \.    One  or  two  at  night. 

lltk— Temp,  a.m.,  97;  p.m.,  97  2-6.  12th,  a.m.,  96  3-5;  p.m., 
98  1-5.  13th,  A.M.,  97  3-5;  p.m.,  98.  14th,  a.m.,  97  4-5;  p.m.,  98. 
16th,  A.H.,  98  2-5;  p.m.,  98  3-5.  Oaining  strength  slowly,  was 
given  tr.  fer.  chL  m.  x.,  t.d.     16tb,  a.m.,  98  3-5;  p.m.,  99. 

17th. — ^Temp.  a.m.,  98  2-5.  Sent  to  qaarters.  6  p.m.,  returned 
to  hospital,  having  jaat  had  a  chill;  temp.  98.  8:30  p.m.,  101  1-5. 
To  take  one  grain  every  three  boars  the  next  day.  It  will  bs 
noticed  that  the  interval  between  these  attacks  was  two  weeks. 

18th.— Temp.  a.m.,  98  1-5;  4:30  p.m.,  99;  6  p.m.,  99  3-5;  8:30 
r.M.,  100  1-6.     A  lighter  cMU. 

19th.— Temp.  99  2-6,  98  2-5,  99  4-5;  20th,  97  1-5,  98  2-5, 
98  3-5;  21st,  98  3-5,  98  i-5.  Claims  to  have  had  light  chills  on 
the  last  three  days. 

22d.— Temp.  7  a.m.,  97  2-5;  9  a.m.,  97  2-5;  11  a.m.,  97  2-5; 
1  P.M.,  97  3-6;  3  p.m.,  98  1-5;  5  p.m.,  98  2-6;  7  p.m.,  99  2-5. 
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Ist  May. — Duty. 

There  has  been  no  recognizable  chill  siace  I8th,  and  be  is 
regaining  strength  elowly. 

Case  XX. — Mtb. , ,  an  officer's  wife.     This  lady,  who  has 

spent  a  nmnber  of  years  in  this  latitnde,  bos  every  spring  an  ill- 
defined  malarial  attack,  generally  cnlminating  in  an  agne.  Abont 
the  middle  of  March  she  complained  of  impaired  appetite,  lan- 
guor, fugitive  pains  and  headache,  developing  into  a  slight  but 
marked  chill.  She  also  had  occasional  feelings  of  weight  and 
pressure  in  the  abdomen,  and  some  spinal  tenderness  was  found. 
Quinine,  which  she  had  been  accustomed  to  use,  has  very  disa- 
greeable effects.  I  therefore  gave  her  a  one-grain  pill  of  ipecac- 
uanha four  times  a-  day.  She  also  was  given  an  ammoaiocal 
liniment,  as  a  spinal  counter-irritant  The  first  dose  nauseated 
ber,  but  she  did  not  vomit  She  had  no  further  annoyance  hom 
the  medicine  until  after  the  entire  disappearance  of  the  morbid 
symptoms,  which  occurred  soon.  The  nausea  then  again  set  in, 
and  the  ipecacuanha  was  suspended. 

In  this  case  the  chills  ceased  at  once,  the  pains  subsided,  the 
spinal  tenderness  disappeared,  and  the  appetite,  digestion  and 
spirits  became  natural  within  a  very  few  days. 

Case  XXI.— D.,  an  elderly  colored  woman,  complained  of  al- 
most identical  symptoms  with  Case  XX.,  excepting  the  spinal 
tenderness.  She  was  given  one  grain  four  times  a  day,  and  in  a 
few  days  was  completely  restored. 

Case  XXII. — D.  H.  W.,  a  recruit,  admitted  hospital  i  p.m., 
litb  April,  1875,  having  just  had  a  heavy  chill.  Temp.  4  p.m., 
101  3-5;  6  p.si.,  102  3-5.     8^.  Ipecac,  gr.  j  every  three  hours. 

15tb.— Temp.  98;  2  p.m.,  98;  6  p.m.,  99  1-5.  Nochill  but  much 
aching  in  the  legs.  Treatment  continued.  16th,  a.m.,  98  1-5; 
P.M.,  98  3-5.  As  yesterday  but  better.  17th,  a.m.,  96  1-5;  3  p.m., 
97;  6  P.M.,  97  3.5.  No  chUI.  18th,  a.m..  95  1-fi;  10  a.m.,  9G  3-5. 
Notwithstanding  this  extremely  low  temperature,  which  was  care- 
fully taken,  he  bad  no  unnatural  feelings  except  the  general 
aching. 

20th. — Duty,  with  directions  to  continue  the  treatment,  which 
had  been  adhered  to  from  the  first 

Case  XXUL — Captain  K.  This  officer,  who  has  suffered 
much  from  malarial  infection,  is  subject  to  violent  cranial  neu- 
ralgia, for  which  quinine,  which  he  habitually  keeps  in  bis  house 
and  takes  at  discretion,  has  been  the  osoal  and  most  satisfactory 
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leraeiiy.  Having  had  severe  and  almost  coDstant  nearulgia  for' 
aeveral  days,  tie  took  nine  graias  of  quinine  nigbt  and  morning 
for  two  BncceBBive  days  without  producing  anj  impression.  He 
applied  for  treatment  19tli  April,  when  I  suspended  the  quinine 
and  supplied  him  with  one-grain  pills  of  ipecacaanha,  one  to  be 
taken  every  four  hours.  After  the  fifth  pill  the  pain  ceased.  He 
then  increased  the  intervals  and  the  pain  recurred  the  following 
night  (  3  A.M.  2l8t,)  but  stopped  after  the  third  pill.  On  the  day 
after  (22d,)  maxillary  neuralgia  set  in,  but  ceased  after  the  sec- 
ond dose.  He  continued  the  meilioine  until  nausea  occurred  that 
nigbt,  after  which  it  was  taken  only  twice  a  day.  He  has  re- 
mained well  to  this  date. 

I  do  not  care  at  this  time  to  discuss  the  pathological  or  ther- 
apeutical points  involyed,  nor  to  refer  to  the  literature  of  the 
subject,  desiring  merely  to  present  certain  clinical  esperience  aa 
a  contribution  to  the  facts  of  medicine,  and  thus  to  incite  others 
to  similar  observations  and  reports. 

The  series  from  which  the  foregoing  are  abstracted  represents 
twenty-eight  individuals  and,  including  the  recurreaces,  embraces 
thirty-seven  cases  of  disease  unsetected  and  consecutive,  being 
all  qS  that  class  that  have  come  under  my  observation  daring  the 
past  five  months.     The  following  is  a  summary  of  them. 

Id  one,  not  entered  here,  aguish  symptoms  during  eight  days 
appeared  to  be  held  in  check  by  ipecacuanha,  but  pnenmouia 
followed  which  was  recovered  from  under  ordinary  treatment 

Case  IV.,  anomalous  and  troublesome,  has  been  analysed. 

Cases  XIV,  of  pathological  perspiration,  and  XXIII,  of  severe 
neuralgia,  both  of  ^vluch  might  be  regarded  as  masked  intermit- 
tent, responded  at  uuce  to  the  medicine. 

Of  the  remainhig  twirtt  y-four  individuals,  one  tertian  (Case  II) 
relapsed  in  four  weeks,  hnt  no  chill  occurred  after  the  renewal  of 
the  medicine;  one  quotidian  (Case  V)  had  a  recurrence  in  two 
days,  following  drunkenness,  when  there  were  two  chills  after  re- 
suming treatment,  and  again  in  two  weeks  when  they  ceased  at 
once;  one  tertian  (Case  VII)  relapsed  after  two  months,  but  had 
no  chill  after  resuming  treatment;  one  quotidian  (Case  VHI)  re- 
currred  in  two  weeks,  but  stopped  with  one  hgfat  chill;  one  se- 
vere quotidian  (Case  XI)  relapsed  in  two  days  and  again  in  two 
weeks  during  exposure  to  storms,  and  again  in  four  weeks,  on 
only  two  of  which  occasions  a  single  chill  was  manifest;  and  one 
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<lQotidiaQ,  not  reported,  h&d  one  chiU  after  two  weeks'  suapeiiBiou. 
Thus  it  is  seen  tbat  of  the  nine  recurring  cases,  (11.,  V.,  VII., 
VriL,  XI.,  XIX.— seven  men,)  in  only  one  case,  (V.)  did  two 
«bills  persist,  in  four  cases,  (VIII.,  XI.,  XIX. — three  men,)  one 
chill  each,  and  in  (our  (IL,  V.,  VI.,  XI.,)  no  chill  was  felt  after 
the  medicine  was  resumed. 

Of  the  twenty-four  original  intermittents,  one  only,  (Case  VII. ) 
had  two  light  chiUs,  ten  (II.,  in.,  V.,  VI.,  XI.,  XVin.,  the  others 
not  repoiied  here,)  bad  but  one  each,  and  the  remaining  thirteen 
(L,  VIII.,  IX.,  X.,  XIII.,  XV.,  XVI.,  XVII.,  XIX.,  XX.,  XXI., 
XXn.,  the  other  not  reported  here,)  had  no  chill  after  beginning 
with  the  ipecacuanha,  a  result  that,  in  my  opinion,  at  least  equals 
what  might  be  looked  for  from  quinine. 

Two  cases  (V.,  XV.,)  illustrate  the  occasional  co-existence  of 
dysenteric  symptoms  with  intermittents  and  the  prompt  suppres- 
sion of  the  former  by  large  doses  of  ipecacuanha. 

I  repeat  the  remark  that  I  believe  all  the  cases  reported  are 
genuine,  and  the  men  experienced  exactly  the  symptoms  de- 
scribed. In  taking  the  temperature,  the  bulb  of  the  instrument 
was  habitually  placed  under  the  tongue.  The  men  were  kept 
much  longer  on  the  sick  list  than  is  usual,  on  account  of  the  fluc- 
tuations of  temperature  shown  by  the  thermometer,  although  these 
-were  not  recognized  by  the  patients.  In  ordinary  practice,  such 
cases  are  styled  cured  as  soon  as  the  chills  cease,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  the  circumstance  that  these  men  were  detained  from 
daty  for  a  longer  time  should  militate  against  the  therapeutical 
record.  In  like  manner  the  fact  that  no  adjuvants  were  employed 
in  some  instances,  when  quite  clearly  indicated,  shontd  be  borne 
in  mind  in  computing  the  influence  of  the  drug- 

The  very  trivial  emeaia  that  occurred  once  or  twice  and  the  oc- 
casional nausea  do  not,  I  think,  forbid  the  epithet  '  non-nanseat- 
ing'  as  apphed  to  the  treatment,  aJthough  I  believe  a  good  pre- 
liminary emetic  would  sometimes  be  useful. 

In  this  series  the  medicine  was  given  in  varying  quantities, 
irom  one  grain  to  twenty.  My  present  impression  is,  that  one  or 
two  grains  every  three  or  four  hours  is  the  best  method  for  ordi- 
nary chills.  Large  doses  did  not  appear  to  exert  a  beneficial  effect 
in  proportion  to  their  size.  If  large  doses  are  used,  it  is  well 
to  guard  tbem  with  small  quantities  of  opium  and  to  observe  the 
precautions  of  recumbent  rest  and  abstinence.  In  one-grain  doses, 
abstinence  from  fluid  is  usually  all  that  is  necessary.    I  think 
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that  I  have  observed  that  the  stomach  tolerates  the  drag  in  pro- 
portion to  its  needs. 

Taking  the  facts  herein  reported  in  connection  with  those  in  a 
previous  paper  by  the  writer,  and  with  certain  hypotheses  there 
advanced,  the  possible  nsefnlness  of  ipecacuanha  in  some  forms 
of  the  malarial  hsematuria  of  the  S^ath  is  snggested. 

The  method  herein  illustrated  seems  to  offer  subetantial  and 
obvious  advantages,  but  it  will  require  numerous  and  careful  ex- 
periments to  determine  its  exact  value.  Incomplete  or  partial 
testimony  will  be  worse  than  useless. 

Careful  independent  thermometrical  and  other  observations 
upon  intermifctenta,  especially  tinder  different  modes  of  treatment, 
are  very  desirable,  and  these  may  easily  be  carried  on  in  public 
institutions.  If  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Army  would  undertake 
such  an  investigatioo  con  amare,  the  position  of  ipecacuanha  as 
an  antipenodic  might  be  settled  within  a  year. 
McFbbbbon  Babricks, 

AOanta,  tin.,  31ay  1,  1675. 
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fir  FEKDIKAKD  KINO.  U.D. 

Prompted  by  a  desire  to  contribnte  everything  in  my  power 
to  the  advancement  of  physic  and  pharmacy,  I  come  before  you 
to-day  with  a  few  suggestions  on  the  relations  of  physicians  and 
druggists.  I  say  suggestions,  because  I  am  cognizant  of  the  fact 
that  among  this  intelligent  body  of  medical  men  are  some  who 
have  been  converts  of  ^scnlapius  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  But  with  a  due  regard  for  the  esperince  of  these  old 
practitioners  of  medicine,  I  think  I  may  eafely  say,  that  during  a 
service  of  more  than  seven  years  behind  the  druggist's  counter,  I 
have  learned  some  facts  that  are  worthy  of  the  serious  consider- 
ation of  both  professions. 

In  the  application  of  substances  for  the  relief  of  disease,  or  in 
the  practice  of  medicine,  the  two  professions  are  brought  promi- 
nently into  action.     These  two  professions — physic  and  phar- 
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Diftey — origiDall;  conatitiited  the  prtwtice  of  medicme.  The 
fathers  of  medicine,  Qalen  and  Hippocratea,  practised,  aa  do 
many  of  their  Buccessors,  both  professions,  and  may  with  eqnal 
propriety  be  connidered  the  fathers  of  physic  and  pharmacy. 
With  the  woDderful  discoveries  of  chemistry,  the  increase  of  me- 
dicinal substances  and  componndB,  by  the  aid  of  the  microscope, 
a  closer  stndy  of  the  strnctare  of  the  human  body,  and  of  the 
causes  of  disease,  the  scope  of  pharmacy  and  physic  has  been  so 
extended  as  to  embrace  in  medicine  much  more  than  one  person 
can  master  and  practice  to  advantage.  As  a  natural  resnlt  of 
these  facte,  there  ie  and  has  been  a  tendency  toward  the  separa- 
tion of  the  two  professions,  which  has  been  already  cEU-ried  out, 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  in  some  localities.  Should  it  be  de- 
sirable that  a  permanent  separation  be  made,  the  proper  basis 
wonld  dpubtless  be  to  secure  to  each  its  peculiar  fonotions  and 
priTileges  without  conflicting  in  any  way  with  the  other.  The 
peculiar  function  and  privilege  of  the  physician  is  to  supply  med- 
ical advice.  The  peculiar  function  and  privilege  of  the  druggist 
or  pharmaceutist  is  to  supply  medicine.  The  question  of  educa- 
tion and  qualification,  while  of  the  greatest  importance  to  both 
professions,  should  only  be  considered  and  acted  on  by  each  for 
itself.  Neither  has  the  right  to  make  any  qualifications  for,  or 
set  in  judgment  on,  the  peculiar  practices  of  the  other.  To  the 
physician  anyone  who  supplies  medicine  is  a  pharmaceutist;  and 
to  the  pharmaceutist  anyone  who  writes  a  prescription  ia  a  phy- 
sician. With  these  fundamental  principles  thoroughly  under- 
stood and  practised,  a  separation,  in  a  business  point  of  view,  can 
be  easily  effected  that  would  result  in  permanent  good  and  equal 
prosperity  to  both.  And  it  is  only  by  adhering  to  general  prin- 
ciples that  harmony  and  co-operation  can  be  secured.  Being 
twin  sisters,  as  it  were,  the  two  professions  of  medicine  should 
work  together  hand  in  hand,  for  their  own  and  the  public  good. 
Being  of  the  same  parentage,  and  sharing  equally  in  the  same 
venerable  traditions  and  history,  neither  has  anything  to  gain  by 
claiming  to  be  the  superior  of  the  other.  The  physician  who 
prescribes  any  particular  standard  preparation  or  unoStcinal  elixir 
is  as  guilty  as  the  pharmaceutist  who  recommends  a  preparation 
of  any  particular  manufacturer.  Many  of  our  most  prominent 
physicians  do  not  besitnte  to  prescribe  the  numerous  fancy  elix- 
irs, Bvrups,  sugar-coated  pills,  etc.,  that  are  being  put  upon  the 
market  by  enterprising  pharmaceutists  of  New  York  and  other 
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\ax^t  cities,  while  they  spurn  with  contempt  the  idea  of  prescrib- 
ing proprietary,  or,  as  more  commoDly  called,  patent  medicines. 
Why  shoold  they  do  this?  In  so  doing  they  are  guilty  of  what 
might  be  considered  in  our  code  a  breach  of  medical  ethics,  be- 
cause these  ehxirs  are  prepared  by  processes  that  are  patented, 
making  them  really  proprietary  articles.  The  physician  should 
do  everything  in  his  power  to  aid  bis  step  brother,  the  pharma- 
ceutist, in  crushin<f  out  both  the  patent  medicine  or  real  quack- 
ery, as  well  as  the  elixir  or  quasi  quackery.  The  pbysiciaDS  and 
pbai'maoentiBts  can  do  this  if  they  will  only  work  together.  I 
make  bold  to  assert  that  there  is  only  one  way  of  successfully 
eradicating  these  evils;  that  is  by  fighting  quackery  with  its  own 
weapons.  Let  every  pharmaceutist  prepare  and  always  keep  ou 
baud  a  well-appointed  stock  of  so-called  patent  medicines  of  his 
own  make,  using  recipes  furnished  him  by  efficient  and  compe- 
tent physicians;  and  let  him  recommend  these  to  bis  customers, 
ae  occasion  permits.  Instead  of  pushing  villainous  concoctions, 
whose  composition  he  has  a  right  to  infer  is  fraudulent  and  falsely 
stated  by  the  manufacturers,  the  pharmaceutist  should  offer  his 
preparations  as  a  substitute,  which  he  can  conscientiously  indorse 
as  a  suitable  medicine  for  that  particular  object  which  the  con- 
sumer is  intent  on  having  a  remedy  for.  It  is  within  the  scope 
of  every  intelligent  pharmaceutist  to  furnish  better  and  cheaper 
compounds,  of  a  simpler  nature,  than  the  nostrum -makers  do; 
and,  being  inspired  by  humane  and  honorable  motives,  the  phar- 
maceutist has  it  in  his  power,  nnder  such  circumstances,  to  sat- 
isfy the  patient  by  selling  him  his  money's  worth,  and  thereby 
leave  the  voracious  quack  out  in  the  cold,  where  he  duly  belongs, 
and  where  be  will  eventually  find  bis  proper  level,  and  betake 
himself  to  more  congenial  and  remunerative  employment  These 
preparations  should  be  put  up  in  similar  and  equally  elegant  style 
to  most  of  the  more  popular  patent  compounds  now  extant,  with 
full  directions  on  the  label  or  wrapper;  and  the  medicines  should 
not  only  be  elegantly  put  up,  but  pleasant  to  the  taste.  Among 
the  list  should  be  blood  purifiers,  (made  from  stillingia,  yellow- 
dock,  iodide  potassium,  etc.,)  liniments,  plasters,  pills,  tonics,  agne 
remedies,  eta  Any  competent  pharmaceutist  can  coat  his  pills, 
making  them  as  elegant  as  the  specialist.  As  an  offset  to  the 
quackman's  almanac,  the  pharmaceutist  can  wrap  about  his  bot- 
tles a  catalogue  of  preparations  containing  a  calendar  and  other 
useful  information  in  regard  to  the  various  simple  elements  gen- 
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«raU7  used  in  domestic  practice.  Physiciaus  ehould  by  no  means 
take  offense  at  such  a  departure  in  pharmacy,  but  reidly  sanction 
and  indorse  the  course  as  an  actual  advance  in  the  eradication  of 
the  most  pernicious  quackery. 

The  second  style  and  less  persistent  of  offensive  quacks  is  the 
elixir  and  elegant  pharmacy  specialists.  Their  field  of  operation 
is  among  the  doctors,  to  whom  their  nice  young  men  pay  marked 
attention,  and  to  whom  the  employers  of  these  agents  send  seduc- 
tive missives  on  the  wonderful  progress  and  marvelous  achieve- 
ments in  combining  all  sorts  of  incompatubiUties  and  impossibil- 
ities. The  remedy  for  this  evil  is  within  the  reach  of  ever}' 
physician.  These  elixirs,  as  we  remarked  l>efore,  are  made  by 
patent  processes,  so  don't  prescribe  them.  But  I  have  already 
taken  up  more  space  with  the  "  patent "  subject  than  I  intended, 
so  I  will  hasten  on. 

We  next  come  to  speak  of  physicians  and  druggists  in  their 
daily  transactions  or  business  intercourse.  It  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  physicians,  in  writing  prescriptions,  exercise  the 
greatest  possible  caution;  for  many  fatal  mistakes  are  traceable 
to  this  lack  of  prudence.  They  should  make  every  abbreviation 
complete,  and  thereby  save  the  pharmaceutist  the  trouble  of 
Bending  to  them  so  often  to  learn  whether,  when  they  write  "byd. 
chl.,"  they  want  calomel  or  chloral  hydrate.  But  we  consider 
it  of  more  importance,  if  possible,  that  they  pay  special  attention 
in  making  the  ^  and  3  marks.  In  fact,  considering  the  serioos- 
ness  of  this  matter  of  characters,  the  Academy  of  Medicine  at 
Richmond,  Va.,  at  a  late  meeting  in  that  city,  recommended  that 
physicians  dispense  with  the  time-honored  3  mark,  and  substi- 
tute in  its  stead  the  Greek  capital  (A)  delta,  with  the  shape  of 
which  yoa  are  all  fomili^tr.  They  also  suggested  that  the  letters 
P.  C.  (standing  for  prceter  comueludinem)  be  written  by  the  phy- 
sician on  the  left  of  and  on  the  same  line  with  the  name  of  any 
potent  ingredient,  when  purposely  prescribed  in  doses  larger 
than  ordinarily  used.  When  from  any  indiscretion  on  the  part 
of  the  physician  a  mistake  is  made  by  the  pharmaceutist,  even  if 
a  fatal  one,  the  former  should  come  promptly  to  the  assistance  of 
the  Utter,  receiving  his  dne  proportion  of  pubHc  censure,  instead 
of  remaining  securely  shielded  by  high  standing,  or  the  eupho- 
nious title  of  M.I>.  I  remember  myself,  while  a  clerk  in  a  New 
York  store,  having  a  prescription,  written  by  a  leading  physician 
of  the  city,  handed  me  at  midnight  to  be  dispensed.     On  exam- 
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ination,  I  diecovered  what  I  considered  a  mistake,  in  that  he  haJ 
written  seven  ounces,  when  he  intended  seven  drachms.  Bat,  as  I 
had  no  boy  in  the  store,  at  such  an  unseaaonabla  hour,  whom  I 
could  send  for  a  correction,  and  knowing  the  writer  to  be  a  dog- 
matic personage,  who  had  Ter^'  little  sympathy  for  clerks,  I  pre- 
pared the  mixture,  which  filled  a  twelve  ounce  bottle.  Though  be 
had  written  i^even  ounces,  there  was  no  incompatibility,  nor  was 
the  dose  too  much  as  prescribed.  I  simply  wanted  to  be  a  litUe 
contrary,  and  pay  him  in  his  own  coin  for  some  of  his  former 
treatment.  On  the  back  side  of  the  prescription  I  wrote  "too 
much  catechu,  bat  not  enough  caution."  The  next  day,  while 
my  employer  was  attending  the  dispensing  department  of  the 
store,  and  I  was  in  the  work-room,  or  laboratory,  preparing  some 
fancy  "elixirs"  for  the  doctors  away  down  South,  the  old  M.D. 
of  the  night  before  rushed  into  the  store,  telling  my  "  boas  "  that 
I  had  made  a  huge  mistake,  which,  though  not  fatal,  showed 
that  I  was  not  sufficiently  careful  to  occupy  the  responsible  posi- 
tion I  then  filled.  Of  course  I  felt  "spotted,"  to  use  a  horse 
phrase,  yet  I  felt  tolerably  safe.  With  the  sacred,  86,492 — I 
can't  forget  it — in  his  hand  the  boss,  followed  by  the  exasperated 
M.I>.,  repaired  to  the  file,  where  iu  a  few  moments  they  learned 
all.  I  was  right,  and  the  old  M.D.  wrong  and  willing  to  sell  out 
for  a  sixpence.  I  cite  the  above  as  only  one  among  many  mis- 
takes that  have  come  nnder  my  personal  observation.  Such 
should  certainly  be  charged  to  the  physician,  ^d  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  pharmaceutist. 

While  sbowiug  up  the  M.D.'s  I  will  also  tell  a  thing  or  two- 
on  the  pill-rollers,  as  I  know  all  their  little  tricks,  having  learned. 
them  from  experience.  Among  the  many  bad  things  they  are 
guilty  of,  none  should  be  more  seriously  condemned  than  the 
habit  some  druggists  have  of  telling  their  customers  what  articles 
the  prescription  contains,  when  it  is  written  in  technicalities. 
Furthermore,  they  sometimes  tell  the  effects  that  will  be  produced 
by  the  administration  of  the  medicine.  Another  and  even  more 
pernicious  habit  is  that  of  prescribiog  across  the  counter.  Some 
pharmaceutists  do  this  with  a  degree  of  solemnity  that  would 
shame  the  ghost  of  Hippocrates.  How  competent  they  are  to 
do  this,  when  they  don't  know  whether  the  pill  they  see  fit  to 
administer  finds  its  way  into  the  stomach  through  the  tesophagua 
or  tracheal  They  even  think  the  receptacle  of  food,  etc.  is  in  the 
hypogastric  region. 
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But  for  fear  the  pbyeicians  fail  to  get  their  due  proportion,  I 
will  refer  to  another  hurtful  haliit  on  their  part.  Thej  are  often 
goiltf  of  telling  their  patients  how  mnoh  their  prescriptions  will 
cost  This  thej  should  not  do,  for  Tarions  reasons;  the  most 
practicable  of  which  is  that  it  exhibits  a  seeming  disposition  on 
their  part  to  dictate  to  the  pharmacentist — in  other  words,  to 
price  his  goods  for  him. 

Finally,  gentlemen,  I  again  repeat  it :  We  can  never  eradi- 
cate these  growing  ctiIb  nntil  we  shall  have  formed  ourselves 
into  a  sohd,  lasting  and  mutual  compact,  each  working  for  the 
other's  good.  The  druggists  of  (Georgia  should  meet  in  conven- 
tion, and  organize  a  Pharmaceutical  Association,  which  should 
work  in  co-operation  with  the  Georgia  Medical  Association.  By 
BO  doing  the  many  evils  and  inaccuracies  enumerated  in  this 
short  paper  wonld  be  corrected. 


CABBOLIC  ACID  AS  A  LOCAL  ANESTHETIC. 

AuoDBTA,  Oa..  May  23,  1876. 
Ediiont  Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal: 

Oektleuen — In  looking  over  the  proceedings  of  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  Georgia  Medical  Association,  published  in  your 
Joons&L,  I  find  the  following  note  of  an  essay  read  by  me: 

"Dr.  Eugene  Foster  read  an  essay  upon  carbolic  acid  as  a 
local  aneesthetic  in  surgical  operations.  He  admits  that  it  is  a 
local  aneestfaetic,  but  has  found  it  to  be  eseharotic  also,  as  the 
skin  dies  and  is  thrown  off;  and  it  is  curious  to  notice  that  is 
followed  by  no  suppuration  during  the  process  of  cicatrization. 
It  produces  great  pain  in  whitlow.  Regards  it,  as  a  local  anses- 
thetic,  to  be  utterly  worthless." 

As  your  reporter  was  mistaken  in  reference  to  the  greunds 
taken  by  me  on  this  subject,  I  beg  to  correct  him. 

In  the  essay  referred  to  I  admitted  that  we  could  produce 
local  antestbesia  with  carbolic  acid,  but  contended  tliat  escharotio 
action  almost  invariably  followed  its  nse  when  complete  ances- 
thesia  was  obtained.  I  also  contended  that  if  the  acid  penetra- 
ted the  deeper  tissues  in  safficient  quantity  to  produce  ancesthesia 
in  them  that  they  too  would  be  destroyed,  and  that  it  was  quits' 
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noticeable  that  the  tiseneB  dcetrojed  did  not  enppurate  except  at 
the  line  of  demarkation. 

I  did  not  asBort  that  "it  (the  acid)  produces  great  pain  in 
whitlow,"  bat  used  the  following  language  in  reference  to  its  hho 
in  whitlow:  I  have  used  the  acid  in  three  instances  preparatory 
to  incising  whitlow.  Every  one  of  these  patients  complained  of 
the  great  pain  cnuaed  by  the  incision.  One  of  them — a  lady — 
fainted.  She  informed  me  that  she  had  previously  had  one 
opened,  when  no  anesthetic  was  used,  and  that  she  was  positive 
that  the  pain  was  as  great  in  the  present  as  in  the  former  instance. 
I  regard  the  aniesthetic  action  af  the  acid  as  wholly  worthless  in 
these  cases. 

I  also  used  the  following  language:  From  my  experience  in 
its  use,  I  assort  that  carbolic  acid  is  almost  worthless  as  a  local 
auEesthetic;  that  if  complete  anresthesia  of  a  part  is  obtained, 
death  of  the  tisBties  to  the  extent  of  the  depth  of  the  amesth^ia 
almost  invariably  follows;  that  it  is  by  no  means  certain  to  pro- 
duce anoistheaia,  but  that  it  is  merely  an  experiment  in  each  in- 
stance in  which  it  is  used;  that  cicatrization  of  the  incision  is 
greatly  retarded  by  the  acid;  and  that  in  comparison  with  the 
ice  and  salt  mixture,  ether  or  chloroform  as  local  aneestbetica,  it 
siztks  into  utter  insiguificance.  I  also  had  the  boldness  to  proph- 
esy that  carbolic  acid  never  could  or  would  be  accepted  by  the 
profession  as  a  safe  and  reliable  local  ansesthetio  agent. 

As  my  paper  read  at  the  meeting  of  the  Georgia  Medical  As- 
sociation is  the  only  one  known  to  me  which  denies  to  carbolic 
Acid  the  right  to  a  place  in  the  class  of  local  anGestbetios,  yoa 
will  greatly  oblige  me  by  giving  this  letter  to  the  public  through 
jour  JovRNAi..  Very  respectfully, 

EisENE  Foster,  M.D. 


gitlanta  gKaiemjj  of  pMkin?. 


BOBERT  BATTBT,  Tt 


Atlahta,  May  18,  1875. 
Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson,  President,  in  the  chair. 
Dr.  Battey  read  a  communication  from  a  correspondent,  de- 
tailing experience  in  spaying  sows, 
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Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson  asked  if  care  was  used  in  ovaiiotomy  to 
remove  all  blood  from  the  cavity. 

Pr.  Battey  replied  tfaat  it  was  a  rule  with  ovariotomists  to 
use  special  care  for  the  removal  of  blood  as  well  as  other  fluids 
&om  the  peritoneal  sac.  It  is  generally  believed  that  effusions 
of  blood  into  the  peritoneum  are  not  absorbed  with  the  readiness 
here  as  in  other  cavities.  He  instanced  a  case  of  effusion  of  a 
quart,  or  even  more,  of  blood  by  a  stab,  into  the  pleural  sac, 
which  was  promptly  and  completely  absorbed.  Effusions  of 
blood  into  Douglas'  fossa  (retro-uterine  hiematocele)  are  usually 
bridged  over  by  a  fibrinous  exudation  and  not  infrequently  nn- 
dei^o  absorption.  He  thinks  that  blood  free  in  the  abdominal 
cavity  is  very  liable  to  undergo  decomposition,  break  down  and 
resolve  itself  into  septic  materials,  which  bv  absorption  poison 
the  system  and  produce  septicemia. 

Dr.  Johnson  said  that  he  had,  thirty  years  iigq,  treated  a  man 
who  had  been  stabbed  in  the  iliac  region.  The  man  pursued  bis 
adversary  a  mile  or  more  after  receiving  the  injury.  There  was 
no  external  hemorrhage,  bat  a  considerable  mass  of  omentom 
protruded  at  the  wound,  and  so  remained  for  four  or  five  days. 
When  seen  there  had  been  evidence  of  internal  hemorrhage,  as 
shown  by  tumefaction  and  tenderness.  The  protruding  omen- 
tum had  become  discolored  and  lifeless,  and  was  cut  off  and  the 
stnmp  returned.  The  patient  made  a  speedy  recovery,  without 
an  unpleasant  eyinptom.  He  is  aware  of  the  care  which  is  osed 
to  remove  all  blood  from  the  abdomen  in  ovariotomy,  but  he  is 
inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  septic  poisoning  arises  from  con- 
stitutional defects  rather  than  the  mere  effused  blood  which  may 
be  left  behind.    Adjourned. 


t.  B.  BAIRD.  U.D..  RkfobtU. 

Atlanta,  May  25,  1875. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson,  President,  presiding. 

Dr.  Battey  presented  a  dyamenorrhceal  membrane  passed  a 
few  days  ago  by  a  lady  aged  thirty.  It  is  an  accurate  cast  of  the 
cavity  of  the  otems,  from  the  os  to  the  fundus.  The  patient 
represents  that  she  has  passed  similar  membranes  at  every  men* 
strual  period  for  six  years.  Has  been  under  his  observation  for 
nearly  a  year.     The  pain  is  relieved  by  dilating  the  cervix  with 
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Bponge  tents  prior  to  the  appearance  of  the  meDses.  His  object 
in  bringing  this  specimen  before  the  academy  was  to  request  that 
it  be  referred  to  Drs.  Baird  and  Simpson  for  microsoopical  exam- 
ination, and  report. 

He  also  exhibited  the  placenta  and  cord  of  a  recently-deliv- 
ered stillborn  child.  The  placenta  is  healthy.  The  cord  is  deeply 
congested  and  livid,  and  presents,  at  a  point  abont  four  inches 
distant  from  the  nmbJlical  extremity,  a  firmly-drawn  knot,  which 
has  interrupted  the  fcetal  circulation.  Two  weeks  previooaly  the 
movements  of  the  child  had  been  vigorous,  and  even  boisterous. 
These  movements  were  observed  to  diminish  in  frequency  and 
force  until  there  was  a  mere  qaiver  occasionally  felt,  and  ceased 
altogether  ten  days  prior  to  labor.  At  birth  the  child  was  much 
blanched,  macerated,  and  the  cuticle  easily  detached.  The  mother 
thought  herself  within  two  weeks  of  term,  but  the  child  did  not 
present  a  deve'opment  of  more  than  eight  months.  The  knot  in 
these  cases  doubtless  occurs  by  the  child  passing  through  a  loop 
accidentally  formed  by  the  cord. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Armstrong  presented  a  tumor  that  he  had  removed 
about  ten  days  before  from  the  uterus  of  a  lady.  He  desired, 
however,  to  state,  in  the  outset,  that  it  was  due  to  the  courtesy 
of  Dr.  H.  V,  M.  Miller  that  he  operated — the  Doctor  being  pres- 
ent and  participating  in  the  operation.  He  said  that  he  was 
sorry  the  gentleman  was  not  present  to  participate  in  the  report. 
But  his  indifference  about  reporting  even  bis  most  interesting 
operations  was  well  known.  The  tumor  is  fibroid  in  character, 
and  a  little  less  in  size  than  his  fist;  it  is  shaped  somewhat  like 
an  egg,  and  was  attached  to  the  fundus  of  the  uterus  by  a  pedicle 
one  inch  in  diameter.  The  history  of  the  case  is  as  follows:  She 
says  her  age  is  forty-two  years.  About  two  and  a  half  years  ago 
she  commenced  to  have  irregular  and  profuse  menstruation,  but 
tJiottght  it  climacteric  menorrhogia.  These  hemorrhages  ren- 
dered her  anfflmic  and  kept  her  in  a  state  of  great  prostration. 
So  sure  was  sbe  that  it  was  her  climacteric  period,  she  never  al- 
lowed an  examination  per  voginam  to  be  made  until  it  was  done  a 
few  days  ago  by  Dr.  Miller.  In  the  early  part  of  the  spring  she 
was  out  at  sea  thirteen  days,  during  most  of  which  time  it  was 
storming.  Violent  sea-sickness  came  on,  and  the  hemorrhage, 
from  straining  efforts  at  vomiting,  was  so  great  that  she  was  not 
expected  to  survive.  She  says  that  sbe  made  a  digital  examination 
herself  at  this  time,  discovered  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  dilated 
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«n<l  a  tnmor  within — a  condition  which  bad  not  existed  before. 
After  her  8e&-Toyage  was  over  she  reaoh^d  Atltinta,  and  was  ex- 
amined by  Dr.  Miller  and  himself.  The;  found  the  month  of 
the  womb  of  a  size  snfGcient  to  admit  two  of  the  fingers,  with 
the  tnmor  presenting.  The  finger  conld  easily  be  passed  aroand 
the  tumor,  and  up  to  its  attachment  at  the  fundus.  At  this  and 
Bobsequent  examinations  the  hemorrhEig'e  from  the  tumor  was 
large.  The  mncous  envelop  was  evidently  the  source  from  which 
it  flowed.  Patient  was  placed  under  the  influence  of  ether,  a 
pair  of  strong  forceps  guided  by  the  finger  introduced,  and  the 
extremity  of  the  tumor  seized.  Traction  was  made  and  contin- 
ued nntil  more  than  half  of  the  tnmor  was  external  to  the  uterus. 
The  ecrasenr  was  then  applied  around  the  tumor,  and  guided  to 
the  fundus  of  the  uterus  by  the  index  finger.  In  seven  minutes 
more  the  operation  was  completed.  There  was  no  loss  of  blood 
from  the  stump.  He  has  visited  her  from  time  to  time  since  the 
operation,  and  she  has  had  no  fever  or  experienced  any  tender- 
ness in  the  nterine  r^on. 

Dr.  Battey  said  the  reference  to  the  kind  of  aniKsthetic  used 
suggested  the  important  subject  of  ansesthesia.  He  is  incUned 
to  the  opinion  that  the  surgaoua  of  the  South  are  behind  the 
times  on  the  subject  of  aniesthetics  in  their  general  and  great 
preference  for  chloroform  over  ether.  Is  satiHfled  that  chloroform 
is  dangerous.  Never  lost  a  life  from  it,  bnt  has  often  seen  alarm- 
ing symptoms.  Has  never  felt  anxiety  from  ether,  except  in  one 
case,  and  then  his  apprehension  was  not  shared  by  his  assistants- 
True,  there  are  objections  to  ether,  but  they  are  overbalanced  by 
the  greater  safety.  Thinks  these  objections  may  be  summed  up 
nnder  three  heads:  Firstly.  Its  difficult  portability,  being  very 
volatile,  especially  in  warm  weather.  It  is  bulky,  a  large  amount 
being  required  to  affect  the  patient.  These  objections  pertain 
particularly  to  country  practice.  Secondly.  The  length  of  time 
required  to  aneesthetize  the  patienL  This  objection  does  not 
spring  from  any  intrinsic  demerit  in  the  agent,  but  from  want  of 
skill  in  the  administration.  Dr.  3.  Marion  Sims  recently  ether- 
ized a  patient  for  him  in  less  than  fire  minutes.  The  ether  acted 
as  promptly  as  chloroform.  It  should  be  forced  rapidly  upon 
the  patient  from  the  first,  and  thus  economize  both  time  and 
ether.  Thinks  this  method  safer,  as  the  blood  is  less  saturated 
with  the  ether  than  when  tardily  administered. 

Dr.  Bozeman  inquired  if  be  had  ever  used  a  combination  of 
ether  and  chloroform. 
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Dr.  Eattey  replied  that  he  thought  the  combination  very  ob- 
jectionable, from  the  different  volatihty  of  tho  two  substances. 
The  chloroform  gradually  nccumulates  upon  the  sponge,  and 
thus  the  more  powerful  and  dangerous  ageut  is  freely  adminis- 
tered in  the  later  stages  of  the  operation. 

Dr.  Baird  said  the  length  of  time  required  to  etherize  a  per- 
son depends  largely  on  individual  susceptibility  aud  the  quality 
of  ether  employed.  Squibbs'  ether  acts  much  more  promptly, 
and  in  far  smaller  quantity,  than  the  ordinary  ether  of  the  ehopa. 

Dr,  Battey  stated  that  his  remarks  referred  only  to  pure  ether. 
The  ordinary  ether  of  the  shops  consists  of  ether,  alcohol  and 
water,  and  is  more  stable  than  Squibbs',  which  is  very  difficult 
to  keep,  from  its  great  volatility.  He  uses  a  rubber  cork  after 
opening  the  hermetically  sealed  cau.  It  fits  tightly,  and  resists 
the  action  of  the  vapor  of  ether.  The  third  objection  urged 
against  ether  is  Its  ofTensiveness  to  the  patient. 

Dr.  Eendriok  agrees  with  Dr.  Baird.  Has  administered  ether 
to  feeble  ladies,  in  whom  it  required  thirty  or  forty  minutes,  or 
even  an  hour,  and,  in  one  case  that  he  recalls,  an  hour  and  a. 
quarter,  to  secure  the  full  effect;  on  the  other  band,  has  seen 
stout  men  come  under  it«  infiuence  in  ten  minutes  or  less.  Thinks- 
it  more  active  when  the  stomach  is  empty.  Has  observed  that 
patients  frequently  resist  until  free  vomiting  occurs,  when  they 
rapidly  suc«Qmb  to  its  influence. 

Dr.  Armstrong  concurs  in  the  opinion  that  patients  differ  as 
to  their  susceptibility  to  ansesthetics;  and  also  that  ordinary 
ether  is  of  very  variable  quality;  agrees  with  Dr.  Battey  as  to- 
the  proper  method  of  administration.  He  entirely  abandoned 
the  use  of  chloroform  years  ago,  except  in  convulsions.  Never 
saw  a  death  from  ether,  and  has  witnessed  only  one  case  in  which 
it  acted  unpleasantly;  a  boy,  much  reduced  by  hemorhage  from 
a  wounded  artery.  As  few  whifEs  of  the  ether  suspended  the 
circulation  and  respiration.  He  was  resuscitated,  and  again  he 
was  overpowered  in  a  few  seconds.  He  was  restored  the  second 
time,  and  the  operation  completed  without  the  aneesthetic.  Has 
80  much  confidence  in  the  safety  of  ether  that  he  scarcely  con- 
siders it  necessary  to  watch  the  pulse. 

Dr.  Kendnck  thinks  ether  is  not  entirely  free  from  danger. 
Saw  a  death  from  it,  several  years  ago,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pital. The  person  was  much  worn  by  disease,  and  death  occur- 
red before  the  operation  was  commenced. 
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Dr.  Battey:  Does  not  think  ether  absolately  safe,  but  rela- 
tively so.  Cbloruform  is  very  hazardona;  ether  slightly  so.  It, 
as  a  substitute  for  chloroform,  reduces  deaths  by  aaeesthesia  to 
the  minimum.  In  answer  to  an  inquiry,  he  said  his  idea  of  its 
action  is  that  it  produces  an  unnatural  carbonization  of  the  blood. 
The  same  result  may  be  attained  by  carbonic  acid  gas,  nitrous 
oside  gas,  chloroform,  nitrite  of  Euuyl,  and  other  eiinilar  sub- 
stances. 

Dr.  Bozeman  has  used  chloroform  a  good  deal,  and  seen  it 
used  extensively.  Begards  it  a  very  dangerous  remedy.  Has 
seen  one  life  sacrificed  to  it,  and  on  several  occasions  has  seen 
death  produced,  but  the  patients  have  been  resuscitated.  Ether 
is  safer.  Has  never  observed  any  unpleasant  efTects  from  the 
use  of  a  mixture.  Considers  a  judicious  combination  of  a  pur« 
article,  two  or  three  parts  of  ether  to  one  of  chloroform,  a  great 
boon.  In  a  large  proportion  of  labors  can  use  this  mixture  with- 
out danger  and  with  decided  advantage.  Its  use  conserves  the 
vital  forces,  but  does  not  suspend  the  labor.  In  prolonged  and 
painful  surgical  operations,  thinks  ether  is  not  as  efficient  an 
aneesthetic  as  chloroform. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson  has  heard  a  great  deal  said  about  the 
dangers  of  chloroform,  but  thinks,  with  Sir  James  Simpson,  that 
a  man  who  will  not  use  it  in  obstetrical  cases  is  almost  a  heathen. 
It  may  be  given  in  a  manner  free  from  danger  and  productive  of 
great  good.  When  the  os  is  rigid  and  the  pains  violent,  fifteen 
drops  on  a  handkerchief,  held  over  the  foce  of  the  patient,  will 
afford  quiet  and  relief,  or  when  the  perineum  is  unyielding  and 
danger  of  rupture  imminent,  it  should  be  used  in  the  same  way, 
with  hot  water  in  the  bowel  and  warm  application  to  the  parts 
until  relaxation  is  obtained.  Often  wrenching  pains  are  felt  in 
the  back,  without  great  uterine  pains.  Fifteen  drops  of  chloro- 
form, repeated  as  required,  will  relieve  without  opium,  which  be 
thinks  should  not  be  given.  There  are  no  pains  greater  than 
some  of  those  that  attend  some  labors,  and  can  see  no  good  rea- 
son why  relief  in  this  way  should  be  withheld.  Thinks  the  only 
danger  is  from  the  use  of  an  excessive  qnantity. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  is  impressed  with  the  danger  of  going  to  on 
extreme  in  abandoning  the  use  of  chloroform  throngh  fear  of  its 
effects.  Uses  it  in  labor  when  he  deems  it  advisable.  The  in- 
tensity of  the  pains  is  moderated.  Never  knew  of  a  death  from 
chloroform  in  obstetrical  practice,  and,  so  far  as  his  knowledge 
Vol-  SHI.— Ko.  4.— 15. 
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extended,  none  bad  been  repotted.  In  sorgeiy  prefers  ether; 
cdnsiders  it  safer.  Chloroform  is  preferable  in  obstetrics,  as  it 
actfi  qoicker,  and  to  secure  its  effects  it  ia  not  necessary  to  satu- 
rate the  patient  with  it. 

Dr.  Itauschenberg  said  within  thc^last  fonr  weeks  he  h&d  met 
with  five  cases  of  diphtheria,  all  occurring  in  crowded  houses. 
Found,  upon  examination,  the  privies  and  water  closets  in  bad 
condition  and  located  very  near  the  apartments  of  his  patients. 
Thinks  this  fact  goes  to  prove  that  there  is  danger  from  emena- 
tions  from  these  sources.  His  treatment  is  quinine  in  large  doses 
ten  to  twenty-four  grains  daily,  according  to  the  age  of  the  indi- 
vidual; chromic  acid,  ten  to  fifteen  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water, 
topically,  and  carbolic  acid  internally.  Thinks  he  is  more  suc- 
cessful in  his  treatment  of  this  disease  now  than  formerly. 

I.  B.  B.\UID,  H.n..  Bkpobteb. 

Atlanta,  June  1st,  1875. 

Dr.  J.  51.  Johnson,  President,  presiding. 

Dr.  Logan  remarked,  ajirojxis  of  the  discussion  at  the  last 
meeting,  that  Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims  accounts  for  the  freedom  from 
disaster  from  the  administration  of  chloroform  dnring  labor  on 
the  ground  that  the  brain  is  fnll  of  blood,  the  effort  during  par- 
turition causing  cerebral  congestion,  and  thus  the  tendency  to 
syncope  from  the  chloroform  is  counteracted. 

Dr.  Armstrong  suggested  that  the  small  quantity  employed 
vas  another  explanation  of  the  immunity  from  fatal  results. 

Dr.  Woodhull  said  the  objection  to  the  last  suggestion  was 
the  fact  that  when  death  occurred  it  often  took  place  after  a  few 
whiffs  only,  and  was  not  due  to  the  quantity  inhaled.  He  cited 
a  case  in  point  in  which  no  organic  lesions  of  the  heart  were 
found  after  death. 

Dr.  Armstrong  thiuks  that  in  such  cases  organic  disease  ex- 
isted. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  was  under  the  impression  that  most  physicians 
who  use  chloroform  bring  the  patient  fully  under  its  influence; 
so  much  so  that  consciousness  is  abolished. 

Dr.  Logan  concurred  in  this  opinion.  Thinks,  from  bis  ex- 
perience and  observation  that  no  full  effect  is  obtained  unless  it 
is  carried  to  anceatfaesis.  ^his  is  claimed  by  the  friends  of  the 
remedy. 
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Dr.  J.  IC  Boring:  Regards  it  necesaary,  especiallj  in  instra- 
mental  labors,  that  the  patient  should  be  as  fallj  ander  its  infla- 
ence  as  in  anj  surgical  operation. 

Dr.  Baaschenberg  has  made  very  moderate  use  of  chloroform 
in  labor.  He  ia  opposed  to  its  use,  but  has  beeu  persuaded  to 
employ  it  in  two  cases.  Unconsciousaess  was  not  produced,  yet 
the  patients  were  rendered  comfortable.  Does  not  see,  when 
used  to  profound  anaesthesia,  how  it  can  be  continued  through  a 
protracted  labor. 

Dr.  Armstrong  was  not  aware  that  it  was  the  custom  of  a  ma- 
jority of  physicians  to  put  the  patient  fully  under  its  influence. 
It  is  not  his  habit  to  use  it  at  all,  unless  some  special  indication 
arises.  If  his  patient  insists,  gives  a  little,  simply  enough  to 
lessen  the  intensity  of  the  pain. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson  added  a  word  in  the  line  of  his  remarks 
at  the  last  meeting.  He  invariably  gives  chloroform  in  labor, 
always  in  small  quantity  aud  always  with  the  same  result.  Has 
never  seen  it  used  to  total  ancesthesia.  If  any  gentleman  has, 
should  like  to  know  what  infiuence  it  exerted  on  the  progress  of 
labor.  Even  a  small  quantity  sometimes  arrests  the  pains.  He 
knows  that  labor  may  go  on  during  unconsciousness,  as  in  con- 
vulsions, but  knows  no  one  bold  enough  to  cause  total  auiesthesia 
and  maintain  it.  Even  when  he  administers  it  in  doses  of  fifteen 
drops  he  places  his  finger  on  the  pulse,  and  watches  the  respira- 
tion. 

Dr.  Logan,  in  order  that  he  might  not  be  misunderstood,  de- 
sired to  announce  himself  an  opponent  to  the  use  of  chloroform 
in  labor.  His  experience  is  not  very  limited,  and  it  is  his  obser- 
vation that  in  the  large  majority  of  cases  nothing  is  gained  by 
its  ose.  Unless  sensibility  is  destroyed  an  excitement,  physical, 
mental,  moral  and  often  immoral,  is  produced,  that  is  very  ob- 
jectionable. Ordinarily  confines  its  use  to  cases  of  difficulty. 
Thinks  by  it  patients  are  rendered  more  liable  to  post  partutn 
hemorrhage.  If  the  full  effect  is  obtained  nervous  prostration 
is  sure  to  follow. 

Dr.  Boring  explained  that  he  did  not  use  it  at  all,  except  from 
necessity,  and  iu  his  experience  this  necessity  did  not  arise  once 
in  twenty  cases. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  said,  in  reply  to  the  President,  he  would  state 
that  until  the  last  few  years  he  was  in  the  habit  of  using  it  freely, 
to  complete  anfesthesia,  in  almost  every  case.    Never  saw  a  caso 
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in  which  the  uteriue  contractions  were  retardet),  or  the  action  of 
the  abdominal  muscles  suspended.  Does  not  give  it  now  to  the 
same  extent  he  formerly  did;  not  because  he  is  not  an  advocate 
of  its  use;  be  is;  but  on  account  of  the  big  scare  the  profession 
is  in  abont  chloroform;  fearing  some  accident  may  occur.  If  his 
patient  requests  chloroform  she  gets  it.  Has  never  seen  the  least 
unpleasant  effect  from  it,  either  on  the  mother  or  the  child. 
Should  now  use  it  to  anesthesia  if  necessniy. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson  said  Di-.  Ix>gan  was  the  second  gentleman 
he  had  ever  heard  speak  of  the  danger  of  post  partum  hemor- 
rhage following  the  use  of  chloroform.  He  caunot  recall  a  sin- 
gle instance  in  which  it  has  occurred;  and  if  he  should  be  called 
upon  to  express  an  opinion  he  would  say  directly  the  02>posite. 

Dr.  Lc^au  thought  this  fact  was  due  to  his  manner  of  using  it. 

Dr.  Johnson,  by  its  use  in  very  small  quantities,  eneoui-^es 
bis  patient,  and  affords  her  relief  from  pains  that  do  not  assist 

Dr.  CoDUally  hits  a  few  times  used  it  to  aofcsthesia.  It  is 
his  opinion  that  unpleasant  effect  was  exerted  upon  the  child. 

Dr.  W'oodhull  has  had  no  experience  himself,  but  in  a  recent 
conversation  with  a  gentleman  of  extensive  experience,  he  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  pout  partum  hemorrhage  was  liable  to 
follow  its  Hse.  "When  lie  uses  chloroform  he  always  prepares 
himself  for  Ihe  emergency. 

Dr.  Armstrong  reported  the  following  cose:  Boy  aged  about 
fourteen  years.  When  first  seen  had  been  sick  for  two  weeks 
with  continued  fever  and  diaiTboea.  Pulse  100.  Tenderness  in 
the  ilio  ciecal  re^iuii.  Regarded  it  a  case  of  typhoid  fever.  No 
complications.  Pioguosis  favorable.  On  '25th,  three  days  after 
his  first  visit,  wan  si'.ii'.-il  with  obstinate  vomiting.  The  matter 
ejected  was  green  utid  bitter.  On  the  morning  of  the  26th  a 
tumor  in  the  abduiutn  developed  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours,. 
It  was  ubout  the  vidlh  of  four  fingers,  and  extended  from  the 
symphysis  pubib  obliquely  upwards  and  outwards  almost  to  the 
costal  cartilages.  So  unusual  tenderness;  symptoms  unchanged. 
An  exploring  needle  was  introduced  into  the  tumor  on  the  27th, 
but  without  result.  "Was  unable  to  arrive  at  any  satisfactory 
diagnosis.  Thought  it  might  have  been  produced  by  discharge 
of  a  hepatic  abtcess,  or,  what  was  more  likely,  an  acute  abscess 
of  the  abdominal  walls,  or  possibly  peritonitis.  On  28th,  with 
the  assistance  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson,  the  tumor  was  tapped,  and 
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about  twenty-four  ounces,  of  watery,  slightly  colored  fluid  drawn 
off  by  means  of  an  aspirator.  Constftut  vomiting  continued.  He 
died  on  the  30th.  No  post-mortem  could  be  obtained.  The 
fluid  was  subjected  to  microscopical  examination  by  Dr.  Baird, 
who,  by  request,  stated  that  it  contained  blood  corpuscles  and  a 
few  tessellated  epithelial  scales.  No  albumen.  He  regarded  it  a 
case  of  peritonitis,  dne  to  perforation ;  a  spontaneous  development. 
Fain,  as  is  well  known,  in  some  cases  of  peritonitis  is  wanting; 
and  even  marked  tenderness  in  raie  cases  is  absent. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson  mentioned  that  purpuric  spots  were  ob- 
served on  the  abdomen  four  days  before  death.  Concurs  in  the 
opinion  that  it  was  peiitonitis,  and  thought,  from  the  absence  of 
pain,  that  it  was  snb-acnte. 

Dr.  Battey  presented  an  ovarian  tumor  removed  the  day  be- 
fore from  a  young  lady  aged  sixteen  years;  the  same  person  front 
whom  one  of  the  samples  of  cystic  fluid,  presented  a  few  weeks 
ago,  was  obtained.  His  diagnosis  was  multilocular  cystic  tumor 
of  the  right  ovary,  free  from  adhesions.  This  diagnosis  was  ver- 
ified at  the  operation,  except  that  it  was  the  left  instead  of  the 
right  ovary.  Found  the  contents  of  the  principal  cyst  identical 
with  that  exhibited  to  the  Academy — a  limpid,  slightly  albumin* 
ous  fluid.  In  the  other  large  cyst  the  fluid  was  syrupy  in  con- 
sistency, and  of  a  straw  color.  In  another  it  was  stringy  like 
honey,  and  in  others  gelatinous.  After  removing  the  tumor, 
found  the  right  ovary  very  much  enlarged,  and  in  removing  it  a 
cyst  containing  two  drachms  of  fluid  was  opened,  and  upon  ex- 
amination its  surface  was  found  to  be  covered  with  little  oysta 
containing  galitiniform  matter.  The  left  fallopian  tube  was 
greatly  enlarged  and  hypertrophied.  The  tumor  contained  fully 
fifty  cysts,  and  its  estimated  weight  was  twenty-two  to  twenty- 
four  pounds.  The  amount  of  fluid  withdrawn  filled  on  ordinary 
water  bucket.  Has  progressed  fairly  since  the  operation,  though 
the  reaction  is  excessive.  Following  morning  pulse  120 ;  temper- 
ature 103°.     Evening  pulse  140.     Small  doses  of  morphine. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson  said  he  witnessed  this  operation  for  the 
first  time,  and  ^th  pleasure.  It  is  a  terrible  one,  and  he  must 
say  it  was  splendidly  performed.  It  is  the  crowning  achievement 
in  surgery.     Adjourned. 
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ROBERT  BATTET,  U.D..  Riroans. 

Atlakta,  8th  June,  ISTii. 

The  Prosideiit,  Dr.  John  M.  JohnsoD,  presiding. 

I>r.  Logan  stated  that  Simpaoa  waa  in  the  habit  of  indncini^ 
sleep  by  chloroform  in  the  first  stage  of  labor,  and  in  the  second 
stage  pushed  it  habitually  to  entire  insensibility. 

Dr.  JoliQ  H.  Jobnaon  was  ef  the  opinion  that  the  accepted 
rale  of  the  profession  at  present  is  to  give  only  small  quantities 
of  chloroform  in  labors.  ■ 

Dr.  Taliaferro  alluded  to  the  method  of  "breaking  the  suc- 
tion," as  illustrated  by  Prof.  H.  F.  Campbell  at  the  Georgia 
Medical  Association,  by  means  of  his  "  pneumatic  self- reposi tor." 
He  suggested  the  use  of  two  fingers  passed  into  the  vagina,  and 
the  perineum  to  be  drawn  backwards,  when  the  air  rushes  in  at 
once.  He  also  suggested  a  similar  proceeding  in  the  rectum, 
distending  this  tube  also  with  air  to  more  effectually  reposit  the 
fundus  uteri. 

Dr.  Logan  suggested  that  the  appliance  of  Dr.  Campbell 
might  be  considered  more  delicate  and  elegant  than  the  use  of 
the  fingers.  He  also  thought  that  the  tube  might  be  more  effi- 
cient in  its  action. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  thought  there  could  be  no  additional  force  ex- 
erted by  the  use  of  Dr.  Campbell's  tube. 

Dr.  Battey  remarked  that  Dr.  Campbell  had  catted  attention 
to  the  use  of  the  fingers,  as  suggested  by  Dr.  Tahuferro,  but  had 
devised  the  tube  as  a  more  delicate  and  elegant  means. 

Dr.  John  M.  Johnson  had  used  the  method  of  Dr.  Campbell 
with  satisfaction.  He  thought  the  tube  of  Dr.  C.  threw  around 
the  proceeding  a  higher  dignity,  so  to  speak. 

Dr.  Westmoreland  asked  bow  long  the  womb  would  remain 
in  position  after  being  thus  reposited. 

Dr.  Johnson  replied  that  he  directs  the  patient  to  remain  for 
a  time  on  the  knees,'  and  then  quietly  and  gently  recline  upon 
the  side,  the  hips  being  supported  a  little  by  a  small  pillow,  and 
so  remain  for  the  nighL  He  finds  this  method  in  most  cases, 
greatly  superior  to  the  use  of  pessaries.  Does  not  deny  the  util- 
ity of  pessaries,  but  greatly  prefers  the  method  described  to  pes- 
saries. 

Dr.  Westmoreland  thought  that  we  could  not  keep  a  patient 
cither  upon  the  knees  or  upon  one  aide  for  three  or  four  months. 
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As  soon  as  the  patient  moveB  or  gets  np,  the  air  esca)>e8,  and  the 
uterus  is  again  displaced.  Hon  is  it  that  we  may  expect  cures 
from  this  course  of  treatment? 

Dr.  T^iaferro  anderatands  that  the  tempornrj  replacement 
of  the  oterns  enables  the  organ  to  become  gradually  accustomed 
to  its  normal  position,  until  it  gains  strength  and  is  better  fitted 
for  the  Qse  of  a  pessary. 

Dr.  Battey  explained  the  views  of  Dr.  Campbell.  In  the  first 
place,  many  of  these  uterine  displacements  are  caused  by,  and  at- 
tended with,  uterine  disease,  usually  of  inflammatory  character. 
And  secondly,  there  is  relaxation  and  debility  of  uterine  supports. 
The  irritable  and  inflamed  uterus  often  will  not  bear  the  support 
of  a  pessary,  when  it  will  bear  the  cushioning  of  an  inflated 
vagina  with  the  greatest  ease  and  comfort.  The  uterine  supports 
are  relieved  from  tension  for  bonrs  every  night,  and  tbns  enabled 
to  regain  in  part  their  tost  tonicity.  Dr.  Campbell  designs  by 
the  method  to  supplement  pessaries  and  to  prepare  the  patient 
for  the  nse  of  the  pessary,  rather  than  to  discard  that  appUance 
entirely.  The  patient  may  retain  the  uterus  i»  sitti  for  an  entire 
night,  and  daring  the  day  too,  if  the  case  compels  the  patient  to 
be  bed-ridden.  If  in  change  of  position  in  bed  the  air  escapes, 
it  is  only  required  to  reposit  the  uterus  again  and  recline  u[>ou 
the  opposite  side. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  reported  case  of  a  lady  who  at  thir- 
teen years  oKl,  at  a  boarding  school,  bad  trouble  in  the  eetublish- 
ment  of  the  menses.  She  was  quite  hysterical.  She  was  taken 
from  school  and  soon  recovered.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  she 
again  came  under  bis  care  as  a  married  woman  of  two  years. 
She  was  now  menstruating  only  once  in  four  to  eight  or  nine 
months.  Examination  revealed  an  infantile  uterus  of  not  more 
than  half  size.  There  was  much  nervous  disturbance  and  im- 
pairment of  general  health.  He  resorted  to  uterine  tents,  and 
the  uterus  rapidly  developed,  with  return  of  the  menses  every 
two  or  three  months,  and  subsidence  of  all  the  ner^'ous  symp- 
toms. Latterly  the  menses  recur  only  once  in  six  or  eight 
months.  She  again  has  the  nervous  symptoms.  She  is  in  good 
flesh,  in  fact  is  fat.  The  uterus  appears  to  be  no  v  entirely  nor- 
mal. He  asks,  whence  now  the  amenorrhiea?  Is  it  uterine  or 
ovarian?  What  the  remedy?  She  has  not  menstruated  now  for 
five  or  six  months. 

Dr.  Battey  suggested  that  the  cause  of  failure  of  the  menses 
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here  is  likely  dae  to  aome  defect,  in  the  ovaries,  of  which  we  knoT 
little  or  nothing,  but  which  he  hopes  he  baa  pat  the  profesBion 
now  in  a  position  to  iavestigate.  When  we  say  the  o&se  is  one 
of  atony  ol  the  uterus,  we  merely  bey  the  question,  and  really 
state  nothing  which  throws  hght  upon  its  pathology.  He  thinks 
the  more  hopeful  line  of  treatment  will  be  by  local  galvanic  ac- 
tion of  Simpson's  stem  pessary.  It  has  been  doubted  whether 
any  galvanic  action  results  from  tlie  use  of  this  instrument. 
There  can  be  no  rational  doubt.  The  shock  elicited  from  a  disk 
of  zinc  and  one  of  silver,  in  the  mouth,  goes  to  prove  it;  also  the 
rapid  chemical  action  of  the  uterine  secretions  upon  the  zinc  ele- 
ment establish  the  fact  moat  clearly.  The  galvanic  atem,  doubt- 
less, influences  the  ovaries  as  well  as  the  uterus. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  thought  the  suggestion  of  the  galvanic  stem  the 
proper  treatment  of  the  case.  The  nervous  connection  between 
the  ovaries  and  uterus  is  very  intimate,  and  the  galvanic  action 
of  the  stem  upon  the  ovaries  is  undoubted. 

Dr.  Johnson  thought  that  the  general  health  ought  to  be 
looked  to,  and  marriage  instituted  and  relied  upon.  Does  not 
approve  of  the  use  of  tents  and  stem  pessaries.  He  does  not 
beUeve  that  the  ovaries  have  any  connection  with  menstruation. 
Thinks  the  ovaries  have  no  more  connection  with  the  function  of 
the  uterus  than  with  the  fuufUons  of  the  rectum  or  bladder.  If 
marriage  and  nature's  peaKiiry  does  not  cure  the  case,  no  other 
pessary  will. 

Dr.  Battcy  reported  the  fatal  issue  of  the  case  from  which  he 
removed  the  large  inultilocular  cyst  of  the  left  ovary,  and  also 
the  similarly  degenerated  right  ovary,  on  Monday  of  last  week, 
and  remarked: 

It  is  often  highly  instructive  to  retrospect  the  history  of  cases 
which  have  resulted  fatally  in  our  bauds,  and  matk  the  lessons 
which  they  teuch.  In  this  case  we  had  presented  an  assemblage 
of  conditions  seemingly  most  favorable  for  an  operation.  The 
subject  was  young  and  of  vigorous  constitution — a  well  developed 
mountain  girl  of  barely  sixteen — in  good  state  of  general  heidth, 
vith  a  tumor  developed  to  the  third  stage,  free  of  adhesions,  with 
a  long  and  thin  pedicle,  and  no  previous  symptoms  of  inflamma- 
toTy  action  in  the  tumor  or  peritoneum.  The  operation  passed 
off  as  smoothly  as  the  movements  of  a  watch.  The  patient  ral- 
lied with  the  minimum  of  shock,  slept  quietly  under  very  small 
doses  (one-sixth  grain)  of  morphia,  repeated  at  intervals  of  fiv« 
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to  eight  hours.  The  large  cyst  had  been  drawD  ont,  by  Buccess- 
ive  tappings,  through  an  incision  of  not  more  than  fonr  and  a 
half  inches  in  the  perieties  of  the  abdomen;  none  of  its  contents 
were  allowed  to  enter  the  cavity.  The  degenerate  right  ovary 
bad  been  brought  to  the  surface,  its  base  tran^fi:ced  and  securely 
tied,  and  the  ovary  cut  away,  when  the  ligatnrea  were  cut  short 
and  the  stump  dropped  free  into  the  pelvis.  A  clean  sponge  was 
twice  passed  down  into  the  bottom  of  the  pelvis  and  returned 
\fith  but  a  slight  stain  upon  it.  The  main  stump  was  clamped 
and  lodged  in  the  lower  angle  of  the  incision,  exerting  no  trac- 
tion whatever  upon  the  uti;rus,  which  remained  in  its  normal 
position.  So  far  all  seemed  as  lovely  as  the  bright  May  morning 
which  greeted  the  operation. 

At  9  P.M.  the  pulse  was  100,  the  patient  resting  quietly  and 
sleeping  most  of  the  time.  On  the  morning  of  the  second  day 
the  reaction  was  excessive;  the  pulse  120,  the  temperature  103** 
In  the  evening  the  pulse  had  mounted  to  140 — the  temperature 
remaining  103°.  Third  day  morning  there  was  little  billioua 
vomiting,  the  pulse  fell  to  120,  the  temperature  to  101".  In  the 
afternoon  the  pulse  mounted  to  148,  and  temperature  to  103". 
It  was  deemed  advisable  to  control  the  excessive  action  of  the 
heart,  and  Norwood's  Veratrum  was  given  in  small  doses  (11 
drops  in  all)  through  the  night.  By  daylight  of  the  fourth  day 
the  pulse  was  reduced  to  88,  and  the  extremities  were  very  cold 
and  clammy.  At  8  a.m.  the  pulse  stood  108,  temperature  102". 
At  noon,  extremities  still  cool,  pulse  120,  temperature  101";  at  7 
P.M.,  still  cold  and  clammy;  pulse  120,  temperature  101";  at  9  p.m. 
still  cold,  pulse  120,  small  and  fluctuating.  During  the  day  she 
asserted  that  she  was  well;  desired  to  get  np;  very  restless,  com- 
plaing  of  heat;  mind  excited  as  if  in  slight  intoxication.  At  mid- 
night the  pulse  was  still  120,  but  more  full  and  steady,  and  the 
extremities  had  warmed  up.  This  improvement,  however,  was 
bnt  temporary;  soon  she  declined  again,  and  rapidly  fell  into 
collapse  towards  morning,  and  died  at  10  a.m.  of  the  fifth  day. 
Bo  decided  were  the  symptoms  of  acute  septieiemia  it  was  deemed 
advisable,  two  hours  before  death,  to  pass  a  double  catheter  dowK 
by  the  pedicle  into  the  pelvis,  and  inject  warm  water  into  the 
cavity,  which  returned  without  evidence  of  septic  fluid. 

Autopsy  was  held  two  hours  after  death  by  Dr.  J.  T.  Johnson, 
jn  presence  of  Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland.  Dr.  Westmoreland 
reports: 
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Antopa;  two  hours  after  death.  XJpoD  opening  the  abdomen 
the  first  glance  showed  the  existence  of  gener&l  peritonitis.  The 
omentam  was  glned  to  the  bowels  by  the  lymph  that  was  thrown 
ont,  which  was  partly  organized.  The  pedicle  had  nearly  healed ; 
the  stump  doing  well.  Id  both  iliao  regions,  and  in  Douglas' 
fossa,  bloody  serum,  containing  flakes  of  lymph,  was  found;  about 
six  ounces  in  all.  These  effusions  were  circmnscribed  by  adhe- 
sions and  lymph.  The  inflammation  was  more  intense  in  the 
pelvic  than  in  the  abdominal  peritoneum.  The  fluid  was  Ytry 
acrid,  being  extremely  irritating  to  the  hands,  and  stinging  the 
fingers  during  the  ezumination. 

Dr.  Battcj  remarked:  The  cousi!  of  death  here,  viewed  in  the 
light  of  the  history  and  the  post-mortem  revelations,  is  clearly  a 
blood  poisoning  by  the  absorption  of  the  eitremoly  acrid  and 
highly  ii-ritating  fiuid  in  the  pelvic  cavity.  The  death  is  not  by 
peritonitis,  but  by  acute  Boptica;mia,  by  rensou  of  the  absorption 
of  this  highly  septic  material  and  its  poisonous  action  upon  the 
vital  centres. 

He  has  observed,  after  operations  in  the  peritoneal  cavity, 
and  especially  in  normal  ovariotomy,  that  there  is  promptly 
poured  out  a  serous  exudation  from  the  irritated  peritoneum, 
which,  in  the  latter  case,  when  the  incission  passes  np  through 
the  vaginal  cul-de-sac,  escapes  into  the  vagina  and  externally. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  such  exudation,  not  the  result  of 
peritonitis,  but  simply  of  irritation  of  the  serous  membrane,  oc- 
curs too  in  the  major  operation,  and,  in  the  case  before  us,  also 
some  little  bloody  fluid,  perhaps,  oozing  from  the  second  stump, 
which  had  been  dropped  back  into  the  pelvis.  These  fluids, 
which  in  the  vaginal  section  would  escape  at  once  through  the 
incission,  are  of  course  pent  up  within  the  cavity,  and  may  be 
disposed  of  in  three  ways,  or,  rather,  lead  to  either  of  three  term- 
inations, i.e. :  First,  being  small  in  amount,  the  fluid  doubtless  is 
subject  to  absorption  and  removal  by  natural  laws.  Secondly, 
by  reason  of  the  failure  of  absorption,  by  its  tardiness,  or  by 
some  peculiar  character,  as  yet  unknown,  of  the  fluid  itself,  it 
undergoes  decomposition,  and  septic  material  results.  In  snob 
case  the  absorption  of  the  septic  product  would  likely  give  rise 
to  symptoms  of  acute  aepticEcmia,  such  as  elevation  of  the  pulse 
to  120, 140  or  more,  the  pulse  being  smaller,  softer  and  weaker 
than  that  of  acnto  peritonitis;  also  clammy  sweats,  high  tempera- 
ture in  the  axilla,  coldness  of  the  extremities,  eto,  and  efpecially- 
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a  certain  restlessness  and  excited  state  of  the  brain,  with  more 
or  less  of  intoxication,  and  the  absence  of  anj  meteorism  of  the 
abdomen,  and  of  anj  considerable  pain  or  abdominal  tenderness. 
In  snch  circamstances,  the  amotint  of  septic  material  being  small, 
the  process  of  absorption  may  go  on  to  the  entire  elimination  of 
of  the  effnsed  fluid,  and  recovery  result  Or,  the  patint  dying 
subsequently  of  some  intercurrent  disease,  the  peritoneal  cavity 
may  be  fonnd  free  of  f  uid  and  healthy.  And  thirdly,  the  septic 
material  being  too  great  to  be  disposed  of  in  this  way,  the  adja- 
cent peritoneum  inilames,  and  the  patient  succambs  with  symp- 
toms of  decided  blood  poisoning,  or,  in  other  words,  of  acute 
septiciemia. 

When  in  these  fatal  cases  the  autopsy  shows  the  co-existence 
of  abundant  acrid  septic  material,  with  peritoneal  adhesions  and 
other  inflammatory  changes,  a  distinction  is  to  be  drawn  from 
other  cases  wherein  the  previous  history  has  shown  the  evident 
symptoms  of  grave  peritonitis,  with  hard,  wii^  pulse,  ballooning, 
and  great  tenderness  of  the  abdomen,  etc.,  and  the  autopsy  re- 
veals no  fluid  exudation,  or  one  of  a  non-septic  character.  In 
the  former  the  essential  disease  is  acute  septiciemia,  aud  the  death 
is  by  blood  poisoning  of  the  vital  centres.  In  the  latter  the  es- 
sential element  is  acute  peritonitis,  and  the  death  is  attributable 
to  that  cause.  In  the  two  the  rational  signs  are  strikingly  differ- 
ent, and  the  manner  of  the  death  ia  also  different. 

It  is  the  more  important  to  draw  this  distinction  because  in 
the  one  case  the  prognosis  is  exceedingly  bad,  whilst  in  the  other 
we  may  indulge  more  rational  hope  that  the  patient  wiU  "  pull 
through."  It  is  vitally  important  for  rational  treatment,  since 
we  may  indulge  hope  of  successful  issue  of  acute  peritonitis 
under  the  profound  tranqnilization  of  opium;  whilst  in  acute 
septiciemia  we  are  only  adding  the  opium  poisonini^  to  cloud  the 
deadly  septic  poisoning  which  is  hurrying  the  patient  to  destruc- 
tion. It  is  true  that  a  limited  amount  of  septic  material  may 
be  eliminated  by  nature's  powers,  but  in  the  great  mass  of  in- 
stances the  quantity  far  ti'auscends  these  narrow  limits,  and  a 
riddance  of  the  poison  by  art  offurs  the  only  rational  ground  for 
hope. 

Taking  this  view  of  the  subject  it  would  seem  to  be  good 
practice,  when  the  pulse  mounts  up  rapidly  and  to  the  excessive 
degree  it  did  in  the  case  under  consideration,  with  the  distinct- 
ive signs  of  septic  poisoning,  to  introduce  a  double  catheter 
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througli  the  abdominal  wound  al  once  and  into  the  more  depend- 
ent pelvic  cavity,  and  cleanse  it  thoroughly  with  eimple  water  at 
blood  heat,  which  may  be  made  to  flow  ia  and  out  again  until 
the  thorough  cleansing  ia  accomplished;  and  even  should  there 
bo  mistake  in  the  diacrimiaatiug  diagnosis  it  would  seem  that  no 
harm  could  result,  but  good  rather,  in  bathing  an  inflamed  peri- 
toneum with  simple  tepid  water. 

It  has  been  proposed  by  Dr.  J.  Mitrion  Sims  to  make  an  open- 
ing at  each  operation  through  the  botton  of  the  cuUdf.-sac,  and 
introduce  a  drainage  tube  through  the  vagina.  Dr.  Thomas  also 
suggests  and  practices  the  lodgment  of  a  glass  tube  in  the  lower 
angle  of  the  incision,  which  tube  exteuds  to  the  bottom  of  the 
■citl-df-nao.  In  both  suggestions  the  operation  is  complicated  with 
a  source  of  irritation  in  the  foreign  body  used,  and  in  the  first 
suggestion  an  additional  incision  also  into  the  peritoneum.  Ko 
difficulty  need  be  experienced  in  the  introduction  of  the  double 
catheter  through  the  abdominal  incision  and  deep  down  into  the 
pelvis  whenever  occasion  may  require,  by  rupturing  recent  ad- 
hesions if  need  be  for  this  purpose. 

In  the  present  case,  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  septic  symp- 
toms set  in  upon  the  second  day,  a  very  early  period  for  such  a 
condition;  a  period  when  we  would  expect  ^ute  peritonitis,  and 
not  septiciemia.  The  authorities  all  agree  in  the  opinion  that 
the  source  of  danger  in  the  first  four  days  is  peritonitis;  here, 
however,  the  early  symptoms  pointed  clearly  to  septic  poisoning, 
and  not  peritonitis,  and  it  may  well  be  asked  if  prompt  steps  had 
been  taken  on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  to  determine  the 
question  definitely,  and  to  thoroughly  wash  out  the  cavity,  would 
not  the  issue  of  the  case  have  been  widely  different?  The  attempt 
to  wash  out  the  cavity  on  the  fifth  day  morning  was  fruitless, 
because  the  septic  material  had  become  eucapsnled  by  broad 
bands  of  lymph,  cutting  it  off  from  the  general  cavity. 

Adjourned. 


To  Prevest  Marks  of  Small-Pox. — Touch  the  postulea  with 
glycerin,  and  then  sprinkle  with  a  powder  of  red  oxyd  of  mer- 
cury one  part,  sublimed  sulphur  four  parts.  An  Italian  physi- 
cian says  this  will  cause  the  postules  to  dry  and  desquamate  in 
a  few  days,  without  leaving  the  slightest  mark. — Pacific  Medical 
nd  Surgicai  Journal. 
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DOGTOnS. 

Good  folks  ever  will  have  Iheir  wAf, 
Good  folks  ever  for  it  mast  pay. 
But  we,  who  are  here  and  ever^wbero, 
The  bnrdeo  of  their  faults  mast  bear.   ^ 
We  mast  sbonlder  othera'  sbanie, 
Fight  ttieir  follies  nnd  take  their  blame; 
I'urge  the  bodj  and  hnmor  the  mind; 
Doctor  the  eyes  when  the  soul  is  blind; 
Build  the  colnmn  of  health  erect 
*  On  the  quicksands  of  neglect; 

Always  shouldering  othein'  shauta^ 
Bearing  theii  fa  alts  and  taking  the  bUma. 

Will  Cabletos. 

Newspaf&r  Cuablat&ns. — It  is  the  pride  of  medical  men  that^ 
in  all  civilized  countries,  it  is  regarded  as  disreptitable  for  plijsi- 
ciana  to  resort  to  the  newspaper  press  for  notoriety  or  emolnment. 
This  fact  is  Dot  only  well  known  to  the  profession,  bat  it  has  be- 
come familiar  to  a  large  portion  of  the  secular  pnblic.  Honorablo 
practitioners  carefully  abstain  from  the  use  of  this  unfair  method 
of  competing  for  an  honest  livelihood,  or  for  what  is  even  far 
mors  valued,  an  honest  reputation.  Indeed,  if  the  really  npright 
and  fair  physicians  of  this  countiy  be  questioned,  it  will  be 
found  that  they  would  as  soon  defraud  or  deceive  their  unprofes- 
sional neighbors,  as,  by  the  forbidden  use  of  the  daily  press,  to 
take  a  mean  and  dishonest  advantage  of  their  professional  com. 
petitors.  Yet,  while  this  is  the  general  belief,  the  general  senti- 
ment of  both  the  professional  and  unprofessional  public,  in  regard 
to  the  use  of  the  daily  press  by  physicians,  like  many  general  beliefs 
and  general  sentiments,  it  will  be  found  to  be  wholly  incorrect  if 
tested  by  the  light  of  truth.  Close  observei's  and  truthful  wit- 
nesses have  reluctantly  to  offer  very  different  testimony.  There 
are  very  many  medical  men  who,  claiming  to  be  honorable  and 
npright,  are  constantly  appealing  to  the  daily  press  for  gratuit- 
ous notices  and  unfair  advantages.  These  appeals,  it  is  true,  are 
not  always  bravely  and  fairly  made,  but  he  must  be  a  sleepy  aen- 
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tinel  indeed  who  doea  not,  through  all  the  ingenious  screeDS  of 
cunning  and  chicanery  nsed  bj  these  enemies  of  the  profession, 
detect  them  at  their  nefarious  and  infomous  work.  Such  men 
are  members  of  the  medical  societies;  they  claim  to  be  in  good 
standing;  to  be  habitual  observers  of  rales  which  such  societies 
impose  upon  their  members;  to  be  fair  in  dealing  with  their 
brethren;  to  be  just  toward  them;  to  be  scrupulously  careful  of 
taking  no  mean  and  dishonorable  advantage  of  them;  to  be  using 
society  membership  for  the  general  good  of  their  profession,  and 
not  OS  an  ingenious  and  contemptible  cloak  for  protecting  them 
in  their  disreputable  practices.  They  are  found  in  every  city, 
town  and  village  in  the  land.  They  are  so  multiplying  as  really 
to  form  a  distinct  and  treacherous  band  in  all  of  tha  camps  of 
the  great  medical  army.  If  they  speak  at  societies,  or  conven- 
tions, or  in-egular  meetings  of  physicians,  reporters  of  the  d^y 
preBs  are  always  conveniently  present;  if  they  read  papers,  these 
are  always  solicited  by  the  press  (!)  which,  in  the  sale  of  large 
editions,  finds  emolument  for  its  reprehensible  work;  papers  that 
are  the  property  of  societies  before  whom  they  are  read,  appear 
in  the  columns  of  the  daily  press;  if  held  by  the  society's  com- 
mittee on  publication  and  printed  in  the  "  Transactions,"  they 
appear  in  the  daily  press  under  the  touching  caption,  "  from 
advance  sheets  of  the  Transactions; "  if  an  article  on  semi-profes- 
sional or  sensational  subjects  be  sent  for  publication  to  the  med- 
ical journals,  there  appears  the  now  familiar  reprint  in  pamphlet 
form,  disseminated  broadcast  throughout  the  land;  if  an  epidemic 
appears,  there  are  newspaper  columns  of  medical  nonsense  from 
every  unfair  professional  bidder  for  notoriety  and  applause,  such 
articles  being  invariably  a  fair  reflex  of  the  mind  and  character 
of  those  foolish  and  unfair  enough  to  furnish  them  for  publica- 
tion ;  announcements  of  the  departures  and  arrivals  of  small 
medical  men  are  now  familiar  paragraphs  in  every  daily  paper; 
lectures  to  gaping  school-boys  and  innocent  school  girls  are  con- 
spicuously announced  and  often  reported;  attendance  on  some 
prominent  patient  is  regarded  eis  such  distinction  by  the  vain 
and  silly,  that  the  reporter  learns  (always  accidentally)  the  fact; 
the  transient  in-dwelling  of  some  celebrity  with  an  ambitioos, 
silly  doctor  so  turns  the  brain  of  the  poor  fellow  that  he  is  un- 
happy until  the  fact  is  conspicuously  heralded.  Indeed,  every 
fact,  however  unimportant,  which  oeui  be  made  the  occasion  for 
a  paragraph  notice  of  some  doctor  itching  for  notoriety  is  invari- 
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ably  seized  npon  tor  this  gratuitous  and  silly  form  of  adverlise- 
ment. 

Is  this  picture  overdrawn,  or  is  it  not  one  too  familiar  to  tho 
American  public?  Is  it  not  time  that  this  great  stain  upon  the 
body  medical  should  be  expunged,  and  those  responsible  for  it 
made  to  severely  and  justly  suffer  for  their  disreputable  course 
of  action?  Or  shall  the  profession  bear  the  sins  and  endure  the 
injury  perpetrated  by  these  creatures?  Every  honest  physician 
feels  that  he  and  his  profession  are  deeply  injured  by  them,  and 
that  they  are  making  the  calling  of  medicine  the  most  disreputa- 
ble form  of  charlatanism  and  quackery. 

How  shall  this  stupendous  evil,  this  public  disgrace,  be  re- 
moved? Societies  are  demonstrably  inefficient;  they  have  the 
power  to  correct  the  evil,  but  not  the  nerve.  Is  there  no  redress? 
Tl^re  surely  is  one;'  it  is  for  the  medical  press  to  make  these 
men  odious;  to  make  their  practices  infamousi  to  habituate  the 
profession  to  regard  and  declare  tbose  who  thus  conduct  them- 
selves as  frnnds  and  impostors  in  medicine;  as  the  veriest  charla- 
tans, fast  dragging  a  great  profession  into  the  mire  of  public 
ridicule  and  contempt, — Medical  Weekly. 

Pecparation  op  Sposob-Texts. — Having  for  the  past  two  years 
met  with  ducided  success  in  the  use  of  sponge-tents,  it  may  be  of 
interest  to  know  how  I  prepare  them.  The  formula  I  adopt  is, 
first,  to  make  a  saturated  infusion  of  hydrastis  canadensis,  to 
which  is  added  enough  of  gum  accacia  to  make  the  infusion  of 
the  proper  consistence;  then,  for  every  one  dozen  tents  to  be  pre- 
pared, I  add — 

R, — Acidi  carbolic!, gr.  xiiv. 

01.  Caryophyh gtt  xij. 

JUisce  bene,  and  add  to  the  infusion.  Then  proceed  as  usual 
in  the  maoufactoring  of  tents — insert  the  wire,  wind,  trim  when 
dry,  and  coat  with  gelatin. 

The  propriety  of  using  the  above  will  be  apparent  at  once. 
Tents  thos  mode  are  the  best  I  have  ever  used. — FatU  Boyce,  M.D. 
Va.  Medicat  Journal. 

Oancer  Doctobs  have  some  "  ways  that  are  dark  and  tricks 
that  are  vain,"  like  Bret  Harte's  "  Heathen  Chinee."  Their  sys- 
tem appears  to  be  the  same  in  outltue  wherever  the  rascals  exist, 
and  is  essentially  as  follows: 

1.  He  who  aspires  to  the  dignity  of  a  "Cancer  Doctor  "  must 
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.provide  himself  with  an  efficient  caustic  or  caustics,  wliicb  may 
be  used  in  the  form  of  a  powder,  paste  or  plaster. 

2.  Tlie  quack  must  disguise  the  articles  by  suitable  coloring 
materials,  and  stoutly  deny  that  they  are  caostics. 

3.  He  must  advertise  largely  that  the  great  Dr.  Tumorsmasb 
will  "take  out  the  cancers  without  the  use  of  knife  or  caustic, 
and  without  pain,"  and  guarantee  the  cure. 

2.  When  the  patients  flock  in,  he  must  prouomice  everything 
a  cancer,  whether  it  be  a  wart,  corn,  fatly  tumor,  ulcer,  necrosis, 
Barcoma,  or  what  not 

Now  he  is  ready,  and  his  bucc«hb  will  depend  upon  bis  enter- 
prise in  carrying  out  the  plan. 

Honest  John  Leatherhoad,  the  shoemaker,  has  observed  n. 
lamp  upon  the  surface  of  his  thigh,  iu  fact  an  encysted  tumor. 
It  gets  in  the  way  of  his  Inpstone,  gets  hit  with  bis  pegging  ham- 
mer, and,  when  it  Is  hammered  too  much,  becomes  swollen  and 
tender.  Mrs.  Leatherhead  has  read  Dr.  Tumorsmash's  handbill, 
and  advises  John  to  go  and  see  him.  John,  nho  has  eyed  the 
swelling  for  many  a  month  with  fear  and  suspicion,  determines  to 
have  a  talk  with  the  great  man,  especially  as  his  "  consultations 
are  free."  He  dresses  in  bis  best,  and  presents  himself.  The 
quack  views  him  from  head  to  foot,  and  draws  him  out  into  con- 
versation, to  gauge  the  "size  of  his  pile."  He  then  looks  at  the 
encysted  tumor,  and,  with  solemn  and  ponderous  dignity,  pro- 
nounces it  a  cancer  of  the  most  malignant  type.  John  turns 
pale,  and  his  leather  head  shakes  on  his  shoulders.  Can  he  be 
cured?  Yes,  says  Dr.  Tumorsmasb,  but  it  will  cost  $500.  Leatb- 
erhead  pleads  poverty,  but  finally  pnys  $100  in  advance  for  a 
guaranteed  cure. 

"I  believe  you  take  out  cancers  without  pain,"  says  he. 

"Certainly,"  replies  the  quack,  "that  I  always  do.  However, 
I  must  pat  you  under  a  course  of  preliminary  treatment  for  a 
a  few  days.  This  preUmiuary  treatment  is  a  little  painful,  but 
you  can  bear  it,  and  then  I  will  remove  the  tumor  without  the 
slightest  suffering." 

Dr.  Tumorsmasb  now  administers  a  good  dose  of  morphine; 
nest  he  surrounds  the  tumor  with  a  circle  of  adhesive  plaster  to 
protect  the  skin,  and  claps  on  his  cauatio.  This  hurts  severely, 
but  then  it  is  only  "preliminary  treatment,"  and  meanwhile  he 
plies  the  morphine  vigorously  to  keep  Leatherhead  as  quiet  as 
possible.     After  a  proper  number  of  hours,  when  he  judges  tbab 
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he  has  prodnced  a  Bufficieatly  deep  Blough,  he  removes  the  caas- 
tic  aii<I  applies  ponltices.  The  pain  now  ceasea,  and  the  poultices 
are  continaed  until  the  eschar  is  fally  eeparated  from  the  living 
flesh.  Now  the  quack  is  ready  for  hia  grand  operation  of  remoT- 
ing  the  tumor  "without  pain."  The  patient's  friends  assemble, 
the  poultice  is  removed,  and  the  surface  sponged  clean.  Dr. 
Tnmorsmash  discourses  as  follows:  "Mj  friends  I  have  called 
you  in  to  see  one  of  the  triumphs  of  modern  scieace.  If  you 
look  at  this  tumor,  you  will  Bee  how  wonderfully  my  medicine 
discriminates  between  the  cancer  and  the  the  natural  flesh.  Look 
at  this  deep  grove  (pointing  to  the  line  of  demarkation. )  That 
was  the  boundary  of  the  cancer,  and  yoa  see  that  this  wonderful 
remedy  has  followed  the  dUease  evcr3-where  exactly  up  to  that 
line,  and  has  nowhere  gone  a  hair  beyond  it.  It  has  the  prop- 
erty of  kilting  the  cancer  to  its  remotest  roots,  and  has  no  effect 
on  healthy  flesh.  I  will  now  proceed  to  remove  it."  Suiting  the 
action  to  the  word,  he  gracefully  seizes  the  rotten  mass  with  his 
forceps,  and  lifts  it  out  of  its  cavity  "  without  pain." 

Leatberhead  is  amazed  and  profoundly  grateful.  In  the 
course  of  three  montlis  the  ulcer  is  healed;  and  for  the  rest  of 
his  life  ho  and  Mrs.  Leatherhead  never  weary  of  sounding  the 
praises  of  Dr.  Tumorsmaah. 

FiTTEEs  Uses  for  the  iNDrARCBDER  CoNnoM. — By  II.  Otis  Hyatt, 
KinAfin,  N.  C. — Read  be/ore  the  Eautern  (N.  C.)  Medical  Ansoeia- 
Ihn. — Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  fifteen  uses  for  the 
condom,  or  so-called  male  safe.  The  condom,  as  you  are  aware, 
was  originaily  designed  as  a  means  of  preventing  conception,  and 
as  a  protection  against  venereal  diseases.  The  use  of  it  for  anti- 
conception  purposes  has  no  doubt  caused  a  great  deal  of  Bufferiog 
among  women,  producing  cervicitis  and  a  long  train  of  nervoas 
ills.  It  acts  as  a  dark,  impenetrable  veil,  that  shields  the  infemy 
of  those  whom  we  often  believe  pure,  and  as  a  source  of  tempta- 
tion, to  those  who  are  lascivious,  to  sin  without  fear  of  detection. 
Its  evils  are  great,  bat  every  cloud  has  its  silver  lining,  and  every 
evil  its  good;  so  I  hope  to  show  you  that  even  the  condom  may 
often  be  turned  to  good  account. 

First.  As  a  means  of  applying  heat  or  cold  to  inflamed  surf- 
aces, filled  with  ice,  and  the  end  tied,  it  will  be  found  a  most 
useful  application  to  an  inflamed  eye,  or  the  forehead  of  a  fever 
patient 

Vol.  XIIL-Ho.  4.— IG. 


b,Coo*^lc 


S42  ATLANIA  MEDICAL  AAD  SUBGICAL  JOURNAL. 

SeooncL  To  arrest  bleeding  from  the  nose,  which  it  will  do  aa 
effectnallj  as  plugging  hj  Bellocq's  cantila  or  b;  the  insafSation 
of  the  persDlphate  of  iron.  To  do  this  a  small  size  condom  is 
tied  over  the  end  of  a  Davidson's  syringe  nozzle  near  its  point, 
the  pendant  or  ba^^  portion  is  pushed  into  the  nose,  as  &r  back 
as  the  posterior  nareaj  it  ia  then  filled  with  water  whiob  caases 
it  to  expand  in  all  possible  directions,  and  to  fill  np  the  entire 
nasal  cavity,  prodnoing  an  arrest  of  hemorrhage  by  direct  pies- 
snre  apon  the  bleeding  surfaces.  A  cord  is  now  secoreiy  tied 
aroand  the  condom  jnst  anterior  to  the  syringe  nozzle  from  which 
it  is  liberated.     It  can  remain  in  the  nose  as  long  as  is  desirable. 

Third.  Three  large  condoms  filled  with  ice,  and  placed  one 
above  the  other,  will  answer  the  purpose  of  a  spinal  ice  bag,  or 
filled  with  hot  water  and  placed  np  and  down  the  spine,  a  most 
nsefol  and  reliable  means  of  arresting  uterine  hemorrhage.  I  have 
frequenUy  arrested  hemorrhage  &om  the  non-pr^nant  uterus 
by  the  application  of  heat  to  the  spine,  after  the  failure  of  large 
doses  of  ergot,  and  of  qninine.  I  may  bete  remark  that  I  have 
frequently  given  large  doses  of  quinine  alone  for  the  arrest  of 
uterine  hemorrhage  and  have  never  yet  seen  any  appreciable  de- 
crease of  the  flow  from  its  use.  Neither  do  I  believe  it  has  any 
^ect  on  the  pregnant  nterns  unless  given  in  doses  aufficiently 
large  to  severely  irritate  the  kidneys  and  bladder. 

It  is  true  that  we  sometimes  see  women  abort  after  taking 
quinine  for  the  cure  of  malarial  fever;  bat  here  we  are  in  danger 
of  mistaking  a  post  hoc  for  a  propter  hoc.  It  is  well  known  that 
chill  and  fever  wilt,  unless  promptly  arrested,  frequently  produce 
abortion.  Within  the  last  two  weeks  I  have  arrested  a  threat- 
ened abortion  produced  by  malarial  fever,  by  the  prompt  exhibi- 
tion of  quinine;  and  that  too  without  combining  it  with  mor- 
phine; and  in  those  cases,  if  any  such  occur,  in  which  there  is 
no  element  of  malarial  disease,  and  abortion  follows  the  exhibi- 
tion of  quinine,  it  seems  as  if  it  might  be  ascribed  to  the  indi- 
vidual peculiarity.  On  one  occasion  I  gave  to  a  pregnant  woman 
forty-seven  grains  of  quinine  for  the  cure  of  neuralgia,  without 
its  producing  any  ill  effects.  Heat  to  the  spine  seems  to  produce 
contraction  of  the  smaller  vessels  of  the  lower  extremities  and 
pelvic  viscera,  causing  a  sensation  of  cold  of  which  patients  fre- 
quently complain.  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  ChasDuSey,  Jr.,  for  the 
idea  of  applying  heat  to  the  spine  for  the  arrest  of  uterine  hem- 
orrhage. 
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Fourth.  A  condom  tied  over  the  female  nozzle  of  a  Dayidson 
^Trisge  can  be  nsed  for  dilating  the  female  urethra.  The  nozzle 
covered  by  the  condom,  is  passed  into  the  larethra,  until  one-half 
is  in  the  bladder,  while  the  other  is  oatside.  It  is  ^adnally 
pumped  full  of  water  until  the  urethra  is  stretched  to  the  desired 
extent. 

Fifth.  As  a  vaginal  tampon,  the  end  of  the  coudom  is  first 
carried  up  to  the  fornix  vaginn  and  then  packed  fall  of  old  rags, 
sponge,  or  anything  convenient.  Or  it  can  be  stretdied  OTer  a 
cylindrical  speoolnm  and  packed  through  the  speculum,  after 
the  method  of  Scauzoni.  The  advantages  of  a  condom  as  a  tam- 
pon are  manifold.  It  is  cleanly,  being  water  proof,  none  of  its 
contents  get  soiled.  It  will  admit  of  any  amount  «f  packing 
without  causing  the  woman  pain.  It  can  be  easily  withdrawn 
by  first  pulling  out  its  contents. 

Sixth.  As  a  means  of  applying  ice  to  the  vagina,  the  condom 
is  introduced  as  for  tamponing,  and  then  filled  with  ice  and  the 
end  securely  tied,  and  no  dribbling  takes  place.  It  can  be  easily 
removed  after  the  ice  melts,  emptied  and  is  again  ready  for  use. 

Seventh.  As  a  means  of  applying  ice  to  the  cavity  of  the  uterus 
for  the  arrest  of  poet  partum  hemorrhage — the  condom  is  first 
filled  with  ice,  tied  well,  oiled,  and  passed  into  the  cavity  of  the 
uterus.    As  many  may  be  used  as  necesBary. 

Eighth.  As  a  means  of  arresting  post  partum  hemorrhage. 
For  this  purpose  the  condom,  or,  what  is  better,  as  it  admits  of 
Tery  great  distension,  an  india  rubber  balloon  (which  can  be 
bought  at  any  toy  shop,)  is  tied  over  the  end  of  a  Davidson 
syringe  nozzle,  and  passed  into  the  cavity  of  the  flaccid  uterus. 
It  is  then  distended  with  warm  or  cold  water.  By  this  means 
we  bring  pressure  directly  to  bear  upon  the  months  of  the  bleed- 
ing vessels,  which  effectnaUy  closes  them.  It  might  be  objected 
to  this  method,  that  after  the  nterns  is  distended  it  might  refuse 
to  contract;  but  this  seems  hardly  probable;  and  even  should 
such  an  event  occur,  after  the  woman  has  raUiod,  we  can  admin- 
ister ergot  in  sufficient  doses  to  produce  contraction.  As  soon 
as  the  distension  required  to  check  the  hemorrhage  is  reached, 
we  then  pull  the  tube  from  the  syringe  bnlb,  and  compress  it 
£rmly  between  the  thumb  and  forefinger.  By  so  doing  we  have 
-perfect  control  of  the  water  in  the  balloon,  and  can  allow  it  to 
-escape  pari-paBau  with  the  uterine  contractions. 

Ninth.  As  a  uterine  dilator,  three  or  four  condoms  are  passed 
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cue  into  the  otber,  and  then  faetened  over  the  female  uozzle  of  a 
Davidson  syringe.  Thus  prepared,  the  nozzle  in  passed  througb 
the  OS,  until  one-half  is  in  the  cavit;  of  the  utems;  it  is  then 
held  in  position  while  water  is  pumped  into  the  condoms  until 
the  requisite  umount  of  distension  is  reached.  It  has  the  ad- 
vantage over  other  ul^riue  dilators  that  it  is  easier  to  introduce, 
while  its  distensile  power  is  equally  great. 

Tenth.  As  a  means  of  applying  ice  to  the  rectum. 

Eleventh.  As  a  means  of  arresting  hemorrhage  from  the  rcc- 
tnm,  the  condom  and  syringe  are  uat'A  just  as  the  springe  and 
balloon  are  for  the  arrest  of  uterine  heiuorrhii^e. 

Twelfth.  As  a  rectal  stricture  dilator.  Whenever  we  wish  to 
improvise  a  dilator,  either  for  the  gradual  dilatation  or  forcible 
rupture  of  rectal  stricture,  we  pass  half  a  dozen  condoms  one 
into  the  other,  and  fasten  them  over  the  female  nozzle,  pulling 
thtm  lengthwise,  so  as  to  cause  them  to  lay  close  to  the  nozzle. 
It  is  best  in  such  cases  to  perforate  the  syringe  nozzle  midway 
between  the  point  and  the  screw  end.  If  this  be  neglected,  diffi- 
culty will  sometimes  be  found  to  the  entrance  of  water  into  the 
condom,  on  account  of  closure  of  the  end  of  the  nozzle  by  the 
tense  rubber  drawn  over  its  point.  The  dilator  thus  prepared  is 
passed  half  way  through  the  stricture,  and  gradually  filled  with 
water,  until  the  stricture  is  sufficiently  dilated  or  forcibly  rup- 
tured, If  the  condoms,  as  soon  as  they  begin  to  fill,  should  sUp 
through  the  atricture,  up  the  bowel,  as  they  often  will  do  if  th& 
stiicture  is  within  an  inch  or  two  of  the  nuus,  we  can  continue  to 
till  them,  and  as  soon  as  they  attain  the  size  of  a  large  man's 
vrrist,  we  can  jiull  them  through  the  stricture,  and  dilate  it  by 
this  means  eqtiiillj  as  well  as  if  they  had  remained  in  situ.  The 
sphincter  ani  can  be  over  distended  and  paralyzed  by  the  same 
method. 

Tliirteenth.  As  a  mi.'unB  of  constant  pressure  for  the  cure  of 
orchitis,  the  condom  is  slij^d  over  the  swollen  testicle,  and. 
allowed  lo  remain  until  the  cure  is  effected.  For  this  suggestion 
I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Black,  of  Port  Wayne,  Ind.  (See  Amencan 
Medical  Weekly,  Sept.  5th,  1S74)  His  method  of  applying  it  is 
by  folding  the  condom  bock  upon  itself,  after  the  manner  of  the 
invei-ted  finger  of  a  glove,  and  turning  it  over  the  indamed  tes- 
ticle just  as  a  tight  sock  is  turned  on  the  foot  But  by  whatever 
method  you  try  to  put  it  on  you  will  find  it  difficult 

Fourteenth.  As  a  syringe  the  condom  is  first  filled  with  water 


b,Coo*^lc 


OUH  EXCJIASQES.  245 

And  a  reeij  tied  into  the  moutb  of  it.     We  thaB  bare  a  syringe 
after  the  old  style  reed,  and  pig's  bladder. 

Fifteenth.  The  syringe  and  condoms,  prepared  as  for  dilnting 
rectal  stricture,  can  be  used  for  dilating  the  wound  made  in 
median  or  lateral  lithotomy,  or  instead  of  Dolbeau's  dilator,  iu 
<;aaes  of  perineal  lithotrity. 

Opivm  Istoxication. — Dr.  Joseph  Fan-ieh  says: 

To  relieve  the  symptoms  it  is  desirable  to  avoid  the  shock,  as 
it  is  desirable  to  avoid  it  in  surgical  operations. 

For  this  purpose  the  practitioner  should  immediately  reduce 
the  accustomed  supply  to  the  minimum  dose  which  will  meet  this 
condition. 

When  the  minimum  is  reached,  the  suffering  of  the  patient 
begins,  and  then  the  practice  should  be  to  give  tone  to  the  nerv- 
oua  system,  as  the  opium  etiniulns  is  withdrawn.  The  reduction 
should  be  in  minute  quantities,  and  the  tonic  doses  full  and  per- 
sistent. , 

The  moral  sentiment,  the  confidence  and  courage  of  the  pa- 
tient, should  at  all  times  be  kept  up  to  the  attainable  degree. 

Thb  Labobeb  is  Worthy  of  his  Hibe. — Your  committee  would 
be  remise  in  duty  not  to  have  invited  your  serious  attention  to 
the  general  and  lamentable  inability  of  physicians  to  collect  their 
fees,  especially  in  our  sparsely  settled  rural  districts.  That  r»- 
form  is  imperatively  demanded  in  this  matter  of  life-blood — of 
just  remuneration  for  professional  services — is  so  evident  to  all 
that  to  state  the  fact  is  but  to  prove  it.  "  We  cannot  collect  our 
bills"  is  more  than  ever  the  universal,  depressing  and  almost  de- 
spairing cry  of  country  physicians.  This  complaint  not  only 
comes  from  the  "  bard  times,"  now  so  pinching  to  all  classes  and 
occupations,  but  it  is  based  mainly  upon  the  depraoUy  of  the  linies, 
as  connected  with  the  proverbial  ingratitude  of  the  pubhc  to 
physicians,  and  the  well-known  disposition  of  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  patients  not  to  pay  the  doctor.  This  inability,  since  the 
war,  of  physicians  to  collect  their  bills  does  not  originate  from 
financial  inability  of  our  patients  to  pay,  poor  though  so  many 
of  them  are,  but  it  arises  from  the  prevailing  demoralization  in 
regard  to  obligations  to  pay  just  debts,  and  to  the  advantages 
■which  so  many  mean  men  take  of  the  shield  of  the  homestead 
exemption  law.    Herein  exists  additional  demand  for  the  unioB 
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of  the  profeasioQ  everywhere,  in  order  that,  while  doing  jnetioe 
to  ooT  p&tieQt«,  we  may  receive  jnetice,  aocl  ooroelTes  and  fami- 
lies be  eaved  from  extreme  want  and  poverty.  The  operatioa  of 
canaes  thne  allnded  to  baa  entailed  and  is  entailing  upon  the 
profession  an  overwhelming  load  of  poverty,  with  its  attendant 
anxiety  and  distress. 

The  picture  presented  is  correct,  except  that  it  is  not  fall 
enough.  The  sad  condition  on  these  vital  points  presents  an  in- 
exorable demand  for  improvement  and  reform.  With  the  broad 
fact  staring  as  in  the  face  that  swindlers  and  dish<»ie8t  debtors 
pray  and  impose  upon  our  liberal  and  humane  profession  far 
more  than  npon  any  other  class  or  calling,  it  is  our  high  daty  to 
appeal  to  our  brethren  in  every  section  of  North  Carolina  to 
arouse  from  their  lethargy,  and  meet  the  emergencies  now  upon 
ua.  To  hesitate  is  to  doom  the  profession  to  a  still  sadder  fate, 
and  to  drive  a  yet  larger  number  of  our  brightest  minds  and 
noblest  members  to  other  pursuits  for  a  living. — Eastern  Medical 
Asso.,  N.  G. 

Tbavxlino  HiHHOCKS  FOR  Intauds. — A  novel  method  for  the 
conveyance  of  invahds  by  railway  was  tried  last  week  with  very 
great  success.  The  patient,  who  had  been  treated  in  the  West- 
minster Hospital  for  a  severe  burn,  was  conveyed  by  rail  from 
the  Victoria  Station  to  Margate  in  one  of  Seydel's  hammocks. 
The  hammock  was  slung  in  a  parcel  van,  (ba^^age  car)  which, 
on  application,  had  been  considerately  lent  by  the  managers  of 
the  Ijondon,  Chi^tham  &  Dover  Railway;  and  although  the  jour- 
ney occupied  nearly  three  hours,  it  proved  perfectly  painless,  t^ 
patient  experiencing  neither  jar  nor  jolt  in  the  transit  This 
hammock-traveling  possess  so  many  advantages  for  invalids  that 
its  farther  development  may  be  fairly  expected.  The  railway 
companies  would  find  it  to  their  interest  to  provide  the  necessary 
accommodation  for  slinging;  and  there  would  be  many  wlhrse 
methods  of  accomplishing  a  long  night  journey  to  Scotland,  for 
instance,  both  for  healthy  persons  and  invalids,  than  swinging 
comfortably  in  a  hammock,  exempt  from  all  the  jerks  and  twists 
and  jolts  inseparable  from  a  jommey  by  railway  at  present  ex- 
press pace. — Medical  Times  and  Qazelte,  May  29, 

Wbi  is  a  physician  better  taken  care  of  than  his  patients?' 
Because,  when  he  goes  to  bed,  somebody  is  sure  to  rap  him  up. 
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Treatkekt  oy  Accte  l>TgB)JTEE7. — Dr.  J.  R  CuBhing,  of  Texasr 
suggests,  in  Chicago  Medical  Journal,  the  following: 

^. — MogneBim  Snlphatie ^j. 

Tinct  Opii, .3). 

Aqnse, ^vj. 

M.  Sig,   Tablespoonful  every  half  hour  ontil  it  acts.     Cold 
cloths  to  perinetim,  aad  cloth  satnrated  with  the  following  recipe 
kept  constantly  applied  to  the  abdomen. 
^. — Aqnse  Ammonise. 

OL  Sassafras, &a.  Iss. 

Tinot  Opii. 

Tinct.  Arnicfe, aa.  Sj. 

01.  Olivse. 

01.  Kerosene,  aa.  ^ij. 

Misce. 

After  the  action  of  the  salts,  snbBtitat^  the  following  formula: 

5. — Creasoti gtt  xx. 

Acidi  Acetici, gti  xl. 

Morph.  Sulphatis, g'-^i- 

AqoEe, ^ij. 

Misce. 

Sig.  Teaspoonfal  every  two  hours  nntil  relinked. 


§tliU00raphlal. 


A  Bbi>obt  of  the  Hxoiene  of  tiie  United  States  Army,  with  De- 
scriptions of  Military  Posts.  Circular  No.  8.  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral's Office,  Washington ;  1875;  qoarto;  paper;  pp.  667- 

Mbdicu.  Avdkessbs.  B;  Becjnmfn  Eddy  Cotting,  A.U..  U.D.,  Barvaid, 
Presideiit  HassashaBetts  Medical  Society,  etc,  Boston:  I)aTid  Clapp  & 
Son:  1876;  ISmo.;  paper;  pp.  133. 

This  pamphlet  consists  of  three  separate  essays,  viz:  Nature 
in  Disease;  Disease,  a  part  of  the  plan  of  creation:  and  My  First 
Question  as  a  medical  student — i^  solution  a  sure  basis  for  Bo- 
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tional  TherapeaticB.  The  writer  treats  bie  subjects  in  a  similar 
vein  witb  Nature  and  Art  in  Disease,  by  Sir  John  Forbes.  He 
deprecates  the  poly-pharmac;  of  the  present  day.  He  would 
study  the  natural  history  of  disease.  He  would  ascertain  rigidly 
the  real  place  of  medicinea  in  the  alleviation  and  cure  of  disease, 
and  restrict  their  use  within  proper  limits.  The  pamphlet  fam- 
ishes pleasant  and  useful  reading,  and  may  well  form  the  basis 
of  deep  and  profitable  reflection  to  the  medical  men  of  our  times. 

A  CuNICiL  CnSTBlBCnoN  TO  THE  TBBATMEHT  op  TpBiL  PHEONiSCY.      Bj  T, 

aUlJard  Ihomaa,  M.D.     New  York;  1S75.     Paajphlat;  pp.  11. 

la  this  very  remarkable  case  Prof.  Thomas  opened  with  the 
galvauo-caustic  knifs'the  cyst  situated  to  the  left  of  the  uterus, 
and  extracted  the  foetus,  measuring  six  and  a  half  inches  in  length. 
The  placenta  was  bnt  partially  removed,  when  severe  hemorrhage 
compelled  the  use  of  per  sulphate  of  iron  and  the  tampon.  The 
patient  made  a  good  recovery. 

Os  Spasmodic  Ukethral  STBicTUKii.  By  F.  N.  Otis,  M.D.,  Clinical 
Professor  of  Genito-TJrinary  Diseases,  College  Physicians  and 
Surgeons.     New  York;  1875.     Pamphlet;  pp.  15. 

Kelations  of  Ophthalmia  to  Practical  Medicine.  By  William 
Thompson,  M.D.  Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott  <t  Co.;  1875. 
Pamphlet;  pp.  27. 

Cooper's  Dictiosaby  of  Practical  Surgery  and  Encyclopcedia  of 
Surgical  Science:  a  review  by  Paul  F,  Eve,  M.D,  Nashville, 
Teun.     Pamphlet;  pp.  12. 

Injections  of  Tiscti;be  of  Iodine  into  the  Cavity  of  the  Utems  in 
Hemorrhage  after  Delivery.  By  James  M.  Trask,  M.D.  New 
York:     Wm.  Wood  &  Co.;  1875.    Pamphlet;  pp.  15. 

Annual  R^bt  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  City  of  Pittsburgh 
for  the  year  1874.     Pittsburgh,  Penn.;  1875.     Octavo;  cloth; 

pp.  127. 

FoDRTEENTH  Anncal  Bepobt  of  the  Cincinnati  Hospital  for  1871. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio;  1875.     Pamphlet;  pp.  56. 
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(Apropos  to  tbo  matter  of  iliaguostic  errors,  w«  have  received 
the  following  poom  from  its  author,  who  aeka  that  he  be  allowed 
to  remain  incognito. — Editor.) 

A  MEDICAL  LKGEXIi. 

On  the  b&uks  of  UndssD  Eivar 
^  Tbere  dwell  n  Ki^h  Dntcli  ductor, 

Of  bome-made  polious,  powders,  pills. 
A  fociODS  old  CI 


To  him  the  aick  tioia  far  aad  uear 

In  diilj  crowds  did  come,  v 

And  by  his  skill  nnd  bonio-oinde  drAughtii 

He  made  a  pretty  iilnm. 
One  day  a  messitge  came  in  haBte, 

To  visit  Nnnoy  Bell,' 
Who  did  aot  waste  awny  at  all. 

And  yet  was  far  trom  well. 
She  was  a  mnidea  of  eighteen, 

Of  flgaie  lithe  and  tall, 
Id  great  raqnest  by  all  the  bsaux 

At  every  ooimtry  ball 
Not  only  was  her  fignre  fine, 

But  she  WAS  woDdroDS  fair. 
And  in  the  mazes  of  the  dance 

Uej:  grace  was  something  rare. 
Bnt  now  she  drooped  and  moped  all  day. 

Although  her  bodily  vigor  v 

Did  not  perceptibly  decrease,        ' 

Per  contm,  she  giev  bigger. 
The  doctor  felt  iiis  p.ttient's  pnlse, 

And  looked  npon  her  touK^e. 
ADd  felt  great  interent  in  her  cue, 

lihe  was  so  lair  and  yonng. 
And  when  her  anxions  pareols  plied 

Their  qnestions  on  the  case, 
The  learned  doctor  answered  them 

With  wise  and  serious  face: 
"Pray  have  no  fear,"  he  mildly  said, 

' '  Nor  let  the  name  alarm  you ; 
'Tis  dropsy,  which  I  can  remove 

Ho  qnickly  it  will  charm  yon. 
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"  I  tun  no  spMJftlist  liks  Homa, 
Who,  being  nanov-muidcd, 
Profess  great  akill  in  little  things, 
B;  wbich  folks  oft  are  blinded. 

"  Bat  tlio'  anpreme  o'er  all  complaints, 
I  mle  with  tikill  Ihnt  none  feara, 
Yet  when  it  comes  to  dropsy,  than 
I  distance  all  m;  oompcen. 

"  Some  doctors  lap,  tbey  know  no  better; 
'Tis  A  coarse  and  borbaroos  uoUon; 
I  scorn  such  tnde  mechanic  art, 
With  mj  nnfiiiUng  potion. 

' '  Just  let  ;oar  daughter  doly  take 

The  medicine  I  shall  send. 

And  then  yon  need  retain  no  fear. 

Bat  she  will  quickly  nien±" 

Bnt  though  the  medicine  ahs  look. 

She  grew  no  better  fast, 
And  Mth  in  doctor's  promises 

Began  to  £til  at  last. 

At  length  one  night  the  crisis  came; 

Nancy  was  awfol  sick, 
Bnt  in  the  morning  she  vas  veil — 

They  called  that  dropsy  Dies. 

Tbb  State  Boabd  of  Hkaltb  of  G^rgia  baa  been  organizef 
during  the  past  month,  and  measures  taken  to  pat  the  law  creat- 
ing the  board  into  vigorons  operation.  For  the  information  of 
onr  readers  we  republish  the  law,  and  also  the  constitution  and 
organization  of  the  board,  the  several  committees,  etc. 

An  Ad  to  create  a  Stale  Board  of  Beallk  for  the  protection  of  life 
and  health,  and  to  prevent  the  spread  of  diaeaaes  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Section  I,  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  Georgia  do 
enact.  That  within  ninety  days  after  the  passage  of  this  Act,  the 
Oovemor  shall  appoint  nine  physicians,  of  skill  and  experience 
who  shall  have  been  regular  graduates  of  medicine,  and  practi- 
tioners of  not  less  than  ten  years,  one  from  each  Cougresaional 
District  in  ttie  State,  who,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  Sanitary 
Commissioners  for  the  said  Districts,  and  the  said  Sanitary  Com- 
missioners, together  with  the  Comptroller  Cteneral  and  Attorney 
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Qemeral  and  State  Geologist,  shall  constitute  a  Board  of  Healtb, 
to  be  called  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  five 
members  of  which,  at  auy  regularly  called  or  adjourned  meeting, 
shall  constitate  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  bnsineBS. 

Sbc.  IL  Beit  further  enaded.  That  the  said  nine  physicians, 
so  appointed,  shall  hold  ofSce  as  saoh  Sanitary  Commissioners, 
respectively,  for  the  terms  following,  namely:  Three  for  two  years, 
three  for  four  years,  and  three  for  six  yeare,  and  until  their  sue* 
ceesors  are  appointed  and  qualified.  After  the  appointment  of 
said  nine  physicians  as  aforesaid,  they  shall  meet  in  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  State,  upon  notice  from  him  of  the  day  of  meeting, 
and  fihall  proceed,  under  his  direction,  to  determine  by  lot  which 
of  them  shall  hold  for  the  respectiTe  terms  of  two,  four  and  six 
years,  the  said  office  of  Sanitary  CommisaionerB.  Immediately, 
and  before  entering  ai>on  the  duties  of  the  office,  they  shall  take 
the  oath  prescribed  for  State  officers  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
State,  and  shall  file  the  same  in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State, 
who,  upon  receiving  the  said  oath  of  offioe,  shall  issue  to  each  of 
^said  CommiseionerB  a  certificate  of  appointment  for  his  respective 
term  of  office,  so  determined  as  aforesaid;  upon  reoeiving  which 
they  shall  severally  be  and  become  Sanitary  Commissioners,  and 
shall  possess  and  exercise  the  powers,  and  perform  the  duties  of 
said  Board,  a8  defined  in  this  aci 

Sec,  ill  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  term  of  office  of  said 
Sanitary  Commissioners,  aftw  the  expiration  of  the  terms  afore- 
said, shall  be  six  years,  and  they  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Sovemer.  Any  vacancies  that  may  oocur,  by  reason  of  death, 
removal  from  office  or  otherwise,  shall  be  filled  in  like  manner. 

Seo.  rV.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  immediately  after  the  nine 
appointed  Sanitary  Commissioners  shall  have  taken  the  oath  of 
office  as  above  provided,  they  shall  meet  with  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, the  Comptroller  General  and  the  State  Geologist,  and  or- 
ganize as  a  Board  of  Heath,  by  electing  one  of  said  Board  to  be 
President,  and  by  appointing  a  proper  person,  who  shall  be  a 
physician,  to  be  Secretary  of  said  Board,  and  the  successive  Pres- 
idents of  said  Board  of  Health  shall  be  annually  elected  by  said 
Board  from  the  members  thereof.  The  Secretary  shall  continue 
is  office,  as  such,  until  removed,  by  the  election  of  a  successor,  or 
otherwise,  and  shall  be  executive  officer  of  said  Board,  and  shall 
receive  an  annual  salary  not  to  exceed  one  thousand  dollars.  The 
Sanitary  Commissioners  shall  receive  no  salary;  but  the  actual 


b,Coo*^lc 


252  ATLANTA  MEDICAL  AXD  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

personal  expeneeB  of  any  member,  while  engaged  in  the  duties  of 
the  Board,  shall  be  allowed  aud  paiiL 

Sec.  V.  Be  it  further  enar/t^d.  That  said  Board  shall  take  cogn- 
izance of  the  interest  of  health  and  life  among  the  people  of  the 
State;  they  shall  make  inquiries  in  respect  to  the  causes  of  dis- 
eases, and  especially  of  epidemics,  and  investigate  the  sources  of 
mortality,  and  the  eflfeets  of  localities,  employments,  aud  other 
conditions  upon  the  public  health. 

Se.).  VI.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
"Board  to  obtain,  collect  and  presorfe  such  information  relating 
to  deaths,  diseases  and  health  as  may  be  useful  in  the  discharge 
of  its  duties,  and  contribute  to  the  promotion  of  health,  or  the 
security  of  lite  in  the  State  of  Georgia;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  all  health  officers,  and  Boards  of  Health  in  the  State,  to  com- 
municate to  said  State  Board  of  Health  copies  of  all  their  reports 
and  publicaliona;  also  such  sanitary  information  as  may  be  use- 
ful; and  said  Board  shall  keep  record  of  all  its  acts  and  proceed- 
ings as  a  Board;  aud  it  shall  promptly  cause  all  proper  informa- 
tion in  possession  of  said  Board  to  be  sent  to  the  local  health 
authorities  of  any  city,  village  or  town  in  the  State  which  may 
request  the  same,  and  shall  add  thereto  such  useful  suggestions 
OS  the  experience  of  said  Board  may  supply;  and  it  is  hereby 
made  the  duty  of  said  health  authorities  to  supply  like  informa- 
tion and  suggestions  to  said  State  Board  of  Health;  and  said 
State  Board  of  Health  is  authorized  to  require  reports  and  infor- 
mation (at  such  times,  and  of  such  facts,  and  generally  of  soch 
nature  and  extent,  relating  to  the  safety  of  life  and  the  promotion 
«f  health,  as  its  by-laws  or  rules  moy  provide,)  from  all  pnblic 
dispensaries,  hospitals,  asylums,  prisons  aud  schools,  from  the 
managers,  principals  and  officers  thereof;  and  from  all  other  pub- 
lic institutions,  their  officers  and  managers,  and  from  the  propri- 
etors, managers  and  lessees  aud  occupants  of  all  places  of  pnblic 
resort  in  the  State;  but  such  reports  and  information  shall  only 
be  required  concerning  matt«rB  or  particulars  in  respect  of  which 
it  may,  in  its  opinion,  need  information  for  the  proper  discharge 
-of  its  duties.  Said  Board  shall,  when  requested  by  pnblic  au- 
thorities, ot  when  they  deem  it  best,  advise  officers  of  the  State, 
county  or  local  governments  in  regard  to  sanitary  drainage,  and 
the  location,  drainage,  ventilation  and  sanitary  provisions  of  on/ 
public  institution,  building  or  pnblic  place. 

Sec.  VII.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
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the  State  Board  to  give  all  information  tbat  may  rsasonabl;  be' 
requested  concerning  any  threateaed  danger  to  the  public  health 
to  the  health  officers  of  the  ports  of  Savannah,  Darien,  Brunswick 
and  St.  Marys,  and  to  the  Commissioners  of  Quarantine  of  said 
portH,  and  all  other  sanitary  authorities  in  the  State  who  shall 
gire  the  like  information  to  said  Boaid;  and  said  Board  and  said 
officers,  said  Qqarantine  Commissioners,  and  said  sanitary  author- 
ities shall,  as  far  as  legal  and  practicable,  co-op*rate  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  diseases,  and  for  the  protection  of  life  and  the  pro- 
motion of  health  within  the  sphere  of  their  respective  duties. 

Sec.  VIIL  Be  il  further  enacted,  Tbat  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  State  Board  to  have  the  general  supervision  of  the  State  sys- 
tem of  registration  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths.  The  said 
Board  shall  recommend  such  forms  and  amendments  of  law  as 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  necesBury  for  the  thorough  organization 
and  efficiency  of  registration  of  vital  statistics  throughout  the 
State.  The  Secretaiy  of  said  Board  shall  be  the  Superintendent 
of  Registration  of  Vital  Statistics,  as  supermed  by  said  Board. 
The  clerical  duties  and  safe  keeping  of  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Sta- 
tistics thus  created,  shall  be  provided  for  by  the  Comptroller 
Oeneral  of  the  State,  who  shall  also  provide  and  furnish  such 
apartments  and  stationery  as  said  Board  shall  require  in  the  dis- 
charge of  its  duties. 

Sko.  IX.  Be  U  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
said  Board,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  December  in  each 
year,  to  make  a  report  in  writing  to  the  Governor  of  this  State, 
who  shall  lay  the  same  before  the  next  General  Assembly  there- 
after, upon  the  vital  statistics  and  the  sanitary  condition  and 
prospects  of  the  State;  and  such  report  shall  set  forth  the  action 
of  said  Board,  of  its  officers  and  agents,  and  the  names  thereof 
for  the  past  year,  and  may  contain  other  useful  information,  and 
shall  suggest  any  further  legislative  action  or  precaution  deemed 
])roper  for  the  better  protection  of  life  and  health. 

Sec.  X.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  Board  shall  meet  at 
least  every  twelve  months,  and  may  also  hold  special  meetings  as 
frequently  as  the  proper  discharge  of  its  duties  shall  require,  the 
same  to  be  convened  by  order  of  the  President,  and  the  rules  or 
by-laws  shall  provide  for  the  giving  of  proper  notice  of  all  such 
meetings  to  the  members  of  the  Board. 

Sec.  XI.  Jie  it  further  enacted,  That  all  physicians  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  in  this  State  shall  be  required,  under  penalty  of 
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ten  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  kuj  Court  of  competent  jnrisdic- 
tion  in  the  State,  at  the  suit  of  the  Ordinarr,  (the  amoant  so 
recovered  to  be  appropriated  to  a  special  fand  for  the  canjing 
out  of  the  objects  of  this  law,)  to  report  to  the  Ordinary,  in  the 
forma  to  be  provided,  all  deaths  and  births  which  ma;  come  un- 
der his  sapervision,  with  a  certificate  of  the  canse  of  death,  etc 

Sbo.  Xn.  Be  it  farther  enacted.  That  where  any  birth  or  death 
shall  take  place,  no  phjeiciaQ  being  in  attendance,  the  same  shall 
be  reported  to  the  Ordinary,  with  the  sappoaed  cause  of  death, 
by  the  parents,  or,  if  none,  by  the  next  of  kin,  under  penalty  of 
ten  dollars,  at  the  suit  at  the  Ordinary,  as  provided  in  section  11 
of  this  Act 

Sec  SIII.  Be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  Coroners  of  the 
several  counties  shall  be  required  to  report  to  the  Ordinary  all 
cosea  of  deaths  which  may  come  under  their  supervision,  with 
the  cause  and  mode  of  death,  etc.,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  dol- 
lars, the  same  to  be  recovered,  and  the  proceeds  applied  as  in 
section  11  of  this  Act., 

Sec.  XIV.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Ordinaries  of  the 
several  counties  in  the  State  shall  be  required  to  keep  separate 
books  to  record  all  births,  marriages  and  deaths  which  may  take 
place  in  their  counties.  Said  books  shall  always  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  public  without  fee.  And  the  said  Ordinaries 
shall  be  required  to  render  a  fall  and  complete  report  of  all  such 
births,  marriages  and  deaths  to  the  Secretary  of  the  said  Board 
of  Health,  at  ench  time  or  times  as  the  said  Board  may  direct. 

Sec,  XV.  Be  U  furtlier  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  said  Board  of  Health  to  prepare  such  forms  for  reports  of 
deaths  and  births  as  they  may  deem  proper,  the  said  forme  to  be 
furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  said  Board  to  the  Ordinaries  of  the 
several  counties,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  distribute  them  to  such 
persons  as  are  required  by  this  Act  to  make  such  reports. 

Sec  XVI.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  aam  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred doUara  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act, 
to  be  drawn  by  the  warrant  of  the  Governor,  aa  occasion  may 
require,  upon  proper  certificate  and  vouchers  of  the  said  Board. 

Sec  XVn.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing  in  this  Act 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  be  in  confiict  with  the  two  exist- 
ing Medical  Boards  of  the  State  of  Georgia.        ' 

Sbo.  XVm.  Repeals  conflicting  laws. 

Approved  February  25, 1875. 

Do,l,.cdbyGoOglc 
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OBO&NtZATrON  STATE  BOARD  OT  HEALTH  OF  OEORQIA. 

President — J.  Q.  Thomas,  M.D.,  Savannah. 

Secretabt— V.  H.  Taliaferro,  M.D.,  Atianta. 

BoABD— J.  G.  Thomas,  M.D.,  Savaanab;  George  F.  Cooper, 
1I.I>.,  Americas;  Benjamin  M.  Oromwell,  M.X).,  Albany;  F.  A. 
Stanford,  M.D.,  Colambns;  C.  6.  Nottingham,  M.D.,  Macon;  H. 
H.  Carlton,  M.D.,  Athena;  G.  W.  HoUnes,  M.D.,  Bome;  J.  P.  Lo- 
gan, M.b.,  Atlanta;  Henr;  F.  Campbell,  M.D.,  Angnsta;  the 
Comptroller  General  ex<ofScio;  the  Attorney  General  ez-officio; 
the  State  Geoli^t  ez-officio. 

BTANDIKG  COMMITTEES. 

Finance — Logan,  Carlton  aad  Comptroller  General. 

Statiohebt  ahd  Pkiktino — Logan,  Comptroller  General  and 
and  State  Geologist 

Leoiblation — Attorney  General,  Campbell,  Nottingham,  Stan- 
ford and  Holmes. 

pRUDBNTiAL — Logan,  Comptroller  General  and  Attorney  Gen- 
eral. 

Endemic,  Epidemic  and  Cohtaqious  Diseabes — Campbell,  Not- 
tingham and  Cromwell. 

HtotEKE  OF  ScBoou,  Prisoxs  AND  PuRLic  iNBTiTUTtoiTS — Not- 
tingham, Stanford  and  Cooper. 

Geoloov,  Topoorapht,  Etc. — State  Geologist,  Holmes  and 
Cooper, 

Pribohs  and  Special  Sourcbb  op  Danger  to  Life  and  Health — 
Stanford,  Logan  and  Cooper. 

At  the  recent  meeUng  of  the  Board  the  following  preamble 
and  resolations  were  adopted:  . 

Whereas,  This  body  is  fally  impressed  with  the  great  diffi- 
culty as  well  08  the  paramount  importance  and  weighty  respon- 
sibility of.  their  relations  to  the  public;  And  'N\'h£beas,  They 
clearly  recognize  the  great  value  and  assistance  of  thonghtftil 
enggestions  as  promotive  of  the  benevolent  ends  for  which  the 
Board  bos  been  inangnrated: 

Seaotved,  That  we  cordially  invite  members  of  the  medical 
profession  and  other  scientific  men  to  commnnicate  freely  with 
ns,  throogb  the  Secretary,  on  any  and  all  subjects  pertaining  to 
the  pablic  health,  and  that  we  assore  tl^em  and  all  pnblic-spirited 
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people,  whether  of  scientific  pretensions  or  not,  that  such  useful 
suggestions  will  ever  meet  the  most  respectful  and  thankful  con- 
eitleration. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  bo  furnished  the  public  journals,  as 
an  imlication  of  the  wishen  of  this  Board. 

Honors  AccuutLATiNa. — Dr.  J.  O.  Thomas,  of  Savannah,  Qa., 
was  brought  forward  by  his  friends  last  fall  as  a  candidate  for 
the  State  Legislature,  and  was  elected  bj  a  handsome  majority. 
At  the  winter  session  he  took  his  seat  in  the  House,  and  soon 
showed  himself  to  be  an  able  representative  of  his  constituency  as 
well  as  of  the  medical  profession.  By  his  influence  and  exertions 
a  law  was  passed,  which  we  give  to  our  readers,  establishing  & 
State  Board  of  Health.  At  the  AprU  meeting  of  the  Medical 
Association  of  Georgia  Dr.  Thomas  was  made  its  president  for 
the  ensuing  year.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  Health  Board 
in  June  he  was  elected  to  the  presiduncy  of  that  body,  and  now 
the  newspapers  bring  forward  his  name  as  a  candidate  for  the 
next  governorship  of  Georgia.  Truly  do  the  honors  thicken 
around  him. 

It  is  pbopohed  to  erect  at  Hartford  a  bronze  statue  and  mon- 
ument to  commemorate  Horace  Wells  as  the  discoverer  of  ameB- 
thesia.  Those  who  desire  to  make  contributions  to  this  object 
should  remit  to  Dr.  G.  W.  Russell,  Treasurer,  Hartford,  Conn. 

The  Nashville  Medical  amd  Suboical  Jouunal  for  June  brings 
us  intelligence  of  the  retirement  of  the  senior  editor.  Dr.  William 
K.  Boiling,  who  founded  that  Journal  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago, 
and  has  so  long  and  so  ably  sustained  it  by  his  pen,  which,  though 
caustic  and  tpenchant  at  times,  is  always  ready  and  vigorous.  We 
wish  for  him  in  his  retirement  all  the  peaceful  and  quiet  enjoy- 
ment of  life  which  ought  to  reward  the  long  years  of  past  journ- 
alistic labor  and  vexation. 

Tbe  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  has  passed 
into  the  hands  of  new  publishers— rMessrs.  Seymour  &  Stevens, 
96  and  98  Commerce  Street,  New  Orleans.  It  is  very  ably  edited 
by  Dr.  Samuel  M.  Bemiss,  and  deserves  a  much  move  Uberal 
patronage  than  it  has  as  yet  received  at  the  hands  of  the  profes- 
sion of  the  country.     It  is  issued  hl-monthly  at  $5  per  year. 
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MEMBRANOUS  DYSMENORRHCEA. 

Bt  ROBERT  BATTEY,  M,D.,  Atusta,  Oa. 
S«nJ  bffore  the  Actdaay  of  Medicine  Junr  20fb,  1ST5. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  I  presented  to  the  Academy  a  few 
weeks  ago  an  entire  cast  of  the  aterioe  cavity,  which  I  believed 
to  be  a  true  djameDorrhoeal  membrane,  bat  which  had  been  so 
long  macerated  in  water  as  to  render  it  unfit  for  microscopical 
examination,  as  reported  by  Dr.  Balrd,  to  whom  the  specimen 
was  referred.  More  recently  I  have  procured  another  specimen 
from  the  same  patient,  which,  however,  is  broken  into  fragments, 
and  it  has  been  put  into  the  hands  of  Prs.  Baird  and  Simpson 
for  examination  and  report.  I  now  propose  to  give  a  brief  his- 
tory of  the  case,  and  indulge  in  some  scattered  remarks  touchji)^ 
the  general  subject  of  membranous  dysmenorrhcea. 

Miss.  Jenny,  a  single  lady,  aged  thirty,  began  her  menstrual 
life  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  For  six  years  past  she  has  been  a  mar- 
tyr to  dysmenorrhtea,  and  has  passed  at  every  period  a  djsmen- 
orrhoeal  membrane,  usually  whole,  as  a  distinct  cast  of  the  uter- 
ine cavity,  being  hollow  within  and  presenting  the  three  openings, 
one  for  the  os  and  two  for  the  fallopian  tubes.  This  membrane 
is  passed  after  great  and  prolonged  uterine  pain.  Occasionally, 
but  rarely,  the  membrane  is  discharged  in  pieces,  as  upon  the 
last  occasion,  and  the  pain  is  then  greatly  lessened  in  degi'ee,  or 
may  be  comparatively  absent. 

For  twelve  months  past  she  has  been  under  my  observation, 
Vol.  sni.— No.  5.-17. 
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and  for  the  greater  part  auder  my  profcsaional  care.  She  has 
been  treated  by  sponge  tents  and  intra-nterine  applications  of 
nitrate  of  silver,  carbolic  acid,  iodine,  etc.  The  nae  of  the  tent 
has  given  ^lex  marked  relief  of  pain,  b;  enlarging  the  cervical 
can^  just  before  the  periods  and  permitting  the  more  easy  pas- 
sage of  the  membranes,  but  no  inllaeace  whatever  has  been  ex- 
erted over  the  regular  monthly  formation  of  the  membrane.  Her 
general  health  is  so  broken  down  by  her  sufferings  that  she  has 
been  for  years  confined  to  the  house,  and  for  a  week  at  each 
period  to  her  bed.  Life  is  shorn  of  its  pleasures,  and  she  spends 
three  consecative  weeks  in  dread  contemplation  of  the  inevitable 
sufferings  of  the  fourth,  in  each  recurring  lonar  month.  'What 
is  to  be  done  for  her  relief? 

To  arrive  at  a  proper  understanding  of  this  form  of  disease  it 
is  important  first  to  determine  what  is  properly  meant  by  the 
term  membranous  dj'smenorrboaa.  Thomas  gives  us  a  definition 
which  seems  clear,  practical  and  satisfactory,  namely:  "This 
variety  of  dysmenorrhcea  consists  in  the  expulsion  of  organized 
material  from  the  uterine  cavity,  at  meDStmal  periods,  which  is 
found  upon  microscopical  examination  to  consist  of  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  uterus  itself.  This  may  consist  of  a  sac,  repre- 
senting the  triangular  cavity  of  the  body  of  the  uterus  with  its 
three  openings,  or  it  may  come  away  piecemeal  as  shreds  or  strips 
of  mucous  membrane."  To  determine  the  fact  that  it  is  the  true 
mucous  lining  or  endometrium,  it  is  of  course  necessary  that  the 
specimen  shall  present  the  proper  histological  characters.  If  we 
admit  under  the  term  dysmenorrboiat  membrane  every  stringy, 
or  fleshy,  or  fibrinous  mass  which  may  chance  to  pass  from  the 
uterus  at  a  menstrual  period,  we  shall  inevitably  be  led  into  the 
greatest  confusion,  e.g.,  it  is  a  familiar  fact  that  blood  clots  may 
be  retained  In  the  cavity  ol  the  uterus,  or  in  the  vaginal  cul-de- 
sac,  and,  becoming  washed  continuously  by  the  secretions  and 
deprived  in  great  part  of  red  globules,  assume  a  fleshy  or  mem- 
branous appearance  well  calculated  to  deceive  the  naked  eye. 

It  would  appear  from  the  dictum  of  authorities,  which  accords 
with  my  own  observation,  that  this  form  of  dysmenorrhoea  is  not 
of  frequent  occurrence.  Dr.  Gaillnrd  Thomas  states,  in  bis  last 
work,  that  he  has  encountered  it  but  five  times;  Barnes  regards 
it  as  very  uncommon  in  single  women;  Bjford  pronounces  it 
more  rare  than  other  forms  of  dysmenorrhcea;  Hewitt  speaks  of 
it  as  very  infrequent. 
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The  pathology  and  etiology  of  membranoas  dysmenorrhoea 
has  been  the  sabject  of  mnch  diBcussion  and  diversity  of  opinion, 
and  is  still  far  from  settled.  There  is,  however,  one  point  apon 
which  the  mind  of  the  pi-ofessioa  inay  be  said  to  be  fixed — i.e., 
the  uterine  cast  thrown  off  at  the  menstrnal  period  is  not  the 
fibrinooa  detritus  of  a  macerated  blood-dot — is  not  an  early 
abortion — is  not  a  diphtheritic  membranous  exudation  of  the 
endometrium — is  not  an  exfoliation  of  Tag:iQal  tissue,  but  is  the 
veritable  lining  of  the  uterine  cavity  itself. 

The  caoee  of  this  exfoliation  of  tbe  endometrium  is  still  a  mat- 
ter of  dispute.  Sir  James  Simpson,  who  gave  much  study  to  the 
subject  says:  "I  have  always  taught  that  we  have  here  to  do, 
not  with  an  inflammatory  exudation,  but  with  a  desquamation  or 
exfoliation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus;  and  the  proof 
that  such  is  the  case  is  irresistible.  For  if  you  examine  it,  par- 
ticularly when  it  iu  placed  in  water  and  unfolded,  you  will  find  it 
to  resemble,  in  every  respect,  the  early  decidua.  Like  the  decldua, 
it  is  a  shut  sac,  triangular  in  form,  rough  and  irregular  on  the 
outer  surface,  and  on  the  interior  smooth  and  of  a  cribriform  ap- 
pearance. It  possesses  the  complex  structure  of  the  mueous 
membrane  of  the  uterus,  containing  crypts  or  follicles  with  nu- 
cleated cells  or  vessels  intervening;  and  in  all  respects  corres- 
ponds to  tbe  mncons  membrane,  as  it  presents  itself  to  us  more 
especially  in  that  hypertrophied  condition  which  is  seen  in  tbe 
earlier  periods  of  pregnancy."  He  regai-ds  the  exfoliation  as 
essentially  non-infiammatory,  but  merely  an  exaggeration  of  a 
normal  condition,  or  an  exalted  degree  of  a  physiological  action. 
Scanzoni  attributes  the  phenomenon  to  "  a  considerable  hyper- 
asmia  of  tbe  walls  of  the  uterus,  which  is  followed  by  an  excess 
in  the  development  of  the  mucous  membrane."  Elob  says  that 
"  those  patholt^sts  were  not  far  from  tbe  truth  who  described 
such  cases  as  endometritis."  Some  have  gone  so  far  as  to  assert 
the  absolute  identity  of  this  membrane  with  the  decidua,  and  to 
claim  that  it  can  only  occur  in  the  subjects  of  married  life,  and 
as  the  product  of  conception.  Others  deny  this  assertion,  but, 
admitting  the  similarity,  use  the  term  "menstrual  decidua,"  and 
attribute  its  formation  to  an  abnormal  ovarian  influence.  We 
learn  from  Barnes  that  Courty  actually  extrantetl  with  forceps 
from  the  os  uteri  of  a  virgin  the  membrane  through  a  small  spec- 
ulum manipulated  so  as  not  to  break  down  the  hymen.     Whilst 
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membrFLDoas  dj-Bmenorrhcea  certaioly  occurs  most  frequently  in 
the  mnrried,  its  occurrence  likewise  in  rii^ins  caoDot  be  denied, 

TfiE  SiuiTOMS  of  the  disease,  as  presented  in  the  case  nnder 
consideration,  are  first,  intense  pain  in  tbe  hypogastrinm,  hips 
and  back,  commencing  shortly  after  tbe  first  show  of  the  menses; 
secondly,  arrest  of  the  flow  during  the  existence  of  these  pains, 
which  last  from  one  to  three  days;  thirdly,  discharge  of  the  mem- 
brane with  relief  to  the  pains  and  return  of  tbe  How,  which  be- 
comes excessive  and  lasts  for  eight  days  from  the  beginning.  The 
pain  suffered  is  often  excruciating;  it  is  expulsive  in  character. 
and  comparable  to  tbe  pains  of  abortion. 

Of  the  FuooNosis  of  this  disease  there  is  little  that  I  can  say 
from  my  own  observation  of  the  results  of  treatment.  Very  few 
cases  have  ever  passed  througli  my  hands,  and  I  have  thus  far 
nothing  encouraging  to  report  in  the  way  of  permanent  cure. 

Well  do  I  now  remember  when,  aftar  some  years  of  pharma- 
ceutical study  and  practice  at  tbe  disjieuBing  counter,  interspersed 
with  much  unprolitable  reading  of  patent  medicine  almanacs,  cir- 
cular, and  certificates  of  marvelous  cui'es,  when  I  came  forth 
from  tbe  portals  of  my  medical  ahna  mater  with  my  parchment 
roll  under  my  arm,  filled  to  luy  bumble  capacity  with  the  self- 
satisfying  lore  of  the  schools,  recounting  in  itdvance  the  long 
series  of  gloriouB  conquests  over  disease  atid  death  which  should 
marshall  the  way  to  future  fame  and  fortune.  What  a  hpppy 
day!  How  easy  tbe  problems  before  me!  "What  stupendous 
results  awaited  hie !  With  what  a  softened  and  compassionate 
heart  did  I  regard  my  seniors,  who  battled  disease  with  stores  of 
common  senst.'  and  long  experience,  but  who  lacked  the  essential 
palladium  from  the  sheep's  pelt!  How  simple  were  the  problems 
of  disease;  bi>w  lehistless  the  logic  of  the  materia  medica!  From 
that  day  to  this  my  profciisional  career  has  been  full  of  lessons 
of  distrust  of  drugs  itnd  reliance  upeu  good  sense,  as  the  hand- 
maid of  nature,  in  tliu  cure  of  disease. 

In  the  department  ul  gymecology,  too,  I  would  fain  make  con- 
fession of  my  shortcomings.  Formerly  the  speculum,  the  tent, 
tbe  nitrate  pencil  and  other  local  medicauts  possessed  a  talis- 
manic  power  over  intra-uterine  chronicities,  and  I  numbered  mv 
triumphant  cures  by  scores  and  scores,  amongst  whom  very  many 
were  either  deceived  like  myself,  or  willing  to  abet  my  own  self- 
deception  to  rid  themselves  of  an  irksome,  protracted  and  espen- 
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-aive  course  of  treatment.  Many,  doubtless,  beliered  themselves 
~to  be  cured  until  time,  tke  wise  schoolmaster,  undeceived  them. 
I  too  have  unlearned  in  the  school  of  experience  much  of  my 
former  knowledge  upon  this  subject,  and  find  myself  to-day  an 
humble  inquirer,  groping  my  way  darkly  in  the  midst  of  numer- 
ous much  vaunted  panaceas,  seeking  to  lay  hold  upon  some  hid- 
den truth,  upon  which  I  may  venture  to  place  a  foot  with  some 
.assurance  that  the  next  ebbing  of  the  tide  will  not  sneep  it  away 
from  me. 

Thomas  says  of  this  disorder:  "The  prognosis  is  extremely 
unfavorable."  Barnes  says:  "But  with  all  possible  care  we 
mnst  be  prepared  to  find  these  cases  rebellious  to  treatment  for 
along  time."  Byford  says:  "The  membranous  form  is  very 
difficult  of  cure,  and  can  seldom  be  accomplished  with  the  ordi- 
nary modes  of  treatment."  Hewitt  says:  "The  absolute  cure 
of  cases  coming  under  .this  category  is  a  problem  which  yet  re- 
quires solution,  and  the  fact  that  the  subjects  of  it  are  generally 
sterile,  and  not  unfrequentiy  extremely  desirous  of  children,  ren- 
ders this  question  additionally  interesting."  West  says:  "  When 
this  condition  hos  existed  for  years,  it  becomes,  I  (ear,  almost 
incurable."  Seanzoni  says:  "According  to  our  experience,  the 
least  favorable  cases  are  those  where  the  dysmenorrhcea  is  accom- 
panied with  the  expulsion  of  the  membranes  which  we  have  de- 
scribed, and  where  the  malady  is  due  partly,  perhaps,  to  the 
presence  of  these  membranes.  At  least,  in  such  like  cases,  we 
have  never  obtained  a  complete  cure;  others  claim  to  have  been 
more  successful." 

For  the  Tre.^tmext  of  the  disease  little  need  be  said.  The 
man^ement  of  the  paroxysm  is  palliative,  and  is  conducted  upon 
tbe  general  principles  which  obtain  in  other  forms  of  dysmenor- 
rhoea.  As  i-egards  the  curative  treatment,  I  find  no  evidence  of 
the  cure  of  the  disease  which  is  not  clouded  by  great  uncertainty 
in  regard  to  the  accuracy  of  the  differential  diagnosis,  and  the 
.malady  may  be  fairly  classed  amongst  the  opprobria  medicoram 
until  science  shall  have  shed  new  light  upon  it.  It  is  at  present, 
I  believe,  only  to  the  change  of  life  that  we  are  to  look  for  the 
«ure  of  true  membranous  dysmenorrboea;  whether  this  change 
of  life  be  effected  in  the  accustomed  order  of  nature,  or  by  art> 
in  the  operation  of  Normal  Ovariotomy. 
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OOLD,  DB7  AIS  AS  A  TEEBAPEUTIO  H£ASUBE  IN  THE 
TEEATHEHT  OF  FULH0KAE7  DISEASES. 

Bt  CHARLES  H.  BABRtS.  H.D..  or  C«um  Town.  Qi. 

It  is  ft  difficult  matter  to  introdace  a  new  sabject  of  import- 
ance aod  magnitade  to  an  edacated  class  without  being  prolix 
and  consuming  much  time  and  space.  I  will,  however,  make  this 
paper  as  short  as  circumstances  will  admit 

It  most  have  been  apparent  to  ever;  experienced  physician 
that  our  most  approved  plans  o(  treating  boUi  acute  and  chronic 
polmonary  diseases  frequently  fail.  Aa  yet  our  science  bos  con- 
tributed nothing,  in  a  positive  sense,  to  the  cure  of  phthisis, 
asthma,  and  many  of  the  forms  of  chronic  bronchitis.  The  idea 
of  medicine  has  given  plate  to  hygiene  and  dietetic  measures. 
Extending  our  observations  to  the  results  of  treatment  in  the 
acute  forms  of  pulmonary  disease,  we  discover  that  the  varioas 
plans  are  attended  with  uncertainty.  Usually  they  succeed,  but 
eometimes  fail,  and  occasionally  there  comes  along  an  epidemic 
which  sweeps  its  victims  to  the  grave  in  spite  of  scientific  medi- 
cine. Now,  why,  I  would  ask,  will  not  a  disease  yield  to  the 
same  treatment  every  time,  "all  things  being  equal?"  The 
reason  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  constitution  of  our  patients,  nor 
in  the  nature  of  disease.  Autopsies  reveal  the  fact  that  inflam- 
mations affect  parts  now  as  they  ever  did,  and  the  best  authorities 
tell  us  that  man  and  disease  are  the  same  to-day  they  were  cen- 
turies ago.  We  are  then  forced  to  the  conclnsion  that  the  cause 
must  be  found  in  the  changes  which  take  place  in  the  surround- 
ings of  the  patient.  Among  the  most  important  of  these  are  the 
fluctuations  and  variations  in  the  air  we  breathe.  Its  modifying 
influence  has  been  noticed  by  every^observing  physician.  How 
readily  most  acute  pulmonary  diseases  yield  when  our  patients 
are  blessed  with  a  cold,  dry  atmosphere.  On  the  other  hand, 
with  what  tenacity  they  ding  when  the  air  is  damp  and  warm 
and  heavy.  You  have  noticed  this  in  the  mortality  attending 
consumption  in  the  spring  and  fall  seasons.  They  rarely  die  in 
cold,  dry  weather,  but  are  braced  up  by  it.  'Tis  when  the  "  sap- 
rises  "  and  the  "  leaves  fall "  that  this  long  caravan  takes  up  its 
march  "  across  the  river."  The  people  even  know  that  a  snmmer 
cold  is  worse  than  a  winter  one.  The  reauon  is  very  plain:  the- 
warm  air  of  summer  relaxes  and  debilitates  the  capillary  system^ 
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and  readily  admits  of  coDgestione  and  inflammations.  The  cold 
sir  of  winter  ia  tonic,  and  it  ie  an  excellent  local  remedy  for  an 
inflamed  mncons  membrane.  I  ventnre  the  assertion  that  an 
epidemic  of  pnetunonia  neyer  had  its  origin  in  a  oold,  dry  atmos- 
phera  On  the  oontrarj,  there  are  few  epidemics  that  will  not 
die  ont  in  very  cold,  clear  weather.  Hence  we  see  the  import- 
ance of  a  cold,  dry  air,  and  it  is  with  a  -view  of  directing  tiie 
attention  of  physicians  to  the  fact,  and  applying  it  to  the  treat- 
ment of  disease,  that  this  paper  is  written. 

It  is  with  diffidence  that  I  announce  to  the  profession  that  we 
can  supply  oar  patients  with  an  abundance  of  pare,  cold  air  at 
any  time.  The  apparatus  I  use  is  simple  in  structure,  cheap  and 
may  be  pat  ap  by  any  physician  in  a  few  moments.  It  consists 
of  a  gutta  percha  tube  eight  or  ten  yards  in  length,  (the  longer 
the  better)  a  large  cork  stopper  and  an  ordinary  water  bucket. 
A  lead  tube  wonld  answer  better,  as  it  conducts  heat  well  and  is 
not  bflected  by  water  or  air.  The  tube  has  a  moathpiece  at  one 
end  and  a  vulcanized  terminus  at  the  other,  both  open.  Near 
the  bottom  of  the  backet,  through  a  stave,  I  bore  a  hole  to  fit  the 
cork.  I  also  bore  a  hole  through  the  cork  to  fit  the  vulcanized 
ttrminue.  Having  inserted  the  terminus  through  the  cork,  I 
then  stop  the  hole  in  the  backet,  from  the  inside,  with  the  cork. 
This  allows  a  portion  of  the  terminus  to  project  outside  of  the 
bucket.  I  then  carefully  coil  the  tube  on  itself  up  the  inside  wall 
of  the  bucket,  after  the  manner  of  a  still-worm,  leaving  a  foot  of 
the  tube,  with  the  mouthpiece,  hanging  from  the  top.  The  backet 
is  then  filled  with  ice  water  or  any  refrigerating  mixture.  After 
waiting  a  few  minutes  for  the  tube  to  get  thoroughly  cold,  let  the 
patient  take  the  moathpiece  between  his  lips.  Tell  him  to  inhale 
through  the  tube  and  exhale  through  the  nose. 

The  changes  which  take  place  in  the  air  as  it  posses  through 
this  long,  oold  tube  are  easily  determined.  Setting  aside  those 
of  a  chemical  nature,  we  wilt  examine  them  from  a  common  sense 
standpoint.  Those  who  have  noticed  the  "  sweating  "  of  a  tum- 
bler of  ice  water  will  readily  see  that  the  air  in  passing  its  ciroa- 
itons  route  over  a  cold  sarface  will  part  from  some  of  its  moisture 
and  a  "  sweating  "  will  tuke  place  inside  of  the  tube.  If  the  tube 
is.  long  enough  and  the  water  cold  enough,  this  sweating  will 
amount  to  a  dripping,  which  will  trickle  along  down  the  tube 
and  finally  drop  oat  from  the  lower  terminus.  In  this  sweating 
process  the  air  evidently  becomes  dry,  and  in  all  probability  loses 
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many  of  its  imparities.  That  the  air  grows  cold  in  proportion  to 
the  length  of  the  tube  is  plain  to  any  one  who  tries  it.  If  ice  is 
not  at  hand,  and  yon  use  spring  water,  the  air  is  even  then  per- 
ceptibly colder  in  the  tube  than  ontside.  Patients  will  tell  yon 
this,  and  though  water  may  be  dripping  from  the  lower  end  of 
the  tnbe,  they  will  notioe  that  the  air  is  dry.  Cold  reduces  the 
Tolome  of  everything  except  water  in  freezing,  and  it  is  safe  to 
conclude  that  in  passing  through  this  cold  tube  the  volume  of 
the  air  is  greatly  reduced.  Vapors  expand  and  contract  more  in 
proportion  to  their  volume  under  thermal  cliauges  than  fluids 
and  solids.  This  redaction  of  volnme  I  think  an  important  item, 
as  the  blood  can  be  supplied  with  oxygen  with  less  labor  to  the 
respiratory  organs.  The  air  grows  cold  in  its  transit  and  be- 
comes an  invalnable  local  remedy  to  the  inflamed  bronchial  mu- 
cons  membrane. 

To  Bom  up,  we  have  a  cold,  dry  air,  robbed,  in  all  probability, 
of  many  of  its  impurities,  and,  by  reason  of  reduced  volume,  rich 
in  oxygen.  Would  not  a  patieut  with  any  pulmonary  disease 
thank  you  for  such  air?  Aye,  more,  would  not  any  enfeebled, 
debilitated  system  rally  undt^r  its  use?  Would  it  not  be  bracing 
to  the  healthy  and  invigorating  to  the  invalid?  I  would  sooner 
risk  it  than  medicated  vapors  and  atomized  liquids.  I  think  it 
much  safe^  than  plunging  the  aspirator  in  a  network  of  vital 
parts.  Does  it  not  promise  all  the  benetits  that  may  be  derived 
from  a  change  of  climate?  If  one  can  get  pure,  bracing  air  at 
home,  is  it  not  better  in  the  bosom  of  the  family  than  a  stranger 
in  a  strange  land  ?  As  to  economy,  the  appliance  is  cheap,  may 
be  put  up  by  any  one,  and  is  within  the  reach  of  every  doctor. 
The  subject  I  think  one  of  importance  and  magnitude,  and  will 
commend  itself  to  a  thinking  mind. 

Without  writing  more,  I  commit  it  to  you  who  have  hospitals 
and  material  at  your  disposal  for  future  investigation,  with  the 
request  that  yon  give  it  an  earnest  and  diligent  study.  Should 
yon  have  a  patient  prostrated  from  any  chronic  or  incurable  at- 
tack, let  him  use  the  "  pure  air  condensed  "  for  two  hours  before 
each  meal.  Try  it  in  cases  of  phthisis  and  bronchitis,  and  every 
form  of  obscure  pulmonary  disease.  Tiy  it  in  scrofula,  croup, 
asthma,  et  id  ovine  genus. 


b,Googlc 


ADHERENT  PLACEyXA.  265 

ADHERENT  PLACENTA-Case. 

Bi  B.  R.  BTVES,  M.D.,  or  ADtMs'  STmns,  O*. 

A  rare,  if  not  a  strange,  case  of  retamed  placenta  from  morbid 
adhesion,  with  irregular  contraction  of  the  nterus,  following  abor- 
tion. After  abortion,  or  labor  at  full  term,  from  one  to  one  and 
a  half  hoars  is  generally  the  estimated  interval  that  should  elapse 
before  the  aocoucheor  is  called  on,  by  mftanal  interference,  to 
deliver  the  secundinea.  The  plan,  however,  of  oav  action  haa 
been  not  to  be  governed  by  any  tixed  rale  bat  the  one  of  remem- 
bering that  safety  depends  upon  its  removal,  and  if  it  is  not 
accomplished  spontaneously  at  the  time,  or  early  after  the  expul- 
sion of  the  foetus,  we  proceed,  aa  soon  as  the  condition  of  the 
patient  will  admit  of  it,  to  its  extraction,  Thid  then  being  a  word 
as  to  our  understanding  and  course  of  proceeding,  the  following 
case  of  abortion  with  retained  and  nou-duhvered  placenta,  not 
followed  by  any  lochial  discharge,  or  any  whatever,  showing  that 
decomposition  had  taken  place,  neither  by  inHammntiou,  or  auy 
other  trouble  as  a  sequence  from  retained  placenta,  is  rai'e,  if  not 
strange,  and  it  is  for  this  that  we  have  seen  lit  to  give  it  this 
notice. 

M.,  col.,  age  forty,  about  five  months  advanced  in  pregnancy, 
bad  been  sick  with  fever,  pain  in  the  right  side,  and  cough  for  a 
week  previous  to  the  night  of  January  1-itb.  When  labor  pains 
came  on,  am:!  about  day,  having,  as  she  supposed,  a  call  to  empty 
the  bowels,  to  her  surprise,  dropped  the  fcetus  in  the  chamber. 
Her  condition  some  ten  hours  afterwards  was  the  cause  of  our 
visit.  We  found  her  in  the  following  condition;  fever,  pain  and 
cough,  as  above  stated;  pulse  110;  temperature  not  taken;  tongue 
covered  with  a  diirk,  thick  and  heavy  coat;  bowels  constipated, 
with  some  tenderness  on  pressure;  cough  accompanied  with  the 
semi-transparent  and  adhesive  expectoration  so  characteristic  of 
pneumonitis.  Learning  that  she  had  aborted,  as  stated,  and  that 
the  placenta  was  retained,  on  making  an  examination  we  found 
the  cord  between  the  thighs,  which  parted  on  traction  being 
made  to  trace  it.  After  the  necessary  preparation  for  extraction, 
and  upon  introducing  the  hand,  we  learned  that  we  had  not  only 
a  retained  placenta,  bnt  a  clear  case  of  hour-glass  contraction, 
with  the  after-birth  in  the  upper  chamber  of  the  uterus  to  man- 
age.    Finding  the  constricted  ring  firm  and  only  large  enough 
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to  admit  the  tip  of  tbe  index  finger,  and  taldng  into  oonsideratioD' 
the  doration  of  the  pregnaiicj,  together  with  the  interTal  that 
had  elapsed  from  the  time  of  the  aocident  to  oar  Tiait,  we  readily 
iDferred  more  than  the  osnal  difficulties  to  overcome,  and  as  there 
was  no  hemorrhage,  withdrew  the  hand  to  use  morphine  hji>o- 
dermicallj.  Just  here — being  somewhat  an  admirer  of  the  little 
instrument — I  would  take  occasion  to  remark  that  I  have  heard 
of  more  than  one  case  of  fatal  hemorrhage  before  the  expulsion 
of  the  after-birth,  which  I  have  been  inclined  to  attribute  to  the 
use  of  the  B^rmge  and  morphia,  and  in  ordinary  cases  of  reten- 
tion would  add  a  word  of  caution  against  their  wholesale  ose. 
In  irregular  contractions,  however,  the  liability  to  hemorrhage  is 
not  so  imminent,  and  in  our  own  case  the  firmness  of  the  ring 
demanded  its  use.  But  to  resume.  Taking  advantage  of  the 
use  of  the  syringe,  and  reintroducing  the  band,  we  found  that  it 
passed  readily  into  the  lower  chamber  of  the  uterus,  but  failed, 
after  the  best  directed  effort,  to  pass  the  constriction  with  more 
than  one  finger.  We  learned  enough,  however,  to  know  that 
there  was  morbid  adhesion  of  the  entire  mass,  and  the  best,  and 
all  that  we  could  do,  was  to  steady  the  uterine  organ  with  the 
left  hand  externally,  and  separate,  break  through  and  remove 
such  portions  of  the  placenta  as  we  could,  which  amounted  to 
barely  one-third  of  the  entire  mass.  The  other  two-thirds  yet 
remain;  at  least  there  was  not  during  the  puerperal  month  any 
lochial,  sangniuous  or  putreseot  discharge,  or  any  other  of  any 
kind  whatever  showing  how  it  had  been  disposed  of;  neither  did 
she  suffer  by  the  retention,  and  at  this  time  is  regular  in  her 
catnmeuia. 

I  know  that  Blundell  and  other  authors  of  weight  counsel  the 
profession  not  to  make  much  effort  to  remove  it,  provided  the 
placenta  break  under  the  hand,  yet  others  of  equally  as  great 
weight  advise  the  removal  of  the  last  particle,  and  I  have,  aa 
nearly  as  possible,  followed  their  advice.  Those  holding  the 
former  position  think  that  more  danger  would  accrue  by  attempts 
ing  to  separate  the  strongly-adherent  portion  than  by  leaving  a 
part  of  it  behind;  but  no  one  has  pretended  to  think  there  was 
safety  with  any  considerable  portion  of  the  placenta  remaining. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  this  woman  informs  me  that  she 
has  had  eleven  children,  aod  that  after  the  expulsion  of  the  after- 
birth she  has  not  at  any  time  been  troubled  with  after-pains  or 
locliial  discharges.     After  learning  the  fact  just  stated,  I  determ- 
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ined,  if  she  lived — which  I  thought  extremely  doubtful  at  the 
time — to  make  other  inquiry  as  to  the  fact,  not  doubtiog  bat  that 
in  this  IbBtance  there  would  be  a  departure  from  the  rule  pecul- 
iar to  herself.  The  result  was  more  than  a  confirmation  of  her 
atatemeot,  because,  with  the  amount  of  retained  placenta  men- 
tioned, there  was  no  discharge,  and  I  am  abundantly  confident 
that  the  amount  left  as  stated  is  not  over-estimated.  After  this 
fruitless  effort,  our  patient  being  well  nigh  exhausted,  and  having 
learaed  that  for  the  last  five  or  six  days  she  had  suffered  with 
fever,  cough  and  pain  in  right  side,  with  but  little  or  do  reat^ 
or  sleep,  I  directed  opium  to  be  given  her  in  grain  doses  every 
two  hours,  to  rub  tbe  chest  and  bowels  with  turpentine  every 
three  hours,  and  after  each  appUoation  to  cover  the  chest,  after 
the  custom  of  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  with  oil-cloth,  urging  at  the 
same  time  the  necessity  for  giviug  chicken  wat^r  or  soup  as  much 
ad  she  could  be  prevailed  u|)on  to  take  without  disturbiug  her 
rest,  and  brandy  if  necessary;  but,  should  there  be  any  hemor- 
rhage, to  use  cold  cloths  to  the  bowels  and  give  me  notice. 

15th,  8  o'clock  A.M. — Had  rested  and  slept  some;  cough  and 
pain  in  side  somewhat  abated;  pulse  the  same,  but  softer;  some 
thirst;  no  after  pains,  no  dischai|;e  per  vaginam;  not  more  than 
the  usual  tenderness  over  bowels,  and  as  they  had  not  moved, 
ordered  an  injection,  and  directed  a  continuance  of  treatment, 
adding  fifteen  grains  of  quinine  in  five-grain  doses  every  two 
hours,  commencing  at  sun-up  on  the  16th, 

The  case  gradually  improved  from  day  to  day  under  the  use 
of  opium,  ipecac,  turpentine,  and  oil-cloth  for  a  week,  at  which 
time  she  was  discharged  as  out  of  danger,  aud  at  this  time,  June 
9th,  is  enjoying  her  usual  good  health. 

That  there  have  been  cases  of  retention  of  part  of  the  pla- 
centa, which,  on  becoming  organized,  forms  a  fleshy  mass  known 
as  a  mole,  or  that  the  chorion  sometimes  undergoes  a  peculiar 
metamorphosis  which  receives  the  appellation  of  uterine  hydat- 
ids, or  that  the  mass  may  possibly  be  absorbed,  is  not  denied; 
but  for  a  retained  and  disrupted  placenta  to  be  so  completely 
absorbed  as  to  prevent  any  afteirpains,  any  lochial  or  fetid  dis- 
charge, or  any  hemorrhage,  neither  to  be  followed  by  any  increase 
in  the  already  existing  fever,  or  infiammation,  or  any  departure 
from  the  usual  getting  up  as  a  sequence  of  retention,  does  seem 
BO  remarkable  that  I  should  even  feel  disposed  to  distrust  myself 
were  it  not  that  the  facts  were  put  beyond  the  possibility  of  a 
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donbt  I  know  that  in  Bome  caeea  an  existing  fever  is  apparently 
arrested  by  abortion,  and  that  after  still-born  and  putrid  infants 
the  lochial  discharge  is  continued  only  for  a  few  days,  but  thie  is 
not  the  case  when  the  placenta  is  retained.  That  the  placenta 
may  remain  and  afterwards  be  mistaken  for  cancer,  or  the  patient 
may  die  months  afterwards  from  septicaemia,  is  admitted;  in  fact, 
I  have  seen,  but  cannot  just  noiv  refer  to,  some  reports  of  sDoh 
cases;  yet  their  after  history  was  certainly  different  from  this 
case. 

The  question,  then,  that  presents  itself  to  my  mind  is,  what 
has  become  of  the  thing?  All  authority  that  I  have  been  able  to 
consult  say  that  moles  and  hydatids  are  more  commonly  the 
result  of  retention  than  that  of  absorption,  and  clinically  demon* 
strated  the  fact  While  this  may  be  thus  clearly  proven,  I  am 
disposed  to  think  it  not  a  verity,  and  inclined  to  the  opinion,  at 
least  in  this  instance,  that  it  has  been  absorbed.  Nature  has 
provided  but  two  ways  whereby  she  mn,y  rid  herself  of  the  secun- 
diues:  one  is  by  expulsion,  and  the  other  by  absorption,  and  I 
see  no  reason  why  she  should  depart  from  her  course  to  form 
moles,  etc.  It  must  also  be  remembered  that  this  woman  had 
passed  the  third  month  of  her  pregnancy,  that  the  placenta  was 
formed,  that  the  villi  of  the  chorion  not  engage<l  in  its  develop- 
ment had  become  atrophied,  and  hence  it  is  not  likely  that  such 
a  degeneration  would  take  place,  and  that  if  such  had  been  the 
case  it  is  highly  probable  there  would  bo  soon  symptoms  an- 
nouncing the  fact,  such  as  uneasiness  about  the  hypogastric  re- 
gion, some  weight  or  pain  about  the  uterus,  menorrhagia,  or 
some  constitutional  disturbance.  It  would  also  appear  that  the 
great  rapidity  with  which  absorption  takes  place  under  such  cir- 
cumstances is  amply  provided  for  by  the  admirable  arrangements 
of  nature  in  supplying  its  parts  so  abundantly  with  blood-vessels. 
It  occurs  to  me  that  the  proximity  of  the  fi»tal  circulation  to  that 
of  the  mother  is  so  nearly  connected,  if  not,  as  some  physiologists 
contend,  direct,  that  so  soon  as  the  circulation  is  arrested  by 
ligation  absorption  commences;  or  if  this  circulation  is  carried  on 
without  disturbing  the  molecular  coherence  of  the  vascular  tissue 
or  placental  cell-wall,  which  may  be  increased  by  their  enlargement 
and  otherwise  tbining  of  their  coats,  the  process  would  be  facili- 
tated when  the  placenta  is  firmly  adherent.  The  patulous  coa- 
ditioD  of  the  blood-vessels  after  parturition,  and  the  enlarged 
and  stimulated  lymphatics  that  accompany  them,  seem  to  take 
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an  importftiit  part  in  the  great  work  of  repair;  and  if  moles  or 
hydatids  be  formed  either  before  or  after  parturition,  there  would 
seem  to  have  been  some  traumatic  interference  lesaening  the 
qaantity  or  quality  of  nutrient  supply.  But  again,  the  decidua 
is  bat  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  uteroB  enlarged  and  thick- 
ened, which  with  the  glims  is  seen  to  be  studded  with  mioute- 
openings — the  mouths  of  follicles — some  with  simple  unbranched 
tabes,  and  others  with  several  branches  with  a  capillary  network 
around  the  glands  or  follicles,  all  taken  tc^ether  being  that  of 
which  the  placenta  is  formed,  and  when  they  have  served  their 
purpose  of  formation  leaves  a  large  area  for  absorption.  But  it 
may  be  said  that  the  blooj  in  the  womb  is  poisonoQs;  if  so  it  is 
nevertheless  homogeneous. 

We  then  are  inclined  to  think  moles  and  hydatids  not  the  rule 
but  the  exception,  and  more  especially  as  some  claim  that  the 
true  hydatids — that  is,  cvats  due  to  the  presence  of  the  acepholo- 
cyst — are  rarely  met  with  in  the  uterus.  Neither  do  we  think 
the  is  idea  weakened  by  the  experiments  of  HUdebrant  with 
ergot  to  promote  the  absorption  of  uterine  tumors.  He,  by  the 
nse  of  ergot,  cuts  off  the  nutritive  supply  upon  which  the  tumor 
depends  for  its  growth,  and  awaits  the  process  of  fatty  degenera- 
tion that  absorption  may  take  place. 


Intestinal  Obstraction  Bemoved  b;  Positioii.  DiBtensile  Enema  and  Oas, 

Bi  A.  S.  COPELAHD.  M.D..Tilli:t  Pliius,  Ga. 

In  company  with  Dr.  T.  S.  Mitchell,  I  visited  the  following 
case,  which  we  fonad  to  present  a  facial  expression  of  great  con- 
stitutional disturbance.  There  was  present  the  usual  symptoms 
of  intestinal  obstraction,  including  stercoraceous  vomiting.  The 
patient  had  taken  cathartic  medicine  by  wholesale.  We  at  once 
placed  him  in  an  inclined  position  at  an  angle  of  about  4S°,  the 
head  downwards.  Several  times  we  plied  the  distensile  enema, 
employing  each  time  two  gallons  of  warm  water,  and  forcing  the 
retention  of  it  for  some  minutes  at  each  time  by  compressing  a 
napkin  upon  the  anus.  The  efforts  failing  to  relieve,  we  next 
threw  in  one  gallon  of  the  water,  which  was  retained,  and  in  half 
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an  boor  a  second  gallon  was  thrown  in  and  forcibly  retained  b; 
compression  for  one  honr  longer,  the  patient  being  kept  in  the 
same  inclined  position.  In  response  to  his  urgent  complaints  he 
was  now  allowed  to  get  np  to  stool,  but  passed  nothing  save  the 
water  injected. 

The  thongbt  now  occurred  to  as  that  if  we  ootild  renew  the 
same  distension  from  below,  and  secure  at  the  same  time  a  like 
distfinsion  of  the  intestinal  tube  from  above  the  obstruction,  that 
we  would  likely  succeed  in  its  removal.  Accordingly  two  drachms 
of  the  bicarbonate  of  soda,  in  solution,  was  administered  by  the 
mouth,  and  soon  follovred  by  a  solution  of  one  drachm  of  tartario 
acid.  Now  immediately  inverting  the  patient  again,  as  before, 
we  qnickly  threw  into  the  bowels  two  gallons  of  the  warm  water. 
Vomiting  now  came  on,  the  carbonic  acid  gas  bursting  from  the 
mouth,  and  being  placed  npon  the  stool  a  large  fecal  evacuation 
occurred  with  relief  to  all  the  symptoms.  To  satisfr  myself  of 
tbe  full  permeability  of  the  canal,  I  returned  the  following  day, 
and,  injecting  a  half  pint  of  castor  oil  into  the  rectum,  followed 
it  with  large  injection  of  warm  water  until  vomiting  occurred. 
The  patient  distinctly  tasted  the  castor  oil  in  the  vomited  fluid, 
and  the  oil  globules  were  abundantly  floating  upon  the  ejected 
liquid. 


Atlanta  ^atlOTi}  of  gUtlinn*. 


BOBfiKT  BATTEI,  M.D.,Bbpobtke. 


Atlanta,  15th  June,  1875. 

The  President,  Dr.  John  M.  Johnson,  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  WoodhuU  read  notes  of  some  recent  cases  of  dysentery 
treated  with  the  non-emetic  use  of  ipecacuanha — showing  prompt 
controlling  infiuence  of  the  remedy  over  the  disease.  These  coses 
also  go  to  show  the  facility  of  the  retention  of  the  remedy  iu  large 
doses  without  vomiting. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  stated  -that  he  had  been  recently  using  the 
method  in  dysentery  and  severe  forms  of  diarrhcea  with  much 
satisfaction  and  with  no  nausea  or  vomiting.  The  cures  are  very 
prompt  and  satisfactory.  He  is  delighted  with  the  results  thus 
ar  obtained. 
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Dr.  Logan  asked  whether  the  occurrence  of  vomitiag  inter- 
fered with  the  salutary  effects  of  the  remedy. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  had  found  the  relief  secured  notwithstanding 
the  vomiting  in  some  oases.  Finds  the  results  not  so  prompt 
and  marked  in  diarrhoea  as  in  dysentery;  the  former  is  controlled,  > 
bat  less  promptly. 

Dr.  Woodholl  bad  not  found  the  occorrence  of  vomiting  to 
interfere  with  the  salutary  effects  of  the  remedy  in  dysentery. 
Vomiting  is  less  apt  to  occur  in  dysentery  than  in  diarrfatea.  He 
does  not  allow  bis  patients  water  within  four  hours  after  taking 
the  dose. 

Dr.  Ck>nally  reported  case  of  tight  prepuce,  which  when  sht 
up  revealed  s  granular  condition  of  the  muooue  membrane  cov- 
ering the  prepuce  and  the  glans  penis.  The  patient  is  of  scrof- 
ulous habit.  Asks  advice  as  to  treatment,  as  the  parts  do  not 
incline  to  heal. 

On  call.  Dr.  Battey  suggested  the  use  of  alterative  doses  of 
the  potossic  iodide  and  corrosive  sublimate,  with  the  local  use  of 
a  freshly  prepared  simple  cerate. 

Adjourned. 

ATL.4HT4,  June  22,  1875. 

The  President,  Dr.  John  M.  Johnson,  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  J.  t.  Johnson  reported  that  he  has  under  treatment  a 
well  marked  case  of  typhoid  fever,  with  distinct  enteric  lesions. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  reported  case  of  a  young  lady  of 
28.  At  the  age  of  15  she  was  troubled  with  ateriae  hemorrhage. 
At  the  age  of  18  he  removed  from  her  uterus  a  fibrous  polypus 
as  large  as  a  hen's  egg.  On  yesterday  he  removed  from  her  an- 
other similar  polypus  of  half  the  size  of  an  egg.  Desires  to 
know  if  this  recurrence  of  polypus  is  usual. 

Dr.  Tahaferro  expressed  the  opinion  that  a  uterine  poly  pas 
seldom  returns,  but  we  may  have  numerous  polypi  in  the  same 
uterus. 

Dr.  John  M.  Johnson  had  in  his  care  years  ago  a  case  of 
uterine  polypus.  He  treated  the  case  first  l>y  a  douche  of  equal 
parte  of  tincture  of  iron  and  water,  and  afterwards  by  applica- 
tions of  the  muriated  tincture,  paiut«d  upon  the  tumor  through 
the  speculum.  He  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  the  polypus  soon 
break  down  so  that  he  easily  removed  it.  He  thinks  the  tincture 
of  iron  very  efficacious  in  endometritis,  membranous  dyat 
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i  polypus,  and  all  forms  of  leacorrbcBa.  He  has 
also  usetl  it  auecoeafully  iu  polj'pi  of  the  nose  and  ear. 

Dr.  'Westmoreland  asked  if  Dr.  Johnson  would  treat  a  aterine 
fibroid  by  tincture  of  iron  exclueively. 

Dr.  Jolinson  replied  yes. 

Dr.  Westmoreland  thought  that  a  true  fibrous  polypoa  would 
not  yield  to  the  remedy,  whilst  the  ecraseur  would  remedy 
the  disease  iu  ten  minutes.  He  admits  that  the  small  mucous 
polypus  would  yield  to  the  tincture  of  iron,  but  he  once  found 
the  manipulation  required  in  a  case  to  establish  the  diagnosis  of 
the  mucous  polypus,  ended  iu  the  detachment  of  the  growth 
without  any  instrument  at  all,  and  without  bleeding. 

Dr.  Johnson  does  not  insist  upon  the  fibrous  growths,  but  is 
certain  that  he  has  removed  three  polypi  by  the  remedy. 

Dr.  Calhouu  stated,  in  reply  to  a  question,  that  all  the  polypi 
of  the  ear  which  he  had  encountered  were  fibrous. 

Dr.  Westmoreland  stated  that  in  the  nose  we  have  chiefly  the 
mucous  polypus — sometimes  fibrous. 

Dr.  THliaferro  stated  that  the  uterine  polypus  was  more 
freqaontly  mucous,  but  occasionally  fibrous,  and  an  outgrowth 
from  the  parynchyma  of  the  uterus  itself. 

Dr.  Westmoreland  thought  the  fibrous  polypus  of  the  uterus 
more  common  than  stated  by  Dr.  Taliaferro. 

Dr.  Johnson  related  a  case  of  reduction  of  paraphymosis  by 
manipulation  aud  without  operation.  He  compresses  the  glaus 
strongly  and  afterwards  draws  the  prepuce  forwards. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Johnson  remarked  that  the  method  given  was  gen- 
erally accepted  by  the  profession  at  the  present  day.  He  sug- 
gested that  sometimes  a  little  patience  in  the  compression  of  the 
gliins  was  necessary  to  success. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  reported  a  case  of  alarming  effects  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  Squibbs'  ether.  The  respiration  ceased;  was  re- 
established, and  again  ceased  upon  the  renewal  of  the  ether. 
Adjourned. 

Atlahta,  29th  June,  1875. 

The  President,  Dr.  John  M.  Johnson  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Johnson  reported  the  death  of  the  case  of  typhoid 
fever  alluded  to  at  the  last  meeting.  No  autopsy  could  be  ob- 
tained. 

Dr.  Armstrong  reported  case  of  cholera  morbus  in  a  boy  of 
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twelve,  with  macli  collapse.  There  was  great  cramping  of  the 
extremitiea.  On  rubbing  the  limba  to  brioK  on  reaction,  he  ob- 
Berred  great  tenderness  in  one  of  his  limbs.  He  had  lately  had 
aD  attack  of  fever  accompanied  bj  mnch  soreness  of  the  mnacles. 
This  afternoon  there  is  extreme  tenderneaB  of  the  mnscleB  of  one 
leg,  which  rested  upon  a  pillow,  and  could  not  be  touched  ex- 
cepting with  extreme  complaint  of  pain.  The  limb  is  a  little 
puffed,  but  there  is  no  heat,  nor  redness,  nor  other  symptoms  of 
inflammation.  The  tenderness  does  not  involve  the  joints,  wbioh 
can  be  moved  withont  pain.  It  is  not  hypenesthesia  of  the  skin. 
The  teoderuGGs  is  confined  to  tlie  muscles  of  one  leg  only.  It  is, 
clearly,  not  rheamatism.     What  is  it  1 

Dr.  Boring  saw  the  case  with  Dr.  Armstrong,  and  is  wholly 
at  a  loss  for  a  diagnosis.  There  is  no  tenderness  id  the  thigh 
and  none  in  the  ankle  or  foot.     It  is  not  phlebitis.    What  is  it  ? 

Dr.  Armstrong,  in  reply  to  question,  said  he  was  sure  there  is 
no  pus  in  the  leg.  Occasionally  the  boy  has  pain  in  the  muscles  of 
the  leg  when  at  rest,  but  ordinarily  none  unless  when  touched. 

Dr.  Baird  suggested  that  the  condition  is  likely  that  of  myal- 
gia, and  be  thinks  galvanism  is  the  remedy. 

Dr.  Armstrong  coincided  in  the  opinions  of  Dr.  Baird  an  to 
diagnosis  and  treatment 

Dr.  Baird  suggested  the  possible  existence  of  worms. 

Dr.  Armstrong  repUed  that  the  boy  had  a  powerful  vermiin^re 
treatment  a  month  ago  without  effect 

Dr.  Todd  suggested  muscular  rheumatism,  and  thought  that 
alkalies,  quinine,  and  spinal  counter- irritation  would  relieve  the 
case,  rather  than  galvanism.  He  thinks  that  rheumatism  is  a 
nervous  affection. 

Dr.  Baird  reported  upon  a  specimen  of  dysmenorrhceal  mem- 
brane submitted  to  him  by  Dr.  Battey,  and  exhibited  Eome 
mounted  specimens  under  the  microscope  from  the  membrane. 
Dr.  Baird  said:  The  dysmenorrhceal  membrane  sent  to  him  for 
microscopical  examination  presented  the  following  characteris- 
tics: It  was  about  one  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  and  about 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  width  at  its  greatest  diameter.  The 
specimen  was  torn  across  about  midway  between  the  cervix  and 
fundus.  It  represented  aocorately  the  inner  sorfaoe  of  the  uterus; 
the  cervix,  the  body,  the  fundus  and  oommencement  of  the  fal- 
lopian tubes  being  as  accurately  reproduced,  with  all  of  their  in- 
equalities of  surface,  as  they  would  have  been  by  a  plaster  cast 
Vol.  XIIL-Ko.  S.— I& 
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The  interior  of  tlie  closed  membrane  was  smoother  and  presented 
•  somewhat  glossy  or  glazed  appearance.  The  atructare  grew 
more  and  more  dense  as  the  inner  surface  was  approached.  The 
membrane  measnred  from  a  line  to  a  line  and  a  half  in  thickness. 
The  miorosoope  proTed  its  etnictnre  to  be  oells,  simply  abon- 
dantiy  proliferated  epithelial  cells.  In  the  examination  he  had 
the  Taloable  assistance  of  Drs.  Rauschenberg  and  Simpson,  and 
they  were  onable  to  detect  the  presence  of  connective  tissae,  or 
ootmeotiTe  tisane  cells,  fibrous  tisane  or  blood-blessels,  and  they 
unite  in  the  opinion  that  the  membrane  consiBta  exclasively  of 
proliferated  epithelial  cells,  from  the  surface  of  the  uterine  mu- 
oons  membrane,  in  varioua  atages  of  development 

Dr.  Baoschenberg  thought  the  dysmenorrhceal  membrane  is 
esaeatially  different  from  the  oroupoos  membrane.  The  latter  is 
decidedly  pathological,  the  dysmenorrb<»al  membrane,  on  the 
other  band,  is  histological  in  character.  The  tissue  in  the  latter 
is  physiological  tissue,  whilst  the  croupous  membrane  is  wholly 
and  essentially  pathological  tissue. 

Dr.  Battey  read  a  volunteer  essay  upon  membranous  dysmen- 
orrhcea.     (See  page  267.) 

Dr.  Taliaferro  remarked  that  some  recent  authorities  claim 
that  the  mucous  lining  of  the  uterus  is  shed  always  at  the  men- 
strual period,  but  always  in  a  disintegrated  form  when  the  menses 
are  healthy.  It  is  also  claimed  that  in  membranous  dysmenor- 
rhoea  the  membrane  is  simply  thrown  off  entire,  and  not  disin- 
tegrated. Others  assert  that  only  the  epithelinm  ie  lost  either  in 
h^thy  menstruatioQ  or  in  dysmeaorrhoea.  He  coincides  in 
opinion  with  the  latter  authorities. 

Dr.  Woodhnll  asked  if  the  usual  treatment  of  the  disease  had 
been  entirely  local,  or  has  constitutional  treatment  been  relied 
upon  at  all  for  the  cure. 

Dr.  Battey  replied  that  every  remedy  which  promised  good, 
either  locally  or  constitutionally,  had  been  foUy  tried. 

Dr.  Woodhnll  sn^ested  that  the  muriate  of  ammonia,  if  per- 
sisted in  for  a  long  time,  and  the  system  well  saturated  wi^  it, 
might  prove  a  hopeful  remedy. 

Dr.  Battey  repUed  that  the  muriate  of  ammonia  was  one  of 
tiie  chief  constitutional  remedies  relied  upon,  bat  without  avail* 

Dr.  Battey  read  a  commnnioation  from  Dr.  C  H.  Harris,  of 
Folk  county,  (see  page  262)  and  desired  the  members  to  experi- 
ment with  the  new  suggestion  of  Dr.  Harris  in  suitable  cases. 
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Dr.  Batte;  also  exhibited  for  Dr.  L.  Alexander,  of  Yorkville, 
€.  0.,  a  modification  of  Albert  Smith's  modification  of  Hodge's 
bow  pessaiy,  and  read  from  the  letter  of  Dr.  Alexander  explana* 
tor;  of  the  instrument  and  its  nse: 

"Yon  recogmze  the  addition  of  an  air  bag  to  the  Albert 
-fimitli  closed  lever,  which  combination  has  given  me  more  satis- 
faction than  any  other  instrument  I  have  used;  particularly  is 
eases  of  long  standiDg;  and  I  think,  upon  trial,  that  some  of  the 
objections  generally  found  in  other  instruments  of  the  kind  are, 
in  a  measure,  overcome.  I  think  that  unless  the  ateros  is  quite 
low  in  the  vagina  the  lever  alone  falls  short  of  the  object  desired; 
and  should  it  not  be  properly  adjusted  there  is  danger  of  produc- 
ing retrofiexioQ  in  trying  to  overcome  retroversion.  With  this 
combination  a  smaller  pessary  answers,  besides  giving  the  womb 
a  soft  and  elastic  aishion  to  rest  upon,  or  against,  in  the  descent 
of  the  abdominal  viscera.  It  is  only  required  to  place  the  patient 
in  the  knee-and-breast  position,  insert  the  instrument,  with  the 
bag  collapsed  and  throwa  back;  then  inflate  the  rubber  bag  to 
flufScient  size  with  a  Mattsou's  syringe,  and  the  bag  by  its  dis- 
tension, will  replace  the  uterus.  I  am  sure  that  upon  regaining 
the  erect  posture  a  vaginal  examination  will  show  the  organ  in 
its  proper  place.  The  bag  may  be  distended  to  any  size,  though 
it  is  only  necessary  to  inflate  enough  to  cause  it  to  adapt  itself  to 
the  adjacent  parts.  The  tube  can  be  cut  off  below  when  it  is 
tied,  and  afterwards  reunited  by  simply  slipping  a  piece  of  fine 
tube  into  the  cut  ends,  and  in  that  way  bring  them  together 
again.  Tieman  k  Co.,  New  York,  make  the  instrument,  and  in- 
form me  that  the  wholesale  price  will  be  $2,25  each." 

In  the  application  of  Alexander's  pessary,  the  elastic  bag, 
which  is  turned  backwards  in  the  introduction,  when  inflated 
executes  a  lever  movement  in  the  required  direction,  as  illus- 
trated to  the  Academy,  which  seems  to  be  admirably  calculated 
to  reposit  the  fundus  in  retroversions  and  retroflexions  of  the 
uterus.  He  will  give  the  new  instrument  a  trial,  when  a  suit- 
able case  oflers,  and  report  the  result 

Academy  adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday  in  September  nest. 
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HENRY  LeHABDY,  U.D..  Rkfobth. 

Savannah,  G*.,  May  19,  187S. 

SrSJECT  OF  HERPES. 

Dr.  Jiiriab  Harriss  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  di.sease  is  self- 
.  limited,  and  that  remedies  do  little  good.  Geutlo  local  oppliea- 
tions  are  generally  sufficient. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Charlton. — Some  forms  of  herpes  are  very  difficult 
to  cure.  Mentions  cases  in  which  herpes  preputialis  became  a 
Bjphililic  chancre  by  contamination  with  a  syphilitic  subject. 

Dr.  Harriss  believes  that  parties  who  are  not  married,  and 
only  have  occasional  sexual  connection,  are  the  most  apt  to  con- 
tract herpes  preputialis. 

Dr.  Thomas  Smith  believes  that  herpes  preputialis  occurs 
most  frequently  in  persons  having  a  long  prepuce.  Mentions 
circumcision  as  the  best  preventive. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Bulloch  thinks  that  its  differential  diagnosis  from 
exanthematouB  disease  is  very  easy.  In  the  treatment  of  herpes 
he  generally  uses  lotions  of  acetate  of  lead,  alum,  etc ,  and  when 
the  system  is  debilitated  nses  tonics  and  alteratives.  He  believes 
that  herpes  preputialis  is  often  connected  with  irritation  of  the 
urethra. 

Savamnah,  Ga.,  June  2,  1875. 
SUBJECT  or  ERTsiPELAa. 
Dr.  W.  M.  Chart  eis  hpoke  of  an  epidemic  of  phlegmonoaB 
erysipelas  which  occnricd  in  Ohio  and  Indiana  thirty  years  ago; 
the  cases  involved  the  throat  and  neck  principally,  and  were 
called  "  hlack  tongue  "  by  the  inhabitants,  The  disease  was  very 
fatal.  Ihe  treatment  of  erysipelas  by  preparations  of  iron  was 
not  known  at  that  time,  and  all  other  remedies  were  nnsuccesa- 
ful.  He  mentions  some  thirty  cases  of  that  disease  which  occur- 
red in  Savannah  in  the  beginning  of  1851.  These  cases  were 
remarkable  for  their  severity,  coupled  with  the  small  ratio  of 
mortality.  He  treated  them  with  the  muriated  tincture  of  iron, 
and  when  the  disease  attacked  the  face  he  used  e:Ltenud  applica- 
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tioas  of  collodion  with  a  little  tincture  of  iodine,  and  paUiativea. 
When  the  disease  dons  not  attack  the  throat  it  is  seldom  a  very 
dangerons  one.  Hu  believes  that  the  tincture  of  iron  is  the  best 
remedy. 

Dr.  J.  C  LeHardy  haa  mot  three  forms  of  erysipelas  in  this 
-city:  the  first  affecting  the  epidermis  and  rete  alone;  the  second 
the  whole  of  the  dermic  tissues;  and  the  third  the  dermis  and 
areolar  tissues  beneath.  In  the  first  form  the  patient  complains 
of  a  burning  sensation  in  the  skin;  the  epidermis  and  rete  then 
become  inflamed.  It  never  spreads  much,  but  is  liable  to  metas- 
tasis, and  is  often  intractable  to  remedies.  The  second  form  Is 
slower  in  its  progress,  but  more  dangerous  and  more  liable  to 
affect  the  internal  organs.  The  third  form  is  still  slower  in  its 
progress,  and  the  inflammation  pa-^siug  on  to  suppuration,  some- 
times involves  a  large  surface  of  the  body,  requiring  large  iucis- 
eions  for  the  relief  of  the  patient. 

Dr.  3.  C.  Habersham  mentions  a  case  of  erysipelas  in  which 
■the  temperature  ran  up  to  112  a  few  hours  before  death  occurred. 
The  attack  was  preceded  by  one  of  bilious  fever. 

Savasvah,  Ga.,  June  9th,  1875. 

aCBJECT  OF  HEMORRHOIDS. 

Dr.  J.  C  LoHordy  has  derived  more  good  from  leeching  than 
anything  else  in  the  treatment  of  hemorrhoids,  excepting  surgi- 
cal operation.  As  soon  as  the  conjeation  is  removed,  he  uses 
salves  and  soothing  applications. 

Dr.  Bob't  P.  Myers  has  cured  a  case  of  internal  bleeding  hem- 
orrhoids by  means  of  injections  of  wine  of  ergot  into  the  rectnm. 

Dr.  W.  M.  Charters  prefers  the  operation  of  crushing  to  any 
other,  as  it  produces  very  little  bleeding  and  very  small  scars. 
He  has  used  in  some  cases  with  satisfaction  a  pair  of  bone  nip- 
pers, of  which  the  blades  were  lined  with  linen  to  blunt  their 
cutting  edges.  Would  like  to  hear  of  something  that  wonld  pro- 
■cure  speedy  relief  in  cases  of  hemorrhoids  occurring  in  pregnant 
women,  producing  a  great  deal  of  pain  and  annoyance.  He  has 
treated  cases  successfally  by  means  of  simple  enemata  of  cold 
water,  never  allowing  the  bowels  to  act  without  a  previous  injec- 
.tiou  of  cold  water. 

Dr.  Ct.  H.  Stone  has  used  the  elastic  ligature,  together  with 
.the  nitric  acid,  with  great  satisfaction.  He  renews  the  ligature 
.daily. 
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Dr.  Jonah  Harries  thinks  that  external  piles  only  reqoire  in- 
deioiis,  followed  b;  Boothing  applicatJona.  If  the  patients  desire 
to  have  the  palliative  treatment  011I7,  they  should  not  be  allowed 
to  have  an;  actions  from  the  bowels  daring  the  day;  thej  shonld 
emptj  the  bowels  at  night,  jnst  before  going  to  bed.  He  objectS' 
to  the  old  plan  of  operating  with  the  ligatnre;  and  when  it  is 
necessary  to  operate,  he  prefers  the  ase  of  the  ecrasear,  or  cau- 
terization with  nitnc  acid. 

Dr.  Theo.  Starbcck  speaks  of  a  method  of  operating  which- 
consiats  of  dissecting  up  the  tumor  until  the  vessel  supplying  it- 
is  found,  when  a  ligature  is  appUed  upon  it  Has  derived  much 
benefit  from  the  use  of  injeotions  of  fiuid  extract  of  ergot,  with 
extract  of  opinm  and  tannin. 

Dr.  Wm.  H.  Elliott  has  found  the  use  of  Smith's  clamp  to- 
succeed  very  well  except  when  the  tumors  are  aituat«d  very  high, 
up  in  the  rectum.    He  uses  the  actual  cautery  also. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Charlton  has  used  the  clamp,  but  prefers  Uie  old  plan 
of  ligating  internal  piles  to  any  pther  treatment.  He  finds  that  the 
clamp  cuts  too  much  and  often  produces  much  bleeding.  He  uses 
the  knife  or  scissors  in  the  treatment  of  external  hemorrhoids. 
He  believes  that  the  ligature  effects  the  cure  of  internal  hemor- 
rhoids in  the  shortest  time. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Bulloch  thinks  also  that  the  old  plan  of  ligating 
piles  is  the  best.    He  would  not  use  the  clamp  in  very  large  piles. 


®M»  ewtangns. 


DUOAS'  PATBOaNOHOMtC  SlON  OF  DISLOCATIONS  OF  THE  ShOULDEK- 

JoiHT. — £y  W.  T.  Briggg,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  PrincipteB  and 
Practice  of  Surgery  in  Ike  Medical  Department  of  Ike  Univeraily  of 
JNashville  and  tke  Vanderbilt  UniversUy. — Notwithstanding  the 
great  progress  in  oar  diagnostic  knowledge  of  injuries  abont  the 
joints  in  the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  many  errors  are  still  com- 
mitted, even  by  able  practitioners.  The  personal  experience  or 
every  surgeon  of  large  practice  will  faraish  numerous  examples 
of  cases  in  which  fractures  about  the  joint  have  been  mistaken 
for  dislocations,  and  conversely,  dislocations  for  fractures,  anA 
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simple  cODtnaionB  for  either.  Now,  tb«  signs  of  each  of  these 
injaries  are  so  marited,  when  the  patient  is  seen  early,  that  even 
the  more  inexperienced  can  scarcel;  fail  to  differentiate  them; 
bnt  in  a  short  time  so  mnch  tenderaesa  and  tomefaction  snper- 
Tene,  that  the  signs  which  were  so  prominent  become  completely 
obliterated,  to  become  prominent  again  when  the  tumefaction 
BnbfiideB. 

It  is  daring  the  stage  of  inflammation  and  tomefaction  that 
so  many  errors  are  made,  especially  in  dislocation  of  the  shoul- 
der-joint; the  luxation  is  left  onrednced,  and  the  patient  remains 
a  living  memorial  of  the  surgeon's  ignorance  or  inattention. 

Almost  all  authors  concur  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  always 
an  easy  matter  to  make  a  correct  diagaosie  in  shoulder-joint  dis- 
locations. In  18S2,  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  in  his  great  work  on  Disloca- 
tions, after  discussing  the  diagnosis  of  sboulder-joiut  dislocations, 
writes:  "  Yet  it  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  not  to  acknowledge 
that  the  tomefaction  arising  bom  extravasatiou  of  blood,  and  the 
tension  resulting  from  the  inflammation  which  frequently  ensneS) 
will,  in  the  early  days  of  the  accident,  render  it  difficult  for  the 
best  surgeon  perfectly  to  ascertain  the  exact  extent  of  the  injury." 

In  1872,  Dr.  Gross,  in  his  masterly  work  on  Surgery,  says: 
"Although  the  signs  of  this  dislocation  ore  generally  well  marked, 
there  are  few  accidents  which  are  so  liable  to  be  mistaken,  and 
DO  pains  should  therefore  be  spared  to  establish  a  correct  diag- 
nosis." 

And  Ashnrst,  in  his  excellent  work  on  Surgery,  says  :  ■'  Al- 
though, by  a  careful  and  systematic  examination,  the  true  nn- 
tore  of  the  injury  may  almost  always  be  eventually  determined, 
the  surgeon  should  hesitate  before  criticising  another  practi- 
tioner for  a  mistake  that  may  have  been  unavoidable  under  other 


Such  is  the  opinion  of  almost  every  writer  on  the  subject, 
and  if  we  depend  alone  on  the  signs  usually  meutioned,  mis- 
takes will  be  constantly  made.  Fortunately,  however,  we  have 
a  sign  upon  which  we  can  rely  implicitly,  under  all  circnmstan- 
cea — one  which  we  have  been  teaching  and  practicing,  for  many 
years  with  so  mnch  ooufidence,  that  we  would  be  willing  to  base 
a  diagnosis  on  this  one  sign  alone.  We  of  course  refer  to  Dugas' 
»gn. 

In  the  March  number  (1856)  of  the  Southern  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Joumai,  we  find  an  article  by  Prof.  L.  A.  Dnga^  on  a  new 
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principle  of  diagnoBia  in  shoulder- joint  dislocations.  In  May, 
1857,  be  made  a  report  on  tbe  aanie  subject  to  the  American 
Medical  Aaaociation.  It  is  astonishing  that  bo  clear  and  lucid  an 
exposition  of  a  principle  of  diagnosis  so  important  to  the  surgi- 
cal world — naj,  to  the  whole  medical  world — should  have  recelTod 
BO  little  attention  &om  surgical  writers. 

Smith,  in  his  escellont  Surgery,  barely  mentions  Dugaa'  paper. 

Gross,  who  is  usually  so  correct  in  all  his  writings,  in  his 
great  work  on  Surgery,  states  the  principle  wrong  when  be  says: 
"Another  sign,  althougli  not  an  infallible  one,  first  pointed  out 
by  Dugas,  of  Georgia,  is  the  inability  which  the  patient  e^tperi- 
ences  in  touching  the  sound  shoulder  with  the  band  of  the  injured 
limb." 

Ashurst,  who  is  always  willing  to  give  honor  to  whom  honor 
is  due,  does  not  refer  to  it  in  his  work.  Nor  do  any  of  the  Euro- 
pean writers  on  Surgery  mention  it. 

Hamilton,  in  his  incomparable  work  on  Fractures  and  Dislo- 
cations, refers  very  properly  to  Dugiis'  sign,  and  in  his  Surgery 
gives  him  full  credit  for  priority,  and  copies  largely  from  his  re- 
port to  the  American  Medical  Association. 

We  are  satisfied  that  the  profession  generally  do  not  appre- 
ciate its  great  value,  and  even  professors  of  Surgery  have  often 
failed  to  avail  themselveB  of  it  in  their  teaching. 

Dugas'  pathognomonic  sign  of  shoulder-joint  dislocations  may 
be  stated  as  follows;  If  tlie  fingers  of  the  injured  limb  can  be 
placed  by  the  patient,  or  by  the  surgeon,  upon  the  sound  shoul- 
der, while  tho  elbow  toucbea  the  thorax,  Ikare  can  be  no  disloca- 
tion ;  and  if  fbls  cannot  be  done,  there  mxml  be  a  dislocation.  In 
other  words,  it  is  phyticaUij  impossible  to  bring  the  elbow  in  con- 
tact with  the  sternum,  or  front  of  the  thorax,  if  there  be  a  dislo- 
cation; and  the  inability  to  do  this  is  proof  poailive  of  the  existence 
of  dislocation,  inasmuch  as  no  other  injury  of  the  shonlder-joint 
can  induce  this  inability. 

The  proposition  is  so  lucidly  and  powerfully  sustained  by  the 
author,  in  his  report,  that  we  take  the  liberty  of  quoting  it  in 
fall,  with  the  illustrations: 

"  In  order  to  make  these  propositions  apparent,  I  beg  leave 
to  present  drawings,  taken  team  the  skeleton,  showing  the  rela- 
tive position  of  the  bones  in  the  natural  state,  and  in  the  several 
dialolations  of  the  shoulder.  The  evidence  thus  obtained  in  sup- 
port  of  my  principle  would  be  still  stronger  if  the  bones  were 
invested  with  their  normal  coverings  and  attachments. 
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"Let  us  then  look  at  Fig.  1,  and  we  may  observe,  that  while 
the  head  of  the  humerus  occupies  the  glenoid  cavity,  aud  the 
fingers  rest  upoa  the  other  shoulder,  the  elbow  and  lower  end  of 
the  humerus  lie  upon  the  thorax  without  diificulty,  because  of  the 
circamstaoce  that  the. head  of  the  humerus,  when  in  its  natural 
position,  is  removed  several  inches  from  the  ribs.  In  consequence 
of  the  rotundity  of  the  thoracic  walls,  it  is  physically  impossible 
that  both  endu  of  the  humerus  should,  at  the  same  time,  come  iu 


contact  with  the  chest.  We  see,  therefore,  in  Fig.  1,  that  in  th« 
absence  of  any  dislocation,  the  tipper  ha}fo\  the  bone  does  not 
touch  the  thorax,  and  that  the  Imoer  ha!/  does  bo  without  the  least 
difficulty. 

"  By  now  referring  to  Fig.  2,  which  represents  a  dislocation 
into  the  axilla,  we  find  that,  the  fingers  being  placed  upon  the 
opposite  shoulder,  the  elbow  is  forced  so  far  forwards  that  it  can- 
not touch  the  thorax.  In  this  state  of  things,  the  upper  end  of 
the  buroeros  alone  touches  the  ribs,  while  the  lower  end  is  pro- 
portionately removed  from  the  chest.  Any  attempt  to  force  th» 
elbow  against  the  thorax  mus^  be  fruitless,  nnless  at  the  expense 
of  a  disruption  of  all  the  soft  parts  by  which  the  bead  of  the  ha- 
meniB  is  held  down;  for,  as  I  have  already  stated,  it  is  physicaili/ 
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impoagOAe  for  both  ends  of  the  bamems  t«  toach  the  thoradc  wall* 
at  the  B&me  time. 


FiQ.  9. 

"We  have  represented,  in  Fig.  3,  a  dislocation  forwarde,  or 

below  the  claricle;  and  here  again  we  find  the  upper  end  of  the 

hnmerae  reetiog  apon  the  ribs — the  elbow  being  conseqneDtl; 

removed  from  the  chest     The  upper  half  of  the  hnmeras  touches 
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the  thorax,  and  bo  long  aa  this  is  the  case,  it  ia  ph^dcall;  impoa- 
sible  for  the  lovier  portion  of  the  hamems  also  to  do  iL  In  dts- 
locatjona  of  this  Mud  it  ia  Tery  difiBcult  to  carry  the  fingers  npon 
the  opposite  ahoolder,  even  thongh  the  elbow  be  allowed  to  pro- 
ject forward,  because  of  the  resistance  offered  by  the  strong  mns- 
cles  which  pnll  back  the  hnmems.  I  have,  however,  represented 
the  bones  of  the  skeleton  in  this  position,  for  the  porpose  of 
shewing  the  effect,  in  case  it  could  be  assumed,  in  the  living. 


Fio.  4. 

DielocatioDS  of  the  bameras  npon  the  dorsam  of  the  scapala, 
although  very  rare,  should  still  be  carefully  studied.  I  have, 
therefore,  represented  this  accident  in  Fig.  4,  by  which  it  may  be 
seen  that  the  same  principles  are  applicable  also  to  it. 

"Here,  as  well  as  in  the  other  instances,  it  is  only  the  vpper 
end  of  the  bameras  that  tonches  the  thorax,  and  the  elbow  pro- 
jecta  strongly  forwards.  In  this  dislocation  it  might  be  posBible 
to  bring  the  elbow  against  the  side  of  the  trank,  by  carrying  the 
the  bameras  down  parallel  with  the  axis  of  the  body;,  but  any 
contact  of  the  elbow  with  the  chest  is  impossible,  if  the  fingers 
be  directed  towards,  or  placed  npon  the  sound  ahoolder,  for  then 
the  form  of  the  thorax  wonld  offer  an  insuperable  obstacle. 

"  Having  now,  I  trust,  sufficiently  demonstrated  the  truth  of 
the  proposition  that  it  is  phyaicdly  impossible  to  bring  the  elbow 
against  the  front  of  the  tiiorax  in  dislocations  of  the  shoulder,  I 
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wonld  simply  add,  that  it  is  equally  true  that  no  other  injury  of 
the  shoulder-joint  than  a  dislocation  can  induce  this  physical 
impossibility.  It  is  obvious  that  a  mere  contusion  of  the  soft 
parts  may  render  motion  of  the  joint  so  painful  as  to  deter  the 
patient  from  the  effort  necessary  to  carry  the  fingers  upon  the 
other  shoulder.  But  there  can  be  no  difficulty  on  tbe  part  of  the 
surgeon  in  placing  the  limb  in  this  position,  and  an  ancesthetic 
might  be  used,  if  desirable,  so  aa  to  render  manipulation  painless. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  fractures  of  the  upper  end  of  the  hum- 
ems,  of  the  acromion,  of  the  coracoid  process,  and  of  the  neck  of 
the  scapula.  In  neither  of  these  accidents  can  there  be  any 
physical  impediment  in  the  way  of  bringing  the  elbow  in  contact 
with  the  front  of  the  cbest,  for  in  neither  of  them  can  the  upper 
end  of  tlio  humerus  be  so  fixed  against  the  ribs  aa  to  make  it  im- 
possible for  the  lower  kd/I  to  tooch  the  chest.  Nothing,  therefore, 
but  a  dislocation,  can  prevent  tbe  limb  from  being  placed  in  tbe 
position  indicated. 

"If  it  be  justly  estnemed  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  be 
in  possession  of  correct  priuoiplos  of  diagnosis  in  occult  diseases, 
it  is  certainly  not  the  lens  so  with  regard  to  surgical  accidents, 
especially  when  these  demnml  prompt  interference.  Our  profes- 
sional records  unfortunately  ettabliab  too  conclusively  the  imper- 
fection of  our  diagnostic  resources  in  injuries  of  tbe  joints,  to 
permit  any  indifference  on  tbe  subject.  If,  therefore,  the  views 
here  presented  may  facilitate,  in  the  least  degree,  the  detection 
of  injuries  confessedly  more  or  less  obscure,  my  object  will  bave 
been  attained." 

The  principle  upon  which  this  important  diagnostic  sign  is 
based  is  true.  The  sign  is  pathognomonic  in  every  variety  of 
dislocations  of  the  shoulder-joint.  It  is  simply  perfect  end  infal- 
lible. 

Western  surgeons*  have  done  much  for  tbe  general  advance- 
ment of  surgery.  McDowell,  Sims,  Deaderick  and  Smythe  have 
made  their  names  immortal  by  their  glorious  deeds;  but  Dugas 
has  conferred  more  benefit  on  the  profession  bv  pointing  out  this 
true  sign  of  dislocated  shoulder-joint  than  either  of  those  distin- 
guished men.  It  should  be  known  and  handed  down  to  all  future 
generations  as  Dugas'  Sign. 

*Dr.  Bowling  was  the  first  to  call  oltemion  to  tbe  bet  that  Americaa 
•argery  owes  most  of  its  progress  tkod  Kl«''y>  'Innug  this  century,  to  tbos« 
Tbo  lived  in  towns  and  villaR«s  of  slave  States.     Uu  cnlU  tbe  unntes  of  his 
beroea  his  "string  of  bonds." 
Nashuille  JourwU  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 
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Newspafeb  Chaiilatanism. — Of  all  tlie  manifestations  and  im- 
plements of  the  medical  charlatan  of  the  present  daj,  there  are 
none  so  dangerous  and  disgraceful  as  those  conuected  with  the 
daily  newspaper  press.  Indeed,  in  every  city,  town  and  village 
there  are  a  certain  number  of  physicians  who  are  thoroaghly 
well  known  to  nse  this  venal  agent  as  the  basis  of  notoriety  and 
emolument  They  have  planted  their  seed  carefully  and  secretly; 
they  have  enriched  the  ground  by  constant  expenditures  for 
costly  fertilizers;  and  they  have  largely  reaped  the  harvest  which 
springs  from  the  culture  of  such  seed.  Their  bams  are  full;  their 
fields  are  teeming,  and  like  the  rich  man  of  Palestine,  they  fancy 
that  they  will  continue  to  buy,  and  got  much  gain.  But  as  their 
rich  prototype  was  cut  down  in  the  midst  of  his  plentitude,  so 
will  a  similar  fate  be  theirs;  for,  sooner  or  later,  they  too  will  be 
summoned  before  a  dread  tribunal — that  remorseless  tribunal  of 
physicianE,  professional  sentiment,  to  meet  a  just  retribution  for 
their  long  years  of  personal  manceuvering  and  professional 
degradation. 

"Who  doe-i  not  know  each  newspaper  charlatan  in  his  neigh- 
borhood? How  plausible  he  is;  how  he  abuses  the  tricky  use 
of  the  press  by  others;  how  devoted  he  is  to  medical  societies; 
bow  professionally  upright  and  personally  frank  and  ingenuous. 
He  knows  every  editor  and  sub-editor;  he  calls  them  all  by  name; 
indeed,  by  their  Christian  name ;  more  than  this,  each  Christian 
name  is  pleasingly  abbreviated,  and  "Tom.,"  "Bal„"  "Hal."  etc. 
are  truly  happy  or  amused  over  his  cordial  warmth,  familiarity 
and  frankness.  The  managing  or  chief  editor  finds  in  his  sanc- 
tum a  brace  of  pheasants,  or  a  choice  string  of  partridges,  or 
snipe,  etc.,  "with  the  complimentfi  of  ¥."  or  B.  Choice  "Bour- 
bon "  or  a  box  of  the  best  cigars,  is  deposited,  with  a  similar 
pleasing  card,  upon  the  desk  of  the  sub-editor,  "the  local." 
Pleasant  rides,  petit  muptirg,  charming  games  of  cards,  "with  a 
few  intimates  only,"  are  furaished  with  the  rarest  judgment.  In- 
deed, the  editors  are  handled  with  as  much  skill  as  Isaac  Walton 
ever  displayed  with  the  reel  and  line,  and  like  the  siqiplest  fish, 
they  are  booked  and  landed  with  the  most  charming  profit  and 
unfailing  dexterity.  And  now  for  the  reward.  What  charming 
little  paragraphs  and  delicate  eulogies;  how  naturally  appear 
professional  essays  and  extracts  from  periodicals  and  choice  edi- 
torial notices  culled  from  distant  newspapers,  whose  editors  hav^ 
been  equally  simple  and  equally  well  managed;  what  splendid 
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notioea,  alsewbere  obtained  and  conepicaonBly  marked,  come  in 
a  flood  into  the  editor's  Banctom;  and  what  princel;  editions  of 
eTet7  iBsae  in  which  these  notices  re-appear  are  purchased  and 
jodicionsly  distributed;  how  manj  inflnential  medical  friends  have 
their  nice  little  medical  essays  pablisbed  and  profitably  dissemi- 
nated; and  what  a  f(Iorious  time  all  parties  have  over  the  matter; 
and  how  the  editor's  folly  is  well  known  to  all;  and  how  the  mis- 
erable charlatans,  behind  the  screen  as  they  suppose,  are  invari- 
ably nnderatood  and  weighed  in  private  colloquy,  and  ridiculed 
and  deBpieed. 

The  reader  may  say:  well,  why  publish  all  these  facts;  they 
are  true  and  well  known  to  physicians,  but  what  can  be  done; 
what  good  can  be  accomplished  by  publishing  them?  Those 
who  say  this  have  not  watched  the  results  of  such  pnblioations 
in  medical  joumala.  The  culprits  are  not  confessed  and  open 
charlatans;  they  claim  society  and  professional  position;  they 
dread  exposure  and  being  held  up  naked  and  in  derision  before 
the  great  body  of  that  profession  whom  they  degrade  and  dis- 
grace, but  whom  they  fear  with  an  abject  terror.  Secrecy  is  sac- 
cess  and  retained  prosperity;  exposure  is  Aulure  and  ruin.  These 
men  may  affect  to  laugh  at  the  medical  press,  bat  they  know  its 
power,  and  fear  it;  they  know  Jt  can  unmask  and  destroy  them; 
and  laugh  as  they  often  do,  they  watch  it  closely,  and  feel  that 
it  can  punish  if  it  cannot  reform  them.  When  the  Queen  of 
Navarre  was  asked  not  to  heed  the  lays  of  the  troubadonr,  she 
wisely  said:  "Tou  are  wrong;  let  me  see  the  oraole  that  can  tell 
nations  what  I  am;"  and  however  silly  and  rollicking  bravado 
may  affect  to  disregard  the  press,  the  silent  monitor  within  re- 
peats in  effect,  with  increasing  and  successful  force,  these  truth- 
ful words  of  the  wise  Queen. — American  Medical  Weekly, 

A  SoMHAMBCLiBT  ON  GuABD. — Tho  Philadelphia  Medical  Re- 
porter tells  of  a  soldier  at  Fort  Concho,  Texas,  who  was  observed 
by  his  lieutenant  to  walk  his  rounds  in  the  night  without  chal- 
lenging those  who  approached.  His  eyes  were  open,  and  be 
made  his  regular  tramp  to  and  fro  without  using  them.  The 
lieatent  seized  him  by  the  collar  and  shook  him  ronghly,  when 
he  instantly  awoke,  and  brought  his  musket  to  a  ready  in  proper 
military  style.  He  was  court-martialed  for  neglect  of  duty,  but 
acquitted  on  the  ground  of  sonmambulism.  He  said  he  wag 
dreaming,  while  walking  his  beat,  that  he  was  at  his  home  in 
Massachusetts. 
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EuziB  Iodo-Bkokide  Oalcidh  CoMPOnND. — By  S.  P.  Crawford, 
A.M.,  M.D.,  Stockton,  Caltfomia. — I  fear  my  Incubrations  will  be- 
«omfl  bordensome  to  tbe  pages  of  your  Joanial  and  wearisome 
to  yonr  readers — so  much  so  that  jou  may  be  driven  to  the  neces- 
«t7  of  striking  me  from  your  list  of  contributors.  All  I  have  to 
say  is,  "  Strike,  but  hear  me,"  for  it  has  come  to  the  blabbing  or 
banting  point  with  me. 

The  above  ia  but  one  of  a  class  of  medicioas  I  see  advertised 
in  the  medical  journals  from  Dan  to  Beersheba.  Now,  a  medical 
journal  has  been,  with  me,  what  a  religions  newspaper  is  to  oar 
pare  and  simple-minded  church  matrons,  they  look  npoa  their 
church  paper  as  the  next  best  thiug  to  their  Bible,  and  that  its 
editor  is  a  Paul  in  learning,  faith  and  parity,  and  a  Peter  in  piety, 
and  that  all  the  paper  contains  is  sanctioned  by  this  paragon  of 
faith  and  learning.  The  paper  is  looked  upon  as  the  esponnder 
of  the  true  ^tb,  and  of  course  coald  contain  nothing  in  its  col- 
umns smacking  of  impiety  or  falsehood,  not  even  the  most  vul- 
gar advertisement.  Hence  it  is  that  the  columns  of  such  papers 
are  crowded  with  advertisements  of  the  vilest  quack  nsstrums, 
and  it  is  through  this  class  of  joamals  that  three-fourths  of  this 
class  of  compounds  of  stuff  and  stink  find  their  way  to  the  hearth- 
stones and  stomachs  of  the  people. 

I  look  npoQ  the  medical  journals  as  being  the  exponnders  al 
the  true  medical  faith,  and  should  oontain  nothing,  inside  or 
outside,  that  would  be  calculated  to  lead  the  minds  of  the  laity 
in  the  profession  astray.  The  great  body  of  the  profession  have 
not  extensive  libraries,  nor  are  they  blessed  with  the  means  to 
possess  themselves  with  every  new  book  as  it  comes  steaming 
from  the  press,  laden  with  the  treasures  of  the  latest  discoveries; 
neither  have  they  time  for  extensive  readii^.  Their  journal  is 
their  medical  bible,  and  their  main  reliance  to  keep  posted  on 
therapeutics  and  general  medical  science. 

With  this  exordium  I  desire  to  relate  my  experience  with  the 
above  article,  with  some  comments  added  thereto. 

I  saw  the  article,  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this 
paper,  advertised  in  the  pages  of  all  the  joamals  that  come  ander 
my  observation,  filling  from  two  to  four  pages,  setting  forth  its 
virtues,  with  such  flattering  notices  from  physicians,  relating 
marvelous  cures  in  many  cases,  etc.,  that  I  felt  anxioos  to  try  it, 
believing,  from  the  flattering  encomiums  passed  npon  it  by  those 
who  had  tried  it,  that  it  was  certainly  the  deaideralum  in  certain 
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diaeasee.  I  made  inqoir;  for  it  in  the  shops,  but  failed  to  get  it 
I  wrote  to  the  proprietors,  asking  price  and  where  it  coald  be 
had,  aad  was  informed  that  it  was  for  sale  in  all  the  principal 
drug  stores  in  the  United  States.  Not  long  after  this  I  had« 
case  that  had  ran  the  rounds  of  the  advertising  quacks  and 
through  the  gauntlet  of  nustrum-veiidorB,  from  a  pinch  of  dry 
"monkey-dung"  to  the  "last  chance."  The  case  was  such  an 
one  as  I  thought  might  be  met  by  the  above  article.  Before 
taking  the  case  I  made  my  patient  promise  to  abani3on  all  nos- 
trums, not  to  hsten  to  the  croaking  of  old  women,  nor  be  allured 
by  the  advertising  quacks  or  "  traveling  doctors,"  but  if  any 
should  come  about  to  knock  theu  on  the  head  with  a  pine  knot 
or  set  the  dogs  on  them;  I  made  my  patient  promise  implicitly 
to  follow  my  directions,  or  I  would  not  take  the  case. 

Having  thus  fortified  myself  against  all  intruders,  I  gave  a 
Uttle  medicine  preparatory  to  the  mup  de  main  with  the  Elisir 
lodo-Bromide  Calcium  Compound. 

Three  or  four  days  after  this  I  called  and  prescribed  the  afore- 
mentioned artit^e,  and  ordered  it  to  be  in  readiness  at  my  next 
?isit. 

Il  came  and  /  came  at  the  appointed  time.  My  first  inquiry, 
after  the  salutations  of  the  morning,  was,  "have  you  got  the 
medicine  ordered?"  I  never  shall  forget  the  look  of  reproach 
and  disappointment  of  my  patient  as  she  answered  in  the  affirm- 
ative, pointing  to  a  bottle  standing  on  the  shelf.  It  stood  by  the 
side  of  an  empty  bottle  of  Jayne's  Espectorant.  It  was  pasted 
all  over,  from  stem  to  stem,  with  yellow  paper,  giving  its  ingre- 
dients, setting  forth  its  virtues  in  a  host  of  diseases,  directions  as 
to  dose,  etc,  fiattering  notices  from  medical  journals,  and  enco- 
miums from  numerous  physicians,  extolling  its  wonderful  virtues. 

Along  with  this  pasted  cover  was  a  whole  lot  of  loose  wrapper, 
containing  pretty  much  the  same  things,  in  a  little  more  extended 
form.  I  never  saw  the  vilest  compound  in  the  domain  of  charla- 
tanism more  thoroughly  fortified  with  recommendations  and  flat- 
tering notices  such  as  are  designed  for  the  gaping  public 

My  first  thought  was,  la  there  not  some  mistake?  I  took  it 
down,  turned  it  over  and  over,  looked  at  it,  tasted  it,  smelt  it. 
No,  there  is  no  mistake.  Here  is  the  name,  occupying  the  whol& 
length  of  the  bottle,  and  here  are  the  ingredients.  Abont  one- 
fourth  of  the  contents  of  the  bottle  was  gone,  and  I  was  informed 
that  it  was  the  last  bottle  in  the  drug-store,  and  that  some  bad 
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been  sold  ont  of  it.  Some  doctor,  do  doubt,  more  fortunate 
th&ii  myself,  deeiring  to  test  its  virtues,  had  called  for  it  in  per- 
son, and.  Dot  liking  too  much  of  o,  good  thing  in  the  way  of  flat- 
tery and  recommendation,  bad  taken,  a  few  ounces  of  it,  ashamed 
to  be  seen  with  the  original  bottle. 

"Doctor,"  said  my  patient,  "I  thought  you  were  opposed  to 
patent  medicines  and  all  advertised  nostrums  I  You  made  me 
promise  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  them,  and  here  yon  aro 
giving  tho  very  things  you  denounced  iu  unmeasured  termsl" 

I  sunk  right  down  into  luy  boots — I  wilted — and  felt  small 
enough  to  crawl  through  a  key-hole,  and  mad  enonght  to  bite 
"pi."  "Madam,"  I  said,  "this  is  no  patent  medicine  or  adver- 
tised nostrum." 

"If  il  is  not,  then  Jaync'n  is  not,  for  I  can  see  do  difference 
between  it  and  Jiiyne's,  except  that  Jayne's  is  the  most  neatly 
labeled.  They  are  both  covered  vrith  directions  as  to  dose,  din- 
eases  which  they  are  said  to  cure,  certificates  and  recommenda- 
tions." 

I  used  to  consider  myself  pretty  good  at  splitting  metaphys- 
ical hairs,  but  here  was  a  medico-therapeutic  hair  that  defied  all 
my  skill.  I  thought  I  had  the  advantage  in  the  fact  that  my 
hero  was  eviscerated  and  the  contents  of  his  abdomen  were  Epr<!ad 
out  on  the  label;  but  these  contents  were  all  Greek  to  my  patient. 

As  &  finale  my  patient  said:  "Doctor,  if  I  am  to  take  tbiu 
medicine,  I  can  di.spense  with  your  services;  for  all  the  dircc- 
tiona  are  given  here,  and  I  see  no  further  necessity  for  yoni- 
attendance." 

I  left,  and  up  to  date  I  have  heard  nothing  more  from  my 
patient. 

Now,  Messrs.  Editors,  you  seo  the  reason  why  I  want  tc  be 
heard,  and  why  it  is  that  my  wrath  has  arisen  to  the  point  thiit  I 
must  "blab  or  bust."  If  ever  a  man  was  justifiable  in  hiiiug 
some  one  to  "cuss,"  I  ought  to  be  allowed  to  hire  a  score  elo- 
qnent  in  the  dialect,  and  then  tlie  subject  would  not  be  half  ven- 
tilated- "  Why  ? — because  you  have  lost  a  patient,  and  thereby  a 
fee  ?  "  Not  so  ;  "  be  that  steals  my  purse,  steals  trash,"  but  he 
that  steals  my  good  name,  let  him  be  anathema  maratuUha.  This 
dabbling  with  the  formidable  article  at  the  head  of  this  paper,  it 
is  true,  did  rob  me  of  a  patient  and  a  fee  ;  but  it  did  more— it 
robbed  me  of  a  good  name.  Instead  of  proving  myself  an  honest 
physician,  it  placed  me,  in  the  estimation  of  some,  at  least,  as  the 
Vol.  XIIL— No.  5.— 19. 
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most  consummate  asa  in  charlatanism.  To  set  my  fooe,  like  flint, 
against  every  appearance  ot  evil  in  medicine,  honestly  tryins  to 
reUere  the  aick,  has  been  the  bosinesa  of  nearly  thirty  years  of 
my  life.  While  thus  engaged,  to  find  myself  plunged,  head  and 
ears,  into  the  cesspool  of  charlatanism,  and  doused  about  until 
the  breath  of  honesty  becomes  extinct,  is  a  hard  road  to  trareL 
It  is  time  for  all  such  to  "  cuss  out  and  quit." 

Of  the  meiits  or  virtues  of  the  article  in  question  I  Icnow 
nothing  ;  therefore  have  nothing  to  say  about  it,  pro  or  con. 

This  ia  what  I  want  to  say  :  If  there  ore  any  virtues  in  that 
medicine,  and  the  proprietors  thiuk  they  have  discovered  a  happy 
combinatioii  of  ingredients. of  value  to  the  profession,  and  design 
it  for  their  use,  let  them  prepare  it  as  other  medicines  are  pre- 
pared, with  simple  name  upon  the  label  and  the  name  of  the 
house  that  prepares  it.  The  answer  to  this  is,  that  it  is  prepared 
in  buUk  ijottles  of  6  lbs.  eoob  for  physiciaus.  This  is  killing  two 
birds  with  one  stoae.  The  proprietor  not  only  prepares  it  for 
physicians,  but  prescribes  it  in  diseases,  not  in  the  way  physicians 
usually  prescribe  medicinoa,  but  as  t^e  quacks  do,  by  sending  it 
broadcast  over  the  laaid,  fortified  by  the  most  flattering  encomi- 
ums, and  spacific  directions  for  public  use,  by  any  one  who  may 
be  captivated  by  its  recommendations,  as  all  quack  nostrums  ore. 

If  this  is  not  quackery,  in  the  name  of  heaven  and  all  honesty 
what  is  it? 

The  defense,  perhaps,  for  this  mode  of  procedure  ia,  that  all 
these  notices,  encotaiums,  S[)ecitic  directions  and  laudations  are 
designed  only  for  the  eyes  of  the  profession.  While  this  may  be 
true,  it  is  plain  to  be  seen  that  behind  all  this  there  lies  the  de- 
sire to  thrust  it  on  the  public  for  general  and  iudiscriininate  use, 
as  all  proprietary  medicines  are,  with  the  double  advantage  of 
being  backed  up  by  the  profession.  If  this  is  legitimate  medi- 
cine, deliver  me  tiom  all  such !  When  the  business  of  tlie  D  jctor 
is  reduced  to  the  prescribiug  of  this  one's  compound  and  that 
one's  elixir,  and  then,  as  soon  aa  prescribed,  to  have  the  proprie- 
tor step  Id,  flourishing  hie  gilded  and  magio  bottle  in  your  face, 
take  charge  of  the  case,  kick  you,  a  posterwri,  and  send  you  home, 
"  I  want  none  in  mine."  Give  me  the  good  old  days  when  doc- 
tors kept  their  own  shops  and  compounded  their  own  mediainas. 

Having  flnished  my  talk,  I  shall  now  take  a  bath,  "potenized 
with  the  Extract  of  Moonshine,"  ousa  out  aud  quit. — N<uhoiUe 
Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 
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DiuiANA. — By  J.  J.  Caldwell,  M.D.,  Ballinare,  Md. — I  noir 
desire  to  invite  your  attention  to  a  plant — new  to  the  medical 
world — called  in  tlie  Indian  tongoe  "Damiana"  (a  powerful 
apbrodiBiac),  and  found  bn  tlte  western  bardera  of  Mesico. 

In  giving  tlie  biatorj  of  this  wonderful  and  beautiful  little 
plant,  I  regret  to  sa;  that  I  cannot  present,  aa  jei,  its  technical 
name  or  true  clasditication;  but  I  am  very  well  gatiefied,  from 
quite  an  extended  experience  with  the  tincture  and  extract  of 
this  plant,  of  its  powerful  influence  over  the  uriao-genital  organs 
of  both  sexes,  as  in  moderate  doses  it  increases  the  flow  of  urine, 
as  well  as  the  sexual  appetite,  as  my  cases  reported  in  this  article 
will  show. 

Case  I. — Mr.  H,,  of  Carroll  county,  Md.,  aged  70,  called,  June, 
1874,  to  be  treated  for  impotency.  As  he  hud  just  married  his 
fourth  wife,  he  manifested  great  anxiety  concerning  his  weakened 
powers.  I  advisL-d  him  to  try  the  benefit  of  Faradic  current 
through  the  genito-sacrol  plexus.  His  occnpatioD  being  such  aa 
to  require  almost  constant  travel,  he  was  unable  to  follow  my 
orders  in  this  particular.  I  then  placed  him  upon  the  stroug 
tincture  of  damlaua,  in  tublespoonful  doses  three  or  four  times  a 
day,  which  resulted  in  a  marked  iuiprovement  in  his  procreativo 
powers,  80  that,  after  a  few  weeks'  continued  use  of  the  remedy, 
he  reported  himself  "  well  able  to  enjoy  sexual  congress,  of  coarse 
observing  a  moderation  due  in  a  man  of  his  age." 

Case  H. — In  October,  1S74,  Mr.  M,,  of  Baltimore,  informed 
me  that  his  wife,  after  a  severe  illness,  with  mental  trouble,  lost 
all  her  sexual  appetite,  her  age  being  40.  Her  health  being  well 
re-estabUshed,  I  resorted  to  this  nervine  tonic,  with  very  happy 
results.  Her  husband,  being  robust  and  vigorous,  as  a  matter 
of  experiment,  used  the  same  remedy  in  tablespoouful  doses 
twice  a  day,  resulting  in  excessive  and  almost  ungovernable  sex- 
ual desirej  and  this  has  proven  true  in  several  other  cases  of 
vigorous  constitution  upon  which  I  have  experimented. 

Case  III. — Col.  L.,  of  Baltimore,  aged  55,  called,  December, 
1874,  sulfering  from  general  debility  of  the  genito-urinory  organs, 
attributed  to  the  excessive  use  of  alcohol.  He,  too,  was  placed 
upon  the  tincture  of  damiana,  and  followed  it  up  faithfully  for  a 
.month  or  six  weeks,  with  the  very  best  results,  greatly  increasing 
the  secretion  of  his  urine,  besides  improving  his  sexual  ability. 

Case  IV. — Mr.  K.  has  been  under  my  core  for  over  a  year, 
sufiTeriiig  from  stricture  of  the  urethra,  with  exti'eme  irritation. 
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of  the  bludder  j,Bymp&thetic. )  The  stricture  was  treated  bygal- 
Tftnic  electrolysis  successfully,  by  placinfj  au  elastic  insuiated 
steel-pointed  catheter,  attached  to  the  negative  pole  of  the  gal- 
Taiiic  battery,  applying  the  same  with  gcutle  pressure,  while  the 
positive  pole,  a  zinc  plate  four  inches  squai'e,  covered  with  a  nap- 
kin saturated  with  salt  water,  was  placed  over  the  sacral  spine — 
these  applications  made  on  alternate  days,  with  fifteen  minutes 
niiplication  each.  After  the  stricture  had  been  absorbed  and 
removed  by  this  mode  of  treatment,  the  irritability  of  the  parts 
yielded  to  the  use  of  the  tincture  of  daiuiana,  in  moderate  doses, 
twice  a  day. 

The  foregoing  is  a  report  of  a  few  typical  ciiwes  that  have 
come  under  my  observation,  and  are  given  as  »n  introduction  of 
this  new  remedy,  and  for  what  they  are  worth,  solely  with  the 
view  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  virtues  of 
thin  pretty  little  plant,  cnlled  from  the  prolific  soil  of  the  wilds 
of  Old  Mexico — a  field  no  doubt  teeming  wilh  a  wealth  of  un- 
known medicines,  waiting  for  the  progress  of  onr  noble  and 
searching  science  to  penetrate  and  grasp  her  hidden  treasures. 

1  would  recommend  the  tincture  and  liuid  est.  of  damiana.  I 
prefer  the  fluid  extract,  as  it  is  less  bulky,  more  positive  in  its 
effects,  and  more  reliable  and  uniform,  as  proven  in  cases  now 
under  my  care.  Indeed,  this  reiutdy  seems  to  have  a  specific 
effect  upon  all  of  the  organs  of  the  pi-his,  giving  increased  tone 
and  activity  to  all  of  the  secretions  in  that  vicinity. —  Vhyinia 
Medical  Month' y. 

The  QuEbTKtN  or  Quacks  asd  Diplomas. — It  has  been  the  pol- 
icy of  this  journal  to  ignore  professional  quarrels  and  diflicullies, 
and  to  excluile  personal  iiK.tter^.  But  there  has  sprung  up  of 
late  an  agitatiou  whicli,  t:iking  its  rise  outside  of  the  profession 
and  for  black-maihng  purposes,  has  not  only  introduced  some 
embanassment  in  our  ranks,  but  at  the  same  time  has  tended  to 
injure  ihe  profession  in  California  in  the  estimation  of  persons 
not  aware  of  its  source  and  motive.  Two  medical  periodicals,, 
the  London  Lancet  and  the  Jlo^lon  journal — no  others,  we  believe 
— have  permitted  themselves  to  be  duped  by  the  publications 
referred  to,  and  have  committed  the  discourtesy  of  reproducing 
the  slanders.  We  did  not  suppose  that  any  respectable  medical 
joumabst  would,  without  careful  inquiry,  propagate  evil  reports 
against  his  brethren  separated  from  him  by  ocean  and  goatineut. 


b,Coo*^lc 


OUR  EXCUAXGES.  293 

on  mere  newspaper  authoriiy,  particularly  on  the  authority  of  a 
single  publication,  and  that  kiiown  to  every  individual  in  thia 
-quarter  of  the  world  who  kuoiva  anything  about  it,  as  utterly 
unworthy  of  credence.  But,  as  the  caae  now  stands,  duty  to  the 
profession  on  the  Pacific  Coast  requires  us  to  break  silence  and 
to  repel  the  slitudera  in  question.  This  we  shall  do  in  as  few 
words  as  possible,  and  without  going  far  into  particulars. 

Some  months  ago,  the  JVuios  Lifter,  a  weekly  publication  issued 
in  San  Fraucisco,  began  to  publish,  from  week  to  week,  a  list  of 
names  as  "  quacks."  including  a  number  of  respcntable  practi- 
tioners together  with  others  who  were  moat  notorious  charlatiins. 
Several  persons  thus  placarded  had  their  names  atricken  from 
the  list  by  paying  sums  of  money.  Other  names  were  added, 
and  it  was  announced  that  those  who  would  come  forward  and 
show  their  diplomas  shoukl  be  expunged.  Numbers  of  old  aud 
niost  respectable  practitioners,  who  had  graduated  thirty  and 
forty  years  ago,  some  of  them  in  schools  long  since  defunct,  the 
]ji-ofessors  all  in  their  graves,  and  even  the  records  destroyed  or 
inacceasible,  were  thus  publicly  impeached.  Many  had  lost  their 
diplomas  by  accidents  of  Hood  aud  fire.  Others  were  reasonably 
averse  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  ft  libelous  print  to  arraign 
them  in  this  manner.  Much  excitement  was  aroused,  in  aud  out 
of  the  profession.  Certain  individuals  in  our  r.iuks,  who  hid 
personal  ends  to  gain,  fomented  the  movement  by  handing  in  the 
names  of  those  whom  they  hated.  It  was  well  understood  that 
there  were  professional  scavengers  engaged  in  this  work — men 
who  possessed  diplomas  and  not  honor.  Not  a  solitary  indivi- 
dual, however,  up  to  this  time,  has  dared  to  show  his  haud,  or  to 
acknowledge  himself  an  infonne r.  One  or  two  instances  of  frau- 
dulent clatma  to  the  Degree  were  exposed,  and  tiiia  gave  some 
ptttUsibihty  to  the  proceeding. 

It  was  natural  that  men  who  claimed  to  bo  graduates,  and  who 
had  gained  membership  in  societies  under  that  claim,  and  who 
were  publicly  charged  with  having  no  diplomas,  should  become 
subjects  of  inquiry  among  their  associates.  Accordingly  the  mat- 
ter was  introduced  in  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  a  committee 
appointed  to  hear  and  investigate  charges  of  misconduct  on  that ' 
ground.  So  rests  the  question  in  regard  to  the  State  Society. 
In  the  San  Francisco  Society  a  proposition  was  made  to  repe!  the 
accusation  as  to  several  of  its  members  whose  names  had  been 
j)nblished  in  the  list  of  quacks.     The  pi-oposition  was  vigorously 
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Opposed  by  those  who  thought  it  anbecoming  to  Notice  accuss— 
tions  coming  from  such  a  sonrce.  The  subject  is  under  advise- 
ment,  and  will  donbtleas  be  disposed  of  properly  in  due  season. 
Meanwhile,  we  desire  to  caation  oar  brethren,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  not  to  give  credence  to  a  pretended  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  last  meeting,  which  appeared  in  one  of  the  daily  pa- 
pers, and  which  represented  the  members  as  having  an  acrimo- 
nious debftt«,  btkndying  epithets,  threatening  resignation,  and  so 
forth.  No  snch  proceedings  took  place.  The  meeting  was  in- 
tended to  be  private,  and  a  resolution  was  adopted  requesting 
those  not  members  of  the  profession  to  withdraw.  The  reporter 
of  the  daily  paper  alluded  to,  taking  advantage  of  the  fact  that 
he  was  snpposed  to  be  a  medical  man,  remained.  A  man  who 
would  do  so,  and  then  publish  the  proceedings,  is  destitate  of 
honor;  and  one  who  has  no  honor  will  tell  lies  if  it  suit  bis  pur- 
pose. 

It  is  possible  that  some  persons  will  regard  our  estimate  of 
the  print  which  originated  the  present  turmoil  as  tinctured  with 
prejudice.  For  the  benefit  of  such  persons,  we  will  add  that  a 
recent  number  of  the  Neios  Letter  contains  a  lung  tirade  of  abuse 
and  falsehood  applied  by  name  to  the  senior  editor  of  this  jour- 
nal, which  was  written  by  a  man  named  Neilson,  a  prominent 
attache  of  the  former  print.  A  number  of  years  ago  this  indivi- 
dual was  under  our  charge  as  an  office  patient  for  several  weeks. 
He  paid  nothing,  nor  did  we  ever  make  any  claim  against  him. 
Without  any  cause  of  offence,  or  any  personal  difficulty,  he  now 
publishes  the  studied  and  deliberate  libel  referred  to — an  illus- 
tration of  the  common  experience  that  the  beneSciariea  of  our 
profession  are  apt  to  be  its  worst  enemies.  * 

In  conclusion,  we  respectfully  ask  the  editors  of  the  London 
Lancet  and  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  to  notice  this 
article  so  far  as  to  recall  their  former  unfriendly  publication — 
nnless  indeed  they  attach  more  credit  to  irresponsible  and  unpro- 
fessional authority  on  professional  topics  than  to  the  declarations 
of  responsible  and  well-known  members  of  the  brotherhood. — 
,  Podfic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Proposed  Remedy  for  Oz<ena. — A  teitspoonful  of  common  salt 
dissolved  in  a  pint  of  milk  gave  "  complete  relief"  in  a  case  of 
ozcena,  by  persistent  use  as  a  topical  application.  So  says  Dr, 
listhrop,  of  Detroii 
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ARGUMESTUM  AD  HOMINEU. 

"  What  oila  papa's  mcinf  ?  "  said  a  sweet  little  girl, 
Hei  brifiht  eyes  revealiag  her  teeth  white  as  pearl; 
"  I  love  him,  and  kiss  him,  and  sit  on  his  knee. 
But  [he  kisses  don't  smelt  good,  as  kiasee  sbonld  be. 

"Bnt  mamma"— her  eves  opened  wide  as  she  spoke — 
■'  Do  joa  like  nostj  kisses  of  'bacco  and  smoke? 
They  might  do  Tor  bo;s,  but  Tot  ladies  and  girls 
I  dont  think  them  nice,"  said  she  shaking  her  oorls. 

"Don't  nobody's  papa  have  monfs  nice  and  clean? 
With  kisses  like  yonra,  mammu,  that's  what  I  mean; 
I  want  to  kiaa  papa,  I  lore  him  so  wall. 
Bat  kisses  don't  taste  good  tliat  have  snch  a  smelt. 

"  It's  naaty  to  smoke,  and  eat  'bacco,  and  spit, ' 
And  tba  kiflses  aint  good,  and  aint  sweet,  not  a  bit  I " 
And  her  blossom-like  face  wore  a  look  of  diagoHt, 
As  she  gave  out  her  verdict  so  earnest  and  just. 

Yes,  yes,  little  darling  I  your  wisdnm  has  seen 
TbaC^kisses  for  dnngfater  and  wife  should  l>e  clean; 

For  kisiiee  lose  something  of  neclar  and  blias 
From  muutha  that  are  stained  and  anfit  for  a  kias. 

—  neraidofirtalth. 

A  " Popular  Health  Almanac." — As  a  contiterblast  to  the  in- 
numerable quack  medicine  almanacs,  the  American  Pharmacea- 
tical  Association  propose  a  Popular  Health  Almaaac. 

The  main  aim  of  the  undertaking  is  to  counteract  the  demand 
for  the  thonaands  of  vile  nostrums,  by  giving  to  the  consumer 
information  on  questions  connected  with  public  health,  and  mak- 
ing the  pharmacist  what  he  naturally  should  be,  the  medium  of 
communicating  this  information  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  as 
well  as  for  the  advancement  of  his  own  busineBS  interests.  The 
project  can  hardly  tail  to  enlist  the  sympathy  and  support  of  all 
pharmacists  who  are  not  manufacturers  of  nostrums;  and  the 
energy  of  Dr.  Hoffman,  of  the  Chicago  Pharmacist,  if  he  will 
consent  to  act  as  editor  of  the  Almanac  for  a  number  of  years, 
will  gife  and  preseiTe  for  it  a  high  character  and  lasting  nseful- 
cesa. 

The  recommendation  of  a  series  of  prescriptions,  adapted  to 
popular  use,  to  be  placed  in  the  hande  of  heads  of  families,  was 
long  nrged  in  the  Sxporter  as  the  true  means  of  lessening  the 
consumption  of  nostrums. — Medical  and  Surgical  Rt^rler. 
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The  Newlt  Elected  Pbesidest. — J.  Mnrion  Sima,  M.D.,  the 
newly  elected  president  of  the  National  iledical  Asaociation,  is  a 
aative  of  South  Carolina.  He  was  born  January  25,  1813,  and 
ia,  of  course,  sixty-two  yoara  of  ajje,  though  he  has  the  appear- 
ance of  a  much  younger  man,  He  graduated  at  Jefferson  Col- 
lege, in  Philadelphia,  in  1S35,  and  Bettled  in  Monlgomery,  Ala., 
where  he  practiced  with  great  success  for  eighteen  years,  when 
failing  health  induced  him  to  remove  to  New  York.  There  he 
founded  that  eminent  charity,  the  Woman's  Hospital,  and  ad- 
vanced with  rapid  strides  toward  the  esalted  position  he  now 
occupies  in  the  specialty  of  gynieuology.  "Whtiu  the  War  of  the 
Bcbeltion  broke  out,  his  Kvnapathiea  running  strongly  in  fiivor  of 
his  native  South,  he  left  hia  country  and  took  up  his  abode  in 
Paris.  A  ujost  remarkable  career  of  distinction  in  Europe  now 
opened  upon  hira.  Honors  of  the  highest  character  were  con- 
ferred on  him  in  France,  Belgium,  Germany,  Soivin,  Portugal 
and  Italy,  and  in  England.  In  1868  he  returned  to  America, 
and  has  since  resided  in  New  York.  He  has  a  son  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  medicine,  and  acveral  other  children.  Probably 
no  other  man  in  the  world  holds  a  higher  position  than  ho  occu- 
pies in  the  medical  profi^sHiou,  nor  has  any  other  one  been  the 
recipient  of  regal  honors  from  so  many  sources. — Parijir  Jlfedical 
and  Surgk-al  Journal. 

Oj,eom.vkg.\uin,  ok  Suet  Butteu. — One  of  the  most  senseless 
things  ever  done  by  the  California  press  was  the  crying  down  of 
oleomargarin  and  didving  away  its  manufacture.  There  was  not 
a  shadow  of  reaaou  for  this  course,  and  the  result  was  accomp- 
lished by  appealing  to  popular  prejudice,  and  particularly  by 
harping  on  the  epithet — '■((//  huller.  The  idea  was  propagated 
that  it  was  made  from  dirty  tallow,  whei'eas  the  freshest  and 
cleanest  tullow  is  recjuired — such,  for  instance,  »s  is  devoured 
without  hesitancy  by  the  daintiest  people,  under  the  name  of 
suet,  in  plum-puddiug  and  mince-pie.  The  article  made  in  San 
Francisco  was  quite  as  good  as  the  average  of  winter  butter,  as 
wo  know  from  actual  trial;  and  it  is  asserted  that  the  process  of 
manufacturing  it  has  been  much  improved  since  that  tima  It 
appears  that  the  people  of  Ihe  Atlantic  States  place  a  very  differ- 
ent estimate  on  it  from  ours,  and  that  they  encourage  its  produc- 
tion for  several  reasons;  among  others,  because  it  tends  to  keep 
down  the  price  ot  butter  in  the  season  of  greatest  scarcity,  and 
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thus  to  enable  the  poorer  classes  to  procure  it  wlieu  tbey  could 
not  otherwise  do  so.  Withiu  a  j'ear  past  the  business  has  as- 
sumed import-aut  proportions  in  the  Northern  States  and  in  Can- 
a*la.  At  Hamilton,  Canada,  there  is  a  manufactory  from  which 
2000  pounds  are  shipped  weekly  to  the  United  States,  England 
and  the  West  Indies.  An  invoice  of  eight  tons  was  lately  shipped 
to  Jamaica  from  New  York  by  Pim,  Forwood  &  Co.  It  preserves 
ft  sweetness  much  better  than  natural  butter,  and  on  this  account 
is  in  great  demand  in  the  tropical  islands  and  Brazil.  At  Boston 
the  factory  of  Alerriam  &  Co.  turns  out  several  thousand  pounds 
a  weak  of  an  article  said  to  be  l)ctter  than  that  made  in  Canada. 
This  is  mostly  shipped  to  the  West  Indies.     «    *     * 

The  extent  of  the  trade  in  auet  butter  may  be  inferred  from 
the  fact  that  more  than  eighty  applications  for  patents  for  differ- 
ent processes  of  manufacturing  it  have  been  made,  which  are 
substantially  the  same  as  the  original  method  devised  by  Hippo- 
lite  Mege,  a  scientific  investigator  of  Paris,  who  was  employed 
by  the  French  Government  for  the  pnrijose.  The  New  York 
papers  say  the  article  is  regularly  Sfsrved  at  the  tables  of  some  of 
the  best  hotels  in  that  city,  and  has  not  been  detected  by  the 
guests.  Immense  amounts  of  it  are  palmed  off  for  geuuiue  but- 
ter, and  if  it  answers  the  same  purpose  and  ctmuot  be  distin- 
guished from  the  genuine  article,  the  imposition  appears  to  us  to 
be  entirely  harmless. — Pacific  Mfdieal  and  Surgical  Journal. 

TiscTOiiE  OF  Chloride  of  Ibos  for  Nas.il  Polypus. — Dr.  G. 
Troup  Maiwell  {Phil.  Med.  Times)  injects  into  the  nostril  one 
drachm  tiuctiire  of  iron,  diluted  with  one  drachm  wnt.  r,  holding 
the  head  back  so  that  the  liquid  shall  come  in  couiiict  with  the 
polypns.  This  he  repeats  daily,  with  the  effect  of  producing  a 
complete  cure  in  from  four  to  seven  or  eight  days.  It  causes  but 
slight  pain,  and  does  Dot  prevent  the  patient  from  attending  to 


The  Transfcsios  of  Goat's  Blood  into  an  Irishman,  according 
io  an  Eastern  newspaper,  bad  a  most  extraordinary  effeci  He 
went  to  butting,  and  knocked  down  everybody  in  his  reach. 
When  it  was  supposed  the  effects  had  eutirely  gone  oflf,  the  man 
went  to  church,  and  whilst  there  a  corpuscle  of  the  goat's  blood 
found  its  way  into  hie  brain,  causing  hint  to  butt  the  priest  with 
dangerous  violence. 
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"A  Lost  Abt." — Thank  faeaven,  it  is  a  lost  art  I  Iiet  it  be  l&i2 
away  in  the  catacombs  of  age,  along  with  amolets,  charms,  and 
black-letter  folios  of  the  mediteval  alchemists.  When  the  pathol- 
ogy of  Paracelsus  and  the  therapeutics  of  Mithridates  reg^n 
tbeir  hold  upon  the  medical  mind,  then  let  the  lancet  be  taken 
i^ain  in  hand,  and  Teaesection  be  once  more  received  as  the  great 
panacea  I 

We  had  thought  that  modem  science  had,  onoe  and  for  aye, 
driTeu  Dr.  Saugrado's  specifics  from  the  field;-  had  demonstrated 
that  epoliative  measures  were  no  longer  to  be  tolerated  in  the 
treatment  of  disease  by  enlightened  physicians;  that  the  sick  man 
should  be  mercifully  allowed  to  struggle  with  disease,  if  not  as- 
eiated  by  his  physician,  &till  permitted  to  use  the  natural  resonrces 
of  his  system  against  the  inroads  of  destructive  processes.  How 
much  wo  were  mistaken  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  the 
▼enerable  Nestor  of  American  surgery  could  raise  his  voice  in 
favor  of  this  "  lost  art,"  and  find  approving,  applauding  heorera 
in  an  assembly  supposed  to  represent  American  medicine  1  We 
can  only  hope  that  a  well-founded  admiration  for  the  man  who 
has  done  so  much  to  place  American  surgery  in  its  present  high, 
position,  rather  than  an  agreement  with  him  in  theory  and  prac- 
tice, was  the  reason  for  such  preposterous  views  being  so  well 


If  it  must  needs  be,  let  Prof.  Qross  revive  his  lost  art,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  let  him  and  his  co-belierers  contribute  the  wealth 
of  a  Croesus  or  of  a  dozen  Monte  Cristos  to  duplicate  or  triplicate 
our  present  hospital  accommodations  to  receive  their  predei-tined 

victims. — St.  Louis  Revord,  June. 

EFnciENCY  OF  Mineral  Water  in  REoticrao  and  Adding  Fat. — 
Ferlet,  the  well-known  actor,  whese  leanness  is  described  as 
"something  phenomenal,"  naturally  desiring  to  get  "some  flesh 
on  bis  bones,"  a  well-known  physician  of  Paris  advised  him  to 
go  to  one  of  the  bathing  places  in  the  Pyrenees,  Perlet  accord- 
ingly went  off  to  the  prescribed  locality,  where  he  drank  and 
bathed  with  the  utmost  zeal  and  perseverance.  But  neither 
drinking  nor  bathing  seemed  to  have  any  effect  upon  hiin,  and 
he  remained  just  as  much  a  skeleton  as  before.  "Patienoel' 
urged  the  local  doctor,  in  reply  to  his  expressions  of  disappoint* 
ment;  "  there  is  nothing  like  the  water  of  our  springs  for  making 
people  fat  I "    Soon  after  Ferlet  was  patiently  soaking  himself  in 


b,Coo*^lc 


OVB  BZCBAS6E8..  aS* 

ft  batb,  and  heard  a  colloqn;  in  the  bathing  cabinet  next  bis  ova 
between  the  local  ^scnlapina  and  a  tady  of  enormons  obesity- 
"  Doctor,"  remarked  the  lady,  "  I  am  reall;  losiog  heart  and  pa- 
tience," "Why  BO?"  inquired  the  doctor.  " Because,  thongh  I 
have  been  taking  these  waters  regularly  for  two  months,  I  am 
not  one  ounce  lighter ! "  "Patience,  madam  1"  said  the  doctor, 
in  his  most  persuasive  tones,  "there  is  nothing  like  the  water  of  ovr- 
springs  for  making  people  Ihin.' " — 7%e  Doctor. 

Medical  Educatioh  and  Medical  Leoislation. — The  period  of 
the  annual  recurrence  of  medical  collie  commencementa  is 
always  the  occasion  for  diatribes,  in  medical  and  secular  journals, 
upon  the  defects  of  "  the  modern  system  of  medical  education," 
the  "  low  standard  of  preliminary  acquirements,"  the  "  Buperficial 
character  of  the  instruction  imparted  to  medical  students,"  and 
Tarious  other  disadvantages  which  the  American,  and  eapecialty 
the  Western,  medical  student  is  supposed  to  sustain,  in  compari- 
son with  his  more  fortunate  compeer  on  the  other  side  of-  the 
ocean.  The  stereotyped  facetise  about  "crops  of  sawbones," 
"  licenses  to  kill,"  etc,,  occupy  their  usual  places  in  the  "  funny 
columns"  of  the  press.  The  critics  are  not,  however,  altogether 
merciless,  for  while  indicating  the  faults,  they  are  charitable 
enough  to  designate  the  remedy,  and  this  they  find  in  that  great 
panacea  of  the  untutored  mind,  "  the  law."  Thff  grand  catholicon 
under  whose  magical  influence  all  these  evils  are  to  disappear,  is 
"  Medical  Legislation."  Teachers  are  to  be  made  competent  and 
conscientious,  students  instructed  and  accomplished,  physicians 
learned  and  skilful,  by  acts  of  legislature. 

Lord  Tbuvlow  said  that  an  "  act  of  Parliament  could  not  be 
drawn  through  which  he  could  not  drive  a  coach  and  horses." 
Might  not  a  medical  student  be  driven  through  au  "Act  of  Leg- 
islature ? "  Legislation,  then,  appears  to  be,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
reformers,  the  means,  and  the  only  means,  by  which  the  medical 
profession  is  to  be  brought  "  up  to  the  level  of  the  legal  and  cler- 
ical," with  each  of  which  it  is  now  most  discreditably  compared. 

We  assert  boldly,  that  were  the  great  mass  of  general  practi- 
tioners required  to  pass  the  examination  to  which  medical  stu- 
dents are  now  subjected,  and  which  is  yearly  becoming  more 
rigid,  the  percentage  of  rejections  would  be  far  greater  than  in 
an  average  class  of  candidates  for  graduation  in  many  of  the 
medical  colleges.    Don't  condemu  the  graduate  of  to-day  until 
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joQ  liHTs  measured  your  a^rquirements  with  his.  All  that  is  old 
13  not  venerable.  There  are  antique  as  well  as  modem  shams, 
and  the  "....laudator  tcmporis  acti"  lived  too  in  the  days  of 
Horace. 

In  the  opinion  of  many,  these  evila  may  all  be  effectually  rem- 
edied by  the  establishment  of  a  Stale  Board  of  Examiners,  whose 
certificate  should  be  not  only  prima  /anie  evidence,  but  proof  of 
the  competency  of  medical  men.  The  idea  is  plausible  and  super- 
ficially captivating,  but  will  it  justify  our  indorsement  when  crit- 
ically analyzed?  In  the  first  place,  we  fail  to  perceive  iu  what 
respect  the  certificate  of  a  State  Board  of  Examiners  will  ba  more 
positive  ovidonoe  of  competency  than  the  diploma  of  the  faculty 
of  a  college,  as  the  latter  would  be,  in  all  probability,  the  larger 
body  of  the  two,  and  eipial  at  leant  to  the  former  in  professional 
standing,  being  composed  of  physicians  deemed  by  their  col- 
leagues— the  most  eomp^tcnt  tribunal — peculiarly  fitted  for  their 
[wsitiona. 

Faculties  of  medical  colleges  are  always,  to  say  the  least,  up  to 
the  average  of  their  profession  in  point  of  ability  and  professional 
acquirement,  and  usually  above  it,  never  below.  Can  the  same 
be  said  of  "  Boards  "  consisting  in  whole  or  in  part  of  medical 
men? 

How  could  those  Boards  bo  appointed?  by  the  Governor?  that 
is  to  say,  by  personal  iulluenco;  by  the  L:^gislatnre?  that  is  to 
say,  by  political  influence;  or  by  the  people?  that  is  to  say,  by 
popular  inflaence.  Than  the  first  of  these  there  could  hardly  be 
a  more  unreliable  method  of  choosing  the  fitte.'^t,  except  the  sec- 
ond and  third,  and  the  same  might  be  said  of  oauh  of  the  other 
methods  re^p actively.  The  Governor  would  appoint  his  own 
physician  and  his  friends,  or  suff(^r  an  imputation  upon  his  own 
judgment.  The  Jjegislature  would  appoint  tituse  having  most 
pohtioal  influence,  in  the  acquisition  of  which  no  man  ever  be- 
came an  accomplished  physician.  And  the  people  would  elect 
the  moat  popular  doctors,  who  would  generally  be  found  to  have 
cultivated  popularity,  to  the  excinsion  of  science.     *     ♦     * 

We  have  seen  several  of  these  projects  for  the  establishment 
of  "  State  Boards,"  and — while  we  have  no  desire  or  intention  to 
stigmatize  all  as  such — these  were  all  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
coutrivancos  by  which  somebody,  unable  or  unwilling,  or  both, 
to  attain  professional  position  by  hard  work,  sought  to  acquire 
some  temporary  notoriety,  a  small  stipend,  and  "  the  chances,' 
at  the  expense  of  the  State. 
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In  concluaion,  we  assert  our  most  thorough  sjmpatby  with 
thoBe  who  desire  the  elevation  of  the  standard  of  professional 
edncation,  but  cannot  indorse  all  the  Utopian  schemes  which  have 
been  devised  for  the  accomplishment,  believing  the  only  reason- 
able plan — which  must  eventually  succeed — to  be  the  silent  force 
of  example.  Let  every  critic  and  reformer  study  diligently  and 
faithfully  to  become  truly  expert  in  some  department  of  his  pro- 
fession, and  all  who  come  within  the  range  of  his  influence  will 
be  stimulated  to  follow  his  example — and  so  the  standard  of 
medical  education  will  be  raised  luto,  cito,  et  Jucunde. — Chicago 
3ti:dicttl  Jourru^. 

Medical  Protective  AsaociATioN  of  New  Orleans. — The  phy- 
sicians of  New  Orleans  have  formed  an  asaociutiou  for  mutual  aid 
and  protection.  So  many  and  such  overgrown  abuses  of  the 
policy  of  the  profession,  in  regard  to  its  emoluments,  have  been 
allowed  to  encumber  its  practice  in  this  city,  that  instances  of 
actual  thrift  have  become  the  exception;  retrogression  in  business 
and  in  financial  prosperity  is  the  rule.  The  evils  have  become  so 
pinching  in  their  eSTects  that  the  sufferers  finally  begau  to  look 
to  each  other  for  counsel  and  support,  and  thus  has  resulted  the 
Oi^anization  of  the  "  New  Orleans  Medical  Protective  Associa- 
tion," 

'What  a  wonderfully  self- contradictory  agent  self-intereat  is. 
In  prosperity  its  tendencies  are  centrifugal;  when  want  or  woe 
threaten  they  suddenly  become  centripetal.  Now  these  reflec- 
tions are  simply  in  the  way  of  the  most  innocent  soliloquy,  with- 
out the  least  breath  of  invective.  I  know,  and  every  physician 
knows,  that  there  is  no  part  of  the  civilized  world  in  W^ich  the 
medical  profession  is  not  freely  permitted  to  determine  and  reg- 
ulate for  themselves  alt  matters  concerning  their  fees  and  emolu- 
ments. And  this  permission  is  sustained  both  by  legal  counte- 
nance and  by  the  consent  of  communities  among  which  the; 
practice.  The  city  of  New  Orleans  is  not  only  no  exception  to 
this  statement,  but  affords  an  illustration  of  a  community  remark- 
ably liberal  tn  its  learned  professions,  as  long  as  liberality  remained 
a  possibility.  The  move  made  by  our  profession  is  a  good  one. 
After  having  committed  the  great  error  of  wronging  each  other 
by  accepting  the  salaries  of  heartless  associations,  whose  pay  for 
the  services  rendered  was  at  the  rate  of  from  "  five  cents "  to 
"  twenty-five  c^nts  "  per  visit — after  taking  families  year  after  year 
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at  mmooslj  cheap  rates,  lest  some  others  of  the  brethren  might 
Bapersede  them;  after  competing  with  each  other,  more  after  the 
order  of  rival  inua  in  a  conntrj  village,  than  members  of  a  digni- 
fied and  honorable  profession,  at  last  the  light  bursts  npon  us, 
and  we  see  how  impolitic,  improper  and  unseemly  It  ie  to  toler- 
ate  selfish  conduct  in  onr  ranks,  or  to  fail  to  rebuke  every  exhib- 
ition of  trickery  tending  to  sink  us  to  the  level  of  petty,  haggling 
traders. — New  Orlean«  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Salici-lic  Acid  as  4  Dis:nfectast. — This  agent  has  been  re- 
cently introduced  into  the  surgical  department  of  Bellevua  Hos- 
pital, and  serves  a  much  better  purpose  than  carbolic  acid.  The 
great  advantage  it  possesses  is,  that  it  is  destitute  of  odor,  while 
it  thoroughly  deodorizes  all  discbarges  that  it  cornea  in  contact 
with.  It  is  used  in  solution  directly  to  tho  granulatiug  sui'face, 
by  means  of  a  syringe  or  irrigator.  The  solution  Is  made  by 
combining  and  dissolving  the  following:  Salicylic  acid  one  part; 
phosphate  of  aoda  three  parts;  water  one  hundred  p-irts. — Neio 
York  Slujical  Ji/urnal. 

Novel  Treatmbst  of  Obstixate  Vomitiso  is  Pkeosascy. — li'/ 
Edward  C<,p''^nan,  M.D.,  F.R.V.P.—Oa  June  9th,  1874,  I  was 
summoned  to  a  lady,  thirty-five  years  of  age  or  thereabouts,  to 
consult  with  two  other  practitioners  already  in  attendance.  She 
was  about  six  months  gone  in  pregnancy,  and  was  so  reduced  by 
almost  incessant  vomiting  that  great  fears  were  entertained  as  to 
her  safety.  I  noticed  there  was  slight  uterine  action  accompany- 
ing the  sickness,  and,  on  examination,  I  found  the  os  uteri  par- 
tially dilated  so  as  readily  to  admit  the  finger.  I  thought  it  right 
under  the  emergency  to  advise  bringing  on  labor  without  delay; 
the  gentlemen  present,  however,  expressed  no  little  apprehension 
as  to  whether  or  not  she  would  have  strength  to  undergo  the  effort 
of  parturition  on  account  of  the  very  depressed  and  exhausted 
state  of  her  system.  They  nevertheless  concurred  in  the  advisa- 
bihty  of  the  course  I  recommended,  and  asked  me  to  perform 
the  operation.  I  at  once  dilated  the  os  uteri  as  much  as  I  could 
with  the  finger,  and  could  feel  the  membranes  and  the  head  of 
the  child.  I  tried  to  rupture  the  membranes  with  a  telescopic 
female  catheter  (the  only  instrument  at  hand,)  but  they  were  so 
placid  and  the  head  offered  so  little  resistance,  the  catheter  short- 
«ning  itself  also  on  my  making  pressure,  that  I  could  not  sue- 
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«eed;  aod,  thinking  it  wise  to  wait  awhile  before  resorting  to  any 
other  expedient,  we  retired  to  another  room  for  farther  consalta- 
tion.  In  aboat  one  honr  we  saw  the  patient  again,  and  were  snr- 
prised  to  find  that  a  longer  period  had  elapsed  without  sickness 
than  before;  and  we  again  waited,  in  the  hope  that  she  might 
be  able  to  take  a  little  aourishment,  and  so  be  better  prepared  to 
tmdergo  any  further  proceeding.  "We  waited  another  hour,  bat 
there  was  do  return  of  the  vomiting;  aod  we  spent  the  rest  of 
the  night  in  watching,  during  the  whole  of  the  time  she  was  im- 
proving, and  we  determined  to  let  well  alone.  I  left  her  early  in 
the  moriiiag,  and  had  a  favorable  account  of  her  a  few  days  after- 
terwards.  There  was  no  return  of  sickness;  slie  went  on  to  the 
full  period  of  pregnancy,  woe  then  delivered  of  a  healthy  child, 
and  made  a  good  recovery. — Clinic. 

Ohio  State  Mbdical  SociEiT, — *  *  *  Alas!  already  at  this 
writing,  only  half  an  hour  after  the  opening  of  the  session,  a 

boBib-shell  has  burst  amongst  us.    Dr. ,  of  ,  has  just 

proposed  for  membership  Jfrs.  Dr.  Olenn,  of  Van  Wert,  0.,  and 
J/tk.  Dr.  Helen  Betts,  of  Napoleon,  0.,  and  the  promise  of  work 
fades  like  a  dream.  The  two  ladies  sit  just  before  me  as  I  write, 
and  await  the  action  of  the  convention  with  that  patience  pecnj- 
iar  to  the  sex.  Theirs  would  be  both  very  pleasant  faces  in  the 
sick  room;  brown  eyes  has  one,  with  ripphng  auburn  hair;  blue 
eyes  the  other,  whose  hair  is  freely  sprinkled  with  gray.  We  do 
not  trust  ourselves  to  write  much  in  the  way  of  further  personal 
description,  though  the  temptation  is  very  strong. 

Some  member  at  this  juncture  moves  to  refer  these  nomina- 
tions to  the  proper  committee,  which  defers  action  for  the  pres- 
*nt.        *        •        * 

A  number  of  papers  and  reports  were  now  called,  but  there 
was  no  response  or  a  patition  for  further  time  in  every  instauoe, 
for  ten  minutes,  when  Dr.  Davis,  of  the  Comoiittee  on  Admissions, 
read  the  names  of  thirty  candidates,  and  also  the  names  of  three 
ladies,  gradnates  from  Philadelphia,  and  properly  vouched  by 
reepoDsible  parties.  The  third  lady  is  Miss  Dr.  Brooks,  or  Dr. 
Uis8,  of  Ifonugstown.  Miss  Brooks  is  a  fair-haired  blonde  of 
pleasing  appearance.  To  the  intense  surprise  of  every  one,  the 
motion  to  elect  passed  without  a  disseutiug  voice.  This  was  like 
a  clap  of  thunder  from  a  clear  sky.  Hereupon  Dr.  Bussel,  the 
venerable  old  Dr.  Russell,  protested  against  the  admission  of  the 
ladies. 
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Dr.  Beamy  then  movetl  a  reconsideration  of  the  qnestion  in 
order  to  make  their  admission  perfectly  clear. 

Dr.  Hamilton  also  spoke  in  favor  of  a  recoosideratioD.  57  in 
favor,  16  agaiust.  The  gentlemen  doctors  were  now  admitted 
en  mtijf.^e.  The  second  motion  to  elect  the  lady  doctors  now  came- 
up. 

Dr.  Russel  now  wanted  to  know  whether  these  ladies  wera 
members  of  a  county  medieat  society;  if  so,  he  would  heartily 
vote  aye,  if  not  he  thou^'ht  it  would  be  more  modest  in  them  to 
withdraw  their  claims.  If  there  was  even  any  one  here  who  could 
vouch  for  them  he  would  vote  in  their  favor.  Hereupon  an  old 
gentlemau  presented  the  requisite  voucher  and  another  gentle- 
man stated  that  ^liss  Brooks  was  vice-president  of  her  society. 

Dr.  Bussel  said  he  was  glad  to  see  progress.  Dr.  Hamilton 
stated  that  he  had  a  lady  stndent  at  liis  lectures  all  winter  and  he 
was  not  aware  that  she  ever  caused  him  to  blush  or  that  any  word 
of  his  over  eansed  her  to  blush.  She  esercised,  on  the  contrary, 
a  most  salutary  influence  over  the  conduct  of  his  whole  class. 
The  motion  now  passed  unanimously  amid  loud  and  prolonged 
applause.  The  ladies,  the  new  fellows,  were  now  overwhelmed 
with  congratulations  upou  all  sides. — Clinic,  June. 

■\Vh.*.t'8  in  a  Name? — A  correspondent  of  the  Dublin  Medical 
riw^  gets  off  the  following  veiy  good  satire  on  the  names  of  the 
Dublin  medical  men.     He  says: 

On  looking  over  the  names  of  our  Dublin  medical  men,  it  has 
occurred  to  me  that  much  convenience  would  result  from  each 
devoting  himself  to  that  branch  of  his  profession  indicated  by 
bis  name.  Thus  I  would  place  the  lunatic  asylum  under  the 
charge  of  Dr.  Sladden,  the  more  violent  cases  being  attended  to 
by  Dr.  More  Madden.  I  think  that  Drs.  Boyes  and  Birch  might 
fairly  be  deputed  to  look  after  the  weaknesses  of  young  persons; 
while  Dr.  Luther  would  be  at  home  in  charge  of  the  Adelaide 
Hospital.  The  Lying-in  Hospitals  fall  naturally  to  Drs.  Bredin 
and  Eidd;  while  hysteric  affections  should  be  treated  by  Drs. 
Cryan,  Smyla  and  Laffan.  Diseases  of  the  bladder  might  he 
left  to  Dr.  Stoney;  while  for  baldness  I  do  not  know  any  more 
suitable  advisers  than  Drs.  Hare  and  Head.  All  matters  relating 
to  fees  should  be  referred  to  Dr.  Price;  while  attendance  should 
be  regulated  by  Dr.  Daly.  For  lameness  I  would  consult  Drs. 
'Walker  and  Foot;  for  gunshot  wounds.  Dr.  Oann;  for  operative 
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Bnrjjpry,  undoubteilly  snrgeona  Steele,  Butcher  and  Gore  would 
be  selected.  For  skin  diseases  I  would  call  in  Dr.  Feele;  while 
questions  of  food  might  be  left  to  Dra.  Fry,  Boyle,  Cooke,  Eic» 
and  Porter. — Canada  Record. 

■U'hat  is  Mexstbdatioh? — Answers  to  this  question  have  been 
numerous  and  varied.  The  last  is  that  given  by  Dr.  Jno.  Wil- 
liams, {London  Obslelricat  Journal,  February-March,  1875.)  Hia 
views  are  based  npon  the  study  of  twelve  uteri  taken  from  women 
who  had  died  from  some  general  cause  during  different  parts  of 
the  menstraal  period.  Microscopical  drawings  illustrate  the 
paper. 

1.  He  finds  that  the  uterus  is  never  at  rest.  It  is  ever  under- 
going those  changes  which  either  make  it  a  fit  receptacle  for  the 
ovum  when  impregnated,  or  which  prepare  it  to  carry  off  the 
ovum  when  impregnation  has  failed. 

2.  Preceding  the  menstrual  flow  a  fatty  change  begins  near 
the  inner  orifice  and  on  the  surface  of  the  uterus,  which  finally 
covers  the  entire  muscular  wall. 

3.  It  is  quite  probable  that  when  completed  this  fatty  degen- 
eration induces  contraction  of  the  uterine  muscular  fibres. 

i.  This  contraction  of  the  muscular  fibres  forces  the  blood 
into  tlie  vessels  of  the  mucous  membrane. 

5.  This  flow  of  blood  into  the  mucous  membrane  espels  the 
contends  of  the  glands  and  the  greater  part  of  their  lining  epithe- 
lium. Aa  the  veaaels  have  undei^one  fatty  degeneratiou,  they 
give  way,  and  extravasation  of  blood  into  the  mucous  membrane 
takes  place. 

6.  Rapid  disintegration  of  this  membrane  now  occurs,  cell  by 
cell,  the  process  beginning  immediately  within  the  inner  orifice, 
and  proceeding  along  the  surface  towards  the  fundus,  and  at  the 
ssme  time  towards  the  muscular  wall.  The  removal  of  the  mem- 
brane occupies  from  three  to  eight  days.  The  walls  of  the  veB- 
sela,  as  well  as  the  aurrounding  tissue,  being  involved,  openings 
are  made  in  the  vessels,  and  hemorrhage  into  the  uterine  cavity 
takes  place. 

7.  While  this  destructive  process  is  going  on,  a  new  membrane 
begins  to  form  on  the  muscular  wall,  immediately  subjacent  to  it 
This  begina  uear  the  inner  orifice,  and  at  the  end  of  a  week  after 
the  ceasation  of  the  catamenia,  the  whole  body  of  the  uterus  is 
covered  by  mucous  membrane.     This  membrane  ia  produced  by 

ToL.  XIII.— Ko.  5.-20. 
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tlie  proliferation  of  tbe  elements  of  tbe  muBcular  wall  of  the 
organ,  the  mnscular  fibres  prodacing  fusiform  cells,  the  connect- 
ive tissue;  tbe  round  cells  and  tbe  groups  of  round  cells  in  tbe 
meshes  formed  by  muscular  bundles,  tbe  glandular  epthelium. 

8.  At  about  tbe  tenth  day  after  tbe  cessation  of  the  catame- 
nial  flow,  tbe  entire  membrane  is  covered  with  columna  epitbe- 
hnm,  and  has  reached  the  highest  state  of  development  iu  the 
nnimpregnated  uterus. 

9.  Failing  to  he  impregnated,  fatty  degeneration  of  the  mem- 
brane follows,  and  hemorrhage  takes  place,  and  in  a  few  days  tbe 
structure  which  had  been  formed  during  tbe  preceding  threa 
weeks  is  carried  off  as  sanguineous  debris. — Ddrail  Ruriew. ' 

Some  Wise  Men  of  Gotham. — Quackery  in  electricity  is  as 
is  quackery  in  patent  medicines,  and  it  seems  to  us  tbut  pby»i- 
cians  should  be  just  as  careful  in  allowing  tbcir  names  to  be  at^HO- 
ciated  with  the  one  form  of  raseality  as  with  tbe  other.  FaoH'H 
electro-Toltaic  belt  is  probably  as  useless  a  piece  of  furniture  as 
any  head  of  a  family  could  invest  his  money  in :  patented  in 
Washington,  made  in  New  York,  it  is  self-pufied  throughout  the 
nniverse — literature,  both  secular  and  religious,  from  Jlelgravia 
to  John  Wesley's  Juurnal,  being  laid  under  contribution  to  it-. 

Judge  of  our  surprise,  reader,  wbei^  on  continuing  tbe  perusal 
of  this  pamphlet,  we  came  upon  a  series  of  recommendatory  tes- 
timonials of  "some  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  and  profess- 
ors of  the  city  of  Kew  York,  tbe  originals  of  which  can  be  seen 
at  our  office,"  Tbe  lettera  are  really  from  men  of  position.  In- 
terlarded with  those  from  physicians,  to  speak  mildly,  not  so 
reputable,  and  with  those  giving  accounts  of  marvelous  curea 
worked  by  these  miraculous  belts. 

We  refrain  from  mentioning  any  names,  because  we  do  not 
suppose  these  gentlemen  gave  these  letters  with  a  knowledge  of 
tbe  use  to  be  made  of  them.  We  well  remember  the  aid  Swaim's 
Panacea  received  iu  a  similar  way  in  this  city.  The  moral  we 
desire  to  point  is — Give  us  no  testimonials. — PhUadelpkia  Med- 
ical Timen. 

Sauoyuc  Acin  is  soluble  in  three  hundred  parts  of  water  and 
in  four  of  alcohol.  Tbe  usual  way  of  forming  an  aqueous  solu- 
tion is  to  disBolve  it  in  tbe  smallest  quantity  of  alcohol,  and  then 
add  water  to  tbe  required  dilution. — Pkamiacal  Oazclte. 
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Natcr.m,  History  of  Acute  Dysestery — Prof.  Aanlia  Flint,  Sr. 
*  *  *  The  foregoing  ten  cases  are  all  ivbich  I  liave  observed 
with  reference  to  the  study  of  the  natural  bietorj  of  the  disease. 

The  disease  in  no  instance  ended  fatally.  The  duration,  dat- 
ing from  the  beginning  of  diarrhceit  to  the  time  when  convales- 
ence  was  declared,  varieil  from  t>  to  31  days.  In  one  case  only 
was  the  duration  21  days,  and  in  this  case  diarrhoea  had  existed 
ior  14  days  before  the  occurrence  of  the  first  dysenteric  dejection, 
the  duration,  in  this  case,  after  the  latter  dejection  had  occurred, 
being  7  days;  throwing  out  this  case,  the  nest  longest  duration 
was  11  days.  The  shortest  duration  was  6  days.  The  mean  du- 
ration of  all  the  otiicr  cases  is  11  1-5  days.  The  mean  duration 
of  nine  cases,  excluding  the  case  in  which  diarrhoea  preceded  the 
dysenteric  evacuations  for  fourteen  days  is  10^  days. 

These  results  of  the  analyses  serve,  so  far  as  inferences  from 
the  small  unmber  of  cases  are  warrantable,  Ist,  to  corroborate 
the  conchision  drawn  from  the  study  of  cases  in  which  treatment 
more  or  less  active  had  been  employed,  in  respect  of  fatality, 
namely,  that  sporadic  dyjentei-y,  in  a  temperate  climate,  tends 
intrinsically  to  recovery;  2d,  to  show  that  this  disease  has  a  self- 
limited  duration.  The  number  of  cases  analyzed,  few  as  they 
are,  perhaps  sufBce  to  establish  these  t\'io  important  points  in  the 
natural  history  of  the  disease. 

With  reference  to  the  inquiry  in  how  far  treatment  may  aflect 
the  duration,  it  is  of  interest  to  compare  the  foregoing  results  of 
of  the  analysis  with  tliose  of  my  analysis  of  49  cases  in  1853.  The 
mean  duration  in  thirty  of  the  latter  cases,  ending  in  recovery, 
as  already  stated,  was  9  5-6  days;  this  is  a  little  less  than  the 
mean  duration  of  the  cases  now  analyzed.  The  difference  is 
small,  and  it  may  be  inferred  from  the  comparison  that  in  the  30 
cases  analyzed  in  1853,  the  treatment  had  very  little,  if  any,  effect 
in  abridging  the  duration  of  the  disease. 

The  10  cases  now  analyzed  were  all  hospital  coses,  .and,  per- 
haps, the  comparison  were  fairer  if  limited  to  the  hospital  cases 
among  those  formerly  analyzed.  Of  the  30  cases,  13  were  in 
•hospital  practice.  The  mean  duration  in  these  13  cases,  as 
already  stated,  was  just  13  days,  which  is  somewhat  Icngcr  than 
the  mean  duration  in  the  cases  now  analyzed.  If  we  were  to 
-draw  an  inference  from  this  latter  comparison,  in  respect  of  the 
effect  of  treatment,  it  would  be  that  the  duration  was  thereby 
somewhat  lengthened.    This  wonid  probably  be  a  strained  infer- 
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encC;  and  I  shall  contont  myself  with  the  conclnsioQ  that  the 
duration,  in  the  cases  formerly,  08  well  as  those  now,  analyzed, 
was  determined  by  the  self-limitation  of  the  disease. 

The  duration  in  9  of  the  10  cases,  from  the  date  of  the  begin- 
ning of  diarrhi^a  to  the  date  of  the  discharge  from  the  hospital, 
varied  from  6  to  39  days,  the  mean  duration  bein^  19  8-9  days. 
The  stay  of  patients  in  hospital  after  conTalesence  does  not  nec- 
essarily denote  unusual  tardiness  in  recuperation,  whereas  a 
speedy  discharge  is  generally  evidence  of  rapidity  in  the  restora- 
tion of  health.  The  duration  to  the  date  of  discharge,  in  these 
cases,  is  chiefly  of  interest  with  regard  to  the  ktter  point.  In  3 
of  the  cases  the  date  of  discharge  was  the  same  as  the  date  of 
the  convalescence;  these  patients  were  considered  as,  at  once,  in 
a  condition  to  leave  the  hospital.  Bat,  comparing  the  mean  du- 
ration, in  all  the  cases,  to  convalescence,  with  the  mean  duration 
to  the  date  of  discharge,  the  latter  exceeds  the  former  by  only  a 
fraction  over  8  days.  The  analysis,  therefore,  in  this  respect, 
Buatains  a  conclusion  drawn  from  my  former  analytical  study  of 
this  disease,  namely,  that  convalescence  is  usually  rapid. 

In  no  case  was  there  a  relapse  after  convalescence  dui-ing  the 
stay  in  hospital.  In  some  instances  a  I'ecaleut  diarrhoea  followed 
the  dysenteric  dejections,  but  the  latter,  having  once  ceased,  did 
not  recur  in  any  case.  It  should  be  noted  in  this  connection, 
that  the  patients  were  allowed  to  take  such  solid  food  as  they 
desired,  as  soon  as  they  had  a  desire  for  it,  the  previous  diet  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  milk.  The  diarrhcea  following  the  dysenteric 
dejections  may  have  been  due  to  indigestion,  and,  if  so,  the  pres- 
ence of  undigested  aliment  in  the  large  intestine  did  not  repro- 
duce the  dysentery.  The  analysis  in  this  point  of  view  sustains 
a  conclusion  drawn  from  my  former  analysis,  namely,  the  disease 
is  not  one  which  tends  to  relapse,  resembling  in  this  respect 
typhus  and  typhoid  fever,  pnenmonia,  etc.  This  fact  is  to  be 
added  to  the  self-limited  duration,  and  other  facts  proving  the 
specific  character  of  the  affection. 

In  no  case  did  a  chronic  follow  the  acute  affection,  as  is  not 
infrequently  observed  in  tropical  climates.  As  regards  a  result 
of  my  former  analysis,  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made, 
namely,  the  diminished  susceptibility  to  the  cause  er  causes  of 
dysentery  after  the  disease  has  been  once  experienced,  this  group 
of  cases  furnishes  no  facts  of  importance.  Nothing  is  known  of 
the  patients  after  their  discharge,  excepting  in  one  case;  Peter 
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G.,  case  number  C,  was  lately  in  hospital  with  alcoholism,  and 
he  stated  th»t  he  had  not  had  dysentery  since  be  left  the  hospi- 
tikl.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  previous  history  in  all  the 
cases  (which  I  did  not  introduce  in  my  abstracts)  was  more  or 
less  full,  and  in  no  iastanoe  bad  the  patient  previously  had  dys- 
entery. 

The  duration  from  the  first  dysenteric  dejection  to  the  date 
of  convalescence  was  noted  in  8  coses.  The  longest  duration  was 
12  days,  the  shortest  5  days,  and  the  mean  duration  was  6\  days. 
Comparing  the  latter  with  the  mean  duration  from  the  beginning 
of  diarrhoea  to  convalescence  in  all  the  cases  (11  1-5  days),  the 
difierence,  a  fraction  over  3  days,  shows  the  mean  duration  of 
the  diarrhoea  preceding  the  dysenteric  characteristics. 

In  the  10  cases  now  studied,  as  in  i.be  49  cases  previously 
analyzed,  the  disease  finished  its  course  without  any  important 
complication  or  secondary  affection.  In  none  of  the  cases  which 
I  have  collected  was  the  disease  associated  with  articular  rheum- 
atism or  paraplegia,  affections  to  which  dysentery  has  been  sup- 
posed sometimes  to  give  rise. 

To  recapitulate  the  practical  conclusions  drawn  from  the  study 
of  ten  hospital  cases  of  sporadic  dysenterj',  with  reference  to  the 
natural  history  of  the  disease — 

1st.  The  disease  in  a  temperate  latitude  tends,  without  treat- 
meut,  to  recovery. 

■2d.  It  is  a  self-limited  disease,  and  its  duration  is  but  little, 
if  at  all,  abridged  by  methods  of  treatment  now  and  heretofore 
in  vogue. 

3d.  Convalescence  is  ais  rapid  when  active  measures  of  treat- 
ment have  uot*been  employed,  as  in  cases  actively  treated. 

4th.  Relapses  do  not  occur  in  the  cases  in  which  the  disease 
has  been  allowed  to  pursue  its  own  course  without  active  treat- 
ment. 

5th.  Sporadic  dysentery,  in  a  temperate  climate,  does  not 
eventuate  in  a  chronic  form  of  the  disease;  in  other  words,  it 
does  not  lead  to  ulceration  or  other  lesions  of  the  macous  mem- 
brane of  the  large  intestine,  and  it  does  not  involve  any  tendency 
to  complications  or  secondary  affections. — Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci. 

The  FoBii  OP  LioBTNiNo  Bona. — Knowing  that  electricity  at 
rest  always  tends  to  diffuse  itself  on  the  surface,  in  fact,  that  it 
always  ooyifinea  itseU  to  the  surface,  it  became,  at  an  early  period. 
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a  queBtion  whether  electricity  in  motion  did  uot  follow  the  same 
law.  Pouillet  determined  the  question  in  a  very  ingeoioue  man- 
ner. He  took  a  cylindrical  wire  of  a  certain  size,  and  meaeurect 
the  resistance  which  it  offered  to  a  current  of  electricity.  He 
then  rolled  the  wire  out  flat,  and  measured  ita  resistance  again; 
it  was  found  to  be  the  snme,  although  it  is  evident  that  the  extent 
of  the  surface  of  the  conductor  was  by  this  means  greatly  in- 
creased. Other  experimenters  have  determined  the  question  by 
different  methods,  but  always  with  the  same  reaalt.  The  com- 
mittee of  the  French  Academy,  which  included  Eecqnerel,  De  la 
Rive,  Fonillet  and  others,  adopted  a  solid  square  bai'  as  the  best 
form  for  lighten ing-rods;  and  Sir  William  Snow  Harris,  though 
often  quoted  as  favoring  rods  which  present  a  large  surface,  says: 
"Provided  the  quantily  of  metal  be  present,  the  form  under 
wbieb  we  place  it  is  evidently  of  no  consequence  to  ita  conduct- 
ing powers,  since  it  would  be  absui'd  to  suppose  that  a  mass  of 
metal,  under  any  form,  did  not  conduct  electricity  in  all  its  par- 
ticles; indeed,  we  know  that  it  does  so." — 2'i'of.  John  I'hiu,  in 
Pi'l'ular  iSvience  Monthly  fur  Auguxt. 

Str.ikoul*ted  Herkia  Redvceu  dy  Taxis  Turough  Colon.— Bi/ 
Alexander  Iladden,  M.D.,  Ntw  York. — I  then  suggested  that  be- 
fore we  resorted  to  the  knife,  an  effort  might  be  made  to  reduce 
the  hernia  by  passing  the  hand  through  the  rectum  into  the 
colon,  and  endeavoring  through  its  walls  to  produce  traction  on 
the  involved  intestine  suflicient  to  disengage  it.  This  was  ap- 
proved of,  and  I  accordingly  did  so,  and  succeeded. 

The  steps  o£  the  operation  were  as  follows:  the  patient  being 
fully  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  was  placed  on  her  chest 
and  knees,  and  supported  in  that  position;  I  next  introduced  my 
fingers  into  the  anus,  and  parsed  my  hand  by  gentle  pressure  up 
into  the  colon.  I  had  some  difficulty  in  following  the  intestine 
over  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum,  hut  when  my  baud  had 
passed  this  point  it  was  very  free.  I  could  feel  the  engorged  in- 
testine plainly,  and  could  make  traction  on  it  with  my  fingers, 
and  did  carefully,  fearing  that  I  might  rend  it.  My  manipula- 
tion consisted  chiefly  in  gently  rubbing  my  finger  along  the  in- 
testine from  the  inner  surface  of  the  ring,  and  using  external 
taxis  with  my  other  hand  at  the  same  time.  The  desired  result 
was  accomplished  in  about  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  with  compara- 
tive ease, — Medical  Record. 
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Bender  dsto  Cesar,  etc. — We  have  received  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Ferdin&nd  King,  in  reference  to  onr  article  on  "  Medical  ludorse- 
ment,  on  page  14.  He  informs  us  that  in  the  address  referred 
to  be  distinctly  stated  that  he  had  drawn  largely  from  the  Pharm- 
acol Qazelte  in  its  preparation,  bnt  that,  by  some  inadvertency  in 
preparing  it  for  publication,  this  part  o*  it  was  omitted.  We 
cheerfully  record  the  doctor's  acknowledgment,  regretting,  with 
him,  that  due  credit  was  not  given  in  the  published  report. — ' 
Pharmacol  Gazelle. 


CiCLorxnii.  of  thb  pRicTirs  of  Medicike.  Edited  by  Dr.  H.  Von  Ziems- 
san,  Professor  ot  Cliuical  Medioiae  in  Munioli,  Bavaria.  Vol.  iii.  Chronic 
InlectiooB  Diseases.  .Mliert  H.  Buolt,  M.D.,  NKwYork,  American  editor. 
New  York:  William  Wood  &.  Co.,  27  Great  Tones  etreet.  1675.  Octavo, 
cloth,  pp.  672.     Price,  to  Bubscribers,  $5,00  per  volume. 

This  great  work  of  Prof.  Yon  Ziemssen  has  already  attained 
80  wide-spread  celebrity  amongst  the  American  profession,  and 
has  been  so  fully  and  cordially  indorsed  by  medical  critics  whose 
shoe-latchet  we  are  not  worthy  to  unloose,  it  would  be  matter  of 
supererogation  to  attempt  here  a  critical  review  of  its  contents. 
We  desire  only  to  bring  before  such  of  our  readers  as  ore  not 
already  subscribers  to  the  work  a  birds-eye  view  of  its  contents, 
that  they  may  be  enabled  to  know  of  what  they  are  ^  depriving 


The  third  volume  opens  with  brief  biographical  sketches  of 
the  authors  of  the  volume,  namely:  Christian  Baumler,  Professor 
of  Materia  Medica  and  Director  of  the  PolycUnic  of  Frieberg, 
Baden;  Ai-nold  Hellor,  Professor  of  General  Pivthology  and  Pa- 
thological Anatomy  at  the  University  of  Kiel;  and  Otto  Bollinger, 
Extraordinary  Professor  of  Comparative  Pathology  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Munich. 

The  subject  of  syphilis  is  first  considered  by  Baumler,  and 
covers  3U1  pages  of  the  volume.  It  is  elaborately  diecnssed  in 
all  of  its  bearings.  Under  the  head  of  "prophj'laxis"  we  find 
the  necessity  of  governmental  supervision  of  prostitutes  insisted 
apon,  and  the  regular  examination  at  stated  periods  of  soldiers 
and  sailors,  also  recommended.  On  the  subject  of  marriage: 
"When  a  man  has  enjoyed  one,  or  still  better,  several  years  of 
undisturbed  good  health  after  the  diaappearance  of  all  symptoms 
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of  Bjphilie,  he  may  be  allowed  to  marry;  but  although  uoder  these 
circometancee  there  is  no  direct  danger  of  him  iafectiag  his  wife, 
there  is  no  certainty,  but  only  a  strong  probability,  that  his  off- 
spring  will  be  healthy."  Our  author  believes  mercury  to  possess 
a  positive  antisyphilitic  power,  and  recommends  its  use  immedi- 
aiely  npon  the  estabhiihaseat  of  the  syphilitic  character  of  a  local 
lesion.  The  latter  is  to  be  attacked  also  with  fuming  nitric  acid. 
During  the  mercurial  treatment  the  "  utmost  care  "  is  to  be  ob- 
served to  prevent,  if  possible,  seilivation.  The  choice  of  mercu- 
rials is  the  bichloride,  when  the  state  of  the  digestive  organs  will 
admit;  otherwise  inunction  is  substituted.  Attention  has  been 
called  elsewhere  to  the  error,  on  page  290,  of  ounces,  which  should 
read  drachmx.  The  iodide  of  potassium  is  not  confined  to  the 
tertiary  stage,  but  is  recommended  in  the  eruptive  stage  also. 
The  doses  recommended  are  much  smaller  than  many  American 
practitioners  deem  necessary.  It  is  admitted  with  regret  that 
the  striking  results  obtained  from  the  iodide  are  frequently  not 
lasting,  and  hence  it  is  deemed  important  that  the  smallest  efiS- 
cient  dose  ahould  be  used  in  the  begining,  so  that  if  long  contin- 
ued the  doses  required  at  the  last  shall  not  require  to  be  unusu- 
allj  large.  The  use  of  liberal  quantities  of  water  with  the  iodide 
is  enjoined,  and  notice  is  taken  of  the  suggestion  of  Sir  James 
Paget,  that  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy  is  heightened  by  the  con- 
junction of  the  carbonate  of  ammonia.  Syphilization  is  discussed 
with  disapproval. 

The  second  division  of  the  volume,  comprised  in  23!)  pages, 
is  Infection  by  Animal  Poisons,  by  Bollinger,  including  glanders 
in  the  horse,  glanders  in  the  human  subject,  anthrax  of  animals, 
anthrax  in  man,  hydrophobia  in  animals,  hydrophobia  in  man, 
foot  and  mouth  disease  in  animals,  foot  and  mouth  disease  in 
man,  stings  of  insects,  bites  of  insects  and  snake  bites.  In  an- 
thrax, thorough  extirpation  with  the  knife  and  subsequent  cau- 
terization is  enjoined.  Quinine  and  carbolic  acid  are  to  be 
administered  internally  to  the  extent  of  thirty  grains  of  the 
former  and  fifteen  grains  of  the  latter  per  diem.  "  The  prognosis 
of  hydrophobia  in  the  human  subject  ia  absolutely  unfavorable. 
The  malady  always  terminates  fatally.  The  oases  of  alleged  recov- 
ery, which  are  constantly  recun-ing  in  the  literature  of  the  dls* 
ease,  when  subjected  to  an  accurate  critical  analysis,  are  invaria- 
bly found  to  admit  of  some  other  eiplaDation."  Prophylaxis: 
reduction  of  the  number  of  dogs,  by  laying*  the  highest  possible 


b,Coo*^lc 


BIBLIOORAPHICAL.  313 

tax  upon  them.  The  curative  treatment,  as  indicated  b;  the 
prognosis,  is  absolutely  nit.  The  treatment  recommended  for 
Boake  bites  is  such  aa  Is  nsuallj  employed  among  ns;  nothing 
new  suggested. 

The  third  and  last  division,  covering  lOS  pages,  is  devoted 
to  migratory  parasites,  by  Heller,  comprising  echinococcua,  cyet- 
icercns  cellulosiea  and  trichinie. 

A  Maijuai:  or  Diet  ih  Hem-tb  and  Diskabb.  By  Tbomns  Kiog  Cbivmbere, 
JI.D.,  Oion.,  F.R.C.S.P.,  Lond.,Hoii.  Physiciau  to  H.  E.  H.  thePriuoe 
of  WalsR,  ConsaltiDg  FhysiciaD  to  St  Hary'ii  And  Die  Lock  HospibilH, 
Lectnrer  on  Me<]iciiie  at  St.  Mary's  School,  etc.  Pbilndelphia:  Ht-iiiy 
C.  Lea;  1875.     Octavo;  cloth;  pp.  510.     Price,  S2.75. 

As  a  sequel  to  Dr.  Chambers'  admirable  essays  upon  the  In- 
digestions, the  Renewal  of  Life  and  Bestorative  Medicine,  he 
now  presents  ua  with  a  monograph  upon  Diet  in  Health  and 
Disease.  Moat  happily  did  our  author  strike  the  keynote  of 
modern  medical  thought  in  his  Bestorative  Medicine  and  with 
great  appropriateness  doea  he  now  give  his  aound  and  conserv- 
ative views  upon  diet  aa  the  great  fundamental  meana  of  the 
restoration.  The  work  is  designed  to  be  eminently  practical  in 
its  character,  and  hence  lengthy  chemical  and  botanical  disquisi- 
citioDB  upon  the  varioua  dietory  materials  are  excluded. 

The  volume  ia  divided  into  three  parts;  Ist.  General  Dietet- 
ics, including  theories  of  dietetics,  choice  of  food,  preparation 
of  food,  digestion,  and  nutrition ;  2d,  Special  Dietetics  of  Health, 
including  regimen  of  infancy  and  motherhood,  childhood  and 
yo.uth,  commercial  Ufe,  literary  and  profesaional  life,  noxious 
tradea,  athletic  training,  hints  for  healthy  travelers,  effects  of 
climate,  starvation,  iioverty  and  fasting,  decline  of  life,  and  alcohol ; 
3d.  Dietetics  of  Sickness,  including  regimen  of  acute  fevers,  of 
other  inflammatory  states,  weak  digestion,  gout  and  rheumatism, 
grave],  stone,  albiiminaria  and  diabetea,  deficient  evacuation, 
nerve  disorders,  scrofula,  rickets  and  consumption,  disease  of 
heart,  and  arteriea. 

RBDintB  OP  1  Brpobt  oa  FoiiitioQ,  Fnenmatic  Pressure  lud  Meohanictil  Ap- 
pliauos  ia  Utanne  DiEplRcemeDta.  BMad  before  (be  Uedioal  Aaaooiation 
of  Georgia,  April  23d,  1875.  Bj  Henry  Fr»zer  CampboU,  A.M.,  M.D.,  etc. 

The  pamphlet  before  ns  embodies  the  imperfect  synopaia  of 
Frofessor  Campbell's  Beport,  pnblished  in  the  June  number  of 
this  JouBNAL,  and  also  a  more  ample  remme  from  his  own  pen, 
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Betting  forth  his  ideaa  upon  the  Bubject  in  a  clearer  and  more 
satisfactory  light.  The  pamphlet  is  handsomely  illustrated  by 
engravings,  which  give  valuable  assistance  in  correctly  appre- 
hending the  views  insiated  upon  by  the  writer. 

The  Influesce  of  the  Climate  of  Colorado  on  the  NeiTOua  Sys- 
tem. By  Charles  Dennison,  M.D.,  Denver,  Colorado.  Re- 
printed from  the  Archives  of  Electrology  and  Neurology. 
1875.     Pamphlet;  pp.  IC. 

The  EsTEsaioB  Wisblass,  Presented  to  the  American  Medical 
Association,  May,  1875.  By  Charles  Dennison,  M.D.,  Den- 
ver, Colorado.  Eeprinted  from  the  Net'}  York  Medical  Juuritai. 
1875.    Pamphlet;  pp.  11. 

Savansah   Medical   Culleoe.      Circular    and    Catalogue    of   the 

Trustees,  Faculty  and  Alumni.     Announcement  of  Lectures, 

Session  1875-7G.     With  an  Address  by  A.  P.  Adinns,  Esq., 

.    delivered  at  the  Commencement,  March,  1875.     Pamphlet; 

pp.  21. 


Phaejiacy  is  Georgia  has  not  hitherto  aspired  to  take  position 
amongst  the  learned  professions.  Its  votaries  have  been  largely 
recruited  from  physicians  who  were  broken  down  by  long  years 
in  the  saddle;  iiliysiciaue  who,  skrinking  from  the  hardships  of 
active  professional  lite,  had  found  a  more  excellent  way  of  accu- 
mulating the  pecuniary  emoluments  which  they  alone  valued. 
For  the  remainder,  the  vendors  of  drugs  and  medicines  in  Geor- 
gia have  been  merchants,  in  a  projier  sense  of  the  term,  and  not 
cultivators  of  pharmaceutical  science  and  art. 

Very  recently  we  find  in  the  newspapers  a  call  made  by  the 
diliggists  of  Atlanta,  looking  to  a  meeting  of  the  druggists  of  the 
State  generally,  to  convene  in  the  city  of  Macon  on  Wednesday, 
the  20th  October  nest,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  State 
Pharmaceutical  Association.  The  call  goes  on  to  state:  "The 
first  object  of  said  Association  will  be  to  establish  the  relations 
between  druggists,  physicians  and  the  people  at  large,  upon  just 
principles,  which  shall  promote  the  jiublie  welfare  and  tend  to 
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mataal  strength  and  advantage."  The  call  is  signed  b;  F.  King, 
temporary  secretary;  Hunt,  Rankin  &  Lamar;  Thomas  Fullum  & 
Co.;  Oeorge  J.  Howard;  J.  L.  &  A.  J.  Pinson;  Berry  &  Co.;  Theo. 
Schnmann;  Edward  Smith,  M.D.;  "W.  K.  Hodgea,  M.D.;  HanrUl 
&  Martin;  Fred.  King,  M.D.;  Hurt  A  Brown;  and  J.  A.  Taylor. 

Exactly  what  is  desigQed  in  establishiDg,  as  proposed,  rela- 
tions between  the  druggists  of  the  State  upon  the  one  hand,  and 
physicians  and  the  public  upon  the  other  hand,  is  not  explained 
in  the  call,  and  we  are  therefore  left  to  conjecture  for  ourselves. 

There  are  various  methods  by  which  relationship  is  established 
between  one  class  or  calling  in  the  busineae  or  social  community 
and  another.  Ames  of  Massachueotts,  and  Collins  of  Connecti- 
cut, the  one  by  making  a  superior  shovel  at  a  moderate  price, 
the  other  by  ofl'ering  a  handsome  and  serviceable  axe,  have  estab- 
lished for  themselves  relations  with  dealers  in,  and  consumers 
of,  such  commodities  in  many  lands;  they  have  become  rich  iu 
this  world's  goods,  honored  and  respected  in  their  several  call- 
ings. Men  of  industry  and  pluck  in  the  mechanic  arts,  in  man- 
ufactures, in  mercantile  pursuits,  in  the  learned  professions,  in 
literature,  in  the  fine  arts,  are  continually  engaged  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  useful  and  honorable  relations  tietween  themselves 
and  the  outside  world.  If  the  nature  of  the  relations  to  be  estab- 
lished by  the  Georgia  druggists  partake  of  this  character;  if  the 
establishment  of  such  relations  involves,  as  it  ought  to  do,  higher 
culture  and  greater  efficiency  and  'skill  in  the  members  of  the 
proposed  Pharmaceutical  Association,  then  wa  bid  them  a  hearty 
godspeed  in,  their  worthy  undertaking.  If,  upon  the  other  hand, 
it  is  proposed  to  organize  a  mere  commercial  league  for  the  pe- 
cuniary advantage  of  its  members,  it  can  only  result  io  the  fail- 
ure which  generally  attends  upon  such  endeavors. 

In  the  interest  of  the  druggists,  as  well  as  of  the  profession 
and  the  public,  we  trust  that  our  former  interpretation  will  prove 
to  be  the  correct  one.  W^  hope  to  see  a  Georgia  Phariuaceuti- 
col  Association  with  a  judicious  and  high-toned  code  of  ethics, 
laboring  in  its  annual  sessions  to  place  its  members  in  a  higher- 
almosjihirre  than  that  of  mere  trade  and  merchandise.  We  hope 
to  see  education  and  professional  advancement  of  its  members 
made  its  great  and  leading  object;  we  hope  to  see  charlatanism 
frowned  upon,  and  a  truly  pi-ofessional  e.^fprii  de  corpt  inculcated 
and  encouraged.  The  druggists  of  Georgia  owe  this  to  them- 
selves; they  owe  it  to  their  useful  and  honorable  calling;  they 
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owe  it  to  tlie  community  which  eapports  them;  they  owe  it  to 
the  medical  profession  which  encourageEi  and  apholde  them. 

It  is  perhaps  unfortunate  that  this  call  emanates  alone  from 
the  druggieta  of  the  city  of  Atlanta,  and,  in  view  of  the  import- 
ance of  tho  object  proposed,  we  would  suggest  that  there  is  am- 
ple time  for  correspond enee  and  conference  with  leailing  drug- 
gists all  over  the  State,  that  the  movement  may  become  general 
and  a  full  attendance  secured. 

An  Honest  Confession  is  Good  for  the  SoiiL. — One  of  onr 
subscribers,  after  expressions  of  satisfaction,  remarks:  "  There  is 
one  objection  to  your  Journal,  in  my  estimation,  viz;  the  facibty 
by  and  through  which  nostrum  vendors  palm  off  their  infernal 
stuff  upon  the  profession;  a  very  adroit  scheme  on  their  part.  A 
physician  seeing  an  advertisement  in  the  newspapers,  would  not 
give  it  a  second  thought,  but  when  presented  to  him  in  his  med- 
ical journal  he  is  apt  to  be  misled.  If  ever  the  profession  is 
■circumvented  by  the  proprietary  scoundrels  it  will  be  through 
the  medium  of  the  medical  journals.  Now,  I  submit  to  you, 
doctor,  should  such  things  be?  " 

We  heartily  agree  with  the  position  of  onr  correspondent 
upon  the  abstract  principle  involved.  Medical  journals,  as  the 
exponents  of  the  higher  sentiment  of  the  profession,  onght  to  be, 
like  Cieaar's  wife,  not  only  pure,  but  above  suspicion.  There  is 
unquestionably  a  power  iu  the  medical  press,  and  medical  editors 
ought  to  bo  held  responsible  that  this  power  is  used  for  the  ele- 
vation and  advancement  of  the  ethical  as  well  as  the  scientific 
interests  of  the  great  medical  body  they  serve.  Whilst  the  med- 
ical edito^  is  set,  for  the  time  being,  as  a  sentinel  upon  the  watch 
tower,  it  must  not  be  forgott«n  that  he  is  not  thereby  exempted 
from  the  weaknesses  and  foibles  which  pertain  to  mortals;  nor  ia 
he,  in  his  final  mortuary  analysis,  aught  else  than  carbonic  acid< 
water  and  ammonia,  just  as  other  men  are  found  to  be.  On  the 
-other  hand  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  medical  editors  are  doc- 
tors, and  that  doctors,  as  a  class,  are  not  altogether  what  they 
ought  to  be;  ergo,  medical  editors,  as  a  class,  cannot  be  expected 
to  be  altogether  what  they  ought  to  be.  In  hydraulics  it  has 
been  found  difficult  to  elevate  a  stream  higher  than  the  source 
from  which  its  aqueous  supplies  are  drawn,  and  in  medical  jour- 
nalism it  will  always  be  difficult  to  advance  the  press  much  beyond 
ihe  standard  of  the  medical  profession  whose  mouthpiece  it  Is. 
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But  to  the  immediate  matter  in  point:  In  our  experience  aa 
a  journalist  and  leader  of  medical  thought,  W6  have  been  disposed 
to  look  to  the  older  and  more  influential  organs  of  the  pi'ofeeaioD, 
which  are  issued  from  the  great  medical  centers,  for  examples 
for  our  imitation  and  emulation.  Judged  by  this  standard  wo 
have  not  found  ourselves  in  the  past  at  all  remise  in  onr  selec- 
tions for  our  advertising  columns.  The  London  Lancet  (original 
copy)  is  probably  unequaled  by  any  other  medical  journal  in  the 
world  in  the  ability  of  its  editorial  staff  and  the  wide-spread  dif- 
fusion of  its  influence,  and  yet  we  find  regularly  advertised  in  its .  ^ 
columns  various  proprietary  medicines  of  secret  composition,  and 
this  with  numerous  certificates  of  wonderful  cures.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  American  journals  of  the  greatest  influence  in  a 
few  instances.  Upon  the  continent  of  Europe  it  is  still  worse. 
Whilst  physicians  and  surgeons  of  eminence  admit  into  hospitals 
under  their  charge  notorious  and  arrant  quacks  to  tpst  the  vir- 
tues of  their  nostrums  upon  the  inmates,  it  will  be  difQcult  to 
keep  them  out  of  the  medical  journals. 

We  are,  however,  of  the  opinion  that  a  proper  degree  of  cir- 
cumspection in  this  matter  is  incumbent  upon  the  conductors  of 
journals.  We  think  that  the  composition  of  proprietary  remedies 
advertised  in  medical  journals  ought  to  be  given,  and  that  the 
nsual  trappings  and  paraphernalia  of  nostrums  and  patent  medi- 
cines should  not  be  allowed  upon  bottles  and  packages  thus 
advertised. 


We  uurx  that  the  physicians  of  Thomas  and  adjoining  coun- 
ties of  the  southern  border  of  Georgia,  held  a  meeting  in  Thom- 
asville  on  the  22d  of  June  last,  and  formed  themselves  into  a 
local  medical  society,  under  the  name  of  the  South  Georgia  Med- 
ical Society.  The  organization  consists  of  President,  T.  S.  Hop- 
tins,  M.D.,  of  Thomas  county;  Vice-President,  J.  A.  Butts,  M.D., 
of  Decatur  county;  Secretary,  D.  S.  Brandon,  M.D.,  of  Thomas 
county;  Treasurer,  W.  J.  Harrell,  M.D.,  of  Decatur  county.  The 
meetings  of  the  society  are  to  be  held  quarterly;  the  next  in 
conrse  being  set  down  for  the  third  Tuesday  in  September,  at 
Bainbridge,  Decatur  county. 

We  are  gratified  to  see  this  manifestation  of  professional  life 
on  the  part  of  our  brethren  in  the  southern  border,  and  trust 
that  the  physicians  of  that  region  will  rally  to  its  support.  The 
beneficial  influences  to  the  individuals  concerned,  as  well  as  to 
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the  profession  at  Iftrge  and  the  general  community,  which  grow 
out  of  these  local  medical  organizations,  are  varied  and  valaable. 
Snch  profeseiona!  re-unions  tend  to  break  down  the  seldshness 
which  isolation  naturally  engenders;  they  begot  mutual  forbear- 
ance and  respect,  personal  regard  and  confidence,  friendship  and 
brotherly  love.  The  discussion  of  scientific  subjects  brings  a 
comparison  of  views  ami  practices,  alike  instrnclive  to  those  who 
give  as  to  those  who  may  receive.  TVe  think  every  snch  organ- 
ization should  have  its  Reporter,  judiciously  chosen,  whose  duty 
it  should  be  do  condense  the  discussions  of  the  body  for  publica- 
tion in  the  medical  Journals.  Snch  discussions  from  the  pencil 
of  a  skilful  reporter,  are  always  read  with  interest  by  the  medical 
public;  and  the  fact  thut  the  discussions  arc  thus  given  to  the 
public  gives  incentive  for  greater  deliberation,  precision  and  care 
in  the  discussions. 

A  necessary  concomitant  in  medical  organizations  is  discip- 
linary power  over  the  individual  members,  and  herein  experience 
has  found  an  element  of  strength  for  self-protection  upon  the 
one  hand,  and  an  element  of  weakness  and  evanescence  upon  the 
other.  To  make  snch  bodies  strong  and  permanent  it  is  neces- 
sary that  brotherly  kindness  and  charity  shall  largely  prevail. 
We  should  eagerly  invoke  the  fairy  gift "  to  see  ourselves  as  others 
see  us;"  and  we  should  never  forget  that  it  is  human  to  err — 
that  it  is  christian  to  forbear — that  is  godlike  to  forgive.  Let 
discipline  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  few  chosen  for  their  age, 
experience,  temperance  and  freedom  from  bias.  Let  judgment 
be  wine  and  just,  but  sure  and  summary;  above  all,  let  the  rod 
descend  in  charity  and  loving  kindness. 

Phtsiolooy  of  Mkn.struation. — A^  this  subject  is  exciting  con- 
siderable interest  at  the  present  time,  we  are  glad  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  present  to  our  readers  the  following  letter  from  our 
friend.  Dr.  W.  G.  Drake,  of  Athinta: 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  3,  1875. 
MeituT!'.  Editors: 

In  looking  over  the  recent  proceedings  of  the  Atlanta  Acad- 
emy of  Medicine,  I  notice  that  Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson  states  that  he 
■"does  not  believe  that  the  ovaries  have  any  connection  with 
on  enstr  nation." 

Several  years  ago,  while  practising  in  Alabama,  I  doHvered  a 
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patient,  from  whom  in  about  two  weeks  afterwards  I  removed 
the  oterns  entire  and  the  foUopian  tubes.  She  made  a  good 
recovery,  and,  several  months  afterwards,  as  her  general  health 
improved,  there  was,  at  regular  monthly  intervals,  a  flow  of  blood 
per  vaginam,  corresponding  in  quantity  to  her  former  catamenia. 
It  now  the  ovaries  have  no  connection  with  menstruation,  whence 
this  How  ?  why  this  periodicity  ? 

I  will  state  further,  to  show  that  the  ovaries  must  have  been 
left  intact,  and  had  something  to  do  with  this  periodical  flow,  she 
informed  me  that  the  orgasm  experienced  during  coition  was  as 
c:^quisitely  enjoyablo  as  at  any  time  previous  to  her  impregna- 
tion.    I  have  the  specimen  in  my  otKce. 

Respectfully,  W.  G.  Drake,  M.D. 

In  order  to  any  profitable  discussion  of  the  subject  of  men- 
struation and  its  causes,  it  is  necessaiy  that  some  definite  under- 
standing shall  first  be  had  as  to  the  significancy  of  the  term 
menstraation.  The  term  is  used  by  writers  who  attach  to  it 
widely  differing  meanings.  If  menstruation  may  occur,  upon  the 
one  hand,  without  the  uterus,  as  contended  by  some,  and  upon 
the  other  hand  without  the  ovaries,  as  held  by  others,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  ikbsence  of  both  uterus  and  ovaries,  as  in  the  case  of 
Barah  A.  Colcord,  reported  by  Dr.  Horatio  R.  Storcr,  of  Boston, 
the  latitude  given  to  the  term  divests  it  of  all  its  heretofore 
accepted  significancy.  With  so  wide  a  scope  given  it  the  term 
may  be  applied  to  the  sangnineous  discharge  of  infants  at  the 
breast  as  well  as  to  the  decrepid  great- gran  dm  other  of  ninety, 
just  tottering  into  her  grave.  But  it  is  not  our  purpose  to  dis- 
cuss the  subject  at  all  at  present.  We  design  simply  to  put  upon 
record  the  interesting  and  valuable  observation  of  Dr.  Drake  for 
future  reference  and  use. 

Child  Killro  bv  a  Cbiiren. — We  find  in  the  Rome  Daily 
Commercial  a  notice  of  this  extraordinary  occurrence  in  the  case  of 
an  infant  child  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Langley,  living  near  Qadsden,  Ala. 
The  child,  eighteen  months  old,  whil^it  at  play  in  the  yard,  was 
furiously  attacked  by  a  rooster,  knocked  down  and  spurred  sev- 
eral times.  Dr.  Ewing,  who  attended,  states  that  one  stroke  of 
the  spur  had  entered  the  brain  through  an  open  suture  of  the 
fkuti,  and  resulted  in  death  to  the  child.  The  doctor  thinks  this 
the  first  case  of  the  kind  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
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The  Chicago  Medical  Examiner  and  the  Chicago  Medical  Jour- 
nal have  been  purchased  by  an  incorporated  atock  company, 
composed  of  leading  medical  men  of  Chicago,  and  styled  tlie 
"Chicago  Medical  Press  Association."  Tiie  two  Journals  are  to 
be  consolidated  and  issued  monthly  as  the  Chicago  Medical  Jour- 
nal and  Examiner.  W,  B.  Keen,  Cooke  &  Co.  are  the  publishers, 
and  the  sabscription  price  is  fixed  at  four  dollars  per  annum. 

Sfeeuv  Death  fbom  Sn&ee  Bite. — In  the  same  paper  we  find 
also  the  following;  "A  daughter,  about  twelve  years  old,  of  Mr. 
C.  B,  Culverson,  who  lives  a  few  miles  from  this  city,  was  out 
Friday,  picking  blackberries  on  the  roadside  near  her  father's 
residence.  A  gentleman  who  was  riding  by  at  the  time,  hearing 
her  B^rcam,  hastened  to  her,  and  found  that  she  had  been  bitten 
by  a  snake.  The  gentlemen  quickly  took  out  his  knife  and  cnt 
the  flesh  entirely  out  of  the  place  where  she  had  been  bitten,  but 
the  poison  had  done  its  work,  and  in  less  'than  fifteen  miuutee- 
thc  child  was  dead. 

An  iNTEKEETiKO  LECTURE  by  Dr.  Brown -Sequ aid,  on  some  new" 
views  concerning  the  localization  of  the  functions  of  the  brain, 
will  appear  in  an  early  number  of  the  Jioston  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Journal.  Other  important  articles  are  announced,  including 
one  on  the  treatment  of  typhoid  feyer  by  cold  water,  by  Prof. 
B.  T.  Edes,  and  one  on  the  non-restraint  method  adopted  for 
the  treatment  of  the  insane  at  Dr.  Fraser's  asylum  in  F.ngland. 
Prof.  Henry  J.  Bigelow  will  shortly  publish  an  iuteresting  paper 
on  exstrophy  of  the  bladder;  and  Prof.  E.  H.  Fitz  will  contrib- 
ute some  original  investigations  on  the  pathology  of  nymphoan- 
geioma. 

Ziemssen's  CvcLop.EDii  OF  Medicu.ve. — On  page  290  of  Vol.  Ill, 
second  text  line  from  the  bottom,  the  word  "ounces"  should 
read  "drachms."  As  the  error  might  lead  to  serious  conse- 
quences, subscribers  to  the  work  would  do  well  to  turn  at  once 
to  the  volume  and  cori'ect  this  error. 

"The  Natiosal  Expositiok  of  Agriculture,  Horticulture,  Me- 
chanics, Minerals  and  Art"  will  open  at  Home,  Georgia,  October 
4tk,  and  continue  to  October  9th,  1875.  Half-rates  have  been 
obtained  on  all  the  leading  railroad  lines. 
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Obserrations  on  tb^  Inflnenca  of  Oonaangainitf  as  the  Hedinm  of 
Propagating  Typhoid  Fever. 

Bt  T.  3.  BOPKIKS,  M.D.,  Thoiurtilli,  Qa. 

I  purpose  iu  this  report  to  present  for  consideration  an  unre- 
corded feature  in  the  history  of  typhoid  fever,  the  evidence  of 
which  is  based  upon  many  years  of  close  personal  obeerratioa. 
The  existence  of  a  feature  so  often  witnessed  and  carefally  noted, 
occarring  almost  invariably  in  the  disease  as  coming  under  my 
observation  for  more  than  twenty-five  years,  is  sufficiently  evi- 
dent to  my  mind  to  warrant  me  in  viewing  it  as  so  less  charac- 
teristic than  the  lesions  of  Peyer's  glands. 

The  feature  to  which  I  desire  to  call  attention  is  the  propa- 
gation of  typhoid  fever  through  the  ties  ef  blood,  which  it  often 
pursues  with  unrelenting  tenacity  asd  ferocity,  to  the  almost 
entire  escluaion  of  all  beyond  those  ties.  In  the  latter  part  of 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty,  an  article  on  this  subject 
from  me  was  published  in  the  Oglethorpe  Medical  Journal,  of 
Savannah,  and  the  data  upon  which  the  proposition,  up  to  that 
time,  was  baaed  were  given.  Since  then  several  opportonitiea 
have  been  afforded  me  for  the  collection  of  additional  evidence. 
Upon  the  evidence  I  aobmit  the  case  for  consideration.  In  doing 
BO  I  would  respectfully  ask,  that  though  yoo  "strike"  you  will 
"h^r  me;"  and  though  you  may  be  disposed  to  charge  me  with 
presumption  or  arrogance  in  daring  to  trespass  upon  the  histo- 
rical land-marks  of  a  disease  so  long  Eind  ably  defined  by  bo 
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many  illHstrious  antborities.  you  will  in  future  carefully  inquire 
into  the  relationship  of  your  typhoid  patients,  and  note  your 
observations  on  the  subject  presented.  Upon  such  results  I  am 
willing  to  stake  its  existence.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  physician  to 
make  kuovn  every  discovery,  whether  made  by  accident  or  other- 
wise, that  may  tend  to  the  amelioration  of  humaa  suffering,  or 
the  prevention  of  disease.  The  utility  of  many  valuable  medi- 
cines has  been  discovered  by  accident,  and  though  we  daily  wit- 
ness their  beneficial  effects,  we  are  often  unable  to  explain  their 
modus  operandi.  Their  value,  however,  is  in  no  way  impaired  or 
diminished  by  our  ignorance  of  the  manner  in  which  they  exert 
a  controlling  influence  over  disease.  If  I  am  correct  in  my  ^iew 
of  the  manner  in  which  typhoid  fever  is  propagated,  my  inability 
to  solve  the  mystery  and  explain  why  it  is  so,  would  in  no  way 
detract  from  its  value  or  lessen  its  utility.  I  have  never  been 
able  in  a  single  instance  to  discover  a  local  cause  for  typhoid  fever 
where  it  has  occurred  under  my  observation.  It  has  usually 
appeared  in  our  healthiest  localities,  where  no  cees  pools,  or  leak- 
ing sewers,  or  animal  or  vegetable  decomposition  were  present 
to  be  arraigned  as  factors.  I  have  searched  in  vain  for  the  sup- 
posed morbific  agents  considered  necessary  for  its  development, 
in  every  instance  referred  to  in  this  report. 

But  it  is  not  my  intention  to  dwell  upon  the  supposed  cause 
or  causes  of  the  disease.  I  desire  simply  to  show  by  the  evidence 
to  follow  that  when,  by  some  occult  and  mysterious  agency,  of 
which  we  know  nothing,  the  blood  of  man  is  poisoned,  giving 
rise  to  a  certain  set  of  symptoms,  with  attendant  special  lesions, 
which,  taken  together,  constitute  typhoid  fever,  the  same  agent 
develops  the  same  disease  in  those  connected  with  him  by  the 
ties  of  blood,  to  the  exclusion  of  others;  and  if  the  first  case 
contracts  the  disease  at  a  distance  from  home,  and  retnrns  with 
it,  he  transmits  or  imparts  this  agency  to  his  blood  kin,  develop- 
ing the  same  disease,  whilst  all  others,  about  him  and  equally 
exposed  but  not  related  to  him,  enjoy  almost  entire  immunity. 
This  power  to  impart  the  contc^on  to  his  blood  kin,  in  prefer- 
ence to  all  others  equally  exposed,  is  shrouded  in  no  less  mys- 
tery than  is  the  exciting  cause  of  the  disease.  May  we  attempt 
an  explanation  of  this  by  an  appeal  to  idiosyncracies,  those 
strange  and  inexplicable  peculiarities  so  often  met  with  in  certain 
femilies,  and  doubtless  connected  with  individual  conformation 
and  structure?    We  know  that  the  members  of  certain  families 
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«re  so  UDpleasaDtly  affected  by  the  odor  of  certaiD  fragrant  flow- 
-ers  as  almost  do  "die  of  a  rose  in  aromatic  pain."  Other  fami' 
lies  enffer  severe  gastric  deraDgement  and  urticaria  from  the 
least  iodulgence  in  shell  fish;  whilst  others  are  affected  most  un- 
pleasaatly  and  sometimes  alarmingly  by  the  minntest  portion  of 
tartarized  antimony.  How  common  the  remark,  "the  image  of 
the  father,  or  the  mother  " — the  same  eyes,  and  hair,  and  fea- 
tures; complexion,  expression,  propensities  and  peculiaritiee.  If 
nil  these  physicit]  and  mental  family  resemblances  are  inherited, 
-why  not  the  peculiar  family  predisposition,  receptivity  and  sus- 
ceptibility to  the  action  of  particular  morbific  agents?  The 
diathesis  is  not  communicable  from  man  to  man.  It  is  a  blood 
inherency,  an  expression  of  identity  of  conformation  and  struct- 
ure in  certain  families;  and  when  one  member  of  a  family  so 
constituted  is  exposed  to  the  exciting  cause,  typhoid  fever  is 
developed,  and,  regardless  of  the  distance  from  home,  on  his 
return  ho  propagates  through  this  family  predisposition,  the  dis- 
ease from  which  he  suffers,  whilst  others  equally  exposed,  with 
Tery  rare  exceptions,  escape.  We  are  not  without  the  knowledge 
of  instances  where  individuals  contracting  typhoid  fever  away 
from  home  on  their  return  communicate  it  to  their  immediate 
family,  and  they  to  dther  relatives  who  visit  them,  and  these 
last,  ou  their  return,  oommunicate  it  to  their  families,  and  through 
this  communication,  from  relative  to  relative,  the  disease  lurks 
in  a  community  for  months,  and  ceases  only  when  it  has  ex- 
hausted the  supply  of  consanguinity  exposed  to  its  iufluence; 
while  with  very  few  exceptions  none  disconnected  by  the  ties  of 
blood,  however  much  exposed  by  contact,  have  had  the  disease. 
What  stronger  evidence  conld  there  be  of  the  entire  independ- 
ence of  typhoid  fever,  in  such  instances,  of  any  local  cause,  or 
of  the  influence  of  consanguinity  in  its  propagation?  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  understood  in  these  remarks  as  conveying  the  idea 
-that  all  connected  by  the  ties  of  blood  who  may  be  brought  in 
contact  with  the  sick  mant  have  the  disease.  Such  an  opinion 
■would  be  contrary  to  the  history  of  the  most  virulent  and  fatal 
■epidemics.  I  do  mean,  however,  to  be  understood  as  asserting 
that  from  personal  observation,  when  typhoid  fever  extends  be- 
yond the  find  case  it  strikes  those  connected  by  the  ties  of  blood 
in  preference  to  all  others. 

Liebermeister  says  a  typhoid  fever  patient  may  be  treated  in 
&  well  ventilated  ward  without  danger  of  the  disease  being  con- 
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tracted  by  narses  coming  in  contact  with  him,  or  by  other  pa- 
tients. I  have  no  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  this  assertion.  It 
has  been  witnessed  and  proven  in  the  well  ventilated  rooms  of 
private  residences  in  the  country,  when  the  patient  was  a  siranger- 
in  blood  to  occupants  of  the  house  who  were  in  contact  with  him. 
It  woold  be  a  singular  and  rare  circumstance  indeed  for  a  patient 
with  typhoid  fever  to  find  in  the  wards  of  a  hospital  any  one, 
either  a  nurse  or  patient,  connected  with  him  by  the  ties  of  blood, 
through  which  he  might  propagate  the  disease. 

Flint,  in  his  valuable  work  on  the  practice  of  physic,  relates 
tha  case  of  a  wealthy  citizen  who  spent  the  summer  in  the  coun- 
try, leaving  his  honse  in  the  city  in  charge  of  two  persons.  In 
September  he  returned  with  his  family  and  occupied  the  house. 
^Very  soon  typhoid  fever  appeared  in  the  family,  five  of  whom 
had  it.  None  escaped  but  the  parents.  A  nephew  who  left  the 
house  after  the  disease  appeared,  and  went  into  the  country,  also 
had  it  He  attributes  the  disease  to  a  local  cause,  a  defective 
waste  pipe  in  the  cellar,  from  which  at  times  a  bad  odor  had 
been  perceived.  Is  it  not  strange,  if  the  defective  waste  pipe 
was  the  cause,  that  the  two  persons  in  charge  of  the  house,  and 
who  for  the  entire  summer  had  been  sabjected  to  the  bad  odor, 
were  not  sick?  The  nephew  went  into  the  country,  where  he 
had  the  fever,  but  no  one  is  said  to  have  contracted  it  from  him, 
nor  did  it  extend  beyond  the  immediate  family,  from  the  boose 
in  the  city,  to  any  one  else.  Not  only  was  a  peculiar  family  sus- 
ceptibility to  the  esciting  cause  of  typhoid  fever  evidenced  in 
this  instance,  but  very  strong  evidence  in  favor  of  the  proposition 
that  when  developed  it  rarely  extends  beyond  the  ties  of  blood. 
But  it  may  be  asked,  what  good  will  be  derived  from  proving 
the  influence  of  consanguinity  in  the  propagation  of  typhoid 
fever?  I  answer,  much.  It  would  enable  us  to  arrest  its  pro- 
gress, by  limiting  and  confining  it  to  the  first  case.  How?  Why, 
by  keeping  away  from  the  sick  all  persons  connected  with  him 
by  the  ties  of  blood,  and  having  him  nursed  entirely  by  those  not 
BO  connected.  So  satisfied  have  I  long  been  of  the  influence  of 
this  blood  predisposition  as  a  propagating  medinm,  that  I  make 
it  a  rule  always  to  advise  that  all  relatives  of  the  sick  be  kept 
away  from  him,  otherwise  they  will  in  all  probability  contract 
the  disease.  I  have  never  yet  had  cause  to  regret  such  advice. 
With  these  remarks,  I  now  present  the  evidence  upon  which 
they  are  based.     If  in  the  future  yon  shall  prove  that  the  views 
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advanced  by  me  on  this  subject  fail  to  stand  the  test  of  your  ob- 
servation, yon  will  at  least  exhonerate  me  of  having  attempted 
to  inangurate  a  doctrine  fraught  with  injury  to  the  human  raoe, 
and,  as  an  act  of  professional  charity,  excuse  me  for  having  pre- 
sented for  your  consideration  the  results  of  personal  observation, 
with  the  hope  of  aiding  in  the  arrest  of  a  fearful  malady  and  the 
mitigation  of  human  suffering. 

Ihstahce  1. — In  the  month  of  Mny,  1855,  typhoid  fever  pre- 
vailed on  the  "Dover  Hall"  plantation,  Turtle  River,  Glynn 
county,  Georgia.  There  were  one  hundred  und  twenty-five  ne- 
groes on  the  place.  The  flrat  case  was  thnt  of  Mosee,  on  able 
bodied  young  man,  twenty-four  years  of  age.  Soon  after  seeing 
Moses  I  was  called  to  others,  and  my  cases  gradually  increased 
to  forty-eight  Having  on  a  previous  occasion,  whilst  treating 
typhoid  fever  on  another  plantation,  noticed  that  it  was  confined 
to  particular  families  about  the  yard,  whilst  the  visitors  from  the 
surrounding  plantations  were  not  sick,  I  carefully  inquired  into 
the  genealogy  of  each  case  occurring  at "  Dover  Hall,"  and  proved 
beyond  a  doubt  that  of  the  forty-eight,  without  an  exception, 
every  one  wns  connected  with  Moses,  the  first  case,  by  the  ties 
of  blood.  The  other  negroes  on  the  plantation  were  equally 
exposed  by  daily  contact  with  the  sick,  yet  not  one  but  those 
connected  to  Moses  had  the  disease.  One  of  my  last  cases  here 
I  feared  would  prove  a  broken  link  in  my  chain  of  evidence. 
This  was  Mancy,  aged  about  35  years.  She  occupied  isolated 
quarters  at  some  distance  from  where  the  disease  prevailed.  I 
bunted  up  the  evidence,  however,  and  proved  that  she  was  the 
natural  daughter  of  old  George,  the  father  of  Moses. 

No  local  cause  whatever  could  be  discovered  for  the  occur- 
rence or  prevalence  of  the  disease  at  this  place.  If  there  had 
been  it  is  but  resonable  to  suppose  that  the  other  negroes  would 
have  suflTered  equally  with  the  relatives  of  Moses.  "  Dover  Hall " 
is  one  of  the  most  delightful  and  healthy  places  in  the  country. 
The  quarters  were  comfortable,  and  the  negroes  better  fed,  bet- 
ter clothed,  and  less  worked  than  any  others  in  that  section. 
Moses,  a  few  days  before  he  became  sick,  had  returned  from  a 
visit  to  Brunswick. 

Imstance  2. — During  my  attendance  at  "Dover  Hall,"  one  of 
■my  coses,  Benty,  a  young  man,  died  suddenly  with  enormons 
.tympanitis.  Attributing  the  sudden  supervention  of  tympani- 
■tis  and  speedy  death  to  perforation  of  bowel  from  ulceration,  I 
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disinterred  tbe  body,  which  contrary  to  my  orders  bad  beea 
hnried  some  twelve  hours,  and  by  careful  examination  eetab- 
lished  the  correctness  of  my  diagnosis.  The  examination  waa- 
made  at  midday,  in  the  month  of  June,  tbe  weather  being  very- 
warm  and  the  cadaver  very  offensive.  For  nearly  a  week  thfr 
effluvium  clung  to  me  with  a  tenacity  defying  tbe  most  approved 
disinfectants.  I  could  not,  by  any  means  used,  divest  myself 
of  it. 

It  was  but  a  short  time  after  this  autopsy  that  one  of  my 
sons,  J.  G.  H.,  had  typhoid  fever;  then  another  son,  H.  Vt.  H.; 
then  two  daoghtere;  then  a  first  cousin  of  my  children,  on  a  visit 
to  us.  From  the  early  part  of  Jane  to  the  last  day  of  October,  I 
was  not  without  a  case  of  typhoid  fever  in  my  house.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  in  this  instance  tbe  cause  of  the  fever  was  infection, 
the  materies  morbi  having  been  carried  by  me  in  my  clothingi 
acting  as  fomites,  from  tbe  post  mortem  to  my  bouse.  J.  G.  was 
infected,  the  spark  was  lighted  in  tbe  current  of  consanguinity, 
which  it  followed  through  five  members  of  my  family,  passing  by 
our  nurses,  our  friends  and  our  neighbors;  there  was  not  a  case 
outside  of  my  yard  in  the  village.  There  was  no  discernable 
local  cause.  Wayneaville,  my  residence,  has  always  been  consid- 
ered one  of  tbe  healthiest  localities  in  tbe  State. 

I  trust  I  shall  be  excused  for  relating  here  an  incident  occnr- 
ing  in  tbe  case  of  J.  G.  H.  He  was  very  low,  helpless,  and  for 
several  days  speechless;  his  nourishment  being  poured  into  hi» 
mouth  by  the  teaspoonfuL  While  in  this  condition  one  of  hia 
brothers  came  into  tbe  room  and  informed  me  that  there  were 
some  fine  watermelons  at  the  door  for  sale.  He  turned  his  head 
toward  bis  brother  and  said  to  him,  "Get  me  one  if  you  have  to 
steal  it."  Tbe  melon  was  immediately  brought  in,  when  be  asked 
me  to  cut  it  in  two  and  place  a  spoon  in  one  half  and  lay  it  be- 
side bim  on  the  bed,  that  he  might  "just  look  at  ii"  I  did  as 
he  requested,  and  just  then  was  called  into  another  room,  where 
I  remained  some  time.  On  my  return,  notwithstanding  his  prom- 
ise not  to  eat,  be  was  stuffing  it  in  with  a  power  far  beyond  any 
I  imagined  be  possessed.  He  had  eaten  freely  of  it.  From  this 
time  be  began  to  improve,  and  was  soon  convalesceni  Since 
then  I  rarely  refuse  my  typhoid  patients  ripe  watermelon. 

Ikstakce  3. — In  tbe  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty,  Mr. 

J.  B.  R.,  of  Waynesville,  Georgia,  purchased  a  family  of  negroes, 

consisting  of  the  mother,  a  grown  daughter  and  two  sons,  one  a 
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man  and  the  other  aboat  fourteen  years  of  age.  On  their  arrival 
I  was  Bent  for  to  see  the  bo;,  whom  I  fonnd  ill  of  typhoid  fever. 
I  at  once  informed  Mr.  B.  that  in  all  probabihty  the  rest  of  the 
family  woold  have  the  disease,  but  bis  other  negroes,  who  norsed 
and  occnpied  the  same  hoase  with  the  sick,  would  escape.  The 
boy  was  long  sick,  but  recovered.  His  sister  centracted  the  dis- 
ease and  died.  The  elder  brother,  who  was  a  "  runaway  "  at  the 
time  of  purchase,  bearing  of  the  transfer,  came  in  to  his  new 
master  in  perfect  health,  bat  very  soon  contracted  the  disease 
and  died.  No  other  case  occarred.  The  locality  is  unsurpassed 
for  faealthfulnesB,  and  no  local  cause  existed.  These  cases  re- 
ceived every  attention  from  Mr.  R.  and  his  family,  who  were 
much  abotit  tliem. 

Instance  i. — In  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  Mr. 
J.  M.,  a  member  of  the  Georgia  Cadets,  in  the  service  of  tbe  State, 
was  sent  home  with  typhoid  fever.  The  residence  of  the  family 
was  in  Olynn  county.  Mr.  M.  died.  Immediately  after  his  death, 
the  family,  consisting  of  father,  mother,  a  lovely  daughter  aged 
about  seventeen  years,  and  two  sons  aged  about  twelve  and  four- 
teen years,  moved  into  the  piuey  woods,  in  one  of  the  healthiest 
places  in  the  whole  county.  Very  soon  the  daughter  contracted 
typhoid  fever,  with  symptoms  identical  with  those  of  tbe  brother, 
and  died.  Then  tbe  father  and  then  the  next  oldest  son  sickened 
of  this  same  disease  and  died.  No  other  case  occurred  at  that 
locality  nor  anywhere  in  the  neighborhood.  They  received  every 
attention  and  tbe  best  of  norsing  from  friends  and  neighbors,  all 
of  whom  escaped.  In  this  instance  I  was  not  tbe  attending  phy- 
sician, but  the  bets  related  of  them  I  vouch  for.  They  were 
personal  friends  of  miDe,  and  I  was  posted  with  all  that  happened 
by  tbo  attending  phyeiciaii  and  the  mother  of  the  children. 

Instance  5. — In  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-two 
J.  U.,  a  citizen  of  Thomas  county,  residing  near  tbe  Florida  line, 
returned  home  from  a  railroad  meeting  at  Savannah  with  fever, 
which  soon  proved  to  be  typhoid.  In  this  instanoe  the  father, 
mother  and  tbree  children  bad  the  disease.  There  was  no  other 
case  in  the  neighborhood.  The  disease  hngered  long  in  Mr.  U.'a 
family;  and  as  it  is  customary  in  the  country  for  the  neighbors 
to  visit  much  the  sick,  many  were  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the 
disease  and  escaped. 

One  of  the  ladies  who  assisted  in  nursing  the  sick,  some  three 
weeks  after  return  home,  suffered  from  a  mild  attack  of  typhoid 
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lever.  The  length  of  time  from  immediate  exposure  to  the  oc- 
cmTenoe  of  the  fever  would  be  rather  against  making  this  case 
an  exception  to  the  mle.  This  was  a  widow  lady  without  family, 
and  waa  the  only  case  at  her  house.  None  of  her  friends  or 
nurses  who  were  constantly  with  her  bad  the  fever.  In  this  in- 
stance Mrs.  U.,  the  wife,  had  the  fever  before  any  of  the  children. 
She  was  the  cousin  of  her  husband. 

Instanoe  6. — Id  the  ye&r  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
Mr.  Q.  M.,  a  citizen  of  Thomas  county,  residing  six  miles  from 
ThomasTille,  on  a  plantation  where  typhoid  fever  had  never  be- 
fore been  known,  sickened  and  died  of  the  disease.  Two  of  his 
daughters  also  died  of  the  fever.  After  the  death  of  the  second 
daughter  the  mother,  &Irs.  &£.,  had  the  fever.  She  waa  removed 
to  Thomasville,  to  the  house  of  her  deceased  husband's  sister, 
where  she  continued  sick  for  many  weeks;  during  the  time  she 
was  constantly  attended  and  kindly  nursed  by  the  family,  not 
one  of  whom  had  the  fever.  I  will  remark  here  that  I  have 
never  known  the  wife  take  fever  firom  the  husband,  or  the  hus- 
band from  the  wife,  unless  they  were  connected  by  the  ties  of 
blood.  In  this  instance  Mrs.  M.  did  not  have  the  disease  until 
after  the  daughters  had  it.  In  this  instance  I  was  not  the  attend- 
ing phyeioian,  though  I  visited  the  family,  and  the  history  given 
is  from  personal  observation. 

Ihstahce  7. — Dr.  F.,  a  gentleman  from  Seymour  Indiana,  in 
the  fall  of  1873,  being  himself  an  invalid,  removed  with  hia  fam- 
ily, consisting  of  himself,  wife  and  daughter  and  three  sons,  to 
Thomas  county,  and  located  on  a  beautiful  farm  three  miles  from 
Thomasville.  In  the  spring  of  1871,  typhoid  fever  appeared  in 
his  family,  beginiiiog  with  a  son  five  yeai-s  of  age.  From  this 
case  it  spread,  and  the  other  two  sons  and  daughter  had  it.  The 
mother  luid  father  escaped.  The  disease  continued  for  months 
in  the  family.  I  saw  them  in  consultation  with  the  doctor  and 
father  as  often  as  my  professional  duties  would  permit.  Those 
living  near  the  doctor  were  frequently  and  daily  at  his  house  and 
around  the  bedside  of  his  sick  children.  Notwithstanding  this 
exposure  by  contact  with  the  sick,  and  the  effluvium  from  the 
excreta,  no  case  occurred  outside  of  the  family.  Frequently  I 
would  be  asked  by  visitors  if  this  diaeaee  waa  contagious.  My 
reply  waa:  "  Not  to  you,  unless  you  are  oonnected  by  the  ties  of 
blood."  This  was  an  entirely  new  settlement;  there  was  not  an 
old  honae  on  the  place;  the  water  was  excellent,  and  all  the  eut- 
roundings  in  perfect  order. 
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Cftses  of  Inteatmal  Obetruction  fiom  (probabl;)  Halarinl  Oanees,  with 
some  BeSectione  as  to  a  probibia  Cause  of  latusanaoeption. 

Bt  W,  D.  soil,  SI.D..  BOJIE,  Oi. 

A  series  of  caaes  which  have  recently  occnrred  in  my  practice, 
taken  in  connection  with  some  caRes  which  have  presented  them- 
selves in  the  past,  have  suggested  to  me  some  new  views  as  to 
the  cause  of  certain  cases  of  intestinal  obstruction;  and  the  treat- 
ment growing  out  of  those  views  having  fortanately  been  sucesa- 
ful,  I  deeire  to  put  the  oases,  and  the  ideas  which  they  have 
suggested,  on  record,  with  the  view  of  calling  the  attention  of 
my  professional  brethren  to  the  subject,  and  inviting  their  obser- 
vation of  similar  cases. 

CASEa  1  and  2,  Nov.  26th,  1874. — I  was  called  at  3  a.m.  to  see 
Mr.  W.,  a  large,  healthy  man,  about  fifty-five  yeurs  of  age.  1 
found  him  suffering  moat  intense  bhdominal  pains,  the  result,  be 
thought,  of  indigestion,  he  having  drunk  freely  of  buttermilk  at 
supper.  He  said  everything  seemed  to  stop  at  a  certain  place  in 
his  bowels.  The  pain  was  refeiTed  to  the  region  of  either  the 
stomach  or  transverse  colon.  There  was  no  vomiting.  The 
tongue  was  considerably  coated.  I  gave  him  a  dose  of  calomel, 
%nth  opium  pills,  and  applied  a  hot  pepper  poultice  to  the  abdo- 
men, and  be  was  relieved.  I  also  directed  a  dose  of  oil  in  the 
morning,  and  at  my  visit  on  the  27th  found  that  it  bad  acted 
and  he  seemed  very  well. 

On  the  night  of  the  27th  was  sent  for  to  see  Mtb.  B.,  (cose  2d) 
a  lady  of  fine  constitution,  but  at  that  time  somewhat  palled 
down,  she  having  been  confined  on  the  81st  of  October.  I  was 
at  the  time  engaged  with  a  very  ill  child  in  the  country,  and  did 
not  receive  the  message  until  nest  day,  and  did  not  see  the  pa- 
tient until  8  P.M.  I  found  she  had  had  a  severe  attack  of  what 
she  considered  indigestion,  and  which  she  attributed  to  a  glass 
of  porter  she  had  taken  to  increase  the  secretion  of  milk.  There 
was  no  vomiting  in  this  cose,  only  intense  pain.  The  tongue 
■was  considerably  coated.  I  found,  on  inquiry,  that  she  had  had 
s  similar  but  much  lighter  attack  on  the  night  of  the  25tb.  I 
conceived  that  both  of  these  cases  were  of  malarial  origin,  and 
that  Mrs.  B.'a  case  was  of  the  tertian  type.  I  explained  to  her 
my  views,  and  told  her  that  the  night  of  the  29th  was  the  time 
for  her  to  apprehend  an  attack,  which  I  would  endeavor  to  ward 


b,Coo*^lc 


330  ATLAXTA  MEDICAL  AXD  SUROICAL  JOURSAL. 

On  the  28tb,  at  the  same  boar  as  before,  3  a.h.,  was  called 
again  to  see  Mr.  W.,  and  found  him  BnfTering  from  a  similar  at- 
tack. He  considered  thie  also  indigestion,  bnt  could  not  attribote 
the  attack  to  an;  special  article  of  diet,  as  he  had  been  carefal 
with  reference  to  his  food.  I  pointed  out  to  him  the  element  of 
periodicity  in  the  case,  told  him  of  the  other  similar  case,  and 
told  him  the  attack  was  not  dae  to  indigestion,  but  probably  to 
a  malarial  engorgement  of  the  abdominal  organs,  a  recurrence  of 
which  we  would  endeavor  to  avert  with  quinine.  In  the  mean- 
time I  used  opium  and  a  pepper  ponltice  for  present  relief 

On  the  29th  Mrs.  B.  took  twelve  grains  of  quinine,  so  timed 
as  to  have  her  well  under  the  influence  of  it  at  night,  and  as  there 
was  a  slight  manifestation  of  an  attack — enough  to  confirm  the 
diagnosis — also  a  little  laudauum  as  directed. 

On  tke  30th,  Mr.  W.  took  in  the  same  wav  fifteen  grains  of 
quinine,  and  escaped  the  parosysm  entirely.  In  both  cases  qui- 
nine was  used  to  guard  against  another  paroxyem,  and  both  re- 
covered without  further  trouble. 

Case  3.— On  the  Ist  of  December,  1871, 1  saw  an  infant  child 
of  Capt  C,  aged  four  months,  who,  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  was- 
suffering  from  a  similar  attack.  The  parosysms,  however,  oc- 
curred according  to  my  malarial  diagram,  (concerning  which  I 
will  hereafter  write  yon,)  at  noon  and  midnight.  In  other  words, 
it  was  a  doable  quotidian  or  remittent  attack.  The  brain  was 
much  involved  through  sympathy,  and  the  child  was  very  ill.  I 
used  calomel,  bromide  of  potassium  and  quinine;  the  latter  dur- 
ing both  the  afternoon  and  morning  remissions,  about  6  o'clockr 
according  to  the  plan  I  have  adopted  in  malarial  attacks  of  this 
type,  with  organic  complications.  This  I  propose  to  elaborate  in 
another  article;  sufiSce  it  ^ow  to  say,  that  auder  this  treatment 
the  child  made  a  speedy  recovery. 

Case  4. — Jan.  27th,  1875, 1  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  W.,  quite- 
a  fleshy  lady,  about  15  years  of  age.  I  found  that  she  had  been 
unwell  for  some  time ;  had  been  taking  Simmons'  Liver  Medicine 
freely,  and  was  then  safiering  great  abdominal  pain,  chiefly  re- 
ferred to  the  ascending  colon.  The  bowels  had  not  been  freely 
moved.  She  did  not  bear  opium  weU.  I  gave  her,  therefore^ 
some  bromide  of  potassium,  a  good  dose  of  blue  mass,  applied  a 
poultice,  and  directed  her  to  take,  in  the  morning,  in  the  event 
of  the  pill  not  acting  well,  a  dose  of  oil  and  turpentine.  28th. — I 
was  called  early  to  see  the  patient;  she  had  vomited  the  oil  and 
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tnrpentine,  had  bad  do  action  from  the  bowels,  and  was  suffer- 
ing fearful  pain ;  the  abdomen  was  mach  distended.  Gave  opinm 
pills,  applied  a  hot  poultice,  after  rubbing  the  abdomen  with 
tnrpentine,  and  administered  copions  enemeta  of  warm  water. 
She  obtained  no  relief,  the  enemeta  failing  utterly  to  move  the 
bowels.  Later  in  the  day,  gave  her  two  doses  of  calomel,  15- 
graina  each  (the  first  having  been  vomited,)  desiring  to  act  on 
the  bowels  with  natnre's  purgative,  bile.  She  suffered  very  much 
all  that  day  and  night,  the  only  rehef  being  from  the  opinm. 
The  free  enemata  administered  again  and  again  produced  no 
result,  in  spite  of  the  free  kneading  of  the  abdomen.  The  next 
moming — Jan.  29th — I  had  given  her  an  enema  of  castor  oil, 
turpentine  and  tincture  of  asafcetida,  in  thin  starch,  which  pro- 
duced a  email,  dark,  thin  action.  After  this  she  seemed  some- 
what easier;  but  about  2  p.u.,  I  was  called  again  to  see  her,  and 
found  her  suffering  as  much  as  ever.  I  repeated  the  before- 
mentioned  enema,  which  produced  another  small  action,  rather 
more  yellowish  in  color;  after  which  she  was  again  easier. 

Abont  2  A.H.  of  the  30th,  I  was  called  again  to  see  her,  and 
found  her  suffering  as  before;  the  pain  being  truly  agonizing,  and 
the  abdominal  tension  was  as  great  as  ever.  Struck  with  the 
apparent  periodicity  in  the  case,  I  inquired  if  the  pains  did  not 
recur  at  a  definite  hour  day  and  night  The  intelligent  answer 
was  that  they  recurred  regularly  at  one  o'clock,  both  day  and 
night.  I  thought  this  fact,  with  the  evidence  of  the  before-men- 
tioned cases,  warranted  me  in  regarding  the  intestinal  obstruc- 
tion as  proceeding  horn  malarial  causes.  I  accordingly  wrote  a 
prescription  for  quinin«,  four  grains  to  the  tablespoonful,  in 
solution  with  sulphuric  acid  and  water,  which  I  directed  the 
friends  to  have  ready  at  6  a.u.,  gave  some  opinm,  applied  a  hot 
poultice,  and  laid  down  to  snatch  a  short  nap,  of  which  I  was 
much  in  need.  Waking  between  6  and  7, 1  gave  her,  at  7,  9  and 
11  A.ti.,  a  tablespoonful  of  the  solntion.  She  kos  free  from  severe 
pains  all  that  day,  and  at  6  and  8  p.m.  I  gave  her  another  spoon- 
ful of  tbe  solution.  The  night  was  passed  pleasantly,  and  in  the 
course  of  it  and  the  next  day  she  had  several  free  bilioas  evacu- 
ations, accompanied  with  much  gas,  and  producing  a  feeling  of 
great  relief.  The  quinine  was  continued  for  another  day,  when 
very  little  additional  treatment  was  necessary;  the  patient  con- 
valescing favorably,  though  slightly  ptyalised.  After  commenc- 
ing to  take  the  quinine,  tbe  tongue,  which  was  heavily  coated, 
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cleared  off  gradually,  and  the  patient  has  since  been  in  good 
health. 

The  condition  prodacing  these  symptoms  is,  I  imagine,  shown 
by  the  nest  case. 

Case  5.  Obntruction  of  the  boweh,  accompanied  with  great  pain  ; 
death  occurring  xudde.nly  ;  post  mortem  examinaiion.  In  the  anm- 
mer  of  1866,  soon  after  coming  to  Rome,  I  was  called  to  see  Oen. 
M.  L.  S.,  a  brave,  determined  soldier  of  perhaps  forty  years  of 
aye.  He  was  suffering  from  constipation  of  the  bone's,  accom- 
panied with  great  pain.  A  varied  treatment  was  used,  combin- 
ing purgatives  with  opiates.  After  using  other  enemata,  a  pint 
of  infus.  of  senna  was  thrown  into  the  bowel,  which  produced 
quite  a  free  action,  but  brought  no  feeling  of  relief. 

I  have  no  notes  of  the  case,  and  at  that  time  my  attention 
had  not  been  directed  so  closely  to  the  periodicity  of  diseases.  I 
recollect  distinctly,  though,  that  after  leaving  him  quite  comfor- 
table late  in  the  evening,  I  was  called  up  at  midnight,  and  found 
him  suffering  great  agony.  He  was,  I  think,  one  of  the  bravest, 
most  self-controlled  men  I  ever  knew;  but  bo  great  was  his  pain 
that  he  could  not  repress  his  groans,  and  the  perspiration  stood 
in  beads  on  his  forehead.  At  his  request,  I  called  Dr.  Battey  in 
to  see  him  with  me.  He  sunk  very  rapidly,  a  great  change  hav- 
ing taken  place  daring  my  brief  absence  in  going  for  Dr.  Battey, 
and  he  soon  afterwards  died. 

As  his  death  had  been  sudden,  and  the  case  peculiar,  we 
deemed  a  post  mortom  advisable,  expecting  to  find  intussuscep- 
tion. The  examination  was  made  by  Dr.  Battey;  Dr.  Miller  and 
myself  being  present.  On  opening  the  abdomen,  the  peritoneum 
was  found  intensely  congested,  both  that  lining  the  walls  of  the 
abdomen  and  that  covering  the  viscera.  This  congestion  was 
mnch  more  intense  at  certain  points  of  the  large  intestine.  There 
was  not  a  trace  of  intussusception,  bat  at  certain  points  of  the 
large  intestine,  and  particularly  in  the  descending  colon,  where 
the  congestion  was  most  intense,  there  was  a  contraction  of  the 
circnlar  fibres,  presenting  mnch  the  appearance  as  if  a  tape  was 
around  it.  The  calibre  of  the  intestine,  even  in  the  relaxation  of 
death,  was  almost  obliterated.  We  imbued  that  during  life 
the  spasmodic  contraction  of  these  muscles  bad  completely  closed 
the  intestine.  The  only  other  pathological  condition  foand  was 
that  the  gall  bladder  wae  filled  with  gaU-ston«a.  Fnrther  obser- 
vations on  this  case  will  be  made  in  the  closing  remarks. 
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Case  6.— On  the  28th  of  December,  1872, 1  wae  called  to  see 
Mrs.  P.,  a  lady  of  good  constitntion,  about  &hy  years  of  t^e. 
Found  her  suffering  from  intestinal  obetructioD,  which  I  endeav- 
ored to  relieve  with  opiates  and  copious  enemeta  of  warm  water. 
After  passing  into  the  bowel  all  the  fluid  it  would  hold,  she 
would  immediately  have  an  action,  passing  off  at  first  simply  the 
water  thrown  in;  after  a  longer  or  shorter  interval  another  ac- 
tion wonld  follow,  bringing  away  small  quantities  of  thin  fieces. 
Dr.  Gorman  saw  her  with  me  early  in  her  sickness.  After  using 
repeated  injections  for  perhaps  two  days,  I  procured  a  stomach 
tube,  which  I  passed  up  the  rectum,  and  through  which  I  ad- 
ministered  subsequent  enemata.  On  introducing  the  finger  for 
the  purpose  of  passing  this  tube,  I  found  the  lower  portion  of 
rectum  much  distended,  but  at  a  short  distance  &om  the  sphinc- 
ter the  bowel  was  so  constricted  that  I  could  barely  introduce 
the  tip  of  the  finger  into  it.  On  inserting  the  end  of  the  tube 
into  this  contracted  ring  and  administering  an  enema,  she  would 
have  only  one  action,  bringing  away  small  quantities  of  fteces. 
It  was  evident  that  when  administered  without  the  tube  the  first 
action  was  from  the  portion  of  bowel  below  the  point  of  contrao- 
tion,  and  that  some  of  the  fluid  passed  through  this  contri-clxd 
ring  of  intestine,  producing  the  second  action.  Vomiting  came 
on  early  in  this  case,  and  was  very  aggravated,  becoming  finally 
stercoraceous.  At  one  time  we  applied  a  blister  at  the  back  of 
the  neck,  and  administered  an  enema  of  belladonna  and  quinine. 
She  seemed  to  rest  decidedly  better  after  this;  and,  on  adminis- 
tering another  injection  of  water  through  the  tube,  it  was  evident 
that  the  contracted  portion  of  the  bowel  was  more  relaxed.  7he 
quinine  was  used  only  once  a  day  for  two  days,  when,  there  be- 
ing no  definite  object  for  using  it  further,  it  was  laid  aside  for 
other  remedies.  Drs.  Battey  and  G.  W.  Holmes  were  in  the 
meantime  called  in  consultation.  AVe  considered  the  question  of 
gestrotomy,  but  decided  against  it,  as  the  local  symptoms  were 
not  well  marked.  The  patient  sunk  and  died  on  the  morning  of 
the  6th  of  January,  1873.  There  was  much  in  the  physiognomy 
which  strongly  suggested  the  preceding,  and  of  which  case  4 
afterwards  reminded  m&    No  post  mortem  allowed. 

Case  7. — Malarial  spasm  of  the  ascending  colon  diagnosticaled. 

Recavery  under  treatment  hj  quinine. — March  2Gth,  1875, 1  was 

called  to  see  Mrs.  El,  a  lady  of  abont  42  years  of  age.     She  was 

saffering  very  severe  pain,  which  she  supposed  to  be  ovarian, 
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An  oxamiuaUon  of  the  seat  of  pain  revealed  the  fact  that  it  was 
located  in  tbe  right  lumbar  region,  over  the  ascending  colon. 
Qnestiouing  disclosed  that  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  she  had 
had  some  pain ;  that  it  had  returned  on  the  evening  of  the  25th 
with  greater  Beverity.  She  had  been  easy  all  da;,  bnt  the  pain 
bad  returned  with  still  greater  severity  shortly  before  sending 
for  me,  about  G  p.m.  The  bowels  were  constipated.  With 
the  light  of  the  preceding  cases  I  diagnosticated  spasm  of  the 
ascending  colon  of  the  quotidian  type,  I  directed  her  to  take 
elixir  of  opium,  and  to  apply' a  poultice  that  night,  and  to  take 
quinine  two  days,  She  had  no  recurrence  of  the  pain,  and  soon 
got  well. 

Remarks. — I  think  the  malarial  origin  of  five  out  of  seven  of 
these  cases  is  shown  by  their  periodicity,  and  by  the  effect  of 
remedies.  I  may  add  that  the  tongue  in  the  worst  cases  pre- 
sented in  a  marked  degree  the  heavy  white  coat  which  I  have  so 
often  seen  accompanying  intense  malarial  affections  with  organic 
complications.  The  nature  of  the  attack  is,  I  think,  a  spasm  of 
the  circular  muscular  fibres  of  the  intestines,  produced  by  de- 
rangement in  the  reflex  system  of  nerves,  causing  in  the  worst 
cases,  I  think,  real  intestinal  obstruction.  This  is  probably  asso- 
ciated with  engorgement  of  the  peritoneum,  perhaps  periodical 
in  character.  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge  the  spasm  has 
fallen  upon  some  portion  of  the  large  intestine.  The  intensity 
«f  the  pain  in  these  cases  is  a  very  striking  feature,  I  think  the 
manifestation  of  pain  greater  than  in  any  other  class  of  diseases 
I  have  witnessed.  The  idea  has  also  occurred  to  me  that  true 
intussusception  may  be  preceded  and  produced  by  this  contract- 
ed condition  of  the  intestine.  Certainly  no  condition  could  be 
so  favorable  for  invagination.  Would  not  contraction  plus  active 
purgation  produce  intussusception?  May  we  not  have  in  this 
condition  the  explanation  of  the  occnrrence  of  at  least  some  of 
the  cases  of  intussusception? 

Believiog  that  if  the  ideas  here  thrown  out  are  correct  it  is 
important  they  should  be  known,  and  believing  that  the  patient, 
in  case  4,  owed  her  recovery  to  the  plan  of  treatment,  and  that 
under  any  other  plan  of  treatment  the  case  would  have  followed 
the  course  of  cases  5  and  6, 1  have  prepared  this  article  with 
the  view  of  calling  the  attention  of  my  professional  brethren  to 
the  consideration  of  these  views,  and  to  the  observation  of  sim- 
ilar cases. 
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Bi  t.  Q.  THOUAa.  U.D.,  SiVjiHVjiH,  Gl. 
4  CASE  OF  SVPHILITIC  FEVER. 

AVas  sumuioaed  12tli  May  to  a  hotel,  to  see  Mr.  L.,  who  had 
just  landed  off  steamship  from  New  York;  bad  been  three  days 
iiud  a  half  on  water.  He  gave  me  the  following  history  of  his 
case:    The  preceding  March  21th  discovered  a  alight  pimple  on 

the  glans  and  frjenum  of  the  penis,  and  being  in  B ,  Soath 

<;arolina,  called  upon  a  well-known  physician,  who  pronounced 
it  "simply  nothicg,"  "not  even  a  chancroid."     Might  have  said 

it  was  herpes,     April  3d,  being  in  D ,  North  Carolina,  and 

the  sore  stili  unhealed,  called  on  Dr.  S.,  who,  after  examination, 
pronounced  it  "  chancre."  It  was  then  a  small  ulcer,  principally 
upon  frienum,  Dr.  y.,  regarding  it  as  syphilis,  proposed  to  treat 
it  as  such;  but  Mr.  L.,  being  in  doubt,  and  believing  that  it  had 
been  increased  by  traveling,  and  haviug  business  in  another  city 
of  North  Carolina,  after  allowing  the  doctor  to  cauterize  it  once, 

went  on  to  F ,  where  he  saw  Dr.  A.,  April  5th.     There  were 

now  four  distinct  ulcers,  two  on  the  glans  and  two  on  the  pre- 
puce and  (rreuuui.  The  latter  doctor  said  it  was  "  not  chancre," 
" possibly  chancroid,"  "more  likely  a  mere  local  sore."  From 
here  Mr.  L.'a  business  called  him  to  Philadelphia,  where  be  con- 
sulted Dr.  II.  By  this  time  the  sores  were  nearly  healed,  but 
both  groins  were  considerably  swollen.  On  the  tirst  examination 
Dr.  B.  pronounced  it  chancre,  but  when  he  told  him  that  he  was 
liable  to  swollen  glans,  he  changed  his  opinion,  and  said  it  was 
chancroid.  The  glands  continued  to  swell  for  several  days,  and 
were  very  much  aggravated  by  a  trip  to  New  York,  where  urgent 
business  called  him,  and  where  he  wont  against  the  advice  of  the 
physician.  On  his  return,  walking  was  very  painful,  the  groins 
very  much  swollen,  and  he  had  a  slight  fever.  Dr.  B.  treated 
the  buboes  with  compressed  sponge,  bandages  and  hot  water. 
There  was  no  suppuration.  Had  slight  fever,  off  and  on,  up  to 
the  8th  May,  when  he  left  Philadelphia  for  New  York,  to  sail  for 
Savannah.  Glandular  swelling  entirely  gone  down,  though  some 
soreness  on  motion.  Left  on  steamship  afternoon  of  8th,  and 
being  a  good  deal  ou  deck,  and  a  raw  northeaster  prevailing, 
thinks  he  caught  cold.  Fever  came  ou  decidedly  on  the  10th, 
■with  sore  threat.  ^  nucdtGoOQlc 
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This  iB  almost  the  verbatim  account  that  he  gave  me  on  m; 
first  visit.  When  I  firat  aaw  him  he  had  decided  fever,  the  ther- 
mometer indicating  10'2f ;  pulse  fuU  aud  strong  at  100;  do  congh, 
throat  very  much  inflamed  and  having  the  appearance  of  a  severe 
catarrh.  Bowels  regular,  urine  highly  colored.  '  In  the  course  of 
the  examination  I  casually  asked  if  he  was  now  entirely  satisfied 
that  his  case  had  not  been  syphilis,  and  he  answered  promptly, 
"  perfectly  so."  After  examination  of  lungs,  heart,  etc.,  and  find- 
ing nothing  in  the  various  organs  to  account  for  the  fever,  pre- 
scribed quinia  thirty  grains,  in  five-grain  doses  every  two  hooray 
eeidlitz  powder  to  open  the  bowels,  and  choral  if  he  could  not 
sleep. 

Saw  him  again  on  the  morning  of  13th,  and  found  the  temp- 
erature had  gone  down  to  lOlj,  and  decidedly  nervous,  reatless 
and  depressed.  His  depressioQ,  he  said,  was  owing  to  my  ques- 
tion the  previous  day,  whether  his  mind  was  at  rest  about  the 
syphilis.  His  throat  continued  to  grow  worse  until  fae  was  una- 
ble to  swallow  anything  except  equal  partfi  of  strong  black  tea 
and  cream,  or  a  little  thin  sago  and  milk.  From  this  time  for 
four  or  five  weeks  his  temperature  ran  from  101  to  104;  not  often 
getting  as  low  as  the  former  and  very  frequently  going  as  high 
as  the  latter  in  the  evenings.  He  was,  of  course,  losing  strength 
all  the  time,  and  his  mind  often  wandered  during  the  height  of 
the  fever.  The  case  aauoyed  me  much  to  know  exactly  what  to 
call  it.  It  was  not  typhoid,  for,  except  the  fever,  which  was  mere 
remittent,  there  was  not  a  typhoid  symptom.  Quinine  would 
lower  the  temperature,  as  it  does  in  all  febrile  exacerbations, 
but  it  would  not  arrest  it,  and  in  a  day  or  so  it  would  be  as 
high  as  ever.  Many  thorough  physical  examinations  satisfied 
me  that  there  were  no  oi^ns  involved  suflSciently  to  account  for 
this  high  grade  of  fever;  and  previous  to  this  I  had  never  seen 
so  high  and  persistent  a  fever  from  syphilis. 

On  4th  June  I  asked  I>r.  Harriss  to  see  the  case  with  me,  and 
think  he  was  as  much  puzzled  as  Z  had  been  to  account  for  the 
fever, 

June  16th,  severe  pains  in  limbs,  particularly  at  night.  His 
throat  still  quite  aore,  though  better  than  it  had  been,  from  re- 
peated applications  of  solution  nitrate  silver,  carbolic  acid  and 
glycerine,  solution  permanganate  potass,  etc. 

18th  Jane,  temperature  102^  in  the  early  morning,  and  in  the 
evening  it  was  104.   It  continued  at  this  high  rate  for  three  days, 
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and  we  felt  that  Bomething  must  be  done,  or  else  onr  patient 
would  aueoumb.  It  was  agreed  that  we  should  try  to  reduce  the 
fever  by  oold  water.  The  patient  readily  consented,  for  be  said 
the  fever  was  absolntely  burning  him  up.  An  ordinary  bath-tub 
was  obtained,  long  enough  to  submerge  the  entire  person  up  to 
the  neck,  and  placing  it  by  the  bedside,  we  bad  it  filled  with  hy- 
drant water,  temperature  80.  Took  temperature  of  patient  just 
as  he  went  into  the  bath,  and  it  was  101.  Had  a  thermometer 
placed  in  his  mouth,  and  watched  it  for  half  an  hour  with  very 
httle  reduction.  Sent  off  for  fifty  pounds  of  ice,  and  ordered  five 
pounds  at  a  time  to  be  put  into  the  water,  and  to  watcb  the  ther- 
mometer. All  of  this  and  twenty-five  pounds  more  were  con- 
sumed before  the  heat  began  to  yield;  when  quite  rapidly  it  fell 
down  to  97.  It  fell,  however,  two  degrees  in  the  time  consumed 
in  taking  Mm  out  and  getting  him  snugly  wrapped  in  a  blanket 
in  bed.  He  had  s  slight  rigor  after  be  was  put  to  bed;  bat  in 
one  hour  be  said  he  bad  not  felt  so  well  in  weeks.  His  temper- 
atore  did  not  go  above  99  daring  the  night.  Next  day  by  eleven 
o'clock  his  temperature  was  100,  and  he  ordered  himself  the  bath 
to  be  prepared.  About  3  p.u.,  when  it  bad  gone  up  to  102J,  I 
allowed  him  to  get  into  it  again.  This  time  thirty  minutes  suf- 
ficed to  reduce  the  heat  to  98,  and  he  bad  no  rigor.  After  this 
he  was  able  with  our  hydrant  water  at  80  to  take  his  fever  ofi 
when  ever  be  chose. 

July  let;  A  few  pimples  began  to  appear  on  his  face,  neck  and 
arms,  and  in  three  or  four  days  he  had  a  blooming  case  of  ^ph- 
ilitic  eruption,  both  papular  and  pustular,  and  a  goodly  number 
of  sores  about  bie  penis,  wbieb,  however,  had  appeared  a  week 
previously. 

Baumler,  in  his  article  on  syphilis,  in  Zeimssen's  CycIopEedia 
of  Practice,  vol.  iii.,  page  126,  says  "that  the  syphilitic  fever 
commences  most  commonly  between  fifty  and  siity-five  days 
from  the  period  of  infection;  the  period  may  also  be  deferred  to 
the  ninetieth  day."  He  says,  also,  "the  fever  may  consist  of  a 
sudden,  marked  elevation  of  temperature,  occurring  but  onoe, 
or  it  may  continue  for  days,  during  which  time  tbe  temperature 
may  reach  nearly  101,  and  then  fall  rapidly  again.  This  reces- 
sion of  fever  is  only  temporary,  however,  and  merges  into  remit- 
tent fever  of  moderate  grade,  which  may  last  for  weeks."  He 
says  also  that  as  in  other  infectious  diseases,  the  fever  precedes 
the  eruption,  and  that  it  runs  in  a  lower  grade  or  entirely  disap- 
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pears  after  the  ernptioD  appears."    He  intimatea  that  the  fever 
has  becQ  mistaketi  for  remittent  aa  well  as  for  tjpbne. 

There  appears  to  be  two  or  three  striking  peculiarities  abont 
this  case  which  prompted  its  publication. 

Firstly.  The  ver;  high  grade  of  fever,  which  reacheil  a  tem- 
perature of  101  on  more  than  one  day,  and  ita  very  obstinate 
and  pursistcnt  type,  giving  evidence  unless  arrested  it  would 
soon  put  an  end  to  the  life  of  the  patient 

Secondly.  The  very  great  benefit  he  received  under  the  reduc- 
tive treatment  of  cold  water;  also  the  absolutely  wed  bath  that  it 
required  at  first  to  reduce  the  temperature,  and  the  entire  con- 
trol that  he  had  over  it  afterwards  with  a  very  moderate  bath. 

Thirdly.  The  eruption  did  not  begin  to  appear  until  nine 
days  after  the  use  of  the  bath  was  begun,  and  therefore  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  eruption  had  nothing  to  do,  as  is  claimed  br 
others,  with  the  decUne  of  the  fever. 

Fourthly.  The  uncertainty  which  there  seemed  to  be  about 
the  primary  sores.  I  am  inclined,  as  far  aa  my  knowledge  goes, 
to  be  a  believer  in  the  duahty  doctrine,  but  am  under  the  bcUef 
also  that  great  injury  has  befallen  more  than  one  case  where 
good  physicians  have  seemingly  been  over  confident  that  they 
had  a  "chancroid"  to  deal  with,  and  assured  their  patients  that 
there  was  no  necessity  for  either  anxiety  or  coustitutlonal  treat- 
ment. More  than  one  snch  case  has  fallen  under  my  cnre  that 
have  had  such  assurances  given  them,  and  where  they  have  been 
entirely  lulled  into  doing  nothing  until  five  or  six  weeks  had 
elapsed,  and  their  hair  began  to  drop,  and  other  indications  of 
secondary  trouble  began  to  appear.  This  certainly  is  unfortu- 
nate. These  mistakes,  too,  are  not  confined  to  the  mediocre 
men  in  the  profession,  or  else  we  might  attribute  it  to  ignorance, 
(and  I  am  not  fully  prepared  to  say  that  it  was  not  ignorance  of 
what  they  ought  to  have  known  in  some  of  the  cases);  but  it 
seems  that  there  is  yet  great  doubt  hanging  over  these  primary 
sores,  which  we  are  either  careless  in  giving  onr  opinions  upon, 
or  else  there  are  sores  which  will  perplex  the  best  observers. 
My  own  impression  is  that  the  latter  is  the  true  interpretation 
to  put  upon  such  facts. 

My  case  as  it  stands  now  is  a  well  developed  case  of  second- 
ary syphilis. 
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Oa  the  15tL  of  May  I  was  called  to  ttee  Willie  Spencer,  a 
child  of  seven  years  of  age,  with  what  was  supposed  to  be  a 
"boil  on  the  side."  I  found  a  large  abscess  outnide  of  the  ribs, 
on  the  right  lower  edge  of  the  right  bypocondrium.  CarefuJ 
examination  satisfied  me  that  it  was  external  to  the  ribs.  T 
opened  it  and  it  discharged  a  couple  of  gills  of  landahle  pus. 
Ae  he  had  given  an  account  of  a  "  fall  against  the  fence,"  striking 
his  right  side,  I  was  carefid  to  examine  after  the  discharge  of  the 
pus  whether  the  I'ibs  were  injured,  and  whether  there  was  any 
connection  internally  with  the  abscess,  but  found  neither.  The 
place  healed,  and  to  all  iippearunces  the  boy  recovered  at  once. 
In  two  or  three  weeks  I  was  sent  for  to  sue  him  again,  suffer- 
ing from  constant  fevers.  There  was  slight  fever,  with  dry  skin, 
■quick  pulse,  temperature  lOlJ.  On  percussion,  found  decided 
tenderness  over  left  lobe  of  the  liver,  several  inches  to  the  left  of 
the  previous  cut,  which  had  entirely  healed,  leaving  only  a  little 
jiiscolored  blotch,  with  eschar.  Diagnosis— inflammation  of  left 
lobe  of  the  liver.  Next  day  fever  as  day  before,  with  increased 
tenderness  around  in  the  arch  under  the  ensiform  cartilage. 
There  was  a  decided  doughy  feeling  about  the  region.  These 
symptoms  satisfying  me  that  there  would  be  a  formation  of  pus 
underneath,  I  decided  to  wait  six  or  seven  days  to  be  sure  of  the 
pus  formation,  and  puncture  with  aspirator. 

On  the  eighth  day,  being  convinced  from  the  increase  of  all 
the  foregoing  symptoms,  with  the  kindly  assistance  of  Drs.  Har- 
riss  and  Duncan,  using  the  latter's  instrument,  I  pushed  the 
second  sized  trocar  of  Dieulafoy'a  aspirator  three  inches  into  the 
central  part  of  the  swelling,  just  two  inches  and  a  half  under  the 
«nBiform  cartilage,  and  after  freeing  the  end  of  the  trocar  we 
turned  the  stop-cocb,  when  a  gill  of  pus  spirted  into  the  receiver. 
In  a  week's  time  the  little  fellow  was  playing  about  the  fioor,  aud 
had  no  fever  from  the  date  of  operation. 

This  case,  as  I  conceive,  has  two  points  of  interest  to  physi- 
cians. The  first  is  the  diagnosis;  the  second  is  the  value  of  this 
instroment,  but  for  which  I  doubt  if  this  child's  life  could  have 
been  saved. 

Note. — The  treatment  above  spoken  of  for  the  cure  of  syph- 
ilito  fever,  I  have  been  pursuing  very  considerably  in  other 
ionuB  of  fever,  and  am  much  pleased  with  it.     We  have  hod 
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this  sammer  considerable  bowel  trouble  amongst  children;  some 
cases  going  aa  far  as  cholera  infaotam.  In  most  of  the  cases  I 
found  a  temperature  of  1U2,  and  from  this  a  few  going  ae  high 
as  105.  There  is  great  restlessness,  and  often  nothing  stays  on 
the  stomach.  Such  cases  as  the  latter  particularly  I  put  into  a 
bath  of  about  90  or  93,  and  then  gradually  reduce  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  water  to  80  or  85;  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  on 
the  first  introduction  the  child's  temperature  will  fall  to  98  and 
even  a  little  below  in  twenty  or  thirty  minutes,  and,  taking  it 
out,  pat  it  to  bed,  and  it  will  drop  into  a  long  sleep,  and  wak& 
up  refreshed. 

This  I  do  daily,  and  have  been  doing  it  the  whole  of  this 
summer.  There  is,  as  I  know,  nothing  very  novel  in  this  treat- 
ment, but  I  do  not  know  of  its  being  very  generally  followed  iu 
the  South;  in  fact,  I  know  it  is  not  followed  very  generally.  If 
the  temperature  rises,  which  will  most  commonly  be  the  case  m 
a  few  hours,  put  it  back  in  the  bath,  and  go  through  the  process- 
again;  and  I  know  of  nothing  that  will  keep  the  little  patient 
with  hot  fever  so  comfortable  and  that  will  so  aid  us  in  bringing 
it  safely  through  to  health  as  this  simple  means. 


CHLOROFOBM  IN  0B3TETBI0AL  FBAOTIOE, 

Bt  DANIEL  BABRV,  M,D.,  FUTWOOM.  Tewume, 

Editors  Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgiccd  Journal : 

In  yout  July  number,  1S75, 1  notice  a  discussion  had  by  the- 
members  of  the  Atlanta  Academy  of  Medicine,  some  in  favor  of 
and  some  against  the  use  of  autestbetics  in  obstetrical  cases. 

Considering  it  the  duty  of  every  practitioner  to  record  hia 
views  and  experience  on  subjects  of  importance,  I  hove  decided 
to  venture  an  article  for  your  Journal. 

In  surgical  practice,  I  have  for  a  good  many  years  been  in 
tbe  habit  of  using  as  an  anceethetic  an  article  which  I  call  chloric 
etber,  consisting  of  a  misture  one-quarter  chloroform  aud  three- 
quarters  ether,  with  perfect  satisfaction.  Pure  or  unmixed  chlo- 
roform I  never  use  if  I  can  help  it,  as  I  regard  it  as  extremely 
dangerous.  I  took  a  big  scare  at  chloroform  (used  alone)  in  the 
outset  of  my  professional  career,  and  have  never  regained  suffi- 
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■cient  confidence  in  it  to  use  it  alone,  excepting  with  snch  extreme 
•caution  as  to  amount  to  timidity.  But  I  consider  the  combina- 
tion given  above  as  almost  entirely  free  from  danger  in  any 
quantity  necessary  to  produce  the  desired  result,  and  as  more 
certain  and  rapid  in  its  actio  a  than  ether  alone. 

In  obstetrical  practice,  however,  I  am  opposed  to  the  use  of 
fiDEeethetics  in  tofo,  unless  in  cases  where  it  becomes  necessary  to 
perform  some  painful  or  dangerous  operation  or  manipulation. 
Parturition  I  look  upon  as  a  natural  process,  and  the  pains  of 
labor  as  natural  pains,  and  am  opposed  to  interference  by  the 
p.ccoucbeur  iu  any  manner,  under  ordinary  circumstances. 

For  hundreds  of  years  before  the  discovery  of  aQfesthetic 
agents,  women  bore  the  pains  of  labor,  and  no  worse  results  (if, 
indeed,  as  bad  results)  followed  than  since  their  introduction 
into  use  in  these  cases.  I  can  think  of  but  two  reasons  which 
prompt  the  medical  man  to  use  agents  of  this  class  in  midwifery 
cases.  One  of  these  is  a  dread  of  hearing  the  cries  and  com- 
plaints of  the  woman  in  travail,  and  the  other  to  be  in  the  /os/i- 
ton,  to  humor  the  whims  of  ladies  who  are  too  delicate,  i.e.,  too 
aristocratic  and  fashionable,  to  do  as  their  mothers  did,  and 
bear  the  pains  of  maternity  with  the  greatest  degree  of  for- 
titude of  which  they  are  capable.  Seriously,  I  think  that  the 
woman  who  will  risk  the  dangers  of  inhaling  chloroform  under 
the  circumstances,  after  these  dangers  are  fully  explained  to  her 
by  her  medical  attendant,  is  criminaUy  foolish,  to  say  the  least 
of  it;  and  the  man  who  by  authority  writes  M.D.  after  bis  name, 
who  will  administer  any  agent  of  this  class  to  a  parturient  woman 
without  fully  and  fairly  explaining  all  the  danger  from  every 
source  which  attends  its  administration  ia  such  cases,  should  be 
iadict«d  for  malpractice  if  any  bad  consequences  follow.  Any 
practitioner  may  allow  himself  to  be  persuaded  to  do  what  his 
judgment  does  not  approve;  but  when  he  does  yield  to  argent 
entreaty  under  such  circumstances,  it  should  always  be  alter  a 
full  and  fair  explanatioo  of  the  danger,  and  then  under  protest. 
I  am  no  alarmist,  and  I  am  a  strong  believer  in  scientific  pro- 
cess but  this  looks  to  me  tike  a  step  in  progress  in  the  wrong 
.direction. 

The  pains  of  the  parturient  effort  I  will  admit  are  sometimes 
iterrible,  bat  I  Have  yet  to  learn  that  they  ever  kill.'  They  are 
jiatural  to  the  reproductive  efibrt,  and  subside  naturally  when 
vthis  effort  is  over.     They  are  in  some  degree  necessary,  to  old 
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fogies  like  your  preBent  correspondent,  as  indicating  very  often 
the  advancement  of  the  labor.  For  all  these  reasons  I  think  it 
right  to  let  well  enongh  alone.  Let  natore  have  her  way,  iialess- 
some  malposition  of  the  child,  or  some  other  canee,  calls  for  the 
intervention  of  the  accouchear,  and  then  if  it  be  neceesary  to- 
perform  some  extremel;  painful  or  dangerous  manipulation  or 
operation,  let  the  whole  matter  be  fully  explained  to  the  patient 
and  friendB;  and  by  all  means  save  the  patient  from  as  much 
artificial  pain  as  possible.  The  danger  from  the  nse  of  chloro- 
form in  these  cases  consists,  I  think,  in  the  largely  increased 
probability  of  poet  partnm  hemorrhage.  I  have  not,  in  a  perio<¥ 
of  twenty-five  years,  and  with  no  inconsiderable  number  of  mid- 
wifery cases,  had  bnt  fonr  dangerons  fioodings  to  combat. 

Of  these  one  was  from  complete  inversion  of  the  nteras,  an<} 
the  other  three  were  in  patients  to  whom  I  had  administered' 
chloric  ether;  and  I  will  remark  just  here  that  these  three  cases- 
cured  me  of  any  desire  to  be  a  fashionable  doctor.  I  am  con- 
tent to  be  considered  "  almost  a  heathen,"  and  not  nin  any  more 
risk  in  any  snch  cases. 

Besides  this  omnipresent  danger,  great  inconvenience  resalts 
from  the  use  of  these  agents,  by  the  suspension  of  the  action  of 
the  muscles  of  voluntary  motion.  That  suspension  of  this  action 
is  inevitable  when  the  aniesthetic  is  poshed  to  the  point  of  re- 
lieving the  patient  of  pain,  I  presume  no  one  will  deny;  and  less 
than  that  point  is  not  only  useless  but  absolutely  nonsensical. 

Nervous  and  muscular  prostration,  in  some  degree,  as  surely 
follows  ancesthesia  as  night  follows  day;  hence  the  danger  of 
post  partum  hemorrhage  from  the  loss  of  contractile  power  in 
the  various  muscular  fibres  of  the  parts  concerned  in  the  process, 
of  delivery,  and  the  mouths  of  the  uterine  sinuses  are  left  ex- 
posed and  relaxed,  liable  to  give  exit  to  blood  in  dangerous,  if 
not  fatal,  quantity. 

These  are  my  reasons,  hastily  and  imperfectly  given,  for  being 
"almost  a  heathen." 


The  Monastery  op  Altenbero  have  advertised  for  a  resident 
physician,  who  is  to  receive,  besides  his  board  and  lodging,  a- 
salary  of  about  $100  per  annum.  For  this  munificent  salary  he- 
is  not  only  to  give  his  professional  services  to  the  sick  in  the- 
monastery,  but  will  be  expected  to  take  charge  of  the  hair  and 
beards  of  the  holy  brethren. — Medical  Record.        rinii-.-ni.  OoOqIc 
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A  Review  of  the  Treatment  of  the  PmracffAi,  Diseases  at  the 
Obbhan  Hospital,  Philadelphia. — By  Arthur  Williams,  M.D.,  for- 
merly Resident  Physician. — This  institation,  thoagh  of  recent 
origin,  bids  fair  to  hold  a  prominent  position  among  American 
hospitals.  Many  of  its  dster  ioBtitations  can  boast  of  greater 
wealth  and  capacity  of  accommodation,  yet  few  can  claim  greater 
rapidity  in  general  advances  and  improvement  Its  varioaa  wards 
have  been,  from  the  first,  well  patronized,  and  embrace  among 
their  records  the  greater  number  of  diseases  common  to  this 
continent. 

Patients  snfTering  from  the  following  diseases  have  been 
eqnally  selected  from  each  member  of  the  medical  staff,  thus 
enabling  iis  to  give  a  review  of  the  treatment  adopted  in  each 
class  of  diseases. 

PLEUBITia. 

Moat  of  the  cases  of  simple  acate  pleurisy  were  treated  b^  h 
blister  to  the  side  or  sides  affected,  during  the  primary  stage, 
combined  with  some  anodyne,  generally  compound  powder  of 
ipecac.  Where  the  acute  symptoms  had  subsided,  and  the  effused 
fluid  was  bdng  very  slowly  absorbed,  a  series  of  blisters  were 
commonly  applied  over  the  accumulation.  Any  debility  that 
accompanied  or  followed  the  disease  was  connteracted  by  tonics, 
metallic  and  vegetable,  with  an  ample  and  nutritious  diet,  aided 
by  other  hygienic  influences.  If  to  maintain  a  normal  healthy 
condition  of  the  bowels  purgatives  were  required,  they  were  used. 

There  were  no  cases  of  empyema  admitted  during  oar  resi- 
dence at  the  hospital,  nor  do  the  records  furnish  many.  The 
course  of  treatment  parsued  was  to  sustain  the  patient  by  tonics, 
stimuli,  and  hygienic  inflnences  best  adapted  to  individual  cases. 
In  no  instance  was  an  operation  performed  upon  the  chest. 

BRONCHITIS — ACUTE  AMD  CHBONtC. 

In  acute  cases  of  a  mild  type,  the  patients  were  allowed  the 
freedom  of  the  ward,  and  nenaliy  placed  apon  some  mild  diapho- 
retic expectorant;  for  example, 
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R. — Spirit  Athene  Nitroai,     ....        A.Z\aa. 
Liq.  Potassie  Citratis,         .        .  .    fl.lj. 

Syrop  Ipecacuanhee,        ....        fl.^j. 
Ft  8oL 
Sig. — A  teaspoonfu!  every  two  hours. 

Daring  the  second  stage,  should  the  congh  still  remain  and 
become  harassing,  with  profuse  expectoration,  a  more  stimulat- 
ing expectorant  was  used,  consisting  of  syrup  of  squill  and  senega 
with  a  little  sulphate  of  morphia  or  hydrocyanic  acid.  If  there 
was  debility,  the  patient  was  given  some  mild  touic,  with  a  small 
quantity  of  wine,  or  one  of  the  malt  liquors,  at  meala 

Chronic  bronchitis  was  variously  treated  by  inhalations  aud 
agents  adapted  to  the  general  system;  those  of  the  latter  class 
embracing  chlorate  of  potassa,  muriate  of  ammonia,  iodide  of  • 
potassium,  and  bromide  of  potassium  and  ammonium.  In  some 
of  the  cases  one  or  more  of  the  articles  were  used  for  a  long  time, 
in  others  variously  interchanged,  producing  sometimes  marked 
improvement,  but  again  no  perceptible  benefit.  The  inhalations 
consisted  of  simple  watery  vapor,  or  this  variously  medicated. 
The  following  embrace  those  formultc  more  commonly  used: 

ft.— Tinct.  Conii, 

Tinct.  Hyhscyami,        .        .        .        .    aa.  fl.3j. 

Potassie  Chluratis,  .        .        .        3j. 

Aqute, S.5iv. 

Ft  sol. 
Sig. — Use  as  an  inhalation,  t«r  die. 

ft. — Tinct  Opii  Camphoratee,  .        .        fl.3ij. 

Acidi  Gallici, gr-xvj. 

AqusB, fl.^iv. 

Ft  soL 
tjig. — Use  as  an  inhalation,  ter  die. 

A. — Liq.  Potassse  arsenitis,         .        .        .    gttxxxij. 
Tr.  Hyoscyami,  ....         fl.Sj. 

Aqute, fl-Siv. 

Ftaol. 
Sig. — tfse  SB  an  inhalation,  ter  die. 

It  the  patient  became  weak  and  debilitated,  tonics  and  a  lib- 
eral diet  were  immediately  ordered. 
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PSEDUONITia. 

All  cnsee  of  asthenic  trpe,  when  brought  into  the  hospital,  if 
in  the  first  stage,  and  attended  bj  seTere  pain,  wei'e  given  a  full 
dose  of  opium,  or  some  of  its  preparations.  If  a  blister  was 
deemed  reqnisite,  which  was  not  often  the  case,  it  likewise  was 
at  once  applied,  extending  over  a  great  portion  of  the  area  of  the 
diseased  lung.  In  one  case,  that  of  a  strong  and  vigorous  youth, 
sixteen  years  old,  with  pneumonia  of  the  lower  lobe  of  the  left 
lung,  instead  of  the  opiate  and  blister,  or  expectant  plaus,  being 
followed,  the  ice  treatment,  as  recommended  by  Niemeyer,  was 
tried.  A  largo  bag  of  ice  was  applied  over  tlie  diseased  lung, 
and  allowed  to  remain  for  three  hours;  this  acted  most  kindly, 
removing  all  paiu  and  dyspnoea  at  once.  The  ice  was  reapplied 
on  the  two  following  days,  about  the  same  hour,  and  for  nearly 
the  same  length  of  time,  after  which  the  pulse  resumed  its  nor- 
mal character,  and  the  pain  and  dyspnoea  did  not  return.  The 
case  rapidly  convalesced,  and  required  no  other  treatment  than  a 
small  quantity  of  wine  and  a  little  tincture  of  the  acetate  of  iron, 
to  remove  some  slight  debility  and  increase  the  appetite. 

In  no  case  was  blood  drawn,  either  generally  or  locally.  If 
the  patient  required  depletion,  purgatives  were  relied  upon,  in 
preference  to  blood-letting.  For  high  febrile  action,  large  doses 
of  sulphate  of  quinia,  aud  digitalis  in  some  form,  were  used.  The 
latter  article  often  in  the  shape  of  the  following  recipe: 

ft, — Liq.  Ammonite  Acetatis,  .        .  fl-3J- 

Spt.  .Stheria  Nitrosi,  .        .        .  fl.^ss. 

Tinct  Digitalis,         ....  fi.3j. 

AquEe, fl.Siss. 

Ft.  sol. 
Sig. — A  teaspoonfnl  every  two  hours. 

Numerous  cough  mixtures  were  used  to  palliate  the  cough 
-when  it  became  painful  and  harassing.  During  convalescence,  if 
the  patient  became  debilitated,  some  mild  ferruginous  or  vegeta- 
ble tonic  wan  used,  combined  with  a  liberal  and  nutritious  diet. 

Asthenia  cases  were  pat  on  a  stimulating  treatment  from  the 
first,  embracing  tonics,  vegetable  and  mineral,  with  a  nutritious, 
stimulating  diet,  and  if  requisite,  alcoholic  stimulants  in  some 
form.  A  common  practice  was  to  envelop  the  whole  chest  of  the 
patient  in  a  flaxseed  poultice,  and  cover  it  with  oiled  siUc.   Theee 
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patients  were  sometimes  blistered,  bat  never  when  the  systieni 
was  in  a  very  low  condition.  If  the  patient  became  very  much 
depressed,  in  addition  to  the  alcoholic  stimolants,  carbonate  of 
ammonia  was  naed  by  the  mouth,  and  in  combination  with  oil  of 
turpentine  by  enema;  every  endeavor  being  made  to  sustain  th& 
system  until  nature  rallied  sufficiently  to  carry  on  its  lital  func- 
tions. 

PHTHISIS  PULUONAUB. 

Patients  suffering  from  this  disease,  regardless  of  ii«  special 
nature,  were  placed  under  treatment  and  influences  calculated  to 
increase  the  general  tone  and  vigor  of  the  system.  Their  diet 
was  of  the  most  nutritious  character,  liberal  in  amount,  and  if 
the  patient  was  very  much  enfeebled,  it  was  given  at  short  inter- 
vals, combined  with  a  small  quantity  of  some  alcoholic  drink. 
The  malt  liquors  were  generally  preferred,  provided  they  did  not 
produce  digestive  derangements.  Should  this  be  the  case,  then 
some  of  the  lighter  wines  were  resorted  to,  and  even  the  stronger 
combined,  or  in  alternation  with  whisky. 

One  of  the  medical  staff  placed  all  the  phthisical  patients  on 
raw  beef,  minced  and  seasoned  to  suit  the  individual's  taste. 
Eacli  patient  received  four  ounces  of  this  for  dinner  and  supper, 
additional  to  the  general  diet  of  vegetables  and  bread,  and  while 
eating  was  directed  to  drink  two  drachms  of  diluted  alcohol,  as- 
prepared  in  the  following  formula: 

R.— Alcohol  DUut,  fl.3ii. 

Syrup  A.urantii  Corticis,        ....    fl.jj. 

AquiB, fl-jij. 

Ft.  sol. 
Sig- — To  be  drank  during  one  meal,  while  eating. 

Cod-liver  oil  was  used  only  in  those  cases  where  it  was  di- 
gested and  assimilated.  Iron,  quinia,  and  the  simple  vegetable 
bitters  were  used  in  various  combinations  in  nearly  every  case. 
Where  there  was  an  abnormally  high  temperature,  with  a  rapid 
palse,  quinia,  in  large  doses,  either  alone  or  combined  with  digi- 
talis, was  resorted  to,  and  generally  with  the  gratifying  result  of 
a  return  to  the  normal  healthy  condition.  Whenever  the  cough 
became  annoying,  various  cough  mixtures  were  used  to  alleviate 
it;  also  inhalations  of  anodyne  substances;  for  example,  tincture 
of  opium,  simple  and  camphorated,  or  tincture  of  conium  and, 
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hyoacyamtia.  To  check  the  alight  heemoptyeis  incident  to  the 
course  of  this- disease,  reliaDce  was  chiefly  placed  upon  inhalation 
of  gallic  acid;  shonld  this  not  prove  sufficient,  it  was  then  ad- 
ministered by  the  month.  Other  astringents,  such  as  ergot, 
tannic  acid,  and  acetate  of  lead,  were  ased  in  large  doses  for  the 
same  purpose. 

DIGESTIVE  ORGANS. 

O&STBO-EHTEBITIS. 

To  restrain  the  vomiting,  which  was  often  persistent,  the  pa- 
tient was  placed  at  rest  in  the  recumbent  poetnre,  and  given 
email  fragments  of  ice,  and  directed  to  swallow  them  nndisBolved. 
If  this  did  not  restrain  it,  other  agents  were  resorted  to,  such  as 
Bubnitrate  of  bismuth  and  tannic  acid,  iu  powder,  camphor  water, 
oxalate  of  cerium,  and  chalk  mixture.  Little  or  no  food  wns- 
allowed  by  the  month,  the  patient  being  sustained  by  nutritious 
enemas.  By  this  means  the  stomach  was  placed  entirely  at  rest, 
and  all  sources  of  irritation  removed.  To  prevent  parging,  from 
the  enteric  complication,  the  patient  was  first  given  a  small  dose 
of  caator  oil,  to  remove  all  feculent  matter  from  the  bowel,  and 
then  a  dose  of  opium,  combined,  or  not,  with  some  astringent 
agent  calculated  to  restrain  their  action.  The  following  formulfe 
were  very  much  used: 

IJ. — Gonfectionis  Opii,        ....        gr.xKxvj. 

Miatune  CretEe, ^-lij- 

Tincture  Kino, fl.3iij.      M. 

Ft.  sol. 
Sig. — A  tablespoon ful  three  times  per  day. 

R. — Aquee  Camphoris,       ....        fl-^ij. 
Morphi»  Acetatis,  ....    gr.ij. 

Acidi  Tannici,     .        . "      .        .        .        gr.x. 
Ft.  sol. 
Sig. — A  teaspoonful  every  two  hours. 

In  several  cases  a  blister  was  applied  over  the  small  intestines; 
in  two  instances  it  produced  a  marked  decrease  of  all  the  symp- 
toms, the  pain  aubsiding  to  a  great  extent,  and  likewise  the  grip- 
ing. 

DTBEKTERY — CHRONIC  AKH  ACUTE. 

In  acute  sporadic  dysentery,  the  patient  was  pat  at  rest  in 
bed,  and  given  some  mild  purgative,  either  castor  oil  or  one  of 
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the  salines.  After  the  bowels  had  been  evacuated,  a  fall  dose  of 
some  opiate  preparation  was  given,  to  restrain  the  evacnations, 
i-elieve  the  tenesmug,  and  proonre  rest.  If  this  did  not  suffice, 
the  saline  was  repeated  and  another  dose  of  opium  given.  If 
the  patient  desired  it,  small  fragments  of  ice  were  allowed  him, 
at  liberty.  Injections  of  cold  water  into  the  rectum,  though  at 
first  painful,  in  a  short  time  afforded  great  relief,  decreasing  the 
namber  of  evacnations,  and  to  a  large  degree  removing  the  tenes- 
mus. If  after  checking  the  dysentery  there  remained  any  de- 
bility, it  was  removed  by  tonics,  healthy  exercise,  and  a  good 
diet.  Those  patients  suffering  from  a  chronic  form  of  dysentery 
were  generally  much  debilitated  when  they  came  under  observa- 
tion, and  consequently  required  a  sustaining  treatment  The; 
received  a  liqaid  but  very  nutritious  diet,  and  tonics,  if  they  were 
required.  For  the  local  disease  of  the  bowel,  various  agents  and 
methods  wero  resorted  to.  A  pill  of  opium  and  nitrate  of  silver, 
-containing  a  quarter  of  ff  grain  of  each,  was  given  in  most  cases, 
for  two  weeks  or  more,  but  we  cannot  recall  a  single  instance 
where  its  use  produced  any  decided  benefit.  A  powder  of  subni- 
trate  of  bismuth  and  pepsin,  containing  ten  grains  of  the  former 
to  five  of  the  latter,  was  often  used,  giving  three  or  four  per 
day,  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  case.  Suppositories 
of  opium  were  used.  They  checked  the  evacuations  for  the  time, 
and  often  for  some  time  after  their  administration.  More  atten- 
tion was  given  to  improvement  of  the  patient's  general  condition 
than  to  local  measures. 

DIARItH(7.&. 

Simple  diarrhoea  was  treated  by  astringents  of  various  char- 
acters. The  most  simple  and  frequently  used  was  chalk  mixture, 
or  this  in  combination  with  confection  of  opium  and  tinctnre 
of  kino  or  krameria.  Subnitrate  of  bismuth  and  tannic  acid  were 
also  used,  the  latter  combined  with  simple  or  camphorated  tinc- 
ture of  opium.  After  the  diarrhoea  was  stopped,  the  diet  was 
regulated  for  some  time,  consisting  mostly  of  bland  and  easily 
digested  articles.  If  any  debility  remained,  tonics  were  given 
until  it  was  removed. 


Patients  with  simple  acute  peritonitis,  as  soon  as  admitted, 
were  put  under  the  influence  of  opium,  9nd  kept  so  untU  the 
Acutfl  symptoms  subsided.    Warm  fomestationa  were  applied  to 
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the  aMomen,  such  ss  warm  tarpentine,  cloths  wrung  from  hot 
water,  and  very  light  ponlticea.  A  liquid  diet  of  tnilk  pnscb, 
beef  tea,  soup,  and  ench  articles  oulj,  wae  allowed.  During 
couraleacence,  if  tonics  or  laxatives  required,  thej  were  used. 

PEBIHEPATITIS. 

These  cases  were  put  to  bed  and  given  eight  or  ten  grains  of 
calomel  at  night,  following  it  in  the  morning  by  a  full  dose  of 
sulphate  of  magnesia,  or  fluid  extract  of  senna  and  rhubarb,  in 
equal  proportions.  If  necessary,  the  doses  of  calomel  and  pur- 
gative were  repeated.  A  blister  was  generally  applied  over  the 
seat  of  inflammation;  if  this  did  not  remove  the  pain,  the  patient 
was  given  opium  or  chloral  at  night,  to  secure  rest.  If  any  other 
symptoms  arose  during  the  attack,  they  received  proper  atten- 
tion. 

No  cases  of  hepatitis  are  mentioned  in  the  records  of  the  hos- 
pital, nor  were  any  present  during  our  residence  there.  Hepatic 
congestion,  however,  occurred  quite  frequently.  This  was  treated 
by  a  mild  coarse  of  purgatives,  into  which  some  mercurial  pre- 
paration entered.  A  mild,  unstimulating  diet  was  directed,  and 
alcohol  in  every  form  positively  prohibited.  If  during  convales- 
cence the  appetite  was  much  impaired,  some  one  of  the  simple 
vegetable  bitters  was  given. 

NEEVODS  SYSTEM. 
CEBEBBO-SPINAL  UENIKQITIS. 

There  are  no  oases  of  simple,  acute  and  tubercular  meningi- 
tis mentioned,  but  several  of  cerebro-spinat  meningitis.  In  the 
latter,  ice  was  applied  to  both  the  bead  and  the  spine,  accompa- 
nied with  full  doses  of  opium,  until  the  acute  symptoms  began 
to  subside,  vrhen  ice  was  discontinued,  and  the  opium  decreased 
in  amount.  In  only  one  case  was  quinia  used  during  the  first 
stage.  For  tbe  debility  which  nearly  always  attended  and  fol- 
lowed the  disease,  iron,  quinia  and  some  of  the  vegetable  bitters, 
variously  combined,  were  used. 

DEURIUU  TBEUENS- 

In  those  cases  of  the  disease  presenting  marked  hallucina- 
tions, and  even  delirium,  the  patient  was  given  large  doses  of  the 
bromides,  twenty  or  thirty  grains,  three  times  per  day.  In  other 
cases  opiates,  subnitrate  of  bismuth  and  small  quantities  of  alco- 
hol, in  some  palatable  form,  were  used,  instead  of  the  bromides. 
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An  infnsion  of  hops  was  used  in  large  doses  and  with  some 
advantage.  UDder  its  use  the  patient  became  calm,  lesa  restless, 
and  inclined  to  sleep.  Aa  a  stimnlaat  to  the  ahmentarj  mucous 
membrane,  pills  of  capsicum,  of  five  or  eight  grains,  and  aro- 
matic sulphuric  acid,  in  doses  of  fifteen  drops,  three  times  per 
,  day,  were  used. 

Where  the  attack  was  dependent  upon  a  severe  and  recent 
debauch,  the  treatment  varied  somewhat  from  the  above.  As 
the  chief  symptom  to  be  counteracted  here  was  cerebral  conges- 
tion, purgatives  and  the  bromides  were  preferable  to  opium. 
The  following  is  a  favorite  purgative  mixture  of  one  of  the  staff: 

U-. — Sodee  et  Potassie  Tartratiw,      .        .        .        3iij. 

Spirit!  ^EtheriH  Nitrosi,        ....     fi3iss. 

Eitracti  Senm  Fluidi, 

Extract!  Rhei  Fluidi,      .        .        .        .    aa  fl.^ij. 

Tincture  Hyoscyami,  ....     fi.jij, 

Aquee  menthse  piperitte,  .        .        .        fi.3tij. 

Ft.  sol. 
Sig. — A  tablespoonful  every  two  Lours. 

The  food  was  chiefly  liquid,  consistiug  of  soups,  milk,  beef 
essence,  etc.  During  convalescence  the  pntient's  general  condi- 
tion was  improved  by  tonics,  and  as  much  good  food  as  he  could 
thoroughly  digest. 

APOPLtJtY. 

An  expectant  plan  of  treatment  was  followed  almost  exclu- 
sively in  this  disease.  In  no  instance  was  blood-letting  employed. 
The  patients  were  usually  brought  into  the  hospital  after  the 
primary  symptoms  were  over  with;  hence  a  resort  to  this  meas- 
ure was  not  called  for.  If  the  action  of  the  bowels  was  impaired, 
purgatives  were  given  at  proper  intervals  to  remove  the  fecal 
matter.  Small  quantities  of  iodide  of  potassium,  compound 
tincture  of  geutaiu.  or  compound  tincture  of  cinchona,  were 
used  as  placebos,  and  the  symptoms  treated  separately  as  they 
arose. 


Epileptic  patients  were  mostly  given  bromides,  in  large  doses 
and  long  continued.  Some  were  placed  upon  the  following  pow- 
der, for  a  long  time  without  intermission: 
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R. — SodiB  Htposalpbis, 3 

Pepsin, 38S. 

Morphise  Sulpliatis gr.J. 

Ft.  puly.,  viij. 
Sig. — One  after  each  meal. 
Others,  again,  were  put  od  a  powder  of  oxide  of  zinc  and 
powdered  belladonna,  two  grains  of  the  former  to  one-quarter 
of  u  grain  of  the  latter;  receiving  one  every  three  hours.  The 
patient's  general  condition  received  proper  attention;  if  debili- 
tated, tonics  were  given — if  constipated,  laxatives. 

Hysterical  patients  were  given  one  of  the  bromides  iu  full 
xiedicinal  dosea;  if  this  did  not  exercise  a  controlling  rnfluence 
over  the  paroxysms,  then  some  of  the  anti-spasmodics,  valerian, 
asiifcetida,  or  compound  spirits  of  ether,  were  tried.  If  the  pa- 
tient was  autemic,  tonics  and  a  liberal  diet  were  t^ven.  All  men- 
strual derangements  were  given  close  attention.  If  the  patient 
suffered  from  snppressio  mensium,  every  effort  was  made  to  es- 
tablish that  function  by  tonics,  stimulating  purgatives,  aloetie  or 
-otherwise,  hot  hip-baths  at  every  revolution  of  the  menstrual 
period,  and  cold  to  the  spine.  The  following  mixtures,  combin- 
ing anti-spasmodic  and  purgative  properties,  well  adapted  to 
constipation  when  occurriug  in  this  disease,  were  used  in  many 
of  the  cases:   . 

R. — Infnsi  YaleriansD fl  jij- 

Tincture  Hyoscyami,  .....     tl.3ij. 
Exti-acti  Sense  Fluidi,      ....        fl.5ij. 

Tincture  Ehei, fl.5ss. 

Ft.  sol. 
Sig. — A  tablespoonful  every  three  hours. 
IJ.. — Ext.  Sennse  Fluidi,  ....        fljas. 

Spt.  Mlh.  Chlorici fl-^ij. 

Liq.  Ammonite  Acetatis,   ....        tl.5j. 

AquiG  Camphorie, fljij. 

Syrupi  Aiiranti  Corticis &.1a%. 

Ft  soL 
Sig. — A  tablespoonful  every  three  hours. 

FETEKS. — TIPBOtD  FEVEH. 

Cases  of  typhoid  fever,  as  soon  as  admitted,  were  put  in  bed 
and  at  complete  rest.     They  were  not  permitted  to  get  up  for 
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any  purpose  whatever.  Their  food  was  liquid  in  character,  an't 
given  in  amall  quantities  and  at  short  intervals.  If  the  patieut'& 
condition  required  it,  alcohol  was  used  moderately  from  the  firBt, 
increasing  the  amount  with  the  advance  of  the  case,  as  there  was 
a  demand  for  it.  Sulphate  of  quioia  was  used  in  most  of  the 
cases,  the  amount  often  reaching  fifteen  and  twenty  grains  per 
day.  The  following  formulie  were  often  used  for  its  administra- 
tion: 

R. — Quinise  Sutphatis,  ....        gr.xvj, 

Acidi  Muriatici, gtt.xvj. 

Sympi  Aurantii  Corticis,  .        fl-^iij. 

Tinctnrse  Gelsaminii,        ....     fl-oij. 
Ft.  sol. 

Sig. — A  tablespoonfnl  every  three  hours. 
H. — Fulvis  Cincbonee,  .        ^j- 

Pulvis  Serpentarife, 3ij. 

Sodte  Blcarbouatis,        ....        fi.^iij. 
Mix  and  filter. 
Sig.— 11.5i,  ter  die. 

After  the  disease  was  somewhat  advanced,  and  ulcers  were- 
forming  or  formed  in  the  bowel,  oil  of  turpentine,  in  doses  of 
ten  or  fifteen  drops,  in  emulsion,  was  given  three  or  four  times 
per  day,  and  continued  into  convalesceuce. 

HAI^RIAL  FEVBB. 

In  mild  cases  the  treatment  consisted  in  administering  sal- 
phate  of  quinia,  in  four  or  five  grain  doses,  until  fifteen  or  twenty 
grains  was  reached,  to  stop  the  paroxysm.  If  this  did  not  prove 
Buccessfnl,  then  the  dose  was  repeated  once  or  twice  more,  until 
the  paroxysm  vk-aa  checked.  Along  with,  or  before  administering 
the  quinia,  five  or  niore  grains  of  blue  mass  were  given  at  night, 
and  followed  in  the  morning  by  some  mild  aperient. 

Where  the  case  was  of  greater  gravity,  the  treatment  varied 
somewhat  from  that  of  the  milder  form.  The  sulphate  of  quinia 
was  used  in  the  same  quantity,  and  repeated  as  often  as  required. 
Likewise,  a  mild  mercurial  purge  preceded  or  followed  the  quinia; 
but  if  there  was  vomiting,  ice  was  given  in  small  fragments,  and 
swallowed  undissolved,  or  the  ice  could  be  combined  with  or 
substituted  by  subnitrate  of  bismuth.  If  there  was  much  head- 
ache, the  patient  had  ice,  or  a  cloth  wrung  out  of  ice  water,  ap- 
plied to  the  head.     After  the  paroxysm  was  stopped,  the  patient 
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was  put  on  a  mixtare  of  iron  and  quinia,  and  kept  under  its 
influence  for  several  weeks,  to  prevent  the  relapse  of  the  disease. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

The  treatment  of  this  dieease  differed  considerably  with  the 
individual  members  of  the  stafll  Internally,  some  gave  diapho- 
retics, such  as  neutral  mixture,  solution  of  acetate  of  ammonia 
and  spirit  of  nitrous  ether;  others,  simply  oil  of  turpentine  in 
emulsion,  if  there  was  suppression  of  the  secretions.  Iron  was 
used  in  nearly  all  the  cases,  chiefly  as  a  tincture  of  the  chloride. 
A  non-official  preparation,  known  as  an  elixir  of  strychnia,  qnina 
and  iron,  was  used  to  some  extent.  If  the  patient  was  consti- 
pated or  had  diorrhcea,  either  an  astringent  or  purgative  was 
given  as  required. 

As  local  dressings,  dry  cotton,  flexible  collodion,  hyposulphite 
of  soda  in  glycerine,  and  tincture  of  iodine  were  used. 

RHEDMATISU. 

Several  methods  of  treatment  were  employed  in  this  disease. 
As  a  local  dressing,  dry  cotton  was  often  used,  or  this  dipped 
in  a  solution  or  sprinkled  with  the  powdered  nitrate  of  potas- 
sium. Likewise,  belladonna  plaster  and  ointment  were  uaed  for 
the  same  purpose,  completely  enveloping  the  joint  with  them. 
Some  preference  was  given,  by  one  of  the  staff,  to  the  following 
liniment,  as  a  local  application  to  the  inflamed  joint 
3-. — Linamenti  Chloroformis. 

Linamenti  Sapouis  Camphorati,  .    safl.^j. 

Tinctune  Aconiti  Radiois,     .        ■        ■        .    fl,3j. 
Ft.  sol. 
Sig. — Use  as  a  liniment 

The  constitutional  treatment  addressed  directly  to  the  disease 
consisted  chiefly  of  the  alkaline  carbonates,  and  bicarbonates  in 
various  combinations,  either  with  or  without  colchicum,  as  em- 
braced in  the  following  formula. 
B-. — Potaaaii  bicarbonatis, 

Sodii  Bicarbonatis,  .        .        .        .     aa  3j. 

Vini  Colcbici  Seminis,         ....    gttxl. 

Aquie Oes. 

Ft.  sol. 

Sig. — A  wineglassful  every  two  hours. 
Vl.  XIIL-So.  a-23.  „,„„„C00^|C 
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The  bromides  were  used,  but  not  very  exteDBivel;.  As  aperi- 
enbs,  Scudamore's  mixtore  and  the  foUovring  recipe  were  con- 
stantly osed: 

R. — Potassii  bromidi 3iij. 

Vini  colchici  Seminis, &.Zy 

Extract!  Sennte  Fluidi,      .        .        .        .        fljiv. 

Aqnte, fl.liij. 

Ft  sol. 

Sig. — A  tablespoonful  every  three  hours. 
Many  of  the  patients  simply  had  thfi  affected  portion  wrapped 
in  dry  cotton,  and  given  a  mild  aperient.  Others,  again,  wbere 
mach  debilitated,  were  given,  additional  to  this,  some  tonic  fer- 
ruginons  mixture,  and  its  use  continued  until  convalescence  was 
well  established. 

BUBNS  A»D  SCALDS. 

In  the  greater  portion  of  these  cases,  equal  parts  of  linseed 
-oil  and  lime-water,  mixed,  was  used  as  local  dressing.  In  some 
few  glycerine  or  mucilage  of  slippery  elm  was  used.  Recently  a 
mixture  of  glycerine,  hyposulphite  of  soda  and  chloroform  has 
been  used  several  times  with  rather  pleasing  results.  The  con- 
stitutional treatment  consisted  in  sustaining  the  patient's  system 
against  collapse,  by  alcoholic  stimulants,  alleviating  pain  by  an- 
odynes, and,  if  any  debility  followed  in  the  latter  stages,  tunics 
and  a  nutritiona  diet. 

ABSCESS ACUTE  ASD  CHBOMIO. 

Acnte  abflcesses  were  poulticed  until  brought  to  a  head,  the 
pus  evacuated,  and  the  remaining  wound  treated  with  a  simple 
water  dressing. 

In  chronic  abscess,  the  patient  wets  given  tonics,  a  small  quan- 
tity of  alcohol,  with  nutritious  food,  and  placed  under  all  influ- 
ences calculated  to  invigorate  the  system.  After  a  considerable 
quantity  of  pus  had  accumulated,  it  was  evacuated,  either  by  the 
aspirator  or  a  free  incision.  If  an  incision  was  made,  a  drainage 
tube  was  put  in  the  sac,  and  the  pas  permitted  to  drain  away  as 
fast  as  formed.  The  cavity  of  the  abscess  was  washed  out  several 
times  per  day  with  either  tepid  water,  a  solution  of  permanganate 
of  potash,  or  a  dilute  solution  of  carbolic  acid. 

SYPHILIS. 

In  primary  syphilis,  if  chancres  were  present,  but  did  not 
present  an  unhealthy  appearance,  tbey  were  simply  treated  by  a 
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lead-water  and  laudanum  lotion.  Should  they  require  alight 
stimulation,  a  solution  of  sulphate  of  zinc  or  copper,  two  or  three 
^ains  to  the  ounce,  was  used.  If  it  was  sloughing  and  disin- 
<!lined  to  put  on  a  healthy  appearance,  or  if  indurated,  the  part 
was  thoroughly  cauterized  by  nitric  acid,  caustic  potash,  or  some 
other  suitable  caustic.  After  tlie  eschar  separated,  the  ulcer  re- 
maiuiug  was  dressed  as  the  preceding,  or  with  black  or  yellow 
■wash. 

The  constitutional  treatment  depended  very  much  upon  the 
condition  of  the  patient.  If  broken  down  and  emaciated,  he 
was  put  on  a  course  of  tonics,  embracing  iron  in  some  form, 
more  commonly  tbe  tincture  of  the  chloride  or  the  syrup  of  the  . 
iodide.  Along  with  this  tonic  course,  iodide  of  potassium  was 
nscd  in  most  of  the  cases,  iu  doses  of  fifteen  grains  three  times 
per  day.  If  tbe  patient's  system  bad  not  been  broken  down,  or 
if  much  lowered  had  been  brought  up  to  n  good  standard,  be 
was  at  once  put  on  mercuiy  again,  or  murcury  and  iodide  of 
potassium  combined.  The  mercurials  most  commonly  used  were 
the  corrosive  chloride  and  green  iodide;  the  former  in  doses  of 
one-sisteenth  of  grain,  combined  with  fifteen  gi'ains  of  iodide  of 
potassium,  three  times  per  day;  and  of  the  latter  three  grains 
three  times  per  day. 

aONORRH(£A. 

For  the  acute  stage,  rest  and  injections  of  lukewarm  water, 
and  the  following  recipe,  constituted  tbe  treatment: 

R. — Potassi  Bromidi,  ....         3iss. 

Glycerin, fl.3ijsa. 

Aqute, fl.Iiv. 

gig. — Use  as  an  injection  twice  daily. 

After  the  acute  symptoms  bad  subsided  somewhat,  other  in- 
jections were  used,  such  as'  dilute  solutions  of  sulphate  of  copper 
and  zinc,  containing  two  grains  to  the  ounce.  Some  of  the  staff 
at  this  stage  used  an  emulsion  of  balsam  of  copaiba  internally. 
If  there  was  danger  of  epididymitis  or  persistent  inflammation, 
tbe  patient's  diet  was  restricted  for  some  time,  and  saline  purges 
given.  Often  the  acute  symptoms  merged  into  a  chronic  form> 
with  a  persistent  gleety  discharge.  When  this  was  the  case,  tbe 
strength  of  the  zinc  and  copper  solutions  was  increaemi,  or  tbe 
injection  changed  for  one  consisting  of  acetate  of  lead  an  J  zinc, 
•each  six  grains  to  eight  ounces  of  water. 
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If  epididymitis  resulted,  the  patient  was  put  at  rest  on  his 
back,  the  teBticle^i  Biipported  oit  a  cusbioD,  and  cooling  lotions 
applied,  if  there  weru  acute  inflammatory  eymptoms.  Slioulit 
tbe  epididymii^  be(?'ome  cbronieatly  indurated  and  indiBposud  to 
soften,  then  uiereuvy  was  applied  locally,  eitlier  in  the  form  of 
tlie  simple  ointinent,  or  of  that  combined  with  belladonua  oint- 
meut,  in  the  ijroportion  of  eis'it  of  the  former  to  two  of  the  lat- 
ter. In  jjlace  of  the  mercurial  prepuratiou,  iiti  oiutment  con- 
taining iodine  was  sometimes  a&ud.  The  foJlowiog  formula  was 
one  of  the  most  common: 

8.. — UiiEuenti  lodini,       ....        3ij. 
Extracti  Belladonnrc,    ....     frr.xx. 

Adipis, 3ij       31. 

Ft.  unguetitum. 
Sig. — Apply  externally  twice  per  day. 

If  the  bubo  had  not  attained  a  large  size,  an  effort  was  made 
to  dissipate  it.  The  patient  was  pat  at  rest,  and  some  appHca- 
tiona  made  to  the  gland.  The  more  common  of  these  were  tiuct- 
ure  of  iodine,  oiutment  of  iodide  of  lead,  ointment  of  iodine  sim- 
ple and  compound,  and  ointment  of  mercury  and  belladonna 
combined.  Pressure,  by  means  of  a  weight  or  compresiB,  waa 
often  resorted  to.  If  the  efforts  at  dissipation  were  not  auccees- 
fnl,  poultices  were  at  ouce  appHed,  and,  after  pus  had  formed, 
the  glaud  laid  freely  open  and  evacuated  of  its  contents.  The 
remaining  ulcer  was  made  to  heai  by  granuhition  from  the  bot- 
tom. If  it  became  indolent  and  indisposed  to  heal,  it  waa 
touched  from  time  to  time  with  crystal  of  sulphate  of  copper  or 
nitrate  of  silver.  If  a  milder  application  than  this  only  was 
required,  then  a  weak  solution  of  sulphate  of  zinc  and  copper 
was  used. 

The  Cheaper  Cinchona  Alkai-oius, — The  Inst  of  the  alkaloids — 
snlph.  of  cinchnnidia — though  nul  the  leant,  comes  up  for  our  con- 
sideration. This  article  has  not  been  so  long  upon  the  market 
as  the  latter  alkaloid,  in  fact  it  has  not  till  within  a  few  months 
been  brought  more  than  casually  to  the  notice  of  the  profebsiou; 
but  because  its  introductisn  has  been  of  but  receut  date,  there 
is  no  reason  why  those  who  have  seen  fit  to  test  ite  medicinal 
Tirtues  and  give  it  a  fair  and  impartial  tiial  should  be  ti'cated 
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po  cavalierly  when  they  nttemjit  to  call  the  attention  of  the  pro- 
fession to  its  vftlae  as  a  remedial  agent.  It  ia  our  object  in  this 
paper  to  call  the  atteutioo,  especially  of  conutiy  practitioners, 
to  the  unqualified  value  aiul  merits  of  this  drug  as  a  tonic,  febri- 
fuge and  anliperiodic.  So  far  aa  our  experieoce  has  gone  with 
tliia  alkaloid — cineJionidia  anlph. — we  are  disposed  to  attribute 
to  it  veiy  nearly,  if  not  quite,  an  equivalent  therapeutic  value 
wifli  that  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine.  We  have  used  it  in  the  same 
(loseH — ten  to  twenty  grains— with  complete  Rueeesa  in  interrupt- 
ing the  paroxysm  of  iutcrmittontK;  we  have  administered  it,  in 
connection  with  moi-phia,  to  difpel  the  malarial  complications 
that  sometimes  occur  in  pneumonia,  with  salisfuc'ory  results; 
and  in  acute  rheumatiBm  we  have  substituted  it  for  quinia, 
wiienever  the  latter  drug  seemed  to  be  indicated,  with  unequiv- 
ocal benofit.  We  have  had  thia  spring  ^1875)  in  this  vicinity 
more  than  a  usual  amount  of  malarial  or  periodical  diarrhoea 
and  neuridgias,  both  among  children  and  adults,  for  the  relief  of 
which  wo  hiive  been  in  the  habit  of  ]ireseribing  the  sulph,  cin- 
chonidio,  with  other  appropriate  remedies.  In  these  cases  the 
same  amount  was  given  aa  that  of  aulpb.  quinia  under  similar 
circumstances — we  seldom  or  never  had  to  repeat  the  dose — and 
its  administration  was  attoniled  with  the  most  compk-te  and  sat- 
isfactory results. 

Thia  article — ciuchonidia  sulph. — can  be  obtained  by  the  quan- 
tity for  from  seventy-five  to  eighty  cents  per  ounce,  and,  therefore, 
we  would  respoctfuliy  ask  the  question  :  If  the  value  of  this  agent 
an  a  tonic  and  febrifuge  is  equivblent,  or  nearly  so,  to  that  of  quin . 
sulph.,  and  its  commercial  value  is  ouly  one-third  the  value  of  the 
latter,  is  it  of  no  concern  to  the  country  practitioner,  who  haa  to 
burnish,  at  great  expense,  annually,  his  own  drugs,  not  to  the 
wealthy,  but  to  the  indigent  from  whom  ho  never  expects  to  re- 
ceive one  farthing  for  his  services,  and  for  whom  he  labors  solely 
for  the  sake  of  suffering  humanity,  for  the  answer  of  a  good  con- 
science, and  the  gratitude  of  bis  beneliciariea  ? 

We  would  not  use  these  cheaper  remedies  merely  from  mer- 
cenary motives — no  one  conld  conscientiously  do  so;  but  we  would 
and  do  prescribe  and  use  them  because  we  believe  them,  in  equiv- 
alent doses,  to  be  of  the  same  therapeutic  value  aa  that  of  quinia, 
and  that  they  may  be  safely  used  as  a  substitute  for  it;  and  in  so 
doing  we  are  treating  our  patients  well,  aud.  in  not  a  few  iuatan- 
eea  we  ar<e  not.  only  contributing  our  medicine  and  our  services 
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to  the  poor,  but  we  are  reuderiog  good  service  to  the  general 
health  aod  comfort  of  our  patiecte,  and  Baving  \o  oarselTea  the 
difference  of  the  cost  of  the  drug  naed,  which  will  amoant  to  no 
mean  sum  in  the  conme  of  the  year,  and  which  the  country  phy- 
sician so  mnch  needs,  because,  at  best  his  life  is  a  hard  one,  and 
few  there  are,  in  deed,  who  make  any  more  than  enough,  from 
year  to  year,  for  the  economical  support  of  themselves  and  fami- 
lies.— Chicago  Medical  Journal. 

Denidation. — Perhaps  the  most  satisfactory  and  iuiportaot 
work  connected  with  our  branch  of  medicine  which  has  been 
done  within  the  last  few  years,  is  that  which  has  reference  to  the 
anatomy  and  physiology  of  the  uterine  mucous  membrane.  But 
notwithstandiog  all  this  excellent  labor,  the  periodic  changes 
which  take  place  in  the  lining  of  the  uterus  during  its  unimpreg- 
nated  life  still  remain  undecided.  Dr.  Tyler  Smith,  who  was  one 
of  the  earlieat  to  write  upon  this  subject,  arrived  at  very  definite 
conclusions.  He  bad  examined  the  uteri  of  several  women  who 
had  died  during  the  catamenial  flow,  and  in  each  found  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  body  of  the  uterus  either  in  a  state  of  dis- 
solution or  entirely  wanting.  In  one  case,  in  which  he  wa» 
assisted  by  Dr.  Handfield  Jones,  in  examining  the  uterus  with  a 
microscope,  no  traces  of  the  epithelium  or  of  the  utricular  glands- 
could  be  found.  This  evidence  has  been  corroborated  and  sup- 
plemented very  recently  by  the  elaborate  researches  of  Dr.  John 
Williams,  in  a  paper  which  appeared  in  this  Journal,  and  further 
evidence  confirming  his  views  has  come  to  us  from  Dr.  Barns- 
father,  of  Cincinnati  He  says  that  for  a  number  of  years  he  has- 
been  examining  microscopically,  from  month  to  month,  the  men- 
strual dischargee  of  women.  From  his  investigations  be  finds  ib 
all  of  them  exfoliation  of  the  mucous  membrane,  even  from  fe- 
males perfectly  healthy.  In  those  sufferiug  from  dysmeuorrhcea 
the  membrane  was  hypertrophied,  and  came  away  in  larger 
pieces.  Dr.  Aveling  also  agrees  with  these  authorities,  and  has- 
proposed  to  call  this  removal  of  the  developed  mucous  membrane 
"  denidation."  Unfortunately,  in  spite  of  all  this  concurrent  evi- 
dence, complete  unanimity  does  not  yet  exist,  for  within  the  last 
few  months  Dr.  Engelmana  has  stated,  as  the  result  of  his  obser- 
Yations,  that  in  not  one  of  the  many  uteri  he  has  examined  after 
the  cessation  of  the  catamenia,  has  the  mucous  membrane,  or- 


even  its  superficial  layer,  been  wanting.     He  believes  the-  turner 
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fied  tnncoas  membrane  to  be  removed  by  a  gradaal  diBintegra- 
tioQ  of  its  elements  and  rapid  absorption,  but  admits  that  in 
Bome  cases  the  entire  Dpper  stratum  may  be  detached  and  ex- 
pelled in  loio  as  decidua  menstraalis.  He  does  not,  however, 
explain  why,  when  the  normal  physiological  process  is  increased 
to  morbid  iniensity,  the  didntegrating  and  absorbiug  processes 
should  fail  in  removing  the  developed  membrane  in  what  he  be- 
lieves to  be  Um  normal  manner.  There  are  at  present,  therefore, 
two  contendin;  theories — the  desquamative  and  the  involutive. 
None  deny  theexistence  of  periodic  changes  in  the  lining  of  the 
body  of  the  attms,  prepariDg  it  for  the  reception  and  retention 
of  the  ovum  shiold  it  be  impregnated — a  process,  which  since 
the  time  of  Har'ey  has  been  likened  to  the  nesting  of  birds,  or 
nidation — the  p<int  which  remains  to  be  positively  decided  by 
the  repeated  exaninations  of  different  observers  is  the  exact  way 
in  which  the  aborive  physiological  process  is  terminated.  We 
commend  the  defiiite  solution  of  this  problem  to  onr  readers;  at 
present  the  prepoolerance  of  evidence  is  with  those  who  believe 
denidation  to  be  in  act  of  desqaamation.  If,  however,  these 
observers  have  beei  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  always  investi- 
gated ateri  in  an  abiormal  condition,  and  the  involation  theory 
be  right,  time  will  mdoubtedly  prove  the  fact,  and  determine 
the  ultimate  acceptaice  of  the  trnth. — ObstelriciU  Journal. 

A    CJOMBIMATIOK    Of  THE    CoTAHEOCS   AND    MuSCDLO- CCTAKEODS 

Plans  of  AiienTATioN.— ^y  V.  Hayei  Agnew,  M.D. — I  have  re- 
cently employed  a  newnethod  of  interpretation  which  appears 
to  me  to  possess  advaitages  worthy  of  notice.  In  raising  the 
integnment  from  the  dep  fascia,  after  the  old  plan  of  the  skin- 
flap,  whether  circolar  oroval,  a  large  number  of  its  vessels  are 
necessarily  cut,  which  teds  to  jeopardize  the  vitality  of  the  flap. 
Again,  in  this  operation,  he  muscles  being  divided  circularly,  it 
is  impossible  to  secare  an  ccurate  contact  of  the  surfaces;  irreg- 
olar  spaces  or  cavities  betveen  the  muscles  and  flap  will  remain, 
in  which  the  discharges  coltct  and  interfere  with  the  healing. 

If  the  mnscolo-cntaneou  method  be  adopted,  the  skin,  &om 
its  greater  elasticity,  retrackig  more  than  the  muscles,  leaves 
the  latter  hanging  below,  t^is  requiring  that  they  be  either 
abridged  with  the  knife,  or  toked  and  crowded  in,  so  that  the 
etnmp  can  be  closed.  The  pLn  which  obviates  all  these  objec- 
tions is  the  one  to  which  I  r^er,  and  consists  in  making  two 
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oval  cute  through  the  ekin,  down  to  the  deep  fascia,  oe  opposite 
sidee  of  the  limb,  raising  the  integument  only  a  short  distance — 
say  three- quarters  of  an  inch — and  then  appljnug  the  knife  at 
the  junction  of  the  skin-flap  and  the  deep  fascia,  and  cutting  the 
muscles  obliquely  back  to  tLie  bone,  or  bones,  as  the  case  may 
be;  or,  if  trauafixation  is  prefeiTsd,  thrust  the  kuife  through  the 
angles  of  the  tegumentary  wound,  and  cut  from  within  out.  I 
find,  however,  the  former  the  more  convenient  plau.  The  adjast- 
ment  between  the  divided  surfaces  will  be  complete. 

In  the  few  cases  in  which  I  have  performed  the  operation, 
the  union  has  been  quick  and  the  form  of  the  stump  perfect. 
This  method  is  adapted  to  any  pitct  of  the  fire-arm,  arm,  or 
thigh,  and  even  the  leg,  as  its  details  can  be  mide  practical  on 
the  posterior  pai-t  of  this  portion  of  the  lower  e:Aremity. — Times. 

Mauuauv  Abscess. — The  following  is  a  very  simple  plan  of 
treatment,  and  it  is  claimed  that  it  is  much  more  satisfactoi'y 
than  strapping  the  breast  with  adhesive  plaster,  counter  open- 
ings, injecting  the  sinuses  with  iodine,  etc.,  all  of  which  measures 
have  been  eitenaively  resorted  to,  especially  in  the  country. 

What  the  surgeon  desires  to  do  in  these  cases  is  to  evacuate 
the  abscess  thoroughly,  at  the  same  time  to  press  the  walls  of 
the  abscess  together,  and  then  retain  theui  in  contact.  These 
are  substantially  the  indications  to  be  met,  so  far  as  local  meas- 
ures are  concerned;  for  if  the  two  surfaces  can  be  held  thoroughly 
in  contact  daring  forty-eight  hours,  grannlations  will  spring  up 
which  will  unite  them,  and  the  abscess  will  he  closed. 

The  plan  of  treatment  recommended  meets  all  these  indica- 
tions and  accomplishes  the  desired  results  without  giving  rise  to 
pain,  but  on  the  contrary,  those  who  had  the  dressing  applied 
said  that  it  was  rather  pleasant.  It  is  a  plan  of  dressing  within 
the  reach  of  any  practitioner,  and  can  be  applied  to  any  breast, 
no  matter  how  tender.  It  affords  genile  but  firm  pressure,  and 
holds  the  walls  of  the  abscess  in  conUct  until  union  takes  place. 

Take  a  piece  of  coarse  sponge,  large  enough  to  cover  the 
breast,  and  about  four  inches  thick;  make  it  a  trifle  concave  or 
cup-shaped  upon  one  anrfaoe,  thotpughly  cleanse  it  in  boiling 
water,  being  very  careful  to  remove  aU  particles  of  sand,  and, 
while  wet,  place  it  between  two  pieces  of  board  and  subject  it  to 
at  least  fifty  pounds  pressure.  At  the  end  of  twenty  hours  it  will 
be  dry  and  ready  for  use. 
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First  cover  the  breast  with  a  moderately  thick  layer  ot  oabnm, 
which  readily  absorbs  the  pus,  and  at  the  same  time  has  aD'anti- 
aeptic  influence. 

Coarse  lint  may  be  used,  but  it  ie  not  nearly  as  pervious  to 
pus  as  is  the  oakiim,  and  must  be  watched  more  closely,  lest  free 
discharge  from  the  abscess  is  prevented  by  it.  It  is  important 
to  get  the  bteaat  np  and  support  it,  and  this  Js  done  by  raising 
it  with  the  hand,  before  applying  the  sponge.  It  is  then  retained 
in  position  by  applying  the  bandage,  which  is  to  hold  the  sponge 
in  place,  sufficiently  tight,  and  in  the  proper  direction  to  accom- 
plish this  purpose. 

Always  leave  the  upper  edge  ot  the  sponge  nocovered,  so  that 
it  can  be  easily  wet,  for  it  is  almost  impossible  to  wet  the  sponge 
through  several  thicknesses  of  a  tightly- applied  muslin  roller, 
the  dressing  should  not  be  removed  for  two  or  three  days,  aud 
then  another  sponge  should  be  immediately  applied,  and  thus 
the  dressing  kept  up  for  at  least  eight  or  ten  days,  in  order  to  be 
certain  that  the  surfaces  of  the  abscess  are  tirmly  united.  The 
question  arises  whether  this  dressing  should  be  applied  when 
there  is  consideraljle  milk  in  the  breast.  There  need  be  no  hes- 
itation upon  this  point,  for  the  milk  is  readily  taken  care  of  by 
the  absorbents,  and  does  no  harm.  A  single  sponge  may  be  wet 
two  or  three  times  before  its  elasticity  will  be  expended,  and  then 
it  is  necessary  to  make  the  second  apphcatiou. — Med.  Record. 

Asthmatic  Mixture. — The  following  asthmatic  mixture  is  much 
used  in  Eoosevelt  Hospital; 

Hoffman's  Anodyne,     .        .        .        ,        3j. 

Tr.  Belladonna, gtt.xv. 

Potass.  lodid, gr.v.     M. 

a.  One  t.i.d. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  the  iodide  gives  rise  to  nausea;  if 
so,  it  is  dropped  from  the  prescription. 

CHEONIC  BBIQHT's  DISEASE. 

A  favorite  piU  with  a  visiting  physician,  to  be  used  in  the 
general  treatment  of  this  affection,  consists  of 

e.-— Hjdrarg.  Bichlorid,     ....        gr.1-20. 
Quinia  Sulph., 

Digitalis  Palv.,  aa.,  ....    gr.L 

Belladonna  Ext.,  ....        gr.^. 

M. 
B.  One  ti-d. 
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CHBOinG  BRONCHITIS. 

Tfie  EtdmiDietratioD  of  the  following  has  been  attended  with  a 
fair  amotmtof  relief  in  this  class  of  cases: 

R. — Oleum  Lini, ^ij. 

Mucilagi  Aoaci»,      .'....  ^ijss. 

Sjrr.  Tolu, ly 

01.  Terebinth, Jiij. 

Aqnee  CinDamomi,  ad.,  5™j- 
M. 
S.  593.  ii.d. 

LINIMENT. 

The  following  is  quite  a  favorite  for  the  relief  of  those  cases 
irith  which  every  practitioner  is  disturbed,  and  need  not  be  spec- 
ified: 

R.— Tr.  AooDit  Rad.,  ....        jij. 

Oleum  01iv£e,  jj. 

Morphia  Murinti,  ....        gr.vj. 

Chloroform! 3j. 

M. 

CATAERHAL  AFFECT10X8. 

The  following  is  a  favorite  prescription  for  catarrhal  pneumo- 
nia, bronchitis,  etc: 

R..— Ammon.  mariat., 

Potass.  Chloral,  aa.,    ....        l>i\.  and  3ij- 
Aq.  Aurant.  Flor.,  ....     3ij. 

Syr.  Simplicis 3i]. 

Aquse,  ad., ^iv. 

M. 
8.  Two  teaspoonfuts  ti.d. 

— Med.  Record. 

Fascinations  of  Scui:NC£. — Mark  Twain,  in  the  AUarUic  Monlhli/ 
for  August,  says:  The  Mississippi  river,  between  Cairo  and  New 
Orleans,  was  twelve  hundred  and  fifteen  miles  long  one  hundred 
and  seventy-six  years  ago.  It  was  eleven  hundred  and  eighty- 
after  the  cnt-ofF  of  1722.  It  was  one  thousand  and  forty  after 
the  American  Bend  cut-off  (some  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  ago). 
It  has  lost  sixty-seven  miles  since.  Consequently,  it  is  only  nine 
hundred  and  seventj-tbree  miles  at  present.  Now,  if  I  wanted 
to  be  one  of  those  ponderous  scientific  people,  and  "  let  on  "  to 
Doii™ibcCoO*^lc 


OUR  EXCHANOES.  363 

prove  what  had  occnrred  in  the  remotest  past  b;  what  had  oc- 
cnrred  in  a  giTen  time  in  the  recent  past,  or  what  will  occur  in 
the  far  future  by  what  hw  occurred  in  late  yeara,  what  an  oppor- 
tunity is  here!  Oeology  never  had  such  a  chance,  nor  such 
exact  data  to  argue  from!  Nor  "development  of  epedea,"  either! 
Glacial  epochs  are  great  things,  but  they  are  vague — va^ue. 
Please  observe:  In  the  space  of  one  hundred  and  seveoty-six 
years  the  Loner  Mississippi  has  shortened  itself  two  hundred 
and  forty-two  miles.  That  is  an  average  of  a  trifle  over  one  mile 
and  a  third  per  year.  Therefore,  auy  calm  persou,  who  is  not 
blind  or  idiotic,  can  see  that  in  the  Old  Oolitic  Silurian  Period, 
just  a  million  years  ago  next  November,  the  Lower  Mississippi 
river  was  upward  of  one  million  three  hundred  thoasaud  miles 
long,  and  stuck  out  over  the  Qulf  of  Mexico  like  a  fiehiug-rod. 
And  by  the  same  token  any  person  can  see  that  seven  hundred' 
and  forty-two  years  from  now  the  Lower  Mississippi  will  be  only 
a  mile  and  three-quarters  long,  and  Cairo  and  New  Orleans  will 
have  joined  their  streets  together,  and  be  plodding  comfoi'tably 
along  under  a  single  mayor  and  a  mutual  board  of  aldermen. 
There  is  something  fascinating  about  science.  One  gets  such 
wholesale  returns  of  conjecture  out  of  such  a  trifliug  investment 
of  fact — Fhar.  Oaz. 

Db.  Fleetwood  CaimcBiLL,  of  Dublin,  the  well  known  obste- 
trician, has  resigned  practice,  and  will  reside  for  the  future  in 
North  of  Ireland.  He  was  President  of  Col.  Physicians  in  1857- 
66,  and  has  presented  about  one  thonsand  volumes,  consisting 
mostly  of  works  on  obstetric  medicine  and  the  diseases  of  chil- 
dren, to  the  library  of  that  institution.  The  college  have  ar- 
ranged to  have  a  life-size  portrait  of  Dr.  Chnrchill,  painted  in  oil 
by  Mr.  Jones,  B.  H.  K.,  placed  in  the  Examination  Hall,  and  an 
illuminated  address  will  shortly  be  presented  to  him  by  the  Fel- 
lows of  the  college,  assuring  him  of  the  respect  and  esteem  in 
which  he  is  regarded  by  each  member  of  that  body. — LancH. 

A  New  AnHEsne  Plaster. — Kauvin  recommends  a  mixture  of 
twenty  parts  of  mucilage  of  gum  arable  and  one  part  glycerin, 
spread  three  or  four  times  upon  linen,  at  sufficient  intervals  to 
^ow  it  to  thoroughly  dry.  This  plaster  is  glossy,  pliable,  does 
not  deteriorate  with  keeping,  and  is  considerably  cheaper  than 
English  plaster  or  diachylon  plaster. — E. 
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Sir  Thom.ui  Watsos  on  the  Treatmest  of  Habitual  Drvnkabds. 

Sir— Uly  humble  atlvocacy  of  this  potiHon  may  be'espressed 
in  a  very  U-.w  stJileucts,  I  must  piefiice  thorn  by  saj-ing  that, 
although  for  much  the  greater  part  of  uiy  long  professional  life 
I  was  profouudly  iuereduluus  of  the  pormaiiont  reformation  of 
habitual  dninkat'ds,  fiicts  Imve  more  receutly  conie  to  my  knowl- 
edgG  which  have  made  me  au  aliuost  sanguine  convert  to  a  bet- 
ter hoi)e  and  belief. 

Among  habitual  drunkards  there  are  many  in  whom  wbat'waa 
li('p;nu  as  a  vice  passed  into  a  frightful  bodily  auJ  mental  disease. 
The  frcqiient  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  escews,  and  especially 
of  alcoholic  drinks,  leads  at  length  to  au  accumulation  of  the 
specific  poison  of  alcohol  within  the  system,  so  tliat  the  bodily 
tiesuns,  and  chiefly,  I  KUpiwse,  the  nervous  tiHsnes,  which  include 
the  brain,  bcfionio  so  impregnated,  so  charged  with  the  poison, 
or  so  affected  Boniehow  as  to  produce  a  degree  of  craving  which 
the  unhappy  dipao-maniac  (for  so  he  is  rightly  called)  is  utterly 
unable  to  resist  or  control.  So  imperative  is  this  morbid  craving 
that  in  some  instances,  by  his  own  confeasiou,  he  could  not  re- 
frain from  swallowing  the  customary  stimulus,  oven  if  he  were 
certain  that  death  would  bd  tlie  result. 

Now,  of  HUcli  persoua  it  is  found  that,  if  they  can  be  strictly 
debarred  from  all  accesi  to  alcoholic  drinks,  they  will  surely, 
though  slowly,  recover  from  this  form  of  mania;  that  the  incor- 
porated poison  wilt  be  gradually  dislodged  and  eliminated  from 
the  system  by  the  silent  and  sole  efficacy  of  that  beneficent  force 
which  we  medical  men  acknowledge  so  thimkfullj,  to  vis  medi- 
catrix  naturae;  and  the  wretched  man  or  woman  will  become 
once  more  able,  and  iu  no  small  percentage  of  cases  willing,  and 
even  anxious,  to  abandon  the  vice,  which  had  been  the  first  step 
towards  the  maniacal  diaeaBe. 

Now,  if  this  be  so — and  fi-om  all  that  I  have  seen,  and  heard, 
and  read  on  the  subject,  from  experience  gathered  on  a  large 
scale  in  America,  from  the  teachings  of  some  of  our  own  lunatic 
asylums,  and  from  the  testimony  of  private  pbservors,  I  am  fully 
persuaded  that  it  is  Bo,  I  might  even  appeal  on  this  point  to  some 
members  of  the  deputation  here  present — then  I  conceive  that 
the  sanctioning,  by  some  legislative  measure,  of  retreats  or  re- 
formatories, wherein,  at  the  instance  of  his  relations  or  friends, 
or  by  bis  own  wish,  or  by  the  sentence  of  a  magistrate,  such  a 
sufferer  could  be  legally  detained  for  a  time  (which  has  been 
r,oiii--,-rih,.CoO*^lc 
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eeiiniated  to  be  betweeu  three  anil  twelve  months,  though  in  my 
judgment -three  months  would  be  far  too  little,  and  of  conraa 
ample  provision  should  be  made  against  any  possible  abuse  of 
auch  detention),  such  legislative  action,  I  say,  could  scarcely  be 
regarded  as  anything  leas  than  a  uAtioual  blessing. — Britiith  Med- 
ical Journal. 

Medical  Leoislatiox  is  Tessessee. — At  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  Knox  Connly  Medical  Society,  a  committee  which  was  ap- 
pointed to  make  suggestions  regarding  a  bill  for  the  regulation 
of  the  practice  of  medicine,  pending  before  the  Legislature  of 
Tennessee,  offered  the  following: 

"That  the  less  the  medical  profeaaion,  aa  a  profeaaion,  has  to 
do  in  identifying  itself  with  legislative  enactments,  and  the  more 
its  members  are  left  each  to  be  bis  own  cicerone  before  the  public, 
and  answerable  to  public  opinion  and  the  laws  aa  they  are  for 
any  damage  he  may  commit,  the  more  respect  will  be  given  to 
the  whole  profession." 

The  following  resolution,  after  considerable  discussion,  was 
also  adopted: 

"Benolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  request  Sena- 
tor Ellis  to  place  a  clansc  in  his  bill,  making  it  a  misdemeanor 
for  any  one  to  claim  to  have  graduated  in  a  Medical  College,  or 
taken  the  degree  of  M.D.,  when  such  is  not  the  case." 

This  is  an  evidence  of  the  growth  of  medical  aentiment  in 
regard  to  special  legislation,  which  is  certainly  very  encouraging. 
Medical  Record. 

Liquor  Sexn^. — Mr.  Percy  Wells  (Phar.  Jour.)  speaks  very 
highly  of  the  convenience  and  eflicii.'ucy  of  the  following  prepar- 
ation. The  formula  has  l>een  in  use  for  a  period  of  twenty-seven 
yeara,  and  the  preparatiou  aftorded  has  never  failed  as  an  active 
but  non-griping  purgative:  Thirteen  ounces  of  water,  three 
ounces  of  rectified  spirit,  and  thirty  minims  of  liquor  potassae  are 
mixed  and  poured  upon  ais  ounces  of  small,  sifted,  Alexandrian 
senna.  The  vessel,  or  jar,  containing  the  mixture  is  covered, 
and  the  contents  stirred  once  or  twite  doily  for  seven  days,  sub- 
mitted so  strong  pressure,  and  the  liquor  strained  through  fine 
muslin  or  calico.  In  about  a  week  a  slight  deposit  forms,  which 
may  be  separated,  when  the  liquor  will  remain  permanently  clear. 
One  part  of  this,  mixed  with  three  parts  of  water,  forms  a  pre- 
paration similar  to  the  officinal  infusion  of  senna. — Phar.  Qaz. 
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*  *  *  Dr.  Oeorge  Sutton,  of  Anrora,  Indiana,  read  a 
lengthy  maitUBcript  on  Trichinosis,  setting  forth  the  great  preva- 
lence of  this  disease,  the  extent  of  its  fatalitjr,  and  methods  of 
treatment  A  namber  of  cases  were  cited  showing  the  symptoms 
of  trichinosis  and  its  progress  in  the  system.  It  was  a  very  in- 
teresting and  profitable  paper.  The  pi^bability  is  that  tbe  dis- 
ease is  of  great  antiquity,  causing  the  ancient  Jew  and  Tork  to 
prohibit  tbe  nse  of  pork.  From  microscopical  examination  of 
pork  brought  to  his  office,  be  was  satisfied  that  of  the  pork  killed 
in  the  northeastern  portion  of  Indiana,  a  large  portion  was  af- 
fected with  tbe  parasite.  He  thought  that  when  the  fact  becomes 
more  generally  known  that  so  large  a  per  cent,  is  affected  with 
trichina,  and  capable  of  producing  so  loathsome  a  disease,  it  will 
have  an  influence  upon  one  of  the  principal  productions  of  the 
West— affecting  the  agriculturists,  and  even  to  some  extent  the 
commerce  of  the  country.  He  cited  a  large  number  of  cases  to 
show  that  a  very  large  number  of  coses  of  chronic  diarrhoea, 
chronic  dysentery  and  chronic  enteritis  was  the  result  of  trichina. 
He  showeal  from  statistics  tbe  large  number  of  persons  that  died 
from  symptoms  that  were  obviously,  in  bin  opinion,  those  of  tri- 
chinosis. Of  tbe  cases  he  attended  afflicted  with  this  disease, 
'  thirty  per  cent,  proved  fatal.  The  doctor  aimed  to  show  that 
it  was  much  more  prevalent  than  was  generally  supposed,  and 
that  such  was  the  tenacity  of  life  of  these  insects  that  it  required 
a  great  deal  of  cooking  to  kill  them  in  the  pork;  also,  that  tri- 
china do  not  necessarily  exist  in  the  muscles  to  produce  dis- 
ease, but  that  their  presence  in  the  bowels  prodaced  symptoms 
that  often  proved  serious.  However,  in  cases  proving  fatal  tbey 
were  found  in  the  muscular  system  in  large  numbers. — Indiana 
Jour.  Med. 

Chrap  Office  Sias — Imitation  Grotj.so  Glass  that  Stevm  will 
yoT  Destroi. — Put  a  piece  of  putty  in  muslin,  twist  the  fabric 
tight,  and  tie  it  into  the  shape  of  a  pad;  well  clean  tbe  glass 
first,  and  then  putty  it  all  over.  The  putty  will  exnde  sufficiently 
through  the  mueUn  to  render  the  stain  opaque.  Let  it  dry  hard, 
and  then  varnish.  If  a  pattern  is  required,  cut  it  out  in  paper 
as  a  stencil;  place  it  so  as  not  to  slip,  and  proceed  as  above,  re- 
moving the  stencil  when  finished.  If  there  should  be  any  objec- 
tion to  the  existence  of  the  clear  spaces,  cover  with  slightly 
,  opaque  varnish. — lioel.  Jour.  Chem, 
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It  is  not  always  safe  for  the  laity  to  prescribe  medicine.  A 
lady  writes  to  tUe  Courier-Journal  that  her  husband  baviag  heard 
that  whisky  was  good  for  a  snake  bite,  has  been  nsing  it  ever 
since  a  cow  was  bit,  last  spring,  tliongh  tbe  poor  thing  died,  in 
spite  of  it,  six  weeks  ^o, — ifed.  Surg.  Reporter. 

Chlobal  Htdbate: — On  this  body  Professor  Konig  writes  as 
follows:  The  narcotic  power  of  chloral  hydrate  is  increased  to 
an  important  extent,  and  its  prejudicial  efTects  reduced  in  the 
same  proportion,  if  bicarbonate  of  sodium  be  administered  im- 
mediately before.  After  five  observations,  I  believe  myself  to  be 
in  a  po&ition  to  state  that  one  part,  by  weight,  of  chloral  hydrate, 
may  be  replaced,  with  equal  effect  by  one  part  of  bicarbonate  of 
sodium  and  four-tenths  of  chlorai  hydrate. — Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Rfporler. 

The  Dangers  op  Canthamdes. — We  see  it  stated  in  the  dailies 
that  two  young  men  of  Warsaw,  Indiana,  gave  a  young  woman 
a  dose  of  wine  and  cantbarides,  for  an  infamous  purpose,  and 
caused  her  death.     They  acknowledged  the  act,  and  are  in  jail. 

Physicians  should  take  proper  occasions  to  disabuse  the  pub- 
lic mind  of  the  belief  that  cantharides  is  an  aphrodisiac,  and  also 
to  warn  of  its  dangerous  character.  Vile  publications  have  dis- 
seminated a  belief  that  it  is  a  true  venereal  excitant,  which  it  is 
not,  in  any  sense. — Med.  and  Surg.  Repurter. 

Solution  of  lono-BitoinDE  of  Calcium  Compound. — The  fol- 
lowing are  the  results  of  a  chemical  analysis  we  have  recently 
made  of  this  preparation.  One  fluid  ouuce  contains  approxi- 
mately: 

Chloride  of  calcium  (anhydrous)     .    .     .     142    grains. 

Chloride  of  magnesium, 30    grains. 

Chloride  of  sodium 18    grains. 

Bromide  of  magnesium, 6    grains. 

Iodide  of  potassium IJ  grains. 

Total  mineral  constituents, 20O    grains. 

— Dt'froU  Review. 

The  Springfield  (Mass.)  Republican  gives  us  the  item  that  a 
boy  child  of  Dr.  Shea,  born  last  month,  was  weighed  immedi- 
ately after  its  birth,  by  Dr.  Rice,  in  the  presence  of  a  dozi-ii  wit- 
nesses, with  balance  scales,  and  weighed  twenty  pounds  and  two 
-ounces.     Can  this  be  beat?  r,oiii--nyOoOQlc 
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Charcot  on  the  Relief  of  Hybtehical  Seizubes  by  Coupbessio^ 
OF  THE  OvABiES. — Accordiug  to  Charcot  moat  Lysterical  seizures 
are  preceded  by  an  aara  starting  from  one  or  both  of  the  ovaries, 
and  he  finds  that  pressure  on  the  organ  indicated  causes  inime' 
diate  arrest  of  the  seizure.  He  illustrated  this  action  npon  a 
patient  in  the  Sattpetriere  affected  with  hystero-epilepsy.  The 
seizure  recuixed,  however,  the  moment  the  pressure  was  taken 
off.  lu  order  to  keep  up  the  pressure  for  a  longer  time  than 
would  be  possible  with  the  unaided  hands,  he  recommends  an 
apparatus  like  a  tourniquet.  The  pressure  is  to  be  made  in  the 
situation  and  direction  requisite  in  compressing  the  itiac  artery, 
and,  in  fact,  this  artery  will  be  felt  pulsoting  under  the  finger. 
Gaz.  Med.  de  Paris. 

Fees  in  New  Yoke  City. — A  New  York  letter  to  the  Spring- 
field Rejjublican  gives  the  following  as  an  account  of  the  inoome» 
of  medical  men: 

"A  physician  in  good  practice  will  receive  patients  at  hie  office 
four  hours  daily,  and  make  calls  for  about  the  same  length  of 
time.  From  ten  to  twenty  callers,  and  half  as  many  house  ps- 
tieutfl,  would  be  a  fair  average;  the  fees  would  be  two  and  five 
dollars  each.  At  these  figures  it  would  not  be  bard  to  make  up 
an  income  of  $20,000  or  more.  It  is  said  of  Dr.  Willard  Parker, 
I  believe,  that  having  been  called  out  of  town  to  attend  a  patient, 
he  returned  a  bill  of  $300,  and  when  it  was  disputed  he  showed 
by  his  books  that  his  daily  receipts  were  much  over  that  sum. 
Surgeons"  single  charges  are  larger  than  thy«e  of  physicians, 
though  the  incomes  of  the  latter  are  probably  the  highest  For 
ordinary  attendance  their  rates  are  about  the  same,  or  say  five 
dollars  a  visit.  From  twenty-five  dollars  upwards  is  the  charge 
for  operations.  For  setting  an  ai-m  or  leg  |250  would  be  asked; 
larger  undertakings  being  in  proportion.  For  a  case  requiring 
a  delicate  opemtion  and  sis  weeks  constant  attendance,  some- 
times two  or  three  times  a  day,  $1,000  was  lately  asked  by  a 
leading  surgeon.  In  another  iubtauce,  where  a  wealthy  gentle- 
man was  badly  jammed  by  a  railroad  car,  he  was  attended  by 
Dr.  James  E.  Wood,  who  made  about  a  dozen  visits,  without  any 
important  operation,  and  sent  in  ^  bill  of  $2,500,  which  was  paid. 
This  is  exceeded  by  Dr.  Carnocbiin,  who  charged  $2,000  for  an 
operation  alone,  while  another  surgeon  is  taid  to  have  i-«ceived 
$4,500  from  one  patient 
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ConFEBSioNS  ©F  A  QtACK  DocTOR, — Mr.  G,  A.  Brine,  the  psnper 
in  SberboFue  Workliouee,  whose  revelatione  with  regard  to  the 
tricks  of  TagrantB  have  attracted  some  attention,  writes  this  week 
to  the  "Charity  Organization  Reporter "  on  the  snbject  of  qnack 
doctors  and  itinerant  medicine  venders.  He  says:  "Icommence 
with  the  quack  doctorp.  In  the  first  place  I  must  tell  yon  that  I 
never  engaged  in  the  dirty  bnsiness  on  my  own  account.  I  have 
been  a  tool  in  the  bands  of  othera  The  first  time  it  was  in  Tar- 
month.  A  quack,  who  was  lodging  in  the  same  'ken'  with  me, 
asked  me  if  I  was  willing  to  earn  a  couple  of  shillings  easily.  I 
replied  in  the  affirmative.  This  was,  to  come  into  the  market- 
place in  the  afternoon,  while  he  was  expatiating  on  the  virtnes  of 
bis  medicines,  and  purchase  half  a  dozen  boxes  of  the  pills,  say- 
ing that  myself  and  others  had  derived  immense  benefit  from 
their  use,  and  that,  for  the  future,  I  was  resolved  never  to  be 
without  them — the  money  to  pay  for  them  having  been  given  me 
beforehand  by  the  'doctor.'  Well,  I  carried  out  my  instructions 
to  the  tetter,  and  so  well  pleased  the  modem  ^sculapins,  that 
in  the  evening  he  employed  me  to  work  for  him  at  a  salary  of  £l 
per  week,  besides  traveling  expenses.  I  was  now  to  be  initiated 
into  the  sublime  mystery  of  compounding  the  'medicine,'  almost 
invariably  pills.'  My  duty  was  to  collect  the  ingredients;  and  I 
now  solemnly  declare  that  X  got  them  ready  made  from  the 
sheepfold  or  the  rabbit-warren.  Those  from  the  sheepfold  had 
to  be  considerably  rednced  in  size,  after  which  they  were  coated 
with  finely  pulverized  sugar  and  flour,  and,  after  being  dried  to 
a  proper  consistency,  were  placed  in  pill-boxes,  which  are  easily 
obtained,  and  then  held  forth  to  the  dolts,  who  were  silly  enough 
to  listen  to  him,  as  'American  sugar-coated  pills,'  porely  vegeta- 
ble, and  warranted  not  to  contain  one  particle  of  mercury,  colo- 
cynth.  or  other  deleterious  poison,  so  extensively  used  by  regular 
doctors.  These  pills  are  a  sovereign  remedy  for  bilious  disorders, 
liver  complaints,  dyspepsia,  or  indigestion,  the  symptoms  of 
which  are  learnedly  described  by  the  '  orator '  (which  was  gener- 
ally myself),  learnt  by  heart  from  a  medical  work  by  Dr.  Bu- 
chanan. 

"  When  we  were  traveling  in  country  villages,  there  was  no 
'  ill  which  flesh  is  heir  to '  but  what  my  master  (blatant  ignoram- 
ous  as  he  was)  would  undertake  to  cure— worms,  piles,  tusky  or 
itch,  gout,  rheumatism,  ulcers,  fits,  etc;  but  the  naked  tnith  is, 
that  he  was  a  greater  fool  than  I;  he  could  not  read  a  iiaragraph 

Vou  SUL-Ho.  6.-S4.  Doni.cdbyCoOQlc 


370  ATLANTA  MEDICAL  A&D  SVliUWAL  JOURNAL. 

ID  a  newspaper,  and  coold  scarcely  write  his  own  name.  He 
knew  no  more  about  the  maladies  he  professed  to  care  than  a 
hog;  but  he  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  that  grand,  indis- 
pensable qnalification,  any  amount  of  cheek,  and  his  takings,  on 
«n  average,  were  J£10  a  week." — Brit.  Med.  Jour. 

The  Law  of  Adobtion. — A  week  or  two  since  an  irregular 
physician  of  this  city  was  convicted  of  being  an  "  accessory  after 
the  act"  in  a  case  of  abortion  followed  by  death.  He  delivered 
the  body  to  an  irregular  college  of  this  city,  which  led  to  the 
detection  of  the  crime.  Judge  Finletter,  in  summiug  up  the 
case  to  the  jury,  made  the  following  remarks  on  the  relation  of 
medical  men  to  the  law : 

"The  law  invests  the  physician  with  pecuUar  privileges.  In 
the  exercise  of  his  profession,  all  his  actfi  must  be  cousidei'ed 
lawful  until  the  contrary  be  shown.  If  he  be  administering  any- 
where, the  presumption  is  that  he  is  lawfully  there  for  a  lawful 
pnrpose,  to  which  he  was  regularly  called.  If  it  be  shown  that 
a  miscarriage  was  produced,  it  must  be  presumed  that  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it  until  it  be  shown  that  he  participated  in  it, 
or  counseled,  or  advised,  or  directed  it.  Even  if  it  be  shown 
that  he  produced  it,  the  presumption  would  be  that  it  was  law- 
fully done,  until  the  contrary  be  established.  In  this  connection, 
however,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  an  intentional  miscarriage, 
for  the  purpose  only  of  producing  a  miscarriage,  is  always  un- 
lawful. These  presumptions  of  innocence  are  intended  to  pro- 
tect the  honest  members  of  a  profession  whose  glory  it  is  to 
answer  the  call  of  suffering  with  a  promptitude  which  forbids 
an  inquiry  into  the  surroundings  of  a  patient,  or  guarding  them- 
selves with  witnesses  in  the  performance  of  their  duties.  They 
are  not,  however,  to  be  means  of  covering  up  crime  and  protect- 
ing criminals.  Nor  should  they  be  extended  to  acts  of  the  phy- 
eician  not  within  the  scope  of  his  professional  services.  With 
the  life  of  his  patient  his  responsibility  ends,  and  his  subsequent 
acts  and  conduct  are  to  be  considered  and  adjudged  as  those  of 
other  men.  It  would  be  a  rare  exigency,  indeed,  which  could 
justify  him  in  appropriating  for  dissection  the  body  of  his  pa- 
tienL  How  far  the  profession  should  be  on  the  alert  to  suppress 
the  crime  of  abortion,  to  expose  and  bring  to  punishment  the 
perpetrators,  to  aid  with  all  their  great  intelligence  and  oppor- 
tunities of  observation  the  miuisteni  of  the  law,  must  foe  left  for 
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them  to  determine.  Althougli  it  may  not  be  necesBary,  I  regard 
it  us  a  part  at  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  character  of 
the  crime  charged  against  these  defendants.  There  is  none  which 
equalH  it  in  nickedueBS,  or  in  its  terrible  consequences.  It  is 
greatly  to  be  feared  that  abortion  is  no  longer  confined  to  the 
victims  of  passion  and  seduction.  It  stalks  abroad  so  brazenly 
heralded,  that  childhood  in  its  most  guarded  home  may  see  and 
feel  its  corrupting  influences.  That  it  breaks  down  the  guards 
-of  public  and  private  chastity,  and  fills  the  ranks  of  prostitution, 
is  the  smallest  of  its  evils.  When  it  enters  the  domestic  circle, 
all  that  makes  homu  holy  and  blessed  withers  in  its  track;  purity 
of  thought  and  act,  the  respect  and  contidence  of  man  and  wife, 
the  pride  and  glory  of  children,  and  their  tender  care,  and  all 
regard  for  family  duties  and  responsibilities,  disappear  forever. 
Mt-dival  and  Surgical  Reporter. 

Pbaver  as  Medicink. — The  newspapers  say  that  a  religious 
£ect,  assuming  the  appropriate  designation  of  the  "  Peculiar  Peo- 
ple," has  established  a  hospital  in  London  fur  the  treatment  of 
disease  by  prayer  excluBively.  The  theory  is  that  disease  is  a 
visitation  of  God,  and  not  to  be  interfered  with  by  outside  agen- 
cies of  human  contrivance.  There  is  nothing  new  in  the  doctrine. 
It  was  the  prevalent  doctrine  in  the  dark  ages  of  antiquity,  when 
a  heathen  priesthood  monopolized  the  treatment  of  disease,  and 
when  incantations  and  orgies  of  various  kinds  constituted  the 
materia  medica.  AVe  do  not  doubt  that  the  hospital  of  the 
"  Peculiar  People  "  will  make  a  good  showing  of  success.  The 
large  majority  of  their  patients  would  get  well  if  left  to  nature 
alone,  without  tlie  aid  even  of  prayer;  and  uiiik  the  hope  and 
■conhdence  inspired  by  faith  in  that  instrumentality,  many  will 
recover  who  might  die  if  left  to  nature  alone.  With  the  innate 
leudeni-y  of  the  living  organism  to  cast  off  disease  and  restore 
healthy  action,  it  is  impossible  to  determine  precisely  the  parta 
performed  respectively  by  nature  and  by  medicine,  in  tho  cura- 
tive process.  Nut  even  the  professional  mind,  schooled  to  obser- 
vation on  such  subjects,  can  m^e  the  distinction,  except  in  a 
limited  proportion  of  cases.  For  this  reason  the  history  of  med- 
.  icine  is  a  history  of  delusions,  not  only  as  to  the  popular  mind, 
but  to  a  great  extent  among  professional  observers.  No  theory, 
DO  conceit,  no  superstition,  no  remedy,  but  has  had  its  believers, 
Jts  successes  and  its  triumphs.    Many  times  the  reputed  success 
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and  triumph  of  treatment  over  disease  is  in  reality  a  iriumph  of 
nature  over  both  disease  and  treatment.  Life  Is  not  easily  de- 
stroyed by  such  agencies  as  are  employed  with  the  design  of 
curing  disease.  How  many  women  are  there  at  any  given  time 
in  any  civilized  community  conspiring  against  the  young  life  in 
the  matrix,  and  doing  their  worst,  by  drugs  and  by  violence,  to 
destroy  its  vitality?  And  when  the  inherent  vis  of  the  germ  is 
capable  of  protecting  it  from  such  rude  assaults,  and  even  forcing 
its  growth  all  the  while,  what  wonder  is  it  that  the  same  preserv- 
ative energy  carries  the  fully  developed  being  safely  through  the 
shock  of  violence  or  of  unwise  medication?  And  to  return  to 
the  subject  of  pravei-  an  medicine,  if  people  will  get  well  without 
it,  why  not  with  it?  Nity,  let  ua  ask,  would  not  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  patients  of  the  "  Peculiar  People's  "  hospital 
recover  if  the  whole  current  of  prayer  were  offered  up  for  their 
death  instead  of  their  recovei'y? — Paci/iv  3Ie.d.  and  Surg.  Jour. 

EspERiMKKTAL  Science  in  Modern  Education. — In  the  first 
place,  then,  I  must  declare  my  conviction  that  no  educated  man 
can  espect  to  reahze  bis  best  possibilities  of  usefulness  without. 
a  practical  knowledge  of  the  methods  of  experimental  science. 
If  be  is  to  be  a  physiciau,  his  whole  success  will  depend  on  the 
skill  with  which  be  can  use  these  great  tools  of  modern  civilization,. 
If  he  is  to  be  a  Inwyer,  his  advancement  wilt  in  no  small  meas- 
ure be  determined  by  the  acuteuess  with  which  be  can  criticise 
the  manner  in  which  the  same  tools  have  been  used  by  bis  own 
or  his  opponent's  clients.  If  be  is  to  be  a  clerg^'man,  he  must 
take  sides  in  the  great  conflict  between  theology  and  science, 
which  is  now  raging  in  the  world,  and,  unk-ss  he  wishes  to  play 
the  part  of  the  doughty  knight  Don  Quixote,  and  tbiuks  ho  is 
winning  great  victories  by  knocking  down  the  imaginary  adver- 
saries which  his  ignorance  has  set  up,  be  must  try  the  steel  of 
his  adversary's  blade.  Let  me  be  fully  understood.  It  is  not  to 
be  expected  or  desired  that  many  of  our  students  should  become 
professional  men  of  science.  The  places  of  employment  for  sci- 
entific men  are  but  few,  and  moFe  in  future  than  in  the  past  tbey 
will  naturally  be  secured  by  those  whom  Nature  has  endowed 
with  special  aptitudes  or  tastes — usually  the  signs  of  aptitudes — 
to  investigate  her  laws.  That  uur  country  will  always  offer  an 
honorable  career  to  her  men  of  genius,  we  have  every  reason  to 
expect,  and  these  born  students  of  Nature  will  usually  follow  the 
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plain  inflications  o!  Provideuce  witbout  encouragemeDt  or  di- 
reclions  from  us.  It  ia  different,  however,  with  tlie  great  body 
of  earnest  students  who  are  conscious  of  no  special  aptitudes, 
but  who  are  desirous  of  doing  the  best  thing  to  fit  themaelTes 
for  usefulness  iu  the  world  ;  and  I  feel  that  anj  system  of  educa- 
iion  is  radically  defective  which  does  not  comprise  a  sufficient 
training  in  the  methods  of  experimental  science  to  make  the  mass 
«f  our  educated  men  familiar  with  this  tool  of  modern  civiliza- 
tion ;  so  that  when,  hereafter,  new  conquests  over  matter  are  an- 
nounced and  great  discoveries  are  proclaimed,  they  may  be  able 
not  only  to  nuderstand  but  also  to  criticise  the  methods  by  which 
the  assumed  have  been  reached,  and  thus  be  in  a  position  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  true  and  the  false.  Whether  we  will  or 
not,  we  must  live  under  the  direction  of  this  great  power  of 
modem  society,  and  the  only  question  is  whether  we  will  be  its 
ignorant  slave  or  its  intelligent  servant. — Pkof.  J.  P.  Cooke,  in 
Popular  Science  Monlhly  for  Sepli-mber. 

Te3tino  TouaHEMiD  Glass. — Glass  is  subject  to  sudden,  sharp 
blows,  either  from  articles  falling  dowu  on  other  substances  or 
from  extraueous  bodies  falhng  upon  or  being  brought  in  contact 
with  them.  Hence  it  is  clear  that  to  obtain  a  tnie  estimate  of 
the  new  process,  glass  must  be  subjected  to  tests  which  fairly 
represent  the  conditions  of  the  accideuls  to  which  it  is  ordinarily 
exposed.  This  estimate  has  been  arrived  at  repeatedly  by  plac- 
ing pieces  of  plate-glass  in  a  frame  and  allowing  weights  to  fall 
-on  them  from  given  heights.  One  experiment  from  a  number — 
and  which  was  made  publicly — will  illustrate  this  test:  A  piece 
of  ordinary  glass,  six  inches  long  by  five  inches  wide,  and  one- 
fourth  of  an  inch  thick,  was  placed  in  a  small  frame  which  sup- 
ported the  glass  around  its  edges,  and  kept  its  under  side  about 
half  an  inch  from  the  floor.  A  four-ounce  weight  was  dropped 
on  it  from  a  height  of  one  foot,  and  the  gl*^  w^s  broken.  A 
piece  of  toughened  glass  of  corresponding  dimensions  was  then 
placed  in  the  frame  and  the  same  weight  dropped  upon  it  several 
times  from  a  height  of  ten  feet,  but  without  fracturing  the  glass. 
An  eight-ounce  weight  was  then  substituted,  and  repeatedly 
dropped  upon  the  glass  from  the  same  height  as  before,  and  with 
the  same  result,  no  impression  whatever  being  made  upon  it. 
The  eight-ounce  weight  was  then  thrown  violently  upon  it  several 
iimes,  bat  without  damaging  it.    Its  destruction,  however,  was 
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finally  accomplished  by  mdaos  of  a  hammer.  Perhaps  the  most 
crocial  test  to  which  tougkeDed  glass  could  be  put  would  be  to 
let  it  fall  on  iron.  This  has  been  done,  and  in  public  too.  A 
.  thin  glass  plate  was  dropped  from  a  height  of  four  feet  oii  to  an 
iron  grating,  from  which  it  rebounded  about  one  foot,  sustaining 
no  injury  whatever. — Popular  Science  Monthly  for  Si'plembn: 

Recovery  from  Lights ino-Stboke. — In  his  valuable  work  on 
"The  Maintenance  of  Health,"  Br.  Fotbcrgill  has  the  following 
on  resuscitation  after  lightniag-atroke :  "  Persons  struck  by  light- 
ning are  not  always  dead  when  they  appear  to  be  so.  There  are 
few  recoveries  from  this  state,  because  no  means  are  tried  to  re- 
store the  sufferer.  In  the  tropics  there  are  many  iustauces  of 
persons  struck  down  by  lightning,  recovering  after  a  heavy  thun- 
der shower;  and  it  would  appear  that  cold  affasion  to  the  body 
has  a  decided  action  in  such  cases.  The  injured  cannot  be  harmed 
by  the  free  use  of  cold  water,  and  if  only  an  occasional  recovery 
took  place  it  vould  be  well  worth  the  pains  bestowed.  The  per- 
Bons  BO  injured  should  have  cold  water  poured  or  dashed  freely 
over  them." — From  Popular  Science  Monthly  for  September. 

ExTEHMAL  Use  of  Chlobal  Uvdrate. — A  writer  in  the  Canada- 
Medical  Record  recommends  a  solntion  of  chloral  hydrate  in 
water,  from  three  to  five  grains  to  the  ounce,  as  a  substitute  for 
carbolic  acid  for  external  use.  Its  effect  on  ulcers  is  prompt  and 
admirable,  and  a  case  of  eczema  was  successfully  treated  by  it. 
In  cases  of  amputation,  where  the  surfaces  took  on  unhealthy 
action,  the  solution  changed  their  character  and  removed  the 
difficulty  in  twenty-four  hours.  It  removes  fetor,  is  clean  and 
neat,  does  not  stain,  and  stimulates  granulations  without  destroy- 
iBg  them. 

Chloral  hydrate  has  also  been  used  in  Germany  as  an  anti- 
eeptic  application  in  cancer  of  the  uterus.  A  strong  solution — 
one  part  to  twelve  of  water — is  applied  by  means  of  cotton.  Dr. 
Goodell  of  Philadelphia  also  speaks  highly  of  it  as  a  purifying 
and  deodorizing  agent— Paci^  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 

The  Medical  and  Surgicai  Reporter  says :  "  Framing  diplomas- 
for  one's  office  is  entirely  proper.  The  card  you  send  announc- 
ing 'calls  promptly  attended  to,  day  or  night,  city  or  country,' 
is  not  contrary  to  ethics,  but  appears  to  us  in  question  able,  taste.'." 
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pROr.  Pajot,  of  Paris,  aams  np  hie  viewa  upon  asmsthesia  in 
labor  tbns:  "True  anceMhetaa  applied  to  labor  is  a  serions  and 
scientific  proceeding  tbat  can  be  discnssed.  Its  dangers  and 
diaadTantagOH  appear  to  as  greater  than  its  advantageB. 

The  pretended  semi-amEsthesia  is  as  nseless  as  inoffensive. 
It  has  nothing  scientific  or  serioas  about  it.  It  can  be  placed 
alongside  those  oUier  dilatoiy  means  that  act  on  the  imagination 
of  the  woman,  and  that  gain  time,  when  in  natural  labor  there 
is  need  of  nothing  else.  They  can  make  women  think  they  would 
have  suffered  more  had  it  not  been  for  the  semi-aniestbesia. 
Chloroform  will  be  for  the  woman  in  cbild-bed  like  Providence, 
that  it  is  always  necessary  to  thank  when  one  breaks  one  leg — 
both  might  have  been  broken. — Med.  Exam. 

"A  Beseat  Fona  the  Sistdm." — The  following  "Reseat"  was 
given  by  a  traveling  doctor  to  an  Indiana  man,  who  paid  him  ten 
dollars  for  it  and  his  advice: 

Sasaprile  theard  of 0^ 

Waboon  theard  of 0^ 

Wild  Cherry  qnartr  of  .        .  0? 

One  pint  of  Alkhol. 
2  pound  of  Shugr. 
One  pint  of  wattr. 
Conmlit  All. 
pr  dos  one  swaller  3  times  pr  dy  Before  Eating. 


A  Report  os  the  Hvoiehe  of  the  United  States  Arut,  with 
descriptions  of  the  military  ports,  is  one  of  those  documents 
popularly  known  as  circulars,  from  the  official  orders  prefacing 
them,  that  emanate  from  the  Snrgeon  General's  office.  Tbis  is 
promulgated  by  circular  8,  IBl^, 

About  one  hundred  and  eighty  garrisoned  places  are  care- 
fully described,  and  from  a  study  of  them  one  can  obtain  a  very 
fitir  notion  of  the  medical  geography  of  the  country.  Some  of 
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these  reports  discuss  aabjects  which  are  of  importance  to  civilians 
as  well  as  to  military  men:  aa,  for  example,  the  Bocky  Mountain 
region  as  a  resort  for  consumptives;  the  effect  of  over-crowding 
and  want  of  ventiUtioD;  food  in  its  relation  to  work.  And  as 
they  are  made  by  intelligent  men,  who  have  no  local  prejudices 
to  influence  them,  the;  are  valuable  contributions  to  sanitary 
Bcieuce. 

The  preliminary  Eeport  ou  Hygiene  is  a  brief  but  clear-treated 
paper  on  some  important  topics,  drawn  up  by  Assistant  Surgeon 
Billings.  >Ve  have  only  room  for  his  rational  remarks  on  hospi- 
talism: "As  regards  deleterious  gases  this  [free  ventilation]  will 
do  very  well;  but  the  real  danger  of  hospitalism  arises  from  solid 
particles,  probably  living,  and  the  results  of  attempting  to  dilute 
these  have  been  and  will  continue  to  be  *  *  [that]  the  prob- 
ability of  infection  for  one  exposure  may  be  diminished,  but  when 
the  small  particle  does  happen  to  be  present,  its  effect  will  be 
the  same  as  though  no  dilution  had  been  attempted.  *  *  it 
seems  probable  that  they  increase  in  violence  by  successive  trans- 
missions *  *  and  I  do  not  believe  that  any  system  of  hospi- 
tal construction  or  ventilation  will  prevent  hospitalism  which 
does  not  allow  of  a  much  more  minute  classificatiou  of  cases  than 
is  now  practicable,  and  in  which  ample  provision  is  not  made  for 
the  isolation  of  cases  when  needed." 

The  volume  is  a  credit  to  the  profession,  and  especially  to  the 
Army  Medical  Department;  and  is  one  of  those  occasional  publi- 
catious  that  add  to  the  respect  felt  for  thia  branch  of  the  public 
service . 

Ibb  Manaubhekt  op  Eczbm*.     By  L.  Duncan  Balkley,  A.M.,  M.D.,  New 

York:  G.  P.  Putuam'a  Sons.     I8T5.     Octavo;  boardu;  pp.  22. 

We  doubt  not  there  are  many  of  our  readers  who  may  gather 

new  and  most  useful  thoughts,  of  practical  value  in  the  "  man- 

i^ement "  of  obstinate  and  most  vexing  cases  of  eczema,  from 

,  this  little  brochure  of  I>r.  Bulkloy.     We  extract  from  the  preface 

A  paragraph  which  will  give  an  insight  into  his  ideas: 

"  The  aim  of  the  following  pages  is  to  impress  the  fact  that 
-while  eczema  is  a  disease  sui  generis,  it  is  not  to  be  treated  ab- 
stractly as  such,  but  that  rather  the  patient  is  to  be  restored  to 
health;  that  eczema  depends  upon  many  different  conditions,  and 
is  consequently  amenable  to  the  most  varied  measures,  so  that 
its  treatment  is  better  styled  the  management  of  eczema." 
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Anatomy  or  thb  Bullet- track,  and  Cicatrices  of  the  Wounds  of 
Entrance  and  Eisit  By  Middleton  Michel,  M.D.,  Professor 
of  PliyBiology  in  Sledical  College  of  South  Carolina.  Charles- 
ton: 1875.    Pamphlet,  pp.  li. 

Cani^boid  OB  Epithbuom*  of  tbf,  Lowbblxp;  Mojifiod  Oiiaralion  for  its 
Hemoval;  Cure.  B;  Midaietoii  MicLel,  U.D.,  ttc.  Cliurlestou:  1875. 
I'umphlet,  pp.  G. 

Dr.  Michel  proposes  to  revive  an  old  method,  bv  which  the 
mucoas  lining  of  the  Up  and  the  integument  are  preserved  as  far 
AS  possible,  instead  of  sacrificing  the  whole  by  the  usual  Y-shaped 


PmsioLofiicAL  Action  of  Of.lsemia.  By  J.  Ott,  M.D.,  Demonstra- 
tor of  Pliysiology  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  12  mo, 
pamphlet,  pp.  17. 

A  Refobt  on  TmcHiKogis,  as  observed  in  Dearborn  county,  ludi- 
ana,  in  1874.  By  George  Sutton,  M.D.,  Aurora,  Indiana. 
8  vo.,  pamphlet,  pp.  23. 

Steiger's  Ci.iasiFiED  Catalooub  of  American,  British,  German, 
and  French  Periodicals  in  the  Departments  of  Medical  Sci- 
ences, Chemistry,  Pharmacy,  etc.,  June,  1875.  To  be  had  of 
E.  Steiger,  22  Frankfort  street,  New  York. 

We  bav£  received  the  annual  circulars  and  catalogues  of  the 
following  Medical  Colleges:  BeUevue  Hospital  Medical  College, 
NewTork;  University- of  Nashville,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  National 
Medical  College  of  the  Columbian  University,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Thb  Other  Side  of  the  Matter  of  proprietary  advertising  ia 
pat  in  a  pointed  way  by  a  recent  communication  from  another  of 
oar  subscribers: 

"  I  have  just  read  your  editorial,  'An  Honest  Confession  is 
<3ood  for  the  Soul,'  and  I  trust  that  the  censor's  anxieties  and 
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apprebeoBJODS,  lest  the  '  profession  be  circumvented,'  are  som^- 
wbat  quieted.  Tbe  subscriber  would  not  only  make  tbe  (editors 
and  publishers  the  gnardJaoB  of  the  perplexed,  the  unnary  and 
the  credulous,  but  be  seems  anwilling  that  'the  proprietary 
scoundrels'  should  assist  in  furnishing  him  vitb  a  most  excel- 
lent medical  journal.  He  snbmite  to  you,  '  should  such  things 
be?'  If  not,  then  let  tbe  subscribers  furnish  the  remedy — that 
is,  increase  their  subscription  fees  so  as  to  prevent  the  necessity 
and  render  the  journal  independent  of  all  such  outside  aid.  Don't 
you  concede  too  much  to  the  festidious  complaints  of  your  sub- 
scriber? Isn't  there  a  palpable  distinctioo  between  the  jonmaL 
proper  and  the  advertising  sheets  that  envelop  it?  'A  proper 
degree  of  circumspection '  should  certainly  be  incumbent  upon 
the  readers  of  advertisements,  and  they  alone  should  be  helti 
responsible  for  the  extent  to  which  they  may  be  influenced  by 
the  blarney,  the  trappings  and  the  paraphernalia." 

Wabm  Spbisos,  N.  C,  Aug.  II,  1876. 
Dbas  JonRNAL: 

Here  I  am,  upon  the  banks  of  the  beautiful  French  Broad,, 
sway  flora  the  din,  dust  and  bustle  of  the  city,  surrounded  by  all 
that  is  lovely  in  the  way  of  scenery,  with  invigorating  mountain, 
air,  devoid  of  all  the  doubtful  odors;  and  I  am  better — yes,  I  may 
say  I  am  myself  again. 

Just  one  week  ago  I  arrived  here,  jaded  and  worn — yes,  sick 
from  the  toils,  responsibilities,  anxieties  and  perplexities  incident' 
to  the  life  of  an  active  practitioner,  and  to-day  I  feel  like  a  new 
being.  And  what  has  wrought  this  great  change  in  so  short  a. 
time?  Is  it  the  result  of  the  warm  baths,  which  are  so  agreeable 
and  soothing  to  to  tbe  nervous  system,  or  the  sulphur,  saline,  or 
chalybeate  waters  which  we  find  here?  or  is  it  this  bracing  moun- 
tain air,  mountain  mutton,  mountain  trout,  etc,  with  complete- 
rest,  both  mental  and  physical  ?  I  attribute  my  rapid  restoration 
to  the  latter,  as  I  had  no  specific  malady,  but  was  simply  ex- 
hausted from  over-work  during  the  extreme  hot  weather  of  July. 

But  while  I  attribute  my  restoration  to  rest,  cool,  pure  moun- 
tain air,  beautiful  scenery,  etc.,  I  would  not  be  understood  as 
belonging  to  that  class  of  physicians  who  deny  the  efficacy  of 
mineral  waters  in  the  cure  of  disease.  Had  I  felt  otherwise, 
I  have  seen  enough  in  the  short  time  I  have  been  here  to  con- 
vince me  that  in  certain  classes  of  affections  much  may  be  accom- 
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pliahed  bj  the  jndicioas  use  of  the  baths,  and  in  others  by  drink- 
ing the  mineral  wfttere. 

The  snepicioD  and  incredality  with  which  the  mass  of  the- 
profession  look  upon  the  reported  results  of  minei'al  waters  is 
attributable  in  a  lai^e  degree  to  th#  wholesale  and  "cure-all" 
style  of  advertising  so  frequently  pursued  by  the  proprietors  of 
wateriDg-places,  and  whioh  smacks  of  quackery  to  the  extent 
that  it  can  but  be  repulsive  to  the  scientific  physician.  But, 
however  repulsive  the  surroundings,  should  it  deter  aa  from 
doing  what  is  so  plainly  our  duty  in  the  premises?  Should  we 
not  investigate  more  thoroughly  this  great  question,  that  we  may 
be  able  to  say  with  some  degree  of  certainty  what  may  be  ex- 
pected from  this,  to  the  patient,  more  popular  and  pleasant  mode 
of  treating  disease  ?  It  is  too  often  the  case  that  we  send  our 
patients  to  the  "  springs  "  with  the  hope  that  the  surroundings 
at  least  will  be  beneficial,  without  any  reference  whatever  to  the- 
character  of  the  waters,  which  in  many  iustances  are  in  no  way 
adapted  to  their  diseases.  This  is  all  wrong,  and  frequently  re- 
sults in  great  injury  to  our  patients. 

In  my  next  I  propose  to  discnss  the  character  of  the  waters 
as  well  as  the  surroundings  of  this  place,  and  make  some  sogges- 
tiona  as  to  their  action  and  the  class  of  cases  likely  to  be  benefited 
by  a  sojourn  here. 

Truly  yours,  W.  P.  Westuor  eland. 

To  MY  CoRBBSPONDENTs. — The  protracted  illness  of  my  wife- 
renders  it  necessary  that  I  should  return  to  my  family  at  Rome, 
Oa.,  where  my  correspondents  will  please  address  their  favors. 
To  the  readers  of  the  Journal  let  me  say  that  this  change  will 
in  no  respect  abate  the  deep  interest  which  I  feel  in  its  continued 
prosperity  and  usefulness;  nor  will  it  interfere  at  all  with  the 
industry  and  zeal  of  my  editorial  labors  upon  it.  The  corres- 
pondence of  the  Journal  should  be  addressed  as  heretofore  tO' 
Atlanta.  Bobert  Battet. 

Membrahods  Dtsmenorbhcea. — A  correspondent  sends  ns  the 
^.,  which  we  give  below,  for  Falk's  Antacrid  Tincture,  which 
was  published  before  the  war  in  the  New  Orleans  Medical  News 
and  EuepUal  OaieUe,  by  Dr.  Fenner,  and  highly  extolled  by  him 
as  a  remedy  in  dysmenorrhcea,  and  also  for  the  sterility  which 
80  frequently  attends  upon  that  malady.    Our  correspondeutr 
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himself,  has  ased  the  remedy  for  years,  aod  with  very  uniform 
and  happy  reenlts.  We  too  have  had  a  very  happy  experience 
in  the  use  of  the  same  prescription  in  the  common  forms  of  dys- 
meaorrhcea,  and  even  In  tme  membranous  dysmenorrhcea  we 
Lave  found  the  remedy  useful  in  mitigating  the  pains  attendant 
upon  the  epoch;  but  neither  this  nor  any  other  remedy  which 
has  come  to  oar  notice  has  proved  effective  in  controlUng  the 
expulsion  of  a  true  dyirmenorrkoial  membrane,  in  permanently 
curing  the  malady  known  as  membranous  dysmenorrhcea,  or  in 
inducing  pregnancy  in  a  married  woman  laboring  under  the  dis- 
ease. We  hope,  however,  to  do  a  good  service  to  our  younger 
readera  by  reproducing  the  formula  of  Dr.  Fenuer  for  • 
f4Lr's  ant  acrid  tikcture. 
R.— Gum  Giiaiac |j. 

Canada  Balsam, 3j. 

Oil  Saaeafraa, 3ij. 

Corrosive  Sublimate,      .....     3j. 

Alcohol,      .......         Sviii. 

Dissolve  the  guaiac  and  balsam  in  one-half  the  spirits  and 
the  sublimate  in  the  other.  Let  the  former  digest  for  a  week; 
then  pour  off  the  clear  liquor,  mis  with  the  sublimate  and  add 
the  oil. 

Dr.  Fenner  directs:  "I  usually  direct  the  patient  to  begin  a 
day  or  two  before  the  expected  period,  and  take  tivmly-Jiix  drops 
in  an  infusion  of  sage  or  sweetened  water,  night  and  morning, 
until  the  discharge  is  freely  established;  then  cease  until  the  nest 
period.  In  obBtinate  and  severe  cases,  the  medicine  should  be 
commenced  a  week  or  ten  days  before  the  period^  and  if  the  pain 
appears,  the  medicine  should  be  taken  every  four  or  six  hours 
until  relieved.  {It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  dose  of 
twenty-five  drops  represents  nearly,  or  quite,  one-twel/th  grain  of 
'Corrosive  sublimate. — En.)  The  pain  usually  disappears  as  soon 
as  the  discharge  becomes  free;  but  in  most  cases  the  discharge 
comes  on  without  pain  after  taking  a  few  doses.  I  have  known 
immediate  relief  to  be  given  by  a  single  dose,  token  in  the  par- 
oxysm; but  I  have  seen  cases  in  which  the  pain  was  excmciatingi 
causing  shrieks  and  even  violent  convnlsions.  In  such  I  have 
had  to  resort  to  a  more  promjit  and  efficient  anteethetic,  as  the 
inhalation  of  chloroform,  or  the  following,  which  I  have  often 
Jinown  to  act  like  a  charm: 
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R. — Spirit  camphor 3iij. 

Chloroform, 3ij, 

Tinct.  Opinm, 3].      M. 

"  Sig.  A  teaapoonfiil,  in  sweetened  water,  once  an  hour  antil 
relieved. 

"In  violent  hysterical  spaems  there  is  nothing  comparable  to 
the  inhalation  of  chloroform.  In  the  treatment  of  dysmenorrhcea 
it  is  important  to  obviate  coBtiveness  by  the  ose  of  aloetic  pills. 
"When  dysmenorrhcea  is  relieved  by  this  treatment,  conception 
almost  invariably  soon  occurs  in  married  women." 

"We  leabn  that  Dr.  James  H.  Pooley,  of  Tonkere,  N.  T.,  favor- 
ably known  to  our  readers  by  hia  occasional  contributions  to  our 
colnmns,  has  accepted  the  Professorship  of  Principles  and  Prac- 
tice of  Surgery  in  the  Starling  Medical  College  at  Columbus, 
Ohio. 

The  State  Board  op  Health  has  recently  issued,  through  a 
committee,  an  address  to  the  medical  profession  of  the  State, 
setting  forth  in  a  clear  and  forcible  light  the  objects  of  the  organ- 
ization and  the  ends  to  be  attained  by  its  labors.  The  organiza- 
tion of  this  Board  is  the  consummation  of  much  labor  upon  the 
part  of  prominent  and  earnest  members  of  the  profession  in 
Georgia  who  have  led  the  sentiment  of  the  masses  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  State  registration  and  public  hygiene  for  many  long  years. 
The  whole  profession  is  deeply  interested  in  the  success  of  this 
movement;  and  as  the  usefulness  of  this  Board  must  depend 
upon  the  manner  in  which  it  is  supported  by  the  great  mass  of 
the  profession  in  the  State,  we  trust  that  all  will  join  heartily  in 
support  of  the  movement  and  gladly  discharge  each  his  own  duty 
in  the  premises,  as  well  as  extend  to  the  Board  every  courtesy, 
sympathy  and  encouragement  in  their  public-spirited  and  gratu- 
itous labor.  We  copy  from  the  pamphlet  above  mentioned  the 
following: 

SPECIAL  EEQUEBT. 

The  chairmen  of  the  following  standing  committees  earnestly 
request  the  favor  of  prompt  assistance  from  their  professional 
brethren,  in  furnishing  data,  howeoer  briff,  ioz  the  preparation  of 
their  several  reports,  to  be  made  in  October  next: 

Endemic,  Epidemic  and  Contagious  Diseases — Report  to  Dr. 
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■Campbell  their  extent  of  region,  their  character,  nomber  of  cases, 
fatality  and  season  of  greatest  prevalence. 

Hygiene  of  Schools,  PrisoDS  and  Public  Institutions — Report 
to  Dr,  Nottinsham  the  sanitary  condition  of  such  institutions, 
with  the  kinds  and  amonnt  of  diseases,  and  degree  of  mortality; 
noticing  also  any  points  of  excellence,  or  any  obnoxious  features 
incident  to  their  management. 

Geology,  Topography,  &c — Report  to  Dr.  Little  all  pecnliar- 
ities  of  geology  and  topography  which  may  have  a  bearing  on 
the  health  of  the  locahty  in  which  you  reside. 

Poisons  and  Special  Sources  of  danger — Report  to  Dr.  Stan- 
ford all  facts  upon  the  subjects  confided  to  this  committee. 

Report  to  Dr.  Logan,  chairman  of  Hpecial  Committee,  all  facts 
bearing  on  vaccination  and  means  of  suppressing  small  pox. 
Joseph  P.  Logan, 

Chairman  (^Prudential  CommUlee. 

The  Crime  or  "Burking."— On  the  2fllb  of  November,  1827, 
an  old  man  by  the  name  of  Donald  died  in  West  Port,  one  of  the 
purlieus  of  EJinburg.  He  lodged  with  an  Irishman  named  Wil- 
liam Hare,  and  died  owing  him  four  ponnds.  His  creditor  saw 
but  one  way  of  reimbursing  himself,  and  that  was  by  disposing 
of  the  old  man's  body  to  the  doctors.  Hare  found  a  ready  accom- 
/plice  in  William  Burke,  another  Irishman,  and  also  one  of  his 
lodgers.  The  body  was  removed  from  the  coffin,  and  a  bag  of 
tanner's  bark  substituted  for  it.  The  lid  was  screwed  down  and 
the  little  fuueral  went  ofT  as  usual.  The  same  evening.  Hare  and 
Burke  stealthily  repaired  to  the  university,  and,  meeting  a  sta- 
-dent  iu  the  yard,  asked  for  the  rooms  of  Dr.  Monroe,  the  Profes- 
sor of  Anatomy.  The  student  happened  to  be  a  pupil  of  Knox's, 
and,  upon  discovering  their  ernind,  he  advised  them  to  try 
Knox's  place  in  Surgeon's  Square.  There  they  sold  the  body  for 
£7  10s.,  a  large  sum  for  them,  and  very  easily  obtained.  Tbey 
had  not  courage  to  go  into  the  regular  business  of  body-stealing, 
and  BO  Hare,  the  vilest  of  the  two,  suggested  a  fresh  stroke  of 
business,  which  was  to  inveigle  the  old  and  infirm  into  his  quar- 
ters and  "  do  for  them."  Hare  started  in  search  of  a  victim;  and, 
prowling  through  the  slums,  met  an  old  woman  half  drunk,  and 
asked  her  to  his  house.  He  gave  her  whisky  until  she  became 
comatose,  and  then  with  Burke's  assistance  stroogled  her.  The 
Jiody  brought  £10. 
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The  appetite  of  the  rampires  was  now  sharply  whetted,  and 
they  entered  system atically  upon  the  work  of  murder.  Vagrants, 
street- walkers,  and  imbeciles  were  allured  on  Tarious  pretexts  to 
the  house  of  Hare,  made  dead  drunk,  and  suffocated.  Embold- 
ened by  their  success,  tUey  began  to  pursue  their  thuggish  prac- 
tices even  in  daylight.  A  woman  named  Docherty  was  stifled, 
and  her  body  left  half-exposed  under  some  straw  was  seen  by 
two  lodgers,  wlio  notified  the  police.  Thirteen  victims  had  been 
secured  in  eleven  months,  and  all  taken  to  the  same  place  and 
sold.  The  prisoners  were  tried  December  24,  1828,  when  Hare, 
the  blackest  of  the  villains,  was  let  off  by  turning  "  state's  evi- 
'dence,"  and  Burke  was  convicted,  hanged  and  dissected. 

The  effect  produced  upon  the  pubhc  by  this  horrible  disclosure 
is  indescribable-  A  new  and  unheard-of  crime,  that  of  "  Burk- 
ing," was  added  to  the  list  of  atrocities  of  which  human  fiends 
«re  capable.  Astonishment  and  terror  spread  through  the  com- 
munity. Households  gathered  their  members  within  doors  be- 
fore dusk;  workmen  walked  home  from  their  night's  toil  in 
groups,  an  if  in  fear  of  being  waylaid.  The  facts  were  appalling 
'enough;  but  a  thousand  e>;aggeratioDs  and  inventions  filled  the 
air,  and  intensified  the  universal  excitement. — Frtrm  "A  Pojmlar 
Verdkt"  in  Popular  Science  Monthly  for  September. 

Note. — We  have  heard  the  above  story  a  little  diflerently 
related  by  a  well-informed  physician  of  Edinburgh.  It  was  a 
waife  of  the  Canon  Gate,  an  inoffensive  and  half-witted  boy,  gen- 
erally known  over  the  city  by  the'  nick-name  "  Doffy  Jim,"  who 
was  decoyed  into  the  obscure,  cheap  lodging  house  of  Hare  and 
"Burked,"  The  medical  student  above  referred  to  was  the  pro- 
sector and  anatomical  assistant  of  Knox,  and  was  none  other 
than  the  present  Ulustrious  snrgeon  of  Great  Britain,  Sir  William 
Perguson.  So  well  known  was  Doffy  Jim,  it  was  deemed  pru- 
dent to  remove  the  head  from  the  cadaver  and  consign  it  to  the 
^'  pit,"  where  it  was  subsequently  found.  This  circnmstance,  so 
tiuusual,  at  once  excited  remark  in  Knox's  lecture  room,  and  was 
aoou  coupled  with  the  other  observed  fact  of  the  sudden  and  un- 
accounted for  disappearance  of  Doffy  Jim  from  the  streets  where 
be  had  for  years  made  himself  useful  as  an  errand  boy.  Through 
Ferguson,  who  received  the  body,  it  was  traced  back  to  Burke 
aud  Hare.  The  former  was  executed,  and  bis  skeleton,  with  that 
of  Dofly  Jim,  is  still  to  be  seen  in  the  Museum  of  the  University 
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at  Edinburgh.  In  a  manner  acarcelj  satisfactory  at  tbls  day  to- 
the  people  of  Edinbargb,  Kdos  was  driven  forth  under  the  lash 
of  jioptilur  indigDation,  and  died  a  miserable  and  friendless  wan- 
derer in  the  earth,  whilst  Ferguson  found  refuge  ia  London,  and 
has  reaped  the  highest  honors  of  the  great  metrt^olis. 

We  arb  re<jcested  by  Dr.  Logan,  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  our  Gec^giii  readers  the  fol- 
lowing request,  which  we  trust  will  meet  with  a  prompt  and 
hearty  response  from  those  possessing  the  desired  information : 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  20tb,  1875. 

In  behalf  of  the  special  committee  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  upon  "  the  most  etfectual  means  of  preventing  small  pox, 
including  specially  a  more  thorough  vaccination,  and  the  isola- 
tion of  those  effected  with  the  disease,"  L  shall  be  obliged  for 
any  reports  of  facts  in  regard  to  the  occurrence  of  this  disease, 
with  statistics  as  to  number  of  cases,  whether  supposed  to  be 
-vaccinated,  and  rate  of  mortality.  It  is  desirable  that  these  re- 
ports should  not  be  delayed  longer  than  the  15th  of  September, 
1875.  Joseph  P.  Looan, 

Chairman  of  Special  Committee. 

Editors  Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal :. 

I  am  not  vain  enough  to  believe  that  my  poor  utterances  are 
likely  to  mislead  the  profession,  but  I  prefer  if  my  opinions  go 
to  the  public  at  all  that  they  should  present  the  real  facts  in  the 
case.  In  the  proceedings  of  ^e  Academy  of  Medicine,  appear- 
ing in  the  last  number  of  the  Journal,  I  am  represented  as  say- 
ing that  I  would  treat  all  fibroids  with  murialed  tinct.  of  iron. 
I  said  exactly  the  opposite. 

The  question  was  a  report  of  the  removal  of  a  uterine  polypus 
by  Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland.  I  said  I  had  not  failed  to  remove 
them  successfully  by  the  use  of  muriated  tincture  of  iron.  Dr. 
W.  asked  if  I  proposed  to  treat  all  fibroids  with  this  remedy.  I 
said  certainly;  if  all  fibroids  are  alike,  why  vary  the  treatment? 
I  then  asked  him  if  he  still  held  to  the  opinion  he  expressed  the 
day  before,  that  polypi  were  fibroids,  and  all  fibroids  were  alike; 
and  he  jocularly  said  yes.  Of  course  this  was  mere  tit  for  tat. 
I  then  said  that  while  I  had  treated  successfully  mucous  polypi 
in  this  way,  I  would  treat  fibroid  tumors  and  growths  by  other 
methods.  J:4o.  M.  Johnson,  M.D. 
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AN.ffi3THESIA  IN  LABOR. 

Bt  K.  F.  MOOSE,  If.U.,  KvoitilU,  OuwtDU)  Comm,  Oa. 
Btad  b^ore  MidtB«  Oeorgkt  Medioal  Sodity,  July  26,  1675. 

Apropos  of  the  discaBsion  of  ansoBthesiit  in  obstetrics  is  the 
Iftst  several  meetinga  of  the  Academy  of  Medidne  of  Atlanta,  as 
also  a  paper  in  Atianta  Mbdiou.  and  Surgioal  Jocrhai.  for  Ma?, 
1875,  by  B.  H.  Washington.  M.D.,  on  "  Dry  Capping  in  Phleg- 
masia Dolens,"  I  have  thoogbt  it  not  inappropriate  to  prepare 
for  onr  society  a  short  paper  on  the  sabjeot  of  Anaesthesia  to 
Zjabor. 

Neither  in  the  discnseions  above  referred  to,  nor  in  Dr.  Wash- 
ington's paper,  has  any  attempt  been  made  at  an  explanation  as 
to  the  modim  operandi  in  which  antesthesia  is  beneficial  in  labor, 
other  than  relief  from  pain.  It  is  tme  that  mention  was  made 
by  Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson  of  rigid  os  or  nnyielding  perineam,  with 
violent  pains,  as  cases  or  conditions  indicating  the  nse  of  ansss- 
thesia,  but  how  it  was  beneficial,  or  why  the  rigid  os  or  unyield- 
ing perineum  relaxed  nnder  its  infiaence,  without  at  the  same 
time  relaxing  the  fondus,  remains  yet  to  be  explained.  It  is  also 
tme  that  Dr.  Washington,  in  his  paper  on  phlegmasia  dolens, 
has  told  us  that  dry  capping  on  the  spinal  colamn  would  relax 
the  rigid  oa  and  external  parts,  while  it  would  bring  on  contrac- 
tions of  the  fundus;  but  without  some  further  explanation  as  to 
how  this  was  probacy  accomplished,  his  views  might  be  consid- 
ered, as  a  medical  friend  expressed  it  to  me  while  discussing  the 
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article,  "too  fine  span."  It  ia  an  attempt  at  an  elucidation  of 
tbia  sabject  that  prompts  the  inditement  of  thin  pq^per. 

It  ma7  8e«in  a  little  preBnmptaotia  in  one  of  my  age  to  attempt 
an  etacidation  of  a  gubject  wliich  has  jaet  been  handled  by  men 
of  long  experience  and  extended  observation  and  reeearch;  bat  I 
do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  assuming  to  myself  any  saperior 
knowledge  upon  this  sabject,  nor  of  presenting  anything  new  to 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Academy  or  Br.  Washington,  but  of  calling 
attention  to  what  they  seem  to  bare  overlooked,  and  which  is 
necessary  to  strengthen  Dr.  Washington's  paper,  as  also  Drs.  J. 
M.  Johnson,  Taliaferro  and  others  who  have  timidly  confessed 
that  they  could  be  persuaded  under  very  trying  circumstances  to 
use  chloroform  in  labor,  (the  verdict  of  a  Boston  jury  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.) 

I  have  always  been  a  firm  advocate  for  autesthesla  in  labor, 
and  have  bestowed  no  little  thought  upon  the  subject  from  my 
first  case  until  now;  Euid  though  I  have  made  almost  an  habitual 
use  of  it,  I  have  yet  to  see  the  first  untoward  symptom  resulting 
from  it;  and  were  I  a  woman,  and  my  accoucheur  refused  to  givo 
me  chloroform,  other  things  being  equal,  I  shonld  at  least  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  getting  another  "  granny."  Of  course  every 
condition  which  would  otherwise  contraindicate  its  use  should  be 
looked  well  into,  and  exceeding  caution  observed.  I  always 
watch  its  effect  upon  the  circulation  and  respiration  especially. 

X  have  never  used  any  other  agent  in  obstetrics  than  chloro- 
form, though  it  requires  some  little  courage  to  acknowledge  it  in 
these  times  of  extreme  fashion  in  medicine.  Just  here  I  will 
venture  the  belief  that  the  scare  and  fright  from  chloroform, 
(which  reminds  one  of  a  drove  of  black  birds  being  shot  at  in  a 
wheat  patch)  is  more  of  fashion  than  anything  else.  We  are 
taught  that  chloroform  ia  a  powerful  braiu  sedative;  that  the 
brains  of  those  who  die  from  chloroform  have  been  found  to  be 
almost  free  from  blood.  And  we  know,  as  J.  Marion  Sims  ex- 
presses it,  "  the  efforts  of  parturition  cause  cerebral  congestion, 
which  counteracts  the  tendency  to  syncope  from  chloroform." 

To  come  more  directly  to  the  subject,  we  propose  to  give  our 
idea  as  to  how  chloroform  hastens  tabor,  or  how  dry  capping 
may  possibly  have  the  effect  ascribed  to  it  by  Dr.  Washington. 
We  confess  that  reason  doesn't  seem  to  impress  us  with  as  much 
confidence  in  the  remedy  proposed  by  Dr.  Washington  as  hia 
experience  does  him;  yet  we  might  be  otherwise  taught  by  exper- 
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iment,  and  we  think  it  fnlly  worth  while  trying  it,  and  hope  to 
hear  from  others.  The  great  ganglionic  or  sympathetic  system 
of  nerveb,  it  will  be  reoaembered,  preside  over  those  organs  over 
which  the  consciouenoss  and  the  will  have  no  Immediate  control, 
and  that  the  organs  thns  supplied  are  mnch  less  soBceptible  to 
external  impreseions  than  those  supplied  by  the  cerebro- spinal 
i^'stem.  It  will  also  be  remembered  that  they  respond  much 
mora  slowly  to  stimuli,  and  are  much  more  slowly  affected  by 
narcotics  or  antestliesin  tbaii  those  under  the  control  of  the  cere- 
bro-spinal  system.  Tbis  is  demonstrated  to  ns  in  our  every-day 
observation.  Who  does  not  know  that  our  involuntary  and  more 
vital  organs  are  the  last  to  succumb  to  the  indnence  of  an  anies- 
thetic  or  narcotic?  If  this  were  not  the  case  wa  could  not  use 
auiesthesia  at  all;  for  if  the  sympathetic  system,  and  the  organs 
supplied  by  it,  were  equiJly  and  as  easily  brought  under  the  in- 
fluence of  aniBsthelics  as  those  under  thu  cerebro-spinal  system, 
we  might  espect  the  heart,  which  is  almost  wholly  supplied  by 
the  sympathetic,  to  become  antesthetized  as  soon  as  any  other 
muscle;  but  to  the  contrary  we  find  the  heart  to  be  the  last  to 
yield  to  its  influence.  So  with  all  the  organs,  in  proportion  to 
the  supply  of  influence  from  the  sympathetic  system.  Even  in 
those  orgiins  supplied  from  both  systems,  the  response  to  stimu- 
lus is  much  more  sluggish  than  where  there  is  no  sympathetic 
distributions.  This  can  be  better  illustrated  io  the  case  of  the 
eye,  by  the  stimulating  iuflnence  of  light  over  the  alternate  ex- 
pansion and  contractions  of  the  pupil. 

"The  ophthalmic  ganglion  sends  off  a  number  of  ciliary 
nerves,  which  are  distributed  to  the  iris;  receiving  also  a  sensa- 
tive  root  from  the  ophthalmic  branch  of  the  fifth  pair,  and  a  motor 
root  from  the  oculo-motoriws."  The  reflex  movements  of  the 
iris  exhibit  conspquontly  a  somewhat  sluggish  character,  caused 
by  the  intervention  of  sympathetic  influence. 

The  changes  in  the  si/o  of  the  |)npil  do  not  tako  place  instan- 
taneously with  the  variation  in  the  amount  of  light,  but  always 
require  an  appreciabk'  interval  of  time.  If  wo  pass  suddenly 
from  a  brilliantly  lighted  apartment  into  a  darj;  room,  we  are 
unable  to  dititingiiisli  surrounding  objects  nntil  a  certain  time 
has  elapsed,  and  the  expansion  of  the  pupil  has  taken  place;  and 
viHion  continues  to  grow  more  and  more  distinct  for  a  consider- 
able period  afterward,  ns  the  expansion  of  the  pupil  becomes 
more  complete. 
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Fnrthermore,  if  we  paae  from  a  dork  room  into  a  bright  aon- 
shine,  we  are  immediatel;  consdotie  <rf  a  painfol  senaation  in  the- 
eye,  which  lasts  for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  and  which 
resnlta  from  the  inability  of  the  popil  to  contraot  with  snfficient 
rapidity  to  shut  ont  the  excessive  amoont  of  light  This  showft 
that  even  when  an  organ  is  supplied  from  both  systems,  that  the 
Bympathetic  connteracts  the  rapid  action  which  the  cerebro- 
spinal wonld  otherwise  exert. 

Now  we  find  that  the  nterns  thronghoat  its  whole  estent,  and 
especially  the  fundus,  is  largely  under  the  control  of  the  hypo- 
gastric ganglia  of  the  sympathetic  system.  ludeed  the  gravid' 
uterus  is  almost  entirely  under  its  influence,  as  we  learn  from 
Dr.  Robert  Lee's  beautiful  anatomy  of  the  nerves  of  the  gravid 
uterus.  The  cervix  and  vagina  are  supplied  from  both  systems, 
but  in  the  vaginal  canal  the  cerebro-apinal  nerves  predominate, 
and  as  we  approach  the  external  opening  we  find  the  sphincter 
vBginie  and  perineal  muscles  entirely  under  the  control  of  the 
cerebro-spinal  system. 

We  have  already  shown  that  the  spiaal  aystem  is  much  more 
susceptible  to  auEGsthesia  than  the  sympathetic,  and  indeed  may 
for  some  time  become  anaesthetized  before  the  sympathetic  is  at 
all,  or  but  slightly  affected;  hence  aa  the  cervix  and  vaginal  canal 
are  largely  supplied  from  the  cerebro -spinal,  and  the  external 
v^inal  and  perineal  muscles  wholly  supplied  from  it,  while  the 
fundus  of  the  gravid  uterus  is  almost  or  entirely  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  sympathetic,  we  can  easily  see  how  aniesthesia 
would  not  interfere  with  the  contractions  of  the  uterus,  unless 
long  continued,  while  it  would  cause  relaxation  of  the  cervix  and 
external  genitals. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  tpeak  of  the  manner  in  which  I  nse  it. 
I  have  accomplished  the  object  sought  in  the  paper.  But  some 
one  may  want  to  know  my  plan,  and  I  will  briefly  state  it.  I 
rarely  give  it  in  the  first  stage  of  labor,  bat  begin  with  the  sec- 
ond stage,  and  give  it  moderately  until  labor  is  over.  Rarely 
ever  carry  it  to  complete  ancesthesia,  but  keep  my  patient  snfB- 
ciently  under  its  influence  to  sleep  during  the  intervals  between 
pains.  Have  often  had  them  to  express  themselves  as  passing 
through  the  most  trying  ordeal  of  a  woman's  life  "on  flowery 
beds  of  ease."  Were  we  called  to  a  man  who  was  compelled  to- 
Bufl'er  for  the  same  length  of  time  half  the  pain  aaually  endured. 
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■by  women,  we  would  not  hesitate  to  do  all  in  ooi  power  to  re- 
lieve liim:  why  then  withhold  it  from — 

>•  Woman,  dear  womaD,  whom  form  and  whoae  soul 

Ih  the  life  and  the  light  of  each  spell  ir«  panao; 
Whether  sonaed  at  the  tropics  or  ohilled  at  the  pule. 
If  woman  be  there,  there  is  happineeB  too." 


AN  UirtJSDAL  AHNTTLAE  OOHTKAOTIOH  01  THE  DTEEUS 
SUfilNG  LABOfi. 

Bi  £.  ItiBOS,  U.n..  or  Wmmpu,  Au. 

On  Jaly  the  27th,  1876,  6  o'clock  p.m.,  I  was  called  to  aee  Mrs 
D.  J.  S.,  ft  short,  stont-built  lady,  of  lymphatic  temperament,  in 
her  first  labor.  I  was  informed  that  she  had  been  in  hard  labor 
since  1  o'clock,  at  which  time  the  membranes  were  mptored  and 
a  very  large  qaantity  of  water  discharged.  Her  general  condi- 
tion was  good,  poise  normal  and  skin  very  pleasant  The  char- 
acter  of  the  pains  indaced  me  to  think  that  she  was  in  the  last 
stage  of  labor,  and  I  mWe  an  immediate  examination.  I  was 
astonished  to  find  the  os  uteri  dilated  scarcely  enough  to  admit 
my  index  finger;  it  was,  however,  very  soft  and  dilatable,  bat 
<iaite  thick.  I  coald  reach  the  presenting  part  of  the  foetna  with 
some  difficulty,  which  I  found  to  be  the  breech.  Although  the 
pains  seemed  to  be  violent  expulsive  efforts,  returning  about 
-every  five  minutes,  ^et  there  was  no  downward  pressure.  The 
uterus  seemed  to  be  morbidly  exercised;  there  was  no  power  in 
the  fibres  which  tend  to  force  the  fundus  towards  the  os,  while 
those  (hat  approximate  the  sides  of  the  womb  seemed  to  bold 
the  foetus  perfectly  still.  I  gave  a  large  dose  of  castor  oil,  which 
■acted  well  by  8  o'clock,  and  I  then  f;ave  about  a  half  grain  of 
sulphate  of  morphine.  Her  pains  soon  became  less  in  frequency 
-and  force,  and  she  slept  a  good  deal  during  the  night 

At  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  her  pains  bad  become 
fievere  again,  witboat  any  change  in  their  character.  I  made 
Another  examination,  and  vas  still  more  surprised  to  find  the  os 
bat  very  little  more  dilated  and  the  presentiDg  part  just  where  I 
had  left  it  at  my  last  examination.  I  now  watched  the  pains 
»ery  closely,  and  fotmd  them  very  peculiar.    Daring  the  first 
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port;  there  would  be  slight  downwanl  presaore,  then  enddeD 
spasmodic  presaare  upwards.  The  position  at  the  womb  wa& 
Tery  mnch  to  the  right  eide,  which  was  onlj  partially  remedied 
by  keeping  the  patient  on  her  left  aide.  Aboat  10  o'clock  she 
complained  of  some  pain  in  her  head,  and  her  pntae  had  become 
too  fnll.  I  bled  her  and  gave  another  dose  of  morphine,  hoping 
to  relax  the  syatem  and  overcome  this  novel  coudition  ahe  was 
in.  After  several  honra  of  comparative  rest,  the  pains  aaanmed 
their  original  character,  without  accomplishing  anything  effect- 
ive towards  deliyeiy.  I  had  already  announced  to  the  family 
£he  great  hazard  to  which  the  child  was  expoaed. 

In  the  afternoon  it  was  very  clear  that  my  patient  waa  be- 
coming exhausted,  and  that  she  would  not  be  delivered  by  the 
efforts  of  nature  alone.  About  this  time  my  attention  was  di- 
rected to  the  appearance  of  the  patient's  abdomen,  which  had 
caused  her  lady  friends  to  predict  that  she  would  have  twins. 
The  otenis  slightly  represented  two  tumors,  one  above  and  the 
other  below,  which  peculiarity  could  be  recognized  by  careful 
examination  with  the  hand.  My  friend  Dr.  Qreen,  whom  I  bad- 
sent  for  several  hours  before,  arrived  about  6  o'clock  p.m.,  and 
we  proceeded  to  attempt  a  delivery.  The  os  waa  still  undilated, 
and  the  uterus  hung  down  over  the  presenting  part  like  a  bag. 
We  could  dilate  the  os  sufficiently  to  pass  the  forceps,  but  the 
breech,  which  presented  towards  the  right  acetabulum,  was  so 
high  that  it  was  iinposaible  to  apply  the  instrument.  We  made 
many  futile  attempts  to  use  the  blunt  hook  and  our  hands,  to 
bring  down  the  breech.  Failing  in  all  these  efforts,  I  determined 
to  pass  my  hand  into  the  uterus  itself,  and,  if,  posaible,  find  oat 
the  difficulty.  Having  oiled  my  hand  well,  after  long  continued 
pressure  I  succeeded  in  passing  it  over  the  right  hip  of  the  foetus 
nntil  I  could  reach  the  groin  with  my  finger;  my  hand  was  now 
even  with  the  umbilicus  of  the  patient.  By  careful  examination 
when  there  waa  no  pain,  I  found  the  body  of  the  child  embraced 
by  a  band-like  contraction,  which  became  hard  and  tense  during 
pain.  Finding  that  I  did  not  have  power  in  my  hand  to  overcome 
this  contraction  and  bring  the  breech  down,  I  passed  a  blunt 
book  over  the  right  thigh  into  the  groin,  and  while  Dr.  Oreen 
kept  up  gentle  traction,  I  manipulated  with  my  hand.  After  we 
succeeded  in  getting  the  shoulders  to  pass  the  coBtraction,  we 
bad  no  further  trouble.  As  soon  as  the  child  waa  delivered,  I 
passed  my  hand  again  into  the  uterus  to  remove  the  placenta. 
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and  fotmd  it  attadied  to  the  right  side,  jnst  above  the  oontr&ty 
tion;  I  remoTfld  it  without  moch  difficulty.  I  applied  cold  exter- 
nal!; and  gave  a  dose  of  Sqoibb's  fluid  extract  of  ergot,  and  yery 
§oon  had  a  firm  contraction  of  the  whole  organ.  Hemtm-hage 
waa  ver;  profuse  for  a  few  minutes.  The  infant  was  dead,  but 
the  mother  recovered  without  an  onpleasant  symptom. 

I  have  been  thoa  minate,  and  perhaps  tedious,  in  reporting 
this  case,  which  may  not  be  as  interesting  to  others  as  it  has 
been  to  ma  It  is  something  new  to  me;  I  have  never  seen  nor 
read  of  a  case  simnlating  "  hour-glass  ooatraction  "  of  the  uterus 
before  the  expulsion  of  the  foetus.  I  did  not  give  the  patient 
chloroform  because  her  friends  were  very  much  opposed  to  her 
taking  any  anaesthetic 


BLOOD-I^TTINa. 

Bt  M.  E.  MAY,  M.D..  Atbiih,  Tent. 


EdUoTs  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal: 

In  your  last  issue,  under  the  caption  of  "A  Lost  Art,"  taken 
from  the  SL  Louis  Seoord  of  June,  we  find  that  the  editor  thanks 
heaven  that  it  is  a  lost  art. 

In  ancient  times  the  sibyls  and  priests  were  placed  upon  the 
tripod  to  deliver  oracles;  but  we  were  under  the  impression  that 
an  editor  in  his  sanctum  sanclorinn,  at  the  present  time,  mounts 
his  tripod  to  give  us  facta  predicated  upon  reason,  or  some  basis 
on  which  conclusions  might  be  drawn  in  support  of  his  asser- 
tions. When  the  editor  of  the  St,  Louis  Secord  congratulated 
himself  that  blood-letting  was  a  lost  art,  and  saw  proper  to  hurl 
his  philippics  against  the  "Nestor  of  American  surgery,"  be- 
cause he  (Dr.  8.  G.  Gross)  entertained  views  antipodal  to  his 
own,  would  it  not  have  been  in  accordance  with  professional 
Gourteey  and  legitimate  discussion  to  have  given  his  reasons  why 
and  wherefore  he  indulged  in  his  aoimadversions?  If  blood- 
letting is  "a  lost  art,"  the  fact  has  not  been  developed  to  some 
of  the  most  distinguished  members  of  the  medical  profession, 
as  I  will  endeavor  to  prove  by  citations  from  their  works  and 
speeches.  3ir  James  Paget,  BarL,  delivered  an  addrese  before 
the  British  Medical  Association  a  short  time  ago,  in  which  he 
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advocated  the  ose  of  blood-letting  aod  gave  bia  reasons  therefor. 
At  the  same  tinio  he  advised  the  yonnger  members  of  the  piu- 
feasion  not  to  be  deterred  from  its  ose.  {Med.  Times  and  Oat.) 
A  short  time  afterwards  Benjamin  W.  Bichardaon,  M.D.,  F.B.S., 
"remarked  that  the  speech  of  Sir  James  Paget  at  Korwich  on 
the  practice  of  blood-letting"  has  ore^ed,  as  everything  that 
emanates  from  a  mind  eo  clear,  tmthfnl  and  open  must  create, 
a  marked  effect  on  the  i&te  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  potent 
of  remedies,  and  stated  farther  "  that  in  giving  np  blood-letting 
ae  a  means  of  core,  it  sacrifices  both  skill  and  doty  to  ignorant 
prejudice  and  ignoble  fear,  alluding  to  an  age  of  placebo."  {Med. 
IXmea  and  Qaz.)  In  a  course  of  lectures  on  fever,  delivered  by 
Hudson,  Physidan  to  the  Meath  Hospital,  page  208,  he  espresees 
himself  thus:  "I  believe  that  hnndrede  of  cases  of  fever  have 
been  arrested  chiefly  by  three  measures  which  medical  fashion, 
rather  than  reason  or  experience,  has  long  since  consigned  to 
comparative  neglect.  These  are  blood-letting,  emetics  and  cold 
effusion. 

In  Chambers'  lectures — Kenewal  of  Life — page  616,  he  says: 
"It  is  time  now  to  have  done  with  the  reactions  for  or  against 
blood-letting,  which  has  been  going  on  through  the  period  of 
the  Ohristian  era.  The  wave  which  has  swelled  backwards  and 
forwards  to  a  dangerous  height  ought  to  settle  down  in  a  steady 
stream.  We  ought  to  know  clearly  why  we  Weed,  and  then  toe  shall 
know  when  to  bleed.  He  goes  on  to  give  the  rationale  of  blood- 
letting, and  why  in  certain  cases  it  meets  his  approbation,  and 
when  ased  as  he  recommends  it,  is  "restorative  and  reconstruct- 
ive," and  hence  not  spoliative. 

I  saw  in  your  Jodbnal  of  December  1871,  a  coromanioa- 
tion  to  the  Lancet  by  Dr.  Bawdon  McNamara  on  the  subject  of 
blood-letting,  which  goes  to  fortify  the  position  of  the  distin- 
goished  and  representative  men  tdluded  to  above.  Anything 
seen  in  the  Lancet  is  understood  by  the  laity  as  being  ex  cathedra. 
And  even  the  conservative  Prof.  A  Flint,  in  his  treatise  on  the 
Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  page  162,  2d  edition,  says: 
"In  the  early. period  of  an  acute  inJUunnustion,  accompanied  by  high 
JibrUe  movemeni,  as  indicated  by  a  pulm  accelerated  and  of  abnormal 
^rength,  the  abstraction  of  blood  qff^orde  rdi^,  and  may  contribute 
to  a  favorable  progress  of  the  disease."  In  Hartshome's  Essen- 
tials, 3d  edition,  page  89,  find  the  following,  viz :  "  Now  it  most 
be  admitted  that  blood-letting  has  more  opponents  and  fewer 
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defeoders  tban  at  any  preTions  period  in  medical  hiatory.  'Wby 
istluB?  Bj  reason  of  false  conatrnction  and  misapplication  of 
recent  science,  leadership  and  faahion." 

Now,  when  Prot  Grosa  advooated  blood-letting,  and  it  met 
the  approbation  of  the  diatingniabed  members  of  the  associa- 
tion as  manifested  hj  their  applause,  be  certainly  waa  anrronnded 
by  appreciative  aaditors,  repreaentative  members  of  the  profes- 
sion. Suppose  some  one  (f^ter  he  had  taken  hia  seat)  had  whis- 
pered in  hia  ear  that  he  was  miataten;  that  blood-letting  waa 
"a  lost^art;"  had  been  laid  in  the  "catacombs  of  age,  along  with 
amulets,  charms,  and  black-letter  folios  of  the  mediaeval  alchem- 
ists, never  to  be  revived  till  "  Paracelans  and  Mithridatea  "  hold 
high  carnival,  and  informed  the  Professor  that  nnless  he  retracted 
at  once  that  he  wonld  be  anathematized  as  a  disciple  of  a  char- 
acter in  Gil  Bias — Dr.  Sangrado — do  you  suppose  it  would  have 
been  to  the  Nestor  of  American  aurgery  a  aubject  of  mortification  ? 

We  have  written  in  no  spirit  of  acrimonionaneaa.  Neither 
because  we  are  afflicted  with  cacoetkes  scribendi,  neither  because 
we  write  currente  calatno,  but  because  we  considered  the  "  art " 
we  have  so  long  practised  had  been  wantonly  attacked.  We 
have  not  as  yet  been  enrolled  amongst  the  bfcmapholi  And 
we  will  continue  to  pursue  the  "art"  that  we  have  found  avail- 
able (at  least  in  our  judgment)  and  encouraged  by  so  many 
distinguished  exemplars  until  influenced  by  atatiatica  and  an 
array  of  focts,  which  we  have  failed  to  see  &a  yet,  to  induce  a 
contrary  courae.  Neither  do  we  propoae  at  any  aubaequent  time, 
in  forming  our  opinion,  to  have  our  judgment  warped  by  the 
misooustruction  of  broad  aasertions  for  postulates,  and  strictures 
for  facts.  We  will  close,  for  fear  of  intruding  on  your  time  and 
apace,  both  to  you  and  the  public  being  invaluable. 


TBEATHEHT  OF  OHILLB  AIID  FEVEK. 

Bt  D.  p.  DUBCAir,  H.D.,  WtmnBoiKi,  Oi. 

It  has  been  my  intention  for  several  months  to  give  to  the 
profeamon  my  treatment  for  ohJUs  and  fever,  which  is  the  result 
■ot  four  years'  ezperienoe  in  a  county  where  the  physician  has  a 
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glorioQs  field  for  esperimeDting  in  that  diseaae.  Two  cases 
which  I  have  recently  relieved  are  conclusive  evidence  to  my 
mind  that  we  need  go  no  farther  to  find  a  specific  for  this  terri- 
ble malady. 

Facts  are  what  we  should  strive  for  in  physic  ^  not  theories, 
which  are  only  fit  for  the  individual  more  in  search  for  repute 
than  the  promotion  of  Bcience.  And  facts  are  what  the  practi- 
tioner of  medicine  wants;  and  if  capable,  as  he  should  be,  to 
perform  the  duties  of  his  sacred  calling,  he  can  easily  adapt  the 
treatment  to  the  peculiar  constitutional  difierencee  and  tempera- 
ments of  his  patients.  He  hae  not  the  time  nor  the  inclination 
to  read  a  dozen  pages  for  a  f&ot;  and  feeling  the  truth  of  my 
assertion,  I  shall  give  you  in  as  few  words  as  possible  my  treat- 
ment. Every  morning  before  breakfast  I  direct  the  patient  to 
take  a  pill  containing  'i  grs.  of  quinine,  2  gis.  Vallet's  mass,  and 
1-60  of  a  gr.  of  strychnia.  In  addition  I  give  three  times  a  week 
a  pill  composed  of — 

R. — Podopbylln, gr-  i- 

Comp.  Est.  Colocynth, gr.  j. 

Tr.  E^ct.  Aloes, gr.  j. 

Ipecac, gr.  i- 

Est.  Hyoscyamus, g'-  ij- 

At  the  same  time  keeping  the  region  of  both  liver  and  spleen 
teuder  by  the  use  of  croton  liniment;  and  if  the  spleen  be  con- 
siderably enlarged,  as  is  generally  the  cose  in  chills  of  long  stand- 
ing, I  use  bromide  potassium  in  from  10  to  20  gr.  doses  upon 
retiring  to  bed.  The  above  followed  for  30  days  will  invariably^ 
put  an  end  to  this  most  troublesome  and  insidious  of  all  afiec- 
tions,  from  the  fact  that  we  are  completely  unnerved  without 
being  able  to  appreciate  it,  and  rendered  more  susceptible  in  this 
weakened  condition  to  the  ravages  of  disease,  which  the  system 
in  perfect  working  order  would  be  successfully  able  to  combat 

I  use  the  first  and  second  combinations  as  a  prophylactic  in 
the  malarial  region,  and  have  yet  to  see  the  case  where  it  has 
not  been  effective,  if  followed  according  to  directions. 


"AuoosTOB,  dear,"  said  she,  tenderly  pushing  him  from  her 
08  the  moonlight  fiooded  the  bay-window  where  they  were  stand- 
ing, "I  think  you  had  better  try  some  other  hair-dye;  your  mm- 
taohe  tastes  like  turpentine." 
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muit  ^iUtA»  §imta  mup. 


0.,  Pbothkb  oi  DiBKuu  OF  m  En  im  EiB. 
(  Oonllnutd  from  page  38  AprU  Journal. ) 

Cabe  18.  DovMe  cataract — Extraclvm. — E,  D.,  white,  set.  bot-- 
entj-two  years,  Thomaaville,  Georgia.  While  the  eyes  are  nor- 
mal and  the  cataracts  mature,  this  case  is  not  the  most  favorable 
for  an  operation,  inasmuch  aa  the  patient  is  quite  old  and  in  very 
feeble  health.  In  addition  to  this,  you  perceive  be  has  what  is 
in  common  parlance  known  as  "  shaking  palsy,"  which  of  itself 
will  interfere  very  materially  with  the  progress  of  the  operation. 
Still,  taking  the  condition  of  the  patient  into  consideration,  we 
must  make  it  without  an  aneesthetic. 

The  cataract  was  successfully  removed  from  the  left  eye  by 
means  of  Graefe'e  linear  extraction,  notwithstanding  the  constant 
severe  shaking  of  the  body  and  the  eye  itself,  rendered  it  very 
difficult  and  dangerous  to  bring  the  operation  to  a  termination 
The  wound  healed  in  the  ordinary  time  under  the  usual  treat- 
ment after  cataract  operations. 

Thi'ee  weeks  after  the  first  operation,  the  extraction  (Graefe's 
linear)  was  made  upon  the  right  eye.  Bearing  in  mind  the  difii- 
Gulty  that  was  encountered  in  operating  before,  the  patient  was 
now  etherized,  and  kept  perfectly  quiet  during  the  entire  opera- 
tion, which  was  made  without  hinderance.  At  the  end  of  ten 
days  the  patient  was  walking  about  the  grounds,  both  eyes  hav- 
ing sufficiently  recovered  to  admit  of  outdoor  exercise  and  expos- 
ure to  light.  Soon  afterwards  he  was  dismissed,  with  vision  in 
right  eye  equal  to  12-100  with  cataract  glass  (double  convex)  No. 
4,  and  being  able  to  read  Jeeger  No.  8  with  double  convex  glass 
No.  2J.  In  left  eye  vision  was  equal  to  12-60  with  glass  No.  4, 
and  he  could  read  Jseger  No.  8  with  glass  No.  2J. 

Where  double  cataract  exists,  it  is,  as  a  rule,  best  to  wait 
tmtil  the  one  eye  is  out  of  danger  from  the  operation  before 
making  the  extraction  upon  the  other.  The  object  of  this  is 
simply  to  avoid,  in  the  second  operation,  whatever  circumstances 
may  have  arisen  to  prevent  the  complete  success  of  the  first,  and 
which  probably  could  not  have  been  foreseen  had  both  operation» 
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been  made  at  once.  The  doable  operation  is,  however,  some- 
times justifiable,  where  it  is  impossible  for  the  patient  to  lose  the 
time  taken  np  in  tbe  interval  between  the  operations. 

It  is  of  interest  to  mentioo  that  in  this  case  the  complete 
^Dsesthesia  not  only  stopped  the  patay  daring  the  operation,  hot 
lield  it  thoroughly  checked  for  a  week  afterwards.  The  qaery 
arises,  would  not  sach  treatment  be  beneficial  in  such  troubles, 
under  certain  circumstances? 

Case  19.  Epiaclerilis — CoVd  woman,  (et,  thirty  years,  Atlanta, 
Oeorgia.  We  have  here  an  extremely  troablesome  and  stubborn 
though  not  a  very  dangerous  affection.  Tou  recognize  it  by  the 
enlargement  of  the  sclerotic  blood  vessels,  giving  a  peculiar  dark 
purplish  hue,  a  sort  of  duBty  appearance,  to  the  subconjunctival 
tissue.  Little  reddish  elevations  take  place  upon  the  sclerotic 
near  the  edge  of  the  cornea.  There  is  some  redness  in  the  con- 
junctiva, but  you  otui  readily  see  that  the  congested  vessels  are 
in  the  sclerotic,  by  moving  the  overlying  conjunctiva,  when  the 
smaller  blood  vessels  in  it  will  be  found  to  pass  back  and  forth 
over  the  larger  and  stationary  vessels  of  the  sclerotic.  There  is 
almost  always  more  or  less  photophobia,  lacrimation,  and  some 
ciliary  neuralgia,  and  an  unpleasant  if  not  painfol  feeling  in  and 
arbund  the  eye.  It  is  slow  to  get  well,  and  recurs  again  and 
again.  In  most  instances  it  is  due  to  a  rheumatic  tendency  or 
to  some  syphilitic  taint,  and  treatment  directed  to  the  cure  of 
these  troables  will  have  most  efiect  in  benefiting  the  eye.  Iodide 
potassium  with  minute  portions  of  corrosive  sublimate,  prepara- 
tions of  GolcUcnm  or  guaiacum  will  be  found  beneficial,  and  in 
patients,  as  in  the  one  before  us,  who  are  broken  down  and  fee- 
ble, tonics  are  quite  necessary.  As  local  treatment,  most  good  is 
to  be  derived  from  the  use  of  atropine  (gr.  ij.  to  ?)  dropped  into 
the  eye  several  times  daily,  with  the  view  of  dilating  the  pupil 
and  preventing  any  complications  taking  place  in  the  iris,  and  of 
acting  as  a  sedative  to  the  eye.  Warm  applications  for  a  short 
time  and  at  intervals  will  give  great  relief  in  many  cases.  Bat 
bear  in  mind  the  stubborn  character  of  the  disease,  and  that  it 
is  often  but  little  influenced  by  any  treatment. 

Cask  20.  Eclnqnum  of  both  lower  lids;  operation  by  two  differ- 
ent  modes;  siuxeg^td. — G.  J.,  col'd,  ret  twenty-five  years,  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  The  patient  has  been  working  in  a  rolling  mill  for  one 
or  two  years,  and  has  been  constantly  exposed  to  the  intense 
heat  arising  from  the  iron  fomacea    A  chronic  conjanctivitis 
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was  set  up,  and  by  a  gradnal  relBxatioD  uid  hTpertropby  of  the 
conjnnctiTa  of  the  lower  lids,  and  at  the  same  time  a  gradaal 
contractioQ  of  the  skin  npoD  the  onter  sarfooe,  the  entire  licU 
have  been  everted,  Uie  ciliary  border  of  each  being  pulled  so  far 
down  apon  the  eheeks  that  the  whole  of  their  mncons  lining  is- 
exposed.  You  have  in  this  a  typical  case  of  ectropinm,  resnlting 
from  a  rather  freqaent  cause,  for  it  has  often  been  observed  that 
a  continued  exposure  of  the  eyes  to  severe  heat  will  not  infre- 
quently produce  snch  a  resolt  as  is  here  seen. 

The  disease  being  of  so  severe  a  form,  it  was  not  thought 
necessary  to  try  anything  but  some  of  the  operations  by  which 
it  could  be  radically  cured;  and  npon  each  lid  a  difierent  opera> 
tion  was  made,  to  demonstrate  the  good  efTeote  of  the  two.  A. 
long,  straight  inoisBiou,  running  parallel  with  and  about  one  line 
from  the  edge  of  the  left  lower  lid,  was  made  from  near  the  inner 
cauthus  to  a  point  three  or  four  lines  beyond  the  outer.  Th& 
lid  was  then  dissected  up  until  it  could  readily  be  replaced  in  its 
natural  position.  A  ]>ointed  flap  of  skin  was  next  taken  from 
the  left  cheek,  by  extending  the  cut  downwards  for  about  one 
and  a  half  inches  from  the  outer  extremity  of  the  first  incision, 
and  at  a  right  angle  with  it,  and  again  upwards,  giving  the  flap 
sufficient  breadth  and  length  and  the  proper  shape  to  fit  into  the 
space  left  after  replacing  the  now  loosened  lower  lid.  A  bro^ 
base  was  left  to  nourish  the  flap.  After  removing  the  undae 
amount  of  t&tty  tissue  and  checking  the  bleeding  and  cleansing ' 
the  parts,  the  flap  was  turned  into  its  new  position,  the  point, 
towards  the  inner  oauthns,  and  a  sufBcient  number  of  fine  sutures 
applied  to  bring  about  exact  apposition  between  tbe  adjoining 
edges,  and  healing  by  first  intention.  The  space  &om  which  the 
flap  came  was  closed  by  bringing  the  edges  of  the  wound  together 
and  uniting  them  by  sutares.  A  light  bandage  was  applied  and 
the  wounds  dressed  daily.  At  the  end  of  the  third  day  the  su- 
tures were  removed,  and  the  flap  found  firmly  seated  in  its  new 
position.  In  three  weeks  the  patient  was  dismissed  with  the 
deformity  completely  removed,  the  new-formed  lid  being  only  a 
little  thick,  which  should  disappear  after  a  short  while,  and  with 
its  motion  being  in  perfect  order,  the  underlying  muscular  fibres 
having  been  left  intact. 

Operation  vpon  right  lid. — A  few  weeks  after  tbe  cure  of  the 
left,  the  following  operation  was  made  upon  the  right  lid,  for  tbe 
removal  of  the  ectropinm.     Two  straight  indsions  were  mada 
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tbrough  the  skin,  begiDDing  at  the  oater  aad  inner  anglea  of  the 
eye,  paBsing  down  and  meeting  upon  the  front  of  the  cheek, 
abont  an  inch  and  a  quarter  below  the  edge  of  the  lid,  forming 
a  triangular  flap,  with  the  base  npwarde  and  the  apex  downwards. 
Diseecting  np  the  flap  from  its  aj)es  apwards,  the  lid  could  easily 
be  replaced  in  its  natural  position;  and  as  the  lid  was  shoved 
upwards,  taking  the  flap  with  it,  the  angle  from  which  the  apex 
came  (the  junction  of  the  two  incisionB)  was  left  nncovered. 
'^'iih  the  lid  and  flap  held  in  their  replaced  and  natural  posi- 
tions, the  parts  were  stitched  together,  so  as  to  insure  their 
healing  at  once,  and  the  uncoverecl  angle  below  was  closed  by 
bringing  the  edges  together  also  wifh  sutures.  These  were  re- 
moved in  a  few  da^s,  and  after  the  lapse  oF  a  few  weeks  the  cure 
was  so  perfect,  together  with  the  movement  of  the  lid,  that  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  observe  that  such  a  disease  had  existed. 

Case  21.— Pterygium — openUiun. — N.  P.,  colored;  Georgia. 
Arlt,  of  Vienna,  maintains  that  a  pterygium  is  produced  by  a 
small  abrasion  or  ulcer  having  at  some  time  existed  about  the 
edge  of  the  cornea,  which  in  healing  up  draws  a  portion  of  con- 
junctiva into  it,  and  this  gradually  growing  and  extending,  pro- 
duces such  a  trouble  as  you  now  see.  The  disease  nearly  always 
occurs  on  the  nasal  side  of  the  eye,  but  occasionally  above,  be- 
low, or  to  the  outer  side.  Not  long  since  I  operated  upon  a  case 
in  which  a  pterygium  occupied  both  the  inner  and  outer  angles 
of  the  eye,  the  apices  very  nearly  meeting  in  front  of  the  pupil. 
It  has  a  base  towards  the  inner  canthus,  and  the  apex  is  fastened 
to  the  margin  of  the  cornea,  or  extends  over  upon  its  surface. 
With  a  probe  you  can  separate  the  new  growth  from  the  under- 
lying conjunctival  tissue,  leaving  only  the  base  and  apex  attached. 

We  shall  make  hero  what  is  known  as  the  needle  operation, 
viz:  passing  a  thrpad  underneath  the  ptorjgium  at  three  differ- 
ent points,  and  ligating  it  at  itii  buso  and  apex,  and  also  the  con- 
nective tissue  underneath  it.  This  strangulates  the  parts,  which 
siough  off  after  a  few  days,  under  the  continued  pressure  of  the 
ligatures.  The  conjunctiva  always  becomes  more  or  less  inflamed 
and  swollen,  but  it  passes  away  in  a  few  days. 

The  great  trouble  with  pterj'gium  is  tliat  it  is  prone  to  return, 
notwithstanding  the  various  operations  devised  to  prevent  it. 
The  above  mode  is  an  old  one,  but  I  hope  before  long  to  show  you 
a  more  recent  plan  devised  and  practiced  by  Arlt,  with  consid- 
erable 3 
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Fonr  weeks  after  the  above  operadon  yoa  see  the  patient  free 
from  his  disease,  and  he  is  dismissed,  with  the  request  to  return 
ahould  the  pterygium  reappear. 


#ur  i^u\m^%u. 


Phimosal  Pakaplegia.— 5^  C.  E.  Bfiarddei/,  M.D.—hi  1865, 
JuQuary  18th,  a  boy,  fourteen  years  of  age,  was  brought  to  nie 
for  examiDation  and  treatment,  by  a  widowed  mother,  whose 
husband  had  been  killed  on  the  battle-field  of  Stone  river. 

The  lad  was  tall,  with  dark  eyes  and  hair,  also  extremely  ema- 
ciated; he  had  no  power  over  the  lower  extremities,  and,  seem- 
ingly, bat  little  strength  in  the  vertebral  column,  as  he  was  una- 
ble to  hold  his  head  erect;  he  was  also  a  great  sufferer  from 
spaams,  epileptiform  in  character.  Simply  prouoDUcing  the  word 
spasm  or  tit  in  bis  presence  would  throw  him  into  convulsions, 
or  the  least  shock,  as  concuesion  of  the  hands,  would  produce 
tbo  same  result.  The  convulsions  could  be  produced  in  the  same 
utaQDor  as  often  as  he  would  arouse  fi-um  the  stupor  which  fol- 
lowed each  attack. 

The  history  of  the  case,  as  gathered  from  the  mother,  was  of 
but  little  value.  She,  like  most  women  of  inferior  intellect,  was 
extremely  modest — too  much  so  to  lead  us  to  the  real  cause. 
Like  the  wooiau  of  old,  she  had  spent  all  she  bad  on  doctors, 
without  benefit,  but  the  patient  rather  grew  worse. 

I  undressed  the  boy,  better  to  observe  his  movements  and  to 
examine  him  for  some  lesion,  I  knew  not  what.  The  mother  said 
bo  was  thrown  from  a  horse  a  year  before  the  occurrence  of  the 
spasms;  and,  naturally  enough,  she  attributed  all  the  present 
trouble  to  that  fall.  The  boy,  now,  after  two  years  of  a  life  of 
suffering,  is  semi-idiotic,  with  complete  paralysis  of  the  lower 
extremities.  While  bo  was  in  the  nude  state  and  in  one  of  the 
convulsions,  I  observed  that  there  was  a  partial  erection  of  tho 
penis,  with  dribbling  of  urine,  wiiich  induced  mc  to  examine  the 
ports,  and  if  possible,  the  bladder,  for  stone,  as  the  most  proba- 
ble cause  of  the  trouble,  by  a  reliectod  irritability.  On  attempt- 
ing to  introduce  a  soand  into  the  bladder,  I  was  foiled  by  a  very 
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Bmall  meatus  and  an  inability  to  retract  the  prepaoe.  I  farther 
diacovered,  just  behind  the  corona  glandia  and  beneath  the  integ- 
ameiit,  what  seemed  to  be  a  ring  of  some  bard  material  On  a 
second  attempt  to  retract  the  foreskin,  I  disooTered  that  it  too 
was  adherent  to  the  gland,  with  slight  balanitis.  I  therefore  cir- 
cnmcieed  the  lad,  tearing  back  the  macoas  membrane  &om  oft 
the  gland,  tnming  out  at  the  same  time  a  ring  of  sebaceoaa  ma- 
terial the  density  of  an  ordinary  cheese  crust  I  ased  water 
dressings  to  the  parts,  and  gave  bim  internally  iodide  of  potassa, 
and  valerian  in  amall  doses,  three  times  per  day,  with  liberal  diet. 
He  was  to  hare  this  treatment  for  the  time  being  only,  I  expect- 
ing to  find  a  stone  in  the  bladder  as  soon  as  the  patient  would 
recover  from  the  circumcision  sufficiently  to  allow  introduction 
of  a  Boond;  but  the  boy  gained  in  strength  from  day  to  day,  the 
spasms  and  all  ontoward  symptoms  suddenly  disappeared,  and 
by  the  time  I  again  saw  him  (six  weeks)  he  bad  regained  the 
nse  of  bis  limbs  as  to  be  able  to  walk  vrith  some  assistance,  his 
mind  becoming  clearer  as  he  gained  strength,  until  complete 
recovery.  I  gave  him  the  potash  and  valerian  but  one  week, 
and  no  other  medicine  at  that  time  or  afterwards. 

The  young  man  is  living  now  in  my  neighborhood,  a  perfect 
specimen  of  health  and  strength. — Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 

Haib  BESTOKATtTE  Testiiioiiiai.. — A  Chicago  chemist  allades  to 
hie  new  combination  for  restoring  hair  in  the  following  manner: 
A  little  applied  to  the  inkstand  has  given  it  a  coat  of  bristles, 
making  a  splendid  pen-wiper  at  little  cost.  We  applied  the  lath- 
er to  a  ten-penny  nail,  and  the  nail  is  now  the  handsomest  lather- 
brush  you  ever  saw,  with  beautiful  soft  hair  growing  from  the 
end  of  it,  some  five  or  six  feet  in  length.  Applied  to  door-stones, 
it  does  away  with  the  use  of  the  mat;  applied  to  the  floor,  it  will 
cause  to  grow  therefrom  hair  sufficient  for  a  Brussels  carpet.  A 
little  weak  lather  sprinkled  over  a  barn  makes  it  impervious  to 
the  wind,  rain,  or  cold.  It  is  good  to  put  inside  of  children's 
cradles,  sprinkle  on  the  road-side,  or  anywhere  where  tozurious 
grass  is  wanted  for  use  er  ornament  It  produces  the  efiFect  in 
ten  minutes. — Pharmacol  Qazette. 

MsuBRANOus  DiBMBNOBBH<EA. — By  A.  W.  Bobinaon,  M.D. — In 
November,  1872, 1  was  consulted  by  Mrs.  J.  R,  on  account  of 
membranous  dysmenorrhcea.   In  view  of  the  futility  of  my  eSbrtSr 
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up  to  that  time,  to  make  radical  cures,  or  render  fertile  jfatieuts 
of  this  kind  by  the  treatment  recommended,  and,  baling  often 
seen  the  almost  specific  power  of  opium  over  congestion  and  in- 
flammation  of  the  other  mucous  membranes,  and  having  frequent- 
It  witnessed  the  palliative  effect  of  a  dose,  given  with  a  view  to 
relieve  pain  in  membranona  dysmenorrhrea,  I  directed  her  to  be- 
gin  the  use  of  morphia  a  couple  of  days  before  she  expected  to  , 
menstruate,  and  continue  it  during  the  flow. 

The  dose  given  was  one-fourth  of  a  grain,  and  was  to  be  re- 
peated sufficiently  often  to  keep  her  constantly  under  its  influ- 
ence, and  prevent  pain.  She  reported,  "no  membrane  came  away, 
and  the  treatment  afibrded  great  relief."  I  continued  this  treat- 
.  ment  eighteen  months,  and  as  no  membrane  or  shreds  had  ap- 
peared for  some  time,  I  discontinued  it. 

In  November,  1874,  she  became  pregnant,  and  was  delivered 
August  8, 1875.  I  do  not  consider  it  proved  that  the  treatment 
and  recovery  bear  the  I'elation  of  cause  and  effect.  That  no  de- 
duction can  be  made  from  one  case,  I  am  well  aware,  but  think 
this  treatment  merits  a  further  trial. — Med.  and  Surg.  Bep&rler. 

What  Savagks  thine  of  Twins. — In  Africa,  according  to  Dr. 
Robert  Brown  ("Bacea  of  Mankind"jthe  birth  of  twins  is  com- 
monly regarded  as  an  evil  omen.  No  one,  except  the  twins  them- 
selves and  their  nearest  relatives,  is  allowed  to  enter  the  hut  in 
which  they  first  saw  the  light.  The  children  are  not  allowed  to 
play  with  other  children,  and  even  the  utensils  of  the  hut  are 
not  permitted  to  be  used  by  any  one  else,  The  mother  is  not 
allowed  to  talk  to  any  one  not  belonging  to  her  own  family.  If 
the  children  both  live  till  the  end  of  the  sixth  year,  it  is  supposed 
that  Nature  has  accommodated  herself  to  their  existence,  and 
they  are  thenceforth  to  associate  with  their  fellows.  Nor  is 
abomination  of  twin  births  restricted  to  Africa.  In  the  island  of 
Bali,  near  Javn,  a  womiin  who  is  so  unfortunate  as  to  bear  twine 
is  obliged,  along  with  her  huKband,  to  live  for  a  month  at  the 
sea-shore  or  among  the  tombs,  until  she  is  purified.  The  Elia- 
sias  of  Hindostan  consider  that  to  have  twins  assimilates  the 
mother  to  the  lower  animals,  and  one  is  frequently  put  to  death. 
An  exactly  similar  belief  prevails  among  some  of  the  native  tribes 
of  Vancouver  Island.  Among  the  Ainos,  one  of  the  twins  is 
always  killed,  and  in  Arebo,  in  Quinea,  both  the  twins  and  the 
mother  are  put  to  death. — From  Popular  Science  Monthly  for  Sept. 
Vol.  XIIL— No.  7.-26. 
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What  Thportant  Past  Does  Aixjohol  Piae  in  the  Ecoxout  or 
Mas?— By  Charles  P.  King,  M.D.—  *  «  •  Pim.  What  is 
alcohol?  It  is  defined  as  being  a  prodact  which  results  from  the 
vinoos  fermentation  in  substances  containing  grape  sogar.  At  a 
temperatiiTe  of  80^  Fahrenheit,  the  presence  of  a  fermenting 
bod;  converts  the  solution  into  carbonic  acid  and  alcohol.  Its 
preparation  may  be  divided  into  three  atages:  The  prodaction  of 
*  a  fermented  vinoas  liqnor;  the  preparation  from  this  of  an  ardent 
spirit  by  distillation;  and  lastly,  rectification  or  porification.  *   * 

What  important  part  does  alcohol  play  in  the  economy  of 
man?  To  say  that  alcoholic  liquors  should  be  discarded  entirely 
from  use  simply  because  they  contain  poison,  is  certainly  no  valid 
argument  against  a  proper  use  of  them;  for  we  might  use  the 
same  argument  against  nearly  all  of  our  ordinary  articles  of  food, 
for  they  all  contain  more  or  less  poisonous  elements.  There  is 
poison  in  our  common  garden  lettuce  and  in  the  hops  with  which 
we  raise  our  bread.  The  oils  contained  in  our  table  mustard 
and  pepper,  and  in  that  healthy  vegetable,  the  onion,  are  among 
the  most  destructive  poisons  with  which  the  chemist  is  familiar. 
*  *  *  After  repeated  experiments,  the  most  reliable  chemists 
and  physiologists  have  shown  that  when  alcohol  is  taken  into  the 
system,  "in  very  small  quantities,"  it  disappears  in  the  body. 
Neither  in  the  breath  nor  perspiration,  nor  in  any  other  secre- 
tion, can  alcohol  be  found;  but  if  taken  in  very  large  quantities 
it  leaves  the  body  again  as  alcohol.  The  amount  of  alcohol  de- 
composed in  the  body  corresponds  exactly  with  the  amount  of 
oxygen  which  the  body  is  able  to  furnish.  *  *  *  When  used 
largely  it  impairs  the  appetite,  and  may  almost  entirely  destroy 
it,  but  when  taken  in  moderate  quantities  is  assimilated  and  be- 
comes food.  Every  physician  of  experience  knows  how  almost 
indispensable  this  agent  has  become  in  the  treatment  of  many  of 
oar  low  forms  of  fever;  and  life  has  been  prolonged,  nay,  even 
saved,  in  many  cases,  by  its  administration,  where  ordinary  food 
could  not  be  administered.  *  *  *  Thus,  within  certain  hmits 
of  dose,  alcohol  is  transformed,  like  ordinary  food,  into  the  sys- 
tem, without  producing  any  injurious  effects;  and,  yielding  use- 
ful force  for  the  purpose  of  economy,  must  be  considered  aa  food 
in  any  philoaophioal  sense  of  the  word.  And  an  important  point 
to  bnow,  and  one  little  understood,  is  that  this  food  action  is 
attended  with  no  exciting  or  intoxicating  influence;  but  the  whole 
effect,  like  that  of  ordinary  food,  ia  seen  in  the  maintenance  or 
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arestoration,  aocordiog  to  circniustancea,  of  that  balance  or  fane 
iioD  called  health.  But,  if  taken  in  greater  quantity  than  can 
>be  atihzed  ae  a  force-jieldiog  food,  the  excess  of  alcohol  acts  as 
A  poison,  producing  a  well-known  train  of  perturbations  of  func- 
tion. And — a  point  again  generally  misunderstood — all  signs  of 
-departure  from  the  natural  condition  in  the  drinker,  from  the 
iirat  flashing  of  the  face,  brightening  of  the  eje,  and  unnatural 
mental  excitement,  to  the  general  paraljsis  of  complete  drunken- 
ness, belong  equally  to  the  poisonous  effects  of  alcohol;  that  ia 
(for  I  wieth  to  be  understood  as  strongly  insisting  upon  this 
j>oint),  even  the  early  phases  of  alcoholic  disturbance,  which  are 
-often  improperly  called  'stimulating,'  are  part  and  parcel  of  the 
injuriously  disturbing  influences  of  overdoseage,  and  must  be 
put  in  the  same  catagory  with  the  more  obviously  poisonous 
.«ffects  of  pronounced  intoxication. 

Alcohol  has  thus  a  two-fold  action:  First.  It  is  capable,  iu 
proper  dose,  of  being  consumed  and  utilized  as  a  force  producer, 
in  which  case  there  is  no  visible  disturbance  of  normal  function. 
Such  action  cannot  be  distinguished  by  the  drinker  or  physiol- 
ogist from  that  of  a  quickly  digestible  fluid  food,  and  ia  no  more 
an  "excitant"  or  "stimulation,"  followed  by  a  "  recoil "  or  "de- 
pression," than  ia  the  action  of  a  bowl  of  hot  soup  or  a  glass  of 
milk. 

The  second  action  is  the  poisonous  influence  of  an  excess  of 
alcohol  circulating  in  the  blood,  which  makes  itself  sensible  to 
the  drinker  by  peculiar  sensations  and  disturbances,  and  is  not 
-only  followed  by  "  depression,"  but  is  Itself  a  form  of  depression ; 
that  is,  a  disturbance  of  balance — an  nnnatnral  perturbation  of 
the  normal  working  of  the  functions. 

Every  reader  of  these  lines  will  at  once  ask:  What  then  is 
the  limit  as  to  the  quantity  within  which  alcohol  exerts  only  a 
food  action,  and  beyond  which  it  begins  to  poison  by  its  esoess? 
This  question  cannot  be  answered  categorioally;  for  it  so  hap- 
pens that  the  "poison  line,"  as  it  has  been  aptly  called,  is  a  shift- 
ing one.  Even  in  health  it  varies  according  to  age,  sex,  individ- 
ual pecuHarities  and  habits;  and  even  in  the  same  person,  accord- 
ing to  bia  physical  condition  for  the  time  being — when  fatigued 
by  bodily  or  mental  work;  when  suffering  from  an  emotional  agi- 
tation— as  anxiety  or  fear ;  when  worn  by  loss  of  sleep  or  blood,  or 
by  pain,  amounts  which  ordinarily  would  flush  the  face,  and  some- 
what confuse  the  mind,  will  be  borne  without  producing  the  slight- 


b,Coo*^lc 


404  ATLANTA  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

est  symptomB  of  iotoxication,  the  whole  effect  of  the  drink  being 
expended  in  relieTing  the  perplexing  malaise,  and  Festering  the 
ejstem  to  its  normal  condition.  And  iu  more  formal  morbid  stat«s 
as  in  many  diseaaes,  tlie  poison  line  often  shifts  to  an  alarming  de- 
gree, so  that  what  wonld  in  health  prodnce  even  dangerous  drunk- 
enness, will  be  borne  without  cansing  the  least  intoxication,  the 
whole  of  the  alcohol  being  apparently  utilized  by  the  system  for 
obtaining  the  life-saving  energy  which  this  fluid,  from  its  swift 
absorption  and  ready  chemical  change  in  the  blood,  c^n  so  quickly 
yield. 

Much  opprobrium,  of  late  years,  has  been  heaped  npon  the 
medical  profession  on  account  of  their  indiscriminate  use  of  al- 
coholic liquors  in  their  prescriptions;  and  in  some  cases  they  may 
be  justly  deserving  of  censure.  We  would  say  but  one  word  on  that 
point,  and  that  is  this,  that  we,  as  physicians,  should  never  lose  ' 
sight  of  the  fact  that  alcoholic  stimulants  are  agents  potent  for 
evil  as  well  as  good.  They  should  be  administered  with  great 
care,  and  their  nse  diminished  or  discontinued  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable.    *    *    • 

Physicians  can  not  regard  themselves  as  free  to  say  they  shall 
or  shall  not,  uuder  any  circumstances  use  this,  that,  or  the  other 
remedy  in  the  treatment  of  diseases.  They  are  bound  to  use  what- 
ever remedies  science  and  experience  have  taught  them  to  be  effi- 
cacious in  the  cure  of  disease.  If  the  physician  is  called  into  a 
case  where  there  is  an  extreme  and  perilous  degree  of  prostra- 
tion, and  where  a  slower  remedy  would  not  answer,  thus  saving 
the  patient's  life,  then  that  physician  should  have  no  remorse  of 
conscience  for  having  used  alcoholic  stimulants,  although  drunk- 
enness might  follow.  The  patient  himself,  not  the  physician 
would  be  responsible  for  the  bad  results.  From  a  long  experi- 
ence and  observation,  we  believe  that  in  health  the  use  of  stimu- 
lants is  injurious — the  person  is  better  off  if  he  abstains  entirely 
from  their  use;  but  in  some  forms  of  disease,  good  results  often 
accrue  from  the  proper  administration  of  them. 

To  prohibit  stimulants  entirely  from  our  modern  civilization 
would  be  as  morally  impossible  as  it  would  to  prohibit  the  use  of 
beef,  or  bread,  or  fruit.  They  are  woven  in,  and  have  become  a 
part  and  parcel  of  our  modern  society,  and  will  probably  contin- 
ue to  be  so  until  that  society  shall  perish  from  the  face  of  the 
earth. 

Id  conclusion  we  would  say  that  this  is  our  honest  conviction 
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-that  the  temperance  c&use  would  be  much  stronger  in  our  own 
country  to-day,  and  the  total  abstinence  principle  commend  itself 
more  readily  to  the  people,  were  all  the  facta  concerning  alcohol 
admitted,  and  an  appeal  made  to  the  intelligent  judgment  and 
consideration  of  men  on  the  basis  of  these  facts.  Nothing  is 
ever  gained  by  misrepresentation.  If  alcohol  is,  in  all  cases  and 
in  alt  quantities,  a  poison,  let  na  know  it  and  be  confirmed  in  that 
fact.  If,  however,  it  is  not  a  poison  when  properly  used,  let  as 
be  just  OS  free  to  admit  it,  and  leave  the  whole  matter'  to  the  in- 
telHgent  judgment  of  the  people. 

We  are  not  of  that  number  who  believe  in  the  indiscriminate 
use  of  alcoholic  liquors.  On  the  contrary,  we  have  ever  advo- 
cated that  they  should  be  ased  with  great  care  and  circumspec- 
tion. They  should  be  used  and  not  abused.  An  All-wise  Crea- 
tor has  given  them  to  ns  for  oar  good ;  and,  if  properly  used,  will 
subserve  to  the  wants  and  happiness  of  man;  but  if  abased,  they 
will  prove,  like  many  other  good  things  in  this  world,  a  corse 
>rather  than  a  blessing. — CiTtcinnati  Lancet  and  Observer. 

Defobuities  of  the  Spine  ;  Fostebior  Anoulab  Ccrvature. — 
By  Lewin  A.  Sayre,  M.D. — Deformities  of  the  spine  may  be  a 
consequence  of  disease,  and  the  important  point  in  their  study 
is  to  arrive  at  the  pathological  changes  that  have  given  rise  to 
them.  Of  these  deformities  there  are  two;  1.  The  one  kuown 
by  the  name  uf  Pott's  disease,  or  posterior  angular  curvature,  in 
which  there  is  distinctive  inflammation  of  the  bones,  accompa- 
nied with  loss  of  substance  in  the  bodies  of  the  vertebree  and 
intervertebral  sabstance;  2.  The  deformity  known  as  lateral 
rotary  curvature  of  the  spine,  in  which  there  is  no  disease  of  the 
bones,  but  the  distortion  depends  entirely  upon  irregular  mus- 
cular contraction.    ... 

The  posterior  angular  curvature,  or  Pott's  disease,  will  first 
engage  our  attention.  ...  It  may  occor  at  any  period  of 
life,  but  is  much  more  hkely  to  occur  in  childhood,  and  especially 
in  those  children  who  are  reckless  and  careless,  and  expose 
themselves  to  all  sorts  of  accidents.  It  also  occurs  more  fre- 
quently amon^  boys  than  among  girls,  because  they  are  more 
exposed  to  accidents;  whereas,  the  lateral  curvature  is  seen  more 
frequently  among  girls.  With  regard  to  this  affection,  I  have 
arrived  at  the  conclusion,  based  upon  an  accurate  and  carefully 
.recorded  experience,  that  it  is  produced  almost  always,  if  not 
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always,  by  some  injury  to  the  bone,  and  is  lience  traumatic  in  its- 
natnre. 

.  By  the  profession  in  general  Pott's  diseftse,  above  all  others, 
has  been  considered  as  essentially  of  stmntona  originj  as  de- 
pending upon  a  tnbercnlons  diathesis,  and  not  occurring  unless 
constitutional  dyscrasia  is  present;  bnt,  in  my  own  jndgment,  it 
much  more  frequently  depends  upon  some  injury  than  upon  any 
constitutional  condition.  .  .  .  The  accidents  which  produce 
this  disease  are  usually  coucuseions  and  blows.     .    .     . 

The  »ympt&me  of  this  disease  vary  according  to  its  location 
in  the  spinal  column.  When  it  has  advanced  far  enough  to  pro- 
duce a  deformity,  there  is  usually  no  difficulty  in  diagnosis.  .  . 
If  the  disease  is  situated  in  the  cervical  region,  long  before  any 
distortion  appears  the  patient  will  complain  of  difficulty  in  swal- 
lowing; many  have  a  choking  sensation  as  if  there  was  a  string 
around  the  neck;  difficulty  about  the  larynx,  producing  an  irri- 
table and  coDtinued  coogb;  pain  in  the  thorax,  etc.     .    .    . 

When  the  pain  is  in  the  dorsal  region  the  patient  very  often 
complains  of  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the  chest  and  upper  part 
of  the  abdomen;  also  a  constricting  sensation,  as  if  a  band  was 
aronnd  the  body;  complains  more  or  less  of  indigestioo  and  flat- 
ulence, and  may  have  been  treated  for  dyspepsia.  He  may  also 
complain  of  pain  in  the  chest,  pain  about  the  heart,  and  perhaps 
may  have  been  treated  for  rheumatism. 

Again,  when  the  disease  ia  lower  down  in  the  spinal  column, 
he  may  have  a  sense  of  constriction  about  the  abdomen,  may 
suffer  from  constipation  and  flatulence,  and.  perhaps  have  been 
treated  for  worms. 

When  the  disease  is  still  lower  in  the  spine,  the  leading 
symptoms  may  be  those  referable  to  the  bladder  and  rectum. 
The  chi^  symptom  in  the  case  may  be  a  frequent  desire  to  pass 
the  urine.  Then  the  patient  may  also  sofier  from  streaking  pains 
down  the  thighs. 

When  such  symptoms  are  present  and  they  cannot  be  ex- 
plained by  the  presence  of  some  well-recognized  disease,  always 
go  back  to  the  point  where  the  nerves  distributed  to  tbeae  regions 
make  their  exit  from  the  spinal  canal,  and  carefully  examine  the 
bony  structures  which  surround  them.    .     .    . 

Every  joint  of  the  lower  extremities  is  bent  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  any  concussion  from  affecting  tbe  bodies  of  the- 
vertebrae.     The  chin  is  made  to  project;  the  shoulders  become- 
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elevated;  and  it  is  impoBsihle  for  the  child  to  stand  upright  and 
receive  nny  concussion  whatever  vrhich  may  be  commanicated  to 
the  bodies  of  the  bones  withont  suffering  pain.  The  mnscles  of 
the  back  are  held  rigid  in  order  to  prevent  any  movements  of 
the  bodies  of  the  vertebrce  npon  each  other.  The  child  is  onable 
to  stoop  down  and  pick  np  any  object  npon  the  floor;  but,  if 
asked  to  do  so,  be  begins  by  bending  bis  bipe,  and  then  his  knees, 
and  finally  reaches  the  object  by  squatting  down  to  it.  These 
patients  never  bend  the  back,  for  bending  the  back  presses  the 
bodies  of  the  vertebrie  together  and  gives  rise  to  pain;  conse- 
quently all  the  movements  of  tbe  child  are  directed  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  prevent  any  motion  in  the  spinal  column. 

When  walking  about  the  room  tbe  child  will  reach  with  his 
hands  from  one  object  to  another.  .  .  .  If  be  cannot  obtain 
any  support  by  catching  bold  of  various  articles  within  reach, 
he  will  rest  his  hands  npon  his  thighs,  in  order  to  transmit  the 
weight  of  the  head  and  shonlders  through  tbe  legs  to  the  ground, 
thereby  giving  them  support  vrithout  bearing  upon  tbe  diseased 


Strip  the  child  naked,  and  lay  him  across  your  lap,  face  down, 
with  the  arms  over  one  thigh  and  the  legs  over  the  other,  and 
then  gradually  separate  your  thighs.  "When  that  is  done  the 
first  thing  yon  will  notice,  probably,  will  be  that  the  child  takes 
a  long  breath,  a  long-drawn  sigh  of  relief.  ...  As  long  as 
the  child  is  held  in  that  manner  he  will  be  perfectly  comfortable, 
and  breathe  eaaOy,  if  yon  do  not  carry  the  extension  so  far  as 
to  produce  reflex  muscular  contraction.  Then  close  tbe  limbs 
again,  and  the  muscles  are  at  once  excited  to  contract,  and  the 
child  again  begins  his  short,  catching  respiration.     .     .     . 

Now,  all  this  can  be  done  when  the  disease  is  in  the  anterior 
part  of  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrce,  or  in  the  intervertebral  disks; 
but  it  may  be,  in  tbe  case  which  you  are  examining,  that  the 
anterior  bodies  of  the  bones  and  the  disks  have  not  yet  become 
involved,  and  yet  the  child  is  suflering  from  Pott's  disease;  for, 
when  the  dorsal  portion  of  the  spinal  column  is  affected,  tbe 
disease  does  not  always  expend  itself  upon  the  anterior  portion 
of  the  bodies  of  the  vertdbrte  at  first,  but  the  part  most  exten- 
sively involved  may  be  npon  the  sides  of  the  vertebrae,  where 
they  form  a  junction  with  the  ribs.     .     .     . 

Ton  may  be  able  to  press  the  spine  down  withont  prodaclng 
pain;  percuss  the  spine  without  prodacing  pain,  and  the  spinal 
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oolumn  may  apparently  be  straight,  all  of  which  might  lead  you 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  not  diseased;  but  pressure  upon  the 
ribs,  which  will  bring  their  heads  in  contact  with  the  articulating 
facets,  gives  the  patient  pain,  and  at  once  you  have  evidence  of 
diseased  Tertebrte.    .     .     . 

The  fact  that  pressure  can  be  made  over  the  spinous  pro- 
cesses without  causing  pain  is  regarded  by  many  as  evidence 
that  DO  disease  of  the  bones  is  present.  But  it  is  the  anterior 
portion  of  the  body  of  the  vertebrie  that  is  afflicted,  and,  when 
these  begin  to  give  away,  the  spinous  processes  begin  to  stick 
out,  and  by  crowding  upon  them  we  remove  the  pressure  from 
the  diseased  surfaces,  and  consequently  the  suffering  of  the 
patient  is  diminished.     ...  .      . 

I  simply  wish  to  make  these  points:  that  it  is  the  result  of 
injury  in  almost  all  cases;  that  this  injury  is  followed  by  inflam- 
matory action;  that  it  can  be  diagnosticated  by  making  extension 
and  counter-extension  upon  the  spine,  and  by  pressure  upon  the 
sides  of  the  vertebrte;  also  by  symptoms  referable  to  the  distal 
extremities  of  the  nerves  involved  in  the  disease,  long  before  the 
deformity  is  produced.     .     .     . 

In  the  earlier  stages  (and  it  is  during  this  period  that  treat- 
ment is  most  important)  there  is  nothing  which  can  compare 
with  rext,  absolute  and  complete,  in  the  horizontal  posture.     .     . 

If  there  is  tenderness  along  the  spine,  or  any  evidences  of 
active  inflammation,  ice  along  the  spine,  by  means  of  ice-bags 
placed  upon  either  side  opposite  the  seat  of  the  disease,  will  be 
of  the  greatest  service.  If  the  pain  is  acute,  a  half-dozen  leeches 
may  be  applied,  and  repeated  every  eight  or  ten  days,  and  then 
followed  by  the  ice-bags.    .     .     . 

Blisters,  issues  and  setons,  applied  fur  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing lip  a  long-continned  counter-irritation  and  discharge,  ore 
positively  injurious,  and  under  no  circumstances  whatever  should 
such  measures  be  adopted.  In  the  first  place  the  child  is  already 
su£Gciently  disturbed  and  prostrated  by  the  pain  attending  the 
disease,  without  tormenting  him  any  more  by  agents  which,  from 
their  very  nature,  will  produce  pain;  and  he  is  also  already  su£B- 
-ciently  emaciated,  without  estabhshing  a  suppurative  process  to 
Iiim  more  so. 

Best  in  the  horizontal  posture,  and  continued  until  you  can 
bring  the  diseased  surfaces  of  bone  together,  without  producing 
pain,  is  the  only  safe  rule  to  guide  you  in  giving  the  patient  per- 
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miasion  to  asBume  the  npright  postore.  When  be  is  permitted 
to  asemne  this  posture,  it  must  always  be  attended  by  Bome  arti- 
ficial support  whioh  shall  remove,  all  preeam^  from  the  bodies 
of  the  vertebrte.     .     .     . 

The  idea  involved  in  the  construction  of  some  instrumentB, 
namely,  that  of  lifting  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrte  apart  bj  plac- 
ing the  belt  about  the  hips,  and  a  support  under  the  arms,  is 
simply  absurd,  because  the  mobility  of  the  scapnlee  is  so  great 
that  they  can  be  lifted  up,  as  far  aa  the  endurance  of  the  patient 
will  permit,  without  relieving  the  weight  of  the  body.     .    .     . 

If  yon  are  not  able  to  obtain  any  of  the  apparatus  described, 
you  may  take  a  piece  of  ordinaiy  sole-leather,  dip  it  into  cold 
water  until  it  becomes  perfoctly  soft  and  flexible,  and,  after  the 
child  has  been  straightened  out  as  much  as  can  be  done  with 
safety,  mould  it  to  the  body,  and  secure  it  by  means  of  a  roller- 
bandage. 

Again,  they  may  be  dressed  with  plaster  of  Paris,  as  you 
would  a  fracture.     ... 

At  first  I  was  afraid  that  the  thoracic  compression  would  in- 
terfere with  respiration,  and  therefore  divided  the  cuirass  in  the 
median  line  as  soon  as  the  plaster  was  set;  I  then  secured  the 
lower  or  pelvic  portion  with  a  firm,  non-elastic  roller,  and  the 
upper  or  thoracic  portion  with  elastic  bands  to  allow  more  free 
lateral  expansion  of  the  chest. 

Practical  experience,  however,  has  demonstrated  that  this  is 
not  necessary,  but  on  the  contrary  is  injurious,  particulariyif  the 
disease  involves  the  sides  of  the  bodies  of  the  dorsal  vertebrfe, 
and  that  the  complete  circling  of  the  thorax  in  the  immovable 
plaster  bandage  in  these  cases  gives  the  greatest  relief,  as  by  this 
means  the  ribs  are  held  absolutely  motionless,  and  the  respira- 
tion is  compelled  to  be  diaphragmatic  and  abdominal.  When 
the  thorax  is  thus  firmly  secured,  the  anus  and  perineum  will 
rise  and  fall  synchronously  with  the  diaphragm,  and  the  respira- 
tion be  carried  on  without  difficulty,  as  long  as  these  parts  are 
free  from  pressure.  Pressure  upward  against  these  parts  with 
the  band  produces  a  feeling  of  suffocation.  It  is  therefore  neces- 
sary, when  the  thorax  is  thus  secured,  that  the  patient  should  sit 
apon  a  chair  with  a  bole  in  the  seat,  like  a  close-stool,  or  use  an 
inflated  India-rubber  ring,  like  the  ordinary  life-supporter. — New 
York  Medical  Journal. 
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Campbobated  Phehoi. — Biifalini  describes  the  combination  of 
camphor  luid  carbolic  acid. 

If  equal  parts  of  carbolic  and  camphor  be  diaaolved  in  alco- 
hol, and  the  mixture  be  allowed  to  stand  for  13  hours,  a  yellow- 
ish, oily  etratnm  arisen  to  the  surface.  This  will  not  mix  with 
the  water  or  liquid,  nor  is  the  camphor  precipitated  by  the  alco- 
hol. This  subetaoce  is  called  camphorated  phenol.  It  is  best 
prepared  as  follows : 

One  part  of  carbolic  acid  and  two  of  camphor  are  mised  in 
a  vessel  and  allowed  to  stand  for  some  hours.  A  reddish-yellow 
oily  liquid  will  be  formed,  which  is  to  be  purified  by  washing  with 
water.  The  properties  of  this  combination  are  reddish-yellow 
color,  oily  appearance,  smell  of  camphor,  insoluble  in  water,  but 
soluble  in  alcohol  and  ether.  From  considerable  experience  in 
its  use,  Bufalini  concludes; 

(1)  Camphorated  phenol  produces  the  same  effects  as  carbolic 
acid,  but  is  less  dangerous.  It  may  be  used  both  internally  and 
externally,  viz.,  in  enteric  fever,  etc 

(2)  It  has  the  power  of  modifying  nnhealtby  wounds  and  of 
destroying  the  parasites  which  are  pi-esent  in  certain  diueaees,  as 
septiceemia,  typhoid  feTer,  etc. 

(8)  The  medical  use  of  camphorated  phenol  is  to  be  preferred 
to  that  of  carbolic  acid,  as  the  former  does  not  present  the  dis- 
advantages of  the  latter, 

(4)  Camphorated  phenol,  when  applied  to  wounds,  does  not 
irritate  them  or  act  as  a  oaastic  or  disorganizing  substance  on 
them,  and  may  be  used  in  large  doses,  without  producing  symp- 
toms of  poisoning. — The  Druggists'  Circuiar. 

The  Moral  of  the  Michioan  DirncuLXY. — The  disturbance 
caused  by  the  "  inflation  policy"  of  the  legislature  of  Michigan 
in  forcing  a  so-called  homceopathic  department  into  the  regu- 
lar school  has  reached  the  "  correspondence"  stage,  so  that  we 
naay  hope  the  end  is  at  band.  The  only  advantage  to  be  hoped 
for  from  the  letters  is  that  the  profession  may  be  stirred  op  to- 
take  a  firm  position  in  the  matter.  Nothing  is  to  be  gained  by 
temporizing:  if  the  faculty  does  not  appreciate  that  no  com- 
promise with  quackery  is  possible,  they  will  find  oat  their  error 
when  it  may  be  too  late  to  repair  it  If  the  medical  department 
is  thought  worth  preserving,  a  vigorous  effort  must  be  made.  We^ 
appreciate  that  the  position  is  a  hard  one.    An  ignorant  legisla- 
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tare  and  public  presB  bave  Datnral  affinitiea  with  qaackery,  and 
the  respectable  man  is  always  at  a  diaadvaDtage  in  a  dispute  with 
an  nnacmpiiloiifi  impostor;  neverthelea  the  fight  must  be  fought. 

This  affair,  let  it  end  aa  it  may,  is  of  great  importaDce,  as  it 
points  a  moral  that  the  profession  at  large  should  profit  by..  Some 
years  ago  a  ring  endeavored,  happily  withont  sncces,  to  establish 
a  national  nniveraity  under  government  control,  and  we  occa- 
sionally hear  su^estions  of  State  boards  to  confer  licenses  to 
practice.  Let  it  be  understood  once  and  for  all  that  professional 
honor  is  too  precious  to  be  made  one  of  the  prizes  of  political 
coatests.  The  theory  as  well  as  the  practical  working  of  oor 
political  system  forbids  ns  to  consider  government  as  a  kind  parent 
in  whom  we  may  trust;  on  the  contrary,  it  can  be  kept  pure  only 
by  the  strongest  and  most  persistent  efforts,  and  a  moment's  inat- 
tention may  give  the  intriguer  years  of  advantage. 

A  legislature  may  be  respectable  one  year,  and  the  reverse  the 
next;  or  if  not  the  next,  yet  sorely  sooner  or  later;  and  it  would 
be  as  futile  as  unbecoming  for  us  to  pit  ourselves  against  the  quack 
in  lobbying  and  bribery.  Professional  affairs  are  safe  only  in  our 
own  hands;  let  us  keep  them  there. — lionton  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 

A  SiuPLE  AHU  Effectual  Plug  in  Nasal  Hehobrhaoe. — By  T. 
H.  Jewett,  M.D. — Many  years  since  my  master,  the  venerable  and 
eminent  surgeon,  Dr.  W.  Perry,  of  Exeter,  N.  BL,  taught  me  at 
the  bedside  of  a  patient  nearly  moribund,  the  following  simple 
method  of  arresting  nasal  hemorrhage: — 

Bellocq's  instrament  and  all  its  contrivances  are  not  to  be 
compaied  with  this  of  Dr.  Perry's,  for  ease  of  appUcation  and 
efficieucy.  It  has  never  failed  in  my  hands,  either  in  hemorrhage 
or  typhoid  fever,  in  that  connected  with  diseases  of  the  heart,  or 
purpura,  or  nasal  hemorrhages  of  any  other  origin.  Boll  up  be- 
tween the  thumb  and  fingers  a  lock  of  cotton  into  a  cylinder  or  lit- 
tle roll,  an  inch  or  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length;  tie  a  strong  thread 
to  the  middle  of  the  roll;  bring  the  two  ends  of  the  roll  together, 
and  then,  opening  the  nasal  orifice  by  pressing  down  with  the  end 
of  the  finger  its  lower  margin,  pass  the  middle  or  folded  part  of  the 
roll  (where  the  string  is  tied)  in  the  nostril;  next  with  the  blunt 
end  of  a  lead  pencil  or  stick,  press  in  the  cotton  roll  slowly,  along 
the  floor  of  the  nostril,  an  inch  or  more,  and  rest  If  the  blood 
passes  down  into  the  throat,  yon  may  be  sore  the  bleeding  spot 
is  behind  the  roll,  so  push  in  your  roll  further  and  the  blood  will 


b,Coo*^lc 


412  ATLASTA  MEDICAL  ASD  SUHQWAL  JOURNAL. 

cease  to  pass  behind.  Then  holding  on  to  the  string  pass  some 
loose  cotton  into  the  nostril,  and  push  it  in  and  along,  with  the 
pencil,  down  to  the  plug.  The  cotton  will  swell  with  the  moist- 
are,  compress  the  bleeding  surface,  and  an-eat  the  hemorrhage. 
It  is  well  to  let  the  plug  remain  for  two  or  three  days.  The  string 
attached  to  the  cottou  may  be  carried  up  around  the  alec  nasi,  to 
the  side  of  the  cheek,  and  fastened  with  a  strip  of  adhesive  plas- 
ter. In  a  day  or  two  the  mucus  or  natural  secretions  of  the  nasal 
surfaces  will  loosen  the  plug,  and  it  may  be  easily  removed  by 
the  string.  The  dry  cotton  will,  in  an  ordiuary  case,  answer  for 
the  plug.  If  you  choose,  you  can  wet  it  in  liquor  ferri  persul- 
phate, or  cause  the  plug  to  be  dusted  over  with  pulv.  ferri  persul- 
phate, or  ferric  alum,  or  tannic  acid,  or  any  other  astringent  that 
may  be  preferred. — PhU.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 

A  New  AoffesivE  Plasteb. — Kauvin  recommends  a  mixture  of 
twenty  parts  of  mucilage  of  gum  arable  and  one  part  glycerine, 
spread  three  or  four  times  upon  linen  at  sufficient  intervals  to 
allow  it  to  thoroughly  dry.  This  plaster  is  glussy,  pliable,  does 
not  deteriorate  with  keeping,  and  is  considerably  cheaper  than 
English  plaster  or  diachylon  plaBter. — The  Druggidn'  Circular. 

No  Iron  in  thb  Colokino  Matter  of  the  Blood. — More  than  a 
jear  ago  MM.  Paquelin  and  JoUy,  in  a  communication  to  the 
French  Academy  of  Sciences,  asserted  that  "iron  esists  in  the 
blood -globules  in  the  state  of  tribasic  ferros  phosphate,"  but  that 
"hiematosln  contains  no  iron,  asM.  Chevrenl  had  already  proved, 
observing  that  the  composition  of  this  coloring  matter  varies 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  solvent  applied  for  its  extraction, 
but  at  the  same  time  declaring  that  we  know  of  no  process  by 
which  it  may  be  obtained  in  a  pure  state."  In  a  recent  paper 
the  same  authors  report:  "We  have  at  last  been  able  to  obtain 
the  bfemattc  pigment  in  a  state  of  perfect  pnrity  and  entirely 
free  from  iron.  This  hEematosin  exhibits  the  following  proper- 
ties: It  burns,  without  leaving  any  ash,  like  resinous  substances; 
it  is  insoluble  iu  pure  wat«r;  it  dissolves  a  very  little  in  ammo- 
nia, to  which  it  gives  a  pale  yellow  tint;  it  is  acted  upon  by  cans- 
tic  potash  and  soda,  to  which  it  communicates  a  brown  tint,  and 
it  is  slightly  soluble  in  alcohol;  the  eolation  becomes  amber-col- 
ored. The  solvents  of  btematosin  are  ether,  chloroform,  benzine, 
And  carbonic  disulpbide.  With  these  bodies,  the  dilated  soln- 
tion  is  amber-colored;  concentrated,  it  is  red." — Druggists'  Gir. 
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BiLATEKAL  Sbction  OF  Cervh  Uteri, — Bxf  Thad.  A.  Beamy,  M.D, 
Results. — Cured  one — a  virgin,  after  fonr  montha  enbaequent  treat- 
ment. She  married  four  years  after  operation,  and  became  a 
mother.  Haa  borne  two  children.  Labors  easy  and  natural. 
Was  attended  daiing  first  confinement  by  myaelf.  No  cicatricial 
deformity  of  09. 

Relieved  for  periods  varying  from  three  to  six  months  after 
operation — i.  In  each  of  these  cases  the  symptoms  returning  with 
more  or  less  violence.  All  bene&ts  from  the  operation  lost.  And 
in  two  of  these  fonr  cases  there  was  subsequently  aversion  of  the 
anterior  and  posterior  lips  mth  ulceration  dependent  upon  the 
division,  reaching  a  condition  more  imperatively  demanding  oper- 
tive  procedures  for  relief  than  the  original  difiiculty. 

Permanently  relieved  but  nut  cured — 3. 

Followed  by  pregnancy  going  to  term — 1. 

Followed  by  pregnancy  and  aborting  apparently  from  condi- 
tion of  cervix — 1. 

No  improvement  whatever — 3. 

Operation  followed  by  peri-uterine  and  pelvic  cellulitis,  im- 
periUing  the  patients  lives — 2  lu  one  of  these  cases  the  nterus 
becoming  immobile  filially,  in  a  retroverted  position. 

These  cases  were  under  my  observation  directly  and  indirectly 
for  periods  varying  from  six  months  to  several  yeai's.  Two  of 
these  patients  have  since  died  of  other  diseases:  and  possibly 
others.  Several  of  these  patients  have  now  of  course  passed  from 
my  observation,  and  their  subsequent  history  might  possibly 
change  to  some  extent  my  final  conclusions  as  to  the  results  of 
the  treatment  employed. 

If  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Academy  I  will  in  the  near  future 
give  the  results  of  other  plaus  of  treatment  expressed  by  a  large 
number  of  cases.  Besults  which  have,  to  me  at  least,  been  far  Aore 
satisfactory.  In  conclusion,  1  have  only  to  say,  I  consider  bilateral, 
sectiou  of  the  uterine  cervix  unwarranted,  except  in  rare  cases 
of  cervical  deformity  attended  with  anteflexion.*  Unwarranted, 
first,  because  it  does  but  little  good,  and  in  a  majority  of  cases  no 
good  whatever.  2Dd.  Because  it  often  induces  conditions  more 
to  be  deplored  than  those  for  which  it  is  employed — eversion,  etc. 

*  Of  coarso  incisioDs  for  relief  of  uterine  fibroids  nre  excluded  Irom  this 
deuiul  of  propriety  of  the  practice;  thane  iucisions  I  moke,  but  I  do  notcoii- 
fiue  tbem  to  the  cervical  Isleml  tine. 
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3d.  Becanee,  except  under  the  most  favorable  auspices,  the  oper- 
ation is  attended  with  danger  to  life  in  its  conoeqnenceB.  4th. 
Because  other  means  far  safer  and  far  more  efficient  are  at  our 
command. — Clinic. 

A  SiHFLi  Method  of  Aspir&tisq  the  Bl&ddbr. — By  Louvs  A. 
la  Garde. — On  the  10th  July,  1875,  a  Mexican  teamster,  thirty- 
foor  years  of  age,  entered  the  Post  Hospital,  with  retention  of 
urine  of  thirty-six  hours'  standing  resulting  from  ot^anic  strict- 
ure of  the  urethra.  He  was  put  on  opium,  and  given  hip-baths 
frequently  during  the  first  six  hours  of  his  admission.  Catheter- 
ization was  attempted,  but  failed.  He  refased  to  submit  to  ex- 
ternal perineal  urethrotomy,  whioh  was  urged  as  the  only  means 
of  relief  in  the  absence  of  any  of  the  modem  instruments  for 
the  relief  of  both  the  stricture  and  retention.  Having  no  aspi- 
rator, and  the  opium  and  hip-bath  treatment  having  failed,  the 
case  resolved  itself  into  one  of  rectal  or  suprapubic  puncture  of 
the  bladder.  A  happy  idea  occurred  to  me,  which  I  received 
from  my  friend.  Professor  Griffith,  of  Kansas  City,  in  a  conver- 
sation last  winter.  I  contrived  an  aspirator  by  means  of  a  vac- 
uum created  in  a  quart  bottle,  in  which  was  poured  ^ss.  of  chlo- 
roform, allowed  to  evaporate  by  heat  in  a  water-bath  near  the 
boiling  point.  While  the  last  of  the  chloroform  was  evaporating, 
the  bottle  was  stopped  with  a  tight-fitting  cork,  through  which 
a  canula  was  tightly  adjusted.  I  attached  a  piece  of  India-rub- 
ber tubing,  twelve  inches  in  length,  (from  a  Davidson  syringe), 
to  the  end  of  the  canula,  and  fixed  a  hypodermic  needle  in  the 
other  end  of  the  tube.  Having  everything  ready,  I  thrnst  the 
needle  into  the  bladder,  two  incbes  above  the  pabes,  in  the  linea 
alba.  From  the  tact  that  the  bottle  was  stiil  warm,  and  the  re- 
maining chloroform,  in  a  state  of  vapor,  occupied  the  space  in  the 
vacuum,  the  orine  did  not  flow  for  perhaps  ten  minutes;  but  as 
'soon  as  the  condensation  of  vapor  commenced  to  take  place,  the 
urine  was  seen  to  come  through  the  canul^  at  first  drop  by  drop, 
and  then  into  an  uointermpted  stream.  It  continued  to  flow  thus 
4iutil  the  bottle  lacked  not  more  than  two  cubic  inches  of  being 
full.    The  amount  of  urine  removed  measured  two  pints. 

The  morning  following  the  operation  the  patient  passed  urine 
through  the  urethra,  and  later  on  in  the  day  his  condition  was  so 
much  improved  that  he  considered  himself  well,  and  insisted  on 
leaving  the  hospital. — The  Medical  Record. 
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Abe  Hot  Dbinks  Coouko  ? — A  Vicksburg  boy  got  hold  of  s 
newspaper  the  other  day,  which  said  that  hot  driubs  were  more 
'COoHng  to  the  syatem  than  cool  beverageB.  He  emptied  a  hand- 
ful of  ground  pepper  into  the  coffe-pot,  in  order  to  teat  the  exper- 
iment, and  soon  alter  breakfast  was  heard  confessing  to  his  father 
bis  diabehef  in  domestic  recipes  of  any  kind  whatever.  The  fa- 
ther ased  a  barrel  stave  to  aid  his  side  of  the  argument — Phar- 
macol Oazetle. 

Uses  of  Southern  Vanilla. — Dr.  A.  W.  Miller  remarks,  in  the 
American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  that  deer  tongoe,  or  Southern 
vanilla  (Liatria  odoratinisima,  Willd.)  seems  destined  to  become 
a  coiimercial  staple  of  some  importance,  chiefly,  so  far,  on  ac- 
count of  its  large  consumption  as  a  flavor  for  tobacco.  It  is 
stated  to  be  also,  used  to  some  extent  in  the  South  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preserving  clothing,  woolen  fabrics,  etc.,  from  the  attacks 
of  moths.  He  recommends  a  tincture  of  the  leaves  as  an  agi'ee- 
able  perfume,  resembling  new-mown  bay. 

The  General  Manaoement  op  Fkactkres — Hy  A.  B.  Crosby, 
M.D. — Your  patient  haviug  reached  his  home,  the  question  arises, 
when  is  the  penuauent  dressing  to  be  applied  ?  or  in  other  words, 
tcAe«  w  the  broken  bone  to  be  self  I  am  surprised  that  some  sur- 
geons have  been  fonnd  who  advocate  leaving  a  fracture  practi- 
cally without  dreasiag  for  some  days,  upon  the  theory  that  the 
material  necessary  for  the  repair  of  a  broken  bone  is  not  thrown 
oat  until  seven  to  ten  days  following  the  occurrence  of  the  injury, 
and  therefore  that  it  is  a  matter  of  iadifference  whether  the  dress- 
ing is  applied  before  that  time  or  not.  Such  a  theory  is  exceed- 
ingly pernicioas.  The  sooner  a  fracture  is  dressed  the  better  it 
is  for  the  patient;  for  if  yon  leave  it  subject  to  irregular  muscular 
«ontraotion,  there  will  be  more  or  lees  laceration  of  the  soft  parts 
by  the  ends  of  the  fragments,  irritation  will  be  produced,  and 
undue  inflammation  will  be  much  more  likely  to  be  present.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  question  is  settled  beyond  discussion,  and 
that  the  surgeon  who  neglects  to  reduce  a  fracture  as  soon  as 
possible  after  it  has  been  received,  and  secure  it  in  position  by 
proper  dressings,  is  certainly  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  if  not  of 
actual  crime.     •    *     * 

Other  things  being  equal,  a  person  can  lie  longer,  without 
suffering  serious  inconvenience,  upon  a  bard  than  npon  a  soft 
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bed.  If  the  patient  is  suffering  from  a  fracture  of  the  spine,  or 
has  suffered  from  any  injury  which  is  accompanied  with  great 
loss  of  power,  and  will  Qeceasitate  the  parts  below  to  be  subjected 
to  persietent  pressure,  we  are  very  apt  to  hare  the  ordinary  re- 
sults which  follow  long-continued  pressure  and  loss  of  vitality, 
namely,  bedsores.  It  is  not  safe,  therefore,  to  attempt  the  treat- 
ment of  a  patient  who  has  received  a  fracture  or  other  serious 
injury  of  the  spine  upon  an  ordinary  bed.  For  this  purpose  the 
best  bed  that  can  be  employed  is  the  air  or  water  bed.  This 
consists  of  an  india-rubber  bag  or  flattened  sac  of  the  requisite 
dimensions,  which  can  foe  filled  with  air  or  water,  which  ever  you 
may  prefer  to  employ.  In  either  case  the  sac  should  be  only 
moderately  distended,  that  is,  it  should  be  left  a  little  yielding, 
BO  that,  when  covered  with  a  blanket,  it  will  yield  just  enough  to 
pressure  to  fit  the  back,  or  whatever  part  of  the  body  may  come 
in  contact  with  it,  perfectly  and  equally  throughout;  for  perfectly 
equable  pressure  never  resulted  in  a  bedsore.  It  is  ouly  pei'Sist- 
ent  unequal  pressure  upon  prominent  points  which  is  likely  to 
give  rise  to  bedsore,  and  if  the  same  persons,  in  most  cases,  who 
have  bedsores,  had  been  as  persistently  in  one  position  upon  an 
air  or  water  bed,  such  sores  would  not  have  occurred. 

The  management  of  tbe  dejections  from  a  person  who  is  con- 
fined to  the  bed  with  a  fracture  sometimes  becomes  a  serious 
matter.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  many  surgeons,  when  treating 
a  fracture  of  the  lower  extremity,  have  one  thick  mattress,  in  the 
central  portion  of  which  is  a  round  or  square  opening,  and  in  the 
fioor  of  the  bedstead  a  trap-door  that  can  be  opened  or  closed  at 
pleasure  from  the  under  side.  The  cavity  in  the  mattress  is  filled 
with  a  cushion  sufficiently  thick  so  that  no  depression  is  left  iu 
the  surface  when  it  is  in  place,  and  when  the  patient  wIbIicb  to 
have  a  movement  from  the  bowels  it  falls  out  as  the  trap-door  is 
unfastened.  With  such  a  convenience  he  may  have  a  dejection  iu 
comparative  peace.  It  is  usually  necessary  to  have  a  urinal  in- 
dependont  of  the  vessel  which  is  used  beneath  this  openiug  in 
the  bed,  and  the  greatest  care  must  be  exercised  in  keeping  the 
mattress  around  the  opening,  and  also  the  patient's  clothes,  per- 
fectly diy  and  clean. 

Ii  does  not  always  happen,  however,  that  you  can  have  such 
a  mattress  and  the  arrangement  I  have  just  alluded  to,  and  the 
next  best  arrangement  that  can  be  employed  is  the  ordinary 
dust-pan.   Cover  such  a  pan  with  a  folded  sheet  or  towel,  having 
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previously  pushed  a  towel  before  it  for  the  purpoee  of  protecting 
the  dreaainge  upon  the  thigh,  and  then  raising  ap  the  sound  leg 
the  thin  edge  of  the  dust-paa  can  be  eadlv  carried  weU  under 
the  body  of  the  patient  and  receive  Uie  dejection.  It  the  dis- 
charge is  BO  copious  aa  to  be  likely  to  soil  the  clothing,  the  pa- 
tient should  arrest  it,  the  pan  be  removed,  a  fresh  sheet  applied, 
and  then  replaced.  The  dust-pan  can  be  placed  beneath  the 
patient  much  easier  than  the  bed-pan,  as,  if  the  latter  is  used, 
you  will  be  much  more  likely  to  disturb  the  fracture,  while  the 
former  answers  a  most  admirable  purpose.     ♦    ♦     * 

The  question  of  bandages  is  one  upon  which,  first  and  last, 
there  has  been  a  great  diversity  of  opinion.  The  two  forms  of 
bandage  in  common  urc  are  the  ordinary  roller  bandage  and  the 
bandage  of  Scultetus.  Now  the  question  arises,  when  to  use  a 
bandage,  and  where  to  use  a  bandage ;  and  these  are  very  im- 
portant. 

I  think  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a  law  that  the  roller  bandage 
never  should  be  carried  around  the  limb  over  the  seat  of  fracture, 
unlesB  you  are  applying  some  permanent  dressing. 

The  reason  for  this  rule  is  that  if  yon  are  using  a  movable 
dressing,  one  which  is  to  be  removed  to  enable  yon  to  get  at  the 
fracture,  you  cannot  do  it  without  the  greatest  inconvenience  if 
you  employ  the  roller  bandage. 

The  roller  bandage,  however,  should  be  applied  usually  from 
the  tips  of  the  extremities  up  over  the  limb  for  a  certain  distance. 
*  •  With  fracture  of  the  humerus,  the  roller  bandage  may 
be  carried  over  the  forearm  to  the  elbow,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting the  occurreuce  of  aweitiug  below  the  seat  of  fracture  after 
the  permanent  dressings  have  been  applied.  With  reference  to 
the  lower  extreniily,  the  same  principle  holds  good  ;  and  with 
fracture  of  the  thigh,  you  will  be  obliged  to  bandage  the  foot, 
ankle,  and  leg  to  thti  kucc,  and  then  leave  the  seat  of  fracture 
uncovered  by  this  form  of  bandage. 

In  fractures  of  the  lower  extremity,  however,  there  is  no  ob- 
jection to  applying  over  the  seat  of  fracture  the  bandage  of 
Scultetus,  which  is  the  most  beautiful  bandage  ever  devised,  and 
the  one  that  affords  the  most  equable  compression.  This  bandage 
can  be  applied  and  laid  over  the  limb  without  disturbing  the  line 
of  fracture,  and  that  cannot  be  done  with  the  common  roller 
bandage. 

The  bandage  of  Scultetus  is  made  in  the  following  manner  : 

Vot.  XIIL-Na  7.-27. 
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First,  tear  a  strip  of  old  cloth  about  two  and  one-LaK  inchea 
wide  and  as  loDg  as  the  part  yon  desire  to  cover.  Next  tear 
several  strips,  abont  the  tame  width  and  long  enough  to  go  once 
and  a  half  aroond  the  thigh,  or  whatever  limb  ;ou  may  be  Ireat- 
ing.  Now,  having  laid  the  strip  in  one  direction,  take  one  of  the 
strips  which  arfl  to  go  aroand  the  limb,  and  place  it  across  the 
first  strip  at  ri[fht  angle,  the  middle  of  the  latter  strip  correspond- 
ing to  the  middle  line  of  the  former.  A  second  transverse  strip 
is  then  laid  upon  the  first,  overlapping  it  by  one-half  its  width, 
and  60  you  will  go  on  until  the  strip,  representing  the  length  of 
the  part  to  be  covered,  is  itself  covered  by  these  transverse  pieces. 
These  pieces  should  then  be  fastened  by  two  rows  of  stitcbes  at 
the  point  where  they  intersect  each  other.  The  bandage  is  then 
complete  and  is  ^plied  to  the  posterior  surface  of  the  limb  with 
the  single  strip  running  lengthwise.  Then  beginning  at  the  lower 
strip  one  end  is  passed  around  the  limb,  while  the  other  is  made 
to  overlap  it,  and  the  second  strip  follows  this,  and  so  on  until 
the  last  one  is  turned,  which  is  to  be  fastened  with  a  pin,  aud  the 
entire  bandage  is  secured.  'When  you  wish  to  examine  the  limb, 
all  that  is  neoessai'y  to  do  is  to  remove  the  outside  splints,  un- 
fasten the  Qpper  strip,  and  turning  back  one  end  after  another 
you  soon  reach  the  bare  surface.  Now  by  such  palpation  as  is 
necessary  you  can  determine  whether  or  not  the  fragments  are 
being  retained  in  proper  relation  with  each  other. 

There  is  one  caution  which  should  always  be  borne  in  mind 
by  the  surgeon  when  dressing  a  fracture,  and  that  is,  all  dress- 
ings, in  order  to  be  borne  and  to  be  useful,  must  compress  the 
limb  in  all  places  equably.  If  you  are  to  apply  a  bandage  over 
an  extremity  up  to  near  the  seat  of  fracture,  it  must  be  applied 
in  such  a  manner  as  will  give  a  perfectly  equable  and  firm  pres- 
sure. If  there  is  any  difference  to  be  made,  it  should  be  the 
firmest  at  the  tip  of  the  extremity  and  less  firm  as  you  go  up  the 
limb ;  but  as  a  rule,  the  more  equable  the  pressure  the  better  it 
wiU  be  borne,  and  the  better  will  be  the  result. — Medical  Record. 

Theatueht  or  Diffeiiekt  Fokms  of  He\dauub. — By  H'm.  Henry 
Day,  M.  D. — In  an  interesting  communication  "  On  the  Treatment 
of  Headache  from  Intracranial  Disease,"  Dr.  Hoson  refers  to  the 
scarcity  of  writers  on  headache,  and  says  "  it  is  not  easy  to  get 
good  guidance  on  the  subject,"  an  opinion  in  which  I  concur. 
Headaoheis  such  a  common  attendant  on  many  diseases,  especially 
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the  acute  diseascB,  that  it  is  naturally  looked  upon  as  a  mere 
symptom. 

I  do  not  altogether  agree  with  the  classi&catioti  adopted  by  the 
late  Dr.  Wright  aiid  some  other  writers.  Thus,  sick  headache  is 
classed  as  dependent  on  the  digestive  system,  when  it  really  be- 
longs to  the  nervons  system.  The  brain  is  the  first  organ  to  take 
offence.  Clinical  experience  inclines  the  scale  of  probabilities  in 
favor  of  a  nervous  and  not  a  gastric  origin.  It  is  the  nervous 
system  which  is  primarily  at  fault,  and  the  digestive  system  which 
is  thrown  out  of  order  in  consequence.  Sick  headache  is  a  form 
of  headache  not  alsvays  provoked  by  error  or  excess  in  diet,  but 
belongs  to  nervous  and  excitable  temperaments.  It  is  commonly 
met  with  in  ciiildren  and  delicate  women,  when  the  most  regular 
<liet  has  been  observed,  and  the  stomach  and  bowels  are  in  no 
way  disordered.  I  have  known  people,  especially  young  persons 
of  both  sexes,  suffer  periodically  from  this  form  of  headache, 
and  attended  even  with  bilious  vomiting.  They  have  clean 
tongues,  clear  eyes,  pale  urine,  and  healthy  motions.  Over  brain- 
work,  fatigue,  late  hours,  and  excitement  will  bring  it  on,  and 
when  these  habits  have  been  discontinued  they  will  get  relief,  and 
go  on  for  months  without  an  attack.  Some  young  women  suffer 
severely  before  each  catamenial  period,  and  especially  if  they 
are  subject  to  dysmenorrhcea.  The  vomiting  of  a  little  bile  no 
more  admits  of  any  headache  being  classed  as  bilious  than  the 
Tomiting  of  bile  in  severe  sea  sickness  deserves  to  be  ascribed  to 
-excess  of  bile  in  the  system.  In  the  case  of  a  young  gentleman 
jwjently  under  my  care,  of  very  nervous  and  anxious  tempera- 
ment, and  who  suffered  from  this  sick -headache,  I  advised  that 
betw^n  the  intervals  of  the  headache  he  should  take  bromide  of 
ammonium  in  fifteen-grain  doses,  with  five  grains  of  citrate  of 
iron  in  an  ounce  of  water,  twice  a  day.  He  continued  this  remedy 
for  six  weeks,  and  at  the  end  of  Hve  months  I  heard  that  he  had 
not  suffered  from  any  return.  The  excitement  of  traveling  to 
London  after  this  long  interval  of  perfect  healtli  so  upset  his 
nervous  system,  that  it  brought  on  one  of  his  worst  attacks,  at- 
tended with  giddiness,  coufasion  of  ideas,  and  sickness.  Head- 
ache, known  as  nervous  headache,  dependent  on  nofemia,  neu- 
ralgia, leucorrhoia,  mental  and  bodily  fatigue,  and  prolonged 
anxiety,  belongs  to  this  class.  It  particularly  attacks  persons  of 
delicate  sensibility  and  weak  organization.  The  pain  may  ex- 
tend from  the  forehead  to  the  occiput  or  the  vertex,  or  one  temple 
may  be  the  chief  seat  of  suffering. 
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A.^ain,  under  the  heading  of  bilious  headache.  Dr.  Wright  Bob- 
diviued  it  iuto  two  forms,  one  arising  fiom  the  "  accumulation  of 
bile  in  the  system,"  and  the  other  from  "  exuberant  eecietion  of 
bile,"  which  to  my  mind  ie  an  unueceESary  refinement. 

■'  Vlaa.'m  mly  CDUngle  ItaeK  In  orer-DlceDcn." 

Among  children  I  have  classified  headaches  as  followa  : 

1,  Cerebral  headache,  attributable  to  injury  or  to  chronic  or 
ftcute  inflammation. 

2.  Gastric  headache,  from  intestinal  and  he]>iitic  derangement, 
known  as  bilious  hcaducbe. 

Z.  Epileptic  headache. 

4.  Febrile  h«adnche. 

5.  Headache  from  nnEemia,  neuralgia,  etc.,  constituting  nerv- 
ous headache. 

6.  Headache  depending  on  some  intricate  change  in  the  cere- 
bral membranes  or  tiKsiiGK  uf  the  brain. 

I  have  alluded  to  a  type  of  the  headache  which  I  have  tcnned 
"  cerebral  headache."  It  follows  rtmutely  on  a  slight  blow  or 
injury  received  at  some  earlier  perioil  \vliich  hus  escsped  notice- 
at  the  time,  and  this  Las  led  to  a  disturbance  in  the  brain  circu- 
lation and  au  iLitcnuptioii  to  its  functions  The  proposition  I 
would  eudeavur  to  esliiblisb  amounts  to  this — that  an  injury^ 
barely  sufficient  in  some  instances  to  ehake  the  contents  of  the 
brain,  will  in  nervous  or  delicate  children,  or  where  hereditary 
predisposition  to  nervous  disease  is  strong,  awaken  this  character 
of  headache,  even  if  it  docs  not  lay  the  foundation  of  oiganic 
change.  The  head  has  iu  some  instances  only  revealed  its  weak- 
ness when  the  strain  of  school-work  has  first  been  put  upon  it. 

I  have  thought  the  headache  of  epilepsy  and  fever  worth 
especial  notice.  The  frequent  occurence  of  epileptic  seizures- 
shakes  and  diaturbes  the  whole  ccrt-brnl  maiis,  and  by  impairiug 
the  nervous  btructure  causea  headacLu  having  no  very  Bjiefial. 
features.  I  have  met  with  some  distreseing  cases  of  headache 
from  this  cause,  lasting  tor  dajs  and  evcu  weeks  together.  Again, 
headache  is  a  common  accompaniment  of  fever  in  jouwg  and 
Tobubt  subjects,  and  cold  affusion,  and  even  the  ai  plication  oE 
luechcs,  have  been  required  to  subdue  it.  In  typhus  and  lelups- 
ing  fever  it  is  oftentimes  severe,  and  is  among  the  chief  symptoms 
we  have  to  combat.  This  is  a  form  of  headache  symptomatic  o£ 
a  toitemic  condition  of  the  blood,  and  from  this  cause  we  may 
have  headache  due  to  gout  and  rheutuatism,  syphilis,  or  BrJght'& 
diBease.  ,  -  , 
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'The  Inst  form  of  headat^be,  No.  G,  is  one  posseBsiog  much  in- 
tereat.  Bat  to  tbie  wider  field  o(  inquiry,  which  I  have  already 
attempted  elsewhere,  the  space  at  my  disposal  does  not  admit  o( 
any  more  than  a  passing  allusion.  I  may  observe  that  the  first 
TOanifeBtations  of  ilinens  are  those  of  lethargy  and  inaotivity. 
Headache  is  the  first  striking  symptom  that  attracts  notice,  though 
the  health  may  have  been  gradually  declining,  and  the  child  losing 
flesh  and  strength.  Bad  food  and  clothing,  foul  air,  and  all  the 
attributes  of  poverty,  are  among  the  common  causes.  Consump- 
tion, insanity,  nervous  disease,  and  syphilis,  are  often  traceable 
on  the  father's  or  mother's  aide.  Boys  who  show  an  aptitude  for 
learning  are  sometimes  victims  to  this  form  of  headache.  After 
any  mental  effort  they  become  listless  and  variable  in  temper  and 
manner,  sometimes  dull,  and  at  other  times  fidgety  and  quarrel- 
some. The  pulse  is  weak  ;  sighing  and  yawning  are  frequent 
symptoms ;  the  headache  is  constant,  and  the  appetite  poor.  It 
is  never  so  overwhelming  in  its  severity  as  a  sick  headache,  but 
is  more  continuous,  and  may  last  for  days  and  even  months  to- 
gether. The  child  easily  becomes  wearied,  and  falls  off  into  sleep 
in  the  daytime,  from  which  it  does  not  awake  refreshed.  These 
cases  are  insidious  in  their  origin,  and,  until  headache  is  com- 
plained of,  no  decided  symptoms  attract  notice.  There  is  an 
obscure  stage  of  debility  and  nervous  prostration  preceding  this, 
and  the  evil  is  increased  by  continuance  nt  school,  deficient  food 
and  clothing,  or  severe  moral  discipline,  on  the  ignorant  assump- 
tion that,  the  child  is  wayward  and  ill-tempered. 

Bromide  of  potassium  is  a  great  remedy  in  these  cases,  and 
under  its  nse  the  headache  diminitihes,  the  irritability  passes  off, 
and  Vefreshiug  sleep  is  obtained.  All  the  symptoms  return  with 
renewed  force  if  the  remedy  is  discontinued  too  soon.  The  special 
therapeutic  effects  of  the  drug  are  only  to  be  gained  by  small 
doses,  and  iodide.of  potassium  should  be  combined  in  still  smaller 
<loses  with  it.  The  bromide  and  iodide  is  the  best  combination 
-where  nervous  exhaustion  and  headache  are  the  leading  symp- 
-toms.  If  persevered  with,  the  headache  and  excitement  abate, 
and  so  a  safe  pathway  is  made  for  cod-liver  oil  and  other  tonic 
Temedies.  We  must  subdue  the  pain  before  we  can  bnild  up  the 
general  health.  These  peculiar  brain  derangements  are  success- 
fully  combated  by  the  bromide  of  potassium,  and  the  tendency 
to  degenerative  disease  of  the  nerve-centres  is  arrested. 

But  this  communication  is  chiefly  invited  by   Dr.   Moxon'B 
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teetimoD;  in  favor  of  the  hypodermic  injection  of  morphia.  In 
properly  selected  cftsee,  this  is  oiie  of  the  best,  if  it  is  not  the 
onlj  reliable  remedy  we  possess.  When  the  sickness  and  pros- 
tration Qre  extreme,  and  nothing  can  be  retained  on  the  stomach, 
not  so  much  as  a  little  iced  water — when  the  extremities  are  cold 
and  the  pulse  feeble — vhen  there  is  intolerance  of  light  and 
sound,  and  the  patient  has  been  days  without  getting  any  relief, 
— the  one-flixth  of  a  grain  of  acetate  of  morphia  for  an  adult 
will  be  sufficient  to  ensure  sleep,  and  the  patient  will  wake  up 
without  headache,  if  not  well.  Sometimes  the  addition  of  the 
120th  to  the  80th  of  a  grain  of  atropia  will  exert  an  antagonistic 
effect,  and  combat  the  tendency  to  sickness  which  morphia  alone 
frequently  escites. 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  Dr.  Moxon  has  succeeded  with  the 
hypodermic  injection  of  morphia  in  some  cases  of  headache  from 
organic  brain  disease.  Avowedly  difficult  as  headache  is  to  man- 
age when  it  depends  on  structural  change,  pathological  research 
has  proved  that  hydatid  tumors  and  morbid  growths,  involving 
the  encephalon  exist  without  causing  pain.  Even  when  it  is  most 
acute  and  continuous  there  are  generally  intermissions  which 
afford  the  poor  sufferer  some  temporary  relief  from  hia  anguish. 

There  is  another  form  of  nervous  headache  happening  to 
some  women  whose  general  health  has  been  lowered  by  freqnent 
childbearing,  excessive  catamenial  discharges,  or  poverty  and 
anxiety.  In  these  people  the  sympathetic  system  is  easily  excited 
to  disturbance  through  original  delicacy  of  constitution  in  some 
instances,  or  if  the  functions  of  digestion  and  assimilation  are 
overtaxed,  the  impression  is  conveyed  to  the  sensorium  by  re- 
flected irritation,  and  agonising  headache  is  the  result.  The  top 
of  the  head  is  hot,  the  pupils  contracted,  and  the  pulse  weak 
and  usnally  slow.  There  is  a  sensation  as  though  something  was 
scratching  or  alive  within  the  head.  Days  before  the  attack 
aomes  on  the  patient  is  irritable  and  fidgety,  and  cannot  settle 
down  to  her  ordinary  pursuits  and  occupation.  Everything  puts 
her  out ;  her  reasoning  is  gone  ;  she  is  frequently  sick,  and  her 
stomach  loathes  the  sight  of  food.  Xiife  is  such  a  burden  that 
she  can  scarcely  trust  herself  to  be  alone.  This  form  of  head- 
ache is  due  to  meningeal  Irritation,  and  does  not  affect  the  cere- 
bral mass  itself  unless  the  pain  and  suffering  do  not  yield  to 
treatment,  and  then  the  whole  cerebral  tissue  becomes  involved,, 
and  irritability  is  cKcbanged  for  indifference  and  despair. 
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Bromiile'  of  ammoDinni  giTon  early  in  the  moroiDg,  before 
rifliog,  with  eal  volntile,  or  Bmall  doses  of  iodide  of  potaBsiam 
with  the  same  aromatic  stiainlnnt,  will  have  a  good  effect,  whilst 
the  general  health  requires  atteDtiou  in  the  intervals.  Scmple 
doses  of  bromide  of  potnssiam  in  camphor  mixture  three  times  a 
day  will  give  relief  sometimes  when  quinine  and  bark  in  every 
conceivable  form  have  failed.  When  it  can  be  procured,  change 
of  air  and  scene  do  much  for  these  sufferers,  by  diverting  the 
mind  and  introdncing  fresh  interests  and  occupation. 

Some  examples  of  this  distressing  headache  have  come  before 
me,  and  in  two  cases,  where  the  attacks  were  of  frequent  occur- 
<  during  a  period  of  thirty  years,  they  nearly  ceased  after 
he  age  of  sixty.  No  explanation  could  be  offered  for  their  sud- 
den cessation.  And  here  I  would  just  remark  that  when  all 
'emedies  appear  to  fail  in  elderly  people  we  should  dissuade  them 
from  the  use  of  stimulants.  As  they  grow  older  they  grow  more 
indulgent,  and  increase  their  daily  dose  of  wine,  while  they  take 
exercise,  live  in  hot  rooms,  and  are  continually  taming  round 
;heir  own  narrow  circle.  They  cannot  take  themselves  from 
themselves.  There  are  headaches  even  in  old  people  which  are 
purely  functioual,  and  yet  so  rebellious  to  treatment  that  we  are 
often  disposed  to  regard  them  as  dtie  to  organic  change. — London 
Lancel. 

Oh  the  Treatmknt  of  Phagedenic  Gasoresocs  Tesereal  Sores. 
By  D.  B.  Simmons,  M.  D. — Within  the  last  two  years  several  cases 
which  will  admit  of  this  classification  have  come  into  the  hos- 
pital for  treatment.  The  hot  iron,  nitric,  chromic,  and  carbolic 
acids  were  all  tried  in  turn,  as  well  as  "  Ricord's  born  enemy  of 
phagedenic,"  with  what  we  believe  to  he  the  average  rate  of 
success. 

The  lost  four  cases,  and  one  especially,  which  we  shall  refer 
to,  were  almost  entirely  treated,  however,  by,  if  not  a  new  pro- 
cess, ooe  which  was  productive  of  such  satisfactory  results  as  to 
warrant  us  earnestly  recommending  its  trial.  This  coiisisla  in  the 
contiiuious  imvterinon  of  the  deceased  pari  in  hot  or  warm  vxtter. 
.  .  .  It  is  our  opinion  that  the  destructive  agency  is  to  be 
found  in  the  peculiar  or  specific  character  of  the  discharge,  and 
that  the  water  simply  removes  or  dilutes  it,  so  as  to  destroy  its 
action,  the  same  as  it  would  with  a  caustic — Medical  Eecord. 
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A  QuEsnoii  OM  THE  PoxsioLODi  OF  THE  Bkaih. — The  present 
generation  of  medical  men  have  been  taught  that  leeioas  of  either 
hemisphere  of  the  brain  communicate  their  results  to  the  oppo- 
site aide  of  the  body.  The  decussation  of  the  fibres  at  the  base 
of  the  brain  faFuished  a  ready  explanation  of  the  phenomenon. 
But  now  this  mnst^e  unlearned.  Brown  Sequard  has  collected  150 
cases  of  paralysis  in  which  the  brain-lesion  was  on  the  paralyzed 
side.  He  says :  "  The  character  of  the  symptoms  in  brain-diseases 
is  not  in  the  least  dependent  on  the  seat  of  the  lesion,  so  that  a 
lesion  of  the  same  part  may  produce  a  great  variety  of  symp- 
toms, while  on  the  other  hand  the  symptoms  may  be  due  to  the 
most  various  causes — various  not  only  as  regards  the  Idnd,  but 
also  the  seat  of  the  organic  alteration.  lu  view  of  these  bets," 
he  continues,  "  I  have  beau  led  to  believe  that  lesions  of  the  brain 
produce  symptoms,  not  by  destroying  the  function  of  the  part 
where  they  exist,  but  by  exerting  over  distant  parts  an  inhibitory 
or  an  exciting  influence,  or  in  other  words,  either  by  stopping  an 
activity  or  eettine  it  in  play."  These  views  are  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  the  doctrines  of  phrenology. — Pacific  Mud.  and  Surg. 
Journal. 

EczEUA — ^Its  Naturb  and  llASAnEMEsi.— In  bis  monograph  on 
this  subject.  Dr.  L.  D.  Buckley,  of  New  York,  comes  to  the  fol- 
lowing conclusions  : 

1.  Trae  eczema  is  a  catarrh  of  the  sliin,  properly  acute  but 
very  commonly  subacute  and  chronic,  and  is  entirely  analogous 
to  catarrh  of  the  muuuus  membranes,  which  are,  indeed,  but  in- 
voluted portions  of  the  cutaneous  envelope.  The  absence  of 
moisture,  in  many  cases,  does  not  disprove  this,  for  if  the  dry 
parts  are  kept  covered  with  oiled  silk  or  gutta-percha  paper  or 
rubber  to  prevent  rapid  evaporation,  we  soon  find  that  the  ma- 
terial forming  the  scales  is  the  same  as  in  other  cases,  catarrhal, 
which  stiffens  linen. 

2.  This  catarrh  tends  to  run  a  certain  course,  accompanied 
by  definite  pathological  changes,  and  the  disease  which  we  meet 
with  more  commonly,  is,  in  a  large  part,  made  up  of  the  relics  left 
in  the  skin — that  is,  thickening  caused  by  a  deposit  of  adventi- 
tious cells,  mostly  in  the  rete  mucosum,  but  also  capable  of  extend- 
ing into  the  papillary  layer,  the  derma,  and  even  deep  into  the 
adipose  tissue. 

3.  Much  that  Is  called  eczema  is  properly  only  a  dermatitis  or 
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ordinary  iDflammation  of  the  skin,  tendiDg  to  spontaneous  recov- 
ery wheo  the  cause  is  removed  and  irritating  ogtiticieB  kept  away. 

4.  Eczema  in  Its  trne  senne  is  not  a  local  affair,  but  one  inti- 
mately associated  with  blood  changes,  represented  in  the  main  by 
ft  snb-osiJation  or  hyperacidity,  as  fonnd  in  the  stomach,  kidney, 
etc.,  and  in  thie  state,  moreover,  is  cloiiely  allied  to  gout,  rheuma- 
tism and  scrofula. 

5.  Debility,  pure  and  simple,  does  not  cause  eczema,  hut  may, 
by  its  existence,  prevent  either  the  recuperative  action  of  nature 
or  the  beneficial  effect  of  remedies. 

6.  Eczema  being  an  acute  disease,  rnnning  a  definite  course, 
-our  treatment  must  consist  principally  in  avoiding  irritating  ele- 
ments, correcting  systemic  errors,  debility,  acidity,  etc.,  favoring 
the  action  of  the  emunctories,  and  locally  making  such  applica- 
tions as  soothe  and  restore  tone  to  au  irritated  and  indamed  in- 
tegument. 

7.  The  products  of  eczema,  the  thickening  and  consequent 
scaling  and  itching,  are  removed  by  stimulating  applications,  and 
by  such  pure  tonics  as  act  directly  on  the  nerves,  causing  absorp- 
tion through  the  capiUaries,  as  quinine,  iron,  arsenic,  strychnine, 
and  the  like. 

8.  Arsenic  and  zinc  ointment,  while  serviceable  in  many  in- 
stances, are  so  far  from  being  specifics  for  eczema  that  their  use 
is  injurious  in  many  cases,  while  almost  always  other  remedies 
will  either  sufiice  atone  or  greatly  assist  their  action. — Pacific 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journai. 

Complete  Gangrene  of  the  Left  Kidney. — M.  Avezou  reports 
the  case  of  a  man  aged  79  years,  who,  while  under  treatment  for 
a  left-side  pneumonia,  complained  of  having  had  fer  several  years 
pain  in  the  left  lumbar  region.  He  hod  never  suffered  with  neph- 
ritic colic,  hccmaturia,  or  difficult  micturition;  the  urine  was  nor- 
mal, containing  neither  albumen  nor  sugar ;  and  there  had  never 
been  any  <edema  of  the  legs  and  feet.  In  eight  days  the  patient 
died. 

The  autopsy  showed  the  esiatence  of  hepatization  of  the  left  kid- 
ney, with  some  congestion  of  the  right  lung,  and  a  healthy  condi- 
tion of  the  cardiac  valves,  though  there  were  some  atheromatous 
patches  in  the  aorta. 

The  right  kidney  was  of  firm  consistence,  and  presented  to 
the  eye  no  alteration.     The  left  kidney,  however,  was  black  and 
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friable,  and  bad  an  offensWe  amell;  the  snrroundiiig  cellular  tis- 
ane and  tbe  wnlls  of  the  decending  colon  at  the  level  of  the  kid- 
ney were  also  dark-colored,  but  not  at  all  softened.  The  ureter 
of  this  kidney  had  a  smnll  thongh  permeable  calibre,  while  the 
renal  artery  waa  not  obliterated  in  its  terminiil  portion  nor  anj- 
of  it8  branches. 

On  microscopical  examination,  both  kidneys  showed  plainly 
the  alterations  due  to  intersitia!  nephritis,  with  atrophy  of  a 
large  number  of  the  glomerules,  there  existing  no  essentia)  differ- 
ence between  the  two  organs  except  in  the  degree  of  the  pathol- 
ogical change.  In  some  of  the  tubes  cotliod  casts  were  found, 
and  in  certain  parts  of  the  left  kidney  a  very  email  quantity  of 
granular  pigmentary  bodies  was  seen.'  While  the  specimens 
were  fresh  there  was  discovered  a  large  number  of  vibriones  and 
small  fatty  drobs  on  both  kidneys.  The  microscopist  had  some 
doubt  as  to  the  real  gangrenous  nature  of  these  lesions.  The 
spleen  was  also  dark-colored,  but  the  bladder  perfectly  healthy. 
Medical  Thmes. 

Infantile  THtMB-siicKiNO. —  The  Jh-iliith  Medical  Journal  pub- 
lishes an  article  by  Dr.  Horace  Dobells,  in  which  that  distin- 
guished physician  states  that  he  observed,  that  a  peculiar  and 
rather  common  deformity  of  the  chest,  is  caused  by  the  habit  of 
sucking  the  thumb  in  infancy  and  early  childhood.  He  says  that 
the  weight  of  the  arm  on  the  thorax  of  the  child,  during  sleep, 
produces  depression  of  the  ribs  in  the  line  occupied  by  the  arm, 
when  the  thumb  is  placed  in  the  mouth.  The  doctor  thinks  this 
is  a  very  important  effect  of  the  habit  of  thumb-sucking — one 
which  has  never  before  been  pointed  out — and  he  regards  it  of 
sufficient  consequence  to  be  put  on  record  for  the  benefit  of  other 
observers. — Pacijio  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

ELntiNATioN  OF  Alcohol  by  the  Respibatiok. — Aug.  Schmidt 
{ Centralblalt,  1S75,  p.  371)  states  that,  having  read  Henbach'a 
late  observations  showing  that  little  or  no  alcohol  appeared  in 
the  urine  of  febrile  patients  to  whom  it  had  been  freely  adminis- 
tered, he  resolved  to  submit  the  expired  air  to  renewed  investi- 
gation, and  tbe  result  of  his  experiments  is,  that  when  60  ccm. 
of  absolute  alcohol  have  been  consumed,  at  most  only  a  trace  can 
be  discovered  in  the  expired  air.  This  is  in  full  accordance  witb- 
the  statements  of  Anstie  and  Dupre. — I^ndon  Lancet. 
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Abstracts  of  the  More  Impobtakt  Papers  Read  Before  the 
British  Medical  Associatios. — Rheumatic  f  iji.vi-  and  its  Trealmenl. 
By  jREoes  JohnsoD,  M.  B.,  Birmiogham.— The  author  brought 
forward  for  cone i deration,  with  regard  to  the  causation  of  rheu- 
matic fever,  the  n  on -eon  version  of  starchy  food  into  glucose,  in 
consequence  of  irritation  from  improper  food,  or  from  exposure 
to  cold  and  damp,  and  the  conversion  in  the  csecum  of  the  undi- 
gested starch  into  lactic  acid,  which,  being  absorbed,  produced 
the  phenomena  of  the  disease.  Id  regard  to  the  treatment  to  be 
observed,  he  advocated  the  nse  of  bicarbonate  of  soda  given  in 
enema,  instead  of  potash.  In  twenty  cases  so  treated,  the  tem- 
perature had  gone  down  to  below  the  normal  stnte  in  the  course 
of  seven  days. 

Remarks  on  Booping-Cough  and  Ua  TrealnieiU  wilh  CarboUc 
Acid  Vapor.  By  Robert  S.  Lee,  M.  D.,  London. — Dr.  Lee  directed 
attention  to  the  very  slight  variation  in  the  annual  mortality  from 
hooping-cough,  to  its  widespread  geographical  distribution,  and 
to  the  results  of  various  kinds  of  treatment.  The  concIusioDij 
which  he  deduced  were  the  results  of  observation  of  six  hundred 
cases,  and  the  most  important  remarks  were  connected  with  the 
rise  and  fall  of  the  disease  at  the  first  or  second  quarter  of  the 
year,  and  the  frequency  with  which  the  disease  was  not  diagnosed 
on  account  of  the  absence  of  the  laryngeal  spasm  or  whoop. 
Tbe  use  of  carbolic  acid  was  recommended,  as  provini;  more 
satisfactory  than  any  other  kind  of  remedy  ;  and  the  method  of 
administering  it  in  the  form  of  vapor,  by  means  of  tbe  steam- 
draft  inhaler,  was  explained.  A  solution  of  one  part  of  carbolic 
acid  in  ten  of  water  was  kept  as  a  standard  for  mixture,  in  the 
proportion  of  two  drachms  to  fonr  ounces  of  water.  This  was 
introduced  into  the  inhaler,  and  every  tour  hours  its  vapor  was 
inspired  for  ten  minutes  or  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

On  the  Prewnlion  and  Management  of  Migcarriagen.  By  Arthur 
W.  Edis,  M.  D.,  London. — A  brief  allusion  was  made  to  tbe  mor- 
tality occasioned  by  miscarriages,  the  life  of  the  foittus  being  in- 
variably sacrificed  and  the  mother's  life  often  jeopardized ;  and 
not  only  this,  but  the  fecundity  of  the  female  was  often  destroyed, 
from  the  effects  of  uterine  disorder  following  a  miscarriage,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  distress  and  suffering  often  occasioned.  In  a 
series  of  two  thousand  cases  observed  by  the  author,  there  were 
no  fewer  than  eleven  hundred  and  forty-seven  miscarriages  com- 
pared with  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-eight  children. 
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bom  at  full  time.  MiscarriageH  were  far  too  lightljr  esteemed, 
both  by  tfae  pnblic  at  large  as  well  as  practitioners.  Patients 
with  well  marked  dexioD  of  the  ntems,  coDstitatioDal  syphilis, 
chronic  metritis,  and  numberless  other  affectiouB,  were  allowed 
to  go  on  aborting  withont  sufficient  pains  being  taken  to  prevent 
a  recurrence.  The  prevention  of  miscarriages  depended  entirely 
upon  proper  measures  being  employed  to  avoid  the  contingency 
of  a  recurrence  of  tbe  cause  or  combination  of  causes  that  in- 
dnced  the  expulsion  of  the  ovum  in  the  first  instance.  To  say 
that  a  patient  had  acquired  the  "  habit  of  aborting  "  was  merely 
asserting  our  ignorance  of  the  cause,  and  expressing  in  other 
terms  the  fact  that  the  woman  aborted  because  she  aborted.  As 
regards  the  management  of  miscarriages,  tbe  necessity  of  a 
vaginal  examination  was  strongly  insisted  on.  Tbe  influence  of 
ergot  in  the  early  stage,  in  arresting  threatened  miscarriages, 
was  favorably  alluded  to,  and  the  employment  of  carbolic  acid 
iDJectiona  where  any  portion  of  the  products  of  conception  were 
retained  was  urgently  recommended.  Tbe  author  concluded  by 
urging  a  more  careful  study  of  the  subject ;  miscarriages  being 
frequently  the  sturting-point  of  a  long  course  of  uterine  distress 
— dysmenorrhtea,  sterility,  etc. 

On  Dt/KDienorrhtm.  By  Mrs.  E.  Garrett  Anderson,  M.  D. — 
In  this  paper,  am.  Garrett  Anderson  discussed  the  following 
questions;  1.  How  fur  is  the  mechanical  theory  of  dysmenorrhoea 
supported  by  facta?  2.  Wbct  is  tbe  relation  betvpeea  mechanical 
or  obstructive  dysmenorrhtca  and  the  so-called  neuralgic,  con- 
gestive, and  rheumatic  forms  of  the  complaint  ?  3.  To  what  ex- 
tent ought  the  mechanical  theory,  if  we  accept  it,  to  gnide  our 
treatment?  With  regard  to  tbe  firnt  question,  Mrs.  Garrett 
Anderson  agreed  with  Dr.  Marion  Sims  and  Dr.  Barnes,  that  the 
essential  cause  of  dysmenorrhcea  was  retention  of  the  uterine 
secretion.  This  view  was  supported  by  the  curative  influence  of 
parturition.  Tbe  author  diflered,  however,  from  Dr.  Sims  when 
he  denied  the  existence  of  constitutional  dysmenorrhoea  ;  for  in 
a  large  number  of  cases  the  retention  might  depend  on  a  consti- 
tutional condition.  The  ansemic,  congestive,  and  rheumatic  forps 
of  dysmenorrhea  were  commented  on  ;  also  that  dependent  on 
uterine  flexion.  Mrs.  Garrett  Anderson  did  not  believe  in  neu- 
ralgic dysmenorrh<ea,  as  the  term  was  commonly  understood. 
'The  form  thus  described  might  depend  on  obstruction,  or  ou 
jtbrasion  of  tho  os,  with  endometritis  of  tbe  cervix  or  fundus. 
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Cases  of  ovarian  origin  were  believed  not  to  be  comioon  in  earl; 
woman,  not  to  be  often  primary.  " Intermenstrual"  dj'smenor- 
rb<£a  was  not  djsmenorrbtBa  at  ajl,  and  was  probably  due  to- 
ovarian  congestion.  In  refford  to  the  treatment,  Mrs.  Garrett 
AndereoD  pointed  oat  that  there  were  facts  wbicb  seem  to  indi- 
cate that,  in  accepting  the  mefbanical  theory  of  dyBmenorrhcea, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  adopt  in  the  first  instance,  and  in  moet 
caaes,  a  uectiaiiical  line  of  treatment.  Yurious  constitutional 
conditions  frequently  gave  rise  to  obstructive  djsmenorrbcea, 
which  could  often  be  removed  by  conBtitaUonal  measures. 

Neuralgic  DymnenorrkcBa.  By  Charles  R.  Dryadale,  M.  D. — 
The  author  thought  that  a  salutary  revolution  was  now  setting 
in  against  the  surgical  doctiiDes  held  by  Dr.  Marion  Sims  and 
others  upon  dysmenorrhtea  and  its  causes.  Dr.  Drjsdale  very 
rarely,  indeed,  witnessed  any  case  where  he  had  found  any  EeiTice 
to  arise  from  operations  on  the  uterus  ;  whilst  he  bad  seen  some 
cases  of  pelvic  abscess  and  pelvic  peritonitis  occur  from  such 
interference.  He  was  lately  consulted  by  a  patient,  single,  aged 
tbii'ty-two,  who  bad  sufiered  since  the  age  of  sixteen  from  dys- 
menorrhoea,  and  who,  on  consulting  two  eminent  specialists,  was- 
advised  by  the  oue  to  have  recourse  to  incision  of  the  cervix,  and 
by  the  other  to  wear  a  pessary.  In  this  case,  the  uterine  sound 
passed  in  its  normal  direction  without  difBculty,  and  the  patient 
had  no  leucorrhcea  nor  prolapse  of  the  organ,  which  was  quite, 
normal  in  size.  There  was  no  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri,  although 
another  eminent  specialist  had  considered  this  as  the  cause  of 
her  dysmenorrhcea.  The  author  held  that  there  was  still  too. 
great  a  tendency  to  expect  to  find  on  evident  physical  cause  for 
all  painful  meuBtruation.  Spaam  and  neuralgia  were  quite  suffi- 
cient to  account  for  the  vast  majority  of  cases.  Membranous, 
shreds,  also,  were  frequent  causes  of  obstruction  to  the  monthly 
flow.  An  illustrative  case  waa  recorded.  The  rational  treatment 
of  dysmencrrhcea  commencing  at  an  early  period,  consisted  not 
in  the  use  of  pessaries,  or  of  incision  of  the  uterus,  surely  ;  but 
in  the  use  of  cold  baths  in  the  morning,  with  short  walks  in  the 
open  air  afterwards  ;  in  hot  baths,  a  few  days  previously  to  the 
menstrual  periods  ;  and  in  palliative  treatment  of  the  paroxysms, 
by  means  of  antispasmodics  at  the  epoch  of  pain.  Marriage 
sometimes  cured  such  cases  at  once  ;  at  other  times,  it  was  of. 
no  use. — Medical  and  Surgical  Rfporler. 
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Notes  or  Cases  of  Dirbabe  of  the  Nekvods  System  is  the  Los- 
Dos  HoBPiTAi.. — Migraine,  Chorea,  and  Rheumatism. — Dr.  Hngh- 
Hngs  JacksoD  has  been  struck  by  the  iDtimate  relation  tbei'e  seems 
to  bs  between  chorea,  migrfiine,  and  rheumatism — a  relation 
which  he  believes  was  pointed  out  by  the  late  Dr.  Anstie.  It  is 
seen  in  several  w^ya.  Patients  who  have  chorea  are  found  to  be 
subject  to  severe  parosysmal  headache,  not  often,  however,  pre- 
ceded by  ocular  spectra.  In  several  recent  cases  of  unusually 
severe  migraine,  Dr.  Hugblings  Jackson  has  found  that  the 
families  of  the  sufferers  have  been  subject  to  rheumatic  fever. 
In  patients  recently  admitted  into  the  London  Hospital  for  rheu- 
matic fever  a  fair  proportion  have  been  subjected  to  headache, 
but  the  facts  gathered  from  tho  few  patients  as  yet  interrogated 
are  vague  and  inconclusive. 

During  a  period  of  rather  more  than  a  year  Mr.  G.  E.  Her- 
man worked  with  Dr.  Hughlings  Jackson  on  the  clinical  history 
of  chorea.  Notes  of  seventy-six  cases  were  taken.  As  regards 
headache,  it  appears  that  iifty-three  of  the  patients  suffered  from 
paroxysmal  teidaches.  In  four,  information  about  headache 
could  not  be,  or  was  not,  obtained.  Out  of  the  fifty-three  head- 
aches, thirty-one  were  constantly  attended  with  nausea  or  vomit- 
ing. In  fourteen  there  were  ocular  phenomena — temporary 
amblyopia  or  spectra.  In  eleven  there  was  giddiness. — London 
Lancet. 

Tetanus  Followino  Mbnorrhaoia  with  Purpura  Hsmorrhaoica 
— Hypodermic   Injei^tios    of   Chloral  —  Cure. — (The    Obstetrical 

-Journal,  Auguxl,  1875. — Dr.  Ribell  relates  the  case  of  a  patient, 
let.  3C,  who  suffered  from  purpura  htemorrhagica  after  each  of 
her  four  confinements.  Nine  weeks  after  her  last  one,  severe 
rigors  set  iu,  followed  by  contraction  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck, 
stiffness  and  difficulty  of  deglutition,  with  slight  trismus.  The 
symptoms  increased  rapidly,  and  left  no  doubt  as  to  tbeir  nature. 
Fifteen-grain  doses  of  chloral  every  half  hour  were  given  for 
three  hours,  when  sleep  supervened,  and  lasted  five  hours.  The 
symptoms  returned  when  the  patient  awoke,  and  gradually  in- 
creased in  severity,  pains  in  the  back  and  suffocation  being  com- 
plained of  Thirty  grains  of  chloral  in  solution  were  injected 
into  the  side  of  the  neck,  and  repeated  every  hour  for  six  hours. 
Sleep  then  occurred,  and  lasted  nine  hours,  the  patient  awaken- 
ing free  from  all  symptoms.     Two  hundred  and  ten  ^[raitis  in  all 

-were  injected.     Convalescence  was  slow. — Medical  Times. 
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Inhalations  or  Wine  op  Ipecac  Sfbai  in  Caiarrh  and  Asthma. 
Dra.  BiDger  and  Muirel  (Giw.  Mi^d.  de  ParU,  1875,  p.  374,  from 
Siglo  Medico)  recommetid  this  preparation,  pure  or  diluted,  ac- 
cordisg  to  the  susceptibility  of  the  subjects.  The  first  liquid 
iDbolation  should  be  drawn  deeply  in  by  the  mouth,  the  tongue 
being  kept  down  and  the  nostrils  closed.  The  earlier  sittings 
should  be  short,  with  a  period  of  rest  between  each  three  or  four 
inspirations.  Twenty-five  patients  have  undergone  this  treat- 
ment at  the  haude  of  Drs.  B.  and  M.,  of  whom  the  majority  were 
cured  la  tweWe  days,  but  a  few  before  that  time. 

The  first  inhalations  are  sometimes  followed  by  augmentation 
of  the  cough,  dryness  of  the  throat  aud  hoarseness;  these  symp- 
toms are  only  temporary.  Between  the  respirations  of  the  spray, 
gargles  should  be  used  to  remove  particles  of  ipecac  from  the 
pharynx,  etc.,  so  that  nansea  may  be  avoided.  The  number  of 
sittings  may  vary  from  one  to  three  a  day,  and  the  temperature, 
dilution,  etc.,  may  be  changed  to  suit  the  individual  case. — JtM- 
iccU  Times. 


Blindness  and  Deafness  Due  to  Tape-Wobk. — {Bosloi 
and  Surgical  Journal,  Auguid,  19,  1875.) — Dr.  Williams  reports 
the  case  of  a  child  of  eight  years,  puny,  but  in  fair  health. 
It  had  suddenly  lost  its  hearing  six  weeks  previously.  Four 
weeks  before,  that  is,  a  fortnight  after  the  deafness,  it  had  in 
one  day  lost  its  sight.  For  a  day  blindness  was  complete;  then 
for  a  time  there  occarred  successive  intervals  of  sight  and  blind- 
ness. If  any  one  whom  the  child  knew  brought  his  eyes  close  to 
it,  it  would  catch  the  expression  of  the  eyes  and  show  recogni- 
tion, but  it  recognized  no  other  light,  however  bright.  The 
ophthalmoscope  showed  no  local  trouble  or  cerebral  lesiou. 
There  were  signs  of  tape-worm  present,  and  the  loss  of  the  two 
functions  could  be  attributed  only  to  refiex  action.  There  had 
been  no  vomiting.  On  the  removal  of  the  worm  both  sight  nud 
hearing  returned. — Mnlical  'Jxmen. 

IssLFFLATioN  IN  IsTESTiNAL  Obstuuctios. — Dr.  Briin,  in  o  com- 
munication to  the  Journal  de  Medicine,  of  last  month,  de^^cribes  n 
case  of  intestinal  obstruction,  due  to  the  ingestion  of  large  quan- 
tities of  service  fruit,  which  was  snccessfully  relieved  by  means 
of  J.  Wood's  method  of  insufilution  of  air.  The  difficulty  had 
lasted  four  days,  and  hail  resisted  nil  the  ordinary  methods  of 
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treatment  Moreover,  the  procedure  recom mended  by  Taliaferrft 
of  injecting  into  the  bovela  bicarbunate  of  soda  and  citric  acid 
eeparatelj,  for  the  pnrpoae  of  liberating  gas  in  the  inbeBtines 
and  distending  the  canal,  bod  been  tried  in  effectual  ly.  The  pa- 
tient was  evidently  sinking;  the  pulse  was  very  feeble,  and  there 
was  etercoraceoua  vomiting.  An  oeaopbagal  souud  was  intro- 
duced into  the  rectum,  and  to  the  external  extremity  the  nozzle 
of  an  ordinary  bellows  was  attached.  Air  was  then  injected  till 
the  abdomen  had  increased  markedly  in  volume.  The  first  at- 
tempt, however,  was  unsuccessful.  It  was  repeated,  and  the  in- 
sufflation continued  until  considerable  abdominal  tension  was 
produced,  and  respiration  was  rendered  difficult.  In  the  course- 
of  an  hour  dejections  began  and  tbe  patient  recovered, — Mfdkaf 


BiLiiBT  CxLCOLi  Extracted  Thbodoh  the  Abdouinal  Walls. — 
M.  Bronsson,  of  Nimes,  describes  the  following  case:  A  patient 
was  suffering  from  a  painful,  ill-defined  tumor,  situated  in  the 
right  flank,  between  tbe  spine  of  the  ileum  and  umbilicus.  Tbe 
tumor  was  taken  to  be  a  suppurating  ovary,  and  was  opened  with 
'  the  caustic  Vienna-paste.  The  tnmor  was  found  to  be  due  to 
an  accumulation  ef  biliary  calculi,  of  which  no  less  than  forty 
were  removed.  In  three  months  the  patient  hud  recovered. 
Medical  Record. 

Os  Membranous  Crodp  akd  its  Tbcatjiekt. — Htj  Ii''dford  Ilnwn, 
Jtf.D.— Setting  asideall  theories  in  i-egnrd  to  the  epecifie  character 
of  croup  as  unsustained  either  by  arguments  oi-  by  factn,  those 
pathological  (irocesses  combining  to  complete  the  disease  known 
as  membranous  croup  comprise,  primarily,  engorgement ;  sec- 
ondarily, iuflammation  ;  and,  lastly,  exudation  on  tbe  mucous 
membrane  of  the  larynx  and  trachea  ;  or,  rather,  the  destruction 
and  sloughing  of  exfoliation  of  the  involved  epithelium,  and 
then  the  membranous  exudation.  This  process  of  epithelial  es- 
foliatioD  is  truly  one  of  tbe  most  important  of  nil  those  elements 
entering  into  the  formation  of  the  disease.  Without  this  pre- 
liminary arrangement  it  nonltl  nut  be  possible  for  the  last  and 
most  important  stage — that  of  exudation — to  occur. 

Hence,  when  the  destruction  and  esfoliatiou  of  the  epithelial 
coat  have  taken  place,  the  basement  membrane  underneath  is  laid 
bare ;  it  can  no  longer  secrete  mucus,  but  becomes  the  theatre 
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of  those  important  actions  coDsisttng  in  the  exudation  of  plastic 
material  from  the  exposed  vessels,  which  rapidly  aBBames  the 
form  and  consistency  of  membranes. 

Not  in  all,  bat  in  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  cases  of  ton- 
sillitis coming  ander  our  observation,  in  greater  or  less  degree 
these  identical  processes  occur  and  may  be  observed  at  any  time. 

In  such  ciises  the  affected  tonsil  first  becomes  engorged,  then 
highly  inflamed,  then  one  or  more  white  or  gray  patches,  some- 
times larger  than  a  shilling,  appear  on  its  surface.  These  may 
disappear  and  reappear  several  times  before  resolution.  These 
cases  are  usually  denominated  ulcerative,  and,  at  other  times, 
diphtheritic.  .  In  reality  they  are  neither,  but  of  a  tme  exudative 
character  with  an  innocent  type  of  disease.  If  such  exudations 
were  situated  in  the  larynx  or  trachea,  they  would  then  become 
matters  of  infinite  moment.  In  tonsillitis  of  this  character,  until 
the  inflammatory  action  subsides,  we  may  observe  this  membra- 
nous exudation,  though  removed  by  local  applications,  return 
every  day.    Its  removal  is  usually  followed  by  bleeding. 

The  same  destruction  by  exfoliation  of  the  epithelial  coat  oc- 
curs here  as  in  membranous  croup.  Thus,  while  the  epithelial 
coat  exists  in  its  perfection  with  unimpaired  functions,  there  can 
be  no  membranous  formation.  This  fact  is  one  of  paramount 
importance  in  the  pathological  history  of  croup  and  its  thera- 
peutic management. 

Bearing  on  this  point  there  is  another  pathological  question 
of  infinite  importance.  It  is  whether  membranous  croup  is  a 
simple  inflammatory  afiection,  or  a  specific  disease.  Universal 
experience  in  the  profession  anites  in  eBtablishing  the  opinion 
that  by  appropriate  treatment  the  exudation  may  be  prevented. 
Hence  the  conclusion  that  this  form  of  croup  is  a  simple  form  of 
inflammation.  Under  intense  inflammation,  the  epithelium  ceases 
to  perform  its  function  of  secreting  mucus.  There  is  an  utter 
suspension  of  action,  and  consequently  a  complete  absence  of  all 
moisture  on  the  epithelial  sorface.  There  is  no  rehef  of  the  en- 
gorgement and  blood-stasis,  and  this  delicate  coat  sloughs,  leav- 
ing the  basement  membrane  denuded,  vrith  its  injected  vessels 
laden  with  plastic  blood,  when  exudation  resalts.  In  simple  ton- 
sillitis with  limited  exudation  we  have  ocular  demonstration  of 
the  fact  that  this  exudation,  when  left  undisturbed,  continues  to 
grow  in  proportion  to  the  area  of  the  destruction  of  the  epithe- 
lium, and  also  of  the  fact  that  daring  a  high  state  of  inflamma- 
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toiy  action  the  epithelial  coat  bo  deetroyed  cannot  be  repaired 
until  resolution  begine.  Hence  the  auccessive  crops  of  esndation 
in  membranoos  croup,  diphtheria,  and  tonsilUtis,  while  inflam- 
mation continaea 

It  would  appear  that  in  all  local  affections  of  an  esadatiTe 
chamcter,  morbid  action  mnst  reach  a  certain  point,  must  pass 
only  through  certain  s'ages,  and  must  be  surrounded  with  faTor- 
able  circumBtances,  to  complete  the  process  of  exndation.  ^^'hen 
this  process  is  intornipted,  either  the  normal  secretion  of  the 
part  affected  takes  place,  or  purulent  formation  is  substituted. 
Thus,  in  the  case  of  incised  wounds,  the  adhesive  or  plastic  form 
of  inflammation  is  often  through  slight  influences  converted  into 
the  purulent  or  serious  products  either  by  local  or  by  general  in- 
fluences. In  membranous  croup  we  desire  to  convert  the  plastic 
form  of  the  inflammatory  products  into  the  mucous  before  exu- 
dation has  taken  place,  and,  if  possible,  iuto  the  purulent  after 
that  has  occurred.  Thus,  if  the  epithelial  cells  coating  the  in- 
flamed surface  should  be  made  to  pour  out  their  peculiar  secre- 
tion there  can  be  no  plastic  exudation,  and  these  delicate  bodies 
are  saved  from  destrnctiou. 

Treatment  of  the  Inflammatory  Stage. — Whatever  agents  will 
cause  a  free  secretion  of  mucous  in  this  stage  of  croup,  will  prove 
the  best  means  of  preventing  the  last  or  exudative  stage. 

Iodide  of  potassium  is  unquestionably  one  of  the  most  prompt 
and  certain  stimulants  of  the  mucous  secretion  in  our  possession. 
AVith  this  valuable  property  it  combines  an  alterative  power  over 
inflammations  of  mucous  membranes,  which  gives  it  peculiar 
adaptation  to  the  treatment  of  the  inflammatory  stages  of  this 
affection.  The  object  in  using  it  is  to  cause  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  bronchial  system  to  pour  out  its  secretions  copiously, 
with  a  view  of  saving  the  epithelial  coat  from  being  destroyed, 
and  preventing  exudation.  So  long  as  the  fever  and  inflamma- 
tion are  active,  the  cough  clear  and  metallic  in  character,  the 
voice  hoarse,  the  iodide  may  be  used  energetically  and  freely. 
This  remedy,  to  be  of  service  in  thia  disease,  must  be  used  in 
heroic  doses,  repeated  at  intervals  of  one  or  two  bout's.  Time  is 
a  precious  consideration  iu  the  treatment  of  croup,  and  to  insure 
success  the  system  must  bo  saturated  with  the  drug  as  speedily 
as  possible.  The  remarkable  sedative  influence  exerted  by  this 
preparation  over  inflammations  of  the  respiratory  tract  gives  it 
additional  value  in  the  treatment  of  croup.    Its  sedative  power 
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in  the  tnrbnlent  and  labored  respiration  of  astUma  and  empby- 
flema,  in  dry  catan'h,  and  in  kindred  affections,  is  anequalled  by 
that  of  any  other  drag  for  permanent  effect.  In  addition  to  this, 
it  is  especially  adapted  to  the  respiratory  diseases  of  childhood. 
The  action  o^  iodide  of  potassium  over  the  respiratory  tract  be- 
gins with  the  Schneiderian  membrane,  and  embraces  the  mucoDB 
surface  of  the  mouth,  the  entire  glandular  system  pertaining  to 
salivation,  the  pharynx,  larynx,  trachea,  and  bronchial  membrane. 
The  normal  secretions  peculiar  to  all  these  surfaces  are  greatly 
Augmented  by  its  agency.  Indeed,  its  remarkable  powers  as  an 
expectorant  are  fai-  from  being  understood  or  appreciated. 

In  the  inflammatoi?  stages  of  croup  it  may  be  advantageously 
-combined  with  the  bicarbonate  and  bromide  of  potassium,  and 
glvi-oriii,  which  latter  has  valuable  expectorant  properties.  .  .  . 

XJnJer  the  free  and  energetic  use  of  the  iodide  in  these  affec- 
lions,  either  alone  or  in  the  aliove  comliinution,  when  the  system 
is  fully  saturated  with  the  drug  the  quaiktity  of  salivary  and 
mucous  secretion  poured  forth  is  sometimes  astounding.  This  is 
true  of  croupat,  toHsillitic,  and  catarrhal  affections.  In  cases  of 
tonsillitis  with  intense  injection  and  tension  of  mucous  surface, 
and  attended  with  great  dryness  and  want  of  moisture,  the  iodide 
will  usually  stimulate  Aree  secretion  from  the  fauces,  to  the  in- 
finite relief  of  the  local  affection. 

In  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  coses  treated  by  the  iodide 
■oi  potassium  in  large  doses,  there  was  free  and  copious  salivation, 
but  without  any  of  the  peculiar  inflammation  of  the  salivary 
glands  resulting  from  the  use  of  mercury 

Tr'.almenl  of  Ike  Exudative  Stage. — After  exudation  has  been 
fully  established  a  different  system  of  treatment  becomes 
inecessary. 

The  tincture  of  the  chloride  of  iron,  combined  with  the 
•chloride  of  ammonium  and  chlorate  of  potassium,  are  the  only 
general  reliable  means  in  this  stage.  Tbey  act  best  when  dis- 
solved in  glycerin  and  water.  Glycerin  is  always  a  valuable  agent 
in  cronp,  as  it  is  one  of  the  few  articles  which  invite  moisture  to 
the  inflamed  surface  in  the  form  of  sero-mucons  secretion. 

Thus,  when  the  symptoms  of  orthopnrea  become  more  per- 
manent, and  the  fever  declines  without  coiTespouding  improve- 
ment, this  treatment  should  be  instituted  vigorously  and  without 
delay.  The  system  must  be  saturated  with  the  remedies  as 
japidly  as  possible ;  conseqaentlj  Ihey  should  be  given  every 
iiour.      .... 
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The  chloride  of  iron  is  not  given  here,  ae  in  diphtheria  ancT 
its  kindred  dieeases,  as  a  corrective  of  blood-poisoning,  bnt  for 
its  remarkable  influence  over  local  disease  of  a  diffuse  inflamma- 
tory character  attended  with  either  exudation,  effusion,  or  ex- 
travasation. When  absorbed  into  the  circulation  in  sufficient 
quantity,  it  eserts  a  marked  influence  on  the  capillary  vessels  in 
the  remotest  part  of  the  system,  contracting  their  calibre,  re- 
dncing  dilation,  correcting  engorgement,  and  arresting  exudation. 
— Philadelphia  Mtdical  Times. 

The  TJbe  of  Baths  in  the  SI'Mmer- Complaint  or  Childrek. — 
By  J.  0.  ThmiKW,  M.D. — This  disease  has  been  almost  epidemic- 
with  us  this  summer,  and  accompanied  tvith  more  persistent  aud 
obstinate  fever  than  I  have  ever  l^efore  known  it. 

The  treatment  alone  by  internal  means  has  been  very  UDsatid- 
factory  ;  in  fact,  with  me  it  has  always  been  so  in  a  certain  per- 
centage of  the  cases,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  oftentimes  impos- 
sible to  get  medicines  to  remain  on  the  stomach. 

In  the  cases  coming  under  my  observation  the  tempprature 
ranged  from  101°  to  105"^  ;  and  it  wns  those  of  a  very  high  de- 
gree of  fever  that  caused  lue  to  gt;t  in  the  habit  of  using  what  I 
call  the  rr.da-.lio)i  Ircittment  by  cold  water  ;  and  I  now  employ  it 
in  all  cases  of  any  fever,  varying  the  temperature  by  the  temper- 
ature of  the  patient,  rsually  by  placing  a  little  patient  with 
fever  of  102°  to  103*  or  lOi",  in  water  of  temperature  70*  to 
85*  for  twenty  or  thirty  minutes,  the  lu'iit  will  nm  down  to  the 
normal  i>oint  or  below  it,  and  the  child  will  go  quietly  to  sleep, 
and  i.voke  up  in  an  hour  or  two,  much  impi-oved.  In  fuinilies 
where  I  have  ntjed  this  for  the  first  time,  I  have  found  it  prudent 
to  stny  for  an  hour  or  two  and  see  the  treatment  properly  carried 
out,  for  many  nurKes  and  mothers  will  at  first  be  afraid  of  it, 
but  they  will  soon  get  over  all  tliis  Icar  ivhen  they  ohaeri'e  the 
charming  efiett  it  has  upon  the  child.     *    •     • 

I  lirRt  take  the  temperature  of  the  child  before  it  goes  in  the 
bath,  and  then  the  temperature  of  the  biith,  and,  as  a  rule,  have 
the  child  put  inlo  the  water  at  the  supposed  temperature  at  which 
it  is  in  the  habit  of  bathing.  But  some  children  are  very  nervous 
about  going  into  watur  :  with  such  as  these  we  should  be  very 
deliberate,  and  should  allow  them  to  get  accustomed  to  it.  They 
should  be  put  into  water  a  Httle  above  tepid",  to  which  colder 
water  should  be  gradually  added  until  th«  tem^rature  is  reduced 
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■to  75°;  or,  when  the  feVer  is  verj'bot,  and  does  not  jield  readily, 
to  70".  In  many  eases  the  children  will  scream  a  short  time,  bat  it 
thpy  are  properly  managed  their  cries  soon  cease,  and  they  wake 
up  an  hour  after  they  are  taken  out,  much  improved  ;  whereas 
before,  they  were  unable  to  sleep  for  the  nervous  twitchings  and 
threatenings  towards  convulsions.  The  child,  after  it  Las  been 
in  the  bath  for  from  twenty  minutes  to  half  an  hour,  should  be 
taken  out,  the  axillary  region  dried  with  a  soft  towel,  and  its 
temperature  taken.  If  we  find  the  heat  has  gone  down  to  the 
normal  degree  or  a  little  below,  the  child  should  be  wrapped  in 
a  tight  woolen  blanket  and  put  in  .its  bed,  when,  as  said  above, 
it  will  almost  invariably  sleep  for  some  time.  Bnt  in  one  hour 
its  temperature  shonld  be  taken  again,  and  if  it  has  pone  up, 
the  same  process  should  be  gone  over.  Thus  I  have  kept  it  up 
in  some  persistent  and  severe  cases  for  days,  making  the  child 
comfortable,  and  giving  time  for  the  effect  of  other  confroHing 
remedies. 

In  some  casMs  the  fever  once  reduced  in  this  way  will  not  re- 
tnm  for  four,  five,  sis,  or  twelve  hours,  whilst  in  others  it  does 
not  retnrn  at  all ;  and  in  all  the  baths  control  the  heat  so  as  to 
make  the  case  one  of  much  less  gravity,  provided  they  be  properly 
and  persistently  used. 

1  have  persuaded  myself,  since  the  introduction  of  the  clinical 
thermometer  into  use,  that  heat  in  the  blood  sometimes  causes 
convulsions,  and  that  there  are  many  cases  in  scarlatina,  for 
instance,  as  well  as  other  diseases,  which  have  died  from  the 
'effect  of  heat  upon  the  globules  of  the  blood,  which  we  are  in  the 
habit  of  attribnting  to  the  effect  of  poison  of  the  disease.  This 
conclusion  of  course  is  founded  alone  upon  chnical  observation, 
without  any  patholngioal  investigation,     •     *     * 

I  have  also  tried  the  same  reduction  treatment  in  a  few  cases 
of  malarial  fever  this  season  in  adults  ;  in  these  it  has  acted  in 
the  same  happy  way. 

There  are  scattenng  cases  reported  in  the  journals  where  it 
has  been  tried  in  rheumatism,  scarlatina,  etc.,  with  high  degrees 
of  temperature,  in  all  of  which  I  propose  to  try  it  in  future, 
particularly  in  scarlatina  where  the  eruption  does  not  appear 
upon  the  surface  as  it  should,  and  the  temperature  of  the  patient 
ranges  high. — Pkiiadelpkia  Medical  Timei<. 
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Death  as  Occasioned  by  Musical  Excitement. — A  stout  mar- 
ried countrjwoiuaD,  Bome  28  jeara  old,  went  to  a  featival  where, 
for  the  first  time  in  hor  Ufe,  says  the  Rfperlorio  del  Piemonle,  she 
heard  a  powerful  orchestra.  The  festifal  lasted  three  dajs,  and 
she  danced  with  much  satisfaction  during  its  whole  continuance. 
When  all  was  over  she  returned  home,  but  the  music,  at  least 
subjectively,  returued  with  her.  Do  what  she  would,  day  aud 
night  and  always,  the  music  sounded  in  her  ears.  Nightly  sweat- 
ing and  diarrlicea  ensued.  Medical  interfereuce  proved  fruitless, 
and  at  the  end  of  sis  weeks,  during  all  which  time  the  imaginary- 
orchestra  never  ceased  for  oub  minute,  quite  exhausted,  the  poor 
creature  at  length  expired. —  The  Doctor,  Sej)/.  1,  1875. 

A  Case  of  Rupture  of  the  Intestihes,  Followed  by  Peritositis,. 
ASD  Death  is  Thirty  Hours.— «</  0.  Winfeld  Z'i(/!''i;  M.l>.— 
Michael  0.,  let.  GJ>,  married,  laborer,  was  admitted  into  the  surgi- 
cal ward  of  the  Episcopal  Hospital. 

The  officer  who  brought  him  stated  that  the  injury,  wbich  .vag 
caused  by  severe  kicks  upon  the  scrotum  aud  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen  by  a  man  with  whom  he  was  quarreling,  occurred  two 
hours  before  admission.     *     *     * 

The  post-mortem  was  made  twenty  hours  after  death.  De- 
composition bad  already  set  in.  No  external  marks  of  violence 
could  be  found  except  the  contusion  upon  the  scrotum  observed 
during  life.     The  scrotum  was  very  much  swollen. 

The  abdomen  was  very  tympanitic  and  much  distended. - 
Upon  section,  diffuse  peritonitis  was  found. 

The  cavity  was  filled  with  a  yellow  offensive  fluid,  mixed  with 
fecal  matter. 

The  intestines  were  in  a  high  state  of  congestion,  and  in  tiie 
lower  third  of  the  ileum  there  were  discovered  In-o  r-uptures,  the 
larger  one  being  about  one  inch,  and  the  smaller  one-tifth  of  an 
inch,  in  length. 

The  parts  of  the  gut  immediately  surrounding,  to  the  extent 
of  several  inches,  were  in  a  gangrenous  condition.  The  other 
abdominal  organs  were  in  a  normal  state. — I'hiladclphia  M<:dkal 
Timen. 

M.  ■\\'i-RT/  has  been  nominated  Professor  of  Organic  Clieraietry 
in  the  Faculty  of  Science  of  Paris.  He  consequently  resigns  the 
office  of  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 
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Tbanhactiokn  op  the   Medioal  AxsoctAtiOH  OF  Alabama,      Tirouty-Finb 
Aunna)  SeHsion.    1875;  pp.  3G6. 

This  volume,  contaiDing  356  pages,  in  highly  entertaining  and 
scientific  throughont.  Articles  from  soma  of  the  most  learned 
medical  men  of  the  countrj  fill  its  pages. 

The  address  of  the  President  on  hjgiene,  etc.,  is  well  pre- 
pared, and,  if  the  suggestions  made  ore  carried  ont,  much  good 
will  result. 

The  Annual  Address,  by  Dr.  Geo.  A.  Kelehum,  of  Mobile, 
on  Medical  Ethics,  was  replete  with  wisdom.  This  gifted  orator 
closed  bis  remarks  with  these  words: 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  medical  profeseiou — prepare  to  do  honor 
to  the  true  science  of  medicine.  Learn  well  its  law  and  princi- 
ple's, obey  the  mandates  of  its  ethics,  and  wage  eternal  warfare 
on  all  syetenia  of  qnackery  that  seem  to  undermine  its  secnre 
foandations.  What,  thongh  quackei^  and  empiricism  flourish  for 
the  hour  I  Why  heed  the  puny  efforts  of  Homoeopnthy  and  its 
kindred  delnsions  to  divert  the  stream  of  science  from  its  accus- 
tomed channels?  They  are  bnt  dreams  and  shadows— visions 
springing  from  human  credulity  and  human  curiosity.  Where 
are  their  temples  and  their  monuments?  Where  their  literature 
— their  contributions  to  science?  Where  their  commissions — 
where  the  demands  made  upon  them  to  elucidate  the  high  prob- 
lems of  life  and  its  dependencies — where  their  multiplied  claims 
npon  humanity  ?  No  answer  comes  back  through  the  ages  of  the 
past — no  voice  of  the  present  responds.  Whilst  true  science 
rears  its  column  high  above  the  crawling  things  that  creep  about 
its  base,  the  names  carved  in  its  monumental  granite  stand  out  as 
sharply  as  ever  across  the  centuries,  defying  all  the  puny  eflforts 
of  sciolists,  of  isms,  and  pathies,  find  self-styled  reformers,  to 
deface  them." 

Prominent  among  the  papers  read  were  the  following:  Tuber- 
culosis and  Scrofulosis,  by  E.  P.  Gaines,  M.D.,  Mobile;  Climate 
of  the  United  States  considered  with  reference  to  Ooneumption 
and  Pneumonia,  by  W.  D.  Bizzell,  M.D.,  of  Mobile;  Malaria:  Its 
Nature  and  Mode  of  Spread,  by  Benj.  H.  Biggs,  M.D,,  Selma; 
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Eecent  Progress  in  Gynecology,  by  F.  M.  Peterson,  H.D.,GreGDea- 
ttoro  ;  History  of  the  Small-pox  Epidemic  ia  tbe  city  of  Mobile, 
1874-75  ;  also,  Diphtheria,  by  Jerome  OochraD.  M.D.,  Mobile. 

Other  interesting  papers  are  foand,  a  synopsis  of  which  was 
given  in  a  former  number  of  the  Jouiinal.  Upon  the  whole,  the 
transactious  are  valuable,  and  one  of  which  the  profession  of 
Alabama  may  well  feel  proud. 

Tbinsactioss  or  the  Mbdh;*!;  4sd  CniuuEdie^L  F.icfLTV  or  Mabti-and. 
Sevetity  seveutb  Annual  Session.     Baltimore  :  April,  It<7i> ;  pp.  226. 

These  transactions  arc  divided  into  sections  of  Anatuiiiy, 
Physiology,  Gynecology,  etc.,  and  are  gotten  np  with  taste,  and 
reflect  credit  both  on  the  conbributors  and  publishing  committte. 

TBANSicnoNa  of  thb  Twentt-'seconh  AiistML  Mletino  of  the  Meiiical  So- 
BciETY  OF  NoHTH  Cabolin*.     WilsoB,  N.  C.  :  pp.  I'M. 

This  volume  comes  neatly  prepared  and  printed,  containing 
several  articles  comprehensive  and  valuable. 

TbANSICTIOKH  of  tbe  COLI.ECB  OF  FEYblClANt!  OF  I'filLADEU'HIA.      Volaiue  IbS 

Eighth.    Book  :  pp.  192. 

Among  other  valuable  arfides  is  a  full  report  of  an  Autoi;sy 
on  the  bodies  of  Chang  and  Eng  Bunker,  commonly  known  as 
tbe  Siamese  Twins. 

Ibidotomy.  By  A.  W,  Culhonu.  U  D.,  Prorcsiior  ol  Diseases  oCEyt  abdEar, 
Atlanta  Uedical  College.     PampLlut:  pp.  6. 

In  this  pamphlet  tbe  author  explains  the  terms  Iridectomy 
and  Iridotomy,  selttng  forth  tbe  advantageous  and  what  may  be 
accomplished  by  each.  It  is  prepared  with  care  and  exactness, 
and  illustrated  with  several  cases,  and  is  but  another  evidence  of 
the  rapidly  extending  reputation  of  that  distinguished  oculist. 

A  Stodi  of  the  Normal  MovtstEKTS  of  the  UNuiPiiKGNiTED  Utercs. 
By  Ely  Van  Do  Walker,  M.D.  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  Pamphlet; 
pp.  26. 

A  Statement  of  the  Kelatioks  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery  in  the  University  of  Michigan  to  Homceopathy. 
Pamphlet;  pp.  12. 


b,Coo*^lc 


EDITOHIAL.  441 

A^jATOMiOAL  Rooms — Plan  for  the  Construction,  VtiitUatioD  and 
Hjgenic  Manngiimeut.  By  H.  Lenos  Hodge,  JI.D.,  Dem- 
Anat.  UniTersity  of  Fe nn sylvan i a.     Pamphlet;  pp.  10. 

The  Relations  of  thk  Nervous  System  to  Diseases  of  the  Skin. 
By  L.  Duncan  Bulkley,  A.M.,  M.D.  Xew  York  :  Geo.  P, 
Putuum's  Sons.    Pamphlet;  pp.  45. 

A  New  Astiprubitic  Eemedt.  By  L.  Dnncp.n  BnlVlfv,  X.'M.,  M.D. 
Now  York.    Pamphlfit;  pp.  4. 

FiiAOTUBE  OP  fsFERioB  SlAxiM-iRY  BoNE.  Bj  Jas,  F.  llyutfj'omcry, 
M.D,,  of  Sitcramento,  Cid.     Pamphlet;  pp.  17. 

The  following  orations  received  :  Addrfss  btfove  Medical 
Association  of  tlie  State  of  Alabiima,  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Weatherly. 
Annual  Oration  before  tlie  Medical  and  Cliirurgieat  Faculty  of 
Maryland,  by  J,  M,  Toner,  M.D.  Abo,  Oatalogiie  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan. 
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W.mi  SpKiNfls,  N.  C,  August  17th,  1875. 
D'wr  Journa}: 

In  my  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  1  promised  in  my  nest  to 
diBcuss  the  medicinal  qualities  of  the  waters  at  this  place,  and 
the  class  of  diseases  likely  to  be  benefited  by  them.  As  the 
warm  bath  is  the  pi*omiiient  feature  here,  a  few  remarks  in  the 
way  of  elucidating  the  following  propositions,  in  regard  to  the 
therapeutic  action  of  thermal  waters,  will  be  necessary  to  a 
proper  understanding  of  my  opinion  as  to  their  value. 

1st.  What  is  the  difference  between  the  heat  of  thermal  wa- 
ters and  beat  artiticially  indnced? 

2d.  If  there  is  no  therapeutic  difference  in  artificial  and  nat- 
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Ural  heat,  what  advantage,  if  an;,  haa  the  natural  warm  batb 
over  the  artificial  warm  bath  ? 

3d.  What  IB  the  difference  xa  tbe  pb3:siological  effects  of  botb- 
at  different  temperatures  ? 

4th.  To  what  extent  are  the  mineral  iDgredients  in  solution^ 
or  in  the  form  of  gasea  in  thermal  waters  absorbed,  and  at  wbat 
temperature  is  absorption  most  active? 

I  feel  that  a  correct  solution  of  the  above  problems  is  essen- 
tial to  a  proper  estimate  of  the  therapeutic  value  of  all  thermal 
baths,  Up  to  a  recent  date  the  opinion  almost  nniversi ally  pre- 
vailed that  there  was  a  marked  difference  between  the  therapeutic 
effect  of  natural  and  artificial  heat,  many  couteodiDg  for  the  thermo- 
electric properties  of  thermal  waters.  More  recent  investigations, 
however,  have  decided  that  there  is  no  difference.  In  a  letter 
npon  this  subject,  to  Dr.  George  E.  Walton,  of  Cincinnati,  Prof. 
Tyndall,  of  London,  who  is  certainly  the  very  highest  authority 
on  heat,  says:  "I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  difference  be- 
tween natural  and  artificial  heat.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  any 
thermo-electric  condition  that  could  cause  any  pereeptlable  dif- 
ference between  the  therapeutic  action  of  natural  hot  water  and 
artificial  hot  water." 

Admittinif,  as  we  must  then,  that  there  is  no  difference,  still 
the  fact  remains  that  natural  hot  or  warm  baths  are  much 
more  efficient  and  active  medicinal  ageuts  than  artificial  hot  or 
warm  baths.  This  difference  may  be  accounted  for  to  some  ex- 
tent by  the  absorption  of  mineral  ingredients,  either  in  the  gaseous 
form  or  held  in  solution  by  the  water  ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  mainly 
by  tbe  uniform  and  unchanging  temperature  of  the  thermal  bath?. 
An  artificial  hot  or  warm  bath  is  never  uniform,  but  the  temperature- 
is  constantly  changing  from  the  time  the  water  enters  the  bath- 
ing-tub, nntil  the  patient  leaves  it,  while  tbe  largo  pools  at  the 
hot  or  warm  springs  are  ever  the  same  temperature. 

To  better  understand  their  physiological  effects,  thermal 
baths  have  been  divided  into  tepid,  warm  and  hot.  A  bath  at 
from  85°  to  90°  Fahr.  is  termed  a  tepid  bath  ;  from  02'^  to  98*, 
a  warm  bath,  and  all  above  98"^  are  termed  hot  baths.  AU  baths 
with  a  temperature  below  animal  heat  are  sedative,  while  all 
above  animal  heat  are  esciting— thus  a  warm  bath  at  a  tempera-_ 
ture  from  92**  to  98''  Fahr.  will  decrease  tbe  frequency  of  the 
pulse,  and  the  number  of  respirations  per  minute,  while  a  bath 
much  above  98°  will  increase  the  frequency  of  the  pulse  and  the 
number  of  respirations  per  minute. 
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Dr.  Lockett,  of  Virginia,  who  has  thoroughly  investigated 
thia  subject,  fouud  that  ia  a  bath  of  08°  Fahr.  his  piilse  was  77 
to  the  miQute,  but  ia  a  bath  of  111°  Fahr.  it  rose  to  153  beats 
in  the  minute,  producing  a  train  of  nervous  symptonia,  such  aa 
dimness  of  sight,  tinilus  aurium,  etc. 

The  extent  to  which  mineral  ingredients  held  in  solution,  or 
in  a  gaseoua  form  are  absorbed,  are  often  greatly  over  eatimiLted, 
as  is  so  frequently  demonstrated  at  localities  where  so  much  is 
claimed  ^from  the  absorption  of  the  mineral  ingredients,  but 
where  the  baths  are  used  at  such  an  elevated  temperature  as  to 
make  absorption  to  any  extent  impossible.  Under  favorable  cir- 
cumstances, however,  absorption  does  take  place,  and  in  suffi- 
cient quanties  to  be  very  perceptible.  It  has  been  often  demon- 
trated  that  absorption  is  most  active  in  baths  of  a  temperature 
from  86°  to  96°  Falir.,  and  decreases  as  the  temperature  of  the 
bath  is  increased,  until  at  a  temperature  of  110"  to  120°  Falir. 
it  is  hardly  perceptible. 

Eh  renuma,  we  find,  then,  that  while  tiiere  ia  no  difference  be- 
tween artificial  heat  and  natural  heat,  there  is  a  marked  difference 
in  the  therapeutic  action  of  a  natural  warm  or  hot  bath  and 
an  artificial  warm  or  hot  bath. 

That  the  physiological  effects  of  thermal  baths  differ  very 
greatly — that  a  bath  the  temperature  of  which  is  much  above 
animal  beat  (98")  will  excite  the  functions  of  the  vital  organs  as 
the  brain,  heart,  and  lungs,  while  a  bath  the  temperature  of  which 
is  below  animal  heat  acts  as  a  sedative,  reducing  the  force  and 
frequency  of  the  heart's  action,  the  number  of  respirations  per 
minute,  etc. 

That  the  amount  of  mineral  ingredients  absorbed  is  often 
greatly  over  estimated.  That  baths  at  a  temperature  of  from  bC^ 
to  9G°  Fab.  is  most  favorable  to  absorption. 

The  "Warm  Springs  are  situated  in  Madison  county.  North 
Carolina,  the  extreme  northwestern  portion  of  the  State,  on  the 
beantiful  French  Broad  River,  and  in  the  loveliest  valley  in  the 
world,  from  which  arise  ten  thousand  peaks  of  mountains,  which 
seem  to  the  eye  to  cover  all  space.  The  scenery  is  enchnntiiig, 
the  air  pure  and  bracing,  and  in  fact  the  surroundings  are  all  that 
conld  be  desired  in  a  health-giving  point  of  view.  We  have  here 
several  Warm  Springs,  chalybeate  and  sulphur  springs,  [cold,] 
and  the  very  heat  freestone  water — the  latter  brought  from  a 
mountain,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  in  iron  [wpes.     The 
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TVarm  Spriuga  are  the  greftteat  feature  here.  As  but  little  has 
been  doue  in  the  way  of  developing  the  chalybeate  and  sulphar 
Bprings,  tbis  beinfi  the  first  season  they  have  been  used,  no 
nDalyeig  has  as  yet' been  made  of  them.  However,  from  the  taste 
Kud  surroundings,  I  would  judge  the  eqlphur  spring  to  be  strongly 
impregnated  with  sulphur  and  iron,  with  perhaps  other  minerals. 
For  the  analyeis,  chemical  properties,  temperature,  anrroundings, 
etc.,  I  cannot  do  better  than  give  the  following  page  from  that 
raost  valuable  little  book,  "  The  Mineral  Springs  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,"  by  George  E.  "Walton,  M.D.,  of  Cincinnati  : 


Una  piiil  contaioH— 

Bathing  Springs. 

E.  Adclmnrth, 
M.  D. 

DrinkiDg  Spnngg. 

O?"  F«br. 

E.  AaelDiHrlh. 

M.  D. 

SoLlIW. 

Gmins. 
4).(l:)'J 
(1.114 

1  128 

Grains. 

Cliloriiie  of  calcium 

Sulphate  of  pol.issn 

Sulpbnto  of  iiodii 

Snipbate  or  miigQfBiu 

1.118 
0.0.7J 
1.113 

i.niB 

5.W- 

rioinble  »i]iciitofl 

Total 

M21 

1.19-2 

0.013 

CuU^  in. 
1.37 
11. 22 

0.711 
Cubic  ID. 

U.:il 

i'*Yy>'i'/iV;s.— ^Chemically  considered,  these  are  calcic -sulphur 
'waters,  bearing  considerable  resemblance  to  the  well-known 
baths  of  Leuk,  in  the  valley  of  the  Rhone,  Switzerland.  They 
are  valuable  tliermal  waters,  and  arc  efficacious  in  cki'onic  rhvu- 
matUni,  gout,  paralyxix,  dar/ruus  I'lrin-i/iseaKei',  and  irritable  condi- 
tions of  the  urinary  apparatus.  They  also  are  hsbIuI  in  certain 
cases  of  ani'^norrho^a  and  dysmenorrkiea. 

Remartx. — The  Warm  Springs  arc  ;it  an  elevation  of  thirteen 
hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  above  the  sea,  surrounded  on  all 
sides  by  piue-coi'ered  mountain-summits,  save  the  gorge  .ind  val- 
ley where  the  French  Broad  River  has  worn  its  pathway.  The 
hotel  and  cottages  are  included  in  an  erea  of  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  well  shaded,  and  interwoven  with  winding  walks. 
The  scenery  of  the  region  is  exceedingly  wild  aud  beautiful. 
The  banks  of  the  river  are  precipitous  in  many  places,  at  the 
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epringa  being  over  one  liuQdi-ed  feet  in  heiglit.  At  a  distance  of 
one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  hotel  is  Lover's  Leap,  on  elevatedi 
point,  frequently  visited  by  tooriats,  whence  a  far-extended  view,. 
for  many  miles,  is  had  of  the  winding  and  tarbnlent  river  andi 
the  enclosing  mo  an  tain -peaks.  The  climate  is  cool  and  bracing,, 
the  severe  heats  of  summer  being  unknown. 

"The  springs  are  near  the  banks  of  the  river.  One,  the- 
largest,  is  enclosed  by  a  brick-wall  laid  in  cement,  and  has  a 
bath-bouse  built  over  it  The  bath  is  divided  into  two  compart- 
ments— one  for  ladies,  the  other  for  gentlemen.  The  swimming- 
baths  are  about  twenty  by  thirty  feet,  and  four  and  a  half  feet 
deep.  The  mean  temperature  of  the  ladies'  bath  is  102"  Fahr.; 
the  gentlemen's,  100*  Fahr.  The  flow  of  water  is  constant,  av- 
eraging nine  gallons  per  minute." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  above  analysis  of  the  two  springs  differ 
slightly  in  their  mineral  constituents  and  in  temperature;  one  is 
Qsed  for  drinking,  and  has  a  considerable  reputation  as  an  auU-- 
dyspeptic,  being  slightly  catbai-tic  and  diuretic  when  taken  in  large- 
quantity;  the  other  is  used  esclnsively  for  bathing  purposes.  A. 
striking  peculiarity  of  this  locaUty  is,  that  a  spring  may  be  bad, 
at  almost  any  point  for  the  digging.  I  mean  that' at  numerous, 
points,  up  and  down  the  river,  a  shaft  sunk  to  the  depth  of  from 
two  to  six  feet  will  develop  a  hot  spring  at  from  96°  to  107°  Fahr.. 
Two  days  ago,  to  demonstrate  this  peculiarity,  Mr.  Rombough,  the 
proprietor,  had  a  shaft  sunk  three  feet  deep  and  as  many  in. 
diameter,  on  what  is  called  "  the  island,"  two  or  three  hundred 
yards  from  the  hotel,  and  in  a  very  short  time  it  was  filled  to  the. 
surface  with  water  at  a  tcmpeiature  of  106J"  Fahr.,  several  de- 
grees, as  will  be  seen,  warmer  than  the  spring  now  in  use.  Of 
one  fact  thei'e  can  bo  no  doubt,  that  any  quantity  of  water  at 
from  95"^  to  lO?"  Fahr.  can  be  found  at  various  points  for  a  mile 
or  wore  up  and  down  the  river  from  the  hotel,  with  an  anulysis. 
similar  to  the  one  above  given. 

How  do  the  baths  act,  is  the  question  so  often  asked  and  so 
differently  answered.  Are  the  great  benefits  derived  the  result 
of  the  absorption  of  one,  or  more,  or  all  the  mineral  ingi'edients  1 
or  are  the  results  atti'ibutable  to  the  elevated  temperature  of  the 
bath?  To  the  latter,  I  feel  confident,  is  due  very  nearly  if  not 
all  therapeutic  action  of  the  baths  here  as  well  as  all  thermal  baths. 
We  have  seen  thet  baths  over  98°  Fahr.  do  not  favor  ab-' 
sorption,  and  as  we  have  here  a  temperature  of  102°  Fahr.,  but 
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little  jtbsorpUoD  can  take  place.  Admitting  tb&t  all  the  ingredi- 
euta  in  solution  were  absorbed,  and  in  the  quantities  deBired,  we 
could  not  then  accoant  for  the  effects  we  see  here  daily.  At  the 
Hot  Springs  in  Arkansas,  where  so  mach  is  claimed  by  the  nn- 
-educated,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  by  some  scientific  gentlemen,  as 
ihe  result  of  the  absorption  of  the  mineral  ingredients  contained 
in  the  water,  it  is  evident  that  none  of  the  effects  claimed  for  the 
baths  is  due  to  absorption,  but  simply  to  the  elevated  temperature. 
Dr.  Oeorge  £.  Walton,  who  has  given  this  whole  subject  more 
thought  than  any  profesaional  man  in  this  country,  in  answering 
thf!  question  as  to  bow  the  waters  nt  the  Hot  Springs  apt,  says: 
"Principally,  if  not  entirely,  by  elevated  tenipciattire," 

The  dixeases  which  are  likely  to  derive  uioHt  benelit  from  the 
baths  here  are  rheumatism,  gout,  paralysis  unaccompanied  by 
ut'gauic  lesions,  dartrous  skin  affections,  jrritah'e  conditions  of 
hliidJer  and  urinary  organs,  dysmeuorrlice.i,  aujeDon'liaea,  and  as 
an  auxiliary  svpbilis  in  its  varied  forms  sh  syphilitic  rheumatism, 
syphilitic  peiiostitis,  etc.,  etc.  Stiff  joints,  from  either  injuries 
or  specific  disease,  with  the  proper  appliances,  would  be 
benetitted. 

While  I  have  not  seen  the  effects  of  the  baths  in  all  the  dis- 
«ases  above  mentioned,  I  have  seen  enough  to  convince  me  that 
all  would  be  more  or  less  benefitted,  and  some  cured,  by  their 
judicious  use.  I  have  e:en  one  case  of  dysmenorrhcea,  rheumatic 
in  character,  that  had  for  years  resisted  all  medeoinal  agents, 
yield  promptly  to  the  use  of  the  baths.  I  have  met  here  several 
rheumatics  who  assure  me  that  they  have  been  greatly  benefitted 
by  their  use.  Some  who  have  visited  the  Hot  Springs  in  Arkansas 
tell  me  that  they  derive  as  much  henfit  from  the  baths  here 
as  at  the  Hot  Springs,  and  I  believe  them,  as  I  can  see  no  reason 
why,  with  the  same  care  and  attention,  the  baths  here  will  not 
accomplish  the  same  results  as  the  baths  at  Hot  Springs.  The 
only  difference  in  the  waters  that  amounts  to  much  is  the  tem- 
perature; but  as  the  temperature  can  he  had,  as  above  stated,  at 
106|°  Fahr., — hot  enough  for  all  practical  purposes — I  can't  for 
my  life  see  why  the  hatha  here  could  not  be  made  to  accomplish 
the  same  results  as  those  claimed  for  Hot  Springs.  As  I  am  con- 
fident this  statement  will  be  questioned  by  many,  I  will  here  give 
the  analysis  of  the  Hot  Springs  of  Arkansas  &om  the  valtiable 
little  book  of  Dr.  Walton,  above  quoted: 
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ANALYSIS   OF  HOT  SPBINOS,    ARKAKSAS. 

One  Pint  contains  (OS'-ISO"  Fabr.): 
Solids.  Grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia 0.01 6 

Cdrbonate  of  lime 0.496 

Chloride  of  sodinm 0.001 

Sulphate  of  potaesa 0.029 

Sulphate  of  soda 0.047 

Sulphate  of  lime 0.014 

Sesqnioxide  of  iron 0.013 

Iodine trace. 

Bromine trace. 

Hihcate  of  lime 0  05H 

Hiliea 0.233 

Alumina 0.036 

Orgauic  matter* 0.088 

Water 0.018 

Total 1.069 

It  ^ill  be  seen  that  the  quantity  of  mineral  ingredients,  if 
-they  be  of  value,  is  much  greater  here  than  at  Hot  Springs,  there 
being  no  great  difiereuce  in  the  chemical  properties  of  the  two. 
The  greater  range  of  temperature  of  the  Hot  Springs  consUtntea 
'the  only  important  difference. 

The  tronble  here  is  that  the  baths  are  not  sufficiently  numer- 
ous for  the  number  of  bathers,  uor  are  they  arranged  and  fitted 
up  with  appliauces  that  are  essential  to  the  moat  favorable  results 
in  the  treatment  of  some  affections.  Upon  this  point,  however, 
I  am  assured  by  the  proprietor  that  every  thing  will  be  iu  readi- 
ness by  the  opening  of  the  next  season.  Another  advantage  that 
Hot  Springs  has  over  this  place  is,  that  at  Hot  Springs  there  is 
always  present  a  corps  of  scientific  physicians,  who  thoroughly 
Tiudcrstand  the  effects  of  the  baths,  and  the  invalids  visiting  the 
place  at  once  place  themselves  under  the  direction  of  a  physician, 
who  administers  such  remedies  as  may  be  indicated  in  addition 
to  directing  the  course  of  bathing,  and  the  patient  is  rapidly  re- 
lieved— the  baths,  in  a  number  of  instances,  acting  only  auxiliary 
in  the  treatment. 

In  syphilitic  affections,  and  particularly  syphilitic  rheumatism 
--&nd  periostitis,  a  class  of  affections  in  which  the  Hot  Springs  has 
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made  its  greatest  chai-acter,  the  remedies  of  the  physician  have 
done,  as  much  or  more  than  the  baths. 

I  woald  not  be  uuderstood,  in  what  I  have  said,  as  trying  to 
disparage  the  Hot  Springs,  for  I  truly  regard  them  as  of  the 
greatest  value,  but  my  object  is  simply  to  show  what  is  necessary 
here  to  develope  and  make  prominent  the  Taluable  baths  of  the- 
Warm  Springs . 

Sat  I  must  close,  as  I  have  made  this  letter  much  longer  thnii. 
I  ioteaded,  and  still  have  not  said  all  I  desired.  At  some  future 
time  I  hope  to  make  another  visit  to  this  lovely  retreat,  and  yoa 
will  hear  from  me  again.  I  learnto-day  thatCoLRombough  will 
likely  dispose  af  a  large  interest  in  this  valuable  property,  that 
the  springs  and  the  surroundings  may  bo  put  in  the  most  perfect 
order,  by  the  opening  of  the  next  senson. 

Very  tralj,  W.  F.  'SVebtuobelakd. 

Meltiso  of  Ek-Cosfeder»tb  Abuv  akd  ^avv  Medical  Or- 
FicEBs. — We  find  the  following  notice  in  the  Virginia  Medical 
Monthly  for  September : 

The  AssociatioQ  of  Medical  Officers  of  the  Confederate  Army 
and  Navy  will  convene  at  Richmond  at  11  A,  M.,  Tuesday,  Octo- 
ber 10th,  1S75.  All  communications  for  this  Association  should 
be  addressed  to  the  President,  Dr.  S.  P.  Moore,  Richmond,  Yu., 
or  to  the  Secretary,  Dr.  S.  H.  Stout,  Atlanta,^  Ga. 

Every  effort  will  be  made  to  secure  the  usual  reduced  far© 
over  railroads,  boat  lines,  etc.,  which,  as  far  as  pi'acticable,  will 
be  aauouuced  in  the  forthcoming  circuliu'.  It  is  a  pleasure, 
however,  to  announce  at  this  early  day  thut  the  proprietor  of  St. 
James  Hotel — one  of  the  very  bud  in  the  Slain  in  eery  rfxped — 
has  agreed  to  charge  the  members  with  their  families,  who  may 
attend,  only  livo  dollars  par  diem  during  the  period  in  which 
either  or  both  of  these  Societies  may  be  in  session. 

CoRRECTio.v. — In  the  announcement  of  the  insuiug  course  of 
lectures  in  Atlanta  Medical  College,  as  well  as  in  the  advertise- 
ment in  this  JouHSAL,  the  name  of  Profeesor  A,  W.  Griggs  was 
inadvertently  left  out.  Dr.  Griggs  holds  the  same  connection 
with  the  college  as  heretofore. 

INFIRMARY  for  the  treatment  of  Female  Diseases  at  the 
Air-Line  House,  Pryor  Street,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  by 

J.    a.    WsSTMORELAND/M^Etjl,. 
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At  the  meeting  of  the  Medical  Aaaociation  of  Georgia,  at  Sa- 
vannah, in  April  last.  Dr.  H.  F.  Campbell,  of  Augusta,  presented 
the  Bynopsia  of  a  very  able  report,  (since  published  in  the  Atlanta 
Medical  asu  Sfboicai.  Joursai.,  )  on  the  treatment  of  Uterine  Dia- 
placements  by  Knee-breast  Posture  and  Pneumatic  Self-rep OBitor, 
the  rntioDitle  of  which  was  so  clearly  and  philosophically  demon- 
strated  by  the  pneumatic  pump  which  he  used  that  I  determined 
to  overloiik  no  opportunity  for  testing  it.  Since  the  time  men- 
tioned, I  hitvc  fiiivly  tested  the  treatment  in  six  cases,  and  it 
affords  me  j'lensiu'e  to  ntate  that  it  hus  been  an  entire  success  in 

Most  of  us  have  lime  iiiul  again  resorted  to  the  fenee-breast- 
|>ogture  in  ri.'ducing  uterine  displacements,  and  those  of  ns  who 
have  must  be  aware  that,  though  the  posture  aided  lis  in  replacing 
the  organ,  as  a  curative  measure  per-se,  it  was  a  failure,  the  dia- 
placenient  recurring  on  the  woman's  resuming  the  erect  posture. 
This,  donbtlesB,  suggested  to  the  philosophical  mind  of  Dr.  Camp- 
bell the  "  Pneumatic  Self-repositor,"  the  nne  qua  non  by  which  he 
has  conferred  a  blessing  upon  woman  in  enabling  her  to  manage 
her  own  affairs  without  the  assistance  of  the  doctor.  It  is  un- 
necessary, and  would  be  surperfluoua,  for  me  to  enter  into  any 

Vol.  XIIL-No.  8.-28  ,--  , 

Do,l,7cdbyCjOO*^IC 


450  ATLANTA  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOVRSAL. 

discussion  of  tbe  rationale  of  Dr.  Campbell's  treatment,  as  it  has 
been  published  to  tbe  world,  and  doubtless  read  by  all  present. 
I  speak  of  it  as  Dr.  Campbell's  treatment  fui  tbe  reason  tbat, 
though  the  posture  part  is  as  old  as  the  hills,  the  pneumatic  self- 
repoaitor  is  his  invention,  and  is  really  the  sine  qua  non  in  the 
treatment. 

Since  the  first  of  Ua;  last  I  have  treated  six  coses  of  uterine 
displacement  by  this  method — four  of  which  were  prolapsus,  one 
procidentia,  and  the  other  ante-version  in  early  pregnancy,  at- 
tended with  constant  nausea  and  vomiting.  I  will  give  but  one 
case  of  Prolapsus  as  typical:  Ellen,  aged  thirty-five  years,  mother 
of  five  children,  had  been  an  invalid  for  several  years.  Daring 
the  past  year  she  bad  been  most  of  the  time  confined  to  her 
house,  and  much  of  the  time  to  her  bed;  complained  continually 
of  pains  in  head,  back,  side,  and  almost  everywhere  else,  with 
difficulty  in  passing  water,  and  frequent  attacks  of  hysteria;  her 
husband,  several  times,  reporting  her  in  a  dying  condition,  with 
cold  extremities,  palpitation  of  the  heart  and  inability  to  move 
or  apeak.  She  had  passed  under  the  batteries  of  quackery  for 
heart  disease,  dyspepsia,  consumption,  and  various  other  things. 
When  I  saw  her  she  had  recently  received  a  broadside  from  a 
cancer  batt«ry.  In  spite  of  the  treatment,  she  continued  to  live. 
Campbell's  treatment  was  apphed,  and  from  that  Jay  to  the 
present,  a  period  of  four  months,  she  has  never  had  a  "  tnrn," 
the  nervous  symptoms  have  vanished  and  she  is  now  attending  to 
her  houaehold  and  out-door  duties,  "  feeling  like  another  person  " 
— has  not  felt  so  well  for  years.  What  has  produced  this  wonder- 
ful change  in  the  condition  of  this  poor  woman,  who,  for  years, 
had  been  a  miserable  invalid,  living  in  continued  fear  of  impend- 
ing death,  a  burden  to  herself  and  her  family?  The  problem  is 
explained  in  a  few  words:  This  woman  was  laboring  under 
Prolapsus  Uteri,  the  organ  was  restored  to  its  normal  position  ^y 
Campbell's  treatment,  and  her  protean  ailments  were  gone.  The 
treatment  has  been  equally  prompt  and  aaocessful  in  all  the  other 
cases. 

Procidentia — Emily,  aged  twenty-five  years,  the  mother  of 
one  child;  sought  advice  from  me  for  procidentia  uteri  on  the 
Itb  of  August,  1875.  Procidentia  had  occurred  soon  after  the 
birth  of  her  child,  more  than  a  year  since.  In  consequence  of 
her  inability  to  discharge  the  duties  of  nurse,  she  had  been  dis- 
chai^ed  &om  service.    She  was  furnished  with  a  repositor  and 
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ioatracted  how  to  use  it.  She  went  home,  and  that  aight  re- 
placed the  procidented  uterus  &<i  she  had  been  accnstomed  to  do 
and  commenced  the  treatment  On  Sunday  last,  the  19th  inst., 
I  met  £mily  at  a  friend's  house,  so  much  changed  that  I  did  not 
recognize  her.  She  informed  me  that,  eince  the  first  application 
of  the  treatment,  which  she  still  contiuuee,  the  womb  has  never 
"  come  down,"  and  the  back  achea  are  gone.  She  nrinates  with- 
out difficulty,  and  is  feeling  well. 

Since  writing  the  above,  Emily  has  called  to  see  me.  She  is 
to  all  appearances  well,  and  is  a^u  employed  as  a  nurse. 

The  last  case— that  of  ante-version — is  a  most  interesting 
and  instructive  one,  afibrding  us  the  hope  of  relief  in  those  dis- 
tressing cases  of  nausea  and  vdmiting  in  the  early  months  of 
prognuncy,  dofyin;;  the  best  directed  treatment  heretofore  known, 
and  involving,  occasionally,  not  only  the  loss  of  the  child  but  the 
life  of  the  mother.  This  case  vraa  a  lady  of  our  town,  who  had 
been  confined  to  her  house  some  six  or  eight  weeks,  it  was  said, 
with  constant  vomiting  of  almost  everything  taken  into  the 
stomach.  She  was  said  to  be  in  the  third  month  of  her  fifth 
pregnancy.  I  was  called  in  consultation  to  the  case  on  Friday 
last,  17th  of  the  present  month.  I  was  then  informed  that  her 
stomach  bad  retained  nothing  in  the  way  of  nourishment  for  the 
past  two  weeks.  During  that  time  she  had  been  nourished  en- 
tirely by  enemas.  Her  whole  appearance  indicated  the  truthful- 
ness of  the  information  given.  I  suggested  the  immediate  and 
free  use  of  diffusible  stimulanta  They  were  given  and  very  soon 
thrown  up.  A  vaginal  examination  revealing  an  ante-version, 
upon  the  theory  of  Mr.  Hewitt  that  the  nausea  and  vomiting  o( 
early  pregnancy  are  consequent  upon  uterine  displacements,  it  was 
determined,  at  my  suggestion,  to  test  the  effect  of  genu- pectoral- 
posture  and  Campbell's  Pneumatic  Self-repositor.  The  patient 
was  too  mnch  exhausted  to  assume  the  position  without  assistance. 
The  repositor  was  inserted,  and  the  position  continued  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  minutes. 

From  that  time  to  the  time  of  her  death,  which  occurred  at 
11  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  19th,  the  stomach  retained,  with- 
out the  least  nausea,  everything  iu  the  way  of  nourishment  and 
stimulus  which  was  given,  and  it  was  given  freely  as  the  only 
hope.  The  treatment  was  applied  on  the  17th;  on  the  morning 
of  the  18th  a  vaginal  examination  proved  the  womb  in  normal 
position.     Query. — Does  not  the  result  in  this  case  warrant  the 
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belief  that  if  the  treatment  had  been  applied  earlier  in  the  case, 
and  before  starvation  had  done  its  work,  the  life  of  the  patient 
might  have  been  saved  ?  The  replacement  of  the  ateras  in  these 
caaeB  is  rendily  accounted  for  by  pneumatic  preBBure,  as  explained 
by  Dr.  CampbelL  But  it  does  more  than  this:  examination  of 
the  previoutdy  relmad  vagina,  after  several  insertions  of  the 
repositor,  vrill  satisfy  any  one  that  the  air  admitted  thereby  ex- 
erts a  powerful  contractile  influence  on  the  tissues  of  that  canal, 
brining  the  walls  in  opposition  and  makint;  a  rest  for  the  uterus, 
thereby  relieving  the  suspensary  ligament  of  the  tension  and 
consequent  relaxation  to  which  they  have  been  subjected  by  the 
weight  of  that  orgiin,  and  enabling  them  to  recover  their  lost 
tone  and  functions.     In  this  way  the  treatment  is  curative. 

As  I  was  unable  to  procure  Dr.  Campbell's  repositor  to  use 
in  the  above  cases,  I  used  a  tin  tube  manufactured  for  me  by  Mr. 
B,  F.  Fudge,  a  tinner.  Though  less  comely  than  the  glass  re- 
positor, they  proved  equally  eificient.  A  repositor  can  be  found 
in  almost  every  bouse  in  this  section  of  country.  Wherever  there 
is  a  coffee  pot  you  have  one  by  kno'.-kiiig  off  the  ppout  and  using 
it  as  such.  In  the  absence  of  botli  tin  and  glass,  I  would  make 
neeesMty  the  mother  of  indention,  and  use  as  a  substitute  a  sec- 
tion of  the  common  reeil  cane,  which  grows  in  any  of  your 
swamps  and  low  grounds,  having  roun,!id  off  the  edges.  In- 
debted to  Dr.  Campbell  solely  for  my  siiccess  in  the  trtiitraent  of 
the  cases  here  reported,  it  becomes  my  duty,  whilst  it  afl'ords  me 
pleasure  to  publicly  acknowledge  the  same,  and  return  hiui  my 
sincere  thanks  for  the  valuable  service  rendered. 

Hoping;  gentlemen,  that  other  members  of  the  society  will 
proceed  to  tent  the  merits  of  the  treatment,  and  report  the  re- 
sults, I  reNpectfiilly  submit  this  report. 


BEOMIDE  OF  POTASSIUM  AHD  QUINIA   COMBINED,  IN    THE 
TEEATMENT  OF  INTESMITTEBT  FEVEE. 

Dt  T.  a  DEKLE,  M,D.,  OF  Thomas  Cuujti,  Geobiih. 

Iteail  h^oTt  the  South  Georgia  Heiiic^t  Hovidy,  at  Bainbriil-je,  Ga.,  !>rpt.  20,  lb"  j. 

Heretofore  qninia  was  considered  the  specific  in  the  treatment 
of  intermittent  fever  and  other  malarious  manifestations,  com- 
bined, however,  at  times  with  other  remedies  to  meet  symptomatic 
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«xprea8ioas  of  individual  ca^ea,  bnt  it  wna  considered  the  Samp- 
soQ  in  treatiug  the  disease  itself.  That  ii;  in  ini^spenaable  to 
meet  the  cause  of  the  disease,  I  do  not  propose  to  deny;  bat 
that  its  virtues  are  adequate  to  the  cure  of  the  disease,  I  claim 
ie  not  founded  upon  its  medicinal  virtues  as  directed  to  the 
pathological  condition  of  intermittent  fever.  I  am  aware  that 
Ihis  vill  be  considered  a  very  bold  and  preaamptuone  propo- 
sition; but  I  appeal  to  the  experience  anVl  judgment  of  those 
very  ones  that  perdiance  might  treat  this  proposition  lightly. 
Hotr  many  caaea  have  you  that  did  not  readily  yield  to  the 
treatment  of  quinia?  or  have  you  never  been  diaappointed ? 
I  commenced  the  use  of  quinia  in  intermittent  and  other  mala- 
rious diaeases  as  confident  of  its  power  to  control  the  paroxysms 
AS  the  most  sanguine  enpportera  of  its  virtues,  and  yet  often  was 
chagrined  to  know  that,  regardless  of  my  efforts,  the  parosyaiaa.i 
would  return  either  at  their  regular  period,  or  in  a  few  days  there- 
after, surely  and  steadily  aubverting  and  sapping  the  foundation 
-of  the  patient's  vitality  and  strength,  paving  the  way  to  more 
serious  and  complicated  sequels,  either  to  result  in  a  miaerable  ex- 
istence or  consign  him  to  an  untimely  grave. 

Quinia  is  claimed  to  be  antiperiodic ;  but  can  our  experience 
substantiate  its  an  tiperiodic  properties  ?  If  so,  upon  what  ground 
-do  we  attribute  its  antiperiodic  virtues  ?  Intermittent  fever  is 
supposed  to  be  due  to  poisonous  emanations  from  low,  marshy 
localities,  which  are  absorbed  into  the  system,  and  which  produce 
that  abnormal  condition  known  as  intermittent  fever.  Now,  as 
the  cauaatioD  of  this  disease  is  due  to  malaria,  or,  as  is  said  (in 
Flint's  practice  of  medicine,  by  Professor  Sohsburg,)  to  be  due 
to  "introduction  into  the  system  of  cells  of  spores  emanating 
from  certain  species  of  algoid  plants,  called  paimeUan,  which  be- 
long to  the  lowest  known  vegetable  organisms."  To  these  species 
of  plants  he  applies  the  generic  name  "  gemia'^a."  Now,  as  the 
presence  of  these  cells  or  iMoum  within  the  system  produces  the 
paroxyam,  and  the  paroxf  sm  manifests  certain  symptoms  indicat- 
ing an  irritation  of  the  ner\xiux  centres,  producing  spasm  of 
jieripheral  vessels,  or  merely  manifeating  it  by  general  aches  and 
pains,  which  is  followed  by  fever,  it  follows  that  the  liret  rational 
indication  in  the  treament  ia  to  remove  the  cause  of  these  abBorroal 
phenomena;  or,  in  other  words,  to  administer  an  antidote  to  the 
poison.  Clinical,  scientific,  and  experimental  knowledge  suggest 
quiuia  as  the  antidote;  but  does  clinical,  scientific,  and  experi- 
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mental  knowledge  eetablieh  the  bet  that,  to  remoTe  the  eawaaf 
cures  the  effect  it  bns  prodnoed  ?  If  bo,  the  sum  and  sobatance 
of  the  province  of  the  physician  would  be  to  admituster  q>ecifia 
antidotes  for  specific  poisons. 

But  from  the  great  bod;  of  medical  troths  sparkles  the  fact 
that  the  remoral  of  the  cause  does  not  remove  the  effect  it  has 
prodaced,  although  the  removal  of  the  cause  is  essential  in  order 
to  treat  the  effect.  An  objection  to  this  may  be  offered  by  claim- 
ing the  fact  that  the  removal  of  the  cause  very  often  results  in  a 
care,  and  if  the  removal  of  the  cause  does  not  cure  the  effect, 
wherefore  the  cnre  in  numerous  oaaea  by  simply  removing  th« 
cause  ?  The  answer  is  fonnd  in  the  great  medical  fact,  in  the 
"via  medicatrix  naiura:;"  or,  in  other  words,  the  recuperative 
powerB  of  the  system  are  not  sufficiently  compromised  as  to  dis- 
able its  power  to  cure  itself.  Bat  to  the  qnestion,  is  qoinia  an 
antiperiodic  positively  ?  In  the  beginnin^ir  of  the  use  of  Peruvian 
bark,  the  method  adopted  for  its  use  was  to  administer  a  full 
dose  immediatelv  before  the  paroxysm,  "  not  with  the  hope  of 
preventing  "  the  lit,  "  but  in  order  to  operate  more  certainly  upoa 
the  succeeding  "  ouet  (Stille — Therapeutic  and  Materia  Medica.) 
The  present  plan  of  administering  the  remedy  by  authors  is  to 
administer  it  "  as  near  aa  possible  to  the  paroxysm  which  has 
passed"  (Flint.)  Stille  says,  "that  the  anti-febrile  influence  of 
qutuia  does  not  coincide  with  its  physiological  operation,  either 
in  time  or  in  degree."  A  dose  of  six  grains,  for  example,  is  suffi- 
cient to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  a  febrile  paroxysm  fifteen 
hours  afterwarils,  and  ytt  its  direct  and  sensible  action  upon  the 
system  may  be  imperceptibla,  or,  if  decided,  may  entirely  have 
passed  away  before  the  period  of  the  nest  paroxysm.  This  fact, 
which  modern  observation  and  experimeot  have  rendered  positive, 
refutes  completely  the  uotion  that  the  antiperio<lic  operation  of 
bark  is  explicable  1^  its  sedative  influence  upon  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, and  leaves  us  again  without  other  resources  than  to  adopt 
the  bypotbesi-i  that  quinia  eliminates  a  morbid  poison  from  the 
system,  or  to  take  refuge  under  the  convenient  cloak  of  ignorance, 
"the  recognition  of  a  specific  virtue,  mrlutem  febrifagam  in  the 
bark."  Intermittent  Fever  w  a  periodical  paroxysm,  caused  by 
an  agent  that  acts  on  the  nervous  system,  producing  a  spasmodic 
action  of  the  capillary  system,  and  very  often  the  muscular  system. 
The  mutations  of  periodical  phenomena  are  perceptible  from  the 
stupendous  throes  of  nature's  mightiest  display  to  the  simplest 
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tnanifeetatioti  in  attimate  or  ioanimate  things.  No  one  deoiea 
but  there  is  a  canse  to  every  sach  phenomena.  Consider  the 
category  of  diseaseB,  from  the  most  eerione  to  the  simplest  mani- 
featationa,  and  is  there  not  a  feature  of  periodicity  aboot  all? 
Yea,  even  in  the  most  imaginary  condition  of  health  periodical 
expressioQS  are  pronuoent.  Will  not  the  experience  of  every 
one  coincide,  that  all  spasmodic  diseases  are  periodic?  From 
the  known  physiological  action  of  qninia,  would  it  be  rational  to 
administer  it  in  spasmodic  affection  in  order  to  arrest  its  periodi- 
cal expression?  No  such  virtues  are  claimed  for  it;  and  yet  it 
is  given  in  intermittent  fever  with  a  view  to  arrest  a  periodical 
paroxysm  which  is  spasmodic.  But  says  one,  the  administration 
of  qninia  very  often  cures  the  paroxysm.  True,  but  does  that 
prove  as  a  consequence  that  it  is  directly  antiperioiHc?  or  would 
it  not  be  more  rational  to  attribute  its  antiperiodic  virtue  to  its 
power  over  the  cause,  and  not  over  the  effect,  which  a  priori 
would  negatively  result  in  a  cure  ? 

Therefore  we  conclude  that  quinine  is  not  possessed  of  virtues, 
the  physiological  action  of  which  would  positively  arrest  a  spas- 
modic paroxysm,  but  the  result  of  its  action  upon  tbe  excitant  ' 
cause  neutralizing  it,  would,  by  this  action,  leave  the  system  free 
from  the  cause  of  a  periodical  excitant,  thereby  negatively  be- 
coming antiperiodic.  Can  we  not  conceive  of  an  agent,  the  ac- 
tion of  which  would  produce  a  certain  effect,  and  were  that  agent 
removed  the  effect  would  be  in  proportion  to  the  power  of  the 
agent,  and  tbe  resistance  of  the  object?  And  can  we  not  further 
perceive  that  were  that  agent  agq.in  to  react,  that  the  resisting 
power  of  the  object  would  be  weakened,  and  what  first  would 
hardly  be  appreciable  would,  by  repeated  attacks,  produce  an  ef- 
fect, which  of  itself  would  become  a  secondary  canse,  producing 
phenomena  analago us  to  the  first?  Suppose  a  first  cause  produce 
a  lesion,  then  remove  tbe  canse,  would  not  the  lesion  itself  express 
the  pain  that  was  produced  by  the  first  canse  ?  Then  suppose 
the  medicinal  and  chemical  action  of  a  remedy  which  would  be 
indicated  in  the  firut  cause,  altbuogh  tbe  effects  of  the  primary 
cause  expressed  the  symptoms,  would  it  be  rational  to  administer 
the  remedy  for  the  effects  when  the  physiological  action  of  that 
remedy  contra-indicated  its  use?  Miasma  does  not  alone  pro- 
duce a  chill  and  then  a  fever,  nor  does  it  alone  produce  periodi- 
cal and  spasmodic  attacks;  and  it  is  well  known  that  quinine 
does  not  arrest  all  periodioal  attacks,  and  it  is  equally  as  well  ea- 
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tabliBhed  that  the  system  gets  habituated  to  certain  periodicities 
having  once  experienced  a  paroxysm,  predisposee  to  another. 
With  these  focts  looming  up  as  pointers  to  direct  our  mind  in 
inqairing,  with  the  known  pbTsiological  action  of  qainine,  is  it 
not  rashness  to  disregard  the  silent  though  ominous  mutterings 
of  those  noble  heroes  of  science,  who  have  handed  these  facts 
down  for  our  benefit.  Now  the  question  arises  if  quinine  is  di- 
rected alone  to  the  poisonous  or  malarious  agent  that  causes  in- 
termittet  fever,  what  agent  is  directed  to  meet  the  effect  of  that 
poison,  or,  in  other  words,  to  meet  the  physiological  manifesta- 
tion of  the  disease  ?  Bromide  of  potassium  is  a  nervo-sanguine 
sedative,  promotes  sleep,  prevents  oonvalsions  and  spasms,  palli- 
ates pain,  and  counteracts  the  element  hyperemia,  has  a  sedative 
aation  on  the  excito-motor  function  of  the  spinal  marrow.  Does 
not  the  knows  pathological  condition  of  intermittent  fever  indi- 
cate this  remedy  to  meet  the  effects  of  the  morbific  agent?  If 
tme,  and  the  hypothetical  virtues  of  quinine  are  also  true,  is  not 
the  combination  incomparably  more  rationally  indicated  than 
quinine  alone?  Quinine  anti-malaric,  naturalizing  the  cause. 
Bromide  of  potassium  anti- spasmodic,  and  by  its  direct  sedative 
action,  positively  anti-periodic,  controlling  the  effect  of  the  dia- 
ease.  These  we  conclude,  by  virtue  of  their  combined  effect,  to 
be  more  rationally  indicated  than  either  alone. 

I  now  snbmit  to  your  consideration  some  cases  in  which  I 
have  nsed  the  remedy: 

Cask  L — November  9,  1874. — S.,  colored  girl,  aged  eight. 
Called  in;  found  her  in  a  comatose  condition,  moaning,  spas- 
modic manifestations  at  intervals  of  about  ten  minutes,  pulse 
flickering,  thready  and  one  hundred  and  twenty,  pupils  of  Uie 
eyes  dilated,  with  globe  turned  upward,  extremities  cold,  aclammy 
perspiration  over  the  forehead.  History — was  informed  that  she 
had  been  having  chills  and  fever  during  the  fall;  had  not  had 
any  medical  aid  prior;  had  used  nsual  remedies  for  chills  with- 
oat  averting  them;  did  not  have  any  uneasiness  about  the  case 
until  this  morning;  she  was  playing  about  as  usual,  and  had  got- 
ten off  some  distance  &om  the  hoase,  when  she  was  heard  to  ut- 
ter a  scream  as  if  frightened;  found  in  convulsion,  lying  on  the 
ground.  Ascertaining  that  her  bowels  were  bound,  I  immedi- 
ately administered  a  dose  of  calomel,  and  in  a  few  minutes  a 
dose  of  bromide  of  potassium,  using  the  nsnat  method  in  chill, 
beat,  counter  irritation,  etc;  left  quinine  to  be  commenced  in 
two  hours. 
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10th  Not. — Watt  amazed  to  find  her  still  in  tlie  semi- com atoae 
condition,  having  at  no  time  rallied;  having  slight  spasm;  s1«pt 
none  duriDg  the  night;  kept  up  the  moaning  first  spoken  of.  Was 
told  that  on  account  of  her  inability  to  swallow,  they  had  given 
but  little  medicine  since  my  visit;  calomel  bad  acted.  Pouring 
out  some  solution  of  potassium,  attempted  to  administer  it,  but 
fonnd  when  the  fluid  was  ponred  in  the  mouth,  abo  made  no  at- 
tempt to  swallow,  and  came  very  near  straugulating.  I  consid- 
ered the  case  hopeless,  but  in  the  dilemma,  after  finding  that 
the  reflex  action  of  the  fauces  was  piirtially  paralyzed,  considering 
the  nnnsual  length  of  time  she  had  been  In  tbat  condition,  at- 
tempting to  arrive  at  some  plan  of  treatment,  the  idea  first  oc- 
curred to  me  to  nee  the  combined  effect  of  bromide  and  quinine 
per  enema.  I  commenced  the  treatment  forthwith,  by  doubling 
the  qaantity  used  in  each  per  orem,  in  a  little  starch  water.  In 
about  an  hour  her  pnlse  began  to  grow  fnller  and  softer,  the  ex- 
tremities to  warm,  and  in  the  course  of  two  hours  she  was  doz- 
ing quietly.  The  change  brooght  about  so  suddenly,  inspired 
me  to  continue  the  use  of  the  remedy.  Left  with  the  instructions 
to  carry  out  the  prescription  every  four  hoars. 

11th. — Pleased  to  find  her  rational;  bad  taken  some  nourish- 
ment; my  prescription  had  been  carried  ont;  had  no  symptom 
of  spasm  after  commencing  the  remedy.  This  being  the  regular 
chill  day,  I  continued  the  use  of  bromide  and  quinine  as  com- 
menced. Left,  requesting  to  be  informed  immediately  if  she  bad 
a  chill;  if  not  to  come  the  following  morning  to  my  office  to  let 
me  know  her  condition. 

12th. — R<iported  no  chill,  no  fever;  lively  but  weak;  contin- 
ued the  combination — the  combination  in  solution;  cured. 

Case  II. — December  3, 1874. — W.  S..  white,  aged  three  yeai-s. 
Quotidia  intermittent  fever;  had  been  afTected  several  days;  con- 
vulsion in  chill;  had  taken  quinine,  etc.     1  gave  him: 

ft—Quinine, gr.  24 

Elix.  vitt., gtt.  24 

Water,  fl.  oz.  3 

Mis,  then  add  Bromide  of  Potassium,  .    gr.  72 

Sig.  Teaspoonfal  every  three  hours  until  be  has  taken  four 
doses  during  the  day,  to  repeat  the  same  way  each  day,  until  the 
paroxysms  are  nipped,  then  dose  morning  and  night. 

Had  no  more  chills  after  commencing  the  treatment;  cured. 

Case  IIL— May  16th,  1876.— H.  C,  white,  aged  two  years. 
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Hod  been  haTing  chills  for  aboat  nine  months;  had  taken  quinine, 
and  numerons  other  remediee;  called  in  the  first  time;  gave  bim: 

R— Quinine, gr.  24 

Elit  Titt, gtt  24 

Water fl.  oz.  4 

Mix,  then  add  Bromide  of  Fotassinm,  .    gr.  96 

Sig.  Teaspoonfal  four  times  a  day  until  he  missed  the  par- 
oxysm, then  twice  a  day  for  some  time  after. 

Had  no  other  chill  after  commencing  treatment;  cared. 
Case  IV. — June  8,  1876. — B.,  mulatto  infant,  fifteen   months 
old.     Had  bad  two  chills: 

R. — Quinine,  fCr.  12 

Elix.  vitt,, gr.  12 

Mix, fl.  gtt.  2 

Mix,  then  add  Bromide  of  Potassium,      .  gr.  48 

Sig.  Teaspoonful  four  times. 
No  more  chiJl.i;  cured. 

Case.  V. — June  8,  1875, — F.,  white  infant,  aged  eighteen 
months.  Had  been  sick  with  cholera  morbus  and  diarrbfea;  was 
taken  with  chills  aud  fever  tlireo  days  before;  had  taken  quinine, 
calomel,  etc. 

li.-Qiiinine gr.  12 

Kbs.  vitt, gr.  12 

WntL'T fl.  oz.  2 

Mix,  tLen  add  Bromide  of  PotasBium,      .  gr.  48 

Sig.  Teaspoonful  four  times  a  day.     Promptly  cured. 
Case  VI. — June  20, 187.5. — R.  P.,  negro  woman,  aged  seventy 
years.     Reported  to  have  been  sick  with  intermittent  fever  for 
some  time;  had  used  domestic  remedies  to  no  avail.     Gave  her: 

R.— Quinine gr.  20 

Elix.  vit., gr.  20 

AVater, fl.  oz.  4 

Mix,  then  add  Bromide  of  Potasaium,      ,         gr.  110 
Dose.  Tablespoouful  four  times  a  day. 
Had  no  more  fever  after  commencing  remedy;  cured. 
Case  VII. — June  21,   187S. — L.   B.,  mulatto   woman,   aged 
twenty-two  years.     Reported  at  o£Bce;  stated  she  had  been  hav- 
ing severe  chills  and  high  fever,  for  about  a  week,  every  other  day. 
Was  first  taken,  prior  to  chills,  by  suppression  of  menses;  at- 
tributed the  suppression  to  having  bathed  her  feet  in  cold  water 
whilst  very  warm;  had  been  laboring  during  the  day.     After  giv. 
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ing  her  some  remedies  for  her  meustmo]  trouble,  I  gave  her  the- 
combinatioD  of  bromide  and  quinine.    Had  no  more  chills;  cnred. 

Case  VIIL-~Jane  22,  1876.— B.  W.,  mnlatto  man,  aged  sizt; 
years.  We  called  to  see  Mm,  being  confined  to  his  bed  b;  doable 
tertian  fever.  Daring  fits,  delirioos;  hadbeensickaboat  ten  days; 
had  taken  varioos  remedies  with  no  benefit  Treatment  besides 
the  combination,  gave  remedies  to  regalfite  bowels,  as  they  were 
inclined  to  run  off.  Had  no  more  chills  after  commencing  treat- 
ment; cored. 

dm  TX. — June  28,  1876. — B.,  colored  child,  aged  two  years. 
Father  reported  at  office  for  prescription;  stated  she  had  been 
sick  abont  ten  days;  was  attacked  first  with  diarrhcea,  subse- 
quently with  chills  and  diarrhcea.     For  diarrhcea  gave: 

B.— Calomel, gr.  3 

Ipecac,  pulv.  ......    gr.  4 

Est.  Hyosciam.  gr.  4 

Prep.  Chalk,  .         .         .     gr.  30— M.  ft.  ch.  no. 

Twelve — one  every  three  hours. 

For  chills,  I  gave: 

B-. — Qainine, gr.  12 

Elix.  vit, gr-  12 

Water, fl.  oz.  2 

Mix,  then  add  Bromide  of  Potitssium,      .  gr.  64 

Sig.  Teaspoonful  four  times  a  day,  until  parosysni  is  missed, 
then  teaspoonful  twice  a  day. 

No  more  chills  after  commencing  treatmeut;  cured. 

Cases  X  *kd  XI.— June  30,  1S75.— C.  E.,  colored  woman, 
aged  twenty -two  years,  and —  W.,  mulatto  child,  aged  two  years. 
Both  cases  had  been  having  chills  for  several  days,  the  child  go- 
ing into  convulsious  during  the  paroxysms.  Gave  the  combination, 
with  the  prompt  results  of  the  cases  preceediug  them,  having  no 
more  chills  after  commencing  the  remedy;  cured. 

Case  XII. — July  4,  1875. — L.,  mulatto  boy,  aged  eighteen 
months.  Called  to  see  him;  bad  been  having  very  high  fever  for 
several  days;  had  no  chill  that  its  parents  could  discover.  Gave 
the  prescription  as  usual.    Cured  promptly. 

Case  XIII. — July  4, 1875. — C.  B.,  colored  man,  aged  fifty  years. 
Was  sent  for  to  see  him  by  his  employer;  had  been  having  chilU 
for  some  time;  had  so  affected  him  as  to  confine  him  to  his  bed; 
conld  not  walk  about  without  fainting;  had  taken  calomel  and 
qninine;  fonnd  him  in  the  decline  of  the  febrile  stage.     Gave  the 
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■combination,  with  the  same  results  of  other  oases,  that  of  arrest- 
ing the  puroxysms  promptly. 

Cases  XIV  and  XV.--Jiily  20. 1874.— W.  J.  and  F.  B.,  aged 
respectfully  fifty-five  and  Sfty  years,  mulatto  and  black.  Both 
cases  had  been  having  chills  for  several  days.  Gave  the  combi- 
nation to  each,  with  the  resnlta  of  arresting  th«  paroxysms 
promptly  without  a  return. 

Cabs  XVI. — July  27, 1875. — C.  W..  colored  man,  aged  twenty- 
five  yenrs.  Had  been  having  intermittent  fever  for  about  a 
■week — severe  tertian  form: 

R' — Quinine gr,  40 

Elix.  vit., gr.  40 

Water, fl.  oz.  10 

Mix,  then  add  Bromide  of  Fotasainm,  gr.  400 

Sig.  I'ablespoonful  four  times  daily  until  the  paroxysm  is 
missed,  then  twice  a  day. 

Had  no  attack  after  commencing;  the  remedy,  and  without 
precaution  went  about  his  business  the  day  for  paroxysm,  with- 
out feeling  any  inconvenience;  cured. 

Case  XVII.~Ju1j  27.— W.  E.,  girl  aged  eight  years.  Had 
been  having  double  tertian  fever  about  a  week;  sent  for  and 
found  her,  on  first  visit,  in  a  semi-comatose  delirious  condition; 
fever  very  high;  gave  her  a  calomel  and  rheubarb  purgative  im- 
tnediately,  and  gave  the  combination  as  in  other  cases.  Becov- 
ered  without  another  attack. 

I  have  administered  the  remedy  in  about  sixty  cases,  with 
the  same  results,  viz:  promptly  arresting  the  paroxysm;  and 
those  to  whom  I  have  administered  the  combination  have  become 
BO  much  pleased  with  the  result,  that  they  have  begun  to  come 
to  me  for  it  to  give  in  their  families,  stating  that  they  never  have 
iiad  any  thing  to  arrest  a  chill  and  fever  so  promptly. 


MANIA  A  POTU. 

Bt  L.  A.  SnOAS.  IC.D..  or  Aaavni. 

Rtad  before  the  Medical  AaaociaiioA  qf  Georgia,  in  April,  1875. 

Having  been  forcibly  impressed,  during  my  pupilage,  with  the 
Ifatahty  then  attending  mania  'a  potn,  as  treated  in  the  hospitals 
of  our  large  Northern  cities,  I  determined,  apon  the  oommence- 
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ment  of  in;  professional  career,  to  adopt  a  different  plan  of  treat- 
ment, and  to  carefnU;  note  the  resalts.  At  that  time  practition- 
ers usuallj  relied  principally  upon  opiates,  in  one  form  or- 
another,  to  induce  sleep,  and  upon  calomel  to  correct  the  secre- 
tions, both  of  which  were  considered  necessary  to  success.  The 
opiates  were  often  administered  in  enormous  quantities,  and  the- 
cases  which  did  not  terminate  fatally,  were  not  un frequently  ter- 
ribly salivated,  making  convalescence  both  protracted  and  preca- 
rions.  The  violence  of  the  delirium  was  made  so  great  as  to- 
require  the  patients  to  be  confined  in  the  straight  jacket,  then  in 
common  use  in  other  forms  of  mania. 

I  now  feel  it  a  duty  to  lay  before  the  profession  the  result  of 
my  long  experience  in  a  more  formal  manner  than  that  of  clini- 
cal instrnctions,  made  to  the  classes  of  the  Medical  College  of 
Georgia  for  upwards  of  forty  years. 

My  plan  of  treatment  is  very  simple.  It  consists  of  the 
administration,  once  or  twice  a  day,  of  cold  water  affusions,  of 
such  food  as  miiy  be  relished,  and  sometimes  of  two  or  three 
small  drinks  of  toddy  per  day.  If  the  patient  is  very  unruly, 
one  or  two  intelligent  persons  should  attend  bim  day  and  night 
as  long  as  it  may  be  necessary. 

For  the  afl'usions  a  large  tub  should  be  provided,  if  a  bathing 
tub  be  not  convenient,  three  or  four  buckets  of  water,  wilh  a  pitch- 
er and  napkins  placed  near  the  tub,  and  one  or  two  assistautK. 
The  patient  should  then  be  stripped  of  all  tiarments  and  Heated 
in  the  tub,  the  aid's  bands  should  be  placed  upon  the  pnticut's 
shoulders,  so  as  to  prevent  his  jumping  up,  and  the  pbyc>iciau 
should  then  pour  one  pitcherful  after  another  over  the  patient's 
head,  in  a  regular  stream,  which  will  pass  down  ovur  the  euLire 
body.  The  afTusioo  is  to  be  continued  from  one  to  tiiree  min- 
utes, by  the  walvh.  I  have  never  seen  one  wlio  needed  or  cou5d 
bear  it  over  three  minutes.  However  wild  or  violent  the  patient 
maybe,  he  soon  becomes  quiet,  begs  most  piliously  to  be  released, 
and  makes  the  mostsolemn  promises  to  be  quiet  thereafter.  The 
pulse,  which  was  full  and  strong,  soon  looses  the  peculiaiitics,. 
and  becomes  small  and  frequent.  If  the  affusion  bo  continue<l 
too  long  the  pulse  may  become  almost  imperceptible.  The  phy- 
sician should  therefore  watch  this  carefully,  and  cease  whenever 
the  patient  is  entirely  rational,  and  the  pulao  sufficiently  subdued, 

Let  the  aid  then  rub  the  patient  rapidly,  and  with  force  un- 
til  the   skin  is  dry,  and  red.  with  reaction.    Place  him  then 
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promptly  in  bed,  cover  bim  warmly,  and  tell  him  to  go  to  sleep. 
The  room  should  be  darkeued,  and  a  nurse  left  near  him.  In 
most  cases  the  patient  will  be  asleep  in  a  few  minutes,  and  con- 
tinue 80  more  or  less  long,  according  to  his  previous  loss  of  rest. 
He  will  sometimes  sleep  sis  or  eight  hours,  and  awake  perfectly 
rational.  He  should  then  be  fed,  and  allowed  a  little  toddy,  if  he 
craTcs  it 

If  this  affusion  be  administered  in  the  morning,  and  the  to- 
lief  from  delirium  be  not  complete  at  night,  it  should  then  be 
repeated;  bat  I  am  in  the  habit'of  repeating  it  every  morning 
until  the  perfect  restoration,  which  may  vary  from  two  to  six 
days.  Too  much  attention  cannot  be  given  to  the  taking  of  food, 
by  complying  with  the  caprices  of  his  appetite  or  taste. 

The  affasion  should  always  be  done  in  presence  of  the  phy- 
sician, as  very  few  nurses  can  be  trusted  for  its  proper  adminis- 
tration and  timely  suspension.  If  the  bowels  are  too  alow,  an 
enema  of  cold  water  will  soon  empty  the  rectum.  I  never  allow 
the  nse  of  laxatives,  and  still  less  of  cathartics,  lest  unnecessary 
pui^ng  be  caused.  The  fact  is  that  patieots  b&ve  usnaUy  eaten 
so  little  during  the  attack  that  there  can  rarely  be  any  injurious 
accumulation  in  the  iDtestioes.  Diarrhcea  must  be  immediately 
checked  by  ordinary  astringents,  avoiding  opium  or  camphor. 
Curing  the  whole  management  of  the  case,  I  eschew  all  narcotics, 
with  the  exception  of  the  toddj  as  above  stated. 

We  know  that  while  some  cases  of  this  disease  occur  during 
the  excessive  use  of  alcoholics,  others  come  on  after  the  cessation 
of  these  potations.  Heace  it  is  that  we  should  discriminate  be- 
tween them,  and  advise  toddy  only  for  those  who  seem  to  suffer 
from  its  absence.    The  other  class  of  cases  do  better  without  it. 

Now,  as  to  the  success  of  this  pUu  of  treatment,  I  have  to 
say  that,  with  one  exception,  I  have  never  lost  a  case  when  called 
to  see  it  before  it  was  too  late  to  expect  good  from  any  treatment, 
and  these  have  been  very  few.  In  the  exceptional  case  the  pa- 
tient had  old  complications,  which  would  have  rendered  any 
treatment  unsnocessfal. 


REPORT  OF  TWO  CASES  OF  LITHOTOMT. 

Bi  R  A-  JELKS,  U.D.,  OF  Qmnuv.  Bboou  Godmti.  Qi. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Williams,  of  Taylor  county,  Florida,  about  forty- 
five  years  of  age,  of  sanguine  temperament,  weight  in  health  two 
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hundred  pounds.  For  years  be  had  been  troubled  with  diffic^t 
micturition,  and  by  the  advice  of  a  neighbor,  Buppoeiug  he  had 
stricture  of  tbe  arethra,  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  using  a  sweet- 
gum  stick  to  dilate  tbe  tract,  and  during  the  operation  some 
weeks  previous  be  said  it  slipped  into  tbe  bladder.  On  exami- 
nation with  tbe  sound  a  foreign  bod;  of  considerable  size  was 
detected  in  tbe  bladder.  In  consequence  of  continual  suffering 
from  some  vesical  trouble,  his  condition  was  such  that  I  advised 
an  operation  as  soon  as  be  could  have  it  performed.  To  this  he 
consented,  and  on  tbe  14th  of  Jauaary,  18(i9,  with  the  assistance 
of  Drs.  BriggB,  Wilkinson,  and  Polhitl,  the  former  holding  tbe 
staff,  I  performed  tbe  lateral  operation,  extracting  two  calculi 
about  tbe  size  and  shape  of  a  pullet's  egg  cat  through  the  long 
diameter.  On  recovery  from  tbe  cbloroform,  Williams  inquired 
for  the  weetgum  stick,  and  when  informed  that  none  was  to  be 
found,  he  was  not  a  little  astonished — having  been  under  tbe  de- 
lusion that  the  stick  bad  shpped  into  the  bladder.  He  required 
but  Uttle  after  treatment,  and  was  up  about  tbe  room  in  one  week 
from  date  of  operation.  Since  then  bia  health  has  been  excellent. 
The  second  case,  little  Jimmy  Price,  a  colored  boy  of  our  place, 
eight  years  of  age,  from  whom  I  removed  a  urethral  calculas  two 
years  ago.  Since  then  be  has  suffered  more  or  less  with  vesical 
troable,  and  lately  his  sufferings  have  been  almost  unbearable. 
On  the  10th  day  of  August  last,  with  the  assistance  of  Drs.  Briggs, 
Wilkinson,  and  Carswell,  and  Dental  Surgeon  Snow,  the  first 
holding  the  staf^  the  last  administering  cbloroform,  I  operated, 
performing,  as  in  the  first  case,  tbe  lateral  operation.  Had  but 
little  difficulty  in  getting  into  tbe  bladder,  but  tbe  stone  was  of 
sach  large  dimensions  that  it  was  difficult  to  remove.  Using 
what  force  I  thought  prudent  and  failing,  I  handed  the  forceps 
to  Dr.  Briggs,  whose  good  suggestions  have  so  often  led  me  safely 
through  the  breakers.  He  tried  for  some  minutes  to  extract  the 
stone,  when  he  gave  it  up  and  suggested  a  drill,  as  we  had  no 
crusher.  I  however  took  the  forceps,  and  on  introdncing  them 
again  decided  it  would  be  beat  to  try  the  drill,  when  Dr.  Carswell 
requested  me  to  let  him  have  the  forceps.  I  gave  them  to  him, 
and  by  almost  super-human  exertions  he  succeeded  in  pulling  it 
through.  Tbe  little  fellow  suffered  greatly  from  the  shock  and 
possibly  from  tbe  effects  of  chloroform,  and  it  was  sometime  be- 
fore reaction  was  established.  He,  however,  rallied,  improved 
steadily,  and  is  now  running  about  tbe  yard,  the  wound  being 
«ntirely  healed. 
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^hen  we  coDsider  tbe  size  of  the  prostate  in  a  lad  of  eiglit 
saramers,  and  the  aize  of  the  atone  in  thia  caee,  is  it  not  a  little 
remarkable  that  there  wae  uo  urinar;  infiltration  ?  Both  of  these 
operations  were  perfurnied  with  an  ordinary  Snglish  bistoury 
that  did  me  good  service  during  the  late  war  between  the  States, 
and  A  staff  with  a  groove  on  tbe  convex  Barface,  not  being  able 
to  get  one  with  a  groove  between  the  side  and  convex  surface.  I 
think,  however,  this  is  of  little  moment,  as  the  knife  can  be 
lateralized  sutBcieuUy  with  the  kind  used.  This  latter  stone  was 
very  rough  and  hard,  measuring  six  inches  one  circumference  and 
five  the  other,  weight  2|  ounces,  composition  phosphate  of  am- 
monia and  magncjia.     The  tirst  we  did  not  analyze. 


Report  of  a  Case  of  luciaed  Wound  cf  the  Upper  Lid  and  Eye. 

Uv  HICHAM)  JI.  LEKIS.  it.l)..  Of  fiaVAKSAS.  On. 

Ou  the  morniug  of  the  Ist  instant,  Amelia  Nicholls,  colored, 
wt.  twciity-four,  haviug  consulted  my  friend  Dr.  J.  G.  Thomas, 
on  account  of  a  sevei-e  injiiry  of  the  left  t-ye,  wiis,  as  a  ease  com- 
ing undor  my  specialty,  kindly  sent  to  me  by  him  fl^r  treiitment. 

Her  ti.slory  was  tLut  in  a  Cfuerul  nieleo  aci-oss  the  i-iver  the 
night  before,  she  had  been  auildcnly  Ktruck  in  thf  ]i:ft  eye  by  a 
spliuter  of  gliiss  from  a  bottle,  wliicii  an  iiiit:i^'ouist  h:id  sliiv,Ti.-d 
ou  the  bi'iid  of  her  husband,  iienr  whom  kIii^  whm  stiindiii;,'. 

Upon  uiiikjug  an  usamination,  I  found  that  the  slmrij  edge  •>{ 
the  pit'fe  of  glass,  entering  the  upper  lid  about  a  quiirlor  of  im 
inch  abuve  and  to  the  inner  sidi)  of  the  outer  canthns,  had  made 
a  rather  ragged  cut  entirely  Hiroujih  it,  and  ueiirly  parallel  to  itM 
free  margin,  cutting  off  the  u^jjier  edge  of  the  tarsal  curtilage 
tt>  a  point  similarly  Kiiualed  as  to  the  inner  cauthuf^,  so  that  the 
lower  fr.igmeui  was  only  supiKuLed  by  a  narrow  baud  of  tissue 
at  each  end.  Gently  lilting  the  lid,  a  liuiy  pitiiible  sight  was 
prcsenlid.  A  gaping  wound  in  the  eye  exlt'Uiled  from  the  outer 
luai^in  of  the  corueii,  thrmigii  its  liorizonlal  diiimtter,  the  inner 
part  of  the  iris,  aud  aliuust  entirely  tiie  ciliary  mu-cle  aud  bod- 
ies, to  a  point  in  the  scler.tUc.  two  or  three  liues  from  its  inner 
edge,  it  being  deepest  first  at  tiiu  ciliary  region,  on  account  of 
the  curvature  of  the  globe. 
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The  aqueous  had  oil  escapecl,  of  course,  bat  the  leas  wm  ap- 
parentiy  in  site,  and  there  had  been  no  lose  of  vitreoas. 

It  is  barely  possiblfi  that  by  bringing  the  wound  in  the  scle- 
rotic together  with  one  or  two  fine  sntnres,  using  atropine,  oold 
applications,  and  a  Compress  bandage,  the  eye  eoold  hare  been 
saved,  bat  when  I  conetdered  the  great  injnry  to  the  iris  and  cil- 
iary region,  particularly  the  unfavorable  (nraDmetAnces  sonoatid- 
i&g  the  patient,  including  her  inaccessibility,  which  would  pre- 
vent that  close  and  unremitting  attention,  so  essential  to  sucoesSr 
the  seriously  impaired  Tisiou,  e*eti  with  the  best  possible  result, 
Ibe  great  dangev  of  sympathetic  ophthalmia,  and  the  fact  that 
the  first  blush  of  inflammation  bad  already  made  its  appearancer 
and  would  almost  cerloinly  be  followed  by  weeks  of  safferingr 
I  unhesitatingly  advised  immediate  removal  of  the  eye. 

The  consent  of  the  husband  was  with  difficulty  obtained,  but 
he  finally  agreeing,  I  proceeded  to  operate,  being  kindly  assisted 
by  Drs.  Duncan  and  Gbarlton,  who  fully  ctMionrred  in  my  opinion. 

The  patient  having  been  put  under  the  ioflnence  of  chloro- 
form, the  wound  in  the  lid  was  first  closed  with  three  sutures. 
A  stop-speoatum  was  then  introduced,  and  the  operation  now  al- 
most universally  performed  by  oculists  for  enucleation  of  the  eye 
was  done  in  the  following  manner: 

Having  made  an  incision  through  the  conjonotiva,  and  sab- 
conjunctival  tissue  entirely  around  the  cornea,  and  about  a  Hue 
from  its  margin,  caught  op  ttiB  tendons  of  the  recti  muscles 
and  divided  them  with  the  scissors  close  to  the  eolerotic  I 
next  rotated  the  eye  outward,  and  introdnctng  behind  it  a  pair 
of  blunt  pointed,  curv^  scissorB,  cut  the  optic  nerve,  after  which 
I  turned  the  bull  out  of  the  socket,  and  divided  the  oblique  mus- 
cles. 

The  operation  being  completed,  a  compress  was  applied  to 
check  the  bemoiihugu,  and  allowed  to  remain  not  quite  an  hoar. 
Removing  it  ai  the  end  of  that  time,  and  finding  that  all  bleed- 
ing had  ceased,  I  sent  the  patient  home,  with  direction  to  keep 
a  cloth  wet  with  cold  water  constantly  applied  over  the  closed 
lids.  Nest  day  she  was  doing  well,  and  the  same  directions 
were  continued,  with  the  additional  one  of  syringing  out  the 
socket  gently  two  or  three  times  daily,  with  tepid  water  to  keep 
it  clean.  The  day  after  that  the  wound  in  the  lid  was  found  to 
have  entirely  beuled,  but  there  being  slight  congestion  and  swell- 
ing of   the  conjunctiva,  with  a  little  discharge,  principally  of 
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A  weak  solutioti  of  carbolic  acid  and  sulphate  of  ziac 
was  ordered  in  place  of  the  tepid  water.  I  saw  her  for  the  last 
time  eight  days  after  the  operation,  and  the  result  was  satisfac- 
tory in  ever;  respect  An  excellent  stamp  for  an  artificial  eye, 
which  moved  with  the  good  one,  was  made  bj  the  capsule  of  te- 
don,  and  the  retracted  mucles  attached  thereto. 

Thus,  by  the  prompt  removal  of  an  eye,  which  was  practical- 
ly already  destroyed,  there  not  being  one  chanoe  in  a  hundred  of 
preserving  it,  the  patient  was  saved  weeks  of  suffering,  and  then 
by  no  means  improbable  loss  of  the  other  organ. 

That  the  sooner  an  eye  lost  by  accident,  and  in  certain  cases 
by  disease,  is  removed,  the  better  for  the  patient,  is  an  opinion 
generally  accepted  by  ophthalmologists,  and  is  certainly  most 
heartily  endorsed  by  me. 


TREATMENT  OF  DIPHTHERIA. 

Bi  L&WBEHOE  AI.IZAIIDEB,  H.D.,  or  lomivuLi,  B.  C. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  profession,  and  other  readers  of  yoar 
JouBHAL,  I  will  place  before  them  a  treatment  on  diphtheria,  by 
which  the  per  cent,  of  oasaalties  has  greatly  lessened,  when  com- 
pared ^ith  praotioe  adopted  a  few  years  ago,  and  still  poraned 
by  many  physicians  throughout  the  ooontry. 

To  begin  with  the  preventive  treatment,  I  think  very  little  can 
be  done  beyond  keeping  the  health,  as  near  as  possible,  at  a 
normal  standard,  guarding,  during  the  prevalence  of  the  disease, 
against  onnecessary  exposure  to  dampness  or  other  atmospheric 
changes,  and  keeping,  as  for  as  possible,  separated  from  the  one 
already  infected,  particularly  should  that  one  be  connected  by 
the  ties  of  blood,  which  no  doubt,  as  in  many  other  diseases, 
renders  one  more  snsceptible  to  the  inSaeuce  of  the  poison. 

Unless  thsre  is  something  to  eoonter  indicate  its  use,  I  invari- 
ably commence  my  treatment  with  hydg;.,  chlo.,  mit,  combined 
with  ipecac  and  bicarb,  soda,  suiting  the  dose  to  the  age,  and  re- 
peating every  three  or  four  hours.  For  the  use  of  soda,  I  am 
indebted  to  the  American  Jonmal  of  Medical  Science.  The 
modes  of  action  I  will  not  attempt  to  explaiu,  but  its  virtue,  ex- 
perience has  proved  beyond  a  doubi  This  I  generally  continue 
for  at  least  twenty-four  hours,  to  be  followed,  if  necessary,  by  a 
dose  of  castor  oi^  containing  a  few  drops  of  spirits  of  turpen- 
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^ne.  As  soon  as  proclicable,  I  commeuce  with  a  saturated  eola- 
tioD  of  sniph.  qninia  and  mnfated  tjncL  iron,  for  here  rests 
ihe  "anchor  of  hope,"  as  it  is  all-important  to  support  the  sys- 
tem, and  bnild  op  the  red  oorpuscles  of  the  blood,  while  the  pro- 
■cess  of  eliminating  the  poison  is  going  on.  Of  this  solution  I 
^ve  every  two  or  three  hours,  in  much  larger  doses  than  under 
ordinary  cironmstanoes,  oontinaing  throughout  the  disease,  and 
in  reduced  doses  for  some  time  afterwards. 

Commencing  with  the  mercury  on  first  appearance  of  a  de- 
posit apon  the  macoos  membrane  of  the  throat,  I  apply  frequently, 
-say  from  four  to  six  times  a  day,  with  a  camel's  hair  pencO,  a 
fiolntion  of  carbolic  acid,  tinctnre  of  iodine,  and  glycerine,  vary- 
ing the  strength  to  suit  each  case. 

Id  lien  of  the  above,  I  have  used  recently  upon  several  cases, 
with  marked  satisfaction,  the  carbolate  of  iodine,  as  prepared  by 
Dr.  Eingkendal,  of  this  place.  It  certainly  exercises  a  most  ben- 
eficial inflaence  upon  the  diseased  membrane,  and  as  it  is  a  color- 
less preparation,  the  objectionable  stain  of  the  iodine  is  avoided. 
In  conjunction  with  the  local  apphcationa,  I  direct  the  throat  to 
ha  well  gargled  every  hour,  with  a  solutiou  of  chlorate  potash, 
jwridulated  with  carbolio  acid,  or  acid  pyrolig,  also  using  this 
preparation  with  an  atomizer  and  the  mop,  no  matter  what  may 
be  the  age  of  the  patient,  as  older  persons  frequently  fail  in 
^rgling  the  throat  properly,  besides  the  mop  removes  loose  por- 
^ons  of  false  membrane,  and  better  exposes  the  diseased  surface 
io  the  action  of  the  agents. 

In  regard  to  local  external  applications,  I  have  but  little  confi- 
■dence  in  them.  I'he  worry  and  trouble  they  give  the  patient 
does  away  with  what  little  efficacy  they  might  possess,  and  think 
it  only  necessary  to  protect  the  neck  with  a  piece  of  fiannel  in 
order  to  regulate  the  temperature  of  the  parts. 

There  is  generally  but  little  desire  for  food,  but  this  point 
should  be  well  carried  by  the  pbysician,  and  the  patient  made  to 
lake  a  sufficient  quantity  each  day,  and  that  selected  with  an  eye 
to  its  digestibility. 

Of  coarse  all  oases  cannot  be  treated  exactly  alike.  Some 
may  require  a  continuation  of  the  mercury  almost  throughout 
the  disease,  with  other  variations,  which  precludes  the  possibility 
of  restricting  all  eases  to  the  same  routine  of  medication. 

It  is  important  to  have  a  moist  atmosphere  pervade  the  apart- 
juent,  and  disinfeotants  freely  used.    For  this  purpose  the  walls 
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Rnd  floor  sfaonld  be  BprinUed  with  a  solntion  of  cKrbolic  acid,  or 
soL  bromide  calciam,  at  least  twice  a  day. 

I  think  the  mistake  generally  made  in  the  treatment  of  this- 
sconrge  of  the  naraery,  is  in  the  too  indiscriminate  ase  of  the 
canstic,  which  adda,  by  additional  irration,  to  the  ocmgestion  al- 
ready eziating,  and  in  not  paying  Bofficient  attention  to  the  nse  of 
diainfectanta.  Some  times,  too,  thoae  t^at  desire  food  are  either 
depriTed  of  it,  or  placed  upon  an  insafBcioit  amount,  when  it  is 
atl-important  that  the  ^tem  ahonld  beenslained  nnder  the  wear 
and  tear  of  the  disease;  and  I  am  prone  to  believe  that  too  mach 
reliance  ia  placed  npon  inexperienced  persons  in  administering' 
remedies,  when  no  diseaae  reqnires  so  mndi  the  constant  atten- 
tion and  observant  eye  of  the  physician. 


BEPOBT  OF  HISOELLAHEOTJS  OASES 

Ooonning  Sinoe  the  Last  Meetiii|;  of  the  Qeorgia  Hedioal  Society,  Savaa- 

sah,  Qeor^a. 

HEHRV  t£  BADDY,  BXFOHtSB. 

■Wkdkhsdm,  Augtwt  26,  1876. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Bolloeb,  President,  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  (Jeo.  H.  Stcme  reports  that  at  7  o'clock  p.u.  he  was  called 
to  see  a  strong  young  negro  woman,  who  had  been  attended  id 
labor  by  a  midwife.  The  child  was  born  alive,  and  the  woman 
had  no  nemorrbage.  The  woman  was  dead  when  Dr.  Stone  got 
to  her  house.  She  had  been  throwing  her  arms  about  and  vom- 
iting during  the  day. 

Dr.  J.  C  Habersham,  a  case  of  tetanns:  A  boy  of  aboat  11 
jears  of  age,  delicate,  fell  from  a  tree  on  the  31st  of  July  and 
struck  his  head,  indicting  a  lacerated  wound  on  the  forehead. 
Stitches  were  applied  to  the  wound,  and  cold  water  applications- 
directed  to  be  kept  on  the  parts.  Four  days  afterwards  the 
stitches  were  removed,  and  the  child  begau  to  complain  of  stifihess- 
in  his  jaws;  one  side  of  liis  face  was  paralyzed,  and  his  pnpils- 
were  dilated.  Difficulty  in  speaking  and  swallowing  soon  followed, 
but  his  mind  has  remained  perfectly  clear.  He  has  been  kept 
und«r  the  influence  of  hydrate  of  chloral,  morphine,  nitrite  o£ 
amyle  and  bromide  of  potaeeium  up  to  this  time,  but  still  suffers 
with  some  opisthotonos  and  difficulty  in  swallowing.    The  pulse 
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in  bia  caae  has  never  §oaa  bejood  120,  nor  below  80.  These 
symptoms  seem  to  point  oat  a  combinBUon  of  tetaniu  with  some 
leeioD  of  the  brftin.    Tbe  ease  will  probably  tenDoinate  fatally. 

Dr.  J.  O.  Tbomas:  A  negro  woman  in  (he  foartb  or  fifth 
month  of  pr^[nanoir  had  been  delivered  of  twine  on  laat  Saturday 
morning.  At  1  o'clock  Dr.  Eaeton  Younge  was  called  in  to  de- 
lirer  the  placenta,  and  removed  what  aeemed  to  be  a  masB  of 
rotten  fieeh.  On  Sonday  Dr.  Thomas  took  charge  of  the  case, 
and  foand  that  the  woman  bad  a  oopions  diacbai^  of  very  fetid 
loohi&  On  Monday  the  disobai^e  oontinned,  and  the  patient 
showed  Boiae  symptcnna  of  blood  poiaoning.  To-day  she  baa 
^ritonitia,  and  oomplaina  of  a  great  deal  of  pain  in  tbe  groin. 
The  basband  is  decidedly  syphilitic. 

Dr.  J.  P.  8.  Houston :  Was  called  ont  of  town  last  Sunday 
At  3  o'elouh  A.if.;  foond  a  negro  man  with  an  incised  womid  of 
the  abdomen,  inflicted  with  a  knife,  about  one  inch  above  Poapart'a 
ligament.  Tbe  intestines  protroded,  and  were  fonnd  to  be 
wounded.  The  woand  iu  the  walls  of  the  abdomen  being  smal], 
it  had  to  be  enlarged  to  allow  tbe  intestines  to  be  replaced. 
Bandagee  were  applied,  and  morphine  preaorib^  On  Monday 
morning  the  pulse  rose  to  140,  he  was  bathed  in  a  cold  perspira- 
tion and  was  vomiting  at  times,  bat  felt  otherwise  comfortable 
until  he  died,  at  about  12  o'clock. 

Wkdnesday,  September  1, 1875. 

Dr.  Jnriah  Harriss  reports  one  case  of  puerperal  convulsions 
preceding  labor.  When  he  was  called  to  see  the  patient  found 
her  complaining  of  a  very  severe  headache.  On -Monday  morn- 
ing she  had  a  violent  coovnluon,  and  another  one  in  the  afcer- 
noon.  The  headache  was  still  severe,  bat  there  was  no  oedema, 
the  urine  was  very  albuminous.  At  3  o'clock  this  morning  she 
was  suffering  from  paina  in  the  back,  and  labor  commenced. 
.She  was  in  the  seventh  month  of  preguaacy. 

Dr.  Robert  P.  Uyera:  A  case  of  intermittent  fever  oocaring 
in  an  old  negro  man,  and  yielding  readily  to  salphate  of  cinchona. 

Dr.  Richard  H.  Lewis:  A  case  of  xerophthalmia  in  a  negro 
hoy  (bL  four  years — ^principally  interesting  on  acooant  of  its  ap- 
|>arent  cause.  When  first  seen,  the  eyes  had  been  affected  for 
abont  a  fortnight,  and  had  not  been  treated  at  alL  The  conjonc- 
tivffi  were  dry  and  oaticolar  in  appearanee,  wrinkling  around  the 
■comen  on  movements  of  the  ball.     Large  superficial  phagedenic 
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nicer  of  the  right  cornea,  with  shrinkage  of  that  globe  to  two- 
thirda  of  its  natural  size,  and  atrophy  of  the  left  optie  nerve. 
The  mother  atatea  that,  for  a  week,  the  child  had  ahed  >o  tears- 
when  it  cried;  that  it  was  rspidly  loosing  fieah;  and,  if  allowed, 
would  sleep  all  the  time.  He  was  exceedingly  stupid,  and  evi* 
deutly  suffering  from  brain  trouble,  possibly  tubercular  meningitis. 
As  the  child  bad  had  no  chronic  conjoctivitia,  nor  had  been  the 
victim  of  violent  caustics,  the  nsoal  caases  of  xerophthalmia.  Dr. 
Ijewia  attributed  the  atrophy  of  the  secretory  apparatus  of  the- 
conjauctiva  with  the  other  atrophic  changes  to  the  brain  disease. 
Ordered  oil  and  atropine  as  a  lubricator  and  soothing  agent,  but 
gave  a  gloomy  prognosis,  and  advised  the  mother  to  consult  a- 
general  practitioaer  for  the  treatment  of  the  more  dangerooa 
afTection. 

I>re.  J.  C.  Habersham  and  B.  D.  Arnold:  In  the  ease  of 
tetanus  reported  last  week  the  temperature  has  become  normal, 
but  the  spasms  still  continue.  The^nse  of  morphine  by  hypo- 
dermic iujectioua  had  to  be  discontinued,  the  introduction  of  the 
needle  producing  spasms.  As  the  paroxyams  occur  principally 
every  other  nighf,  quinine  has  been  administered  as  an  antiperi- 
odic  and  nervine,  bat  without  any  benefit 

Dr.  Qeorge  H.  Stone  was  called  to  see  a  white  boy,  but  found 
him  dead  when  he  reached  the  house.  He  had  treated  the  boy 
for  sometime  for  fever.  The  parents  stated  that  the  boy  had  been 
sitting  on  a  chair,  when  they  noticed  he  had  suddenly  dropped 
asleep ;  they  picked  him  up  from  the  chair  and  put  him  on  a  bed, 
where  he  died  in  a  few  minutes. 

Dr.  Theo.  Starback  delivered  ajlady  of  a  child  on  the  20th  of 
AngQst.  A  few  days  ago  he  was  called  to  see  her  for  an  eruption 
she  had  on  the  vulva.  The  child  had  the  same  eruption  on  the 
scrotum,  and  the  nurse  and  two  other  female  attendants  have 
contracted  the  same  emption  on  their  hands.  This  eruption 
consists  of  small  pimples,  not  more  than  one-aixth  of  an  inch  in. 
diameter,  with  an  exudation  of  seram  from  Uie  apex.  This  exu- 
dation dries  np,  scabs  off,  and  leaveslthe  parts  raw  and  sore. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Thomas:  On  last  Friday  I  saw  in  confinement  a- 
negro  girl  fifteen  years  old.  The  girl  waa  unconscious,  and  very 
nervons  and  delirioos;  womb  dilating.  After  a  time  found  tbo 
womb  still  dilating,  and  ruptured  the  membranes.  I  c^me  in 
again  later  and  found  the  head  tightly  wedged  in  the  pelvis.  I 
applied  the  forceps  and  delivered  the  mother  of  a  dead  child. 
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The  mother  remained  anoonBdoaB  doHng  the  whole  of  the  labor. 
She  hod  a  very  qniob  pulse,  and  remainAd  in  the  same  nerrons, 
onconBciooB  state  until  she  died,  last  Monday  morning. 

On  Sanday  morning  aaw  a  woman  in  natural  labor,  and  de- 
lirered  her  of  a  healthy  boy.  The  plaoenta  was  delivered  with 
not  more  than  the  nsnal  flow  of  blood.  Dr.  Thomas  was  waiting 
to  apply  the  bandage  until  the  nurse  had  finished  dressing  the 
child,  when  he  noticed  that  the  woman's  faoe  was  turning  per- 
fectly white,  and  she  soon  fell  in  a  deep  syncope,  but  after  the 
administration  of  stimulants  she  soon  recovered.  Yesterday  the 
temperature  rose,  and  she  was  having  a  little  fever.  The  heart's 
impulse  is  weak,  and  the  woman  is  known  to  faint  from  very 
very  alight  causes. 


&mt  gtttata  p«dial  (ilolUg?. 


i.  W.  CALHOCS,  X.D..  t 

{ Cojdmutd  from  page  398  <tf  Oddber  JoumoL ) 

Case  XXIL — Foreign  Body  m  the  Cornea — BemovaL — J.  T,, 
white,  fet.  twenty-five  years,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  presents  himself  with 
a  foreign  body  (a  piece  of  iron)  deeply  sunken  into  the  corneal 
tissue,  just  in  front  of  the  pupiL  It  gives  intense  pain,  which, 
with  the  inflamed  condition  of  the  eye,  renders  its  immediate  re- 
moval necessary. 

Where  the  foreign  body  lies  superficial,  not  imbeded,  a  mag- 
net will  often  euoceed  in  bringing  it  away,  by  attracting  and 
holding  it  sufficiently  firmly  to  withdraw  it  from  its  seat  Prof. 
Hasuer,  of  Pr^fue,  has  invented  a  little  instnunent,  which  he 
calls  "the  magnetic  forceps,"  having  the  oombined  advantages 
of  an  ordinary  pair  of  forceps  and  a  magnet,  the  two  rough 
points  of  the  instrument  being  so  oonstruoted  as  to  have  the 
magnetic  power.  Unless  the  foreign  body  lies  very  deep,  this  in- 
strument answers  a  very  admirable  purpose,  for  at  the  same  time 
you  grasp  the  body,  the  influence  of  the  magnet  is  exerted,  and 
you  succeed  in  extracting  it. 

As  a  rule,  foreign  l^odies  imbed  themselves  rather  deeply,  and 
when  so  the  quickest  and  most  bomane  mode  of  treatment  is  to 
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Open  the  lidfi  by  meuu  of  an  ej«  Bpooaltun,  sad  having  fixed  the 
ball  with  foFOeps,  to  loosaa  and  root  oat^  so  to  apeak,  the  body 
with  an  ordiaai;  oataraet  Baedle,  or  with  a  grooved  naedle. 
Those  of  yoD  who  know  from  ezparieBoe  the  diifienlties  to  be  met, 
with  m  temonng  saeh  bodiea  from  the  eye,  on  aoooant  of  Iha 
extNnte  aanaitiT«aesa  of  the  organ,  will  i^preoiate  that  plan, 
which  eaaUes  yoa  to  anoeeod  aa  rapidly  and  with  as  little  pain 
to  the  patient  aa  poasible. 

In  thia  oase  the  lids  are  held  apart  and  ball  fixed  and  the 
body  scratehed  out  as  meationed  above.  The  eye  was  bandaged 
to  keep  the  lid  quiet  over  the  abraded  ooroea,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  the  patient  diamiaaed  as  cured. 

Case  XXIIX — MyringitU  or  Inflammation  ^  the  Membrana 
Tympanx  (Ear  Ache.) — C.  M.,  colored  boy,  set.  nine  years,  Atlanta. 
The  patient  has  been  exposed  to  bad  weather  and  baa  taken  oold, 
and  DOW  complains  of  intense  pain  (worse  at  night)  in  right 
ear,  producing  high  fever,  restleeeness,  etc.  Farther  than  a  aenai- 
tive  and  slightly  swollen  condition  of  the  parts  around  the  ear,  no 
oatward  signs  of  inflammation  are  present,  but  apon  examina- 
tion with  the  mirror  and  ear  speoolnm,  with  wbiob  the  light  is 
thrown  into  the  ear,  the  tympannm  is  found  to  be  immensely 
congested,  filled  with  little  capillary  blood  vessels,  haviog  lost  all 
of  its  natural  ashy  gray  appearanoe,  and  the  adjacent  parts  of 
the  external  canal  are  also  inflamed  and  Bw<^en.  Of  oonrae  there 
in  bnt  little  ability  to  hear  from  thia  ear.  To  this  oonditioo  of 
things  the  common  iena  of  "  ear  ache"  is  applied,  but  not  to  this 
alone^  for  inflammations  of  another  character,  snoh  aa  abseeaaea 
in  the  external  ear,  etc.,  bear  also  the  same  title. 

In  SDch  cases  active  treatment  is  neoessary;  for  instance  we 
will  here  abstract  blood  locally  from  the  temple,  or  mastoid  pro- 
casB,  or  both,  by  means  of  leaches  or  cupping,  to  the  extent  of 
five  or  six  ouaoes.  If  thia  does  not  relieve  the  pain,  fly  blisters 
will  be  applied  to  the  same  parts.  We  will  also  giro  a  calomel 
purge.  Ae  a  local  application,  one  grain  ot  morphine  in  an  ounce 
of  water,  to  be  poured  tolerably  warm  into  the  ear  every  half 
hour  or  hour,  will  often  afford  quick  r^ef.  It  yon  apply  poal- 
tioea,  leave  the  antranee  into  the  ear  free,  so  as  not  to  allow  the 
heat  to  be  oolleeted  and  held  in  eoDt«ot  with  the  drum.  This 
would  keep  it  too  much  congested.  Qlyoarine  and  morphine  will 
also  be  foond  to  answer  well,  bat  bear  in  ndind  to  have  the  fluids 
milk  warm  upon  pouring  them  into  the  ear.     Such  treatment 
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vill  aanally  ntdnoe  tbe  iDflammntton,  whiob,  when  left  alone,  or 
bodl;  treated,  not  tinfreqaentl;  ends  in  perforation  of  the  dram, 
suppuration  of  the  iuiddl«  ear,  and  even  some  times  pAssea 
through  the  thin  layer  of  bone  eepwnting  th'e  middle  ear  from 
brain,  and  produce  inflammation  of  the  membranee  snrroand- 
ingthebraiBsnbatance,  (meningitiB.)  If  necessary,  an  opiate  must 
be  giTen  the  <^iild  t?  insure  rest  and  sleep.  For  the  present  this 
mode  of  treatment  will  be  carried  out. 

Case  XXTV.— Suppura/ion  of  the  Middltt  Ear  ( Otorrhea.) 
Treatmenl  with  Alcohol. — M.  W.,  colored  cook,  ret.  fifty  years, 
Atlasta.  The  patient  has  a  constant  foetid  discharge  from  the 
right  ear,  which  has  existed  for  several  years.  Upon  examina- 
tion we  find  the  discharge  comes  from  the  middle  ear  and  emp- 
ties itself  through  an  opening  in  the  membrana  tympani.  These 
chronic  otorrhoeas  are  very  stubborn,  but  succumb  usually  to  the 
proper  treatment  ooustantly  kept  up.  I  bring  this  case  before 
jou  to  demonstrate  the  efficacy  of  the  alcohol  treatment,  which 
acts  in  many  oases  most  surprisingly.  Before  applying  it,  the 
«ar  must  be  thoroughly  cleansed  by  syringing  with  milk  warm 
salt  water,  and  afterwards  dried  aa  nearly  as  possible.  This  lat- 
ter is  important,  else  oftentimes  a  sufficiency  of  water  Is  left  be- 
hind to  dilute  the  medicine  too  much.  If  you  have  reason  to 
suppose  this  will  not  be  properly  carried  out,  it  will  be  better 
to  use  a  moistened  camel's  hair  pencil,  and  swab  out  the  ear, 
and  thus  cleanse  it  of  matter.  After  this  is  done,  fill  the  ear 
with  the  pure  undiluted  alcohol,  and  let  it  remain  in  for  five  or 
ten  minutes.  The  first  effect  of  it  is  a  sharp  burning  feeling, 
which  is  only  moninlary,  and  then  a  very  pleasantly  warm  sensa- 
tion follows.  At  the  end  of  five  or  ten  minutes,  turn  the  head  to 
one  side  to  empty  the  fluid,  and  dry  the  ear,  and  put  in  a  piece 
of  cotton.  Make  this  application  twice  daily,  but  keep  the  ear 
cleansed  oftener,  if  necessary,  according  to  the  copiousness  of  the 
-discharge. 

I  have  known  otorrbaeis,  existing  for  many  years,  cured  in 
comparatively  a  short  time  by  this  treatment,  and  can  recom- 
mend it  strongly  to  yon  for  trial.  There  are  oases,  of  course, 
where  other  remediea  must  be  resorted  to,  or  where  they  should 
be  used  alternate^  with  tJie  alcohol.  In  cases  of  polypus,  or 
^seaeed  bone,  of  course,  this  is  not  applicable. 

We  will  give  it  a  trial  in  this  case,  and  watch  the  resnlt. 
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Cabe  XXV. — Deafneat  from  an  Acttte  Iiiflammalion  {wilh 
cUmtre)  of  the  Emtackian  Tube  and  Middle  Ear.  Secovery  of 
Bearing. — S.  G.  6.,  white,  rot.  twentj-fiTe,  Atlanta.  The  patient  ha» 
taken  a  Bevere  oold,  and  the  inflammation  has  extended  from  the 
throat  along  the  eustachian  tubes  into  the  middle  ear,  causing  the 
lining  membrane  of  the  tube  to  swell  to  such  an  extent  aa  to  pre- 
vent the  paaaage  of  air  into  the  middle  ear.  Tbroogh  the  semi- 
trasparent  dnun,  the  swollen  and  inflamed  condition  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  middle  ear  can  also  be  seen.  'Within  the  last  few 
days  the  bearing  has  gradually  diminished,  until  only  loud  con- 
versation is  audible.  There  is  a  oonatantly  dull,  aching  sensation, 
and  a  fuUnesa  in  the  ears,  and  a  oontiaual  roaring  in  the  head, 
day  and  night,  without  cessation.  Occasionally,  as  the  patient 
opens  the  mouth  widely,  or  blows  his  nose,  "  the  ears  open,  and 
for  a  moment  the  hearing  is  quite  good,"  but  soon  the  roaring 
and  deafness  again  make  their  appearance.  Upon  istrodacing 
the  catheter  into  the  eustachian  tabes  through  the  nose,  and 
throwing  air  iDto  the  ear,  the  patient  at  once  hears  better,  the 
roaring  ceases,  and  most  of  the  UDpleasant  symptoms  disappear, 
but  reappear  after  several  hours.  This  treatment  was  kept  up 
once  daily  for  two  or  three  weeks,  injecting  at  the  same  time 
into  the  middle  ear,  through  the  catheter,  a  weak  eolation  of  iodide 
potassium,  to  cause  a  diminition  of  the  inflammation  and  swell- 
ing of  the  mucous  membrane  lining  the  parts.  Occasionally  this 
was  alternated  with  a  solution  of  hydrate  chloral,  or  the  fumes 
of  chloroform,  for  the  same  purpose.  At  the  end  of  three  or 
four  weeks  every  unpleasant  symptom  had  vanished,  and  the 
hearing  was  fully  restored. 


§itl»)il«  §^Md(m;g  tit  ^tAUm. 


JAUES  B.  BAIBD,  U.D 

Atlanta,  September  21,  1675. 

The  President,  Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson,  preading. 

Br.  H.  F.  Scott  read  the  following  essay  on  dysentery,  as  ob- 
served during  May  and  June  of  the  present  year,  with  the  mode 
of  treatment: 
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"  During  the  above  months  it  was  mj  lot,  as  City  Physician, 
to  enconnter  a  great  many  eases  of  dysentery.  This  was,  doubt- 
less, the  experience  of  most  members  of  the  academy.  Indeed, 
so  prevalent  did  it  become  that  I  was  told  by  some  of  the  oldest 
and  most  extensive  practitioners  of  the  city  that  they  bad  not 
met  with  BO  many  cases  since  the  epidemic  of  1871.  In  fact,  so- 
common  was  it  in  my  practice  daring  these  months  to  treat  dys- 
entery that  I  was  seldom  called  to  treat  any  other  disease,  and. 
for  two  sncoeesive  weeks  of  the  time,  although  I  made  several 
calls  doling  each  day,  yet  I  saw  nothing  but  it.  Xot  was  It  con- 
fined to  any  age,  but  all  alike  had  it,  from  the  yonng«et  infant  at 
its  mother's  breast  to  the  gray  haired  old  man. 

"  Bat  whilst  it  was  extensive,  yet  at  the  same  time  it  was  mild, 
and  yielded  kindly  to  treatment.  Indeed,  several  cases  under  my 
supervision  got  well  without  any  treatment,  other  than  dieting, 
in  the  course  of  a  week;  whilst  the  remainder,  of  somewhat  more 
serious  a  type,  ander  a  course  of  treatment  which  I  shall  hereafter 
describe,  almost  invariably  recovered  within  from  two  to  foar- 
days,  and  in  several  instances  after  taking  only  one  dose  of  medi- 
cine— ^in  this  respect  differing  from  the  aforesaid  epidemic,  which. 
I  am  informed  was  anusaally  difficult  to  manage. 

"  In  treating  these  cases  I  used,  in  some  fifteen  of  them,  ipecac 
according  to  Dr.  Woodholl's  manner  of  treating  them,  and  with 
pretty  fair  success;  upon  others  I  osed  various  plans  of  treat- 
ment, with  varying  sucoess;  bat  towards  the  last  I  relied  alto- 
gether upon  Epsom  salts  and  laudanum,  in  some  cases  giving  a 
full  duse  of  salts  with  ten  drops  of  laudanum,  to  be  followed  by 
several  doses  of  laudanum  alone,  which  answered  well  in  some 
cases ;  but  in  the  majority  of  cases  I  would  pat,  say  a  tablespoonf  al 
of  salts  and  a  teaspoonful  of  laudanum  in  a  wineglass  of  water, 
and  direct  a  teaspoonful  to  be  given  every  half  hour.  In  this 
manner  getting  the  depleting  and  cooling  effect  of  the  salts,  to- 
gether with  the  soothing  action  of  the  laudanum,  and  at  the  same 
time  a  cleaning  of  the  bowels  of  any  iriitating  substances  that 
may  be  present 

"  I  am  aware  that  this  is  an  old  treatment,  bat  at  the  same 
time  it  is  my  opinion,  based  on  the  above  experianoe,  together 
with  my  former  and  sabsequent  experience  in  connectioB  with 
this  disease,  that  the  above  treament,  with  the  application  in  some 
cases  of  warm  pooltices  to  Uie  abdomen  and  appropriate  dieting, 
is  the  most  rational  of  any,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  effective 
treatment  for  this  disease." 
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Dr.  W.  S.  ArraBtrong  reported  Bev«D  oases  of  Bculfttina,  all 
bftviog  oocnrred  in  the  last  few  mekn. 

Dr.  Woodbnll  ioqaired  if  it  was  a  faot  tbat  Boariatiaa  was  iB- 
variably  of  a  mild  type  in  this  latitade? 

Dr.  J.  O.  Wastmoreland  said  be  had  not  saen  a  ease  of  scarlet 
fever  for  eighteen  years.  Rtghteeo  years  ago  had  thraa  oases, 
videly  separated,  in  this  city — one  died  Thinks  the  skin  is 
always  smooth.  The  emption  is  not  papular.  The  epidemic  of 
1848*  was  very  fatal 

Dr.  Logan  retnarked  that  ths  eniption  of  scarlatina  was  not 
•simply  an  efSorescence  bnt  slightly  elevated,  and  the  eleration 
being  uniform,  is  not  very  distinct  tbt  history  of  this  affection 
teaches  that  it  is  contagions,  but  it  is  an  uncertain  oontagion. 
His  observation  confirming  this  position. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Westmoreland  observed  that  his  reading  teaches  him 
-BcarktiQa  is  contagions,  bnt  bis  ezpoience  is  not  in  accord  with 
the  books.  Saw  no  eridenoe  erf  contagion  in  the  epidentic  of 
1848. 

Dr.  Logan  added  that  Tjoois  Tbonise,  (Ziemssen's  Eacydo- 
pedia,  vol.  ii.,  p.  176,}  explains  the  apparent  nnoertainty  erf  the 
contagion,  on  the  ground  that  a  considerable  number  of  persons 
are  nut  susceptible  to  its  inflaenoe. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson  said  in  the  emption  of  scarlatina  the  akin 
is  smooth,  except  the  thick  ^in.  In  certain  situations  it  may  be 
papular. 

Dr.  Armstrong  closed  the  discasaioB  on  tbie  subject,  aayingi 
"  I  was  induced  to  write  a  report  of  the  above  cases  for  tbe 
reason  that  there  seems  to  exist  a  doubt  in  the  minds  of  many 
here  that  scarlatina  is  prevailing  in  this  place.  Though  the 
number  of  cases  seen  by  me  has  not  been  great,  (probably  not 
more  than  twenty,)  I  have  been  satisfied  of  its  existence  here 
since  last  wintw. 

"  Since  I  have  been  in  the  practice,  there  has  been  no  epidemic 
of  this  disease  in  my  region  of  country.  Mid  my  knowledge  of  it, 
clinically,  is  confined  to  seeing  it  treated  in  London  several  years 
-ago.  There  I  was  told  it  did  not  then  prevail  aa  an  epidemic, 
but  that  the  city  was  never  tr&e  from  ii  The  cases  witnessed  at 
that  time  were  soScientiy  abundant  for  me  to  become  thoroaghly 
familiar  with  it  in  its  varions  phases. 

"  In  1672 1  treated  a  case  that  oocarred  near  this  city,  which 
was  also  sees  by  Drs.  Bosemui  and  Logan.     This  is  the  only 
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case  I  remember  to  liave  aaen  here  before  the  present  oaonrreDce' 
of  the  disease. 

"  Because  it  is  not  is  oonta^ona  as  measles  and  unall-pos» 
and  does  not  sweep  through  the  commnnity  and  destroy  its  vic- 
tims by  the  hundred,  aa  epidMaucs  of  oUwr  diseases  have  done, 
is  certainly  no  ai^ument  against  its  prevalence.  Besides,  we  read 
of  epidemics  so  mild  that  most  of  the  cases  are  not  confined  to 
bed. 

"  While  it  is  the  generally  received  opinion  that  it  is  not  bo 
contagions  as  measles, — and  my  experience  coincides  with  this 
Tiew, — I  have  seen  it  carried  from  one  house  to  another  by  persons 
visiting.  Another  fact  is  also  made  very  clear  by  the  cases  I  have 
seen,  viz :  that  children  nnder  ten  years  of  age  are  much  more 
liable  than  those  older  to  contraet  scarlatina.  Fiom  the  caaes 
repor4ed,  it  will  also  be  apparent  ttiat,  in  the  same  families,  the- 
severity  of  the  affection  is  mainly  confined  to  children;  and  this 
has  been  my  obaerration  among  my  other  oases. 

"  I  have  (»ly  seen  one  adnlt  who  had  the  eruption  even  in  a 
light  form.    Yet  all  the  other  ^mptoms  were  present. 

"  Of  the  BBTMi  oases  reported,  all  fonr  of  the  children  had  thfr 
eraption,  inflammation  of  the  tonsils,  redness  of  soft  pulate,. 
anterior  palatine  arches,  and  lymphadinitis,  together  with 
cellulitis.  On  the  other  hand,  the  three  adults  hod  all  of  these 
symptoms,  except  the  emption.  Yet  it  will  hardly  be  doubted, 
because  the  eroption  was  absent,  that  the  disease  was  not  the 
same  as  the  ehildrsD  were  suffering  from.  It  would  be  equally 
onfair  to  say  that  it  was  not  scarlatina  because  they  were  not 
vBiy  ill 

"  It  has  been  said  that  some  symptoms  of  scarlatina  were  ab- 
sent in  my  cases.  I  would  be  glad  to  know  what  they  are.  The 
well  marked  cases  have  all  had  the  characteristic  punctiform 
eruption  going  through  its  Tarions  stages  over  the  body,  the 
angina,  the  oharaet«ristic  appearance  of  the  tongue,  infiammatiou 
of  the  cervical  lymphatics  as  well  as  of  the  connective  tissue  of 
the  neck.  ' 

"  There  seems  to  be  no  symptom  wanting  to  constitute  this 
disease,  scarlatina.  But  should  there  still  be  a  doubt,  after  this 
array  of  symptoms,  it  seems  as  if  it  sliould  have  been  dispelled 
later  when  the  desquamation  came  on,  and  when  acute  desqua- 
mative nephritis,  followed  by  general  and  local  dropsy,  had  also 
made  its  appearance.    The  desquamation  has  been  witnessed  in 


b,Coo*^lc 


478'       ATLANTA  MBDtCAL  AKD  8UR01CAL  JOVHUAL. 

all  the  cases,  and  nephritis  followed  by  dropsy  in  three  children 
and  one  adnlt  within  the  last  two  months. 

"  In  reply  to  the  President,  Dr.  Johoson,  who  Htates  that  mj 
description  of  the  pnnctate  elevated  points  differ  from  the  smooth 
rash  he  met  with  many  years  ago,  I  reply,  in  the  language  of 
'  Thomas,  of  Leipzig,  that  the  exanthem  of  scarlatina  "  has  been 
Tarionsly  described  by  different  antbors,  nndonbtedly  because  its 
character  varied  at  different  times  and  in  different  places,  a  mao- 
ner  corresponding  to  the  variation  of  the  entire  disease."  And 
farther  on,  he  says:  "They"  (the  punctate  ernption)  "are either 
entirely  flat,  or,  as  is  more  often  the  case,  very  slightly  elevated, 
bat  not  near  as  much  so  as  in  the  roseola  of  measles.  *  *  In 
order  to  caose  a  general  confluence  of  the  eruption,  but  little  ad- 
ditional growth  of  the  single  points  is  necessary;  in  severe  cases, 
in  which  the  exaathem  is  of  longer  duration,  oonflaenoe  very 
often  occurs,  which  aooonnts  tor  the  frequent  description  of 
scarlatina  as  a  hypenemia  that  is  uniformly  distributed  over  the 
whole  body."  Hence,  I  consider  the  objections  of  the  President 
to  the  difference  in  appearance  of  the  eruption,  as  seen  by  me 
here,  from  that  witnessed  by  him  many  years  ago,  fully  answered 
■by  the  description  of  the  variations  in  the  eruption  given  by 
Thomas,  as  seen  at  different  times  and  iu  different  places  in  ra- 
rious  epidemics." 

Dr.  Taliaferro  desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Academy  to 
a  communication  read  before  the  Middle  Oeorgia  Medical  So- 
ciety, and  published  in  the  October  number  of  the  Ati.u(ta  Mkd- 
icAL  AND  Simoic&L  JouBNAL,  upou  "  AmBsthesia  in  Labor,"  by  Dr. 
E.  P.  Moore,  in  which  the  following  language  occurs:  "  *  *  *  It 
may  seem  presumptuous  in  one  of  my  age  to  attempt  an  elucida- 
tion of  a  subject  which  has  been  handled  by  men  of  long  expe- 
rience, and  extended  observation  and  research;  but  I  do  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  assuming  to  myself  any  superior  knowledge 
upon  this  subject,  nor  of  presenting  any  thing  new  to  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Academy,  or  Dr.  Washington,  but  of  calling  atten- 
tion to  what  they  seem  to  have  overlooked,  and  which  is  neces- 
sary to  strengthen  Dr.  Washington's  paper,  as  also  Drs.  J.  M. 
Johnson,  Taliaferro,  and  others,  who  have  timely  confessed  (italics 
ours)  that  they  could  be  persuaded  under  very  trying  circum- 
stances to  use  chloroform  iu  labor,  (the  verdict  of  a  Boston  jury 
•to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.)" 

A  little  fnrther  on  Dr.  Moore  says:  "Of  coarse  every  condi- 
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tioD,  which  woald  contra- indicate  its  nse,  should  be  looked  well 
into,  and  exceeding  caution  observed.  I  alwat/s  umtch  its  effect 
upofi  the  circulation  and  respiration  especially." 

In  the  diacussioQ  referred  to,  Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson  need  the  fol- 
lowing language:  "Has  heard  a  great  deal  said  abont  the  dan- 
gers of  chloroform,  but  I  think  with  Sir  James  Sisapaon,  that  a 
man  who  will  not  use  it  ib  obstetrical  cases,  is  almost  a  heathen. 
It  may  be  gives  in  a  manner  free  from  danger,  and  productive  of 
great  good,"  etc. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  said  he  "  is  impressed  with  the  danger  of  going 
to  an  extreme  in  abandoning  the  nae  of  chloroform  throi^h  fear 
of  its  effects;  uses  it  in  labor  when  be  deems  it  advisable.  The 
intensity  of  the  pain  is  moderated.  Never  knew  of  a  death  from 
chloroform  in  obstetrical  practice,  and,  so  far  as  his  knowledge 
«xtendB,  none  had  been  reported.  In  surgery  preferti  ether;  oon- 
siders  it  safer.  Chloroform  is  preferable  in  obstetrics,  as  it  acta 
<]|uicker,  and  to  secure  its  effects  it  is  not  necessary  to  satarate 
the  patient  with  it." 

Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson  further  remarked  that  "  he  invariably  gives 
chloroform  in  ]abor,  always  in  small  quantity,  and  always  with 
the  same  resnlL" 

Dr.  Taliaferro  said  in  reply  to  the  President,  he  would  state 
that  until  the  last  few  years  he  was  in  the  habit  of  using  it  freely 
to  complete  ancesthesia  in  almost  every  case.  Never  saw  a  case 
in  which  the  uterine  contractions  were  retarded,  or  the  action  of 
the  abdominal  muscles  suspended.  Does  not  give  it  now  to  the 
same  extent  he  formerly  did;  not  because  be  is  not  an  advocate 
of  it,  he  is,  but  on  account  of  the  big  scare  the  profession  ore  in 
abont  chloroform,  fearing  some  accident  may  occur.  If  his  pa- 
tient requests  chloroform  she  gets  it  Has  never  seen  the  least 
unpleasant  effect  from  it,  either  to  the  mother  or  child.  Should 
now  use  it  to  ome^thesia  if  necessary." 

Thus  it  appears  that  Drs.  Johnson  and  Taliaferro  administer 
-chloroform  boldly,  but  cautiously,  while  our  friend  Dr.  Moore  is 
evidently  himself  timid  about  the  "circulation  and  respiration 
especially." 

R.  W.  WESTMORELAND,  M.D.,  Bepdhteb. 

Atlanta,  September  28,  1875. 
Academy  met,  Dr.  John  M.  JobnsoD,  President,  in  the  chair. 
Iteport  of  cases  being  in  order.  Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland 
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called  attention  to  the  case  of  a  two  year  old  colored  female  child 
presented  at  hia  ofBce  last  Saturday.  On  investigation,  it  waa 
fonnd  that  there  had  been  retention  of  urine  for  twentj-fonr  hours, 
and  that  the  labia  minora  were  adherent  to  a  point  about  tbe 
orifice  of  the  urethra,  leaving,  however,  an  aperture  at  the  upper 
portion,  through  which  a  probe  could  be  passed  down  in  front  of 
the  meatus.  Considerable  redneee  of  the  labia  existed,  with 
tumefaction  extending  ap  to  tbe  mons  veneru.  The  adhesion  was 
taken  up  by  inserting  a  probe  at  the  upper  aperture  and  forcing 
it  downward.  The  probe  was  then  introduced  into  the  urethra 
without  difficulty,  but  no  flow  of  nrine  occurred  on  its  withdrawal. 
On  a  second  insertion,  and  leaving  it  in  a  while,  the  urine  flowed 
freely  when  it  was  withdrawn.  The  history  of  the  case  showed 
that  a  day  or  two  previously  the  child  had  suffered  pain,  and 
febrile  symptoms  hod  existed,  for  whiob  it  had  been  given  calomeL 
He  inferred  that  the  retention  waa  caused  by  the  tumefaction  in 
and  around  tbe  urethra,  and  desired  the  opinion  of  members  aa 
to  the  nature  and  causeof  the  inflammation — whether  erysipelatous 
or  not. 

Dr.  J.  O.  Westmoreland  desired  to  know  if  he  had  any  means 
of  knowing  how  loDg  the  adhesion  had  existed  ? 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  stated  that  the  mother  reported 
having  discovered  the  condition  a  day  or  two  previous.  He  sup- 
posed it  was  of  short  duration,  as  the  adhesion  was  not  firm. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  supposed  the  case  one  of  ordinary  vnlvitiSr 
probably  from  want  of  cleanliness,  allowing  feoal  nccumolationSr 
etc.,  within  the  vulva.  He  judged  that  tbe  case  was  specific. 
Simple  vulvitis  often  exists  without  any  ku^iwu  cause,  and  runs, 
on  to  serious  eouseqnenoes. 

Dr.  John  M.  Johnson  thought  that  the  case  might  have  arisen 
from  acid  urine,  as  such  cases,  in  his  opinion,  are  often  produced. 
Has  a  case  under  treatment  of  extensive  ulceratiou  of  labia  mi- 
nora which  he  thinks  originated  from  this  cause.  Ho  also  men- 
tioned the  fact  that  his  experience  taught  him  that  ascarides, 
inuking  their  way  from  the  rectum,  produce  excessive  initation 
in  the  vulva,  and  might  lead  to  iudammatoi^  excitement,  such 
as  the  one  reported  by  Dr.  Westmurelaud.  He  thinks  the  va- 
rious cause  of  irritation  by  hand,  ascurides  aud  acid  urine  fruit- 
ful sources  of  the  trouble. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  stated  that  he  thought  tbe  case  dif- 
/«renb  from  ordinary  vulvitis,  the   tumefaction   was   unusually 
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great  Wbs  in  donbt  vhetiter  the  iaflftmmatioii  was  eiTripe- 
kttotu  in  its  ohBTBcter  or  noL 

Dr.  Taliaferro  wished  to  know  it  there  waa  ao;  diaohuge  of 
pus,  and  if  there  was  appearance  of  abeoess. 

W.  F.  Weetmoreland  dieooTered  only  a  slight  maoooB  dis- 
charge — no  abeoeea. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  1  ValntiB  in  ohildren,  frttile  not  very  oommon. 
is  Tery  apt  to  be  grangrenons,  the  inflanunation  extending  to  the 
cellnlar  tisane.  No  donbt  the  case  was  one  of  cellalar  inflamma- 
tion— aonte  inflemoiation  of  valva. 

Academy  adjoonied. 


iBrxt  fob^gt^. 


BATTET'S  OPERATION, 

Bx  D.  W.  TANDELI:,  3f.D.,  AID  ELT  HoOLELLAIT,  V.V. 

Dr.  Battey,  of  Georgia,  having  reoeutly  done  a  aeries  of  op- 
erations in  the  oity  of  Iionkville,  eeveral  of  which  we  witnessed, 
we  sought  an  interview  with  him,  and  elicited  information  whioh 
we  deem  of  interest  to  the  medical  profession.  The  following  is 
the  porport  of  the  interview: 

Ywdell — What  first  soggested  the  idea  of  this  operation  to 
yoor  mind? 

Bftttey — I  had  charge  of  a  young  ladj  of  twenty-tme,  who 
had  no  ntems,  bnt  with  an  active  menetmal  molimen,  whose 
heart  was  broken  down  by  the  strain  upon  it  in  the  monthly  vas- 
cular exoitemente  which  were  unrelieved,  and  of  which  she  died. 
It  occtUTed  to  me  that  if  I  conld  but  divest  her  of  her  ovaries 
the  balance  would  be  restored.  I  searched  in  vaia  for  a  prece- 
dent; I  dared  not  to  make  one. 

Tandell — Ton  have  performed  what  yon  at  first  called  "  nor- 
mal ovariotomy  "  how  many  times  in  Louisville  ? 

Battej— Six  times. 

Yandell — Have  you  removed  in  these  cases  one  or  both 
ovaries? 

Battey — From  one  case  one  ovary;  from  another  both  ovaries 
at  two  operations;  from  three  oases  both  ovariesat  one  operation. 

Vol.  xin— No.a-30. 
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Yandell — Are  70a  the  originator  of  Uiis  opersfdoD,  or  does 
yonr  prooedore  differ  from  that  of  other  OTariotomiats  so  as  to 
make  it  an  original  operation  ? 

Battey — I  believe  the  removal  of  the  oraries  vith  a  view  to 
«ffect  the  ohangfl  of  life  at  will  is  eotirel;  original  with  myself, 
both  in  its  oonception  and  exeontion.  I  know  of  no  one  who  de- 
sires to  claim  it  for  any  one  else. 

Yandell — Id  what  respect  does  your  operation  differ  from 
other  methods  of  ovariotomy  ? 

Battey — All  oilier  operators  propose  to  remove  ooarian  tu- 
mors for  the  conservation  of  life  and  to  relieve  the  patient  of  an 
intolerable  burden.  The  vaginal  ovariotomy  of  Thomas  and 
Noeggerath  only  differs  in  the  route  by  which  the  tumor  is 
reached.  It  is  my  purpose  to  rid  the  patieut,  in  the  first  place, 
of  a  diseased  or  pernicious  oiml/Uitm;  secondly,  to  avail  myself  of 
the  great  alterative  changes  in  the  nervoos  system  which  attend 
apon  the  change  of  life;  and  in  doing  so  to  revolutionize  the 
whole  female  economy,  and  thoa  throw  off  an  otherwise  incurtAle 
disease.  It  is  tme  that  I  remove  diseased  ovaries,  freqaently 
oystio;  it  is  tme  that  I  sometimes  know  them  to  be  cystic  before 
removal;  but  they  are  ogans  which  still  have  soffioient  integrity 
of  stmotare  to  keep  np  ovulation,  and  it  is  to  stop  this  diseased  or 
perniciom  ovulation  that  I  operale,  and  to  effect  the  change  of  l^e. 

Yandell — Under  what  circnmstanoeB  do  you  think  the  opera- 
tion demanded  ? 

Battey — In  the  case  cf  any  gram  disease  vAieh  is  either  dan- 
gerous to  life  or  deatruclive  to  he^th  and  happinesSf  ujhich  is  incur- 
able  by  the  recognized  resources  of  our  art,  and  which  toe  may  reas- 
onably  expect  to  remotx  by  effecting  change  of  life.  X  desire  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood  that  1  do  not  propose  it  for  amenorrboea, 
nor  dysmeDorrboea,  nor  nymphomania,  nor  for  any  other  partic- 
ular malady,  but  only  for  such  conditions  and  oases  as  are  alone 
«urable  by  change  of  life.  I  do  not  propose  it  for  any  cose  carable 
by  any  other  method  or  means. 

Yandell — Will  you  describe  your  method  of  doing  the  op- 
eration? 

Battey — I  place  the  patient  upon  the  left  side,  semi-prone, 
retract  the  perinfenm  with  the  old-fashioned  Sims's  duckbill, 
having  a  broad  but  rather  short  bUde  that  is  bat  little  cupped, 
which  I  find  veiy  desirable.  The  cervix  uteri  is  now  seised  with 
a  stout  volsella  and  drawn  down  under  the  pubic  arch.    The  in- 
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■cision  is  made  in  the  median  line  of  the  poaterior  Taginal  ctU-de- 
■sac  with  soisaoTS,  and  from  an  inch  and  a  quarter  to  an  inch  and  a 
half  in  length,  the  latter  preferable.  The  inoidon  extends  at  first 
4owD  to  the  peritoneum,  when,  if  there  be  no  bleeding,  the  serouB 
membrane  is  opened.  The  specnlnm  is  now  removed,  and  the 
index  finger  passed  into  Douglas's  fossa  to  hook  down  one  of  the 
ovaries,  and  bring  it  into  the  vagina,  while  an  assistant,  by  press- 
ing the  hand  upon  the  hypogastrinm,  depressee  the  visoera  in  the 
pelvis.  Occasionally  there  is  advantage  in  turning  the  patient 
supine,  that  the  viscera  may  gravitate  into  the  pelvis.  Often  the 
use  of  a  Boitably-constmcted  forceps  is  required  to  assist  in  briog- 
iug  dQwn  the  ovary.  A  temporary  ligature  is  oast  aronnd  the 
4)086  of  the  ovary,  aud  the  other  organ  similarly  treated,  when 
they  are  removed  by  ecraaement,  about  ten  minntes  being  con- 
«umed  in  crashing  the  pedicle  of  each  ovary,  the  temporary  lig- 
atures coming  away  with  the  ovaries.  No  suture  is  used  in  the 
vagina]  wound,  nor  is  any  tent  or  drainage-tube  employed, 
■as  a  rule.  In  several  of  my  cases  the  ovaries  have  been  found  to 
be  bound  down  by  old  peritoneal  adhesions,  which  required  to 
be  broken  up  by  the  finger,  and  in  one  case  the  ovary  was  liter- 
ally dug  out  with  the  finger-nail. 

Yandell — Have  you  in  any  way  modified  or  improved  yonr 
original  operation  ? 

Battey — Yes,  in  two  partioalars:  first,  in  sabatitotiDg  the  va- 
ginal for  the  abdominal  Incision;  and  secondly,  in  discarding  all 
-  ligatures  and  sutures,  leaving  no  foreign  body  in  the  tissues.  I 
have  not  operated  tbrongh  the  abdominal  wall  since  my  first 
case.  I  have  used  the  ligature  npon  the  pedicle  in  only  four 
cases,  and  have  used  the  vaginal  suture  but  twice  in  all  my  cases. 

Yandell — la  the  drainage  sufficient  in  all  oases? 

Battey — The  drainage  is  ample,  OS  a  rule.  If  there  be  sup- 
pnration,  I  introduce  after  the  first  five  or  seven  days  a  Nelaton 
soft  catheter  to  wash  the  cul-de-soc,  ood  prevent  premature  clos- 
ure of  the  wound. 

Yandell — Does  prolapsion  of  intestine  or  omentnm  throngh 
the  incision  ever  occur  ? 

Battey — I  have  never  encountered  a  case.  Usually  in  twenty- 
four  hours  the  indaion  of  an  inch  and  a  half  contracts  to  half 
an  inch,  and  in  forty-eight  hours  it  is  almost  entirely  closed, 
barely  admitting  a  oi^eter. 

Yandell — Have  you  ever  encountered  troublesome  hemor- 
rhage ? 
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Battey — "So,  never. 

Yaodell — Sbonld  it  occur,  what  meane  would  yon  ose  for  its 
control? 

Battey — Sboold  I  eoooiiDter  hemorrhage  from  the  incisioD, 
I  wonld  ose  toraion  to  the  bleeding  Tessel;  if  from  an  orariaQ 
Teeael,  I  should  rely  opoc  ice  passed  into  the  cvl-de-sac,  as  I  did 
in  one  of  my  coses  where  there  was  rather  free  oozing  from  rup- 
tured adhesioDS,  the  patient  doing  well  afterward. 

Yandell — Should  it  become  necessary  to  cleanse  the  perito- 
neum, how  would  you  effect  it  ? 

Batt«y — Blood  ia  removed  with  facility  by  the  finger,  if  clotted, 
and  drainage  of  other  fluids  is  adequately  effected  by  tumlDg  the 
patient  upon  the  bach.  In  one  case,  where  I  cut  through  a 
hematocele  to  reach  the  ovaries,  I  broke  up  the  olot  with  my 
finger,  and  sponged  out  the  cavity  with  a  soft  sponge. 

Yandell — What  inetruments  do  you  employ? 

Battey — My  instruments  are  few  and  simple.  I  have  none  at  all 
which  are  made  for  this  operation.  Those  I  use  Att.firid,  the  old 
Sima's  speculum  before  mentioned  (I  could  not  operate  well  with 
the  usuid  form  now  employed  in  gyneecology,  but  have  operated 
several  times  with  Storer's  speculum  by  reversing  the  blade); 
second,  a  stout  volsella;  third,  a  pair  of  slender  rat-tooth  forceps; 
fourth,  a  pair  of  long  scissors;  ^fA,  a  pair  of  old-style  bullet- 
forceps.  The  operation  would  be  facilitated  by  suitable  instru- 
ments, which  I  have  in  mind,  and  hope  ere  long  to  have  in  hand 
for  use. 

Yandell — I  observe  that  you  use  curved  eeisBors  to  make  the 
incision  in  the  vaginal  waU.  Would  not  straight  scissors  be 
better? 

Battey — I  should  prefer  them  straight  in  the  blade,  but  bent 
at  an  angle  upon  the  flat,  just  back  of  the  joint 

Yandell — How  many  assistants  are  required  ? 

Battey — I  have  operated  with  three;  four  are  better,  and  five 
shorten  the  time  somewhat 

Yandell — How  long  are  you  generally  in  performing  the  op- 
eration ? 

Battey — Usually  an  hour.    I  do  not  hurry. 

Yandell — Bo  you  use  ether  or  chloroform,  and  have  you  seen 
ill  effects  from  either? 

Battey— I  use  only  ether,  as  a  rule.  Sometimes  I  employ  a 
little  chloroform  at  the  start  to  overcome  the  smothering  sensa- 
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tiou  often  caused  b;  ether.  I  have  seeD  no  ill  effects  from  either 
in  these  cases. 

Yandell — How  many  times  have  jon  operated  altogether,  and 
vith  what  results  f 

Eattey — Ten  times,  with  eight  recoveries  and  two  deaths. 

Tandell — What  was  the  cause  of  death  in  the  two  fatal  cases? 

Battej — In  the  first  fatal  case  the  patient  had  progressed 
most  favorably  to  the  ninth  day,  when  she  was  suddenly  seized 
with  agonizing  abdominal  pain  immediately  upon  raising  herself 
up  in  bed;  the  pulse  ran  rapidly  up  from  ninety  to  one  hundred 
aad  fifty,  and  the  patient  died  in  twenty-four  hoars.  Autopsy 
showed  a  small  pelvic  abcess,  which  had  contained  an  ounce  of 
very  acrid  pus,  which  had  escaped  idto  the  peritoneal  cavity, 
where  it  could  find  no  outlet,  the  drainage  from  below  having 
been  closed  by  adhesions.  The  second  death  occurred  in  IfOuis- 
viUe,  and  in  the  last  case  I  operated  on.  The  patient  bad  for 
jears  complained  of  pain  about  the  heart,  aud  had  a  very  irreg- 
nlar  pulse,  often  running  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  beats  in  the 
minate.  The  cardiac  sounds  were  found  by  myself  and  others 
to  be  quite  normal,  and  the  heart-troubles  were  believed  to  be 
merely  functional  and  sympathetic  She  bore  the  operation  well, 
and  it  was  done  with  greater  ease  and  facility  than  in  any  pre- 
vious cose.  On  the  second  day  there  was  a  sharp  attack  of  pel* 
vie  peritonitis,  which  extended  somewhat  to  the  abdominal 
peritoneum.  On  the  third  day  the  peritonitis  seemed  to  be  sub- 
siding, and  the  pulse  and  temperature  came  down  very  mach. 
Toward  noon  the  heart  showed  evident  signs  of  giving  way; 
«oon  the  pulse  disappeared  at  the  wrist,  while  the  respiraUon  re- 
mained good,  the  voice  strong,  and  the  mind  cheerful.  A  coma- 
tose condition  came  on  rapidly  in  the  afternoon,  and  death  oc- 
curred on  the  night  of  the  third  daj,  the  action  of  the  heart 
being  extremely  feehle,  while  no  pulsation  waa  to  be  be  folt  in 
axillary  aud  femoral  arteries  for  four  or  five  hours  before  death. 
Unfortunately  an  autopsy  was  peremptorily  refused. 

Yandell — If  any  of  your  other  cases  have  had  alarming  symp- 
toms, state  what  they  were. 

Battey — Of  the  other  eight  operations,  my  first  had  septice- 
mia of  a  threatening  character,  which  rapidly  subsided  under 
the  peritoneal  douche;  the  fourth  had  pelvic  peritonitis  and  pu- 
rulent discharges  for  a  time;  and  the  ninth  had  pelvic  peritonitis 
And  pelvic  Abcess,  which  discharged  through  the  vaginal  opening. 
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In  five  there  wem  do  untoward  symptom;  in  three  the  pnlse  went 
at  no  time  over  one  hnndred,  and  in  one  it  did  not  at  any  time 
exceed  ninety. 

Tandell — Have  the  ovarieB  removed  been  healthy  or  diseased  ^ 

Battey — In  my  first  case  the  ovaries  nere  supposed  at  the 
time  of  removal  to  be  healthy,  and  I  am  still  of  this  opinion , 
bnt  they  were  not  carefally  examined,  as  one  of  my  aesistantsi 
to  whom  they  were  entmsted,  negligenUy  allowed  them  to  remain, 
in  a  piece  of  doth  for  two  or  three  days  of  very  hot  Angnst 
weather,  when  they  were  so  bx  decomposed  as  to  render  any  ex- 
amination very  unsatisfactory.  Id  all  the  other  operations  the 
ovaries  removed  showed  DDmistakable  disease.  Id  the  ten  oper- 
ations I  have  removed  eight  cystic  ovaries,  the  cysts  varying  in 
size  from  that  of  an  orange  down  to  that  of  a  cherry.  The  ova- 
ries removed  from  two  cases  here  are  being  sabjected  to  micro- 
scopic examination.     The  report  I  have  not  yet  received. 

Yandell — Is  your  term  "normal  ovariotomy"  a  correct  one? 

Battey — No;  I  abandoned  that  term  some  time  ago,  bnt  have 
as  yet  do  satisfactory  substitute. 

Taodell — For  what  conditions,  in  geDeral  terms,  have  you 
done  these  operations,  and  what  have  been  the  resnlts  ? 

Battey — I  have  operated  id  widely  different  circumstances.  Id 
one  caee  the  patient  bad  aroenorrboea,  convulsions,  recurring 
hematocele,  repeated  pelvic  abscesses,  incipient  tuberculosis  from 
pulmonary  congestions,  etc.  Several  of  the  oases  passed  under 
the  head  of  ovarian  neuralgia;  several  bad  intractable  dysmen- 
orrhoea  with  pelvic  deposits  of  old  lymph;  one  had  ovarian  in- 
saDity,  etc  All  had  exhausted  the  available  resources  of  the  art 
to  no  Dsefol  purpose.  /  operate  no  cane  thai  any  other  regpecliAte 
medical  man  proposes  to  cure.  In  most  of  my  cases  the  fnll'resnlts 
of  the  menopause  have  not  yet  been  developed.  This  is  the  work 
of  many  months,  and  sometimes  two  or  three  years  are  necessary 
to  its  full  and  perfect  realization.  In  no  case  has  ike  patient 
failed  to  realize  saeh  a  degree  of  relief  and  benefit  following  the 
operation  as  to  amply  compensate  ber  for  all  the  pains  and  dangers- 
incident  thereto,  to  say  nothing  of  the  promise  of  full  and  ample 
recovery  at  the  completion  of  the  physiological  "change."  In 
two  of  my  cases  this  change  has  seemed  to  occnr  at  once  in  all  its- 
completeness;  but  it  is  always  my  expectation  that  it  will  occur 
gradually,  and  extending  through  two  or  even  three  years  to  its 
final  completion.     In  my  first  case  (now  three  years  ago)  the; 
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restoration  to  health  ia  enunently  satisfactoiy.  It  is  brae  that  she 
IB  Dot  abeolntely  aad  perfectly  well,  bnt  she  is  folly  relieved  of 
the  coQTTilsione,  the  violent  periodical  oODgestiona ,  the  bematooeles, 
the  pelvic  absceaseB,  etc,  tor  which  I  operated.  I  aiibmit  to  yoa 
the  qaestioii  in  all  Bincerity,  if  I  confine  myeelf  to  caaee  where 
life  IB  eodaogered,  or  where  health  and  happiness  are  destroyed 
— cases  which  are  ntterly  hopeless  of  other  remedy  this  side  the 
grave— ot^ht  the  profeseion  to  demand  at  my  hands  the  restora- 
tion of  these  forlorn  invalids  to  a  state  of  complete  and  absolnte 
health  in  every  particular?  It  is  oenal  for  the  patients  to  take  on 
fat  freely  in  a  few  months  after  the  operation.  For  the  results 
and  prospects  of  my  cases  in  Lonisville,  I  prefer  to  refer  yoa  to 
yoar  own  observation  of  the  patients  themselves. 

Yandell — In  three  of  the  operations  I  saw  yoa  do,  there  was 
plainly  cystio  desperation  of  Uie  ovaries.  Had  these  cysts  not 
been  removed,  wonld  they,  in  your  opinion,  have  developed  into 
ovarian  tnmors,  and  nltimately  have  required  removal  through 
the  abdominal  wall  f 

Battey — Yes,  I  think  so.  In  two  oases  I  have  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  watch  for  some  months  the  progressive  enlargement  of 
the  cysts.  In  one  case  I  removed  a  cystic  ovary,  and  had  Uie  op- 
portunity of  examining  the  other  ovary,  which  was  entirely  healthy. 
In  twelve  months  this  also  became  cyetic,  and  is  now  as  large  as 
a  small  egg,  and  will  soon  require  removal. 

Yandell — Do  yoo  think  it  good  practice  to  subject  a  patient  to 
the  hazards  of  the  operation,  and  remove  but  a  single  ovary, 
though  the  other  may  appear  to  be  healUiy  ? 

Birftey — I  do  not  now  so  think.  It  is  true  that  I  have  in  three 
ioBtancee  removed  but  one  ovary;  in  two  of  the  oases  the  other 
ovary  required  eubseqaent  removal,  and  in  the  third  case  there 
ia  now  strong  reason  to  apprehend  that  a  second  operation  may 
be  required.  The  conditions  for  which  I  operate  ore  so  grave 
that  I  should  not  esteem  the  leaving  of  one  ovary  advantageooa, 
though  it  appear  to  be  qoite  healthy.  Besides,  our  means  of 
diagnosis  in  these  cases  are  so  imperfect,  and  tile  maladies  so  in- 
tractable, tioA,  in  order  as  far  as  may  be  to  insure  the  cure,  I  de- 
sire to  avail  myself  of  the  great  alterative  changes  which  attend 
apon  the  menopaaae> 

McdeUan — What  has  bem  the  effect  of  the  operation  upon 
the  nenatrual  function  f 

Battey — ^I  have  seen  nothing  like  proper  menatroation  after 
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the  operatiaD.    I  do  not  oore  at  preHot  to  disooM  thie  bnneb  of 
the  mbjeot,  w  I  purpose  to  oooaider  it  fnll;  at  a  fature  time. 

MoCleUan — What  has  been  the  effect,  if  anj,  apom  the  sezaal 
desire? 

Battey — In  m;  married  oases,  wrtboat  exoeption,  it  haa  re- 
mained wholly  nnimpaired.  In  one  anmarried  \mAj  I  am  assured 
that  rtie  is  "  conscious  of  no  ohange  in  ber  feelings  in  any  respect " 
eince  the  (^>eration. 

HoOlellan — Have  yon  obsorved  the  occarrenoe  of  any  symp- 
toms indicating  that  any  subject  of  this  operation  bad  been  ungexed 
by  its  performance  ? 

Battey — None  whatever.  In  my  oases  tbas  far  I  am  of  opiaioD 
that  the  patients  npon  whom  I  have  operated  baye,  without  ex- 
oeption, !o»l  nothing  whateoer  by  the  operation.  The  married  women 
■were  alt  hopelessly  barren ;  and  the  single  were  presumably  barren, 
because  married  women  in  similar  ciroamstanoea,  and  wiUi  similar 
oi^anic  and  functional  lesions,  are  inconteatibly  barren.  There 
is  no  loss  whatever  aside  from  barrenneaa. 

UoClellan — Dr.  Matthews  Danoan,  in  his  address  before  the 
obstetric  sectiim  of  the  British  Uedioal  Assodation,  refers  to  this 
operation  "as  having  been  jnatifled  by  the  belief  that  the  removal 
of  the  ovaries  is  the  annihilation  of  all  or  some  of  the  sexual  ac- 
tivitiee,"  and  applies  to  it  the  term  "  spaying."  Have  you  pub- 
Jished  any  statements  that  would  justify  such  representatioD,  or 
does  it  arise  from  a  misoonoeptuon  of  the  objects  for  which  the 
operation  is  proposed  ? 

Battey — Dr.  Duncan  seems  to  greatly  misconceive  both  my 
objects  and  my  results.  This  is  not  peculiar,  however,  to  Dr. 
Doncao;  for,  I  regret  to  say,  I  find  very  few  medical  writers  or 
medical  men  who  do  folly  and  rightly  apprehend  me.  I  hope  that 
the  observation  of  my  work  and  its  results  by  others  will  soon 
correct  this.  The  term  "  spaying,"  as  generally  understood  in  the 
lower  animids,  is  very  inappropriate  to  Uie  artificial  menopause 
which  is  effected  in  women  by  my  operation. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  Dr.  Battey  has  per- 
formed bis  operation  in  ttiis  oity  six  times  in  the  persons  of  _fioe 
individuals.  Although  a  enffieient  time  has  not  elapsed  to  develop 
fully  ^e  results  which  it  is  hoped  are  to  ba  obtained,  we  present 
the  following  summary  of  these  cases: 

Cask  L — Mrs.  S.,  twenty-four  years  of  age,  married  two  years, 
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tint  has  never  been  pregnant,  had  soffered  eeverel;  from  dysmen- 
orrhoBa,  and  einoe  her  marriage  from  intenge  ovarian  pain  and  all 
the  eeqaeln  of  ovarian  disease.  The  meustraal  periods  were 
prolonged,  and  each  occnrrenoe  added  to  the  intenaitjr  of  the 
f^rmptoms.  The  patient  presented  extreme  emaciation,  great 
nerrons  proetratlon,  with  ineonmia  and  oocoyodjnia.  Operation 
peformed  Utay,  1876;  left  ovary  alone  removed.  Dr.  Leaohman, 
in  whose  professional  charge  this  case  occurred,  states  that  there 
has  been  a  decided  improvem«it  in  the  general  condition  of  the 
patient  since  the  operation.  The  meDStrual  fanction  has  been 
regularly  performed,  attended  with  bnt  little  pain  and  do  pro- 
longation of  the  period.  The  patient  is  urgent  in  her  demands 
^or  the  removal  of  -tiie  remaining  ovary. 

Case  n. — Mrs.  Q.,  about  thirty-five  years  of  age,  married  for 
■sixteen  years,  never  pregnant,  has  Buffered  from  dypmenorrhcea 
«nd  intense  ovarian  pain  throughout  her  entire  menstrual  life, 
also  from  persistent  ooocyodynia.  Operation  performed  May, 
1876;  right  ovary  only  removed.  Dr.  Edward  Richardson,  her 
medical  attendant,  states  that  for  some  weeks  subsequent  to  the 
operation  there  was  a  total  subsidenoe  of  all  pelvic  discomfort, 
with  the  exception  of  the  ooocyodynia.  (This  ease  will  be  again 
referred  to  as  Case  V. ) 

Oasb  III. — Ifiss  McD.,  aged  twenty-four  years,  has  suffered 
intensely  from  dysmenorrh<8a  daring  the  entire  menstrual  life; 
acute  ovarian  disorder,  coccyodyuia,  vioarions  menstruation  from 
twwels,  lungs,  and  skill.  Operation  performed  August,  1875; 
Jimth  ovaries  removed.  I>r.  Leacbman,  the  medical  attendant, 
reports  an  entire  subsidence  of  all  uncomfortable  ^mptoms. 
The  patient  has  not  menetmated  since  the  operation,  although 
'the  menstrual  molimen  has  be^i  upon  one  occasion  well  marked. 

Cask  IV. — Urs.  H.,  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  married  twelve 
years.  The  first  pregnancy  ocoorred  a  few  months  after  marriage. 
Had  puerperal  peritonitis,  cellulitis,  metritis,  all  of  which  became 
■chronic;  and  during  the  next  few  years  had  several  pelvic  ab- 
scesses,  and  was  left  with  intense  uterine  hyperplasia.  Within 
the  past  three  years  has  been  pregnant  three  times,  bnt  in  each 
instance  aborted  at  the  fifth  or  sixth  week.  Each  abortion  was 
ioUowed  by  acute  ceUuUtis.  Each  menstruation  was  followed  by 
■an  aggravation  of  all  the  symptoms.  Oparaiion  performed  Sep- 
tember, 187&I  in  tlie  hope  of  arrestiug  the  menstrual  fanction. 
A  hematocele  was  evacuated,  and  hoik  ovaries  were  removed. 
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Dr.  E.  D.  Foree,  in  whose  profeanoual  oare  this  Ud;  had  beca 
for  Beverftl  years,  states  that  as  yet  snfBoieitt  time  has  not  elapsed 
to  determine  the  lesalts  of  the  operation,  the  patient  having 
passed  through  an  attack  of  peritonitiB,  the  formation  of  a  Beiies 
of  pelvic  abscesses,  and  several  attacks  of  malarial  fever.  She  is 
DOW  considered  as  convalescent  from  the  operation,  and  the  most 
favorable  results  are  anticipated. 

Case  V. — Mrs.  Q.,  before  noted  as  Case  IE,  The  previous 
operation  having  biled  to  afibrd  oomplete  relief  from  the  un- 
pleasant pelvic  symptoms,  in  September,  1876,  the  l^  ovary  was 
removed.  The  patient  recovered  from  the  operation  without  any 
unpleasant  eymptoma    The  coocyodjrnia  is,  however,  persistent. 

Case  VL — Miss  M.,  aged  twenty-nine  years.  This  case  is  folly 
noted  in  the  preoeeding  remarks  of  Dr.  Battey. 

It  seems  proper  that  this  paper  should  be  dosed  with  an  ez- 
presEdon  of  the  impressions  mode  upon  us  by  the  operations  that 
were  witnessed  in  this  city,  and  this  may  best  be  accomplished  by 
a  cursory  desoription. 

Having  been  fully  etherized,  the  patient  was  placed  upon  the 
table  in  tbe  postnre  of  Sims;  the  perinenm  was  retracted  by  a 
speculum;  the  cervix  uteri  waa  grasped  with  a  voloella,  and  tbe 
uteros  drawn  firmly  downward;  with  scissors  an  incision  was 
made  through  the  walls  of  ttie  vaginal  cid-de-mc,  in  the  line  of 
the  fornix  voginte.  The  slight  hemorrhage  which  resulted  waa 
arrested  by  tbe  application  of  cold  sponges.  The  peritoneum  waa 
grasped,  nicked,  and  opened  to  the  length  of  the  orignol  incision ; 
the  forefinger  was  passed  into  tbe  cul-de-Mc;  the  broad  ligaments 
and  fallopian  tubes  were  examined;  the  position  of  Uie  ovaries 
was  determined,  and  one  was  drawn  as  closely  as  possible  to  the 
incision,  when  it  was  grasped  by  forceps  and  drawn  through  the 
opening  into  the  vagina  for  examination.  A  stout  ligature  was 
passed  aionnd  the  gland  to  serve  as  a  guide  in  the  application  of 
the  ecnueur,  (be  chain  of  which  was  slowly  tightened,  until  after 
the  lapse  of  ten  or  twelve  minntes  the  attachments  were  severed 
and  the  gland  removed.  The  same  procedure  was  practiced  upon 
the  other  ovary;  the  wonnd  waa  sponged  out,  the  vagina  cleansed, 
and  the  patient  placed  in  bed  after  an  almost  bloodless  operation. 

To  witeess  on  (^wration  upon  a  typical  case,  or  to  read  a  de- 
Bcription  thereof,  is  to  become  impreined  with  its  simplicity  and 
the  facility  with  which  it  is  aooomptished.    Any  tyro  may  pufaru 
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the  initiatorj  steps,  bat  it  reqnirM  a  profoand  gyneoologist  to 
complete  the  operation.  It  demaads  that  the  regional  anatomy 
be  impressed  apoo  the  brain  of  the  operator.  It  demande  a» 
educated  finger,  by  which  the  least  deviatioa  from  the  normality 
may  be  at  once  determined. 

In  Case  I,  performed  in  the  presence  of  Gross,  Sims,  and 
Sayre,  the  operator  hesitated  in  determining  the  exact  location 
of  the  ovary,  so  altered  hy  disease  and  sorroanded  by  adhaaionS' 
was  it;  and  before  the  final  steps  of  the  operation  were  attempted 
the  experienced  dia^ostio  powers  of  Sims  were  called  into  play. 
In  this  case  it  was  foond  to  be  impracticable  to  excise  the  ovary; 
it  was  crashed  and  scraped  ont 

In  Case  II  the  ovary  was  foand  so  altered  by  disease  as  scarcely 
to  be  recognized. 

Case  ni  was  pnrely  typical  of  the  operation.  The  ovaries 
were  readily  secored  and  removed  in  the  most  brilliant  and  sac- 
cessf al  manner. 

In  Case  IV  the  incision  through  the  vaginal  wall  opened  a 
considerable  hematocele,  and  in  tbe  management  of  the  operation 
all  the  nerve  and  dexterity  of  the  surgeon  were  demanded,  and 
it  is  but  jnat  to  state  that  the  demand  was  most  fully  and  ably  met.. 
In  this  case  the  organs  were  diseased  almost  beyond  recognition, 
and  were  firmly  boand  down  by  adhesion. 

Case  T  was  for  the  removal  of  the  remaining  ovary  of  the 
case  reported  as  the  second  of  the  series,  when  all  the  difficnlties- 
of  tbe  first  operation  were  met 

Case  VI  was  typical  and  the  counterpart  of  Case  IIL 

Thos  it  is  seen  that  in  the  series  of  six  cases  operated  upon  in 
this  city  by  Dr.  Battey  bnt  two  were,  it  might  b«  aaid,  simple 
operations.  The  remaining  four  demanded  all  tbe  knowledge, 
nerve,  and  dexterity  of  the  sni^eon  to  bring  them  to  a  snocessful 
completion.  Of  these  six  cases  one  was  fatal;  bnt  that  case  was- 
not  among  the  number  presenting  oomplications,  bnt  was  the  one 
performed  with  the  greatest  ease  to  the  operator,  and  the  one- 
whicb  seemed  to  promise  tiie  beat  reeolts. 

As  to  the  merits  of  the  operation,  as  to  whether  it  will  acoom- 
pliah  all  that  its  bold  originator  claims,  we  are  onwilling  at  thia 
time  to  commit  oarselvee  by  any  expression  of  opinion.  We  folly 
coinddfl  with  Thomas,  who  writes,  "  His  too  xfoung  aa  yet  to  be  de- 
cided upon,  and  is  unqueation^y  a  prooedum  uAicA  may  be  ffreatly 
eimted." 


Do,l,.cdbyCoOJ^IC 


•492  ATLAyTA  MEDICAL  ASD  HURatCAL  JOURSAL. 

As  reiiards  this  operatioD  »  miacoDoeption  bos  oooarred. 
Normal  ooariotomy,  not  vagimd  OTuiotom;,  is  olAimed  as  original 
b;  Dr.  Batte;.  Upon  page  737  of  the  fonrth  oditioa  of  Thomas 
IB  a  letter  from  Dr.  Battej  detailing  his  esperienoe  in  the  opera- 
tion  of  vaginal  oTariotomy,  which  originated  with  Thomas;  but 
npon  page  723  of  the  same  edition  Thomas  fall;  establishes  Dr. 
Battel's  claim  to  precedence  tn  the  extirpatum  (^  Ute  ovaries  for 
'ihie  immediale  accomplwhment  of  the  tnenopauM. 

Normal  ooariotomy  has  become  a  misnomer,  as  demonstrated 
in  the  series  of  LooisTille  cases.  A  designation  of  the  operation 
is  demanded  by  its  growth.  Sims  soggested  that  it  be  christened 
'*'  Battejize."    We  look  to  the  author  to  name  bia  offspring. 

It  is  proposed  at  a  future  da;  to  present  again  the  subject  of 
this  operation  to  our  readers,  but  it  will  be  deferred  until  such 
time  as  the  results  of  the  operation  upon  the  four  ladies  now 
resident  in  this  city  may  definitely  be  determined. — American 
~PractHioner. 

Mebsbb.  Ei>iTORa:  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  accompanying 
article,  recently  communicated  by  myself  to  a  secular  paper,  over 
the  signature  of  "  Medicua,"  might  be  of  some  interest  to  your 
^readers,  and  if  you  think  so,  please  publish. 
Yours,  etc, 

J.  P.  LooAK,  M.D. 

Tbb  Cumati  or  Florida. — lo  respoDse  to  your  request  that 
I  should  give  yon  a  short  communication,  for  the  columns  of 
your  paper,  in  regard  to  the  climate  of  Florida,  I  would  state 
Tery  briefly  my  opinion  of  its  adTsutages  as  a  home  for  the  iDva* 
lid.  Ttie  question  of  a  winter  climate,  or,  as  it  is  called  profes- 
sionally, a  "winter  cure"  for  delioate  persona,  and  especially 
those  who  are  laboring  under  dieases  of  the  chest,  or  who  have 
a  procUyity  thereto,  has  occupied  my  attention  for  a  considerable 
timo,  and  after  as  careful  a  review  of  the  whole  subject  as  I  have 
hbeen  able  to  make,  I  would  state,  that  in  my  judgment  there  is 
DO  section  of  this  continent  at  all  comparable  to  East  Florida, 
-especially  on  the  head  waters  of  the  St.  John's  river,  for  a  winter 
residence  in  an  equable  and  genial  climate.  I  have  no  besitatioD 
in  asserting  that  no  cold  climate  (notwithstanding  the  idea  which 
>haa  prevailed  at  the  North  with  some  profeaasional  men  in  regard 
-to  the  invigorating  iofluenoes  of  the  climate  of  Uinnesola  upon 
■ooasDmptives)  can  be  favorable  for  the  prevention  and  core  of 
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long  diseases.  Th«  yarioiiB  reasons  irhich  mig'ht  be  adduced, 
independflnt  of  the  aotnol  facte  of  experienoe  in  a  striotly  profee- 
sional  paper,  would  not  be  appropriate  to  yoar  oolomns,  and  I. 
would,  tberefore,  state  only  two  radical  objectiooa  to  all  cold  cli- 
mates for  delicate  persons  in  winter.  I.  It  is  abaolntely  esBcn-- 
tial  to  the  consomptive  invalid  that  be  should  be  able  to  spend 
the  greater  part  of  his  time  in  the  open  air,  and  this  can  not  be- 
done  in  any  cold  climate  without  the  greatest  diKomfort,  the 
mere  sensations  and  enjoyment  of  the  individual  having  a  mate- 
rial bearing  upon  the  health  of  the  invalid.  2.  To  be  able  to  ex- 
pose himself  at  all  in  a  cold  climate  he  must  bo  bnrden  himself 
with  clothing  and  wrappings,  to  prevent  the  aggravation  of  his 
symptoms  from  the  effects  of  cold,  as  to  inflict  a  most  serious  in- 
jury upon  his  vital  forces  in  ways  well  understood,  viz:  burden- 
ing his  body  by  the  constant  carrying  of  excessive  heavy  clothing, 
and  rendering  himself  much  more  liable  to  the  effects  of  acute 
catarrh  from  the  absolute  necessity  of  constant  changes  in  cloth- 
ing, arising  from  the  great  difference  in  the  temperature  between 
the  low  out  door  temperature  and  the  high  indoor  temperature, 
indispensable  to  the  most  ordinary  comfort  when  not  actively  ex- 
ercising. But  I  had  no  design  whatever  of  disonssing  a  subject 
that  opens  a  fleld  not  designed  in  your  request,  and  better  suited 
to  the  pages  of  a  medical  journal.  A  late  writer  observes:  "Flor^ 
Ida,  the  southermost  State  of  the  Union,  has  a  history  and  char- 
acteristics peculiar  to  herself,  and  distinctive  features  from  the 
other  Southern  States,  though  an  interest  in  common  with  all. 
Though  the  first  portion  of  the  United  States  occupied  by  Euro- 
peans, she  is  yet  a  comparative  wilderness,  and,  though  her  event- 
ful hi:.tory  has  been  written  in  Latin,  French,  Spanish,  and  Eng- 
glish,  and  pamphlets  and  papers  innumerable  have  been  publisbed 
in  relation  to  her,  yet  to  tbe  world  she  is  a  romance,  and  prac- 
tically an  unknown  province  just  entering  upon  a  new  career  of 
development  and  progress."  And  in  no  particular  is  this  more 
strikingly  true  thou  in  regard  to  its  climatic  peculiarities  and 
advantages,  which  become  immensely  enhanced  in  value  by  the 
most  extraordinary  and  interesting  scene  now  presented  in  the- 
resettlement  of  the  State  by  people,  from  not  only  every  section 
of  this  continent,  but  from  many  parts  of  the  CHd  World.  Even 
theinvolid,  laboring  under  the  apprehension  of  soon  becoming 
a  victim  to  that  fell  destroyer,  consnn^tion,  is  encouraged  ta 
make  an  effort  for  a  new  lease  of  life  where  all  around  bim  is  so. 
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mvitiag.  There  is  ecarooly  a  day  that  be  osnnot  spend  in  the 
open  air,  and  if  an  aotnal  settler  spend  his  time  in  the  light  uid 
interesting  work  connected  with  its  semi-tropioal  fruit  caltnre, 
and  if  a  visitor  with  leisure  at  oommand,  the  innomerable  lakes 
affording  the  most  attractire  and  pei-feotlj  safe  opportimities  for 
pleasnre-boatiag,  and  aboanding  with  a  great  variety  of  fish,  and 
the  f<n«st  filled  with  game,  light  the  fires  of  life  anew,  and  give 
him  a  better  opportunity  of  regaining  his  health  than  can  prob- 
ably be  found  etaewbere  in  the  world.  From  tuy  personal  obser- 
vations  in  Florida,  strictly  in  r^ard  to  climatic  advaDtages,  I 
would  reoommend,  as  already  stated,  the  section  embracing,  in 
general  terms,  the  region  bordering  upon  the  headwaters  of  the 
■St.  John's,  which  also  affords  one  of  the  best  (if  not  the  best) 
sections  for  the  growth  of  senti-tropical  fruit — an  important  item, 
at  least  to  the  invalid  nettier,  and  of  no  small  consideration  even 
to  the  mere  mmtor.  To  enlarge  the  area  to  somewhat  greater 
limits,  I  would  state  that  in  my  judgment  the  counties  of  Marion, 
Sampter,  Volusia  and  Orange  afford  probably  the  greatest  cU- 
matio  advantages  for  the  winter,  and  of  these  I  would  select  the 
county  of  Orange  as  superior  to  every  other  section  of  the  State, 
lying,  as  it  does,  some  thirty  miles  from  the  A.tlantic  ocean,  and 
thus,  while  enjoying  the  benefit  of  its  delightful  breezes,  at  the 
.same  time  being  so  remote  as  to  eao^M  the  force  of  its  storms, 
and,  upon  the  other  hand,  being  protected  from  the  harsh  vrinds 
-of  the  northwest,  and  of  the  gulf  by  a  distance  of  some  sixty 
miles  from  the  latter,  and  of  some  five  hundred  miles  to  the  first 
mountain  in  the  direction  of  the  former.  In  conclusion  of  this 
hasty  and  desottoTy  reply  to  your  request,  I  would  eay  that  Uiere 
are  indications,  of  a  decided  character  that  Florida,  and  especi- 
ally the  portions  indicated,  beside  continuing  to  be  the  perma- 
nent winter  resoi-t  for  all  persons  upon  this  continent  desiring  a 
mild  and  genial  cUmate,  either  for  health  or  pleasure,  will  also 
become  one  one  of  the  most  attractive  winter  resorts  for  the  en- 
tire world.  MsDioua. 

On  the  Use  of  Chlobai.  Hyvbatb.— ^Dr.  O.  Leonardi  {Liguria 
.Med.)  observes  that,  notwithstanding  the  value  of  the  remedy,  it 
cannot  be  denied  tiiat  it  is  often  misappUed.  In  London  4,400 
pounds  are  consumed  annually.  The  insufficient  xesults  hitherto 
observed  are  not  attributable  to  the  remedy,  but  to  the  careless- 
ness  of  physicians,   who,   witboat  properly  understanding  its 
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pbynologioal,  therapeatical,  and  toxioolc^ical  effects,  administer 
it  without  dietinotioa  in  the  most  different  diseases.  As  yet  the 
indications  and  contraindioatioas  for  its  employment  hare  not 
)>een  clearly  set  forth.  Chloral  hydrate  acta,  first,  as  an  excitant; 
secondly,  as  an  aniesthetic,  eHpecially  on  the  cerebral  centres. 
Its  action,  nsaally  rapid,  depends  on  its  more  or  leas  good  quality 
and  on  tJie  varying  individualities.  It  can  be  given  «tfaer  by  the 
moath  or  rectum;  in  the  former  case,  mixed  with  syrnp,  in  tea- 
spoonful  doaes,  or  with  water  when  given  in  the  form  of  enema. 
The  administration  of  chloral  as  an  hypnotic  is  called  for  in  all 
-conditions  which  reqnire  the  beneficial  effects  of  recuperating 
steep.  It  is  oontraiudicated  in  cardiac  debility  with  valvular 
lesions;  in  disorganizations  in  the  macona  membrane  of  Uie  di- 
gestive organs;  in  advanced  diseases  of  tbe  respiratory  organs, 
etc.  Tbe  mediom  doae  varies  between  30  and  75  grains.  When 
given  beyond  120  grains  it  acts  like  a  deadly  poison.  It  is  an  in- 
dispensable remedy  in  the  hands  of  tbe  intelligent  physician,  but 
may  become  a  dangerous  poiaon  in  those  of  the  inexperienced, 
snperficial  practitioner. — Mud.-chir,  CenlraiblaU. — Neio  YorkMedi- 
cai  Journal.  B.  F. 

TBB&TiuarT  OF  Cebebiui,  BflEuit&Tiau  wi  Htdbate  of  Cbu>bal — 
New  Method.  (From  report  of  Academy  of  Sciences.)— M. 
Bonchnt  communicated  tbe  following  note: 

Tbe  displacement  of  acute  articular  rhenmatiem  and  its  transfer 
to  the  membranes  of  tbe  brain,  called  cerebral  rheumatism  or 
rheumatismal  meningitta,  is  always  attended  with  great  danger. 

Patholc^ical  anatomy  and  ophthalmoscopy  prove  that  this 
complication  of  acute  articular  rheumatism  is  a  form  of  menin- 
^tie.  Examination  of  the  membranes  of  the  brane  reveals  a  con- 
siderable venona  ataais,  with  an  opaline  infiltration  of  the  pia 
mater — caused  by  numerous  lucocytes. 

Tbe  ophthalmoscope,  that  permits  us  to  follow  in  the  fundus 
of  the  eye  the  development  of  the  alterations  going  on  in  the 
cer^ral  substance  Mid  in  the  meninges,  shows  a  serious  infiltra- 
tion of  the  papilla  and  of  the  adjoining  portion  of  the  retina, 
with  dilatation  of  the  retinal  veins,  which  represent  the  sinular 
alterations  of  the  pia  mater  and  of  the  brain. 

The  rhenmatiBm  of  the  brain  manifests  itself  by  delirium, 
more  or  less  violent,  terminating  in  coma  and  in  asphyxia,  often 
£o  rapid  as  to  caose  death  ui  several  hours. 
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Id  three  oases  of  tbia  nature  the  patdenta  were  cared  h;  the- 
hydrate  of  chloral  taken  hy  the  moatji,  in  quantity  of  three  to  iix 
grammes,  in  one  or  two  doses,  cuke  rapidly  following  the  other,  so 
as  to  quickly  calm  the  agitation  under  which  saoh  patients  labor. 
— Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Obteruer. 

MzHBBANOUS  Ckocf  :  Showiho  tri  Eitigienci  of  Medicuai. 
AoEKTS  Both  in  thb  Cubb  add  Askbbt  or  tek  Mauldt. — By  J.  J. 
Maguigan,  M.D. —  ...  I  next  tried  a  hand-ball  atomvcer,  the 
kind  used  for  perfuming  handkerchiefs,  and,  fiUing  it  with  lime- 
water,  I  pUyed  a  beantifol  spray  into  the  fauces  and  larynx  for  at 
least  five  minutes.  For  the  first  time  my  efforts  seemed  to  have 
met  with  a  favorable  response.  In  an  easy  manner  this  instru- 
ment accomplished  the  conjoint  objects  sought  to  be  attained  by 
the  other  two  methods,  viz :  the  application  to  the  larynx  of 
moisture  and  snbstanoe  capable  of  acting  chemically  upon  the 
membrane  and  dissolving  it  The  Ume-water,  which  was  the- 
offioinal  solution,  was  used  cold.  The  epray  was  employed  half- 
hourly  for  the  next  twelve  hours,  and  then  hourly  until  conva- 
lescence was  declared.  The  relief  which  it  afforded,  as  indicated 
by  the  diminished  dyspnoea,  was  always  prompt  and  decided, 
particularly  after  the  first  few  applications,  when  the  membrane 
began  to  evince  signs  uf  rapid  disintegration.  The  cough  became 
less  sonorous  and  more  moist,  and  the  expectoration  free,  the 
bawked-up  matter  being  swallowed  almost  invariably.  On  the 
morning  of  the  fifth  day  the  larynx  was  entirely  free.  Bt^pira- 
tion  was  entirely  unimpeded,  yet  rough  and  crT>upal ;  the  voice 
also  remained  husky,  and  a  constant,  short,  laryi^eal  cough  tor- 
tured bim  for  the  nest  twenty-four  hours,  for  the  relief  of  which  a 
mixture  of  hydrate  of  chloral,  tinct  opii,  and  ipecac  was  given. 
A  simple  catarrhal  cough  remained  for  two  weeks  or  more. 

So  much  with  regard  to  thn  meuibrane,  the  expulsion  of  which 
may  be  considered  the  fine,  qua  non  to  recovery ;  bat  scarcely  less 
inimical  to  the  life  of  the  patient  in  this  case  was  the  superadded 
spasm.  This  element,  though  it  played  a  subordinate  rede,  would 
have  determined  the  death  ef  the  patient  bat  for  the  energetic 
manner  in  which  its  influence  was  combated  by  emetic^s  and 
uaaseants.  By  it  all  the  frightful  paroxysms  of  dyspnoea  were 
superinduced.  The  most  violent  of  these  paroxysms,  as  well  as 
a  general  exacerbation  of  the  disease,  invariably  oceurrfKl  at  niglit 
on  the  second,  third,  fourth,  and  even  the  fifth  wgfat,  the  attack 
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'  setting  in  at  nigbtfall  and  aabsidiug  at  dawn  of  daj.    This  noc-  |' 
tarnal  exacerbation  and  the  prominence  of  the  apasniodic  element 
arelno  phenomena  in  the  clinical  history  of  this  affection  which 
have  been  fully  portrayed  by  Jenner.     .... 

Lime-water  is  an  active  chemical  solvent  of  psendo-membrane. 
"We  have  frequently  foand,"  say  Meigs  and  Pepper  in  their 
magnificent  treatise  on  BiseaseB  of  Children,  "  when  fragments 
of  firm  white  esadation  have  been  placed  in  lime-wat«r  at  a  tem- 
perature even  low*^r  than  that  of  the  bnccal  cavity,  that  the  ex- 
terior began  in  a  very  short  time  (half  an  hour)  to  undergo  dis- 
integration, and  that  the  whole  fragment  was  reduced  in  a  few 
lioiirs  to  a  granular  pntrilage."  Oertel,  describing  the  same  pro- 
cess upon  the  toughest  and  most  solid  membranes  he  could  find, 
sajs :  "  After  the  lapse  of  not  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes,  particles  of  greater  or  less  size  gradually  separated  from 
the  membranes,  and  after  from  thirty  to  forty-five  minutes  tbej 
are  completely  broken  down,  and,  with  a  slight  agitation  of  the 
test-tnbe,  diasolvetl  into  a  turbid,  flocculent  fluid. " — Philadelphia 
Medical  Times. 

Cboup  and  Diphthebia. — The  eminent  surgeon,  M.  James 
Spence,  has  the  following  remarks  in  a  recent  address: 

In  speaking  of  operations  in  croup,  I  have  used  the  terms 
simple  and  diphtheritic  croup;  and  I  have  done  so  advisedly,  be- 
cause, whilst  the  average  results  of  my  operations  have  been  as 
good  in  the  one  disease  as  in  the  other,  I  consider  them  as  essen- 
tially difi'erent  diseases,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  an  extended 
experience  would  give  the  same  amonnt  of  success  in  diphthe- 
ritic as  in  simple  cronp.  It  has  been  with  no  small  amazement  I 
have  read  some  of  the  views  recently  propagated,  that  croup  and 
diphtheritic  croup  are  identical,  I  can  hardly  conceive  two  dis- 
eases more  different,  whether  we  consider  them  in  their  causa- 
tion, symptoms,  or  sequl».  In  one  feature,  doubtless,  there  is 
similarity,  because  when,  in  diphtheria,  the  air-paasagea  become 
affected,  the  presence  of  the  membrane  exuded  necessarily  gives 
rise  to  the  same  physical  aymptoms  as  to  sound  of  voice,  breath- 
ing, and  asphyxiating  paroxysma,  as  the  false  membrane  in  aim- 
pie  croup  does.  But  in  diphtheria  the  exodations  in  the  larynx 
or  elsewhere  are  local  expression  of  a  special  blood -disease, 
which  may,  and  often  does,  destroy  life  without  affecting  the  air- 
paasagea  at  all,  whereas,  in  simple  croup,  the  false  membrane  is 
Vo.Xni.-Ko.  8.-31.  „,,„„C00glc 
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the  reaolt  of  a  local  iDflammation.  The  eanse  or  circamataDceB 
in  which  the  two  disaaBes  originate  are,  according  to  my  espe- 
rience,  rer;  different.  Ordinary  croup  almost  invariably  arises 
from  exposure  to  cold,  or  ocoaeionally  from  some  aoaree  of  local 
irritation,  leading  directly  to  inflMnmation  of  the  month,  as  den- 
tition. Xt  is  most  frequent  daring  cold  moist  weather,  and  spe- 
cially dnriog  the  prevalence  of  eaaterly  or  northeasterly  winds. 
The  late  Professor  Alison  nsed  to  say  that,  according  to  his  ob- 
serratioQ  amongst  the  poorer  claesea,  the  affection  most  frequently 
occnrred  between  Saturday  night  and  Monday  morning;  and  he 
attributed  this  to  the  custom  of  washing  the  floors  of  the  rooms 
on  the  Saturday  night,  after  the  children  were  in  bed.  Diphthe- 
ria, on  the  other  hand,  prevails  at  all  seasons  and  during  all 
kinds  of  weather,  sometimes  as  an  epidemic,  and  then  generally 
coincident  with  scarlet  fever,  but  always  more  or  less  connected 
with,  or  influenced  by,  the  effects  of  sewage  emanations  or  im- 
perfect drainage.  Hence  we  meet  with  it  more  frequently 
amongst  the  better  classes,  and  in  houses  with  modem  sccommo- 
datioDS,  such  as  fixed  wash-basins  and  water  closet  aocommoda- 
tions  in  immediate  connection  with  nurseries  or  bedrooms. 

Diphtheria  is  undoubtedly  infectious,  both  by  direct  contact 
of  the  sputa  with  a  healthy  mucous  surface,  as  has  been  too  of- 
ten proved  by  members  of  our  profession  and  by  mothers,  or  by 
emanations  from  the  affected  person,  as  evidenced  by  the  manner 
in  which  it  spreads  in  a  family.  Simple  croup,  as  I  have  been 
aconstomed  to  see  it,  has  no  such  contagious  or  infections  charac- 
ter. In  dispensary  practice,  I  have  frequently  seen  a  child  af- 
fected with  croup  lying  in  a  confined  room  amongst  other  chil- 
dren; bat  I  never  knew  the  disease  to  spread  as  diphtheria  does. 
The  peculiar  nervous  affection,  the  paralysis,  which  follows  diph- 
theria, has  counterpart  in  ordinary  croup;  nor,  in  cases  of  sim- 
ple croup,  were  we  accustomed  see  the  white  leatherly  pedicle 
on  the  tonsils  or  fauces,  though  it  was  a  very  common  disease  in 
Edinburgh  and  its  vicinity.  I  know  that  in  France  the  fauces 
were  always  examined,  and  that  false  membranes  or  pedicles 
were  considered  symptomatic  of  croup;  but  that  only  leads  me 
to  believe  that  the  disease  in  France  was  always  a  different  type — 
diphtheritic,  in  fact. — The  Medical  and  Surgical  Beporter. 

Ok  Meat  and  Mile. — The  Doctor  says:  M.  Leven,  who  has  in- 
vestigated, with  much  patience,  various  problems  involved  in  the 
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digestion  of  food,  has  drawn  from  hia  eTperimenta  some  practical 
-oonclaaions  which  deserve  the  attetttion  of  all  practitioners.  He 
says  that,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  digestibility  of  food,  ne  mast 
find  ont  not  only  what  is  its  aptitade  to  nndergo  the  action  of 
the  digestive  jnioes,  but  also  what  effect  the  food  prodncea  on  the 
mucoos  membrane. 

We  most  know  in  what  part  of  the  digestive  tnbe  the  food  is 
elaborated,  whether  in  the  stomach  or  in  the  intestine.  Thas, 
meat  stays  a  long  time  in  the  stomach,  and  milk  a  very  short  time. 
'So  that,  if  we  have  to  treat  an  ulcer  in  the  stomach,  we  can  easily 
understand  how  important  it  is  not  to  give  meat,  which  excites 
the  contraction  of  the  moscolar  fibres  of  the  stomach,  and  the 
-circnlaUon  of  the  macons  membrane,  in  order  to  avoid  returns  of 


Milk,  on  the  contrary,  will  be  preferred;  it  is  an  inert  sub- 
stance, which  leaves  the  stomach  to  repose,  and  glides  sofUy 
through  the  pylorus  without  any  effort  of  the  organ.  It  has  been 
said,  in  such  cases,  that  milk  is  more  digestible  thou  meat;  bat 
are  we  anthorized  to  make  this  statement?  No  one  has  meoanred 
the  time  necessary  for  milk  to  pass  into  the  oircalation.  How 
many  hoars  does  it  take  to  emnlsionize  fat,  and  to  render  caseiue 
■absorbable  f  Does  milk  pass  into  the  blood  quicker  than  meat  ? 
That  improbable;  bnt  we  oannot,  and  ought  not,  to  establish  any 
comparison  between  the  digestibility  of  these  two  sabstancee. 
Jt  does  not  take  place  on  the  same  spot,  and  we  have  to  do  with 
perfectly  different  aabstanoes,  between  which  we  ought  to  make 
no  comparison.  Milk,  we  have  said,  leaves  the  stomach  at  rest; 
meat,  on  the  contrary,  keeps  it  in  a  necessary  condition  of  excite- 
ment, whioh  is  asefol  with  regard  to  digestion  in  general  If  we 
prolong  feeding  on  milk  diet,  we  bring  on  a  condition  of  weakness 
and  apathy  of  the  stomach,  and  it  will  easUy  be  deranged  by  the 
slightest  dUDge  of  diet 

Meat,  on  the  contrary,  keeps  up  Uie  activity  of  the  stomach, 
-comforts  it,  and  in  a  general  way  facilitates  the  digestion.  It  is 
thus  that,  withoat  considering  substances  with  respect  to  their 
digestibility,  it  is  important  to  know  in  what  conditions  their  di- 
gestion takes  place,  in  order  that  we  may  lay  down  the  indica- 
tions  for  hygiene  and  clinical  practice. — Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 

On  Autheluntics. — The  Lancet  says,  some  inveHtigations  have 
recently  been  mode  by  M.  Heckel  into  the  active  part  of  the 
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pompkin  seeds.  These  seeds  have  been  much  used,  of  late,  for 
the  expulaion  of  the  tapeworm,  for  which  purpose  they  were  em- 
ployed in  the  eurly  part  of  the  last  ceutfuy.  The  mode  of  Uieir 
administration  has  hitherto  been  to  give  the  braised  seeds  in 
large  quantities,  suspended  in  water,  the  outer  envelope  only^ 
having  been  removed.  About  two  ounces  of  the  seed  was  the 
ordinary  dose.  It  is  probable  that  so  large  a  quantity  contains 
much  inert  matter.  Some  recent  observations  apparently  indicate 
that  the  active  principle  is  contained  only  iu  the  embryo.  To 
ascertain  whether  this  is  the  case  was  the  chief  object  of  M. 
Heckel'a  observations.  He  first  administered,  in  two  oases  of 
tffiuia,  about  six  ounces  of  the  perisperm,  tegumentum  and  testa, 
a  purgative  of  castor  oil  having  first  been  administered.  The 
tapeworm  was  not  expelled  in  any  case.  In  two  other  cases  the 
membrane  surrounding  the  embryo  was  giv^n — abont  half  an 
ounce — preceded  and  foUowed  by  a  dose  of  castor  oil.  In  eacb 
case  the  tapeworm  was  expelled  entire.  Subsequent  experiments 
yielded  the  same  result.  This  membrane  was  then  carefully  ex- 
amined, and  found  to  consist  of  two  membranes,  separable  by 
maceration  in  water.  The  outer  membrane  contained  a  resin  in 
small  quantities  (one  in  seventeen,)  which  M.  Heokel  believes  t& 
be  the  active  agent  He  believes  that  the  castor  oil  acts  not  only 
by  it£  purgative  effect,  but  by  dissolving  the  resin  and  rendering 
it  activa  The  second  membrane  cont^ned  more  chlorophyll 
than  resin.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  these  seeds  contain  a. 
fixed  oil,  to  which  their  qualities  have  been  ascribed,  and  which 
may  be  obtained  by  cold  expression  from  the  seeds,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  half  an  ounce  to  a  ponnd.  This  oil  has  been  used 
with  success,  in  repeated  half-ounce  doses,  in  cases  of  ttenia. — 
Medical  and  Surgical  Jieporler. 

Thb  Discbabob  of  ah  Ovcm,  ahd  its  Beutiok  is  Poiht  of  Time. 
TO  Menstbuation. — It  is  atill  a  vexed  question  among  physiolo- 
gists at  what  period  the  human  ovary  discharges  its  products 
into  the  Fallopian  tubes.  The  general  belief  is  that  the  ova  are 
thrown  off  towards  the  end  of  the  menstrual  flow  or  immedi- 
ately after  its  cessation.  Dr.  John  Williams,  AesiBtant  Obstetric 
Physician  to  University  College  Hospital,  however,  in  a  note 
communicated  to  the  Boyal  Society,  and  published  in  Proceed- 
ings No.  162,  brings  forward  a  number  of  cases  which  tend  to 
prove  that  the  diB^arge  of  ova  really  occors  before  the  appear- 
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:aDce  of  the  montbl;  flow,  with  which  it  is  connected.  In  ten 
-oat  of  fourteen  bodies  of  women  djing  of  variooa  diaeases, 
«ither  a  day  or  two  before,  or  two  or  three  weeks  after,  tbe  ordi- 
nary catamenial  period,  rnpture  of  a  Graafian  follicle,  or  hemor- 
rhage into  its  cavity,  had  occurred  before  the  return  of  tbe 
menses.  Of  tbe  other  cases — in  one  it  was  doubtful  whether 
ruptnre  of  a  follicle  or  tbe  appearaoee  of  the  dischai^  would 
have  taken  place  first;  in  two  a  menstrual  period  had  passed 
-without  maturation  of  a  follicle;  and  in  the  fourth  a  periodical 
-discharge  was  imminent,  though  the  ovaries  contained  no  ma- 
tured Graafian  follicle.  Dr.  WilliamH  finds  that  other  writers, 
who  have  recorded  cases  similar  to  his,  in  tbe  main  favor  tbe 
view  be  supports.  Beicber,  however,  who  has  examined  the 
bodies  of  twenty-three  women,  in  whose  organs  signs  of  mentm- 
ation  were  reoognjaable,  arrived  at  tbe  conclusion  that  ruptnre  of 
the  Graafian  follicle  takes  places  at  an  early  stage  of  tbe  men- 
stroal  flow. — Medical  Times  and  Gazette — The  American  Journal 
of  Ihe  Medical  Sciences. 

WouEN  IN  Medicine,  L&w  &nd  Theology. — Amongst  the  burn- 
ing qaestioDs  of  tbe  day  is  tbe  propriety  or  the  right  of  admit- 
ting women  into  tbe  professions.  I  say  tbe  right  or  propriety, 
because  even  if  tbe  right  were  made  good,  the  propriety  woold 
not  follow.  Why  it  ia  that  the  women  have  selected  medicine 
as  the  especial  point  of  attack  ia  not  quite  clear.  They  are  far 
better  fitted  by  organization,  by  natural  aptitnde,  to  stiine  in  tbe 
pnlpit  and  at  the  bar.  And  in  the  career  of  arms,  if  we  may 
trust  legendary  or  mystic  history,  they  have  earned  no  mean 
diBtinction.  But  medicine,  whilst  demanding  pbyaioal  power  not 
less  than  tbe  other  professions,  is  essentially  based  upon  science. 

Now,  the  women  who  have  been  distinguished  for  scientific 
power  might  be  counted  on  tbe  fingers  of  one  hand.  There 
seems  to  he  a  natural  incompatibility  between  science  and  the 
female  brain.  There  ia,  indeed,  no  such  inherent  incompatibility 
between  science  and  religion  or  law.  Theology  and  law  that  are 
not  in  barmony  with  true  aoience  must  rest  upon  a  very  insecure 
foundation.  But  tbe  clergy  of  all  denominations,  and  lawyers 
■  as  a  rule,  aasnme  a  direct  antagonism  to  scieuce.  They  set  them- 
selves above  it;  they  would  trample  it  down  as  something  in 
chronic  rebellion  against  their  authority.  In  this  antagonism 
.they  represent  the  women;  in  these  they  find  their  most  useful 
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allies.  The  chnrch  and  the  law,  then,  are  the  pro(«ssioaa  moafr 
congenial  to  the  somewhat  arbitrary  character  of  tha  female  in- 
tellect.— OimtelrKcU  Journal,  August,  1875. 

A  Case  op  Tkauiutio  Yektbal  Hxknia. — K  8.,  fifty-eight  year» 
of  age,  was  admitted  into  Bellevne  Hospital  Mu^  26th,  1875,  and 
gave  the  following  history: 

He  was  working  in  a  factory,  611ing  metallic  platos,  and  foand 
it  Tory  convenient  when  at  work  to  rest  the  material  to  be  worked 
on  the  bench,  and  hold  it  firmly  by  pressing  against  it  with  his- 
abdomen.  This  practice  (he  being  a  new  hand  and  working 
very  hard)  made  him  very  tender  and  sore  In  the  abdominal 
region.  In  the  month  of  October,  1874 — shortly  after  beginning 
this  work — he  foond  a  circomacribed  point  of  tenderness  in  the- 
abdomen,  midway  between  the  ambilicos  and  pnbes,  and  in  the- 
mediao  line.  The  following  day  it  became  worse,  and  in  a  taw 
days  ended  in  an  abscess,  which  was  opened  by  a  physician. 
With  the  pns  which  followed  came  a  few  inches  of  intestine.  At 
the  end  of  aix  weeks  he  had  recovered  and  resnmed  work  at  his^ 
trade. 

On  the  morning  of  the  day  of  admission  be  was  working  at 
a  machine  ran  by  hand.  Projeoting  from  the  front  of  this  ma- 
chine, abont  three  feet  from  the  floor,  was  a  dnll  piece  of  iron, 
in  the  form  of  a  spike.  Against  tills  the  patient,  while  suddenly 
leaning  over  strack  his  abdomen,  caasing  a  rnpture  of  the  walls,. 
'  and  a  protmaion  of  intestines. 

On  admission,  patient  saffered  considerably  from  shock  and 
felt  very  weak.  Before  being  admitted  to  this  hospital  several 
attempts  had  been  made  at  redaction  of  the  hernia,  without  sac- 
cess — once  under  the  influence  of  fui  ansesthetic.  He  had  also 
taken  a  hot  bath.  Examination  of  abdominal  walls  showed  a 
loop  of  intestines,  thirty-five  or  forty  inches  long,  protruding 
from  an  opening  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length.  This  open- 
ing has  taken  place  in  the  cicatricial  tissue,  in  the  site  of  an  old 
abscess,  which  extends  from  the  ambilicos  downwards,  in  the 
median  line,  to  the  pnbes.  The  wound  is  situated  lying  in  a  ver- 
tical  direction,  and  occnpying  a  position  half  way  between  these 
two  points.  The  intestine  is  deeply  congested;  and  at  one  point, 
near  the  extremity  of  the  loop,  there  is  a  dark  discoloration, 
which  looks  very  much  like  gangrene.  Bloody  serum  exudes- 
from  the  surface  of  the  intestine. 
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The  patient  was  anEestbettzed,  and  after  the  gat  was  washed, 
an  attempt  was  made  to  reduce,  which  was  ineffectual,  owing  to 
the  swollen  condition  of  the  intestines,  and  the  cicatricial  rigidity 
at  the  opening.  The  upper  part  of  the.  wound  was  made  l&rger 
b;  the  introduction  of  a  hernia  knife — care  being  taken  to  thrust 
the  finger  in  between  the  peritonenm  and  abdominal  wall,  so  as 
to  avoid  injur;  to  the  former — making  an  incision  about  an  inch 
long;  and  after  stretching  the  woond  with  the  fingers,  the  hernia 
was  reduced.  The  wonnd  was  then  closed  by  silver  wire  sutures, 
and  the  patient  kept  moderately  under  the  infiuence  of  opium 
for  four  or  five  days.  He  was  then  discharged  cured  in  eighteen 
days,  with  orders  to  wear  an  abdominal  support. — Med.  Record. 

The  Use  of  REvuLsivEe  m  Diseases  or  the  Nertocs  System. — 
By  Allan  MeLane  Samilton,  M.D. — For  the  production  of  the 
revnlaive  effect,  we  must  bear  in  mind  the  important  fact  that 
application  of  the  agent  must  be  sudden  and  snperficiaL  By  ob- 
serving these  conditions  we  produce  what  is  necessarily  a  shock. 

Two  forms  of  application  which  I  consider  of  great  valne 
are,  first,  the  actual  cautery ;  second,  the  alternation  of  heat 
and  cold.  The  use  of  the  first  in  my  hands  during  the  past  year 
has  convinced  me  that  for  certain  neoralgias  no  better  remedy 
exists.  Not  only  has  it  broken  np  attacks,  but  it  has  also  most 
certainly  brought  about  central  changes  resolting  in  healthy  ac- 
tion of  those  parts.     .... 

Much  depends  apon  the  temperatnre  of  the  iron,  It  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  it  should  be  brought  to  a  white  heat  A 
red-hot  ir«n  will  produce  deep  action,  and  will  destroy  tissue  by 
subsequent  ulceration  ;  the  same  results  will  follow  the  glow  pas- 
sage of  the  iron  over  the  surface.  The  cautery-iron  should  in- 
varia'bly  be  white-hot ;  it  should  b^drawn  rapidly  over  the  skin, 
and,  the  result  will  be  almost  painless.  The  surface  will  be 
slightly  discolored,  and  that  is  all,  eis  the  action  is  confined  to  the 
oaticle,  which  shrivels  up  and  falls  off  in  a  few  days.  There  has 
been  a  tendency  of  late  to  use  the  cautery-iron  in  convulsive 
affections,  and  it  has  been  ray  privilege  to  see  several  patients 
who  have  gone  through  this  ordeal  without  any  benefit  whatever, 
and  have  had  their  troubles  aggravated  by  the  nervous  appre- 
hension and  dread  associated  with  the  white  iron.  As  I  have 
said  before,  the  neuralgias  are  the  neuroses  that  call  for  its 
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I  have  spoken  of  the  uses  of  he&t  and  cold  for  the  relief  of 
oertaio  nearoses  associated  with  trophic  and  circulatory  defects. 
It  remains  for  me  to  prore  the  efficacy  of  this  treatment  by  the 
relation  of  experience 

Every  nearol<^st  ia  OTermn  by  a  class  of  patients  that  cod- 
etitate  a  certain  approbrium  medicorum.  These  are  patients  with 
dysEestbesis,  spinal  irritation,  and  a  few  other  maladies,  confined 
chiefly  to  women,  and  dependent  npon  nterine  diseases.  After 
the  employment  of  many  remedies,  and  after  finding  hopeless  re- 
salts,  conatitnted  either  by  relapses  or  temporary  improvement, 
the  case  is  discharged.  In  these  cases  I  found  the  alternate  ase 
of  heat  and  cold  to  be  followed  by  the  most  desirable  effects,  par- 
ticnlarly  in  spinal  irritation.  Of  twenty-six  cases  of  this  kind  I 
have  cured  fifteen,  and  have  greatly  improved  all  the  others.  I 
had  need  phosphorus  and  electricity  with  indifferent  snccesa,  but 
the  alternate  application  of  heat  and  cold  to  the  spine  produced 
a  decided  impression.  I  directed  the  patients  to  employ  ice-bags, 
and  hot  ffat-irons  covered  by.  flannel.  In  hysterical  affections 
this  mode  of  treatment  was  of  great  use,  particularly  those  forms 
characterized  by  lividity  of  the  surface  and  unconsoioasness,  with 
rigidity.    .... 

Dry  heat  and  dry  cold  are  much  better  as  therapeutical  agents 
than  moist  beat  or  moist  cold.  The  effect  is  energetic  ;  the  skin 
is  infinenced  more  quickly,  as  there  is  no  fluid  between  to  act  as 
a  non-conductor. 

A  consideration  nf  the  action  of  other  revulsive  agents  would 
take  many  pages.  X  must  say  a  word,  however,  of  the  virtues  of 
the  localized  ether-spray  to  the  spine.  I  can  conceive  of  no  bet- 
ter treatment  for  chorea  and  other  convulaive  disorders.  I  have 
witnessed  its  effects  even  in  convulsive  disease  of  adults.  Shaking 
palsy,  and  the  tremor  of  alcohol  and  sclerosis,  may  be  moderated. 
It  is  safe  to  say  that  fifteen  or  twenty  applications  of  the  spray 
in  most  cases  of  chorea  will  effect  a  care.  I  have  tested  it  alone 
and  with  other  remedies,  and  in  several  cases  it  cured  the  dis- 
ease without  adjuvant  treatment — PhUadelphia  Medical  Times. 

A  Nbw  Medical  School  in  Glasgow. — The  Glasgow  Royal 
Infirmary  is  about  to  receive  a  charter  as  a  medical  school.  The 
school  already  exists,  and  is  said  to  be  in  a  highly-flourishing 
condition  as  to  students  and  facilities  for  teaching  them. — New 
York  Medical  Journal. 
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HOUAN  PH1:SI0L00T  ?0&  STDDEMTB  and  PBlCtmoHEBB  OF  Mediccie.  By 
John  C,  Dalton,  M.D.,  Profasaor  of  Pb7BJoIogy  and  B^giene  in  Iha  Col- 
lege of  PhTMciaaa  aod  Sorgeoos.  New  Tork.  Published  b<r  Hent?  C. 
Leo,  Philadelphia.     Cloth;  pp.  825. 

Thia,  the  sixth  edition,  cootains  eight  hundred  and  twentj-five 
pages,  with  three  hundred  and  sixteen  beautiful  and  instractive 
illustrations.  It  is  divided  into  three  general  sections.  The  first, 
devoted  to  nutrition;  second,  to  the  nervous  system,  &nd  third, 
to  reproductioD.  These  sections  are  subdivided  in  chapters. 
The  first  contains  seventeen  chapters,  treating  respectfully  of 
proximate  principles,  inorganic  proximate  principles,  hydro-car- 
bonaceous proximate  principles,  atbuminons  matters,  coloring 
matters,  crystallizable  nitrogenous  matters,  food,  digestion,  ab- 
sorption, the  bile,  production  of  glygogen  and  glucose  in  the  liver, 
the  blood,  respiration,  animal  heat,  the  circulation,  the  lymphatic 
system,  kslA  the  urine 

Section  second  contains  eight  chapters.  First,  structure  aud 
function  of  nervous  system,  nervous  irritability  and  mode  of  ac- 
tion, general  arrangement  of  nervous  system,  the  spinal  cord,  the 
brain,  the  oranial  nerves,  the  sympathetic  system,  and  the  senses. 

Section  third  contains  eighteen  chapters.  First,  the  nature 
of  reproduction  and  origin  of  plants  and  animals,  sexual  genera- 
tion and  mode  of  accomplishment,  the  egg  and  the  female  organs 
of  generation,  the  seminal  fluid  and  the  male  organs  of  generation, 
periodical  ovulation  and  the  function  of  menstmation,  the  corpus 
Inteum  and  its  connection  with  menstmation  and  pregnancy,  de- 
velopment of  impregnated  egg,  formation  of  embryo  in  fowl's 
egg,  development  of  accessory  organs  in  impregnated  egg,  nm- 
biUcal  vesicle,  amnion  and  allantois,  development  of  impreg- 
nated egg  in  membranes  in  human  species,  development  of  de- 
cidual membrane  and  attachment  to  nterns,  the  placenta,  discharge 
of  fcetns  from  placenta  and  regeneration  of  uterine  tissnes,  develop- 
ment of  nervous  system,  organs  of  sense,  skeleton,  limb,  develop- 
ment of  alimentary  canal  and  appendages,  development  of  kid- 
neys and  internal  organs  of  generation,  development  of  |vascalar 
system,  development  of  body  after  birth. 

It  will  be  useless  to  attempt  a  correct  analysis  of  the  conten  ts 
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of  this  Tftluable  work.  The  high  position  occupied  in  scientifio- 
circles  by  the  aathor,  Euid  by  the  wide  spread  papolarit;  of  this 
treatise  on  physiology,  which  has  made  it  a  standard  work,  and 
the  text  book  in  many  of  the  leading  schools  of  the  coaatry,  be- 
speak for  it  the  patronage  to  which  it  is  jostly  entitled. 

Leotubes  oh  Stphiub.  By  Hetuj  Las,  Profasaor  of  Surgery  at  Bojal  Col- 
lege of  Sutgeons  of  EogUnd.  PabUsbed  by  Heur;  C.  L«a,  Phikdolphia. 
Book;  olothi  pp.  344. 

This  work  is  presented  in  the  form  of  lectures,  pablished  for 
the  first  time,  comprising  ten.  It  is  well  arranged,  typography 
neat,  and  contains  ideas  of  practical  interest.  A  brief  extract 
from  the  preface  will  give  uome  insight  to  the  oonteuts: 

"  The  chief  subjects  treated  of  in  the  following  lectures,  which 
are  not  dwelt  upon  in  the  aystematio  works  of  other  Engliab 
authors  of  the  present  day,  are,  the  inoculability  of  syjihilitic  blood 
in  its  variooB  forms;  the  conditions  under  which  the  secretions- 
of  primary  and  secondary  ^philitic  manifestations  may  be  inbo- 
olated  naturally  or  artificially;  the  morbid  processes  produced 
by  such  inoculations;  the  modifications  of  those  processes  in  pa- 
tients previously  syphilitic;  primary  and  secondary  syphOitic  dis- 
eaaee  of  the  mncous  membranes,  and  their  liability  to  communi- 
cate constitutional  syphilis;  the  essential  difference  of  the  mor- 
bid processes  in  which  the  constitutioDal  and  local  forms  of  syph- 
ilis respectively  have  their  origin;  and  the  pathology  and  treat- 
ment of  discharges  from  the  prostate  gland,  Cowper's  glands^ 
&iid  the  veaiculffi  seminalea." 

A  Manou,  Of  MiMoK  SoBQBBt  AND  BtNDAonto.  Bf  Gbiistopber  Hanth,. 
P.  R.  G.S.  Fifth  edition.  Pablished  by  Lindmy  and  Bl&biBton,  PhiWiel- 
phi&.     Book;  cloth;  pp.  302. 

This  work  is  specially  devoted  to  the  management  and  treat- 
ment of  wounds,  with  the  means  of  reducing  dislocations,  etc 
The  various  bandages  and  their  mode  of  application  are  ably  and 
practically  presented  by  numerous  illustrations  and  woods  outs. 
It  is  a  work  which  should  be  in  the  hands  of  physicians,  especi- 
ally the  young,  when  they  need  sometbing  to  which  they  can 
refer  in  cases  of  accidents  and  emergencies.  It  also  teaches  the 
manner  of  performing  many  of  the  most  trying  snrgioal  opera- 
tions, and  other  subjects  of  practical  importance. 
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TiBioti~Ii8  OmcAi.  Dbpeoib  asd  Adiftitioh  of  Spbctaclcb.  By  0.  S- 
Feimer,  M.D.  Pobllshad  by  lindEay  £  Blakiston,  PbiUdelpbia.  Book; 
oloth;  pp.  289. 

This  is  the  first  editioD  issued,  and  the  tinthor  in  the  preface 
Bajs:  "In  preparing  thia  work  for  the  press  the  endeavor  has- 
been  made  to  give  in  a  concise  and  popular,  yet  comprehensive 
form,  a  resume  at  oar  present  knowledge  of  pkyeiological  optics, 
ODd  the  defects  of  the  eje  as  an  optical  instroment"  It  is  di- 
vided into  three  parts.  The  first  is  devoted  to  light;  second,  to 
physiological  optics;  third,  to  errors  in  refraction  and  defects  of 
accommodation.  It  is  well  written,  neatly  arranged,  and  no 
donbt  will  be  well  received  by  the  profession. 

Tkb  Fhtsioiinb'  ViarriNo  Libt  fob  1878.     Pbiladt'IpbU:  Liadmtj  *  Btokis- 

ton.     Leather. 

This  neat  and  well  arranged  Yisiting  List  for  physicians, 
comes  to  hand,  with  its  same  popolarity  as  before.  Its  already 
nniversal  use  is  the  beet  evidence  of  value. 

Tbahbactioh  of  the  Medical  Society  or  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia, JuLS  ASTi  OoTOBEB,  1876.    Pamphlet;  pp.  68. 

What  Cod^  shoold  be  Pkbbued  with  an  Eyi  Lost  thbouoh 
Accident.    By  Julian  J.  Chisohn,  M.  B.     Pamphlet;  pp.  8. 

Two  Cases  of  Exophthaluic  Goitre,  Associated  with  Chbonic 
TJbtioabu,  Illdstbatioh  of  tee  Relations  op  the  Neevops 
Stbteu  to  Diseases  of  the  Skih.  By  L.  Duncan  Bulkley 
AM.,  M.D.    Pamphlet;  pp.  10. 

The  Relations  of  the  TJrine  to  Diseases  of  the  Skin.  By  L. 
Dnncan  Bulkley,  A.M.,  M.D.    Pamphlet;  pp.  S3. 

AuKBioAH  PcBLio  Healtr  AssootATioH.  Anuual  meeting,  1876. 
President,  J.  M.  Toner,  M.D.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Wanted  foe  the  StntoEON  Qbnebal's  Lxbeabt. — In  order  to  com- 
plete the  file  of  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  the 
following  numbers  are  required:  Vol.  Ill,  (1838-9);  No.  1  of 
Vol.  in,  new  series  (1847);  Noa.  1,  2,  3,  4,  of  Vol  VI;  Na  1, 
Vol  VIH;  Noe.  11,  12,  VoL  XVU;  Vol.  XVU;  VoL  XVIU. 

Liberal  prices  will  be  paid  for  any  of  the  above,  and  owners 
are  invited  to  correspond  with  Dr.  John  S.  BUlinga,  V.  S.  A.» 
Surgeon  Oeneral's  office,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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New  Device  fob  Epistaxis. — Dr.  S,  G.  Riley,  of  Sbilob,  Ga., 
■senda  aa  the  followiog: 

"  A  death  baring  recently  occurred  in  this  connty  from  epia- 
taxiH,  I  am  stimalated  to  send  yon  the  suggestion  of  a  remedy, 
which  ie  obtainable  at  every  farm  hoaae,  and  which  I  have  not 
in  any  instance  known  to  fail  in  promptly  arreetlng  epistaxiB. 
The  following  ia  the  method: 

"  From  the  entraila  of  a  recently  kiUed  chicken,  select  a  gat 
of  suitable  size  to  properly  fill  the  nasal  fossa  when  distended, 
and  having  cleansed  it  properly,  secure  one  end  well  with  a  liga- 
ture, and  then  slip  the  gnt  over  the  nozzle  of  a  small  syringe, 
previously  filled  with  cold  water,  in  snch  manner  as  to  carry  the 
point  of  the  syringe  down  to  the  cul-de-mc  found  by  the  ligated 
gut,  the  latter  being  plaited  upon  the  syringe  pipe,  and  secure  the 
other  end  of  the  gnt  upon  the  pipe,  water  tight,  by  another  lig- 
ature, and  the  apparatus  is  ready  for  nse.  The  armed  pipe  is 
now  passed  into  the  nostril,  and  tho  piston  of  the  syringe  slowly 
pressed  into  the  barrel.  As  the  water  escapes  the  distended  gut 
uxmns  its  way  up  the  nasal  passage,  insinuating  itself  into  every 
crevice,  and  producing  an  eqnable  compression  everywhere,  which 
may  be  increased  in  force  until  the  bleeding  points  are  fully  and 
efTectually  compressed.  Whilst  the  water  is  being  thrown  in  the 
pressure  induced  in  the  nostril  will  cause  the  syringe  pipe  to  re- 
treat from  the  nasal  cavity,  so  that  a  ligature  may  be  applied  to 
the  distended  gut  at  a  point  just  external  to  the  nostril,  and  the 
syringe  removed,  whilst  the  hemostatic  pressure  is  maintained  as 
long  as  may  be  desired. 

"  It  is  proper  that  I  should  say  that  this  device  is  not  origi- 
nal with  myself,  as  I  learned  it  from  an  old  lady  iu  Texas,  who 
made  the  suggestion,  with  happy  result,  in  a  case  which  bad  de- 
fied all  other  remedies  and  appliances.  I  have  since  used  it  in  a 
number  of  obstinate  cases,  and  always  with  success." 

The  Physicians  or  Oldhah  Ooustj,  Kentdcky,  issued  a  circular 
setting  forth  the  grievances  of  the  profession  in  the  way  of  long 
'Credits,  and  a  very  large  percentage  of  unpaid  and  lost  bills  aa 
■the  natural  consequence,  and  calling  for  reform  in  this  particular. 
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UpoQ  the  basis  of  this  circular,  the  editor  of  the  Oincinnati 
Lancet  and  Observer  thua  sensibly  lucnbratea  and  sciutilates: 

"It  means  pelf — ye»,  more  pelf;  it  has  pelf  runiiiDg  all 
through  it  from  the  beginDiDg  to  the  end,  and  to  all  of  which 
we  say  amen,  for  Terily  pelf  is  a  good  thiog  to  hava  It  is  useful 
both  ill  the  house  and  out  of  the  house;  it  makes  a  man's  clothes 
fit  better,  keeps  his  wife,  bairns  and  horse  shod;  it  greases  all  the 
cogs,  reduces  friction  to  a  minimum  amount,  smoothes  out  the 
crows'  feet,  and  keeps  off  wrinkles.  As  a  hypnotic,  it  is  generally 
more  efficacious  than  opium ;  as  a  nervous  sedative,  it  is  twice  as 
good  as  bromide  of  potassium  or  asafcetida;  as  a  tonic,  it  can't 
be  beat;  as  an  aphrodisiac,  it  will  strengthen  up  the  moat  worn- 
out  old  roue  in  less  than  half  the  time  it  would  take  under  full 
doses  of  damiana  or  phosphorus.  It  is  the  most  soothing  panacea 
that  was  ever  applied  to  a  weak  back.  Piles — of  pelf  are  good; 
they  assist  digestion;  in  fact,  are  an  indication  of  good  health. 

"  For  the  instantaneous  relief  of  iutense  pain  caused  by  tick, 
we  can  conscientiously  recommend  pelf;  it  is  altogether  superior 
to  deep  injections  of  chloroform,  and  an;  sloughing  that  may  be 
produced  is  of  a  laudable  character.  The  virtues  of  pelf,  when 
made  into  a  plaster  that  will  stick,  are  past  all  comprehension. 
Get  some  and  try  it. 

"  The  idea  that  a  young  man  is  to  spend  years  of  time,  and 
probab^  all  of  his  money,  in  acquiring  a  highly  honorable  and 
dignified  profession,  and  then  to  have  hia  dignity  braced  up  with 
an  empty  stomach  or  one  filled  with  husks,  is  all  bosh,  Felf  is 
the  only  remedy.  If  you  have  earned  some,  make  your  demand 
for  it  at  once.  Tour  patrons  are  juKt  as  much  in  duty  bound  to 
pay  you  as  soon  as  your  services  are  rendered  as  they  are  to  pay 
the  grocer,  carpenter,  blacksmith,  or  ^m  hand,  and  no  more; 
neither  has  a  right  to  be  recognized  as  a  preferred  creditor  over 
the  other.  Credit  means  unpleasantness,  loss,  and  probably  ruin. 
Cash  means  adipose,  a  happy  wife,  and  rolicking  babies. 

"  There  is  nothing  onprofesaiooal  in  the  act  of  suing  a  man 
for  your  dues,  if  he  is  able  to  pay  and  refuses  to  come  down  with 
bis  pelf  in  any  other  way.  Nor  is  it  a  violation  of  the  Code  of 
Ethics  to  accept  a  retaining  fee,  either  large  or  smalL  *  *  * 
Gentlemen  of  the  medical  profession  in  Oldham  and  adjoining 
counties  in  Kentucky,  you  are  on  the  right  track.  Qo  ahead,  and 
just  BO  sorely  will  the  Lord  take  a  liking  to  you.  Solemnity  is 
good,  seriousneas  is  good,  and  dignity  is  good;  but  when  these 
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graces  are  honeetly  earning  and  getting  pelf,  their  valne  is  incon- 
ceirably  enhanced." 

Why  do  not  physiciaaa  promptly  collect  their  does?  All  ad- 
mit the  justice,  the  propriety,  nay,  the  necessity  of  such  a  course, 
as  a  matter  of  good  bnsiness  policy.     Why  is  it  not  done? 

It  is  a  veil  accepted  observation  that  medical  men,  as  a  class, 
are  notorioasly  loose  jointed  as  basinesa  men.  Some  of  them  are 
con stitotion ally  so;  they  are  indoleat,  careless,  wanting  in  system 
and  in  bnginess  tact;  they  are  content  to  live  along  from  year  to 
year  with  scanty  support,  broken  down  in  credit,  eking  oat  a 
band  to  month  sabsistence.  Such  men  are  to  be  fonnd  in  erery 
avenne  of  life,  in  all  occnpations  and  callings;  they  are  by  no 
means  peculiar  to  the  medical  profession.  We  mast  look  else- 
where for  a  Bolation  of  the  problem  we  have  propounded.  Let 
us  esomine  a  little  this  moyement  for  prompt  pay  in  Eentacky: 

Upon  the  first  of  August  last  the  physicians  of  Oldham  coanty 
issaed  a  circular  addressed  to  their  brethren  in  the  sttrrotmding 
region,  setting  forth  in  strong  terras  their  grievances,  their 
"financial  dialresK,  poverty,  and  all  their  attendant  evils.  We  feel 
that  this  glaring  injustice  to  ourselves  has  gone  to.o  far  unchecked.'" 

"  Therefore  we  moHt  earneaUg  solicit  that  you,  with  every  other 
profeBBtonal  brother  in  striking  distance,  meet  with  as  in  »olenm 
and  serious  convention,  at  LaGrange,  on  Taesday,  the  17th  day  of 
August,  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  together  on  our  financial 
difficalties,  and  of  uniting  upon  some  bubk  method  of  collecting 
onr  bills  at  regular  and  nhort  inlerixda,  and  of  thus  placing  our- 
selves upon  an  eqnal  footing  with  the  other  trades  and  callings  of 
^nr  country."  (1 ! )  "  We  therefore  call  npon  every  doctor  to  come 
up  to  this  ooavectioD,  and  show  bis  Aonor  and  manhood  in  aos- 
taining  the  independence  and  dignity  of  his  profession." 

Bravo  I  said  we.  Bravo  I  bravo !  I  resoonded  from  every  hamlet 
and  cross-roads  thronghont  the  South.  Tmly  did  the  mountain 
tabor,  and  as  truly  do  we  behoM  its  issne — the  little  moose: 

"  Bebolvsd,  By  the  physicians  of  Oldham  and  adjoining  coon- 
ties,  that  we  will,  in  fatore,  be  more  diligent  in  the  oolleotion  of 
oor  fees,  and  we  brieve  we  should  ir^oitn  our  patrons,  by  letter  or 
otherwise,  at  least  once  in  six  wiontks,  the  amount  of  our  claims 
against  them.(I} 

"  Resolved,  That  all  medical  fees  are  das  when  the  services 
are  rendered,  and  that  each  physician  shoald  present  his  bill  for 
collection  as  noon  as  he  thinks  hia  interests  may  reqnire.(!  I) 
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"  Besoltbd,  That  the  custom  of  giving  m«dical  services  to 
Tniiiisters  and  theif  fftmilies  free  of  charge  be  dispensed  with,  and 
that  hereafter  they  be  charged  as  other  peraoos,  according  to  cir- 
■cumatancea." 

Is  not  the  tronble  iu  Oldham  the  same  as  elsewhere  ?  Is  it 
not  the  prqfemdon  tkemitetues  who  are  starving  themneloen,  instead  of 
an  imgratefol  community  for  whom  the;  labor  'i  Are  these  gen- 
tlemen in  earnest  ?  Do  they  mean  to  stand  np  to  each  other  in 
manly  defense  of  their  rights  ?  Dare  they  triuU  each  other  to  taJce 
a  tingle  step  /orwarda  /or  their  common  jiroUmtion  and  emolument  ? 

Well  do  we  remember  our  participation,  years  ago,  iu  a  local 
medical  convention  for  similar  purposes  to  that  of  Oldham,  which 
passed  the  usual  reeolutionB,  and  in  terms  more  emphatic  and  far 
less  equivocal  than  the  latter.  Well  do  we  remember  our  earnest 
«Cfort8  to  check  the  zeal,  laudable  as  it  appeared  to  be,  of  two 
members  who  had  been  notoiious  for  low  charges,  but  who  had 
'  now  swung  to  the  opposite  extreme,  and,  in  the  adjustment  of  a 
fee  bill,  labored  to  put  up  the  items  to  double  the  sums  which 
had  been  customary.  When  a  good  average  rate  of  charges  was 
eettled  upon  and  published,  blasted  were  our  new  born  hopes, 
and  sad  oar  disappointment,  to  find  these  zealous  disciples,  in 
spite  of  their  pledges,  retoruing,  like  a  dog  to  his  vomit,  and 
again  dividing  the  established  fees  by  two.  When  the  great 
medical  fraternity  will  learn  lessons  of  the  higher  orders  of  brute 
creation  and  refuse  to  duoour  the  Jienh  of  their  own  Fpecies,  then 
may  we  hope  to  rid  ourselves  of  the  impecuniosity  which  so  sadly 
afflicts  us. 

The  South  Oeobgia  Medical  Association  mtit  in  Bainbridge, 
Ga.,  Tuesday,  September  21st  It  was  a  fine  looking  body  of 
men.  Dr.  Hopkins,  of  Thomasville,  presided.  Dr.  Thomas, 
President  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  aud  Dr.  Cromwell,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  for  the  Seooud  Congressional  district,  were 
present. 

Duriug  the  evening  session  Dr.  Cromwell  delivered  a  very 
able  address,  and  Dr.  Thomas,  also,  made  a  very  happy  extem- 
poraneous talk. 

Beports  were  read  by  Dr.  W.  N.  Bruce,  of  Bainbridge,  on  the 
course,  pathology  aud  treatment  of  "Malarial  Hematuria;"  Dr. 
T.  S.  Dekle,  of  Thomas  connty,  on  the  "  Combined  Infiuenco  of 
Sulphate  of  Quinine  and  Bromide  of  Potassium  in  Malarial 
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Fever;"  and  by  Dr.  HopkicB,  a  clinical  report  of  six  cases  of 
"Uterine  Displacement  successfnlty  treated  by  gena-pectoral 
postore  and  pneamatic  pressure." 

Medical  Associstiok  or  Geokoia. — The  minntes  of  the  twen- 
ty-Bixtb  annnal  meeting  of  the  Medical  Aaeociation  of  Cteor^a 
have  been  received.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  extract 
of  a  note  by  the  Fubliahing  Committee,  that  the  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  AssociatioD  ia  such  as  to  preclude  the  pnblication  of 
the  valuable  papers  presented  at  the  meeting  in  Savannah  last 
April: 

-  "  The  Committee  on  Pablioation  regret  that  lack  of  funds  pre- 
cludes the  pnblication  of  the  Transactions  in  falL  The  minntes 
have  been  withheld  till  now  with  the  hope  that  the  required  funds 
might  be  obtained.  The  material  for  an  interesting  volnme  is 
abundant  and  excellent — more  so,  perhaps,  than  ever  before  in 
the  history  of  the  Association." 

This  is  to  be  regretted ;  but  nothing  more  oonld  have  been  ex- 
pected after  the  statements  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  when 
the  subject  of  assessments  was  under  consideration  at  the  last 
meeting.  As  one  of  the  ofiQcers  of  the  Association  in  1874,  I 
have  a  feeling  reoollection  of  the  difficulties  encountered  in  isso- 
ing  the  Transactions,  which  were,  after  a  delay  of  several  months, 
published  in  part,  with  the  private  funds  of  the  officers.  Oat  of 
the  five  or  six  hundred  names,  which  we  from  year  to  year  find 
on  our  roll  of  members,  it  does  appear  strange  that  dues  suffi- 
cient cannot  be  collected  to  pnblish  the  Transactions;  but  such 
is  the  case,  I  am  sorry  to  know.  The  only  way  to  remedy  this 
defect,  and  save  the  Association,  is  to  increase  the  assessments, 
asunder  the  present  a  sufficient  amount  can  not  be  collected.  From 
the  note  above  referred  to  by  the  Fablishing  Committee,  we  make 
the  following  extract,  which  will  remedy  the  whole  trouble,  and 
place  the  Association  on  an  enduring  basis,  if  Dr.  Ford  issuccess- 
fnl  in  changing  the  By-Laws: 

"ThePresident,  Dr.  Ford,  requests  the  committee  to  annonnce 
that  at  the  next  annual  meeting  he  will  offer  to  amend  the  By- 
Laws,  so  that  the  initiation  fee  shall  be  five  dollars  and  tb& 
annual  assessment  five  dollars;  and  that  failure  to  comply  for 
two  years  shall  forfeit  membership." 
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STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

Seport  of  Bpjcial  Oommittee  Upon  tlie  Most  Effectual  Means  of  Prerenting' 
Small-Poz  in  Georgia. 

To  the  Stale  Board  of  Health  : 

Though  we  have  been  disappointed  in  obtaining  snch  general 
statietica  belonging  to  oar  own  State  aa  wonld  ezbibit  beyond 
question,  in  tabular  form,  the  pressing  necessity  for  more  stringent 
laws,  and  the  exertion  of  much  greater  effort,  for  the  suppression 
of  smalt'pox,  there  is  no  lack  of  evidence  even  in  the  meagre  re- 
ports we  have  been  able  to  gather  of  the  recent  ravages  of  thifr 
disease  in  Georgia;  and  especially  is  there  no  difficulty  in  drawing 
material  from  the  reports  of  investigations  in  other  countries  and 
States  to  whivb  we  are  uo  exception,  except  in  a  greater  disregard 
of  sanitary  regnlations  in  this,  as' well  as  many  other  putioulars. 

We  shall  nut  attempt  to  present  anj-  new  contributitHi  to  the 
science  of  this  subject,  but  simply  to  offer,  in  a  brief  way,  SDch 
facts  as  are  supposed  to  be  pertinent  to  the  objects  of  this  board, 
and  which  we  can  claim  as  positive  and  reliable,  and  with  which 
we  can  go  before  our  people  and  legislative  bodies  demanding,  in 
the  name  of  humanity,  the  interposition  of  a  strong  hand  to  arrest 
the  wholesale  destruction  attendant  upon  the  march  of  this  fell 
destroyer. 

There  are  two  propositions  which  may  be  confidently  stated 
in  regard  to  the  subject  intraated  to  our  consideration,  of  such  a 
character'  as  to  excite  amazement  when  viewed  in  connection 
,       Vol.  XUL-No.  9.-32. 
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with  the  continued  existence  of  and  fatatitj  ttom  small-pox : 
First,  variola,  or  emall-pox,  is  one  of  the  most  loathsome,  highly 
contagions,  and  fatal  diseases  known  to  ancient  or  modem  timea. 
Secondly,  there  is  no  disease  in  regard  to  which  the  means  of 
prevention  are  so  certoinl;  established. 

To  these  might  probably  be  added  another  statement,  appli- 
cable to  many  localities,  viz:  that  its  ravages  exhibited  a  greater 
aggregate  mortality  than  from  any  other  disease;  but,  as  we  have 
no  access  at  present  to  the  vital  statistics  bearing  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  as  we  are  proposing  to  deal  with  no  doabtful  propositiona, 
it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  we  are  constantly  sObjected  to  a  recur- 
rence of  the  disease,  and  to  a  proporlionale  mortality  probably 
larger  than  from  an;  other,  when  occurring  in  anprotected 
persons,  and  especially  when,  as  frequently  occurs,  we  have,  ia 
addition  to  its  ordinary  highly  contagious  character,  an  epidemic 
influence  prevailing,  favorable  to  its  rapid  and  general  extension. 

The  offensive  character  of  the  disease  during  its  active  stages, 
and  especially  the  disfiguring  and  destructive  results  in  coses  of 
recovery,  would  alone  make  it  to  be  greatly  dreaded;  bnt  when 
we  consider,  in  addition,  its  highly  contagions  character,  (bnt  few 
persons  escaping  its  influence  when  exposed,)  and  especially  the 
excessive  mortality  attending  it,  remedies  for  its  prevention  cannot 
be  too  highly  estimated. 

And  yet,  with  the  loathsome  and  horrible  features  of  tha  dis- 
ease, its  highly  contagious  character  rendering  it  almost  absolutely 
certain  of  propagation  among  exposed  and  nuprotected  persons, 
and  the  invariable  fearful  mortality  attending  its  progress,  and 
the  equally  certain  fact  that  it  can  be  totally  prevented  by  proper 
precautions,  no  single  year  passes  without  a  reign  of  terror  in 
-one  or  more  communities  of  our  State  consequent  upon  the  an- 
nouncement of  small-pox,  with  its  necessarily  attendant  appre- 
hension of  risk  in  exposure,  of  contracting  the  disease,  and  the 
strong  liability  in  each  cose  of  a  fatal  resalt:  sundering,  in  many 
instances  to  the  disgrace  of  humanity,  the  strongest  and  most 
intimate  ties,  not  only  of  friendship,  bnt  those  still  more  sacred 
— connected  with  blood  and  kindred.  And  all  this,  simply,  from 
the  most  extraordinary  negligence  of,  and  indifferenoe  to,  the  use 
of  means  within  the  reach  of  every  individual,  which  are  abatAule 
in  the  power  to  control  and  destroy  the  contagion,  upon  which 
the  disease  depends  for  its  propagation. 

We  do  not  hesitate  to  assert  that,  in  all  the  range  at  sanitary 
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isoienoe,  there  is  Dothing  bo  certaio  as  the  protective  power  of 
•ihorough  vaccination  in  preventing  the  extension  of  small-pox. 
Strange,  indeed,  to  the  most  familiar  ears,  is  such  an  anaoonoe- 
ment  in  connection  with  the  daily  reports  of  the  deeolaMon  of 
civilized  and  even  intelligent  oommnnities  from  this  disease. 
-Only  so  late  as  within  the  last  year  we  have  the  following  reports 
from  intelhgent  and  reliable  physicians  of  the  counties  of  Coweta 
and  Oglethorpe,  in  this  State,  detaiUng  the  facts  connected  with 
the  visitation  of  small-pox  in  eaoh  of  those  connties,  affording 
not  only  an  illastration  of  what  i^  likely  to  occur  in  any  other 
section  at  any  moment,  but  also  an  example  of  what  has  occurred 
almost  annually  in  some  one  or  more  sections  of  our  State,  the 
particulars  of  which  we  have  been  unable  to  obtain.  Dr.  J.  G. 
Sarnest,  of  the  city  of  Newnan,  Coweta  county,  Oeorgia,  Idndly 
writes: 

Newnan,  Ga.,  August  30,  1875. 
J.  P.  Logan,  M.D.,  Chairman  of  Special  CommiUee  of  Slaie  Board  of 

Health: 

The  following  statement  will  cover  most  of  the  foots  in  refer- 
ence to  the  epidemic  of  small-pox  that  occurred  here  last  winter. 
I  am  Borry  that  it  has  to  be  made  without  definite  notes,  and 
jnay  be  defective  in  reference  to  one  or  two  of  the  dates. 

£arly  in  October  a  gentleman  returned  from  a  trip  to  the 
Eastern  cities,  and  in  a  few  days  was  taken  with  varioloid.  The 
attack  was  very  mild,  and  he  would  not  believe  it  to  be  a  dan- 
gerous malady.  He  was  on  the  streets,  and  saw  quite  a  number 
of  people  daily.  Soon  after  his  recovery,  his  son,  a  boy  of  twelve, 
who  was  supposed  to  have  had  varioloid  several  years  previous, 
was  attacked  with  small-pox  that  proved  confluent,  and  ended 
fatally  on  the  eleventh  or  twelfth  day.  The  next  case  was  a  man 
set  about  forty-Eve,  who  was  attacked  December  2,  with  fever, 
cephalalgia  and  violent  pain  in  the  back.  After  a  few  days  he 
had  an  eruption,  said  to  have  closely  resembled  roseola,  purple 
spots  appearing  afterward  under  the  skin.  About  this  time  he 
began  to  have  hemorrhages  from  the  mncous  membranes,  and 
died  exhausted  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  attack.  Subsequent 
events  I  think  justify  the  belief  that  this  was  one  of  those  cases 
designated  by  Sydenham  as  "  hemorrhagic  small-pox."  The  facts 
in  the  foregoing  cases  have  been  gathered  from  the  statements 
of  others.  Ten  days  (December  18)  after  the  death  of  the  last 
mentioned  case,  I  was  called  to  see  his  child,  an  infant  at  the 
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breaat,  who  tad  anffered  tbirty-six  honra  with  a  baroin^  fever. 
On  the  following  morning  n  papular  ernption  appeared  on  the- 
lips,  spreadiog  gradually  over  the  face  and  body,  until  it  coverecl 
the  entire  form.  Aa  the  eruption  came  out  the  fever  abated. 
The  eruption  was  developed  very  tegnlarly  until  the  child  was- 
euoased  -in  a  perfect  shield  from  head  to  foot,  and  died  on  the 
ointh  day. 

As  BOOH  as  the  ernption  made  its  appearance  on  the  child,  th« 
other  members  of  the  family  were  vaccinated.  The  family  was 
conatitnted  then  of  the  mother,  at  abont  thirty,  a  maiden  aant, 
eeL  forty-five,  a  boy  four  years  old  and  a  servant  girl,  (mulatto),. 
ret.  twelve  years.  They  were  vaccinated  thoroughly.  On  the 
following  day  after  the  vaccination,  however,  the  mother,  the 
maiden  aunt  and  servant  girl  were  attacked  with  fever,  headache 
and  backache.  On  the  third  day  of  the  fever  the  eruption  made 
its  appearance  on  the  mother,  coming  out  copiously  on  the  head 
and  face,  bat  very  sparsely  on  the  limbs  and  trunk.  There  was 
some  trouble  with  the  throat  when  the  secondary  fever  came  on, 
bat  not  sufficient  to  prevent  the  swallowing  of  gruel,  etc.  On  the 
ninth  day  of  the  eruption,  the  kidneys  ceased  to  act,  and  although 
remedies  were  freely  administered,  their  function  was  not  re- 
sumed. The  bladder  wau  repeatedly  examined  and  found  empty. 
The  patient  died  the  eleventh  day  after  the  eruption  made  its 
appearance,  with  symptoms  of  orEemic  poisoning.  (The  nnrse 
fitates  that  a  small  qnantity  of  urine  \\1is  passed  jnst  before  she 
expired.)  A  feature  that,  so  far  as  I  know  was  unique,  was  that 
the  ernption  contiuaed  coming  out  until  the  day  of  her  deathr 
each  day  bringing  out  a  new  instalment  of  papulte. 

The  case  of  the  maiden  aunt  need  not  be  sketched.  We  only 
notice  the  same  trouble  with  the  throat  and  kidneys  during  the 
coui'se  of  the  disease,  which  terminated  fatally  on  the  thirteenth 
day.  It  should  also  be  stated  that  on  the  day  before  her  death 
she  passed  some  blood  from  the  bowels. 

The  case  of  the  colored  girl  was  one  of  fearful  in'^rest.  The 
third  day  after  her  fever  set  in  she  had  a  few  papuln  on  the  lips 
and  cheek,  mingled  with  about  an  equal  number  of  petechice.  She 
woB  delirious  after  the  fii-st  twelve  hours,  and  did  not  entirely  re- 
gain her  cousciousness  when  the  eruption  made  its  appearancer 
nor  did  the  fever  disappear,  but  only  slightly  abated.  The  pe- 
tecbisB  enlarged,  and  formed  purple  splotches  beneath  the  skin 
that  disappeared  on  pressure.     The  papulfe  passed  into  the  cbar- 
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Acteristio  veeielw,  although  there  were  not  exoeeding  twenty  or 
thirt;  perhaps  on  her.  On  the  third  day  of  the  eruption  she 
■oommenoed  to  bleed  at  the  nose.  This  waa  followed  by  vomit- 
ing  bidod,  soon  after  she  passed  "qnite  a  qaantity  of  blood" 
(nnrse's  statement)  from  the  bladder,  and  over  a  qnart  from  the 
'towels,  dying  comatose  that  night. 

On  Jannarf  6, 1875,  an  epileptic  girl,  set.  seventeen,  was  at- 
tacked, and  died  of  conflnent  small-pox  Janoary  14 

The  little  four  year  old  boy,  belonging  to  the  first  mentioned 
family  was  promptly  affected  by  vaccination,  and  escaped  the 
'disease. 

Ont  of  the  eight  cases  bat  one  had  ever  been  vaccinated,  and 
he  alone  survived. 

Pardon  me  for  saying,  in  oonclusion,  that  I  believe  vaccina* 
iioD  to  be  a  Tiever/aHing  and  peifect  protection  from  varioia,  inhere 
it  has  been  practiced  to  compile  saturation — that  is,  until  it  will  not 
"take"  again.  I  do  not  believe  any  one  ever  had  a  amall-pox 
postnle  who  had  been  thoroughly  ajtiTrecenUy  vaccinated. 

Dr.  B.  v.  Willingham,  of  Lexington,  Oglethorpe  county,  Ga., 
fumishes  the  following:  Baring  the  pvevalence  of  small-pox  in 
January,  February,  and  March,  of  the  present  year,  he  saw  in 
Oglethorpe  county,  in  the  family  of  Mr,  W.,  thirteen  oases  of 
variola  and  varioloid,  (or  small-pox  modified  by  vaccination,) /our 
of  which  died,  neither  one  having  been  vaccinated;  the  remain- 
ing  nine  were  vaccinated  by  himself,  bat  having  been  previonsly 
exposed  to  the  contagion  of  small-pox,  developed  light  varioloid 
without  any  serious  results.  la  another  family,  in  the  same 
.neighborhood,  a  young  man  developed  genaine  small-pox,  to 
which  tea  or  twdve  persons  in  the  same  boose  were  exposed, 
bnt  being  promptly  vaccioated  no  other  case  occurred.  In 
.another  family  of  six  they  were  all  afiected  with  the  disease 
without  previous  vaccination,  five  of  whom  recovered;  the  vacci- 
nation made  by  himself  npon  one  of  the  family,  who  had  not 
developed  the  disease  when  he  was  called,  manifested  its  influence 
about  twenty-four  hours  previous  to  the  appearanoe  of  the  symp- 
toms of  small-pox — this  case  being  manifestly  modified,  while 
the  others  were  confluent  In  another  family  he  treated  seven 
■oaaes,  four  of  whom  died,  (none  being  previously  vaccinated,) 
and  the  remaining  three,  who  recovered,  were,  in  his  judgment, 
unquestionably  saved  by  the  modifying  infiaenoes  of  vaooination, 
•which  he  .instituted  in  time  to  ameliorate,  though  not  to  prevent. 
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the  disease.  The  three  who  liTed,  he  remarks,  were  sftved  aofefy- 
by  Taocination.  la  two  other  families  eleven  cases  ware  treated, 
with  only  two  deaths — vaccination  having  modified  a  portion,  the- 
namher  not  being  stated.  Among  other  facts  of  interest  stated 
by  him,  was  the  ocoorrenoe  of  two  cases  among  negroes,  aeverat 
miles  apart,  to  which  a  large  number  of  negroes  were  exposed, 
without  any  extension  of  the  disease,  donbtless  dae  to  the  gen- 
eral vaccination  he  had  performed  in  that  vicinity. 

The  disease  having  also  appeared  in  Clarke  connty,  his  servi- 
ces were  required,  and  he  informs  as  that,  in  one  family,  six  cases 
occurred  without  a  single  recovery,  none  of  whom  were  vacGiDated^ 
while  three  members  of  the  family,  who  had  been  vaccinated  and 
'  acted  as  nurses,  entirely  escaped.  In  another  family,  in  the  same 
county,  he  saw  six  oases  without  vaccination,  four  of  whom  died 
— the  nurties  having  previously  had  small-pox,  with  one  exception, 
where  thorough  vaccination  had  been  performed,  escaping  alike. 

All  of  the  above,  in  Clarke  county,  with  others  referred  to, 
but  having  no  special  interest,  he  states  as  having  originated 
from  exposure  to  the  dead  body  of  a  lady  who  had  died  of  small- 
pox, a  lai^e  number  of  |tersoDa  having  attended  the  burial  in 
ignorance  of  the  disease  with  which  she  had  died. 

Dr.  Willingbam  informa  us  that  he  has  had  several  visitationa 
of  small-pox  in  his  vicioity  in  the  course  of  his  profeBsional  life, 
durisg  which  he  had  attended  a  large  number  of  cases,  and  could 
furnish  a  long  list  if  it  were  necessary,  adding  to  the  evidence 
in  favor  of  the  protecting  power  of  vaccination.  He  states  that 
there  had  been  an  almost  entire  neglect  of  vaccination  in  some 
portions  of  the  country  to  which  he  refers,  and  urges  the  import- 
ance of  appealing  to  the  legislature  for  the  passage  of  a  law 
compelling  persons  to  have  their  children  vaccinated  at  an  early 
age- 

We  are  under  obhgationa  to  a  distinguished  gentleman,  Dr. 
Jerome  Cochran,  of  Mobile,  Alabama,  for  a  copy  of  a  hiatory  of 
the  small-pox  epidemic  in  the  city  of  Mobile,  occurring  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  1874  and  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  1875, 
from  which  we  obtain  a  nnmber  of  interesting  and  valuable  facts 
bearing  upon  the  subject  under  consideration.  He  is  unable  to 
state  with  any  accuracy  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  date  or  the 
origin  or  the  relations  of  the  first  cases  to  the  subsequent  epi- 
•  demic,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  competent  sanitary  ad- 
ministration, resulting  from  the  want  of  appreciation,  upon  the: 
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part  of  the  people  and  manioipal  aathorities  of  Mobile  of  the 
importance  of  having  the  health  of  the  city  snperviaed  hj  sani- 
tary experts,  the  Major  and  Coancil  having  repealed  their  health 
ordinance,  and  dispensed,  in  the  language  of  the  writer,  "  almost 
Gontemptnoasly  with  the  serrices  of  the  board  of  health;  and  bo 
it  happened  that  no  effort  was  made  to  extinguish  the  fires  of  in- 
fection nnttl  the  pestilence  had  swelled  into  epidemic  dimen- 
sions. At  length,  however,  when  ihe  pestilence  had  already 
gained  admission  into  every  quarter  of  the  city,  and  when  the 
danger  had  assumed  saoh  portentooB  proportions  as  to  make  it 
impossible  that  it  should  be  any  longer  overlooked,  then,  by  com- 
mon consent,  the  people  appealed  for  help  to  the  board  of  health, 
•  and  the  board  of  health,  true  to  the  unselfish  spirit  of  the  medi- 
cal profession,  placed  themselves  in  the  breach,  and  undertook 
to  suppress  the  epidemic  The  enei^tic  action  of  the  board 
of  health  met  with  appropriate  reward.  They  nndertook  to  re- 
lieve the  city  of  small-pox,  and  did  it  Let  none  think  that  it 
was  an  easy  thing  to  do.  It  has  been  attempted  often,  but  I 
know  of  no  other  instance,  in  which,  under  similar  circumstances, 
anything  like  a  similar  success  has  beed  achieved.  Often  enough 
the  first  advances  of  a  pestilence  have  been  successfully  resisted; 
but  I  know  of  no  other  instance,  in  which,  after  the  epidemic 
was  under  full  headway,  and  in  the  very  season  of  the  year  most 
favorable  for  its  rapid  progress,  it  has  been  met  and  conquered." 
He  states  that  small-pox  has  maintained  its  ground  in  New  Or- 
leans for  five  successive  years,  and  during  the  present  year  has 
prevailed  with  as  great  a  virulence  as  ever.  The  same  general 
'  fact  is  said  to  exist  also  with  r^^ard  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
he  asserts  with  the  most  positive  confidence  that  small-pox  in 
Mobile  did  not  die  out  sprmlaneoualy,  but  was  overpowered  and 
destroyed  by  agencies  that  were  adopted  and  so  energetically  and 
perseveringly  pursued  by  the  board  of  health.  These  means  in 
general  terms  were  the  vaccination  of  the  entire  population,  (a 
large  number  never  having  been  vaccinated),  and  as  the  effect 
of  vaccination  is  not  regarded  as  always  permanent,  the  board  ad- 
vised all  those  who  had  been  vaccinated  before,  to  be  revacei- 
nated.  They  adopted  such  modes  of  disinfection  as  were  known 
or  regarded  as  destructive  to  the  poison  of  small-pox,  and  by  rer 
moving  all  sufferers,  who  ooold  not  be  properly  oared  for,  to  the 
peet-house,  and  isolating  others,  they  were  enabled  to  accom- 
plish the  brilliant  results  so  triumphantly  detailed  by  the  author 
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of  this  faiatoiy,  who  wm  ftl«o  the  «xBC«tive  offleer  of  the  board, 
and  a  oooBpicaouB  actor  in  thi§  most  oreditnble  Mhievement 
Bat  tooh  opportnnitiea  for  the  exhibition  of  profeesionftl  and 
moral  heroism  are  obtained  at  too  great  expense  of  haman  Ufa. 
tt  were  far  better  to  have  a  reoord  similar  to  the  following,  found 
ID  the  Haasaobasetta  Begiatration  Report  for  1868:  "In  Ireland 
Taocination  was  made  oompolBory  in  1863.  Sinoe  that  period 
the  Irish  Poor  Law  Commissioners  boTe  carried  out  the  provia- 
ions  of  the  law,  and  the  whole  population  has  been  vaccinated. 
The  reeolts  are  seen  in  the  following  figores,  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  Irish  physicians  bars  baniahed  the  small- 
^z  from  Ireland  as  SL  Patrick  is  said  to  have  bani^ed  the 
snipes:  Whereas,  in  the  periods  1880-10,  1840-50  and  1860-60, 
the  respective  annual  average  mortalities  had  been  6,800,  3,827 
«nd  1,272,  in  the  years  1864,  1866,  1867,  1868,  they  were  864, 
847,  197,  20  and  19  reBpectively.  In  the  first  half  of  1869  the 
whole  nnmber  was  three.  The  deaths  from  small-pox  in  Ireland 
since  1866  have  been  so  few  that  it  is  fair  to  sappose  the  cases  have 
been  generally  imported  from  abroad."  Notwithstanding  the 
wonderful  protective  power  of  vaccination  in  preventing  the  oc- 
corrence  of  small-pox,  to  provide  against  the  ignorance,  negli- 
genoe  and  prejudioes  of  certain  portions  of  onr  people,  we  abonld 
not  fail  to  guard  every  avenue,  and  to  provide  against  all  possi- 
ble contingencies  bearing  upon  the  means  of  preuenfion  by  rac- 
oination,  bat  also  those  connected  with  its  extension,  when  onoe 
introduced,  as  with  all  the  possible  oare  of  legislators  and  medi- 
ical  men,  there  will  probably  be  occasions  calling  for  the  use  of 
means  directed  to  the  latter. 

Sir  James  Simpson,  of  Edinbui^b,  Scotland,  in  his  article  en- 
titled a  "  Proposal  to  Stamp  out  Small-pox  and  other  Oontagious 
Dieeaaes,"  remarks:  "In  spite  of  the  marvelous  protective  infln- 
ences  of  vaooinstion,  the  mortality  produced,  by  small-pox  in 
Oreat  Britain  is  still  very  great  and  startling.  If  in  any  one  year 
some  overwhelming  catastrophe  destroyed  all  the  living  popula- 
tion of  the  counties  of  Nairn  or  Kinross,  or  swept  away  every 
living  inhabitant  of  the  cathedral  cities  of  Lichfield,  Ripon,  or 
Wells,  or  slaughtered  four  or  five  r^ments  of  soldiers,  or 
smothered  as  many  as  five  or  six  times  the  nnmber  of  members 
of  the  Honse  of  Commons,  aoch  an  event  would  assuredly  appal 
and  terrify  the  public  and  its  gnardians,  and  the  strongest 
measures  would  no  doubt  be  called  for  with  the  view  of  prevent- 
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lug  the  recnirenoe  of  the  oatutrophe,  provided  ita  prerentioQ 
were  at  all  possible.  Is  the  mmilar  amoant  of  bnmao  slaughter 
to  which  oar  popnlation  is  oon8t<uit>y  snbjeot  by  small-pox — not 
once,  bat  continnoaaly;  not  one  year,  bai  each  year — preventibte  ? 
I  believe  that  it  is  so ;  and  I  believe  farther,  that  the  hygienic 
meaanrea  required  for  effecting  this  prevention  would  be  fonnd 
neither  specially  difficult  nor  expensive  to  the  country,  while  they 
wonld  save  annaally  hundreds,  if  not  thoasands,  of  our  popula- 
tion from  death  by  a  disease  which,  even  when  it  spares  life,  too 
often  leaves  permanent  ledons  and  a  broken  and  damaged  conati- 
tntioQ.  To  understand  the  means  to  which  I  point,  let  it  be 
premiiied  that  small-pox  is,  like  scarlet  fever,  measles,  and  hooping- 
cough,  only  a  species  of  disease  which,  as  a  general  law,  attacks 
once  in  a  lifetime,  and  is  only  propagated  from  an  infected  indi-^ 
vidnal  to  a  sosceptible  individual  by  a  apecifio  poison  generated 
in  the  course  of  the  malady,  and  transmitted  from  the  affected  to 
the  healthy:  first,  by  the  near  approach  of  the  one  to  the  other; 
secondly,  by  their  contact;  thirdly,  by  direct  inoculation;  or, 
fourthly,  by  families,  or  susceptible  individuals,  being  exposed  to 
the  vims  when  it  has  been  imbibed  into  clothes,  etc.,  with  which 
the  sick  have  been  in  contact.  We  would  no  more  expect  tiiia 
known  apeciea  of  disease,  or  poison,  to  originate  de  nooo  at  the 
present  day,  under  any  combination  of  circumstances,  than  we 
would  expect  a  known  species  of  animal  or  plant^aa  a  dog  or  a 
hawthorn — to  spring  np  de  nooo,  and  without  antecedent  parent- 
«g&"  He  states  that  the  beneficial  inflaeaoe  of  Dr.  Jenner's 
immortal  discovery  saved  from  death  from  small-pox  in  the  then 
population  in  Great  Britain  (I  believe  about  the  year  1868) 
probably  abont  eighty  thonsand  lives  yearly,  and  yet  there  were 
still  abont  five  thonsand  who  died  annually  from  this  disease  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  Some  among  these  five  thonsand  had  been 
duly  vaccinated,  and  yet  were  susceptible  of  small-pox,  after 
«ow-pox,  or  vaccinia,  just  as  persons  are  occasionally  found  sne- 
ceptible  of  a  second  attack  of  small-pox  after  they  have  passed 
through  a  previous  attack.  Others  were  found  susceptible  in 
consequence  of  the  vaccination  having  b^en  imperfectly  or  inade- 
quately performed,  bom  various  causes  whicjt  are  known  to 
professiobal  men  who  have  investigated  the  subject,  besides  a 
jiumber  who  had  escaped  any  attempt  at  vaccination  either  from 
prejudice  or  neglect,  at  who  happened  to  be  exposed  to  the  vari- 
■olons  poison  antecedent  to  the  age  at  which  vaccination  is  aaaally 
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performetL  He  admits  that,  b;  a  mor«  strict  enforoemeat  o(  the 
new  compnlsorj  laws  of  vacoiuation,  and  a  greater  amount  of 
attention  to  its  proper  peFfurmance  with  reliable  Tirns,  the  nnm- 
ber  of  the  susceptible  class  would  be  coDtinaall;  diminished. 
Bnt  believing  in  the  possibility  of  complete!;  "stamping  out  "the 
disease,  as  he  terms  it,  he  urges  upon  the  aatborities  the  import- 
ance of  Violation,  the  metbodio  temporar;  sednsion,  segregation, 
or  qaarantine,  of  those  affected  with  small-pox  tmtil  they  hav» 
completely  passed  through  the  coarse  of  the  disease  and  lost  the 
power  of  infecting  and  injnriiig  others.  That  some  individual 
privation,  inoonvenience,  and  annoyance,  woold  result  from  such 
a  forcible  measure  as  is  here  suggested  is  doubtless  true,  bat  that 
the  State  has  not  only  the  right,  for  the  public  good,  than  to  in- 
tei-fere  with  the  liberty  of  the  citizen  will,  we  presame,  be  clearly 
established  by  a  reference  to  the  simple  and  striking  illustration 
fumjahed  by  the  law,  in  all  civilized  countries,  to  which  allusion 
is  made  in  this  paper,  which  enforces  the  isolation  of  any  indi- 
vidual affected  with  insanity, — be  he  rich  or  poor, — who  is  a 
homicidal  lunatic,  endangering  the  hves  of  others. 

By  a  reference  to  the  statutes  of  the  State  of  Georgia  in  re- 
gard to  the  means  for  suppressing  small-pox,  it  is  ascertained 
that  the  legislation  is  of  a  wholly  inadequate  and  indefinite 
character,  and  any  action  whatever  upon  the  part  of  the  authori- 
ties is,  to  a  great  extent,  discretionary,  and  entrusted  to  those 
who,  from  various  obvious  causes,  are  not  likely  to  be  efficient  m 
the  administration  of  sanitary  laws.  For  the  accomplishment  of 
the  objecte  indicated  in  this  paper,  as  well  as  for  other  sanitary 
interests  of  a  vital  character,  it  would  seem  to  ns  important  to 
complete  the  legislation  of  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State,  by  which  the  State  Board  of  Health  was  established, 
by  a  provision  under  the  law,  either  directly  or  through  the 
present  board,  for  the  organization  of  county  Boards  of  Health 
throughout  the  State,  who  shall  be  auxiliary  and  subject  to  tha 
present  health  authorities,  and  be  fully  empowered  to  enforce  by 
all  legitimate  means  such  laws  as  sanitary  science  has  determined 
as  necessary  to  prevent  the  desolations  of  small-pox,  as  well  aa 
to  have  charge  of  all  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  puUic  healtb 
within  their  respective  counties.  Whether  this  or  some  other 
mode  of  securing  the  object  sought  is  adopted,  it  would  seem  to- 
be  clear  that  the  State  Board  of  Health  ought  to  be  empowered 
to  enforce  in  some  mode  (not  difficult  to  suggest)  a  thorough 
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aystem  of  Taooination,  by  experts,  thronghoat  the  State,  and  be 
permitted  to  protect  oommniiitiee,  withont  regard  to  ordinary 
priTate  rights,  in  times  of  pablio  peril,  arising  from  the  appear- 
anoe  of  the  desolating  scourge  nnder  consideration. 

That  there  are  impetfectiona,  difficnlties,  and  even  dangers, 
connected  with  Taccination,  will  be  readily  admitted  as  not  only 
necessary  to  a  candid  and  truthfal  consideration  of  this  snbject, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  defending  it  against  the  ignorance  and  ir- 
r^fnlarities  to  which  its  practice  has  been  aabjected,  thus  depriv- 
ing it  of  its  legitimate  position  as  a  perfectly  safe  and  reliable 
meaiiB.  of  preventing  small-pox,  in  the  hands  of  professional 
men,  who  should  alone  be  allowed  to  use  it.  It  ie  admitted  aa 
the  result  of  long  and  careful  observation  that  even  when  prac- 
ticed with  greatest  care,  the  protection  which  is  afforded  by  vac- 
cination against  small-pox  is,  in  many  instances,  of  a  limited 
doratioD,  the  precise  period  of  which  has  not  been  definitely  de- 
termined, but  is  estimated  by  one  of  the  most  recent  and  dis- 
tinguished writers  upon  the  subject,  (Heinrich  Curschmann, 
Zeimssen's  Encyclopedia,)  varying  from  eight  to  twelve  years,, 
and  it  is  recommended  as  necessary,  or  at  least  advisable,  to- 
secure  all  the  immunity  which  vaccination  is  capable  of  yielding, 
that  revaccination  should  be  performed  at  something  like  this 
period  throughout  life.  It  is  also  doubtless  true  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  uncertainty  connected  with  the  action  of  vaccine- 
virus,  in  furnishing  in  all  cases  a  pernmnent  protection  against 
small-pox,  has  been  due  to  the  unreliable  character  of  the  mate- 
rial used,  as  the  Fesult  of  the  process  having  fallen  into  the  hands - 
of  non-professional  persons,  who  were  incompetent  to  judge 
either  of  its  character,  effects,  or  the  proper  processes  by  which 
its  action  was  to  be  obtained,  and  who  had  no  stimulus  of  re- 
sponsibility to  secure  diligent  and  faithful  effort  for  obtaining, 
proper  results.  Mauy  peraons  suppose  themselves  to  be  pro- 
tected by  vaccination  who  have  never  been  under  its  influence  at- 
all,  and  many  others  having  been  only  partially  affected  by  an- 
iinperfect  vaccination  with  even  good  virus,  have  had  their  sos- 
ceptibihty  to  small-pox  only  partially  removed,  and  are  liable  oa 
exposure  to  contract  varioloid,  and,  though  escaping  with  their 
own  lives,  become  the  source  of  the  propagation  and  perpetua- 
tion of  the  disease.  The  author  just  referred  to,  remarks  that  he 
ascertained  to  his  entire  satisfaction,  with  regard  to  one  thoos- 
sod  small-pox  patients  whom  he  examined  with  reference  to  this 
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point,  that  althongh  they  had  been  vaociiut«d,  it  had  been  done 
either  improperly  or  too  long  before  the  date  of  the  attack;  not 
a  single  one  coming  np  to  the  standard  of  a  thorough  and  effect- 
ive vaccination. 

Besides  the  admitted  anoertainties  eonnected  with  Taccina- 
^on  as  practiced  by  the  people  themselves,  arising  from  perfectly 
obvioos  causes,  and  the  want  of  absolately  permanent  resnlta  in 
every  case,  even  where  the  vaccine  vims  has  been  pore  and  the 
process  practiced  by  an  expert,  we  will  acknowledge  that  many 
.persons  have  been  poisoned  by  the  nee,  in  ignorant  or  cardess 
hands,  of  foal  and  decomposing  animal  matter,  under  the  name 
of  vaccine  vims;  and  that  after  a  long  discussion  the  weight  of 
«Tidence  seems  of  late  to  be  in  favor  of  the  poesible  transmission 
in  rare  cases  of  some  other  disease  by  the  nse  of  vims  obtained 
from  unhealthy  persons. 

When  we  compare  the  myriads  of  persons  who  have  been 
vaccinated  withoot  any  injorioos  results  whatever,  and  who  have 
thus  been  furnished  with  a  perfect  immunity  against  small-pox, 
with  the  small  nnmber  in  whom  there  is  even  a  suspicion  of 
having  been  injured  thereby,  we  should  only  be  stimulated  to  a 
more  thorough  investigation  of  the  individuals  and  the  cansea  of 
snch  exceptional  /nanifestiona,  rather  than  to  allow  this  infinite 
boon  to  hnmanity  to  be  in  any  degree  invalidated  as  regards  not 
only  its  inestimable  value,  bnt  its  essential  safety.  Indeed,  the 
possible  transmission  of  this  disease  under  such  circumstances 
has  only  been  established  in  regard  to  a  single  one,  and  with 
reference  to  this,  it  is  well  understood  by  medical  men  that  suoh 
an  accident  would  almost  invariably  resnlt  from  ignorance  or 
carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  operator.  In  connection  with 
this  subject  we  cannot  too  strongly  suggest  the  neceseity  of  urg- 
ing upon  our  legislators  the  vital  importance  of  establishing  and 
maintaining  some  more  efScient  means  than  that  now  in  opera- 
tion for  supplying  the  State  with  vaccine  virus  known  to  be  reli- 
able, and  for  the  purity  of  which  some  one  could  be  held  respon- 
sible. Under  the  direction  of  intelligent  County  Boards  of 
Health  a  large  part  of  the  work  left  undone  by  the  carelessness 
or  prejudices  of  the  people  in  this  particular  coald  be  accom- 
plished in  each  locality  coming  under  their  supervision,  provided 
they  could  be  at  all  times  supplied  with  pure  virus,  through  a 
competent  medical  man  at  the  seat  of  government;  and  in  oar 
judgment  no  more  judicious  or  humane  legislation  could  be 
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adopted  than  a  liberal  appropriation  of  the  people's  money  for 
an  ample  eapply  of  this  ineetimable  material,  throogh  each  an 
agency  as  that  Bnggested,  to  be  distriboted  to  Connty  Boarda 
gTatnitooBly,  and  to  which  the  medical  profesaion  in  the  State 
could  look  as  a  reliable  source  for  a  supply  in  any  emergency. 
'We  have  no  means  of  forming  even  aa  approximate  estimate, 
from  reliable  data,  of  the  number  of  unvaocinated  persons  in  the 
State  of  Georgia,  but  we  think  it  can  be  no  exaggeration  to- 
affirm  that  at  least  one-half  of  the  entire  popnlation  is  thus  un- 
protected; and  if  we  were  to  draw  our  inferences  from  facts  in 
certain  localities  where  small-pox  baa  prevailed,  even  this  pro- 
portion of  protected  persons  might,  with  good  reason,  be  reduced 
one-half. 

There  are  many  interesting  and  important  details  involving 
vital  questions,  and  most  intimately  connected  with  the  practical 
execution  of  the  plans  suggested:  such  as  the  relations  of  small- 
pox to  the  season  of  the  year;  the  comparative  mortality  of  whites 
and  blacks;  the  special  means  of  disinfection;  the  vaccination  of 
infants;  the  comparative  value  of  humanized  and  bovine  virus, 
and  of  the  different  modes  of  preserving  it  and  inserting  it;  and 
many  others,  which  would  properly  come  under  consideration,  and 
could  not  be  ignored  in  a  strictly  professional  paper,  but  which 
would  notbeappropriateto  the  present  occasion,x)r  to  the  objects 
sought  to  be  attained,  and  are  therefore  left  untouched.  There 
are  other  omissions,  however,  which  we  very  much  regret  that 
we  have  not  been  able  to  supply,  in  the  way  of  slatistics,  showing 
the  absolute  mortality  from  amall-pox  in  the  State,  even  in  epi- 
demics or  outbreaks  of  the  disease  within  the  last  year,  and  we 
specially  regret  the  absence  of  statistics  exhibiting  the  very  large 
proportion  of  persons  in  Georgia  who  are  believed  to  be  entirely 
unprotected  by  vaocination.  In  either  case,  however,  we  have 
sufficient  evidence  to  establish  the  imperative  importance  of  early 
and  decided  legislation  to  secure  large  numbers  of  oar  people 
from  this  dreaded  pestilence,  and  to  make  the  accomplishment 
of  thiB  end  one  of  the  most  important  present  objects  of  this 
board,  securing  which,  and  its  beneficent  results  running  down 
the  years  that  are  to  come,  it  will  ei'ecl  for  itself  a  monument 
more  enduring  than  brass  or  stone. 

J.  P.  liOOAN,  M.D., 
H.  H.Caiiltok,  M.D., 
G.  F.  CooPEE,  M.D., 

CommUtee. 


b,Coo*^lc 


42G  ATLANTA  MEDICAL  AND  SVB&WAL  JOURNAL. 

•  BEUASE8  05  THE  OTJSABILITT  OF  INFLAMUATION. 

Bi  L.  A.  DVatM.  M.D.,  i>t  AuouRi. 

Read  b^on  On  Library  and  Mtdieat  Atsteialion  of  Arigu^a,   Qa. 

What  U  ivflammationf  If  we  look  to  ErichssD  for  a  reply, 
we  find  that "  the  etndy  of  the  mflammatorj  process  is  one  of 
the  most  complex  and  difficult  on  which  ttie  anrgeon  can  enter; 
but  the  labor  required  to  master  its  details  is  well  bestowed,  in- 
semnch  as  an  acquaintance  with  its  nature,  symptoms,  and  pro- 
cess, gives  an  insight  into  a  greater  part  of  the  science  of  surgery." 
He  then  adds:  "Yet,  as  the  discussion  of  this  subject  belongs 
rather  to  the  domain  of  general  pathology  than  to  that  of  prac- 
tical surgery,  it  cannot  consiateotly  be  entered  upon  here."  (P. 
87.  Am.  ed.,  1869.) 

Turn  to  Gross,  (p.  49,  1873,)  and  yon  find  that  "inflamma- 
tion may  be  defined  to  be  a  perverted  action  of  the  capillary  ves- 
sels of  a  part,  attended  with  discoloration,  pain,  heat,  swelling, 
and  disordered  fnnution,  with  a  tendency  to  effusion,  deposits,  or 
new  products.  In  addition  to  these  changes,  there  is  also  an 
altered  condition  of  the  blood  and  nervoas  finid  as  an  important 
element  of  the  morbid  process.  In  what  inflammation  essentially 
consists,  it  is  as  impossible  to  determine  as  it  is  to  explain  th« 
intimate  character  of  attraction,  repulsion,  gravitation,  or  co- 
hesion." 

Hear  Ashhnrst:  "  Authors,  though  differing  as  to  the  proper 
explanation  to  be  given  of  many  of  the  phenomena  of  inflanuna- 
tion,  are,  I  think,  generally  agreed  that  those  phenomena  are 
mere  modifications  of  the  phenomena  of  natural  textural  life." 
{P.  34.) 

It  is  not  necessary  to  multiply  references  to  aathorities,  for 
this  would  be  simply  to  make  confusion  worse  confounded.  No 
attempt  at  a  mere  definition  of  inflammation  can  be  successful 
We  must  first  recognize  and  study  the  fundamental  physiological 
functions  of  the  body;  that  is  to  say,  innervation,  capillary  circu- 
lation, nutrition,  and  Secretion,  and  we  shall  find  that  inflammation 
always  involves  a  deviation  from  the  normal  condition  of  every 
one  of  these  functions.  While  there  may  be  lesions  of  either  ot 
these  functions,  or  of  several  of  them,  without  inflammation,  this 
atioays  exists  when  the  whole  are  affected.  And  yet  inflammations 
^re  not  always  alike ;  they  differ  infinitely,  according  to  tkeir  oaose 
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fuid  to  the  strnctuTe  iovaded.  Inflammatory  affections,  so-c&lled, 
are  therefore  as  namerona  and  as  Tarions  as  the  diseaaea  claeaed 
onder  tbiB  head.  No  two  are  alike  in  their  ramifications,  nor  in 
their  history.  They  differ  in  causation,  io  eymptoms,  in  duration, 
in  terminations,  and  in  onrability.  They  are,  therefore,  strictly 
apeaking,  entitiee,  and  shonld  be  more  generally  admitted  to  be 
so.  If  this  general  assent  could  prevail  we  might  dispense  with 
the  word  inflammation,  and  allow  each  entity,  or  disease,  to  be 
jndged  and  treated  according  to  its  own  or  indiridnal  peculiarities. 
But  the  word  has  been  bo  long  in  use,  and  is  so  intimately  inter- 
woven with  oar  facts,  as  well  as  theories,  that  we  may  not  expect 
to  see  it  set  aside  in  our  generation,  nor  probably  in  Beveral  more 
of  them.  With  this  explanation  I  will  continue  its  nse  as  a  matter 
of  conTenience  wheDever  it  answers  the  parpose. 

Is  inflammation  curable  f — This  may  impress  some  as  a  ridica- 
lons  qoestion,  for  it  is  in  striking  contrast  with  the  dagmatdc 
ileclarations  of  every  period  of  the  history  of  medicine.  To  in- 
timate any  doabt  as  to  the  efficacy  of  the  modes  of  treatment 
advocated  by  leading  men  from  Hippocrates  to  Bronssais,  would 
seem  to  be  as  preposterous  in  medicine  as  heresy  is  in  theology. 
And  yet  the  extravagancies  of  Bronssais  aronsed  a  spirit  of  in- 
quiry so  potent  that  he  lived  to  see  his  favorite  dogmas,  first 
doubted,  and  then  almost  ananimously  discarded  by  the  profes- 
sion. His  hobby,  that,  by  depletion,  all  inflammations  could  be 
readily  "removed,"  has  now  become  obsolete,  and  every  on© 
Icnows  that  yon  may  draw  blood  ad  deliquum  animi  without  caus- 
ing a  mere  pimple  upon  the  face,  and  that  the  same  inefficiency 
attaches  to  any  other  form  of  antiphlogistic  treatment  I  wish 
it  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  I  use  the  terra,  cured  in  its  strict 
sense;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  inflammatory  process  was  then 
found  to  pursue  the  even  tenor  of  its  way  in  despite  of  any  known 
form  of  treatment. 

As  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  at  the  seat  of  war,  whilst  it 
progressed  most  furiously  between  the  friends  and  adversaries  of 
the  Broussaisian  school,  I  bad  abundant  opportunities  to  verify 
the  claims  of  the  respective  parties,  and  became  satisfied  that 
the  victory  was  with  the  opposition,  and  that  inflammation  could 
Dot  be  cured  by  antiphl<^tics,  nor  by  any  other  plan  of  treatment 
then  known.  'Whenever  the  inflammation  was  upon  the  surface, 
BO  as  to  be  seen  in  its  various  stages,  it  was  never  arrested  by 
treatment,  but  run  its  peculiar- regular  course  to  resolution,  or  to 
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some  oUier  of  its  uonBtomed  terminations.  Sach  being  tbe  caae 
with  regard  to  ioflammationB  Bsbjected  to  ocalar  inspection,  we 
conld  not  reasonably  sappose  different  reanlta  in  the  progress  of 
inflammations  affecting  internal  organs. 

Snch  are  the  doctrines  I  continued  to  teach  nntil  about  ten 
years  ago;  and  the  object  of  this  paper  is  to  laj  before  yon  how 
my  views  have  audergone  a  change. 

As  far  back  as  the  introduction  of  quinine  in  the  treatment 
of  our  malarial  fevers,  which  were  then  considered  inflammatory, 
and  treated  as  snch,  I  was  forcibly  impressed  by  the  prompt  and 
certain  arrest  of  the  disease  by  this  wonderful  agent.  Coald  it 
be  that  quinine  arrested  inflammation  ?  Or  had  we  been  in  error 
.  with  regard  to  the  pathology  of  our  fevers?  The  organs  appar- 
ently implicated  were  out  of  sight,  and  we  might  have  mistaken 
hypersemia  for  inflammation.  I  became  convinced  that  such  was 
the  fact,  aiid  the  efBcacy  of  quinine  was  to  be  found  in  its  effects 
upon  the  nervous  system,  the  blood,  and  the  capillary  circulation 
in  general,  thus  bringing  aboat  an  equalization  of  circulation 
and  relief  of  congestion,  not  injktmmaiion.  There  is  no  ladt  of 
evidence  that  by  the  timely  use  of  quinine,  we  m&y  prevent  the 
development  of  inflammation  in  cases  in  which  this  would  prob- 
ably have  occurred  without  it.  We  hare  also  strong  reasons  for 
believing  that  quinine  may  modify  the  progress  of  inflammatory 
action  after  its  occurrence;  but  I  have  yet  to  see  a  case,  in  which 
inflammation  once  set  up,  has  been  "  juf^nlated  "  by  quinine.  It 
is  true  that  quinine  exerts  a  most  beneficial  effect  upon  pneu- 
monia and  dysentery,  as  they  prevail  in  this  seotion  of  tbe  coun- 
try, and  that  it  is  nearly  onr  sheet  anchor  in  these  affections. 
Bat  this  is  so  becjinse  our  forms  of  pneumonia  aud  dysentery, 
especially  when  epidemic,  are  almost  invariably  mixed  with 
malarial  or  paroxysmal  fever,  which  readily  yields  to  quinine,  and 
leaves  the  iDflummatory  complication  to  subside  more  or  less  un- 
der judicious  management. 

About  ten  years  ago  I  found  that  by  applying  the  tincture  of 
iodine  to  a  feruncle  the  progress  of  inflammation  was  arrested, 
and  was  terminated  by  resolution.  Repeated  tiials  were  attended 
with  similar  results.  If  applied  even  so  late  as  the  formation  of  the 
core,  the  pain  would  cease,  the  swelling  would  subside,  and  tbe 
core  would  come  away  in  due  time.  Yon  know  that  fernncles 
are  of  two  kinds,  the  one  simple  and  the  other  preceded  by  a  vesi- 
cle, and  therefore  called  the  vesicular.     From  tbe  resemblance  o£ 
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the  latter  form  to  carbuncles,  I  formerly  deeiguAted  tbem  as  car- 
buncitlar  feruncles,  but  now  prefer  to  call  them  tieniv.ular  fervnclen, 
because  this  indicates  their  anatomical  peculiarity.  Moreover, 
carbuncles  never  begin  with  a  vesicle.  Vesicular  feruncles  are 
mucb  more  olow,  painful  and  extensive  than  simple  fti'uacles, 
and  when  they  occur  on  the  Lack  of  the  neck  they  aie  frequently 
mistaken  for  cnrbuticks.  If  you  will  closely  examine  them  ia 
the  initial  stage,  you  will  scarcely  ever  fail  to  detect  a  vesiclfr 
about  the  size  of  a  pin  head,  attended  with  itching,  and  snbae- 
quently  with  tumefaction  and  pain.  The  vesicle  is  soon  rubbed 
away  by  attempts  to  relieve  the  itching.  The  vesicle  does  not 
reappear,  but  the  inflummation  extends  through  the  skin  into  the 
subjacent  tissue,  terminating  in  snppuration  and  sloughing. 

Now  if  you  api>ly  the  tincture  of  iodine  to  such  cases,  in  any 
stage,  yoQ  may  eufely  expect  to  put  a  stop  to  any  further  inflam- 
matory action.  Both  pain  and  tumefaction  will  readily  subside, 
and  tbe  trj'ing  u^e  of  the  knife  be  obviated. 

I  have  never  had  an  opportunity  to  test  tbe  efficacy  of  this 
treatment  in  genuine  carbuncle,  but  am  strongly  disposed  to 
think  it  might  be  equally  beneficial  as  it  is  in  feruncles. 

But  a  much  more  useful  application  of  this  treatment  is  to  be 
found  in  erysipelas,  especially  when  consequent  upon  traumatic 
causes.  The  relief  in  such  cases  ia  sometimes  so  prompt  as  to 
partake  of  the  marvellous.  The  last  case  I  treated  was  that  of  a 
man  who  bad  sastained  an  injury  to  one  of  his  fingers,  and  came 
to  me  with  the  whole  band  greatly  swollen,  red  and  painful,  with 
rapidly  spreading  erysipelas.  I  immediately  gave  the  entire  red 
surface  a  thorough  painting  with  tincture  of  iodine,  and  advised 
its  repetition  in  six  and  twelve  hours.  He  visited  me  after  the 
third  painting,  and  I  found  the  tumefaction  much  reduced,  no 
pain,  no  tendency  to  spread,  and  every  indication  of  the  rapid 
subsidence  of  tbe  difeaxe.  He  was  now  advised  to  use  the  ap- 
plication only  morning  and  night,  and  was  well  in  a  few  days. 
This  plan  of  treatment  may  be  regarded  aa  specific,  when  re- 
sorted to  sufficiently  early  and  in  the  proper  way. 

For  feruncles  and  erysipelas,  I  usually  direct  the  painting  to 
be  effectually  done  morning  and  night — in  bad  cases  three  times 
a  day — and  gradually  discontinued  as  tbe  disease  disappears. 

In  the  Bub-caticutar  and  sub-cutaneous  forms  of  whitlow,  I 
have  found  tbe  tinctnre  of  iodine  sometimes  beneficial,  but  not 
BO  in  tbe  thecal  and  periosteal  varieties.     For  buboes,  whether 
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Bypbilitic  or  otherwise,  I  have  no  reason  to  think  it  perverts  or 
lessettB  the  tendeuc;  to  snppuration.  Indeed  I  am  rather  dis- 
puBed  to  think  I  have  seen  snppnrstion  oftener  when  it  was  need 
than  when  I  resorted  to  other  eipedientB.  This  may  appear  sin- 
^'iilar  when  we  remember  bow  valuable  an  agent  the  tinctore  is 
in  dispersing  Bome  of  the  chronic  eDlar<;ements  of  lymphatic 
gltknds. 

We  have  endeavored  to  domonstriite; 

1.  Thut  no  d'-Jtniiion  of  the  word  inditnimatioa  hitherto  pro- 
posed is  sat isf factory. 

2.  Thut  the  so-called  inflampnation  is  a  radical  perturbation 
of  the  fundamental  physiologicHl  fiiuctiuus,  which  varies  accord- 
ing to  ita  caui^e  and  the  tissues  involved. 

3.  That  iiiflammations  Bhould  be  regi-rdcd  and  treated  as  en- 
tities or  distinct  diseases. 

4.  That  at  one  time  it  was  gt-nunilly  conceded  th^tt  iufldtunia- 
tory  affections  were  curable. 

5.  That  the  nltraism  of  Broussais  instigated  a  epirit  of  in- 
quiry, which  resulted  in  tlie  conviction  that  no  treatment  then 
known  could  be  said  strictly  to  cure  or  to  arrest  the  regular  pro- 
gress of  inflammatory  action. 

6.  That  this  conviction  became,  with  me,  somcwbat  shaken 
by  the  introduction  of  quinine. 

7.  And  finally,  that  it  was  demonstrated  beyond  doubt  that 
8ome  of  the  forms  of  infiammatiou  may  be  effectually  arrested 
by  the  application  of  tincture  of  iodine  to  the  affected  locality. 

It  has  been  wisely  stated  that  there  is  nothing  new  under  the 
sou,  and  I  shall  therefore  not  lay  claims  to  originality  which 
might  be  controverted  by  the  more  erudite;  but  I  most  say  that 
my  first  use  of  tincture  of  iodine,  as  above  narrated,  was  not  in- 
Btigated  by  knowledge  derived  from  others.  If  others  did  the 
eame  before,  I  was  not  aware  of  the  fact.  I  havu  ventured  to 
place  this  paper  at  your  disiwsal  because  I  regard  the  discoverj-, 
by  whomsoever  made,  of  the  fact  that  some  forms  of  inflamma- 
tion are  undoubtedly  curable,  as  one  of  the  utmost  importance. 
It  not  only  corrects  one  of  the  convictions  of  the  learned,  but 
must  lead  to  farther  discoveries  in  the  Bame  direction.  As  one 
step  in  advance  is  only  the  precursor  of  others,  let  us  redouble 
our  exertions,  in  the  hope  thut  some  one  among  ns  may  have  the 
honor  of  conti-ibuting  the  next  fucL 
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DRY  cuppma. 

Bt  b.  h.  washikoton,  u.d. 

In  the  October  number  of  your  JonasAL,  J  Dotice  a  few  com- 
TuentB  on  my  article  on  dry  capping  in  the  May  number.  The 
writer  saya:  "It  is  also  true  that  Dr.  Waehiiigton  in  bis  paper 
QQ  phlegmasia  dolene,  has  told  ua  that  dry  cupping  on  the  spinal 
column  would  relas  the  rigid  os  and  external  parts,  while  it 
would  bring  on  contractions  of  the  fundus  ;  but  without  some 
further  explanations  as  to  how  this  was  probably  accomplished, 
his  views  might  be  considered,  as  a  medical  friend  expressed  it 
to  me,  while  discussing  the  article,  '  too  fine  spun.' " 

I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  suggest  that  the  proper  question 
for  discussion  was  a  question  of  fact,  and  not  of  theory.  If  my 
stiitement  that  women  could  have  their  sufiurings  shortened  by 
using  dry  cupping  on  the  spinal  column,  in  such  a  mauner  as 
hrst  to  produce  relaxation  of  thejoe  uteri,  and  contraction  of  the 
fundus,  was  true,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  importance  whether  any 
mortal  on  earth  ever  does  understand  how  it  can  be  done. 

Facts  and  explanations  are  two  rery  different  things.  The 
first  will  bear  the  severest. scrutiny,  and  the  last  will  not  bear  auy 
searching  investigation,  for  it  is  safe  to  say  that  not  a  single  one 
of  the  phenomena  of  nature  bos  ever  been  explained,  when 
thoroughly  sifted,  the  explanation  will  always  be  found  to  be  a 
restatement  of  facts  in  other  words,  and  yet  we  deceive  ourselves 
by  fanciful  explanations  constantly.  To  say  that  an  apple  foils 
to  the  ground  because  of  the  attraction  of  gravitation,  is  no  ex- 
planation as  to  how  or  why  the  earth  does  attract  the  apple.  It 
is  simply  that  the  apple  falls  downward  because  it  is  drawn  down- 
wards. 

The  facts  stated  can  be  easily  verified  by  any  one  not  disposed 
to  take  Fi'of.  Tenner's  corroboration  of  my  statement,  and  Or. 
Hunter's  confirmatory  statement. 

Fact  I.  D17  cupping  will  partially  paralyze  the  muscles  of 
the  arm,  so  ns  to  make  them  feel  heavy  if  ruised  to  the  face. 

Fact  2.  Dry  cnpping  will  partially  paralyze  the  muscles  con- 
cerned in  a  dislocation  of  the  humerus,  so  aa  to  allow  of  redac- 
tion with  ease,  and  almost  without  pain. 

Fact  3.  Dry  cnpping  will  make  the  uterus  contract.  Let  any 
one  try  it  ten  or  twelve  hours  after  delivery,  and  he  can  soon 
tiatisjy  himself. 
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Fact  i.  Contraction  is  the  natural  function  of  the  fundus 
nt«ri.     No  one  to  dispute. 

Fact  5.  Expansion,  the  natural  function  of  the  os  nteri.  Ho 
one  to  diepate. 

Fact  6.  Dry  cupping  applied  for  five  to  ten  minutes  on  the 
lower  (sacral)  portion  of  the  spinal  column  will  produce  relaxa- 
tion of  the  OS  ateri  and  external  parts.  Any  one  can  test  this  in 
ft  suitable  case.  , 

Fact  7.  Dry  cupping  neit  applied  (while  the  lower  cup  ia 
still  on)  above  the  first  cup  will  produce  contraction  of  the  fun- 
dus uteri,  and  that  often  so  as  to  secure  delivery  in  even  less  than 
thirty  minutes.  Now  here  are  seven  facts  substantiated  by  three 
witnesses  (whose  testimony  would  send  any  man  to  the  peniten- 
tiary) on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  side  an  inability  to  nnder- 
stand  how  these  can  be  explained;  and  yet  hundreds  of  physi- 
cians will  refuse  to  try  a  remedy  because  they  cannot  understand 
how  the  fact  is  to  be  accomplished.  To  grapple  with  the  real 
question  of  life,  not  a  single  soul  of  such  doubters  knows  any 
more  of  "  the  way  of  a  man  with  a  maid  "  than  old  Solomon  did, 
and  I  must  insist  that  to  be  logically  consistent,  such  men  ought 
to  have  separate  beds  from  their  wives,  until  fhey  can  clearly  ex- 
plain the  origin  of  life  without  restating  the  fact  in  different 
words.  And  yet  there  is  not  a  single  soal  of  them  who  will  hes- 
itate to  get  bis  wife  into  trouble,  though  he  does  not  understand 
how  it  is  accomplished,  and  then  claim  to  be  a  wise  medical  phi- 
losopher, because  he  refuses  to  get  his  wife  out  of  trouble,  by  the 
nsc  of  a  remedial  agent,  whose  action  he  cannot  explain.  A  Sg 
for  such  wisdom,  and  such  consistency. 

I  stated  that  the  exposition  of  natural  phenomena  are  merely 
Testatements  of  the  same  facts  in  dififerent  words.  Now  let  na 
examine  a  little  more  closely.  My  statement  of  facts  was  that 
the  natural  function  of  the  fundus  uteri  was  to  contract,  and  of 
fhe  OS  to  expand,  and  that  dry  cnpping  could  accomplish  both 
retnlts.  Now  let  us  fake  up  the  exposition  brought  up  in  eluci- 
dation of  the  above  dark  statements. 

The  writer  says :  "  Hence  as  the  cervix  and  vaginal  canals  are 
largely  supplied  from  the  cerebro-spinal,  and  the  external  vaginal 
and  perineal  mnscles  wholly  supplied  from  it,  while  the  fundus 
of  the  gravid  uterus  is  almost  or  entirely  nnder  the  influence  of 
the  S3  m  pat  he  tic,  we  can  easily  see  how  aneesthesia  would  not  in- 
terfile with  the  contractions  of  the  uterus,  unless  long  continued,. 
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while  it  would  caase  relaxation  of  the  cervix  and  external  gen- 
itals." 

Now  those  nerves  referred  to  are  merely  the  means  by  which 
the  fanctions,  to  whiiih  I  referred,  are  to  be  performed,  and  no 
«ne  can  really  nnderstand  any  better  than  before  how  dry  cup- 
ping can  cause  contraction  and  expansion  at  the  samo  time,  or 
Low  anaesthetics  can  allow  both  processes  to  go  on  at  the  same 
time. 

To  say  that  opium  lulls  to  sleep  is  a  broad  prop>jeition,  with- 
out reference  to  any  specific  part  of  the  system,  and  when  we 
enquire  why  does  opium  loll  to  sleep,  instead  of  the  reverse,  or 
haw  it  influences  the  system,  we  do  not  know  any  more  than  be- 
fore. 'U'ben  we  say  that  it  is  done  through  the  medium  of  its 
influence  on  the  nervous  system,  and  though  we  may  have  every 
line  of  G-ray  and  Carpenter  on  the  nervous  system  committed  to 
memory,  still  we  could  not  grapple  with  the  real  question  how. 

During  the  first  chemical  lecture  I  heard  from  Professor 
-  Proost,  he  turned  litmus  paper  red  by  sulphuric  acid.  After  the 
lecture  was  over,  thinking  all  wisdom  was  in  his  enormous  brain, 
I  asked  him  very  politely,  "  Dr.  will  you  be  kind  enough  to  ex- 
plain to  me  bow  and  why  that  acid  changed  the  blue  to  a  red?" 
"Because  it  is  the  property  of  such  acid  to  turn  vegetable  blues 
to  a  red,"  was  his  answer.  "Yes,  that  may  be  so,  but  it  is  a  fact 
and  not  an  explanation  of  a  fact.  I  want  to  know  how  and  why 
that  acid  turned  the  fluid  red  f  "  Because  it  is  a  property  of 
acid  to  turn  vegetable  blues  to  a  red,"  replied  he,  and  he  looked 
at  me  in  wild  astonishment  at  my  dullness. 

Though  knowing  that'  do  natural  phenomena  can  really  be 
'explained,  I  have  followed  the  fashion  of  medical  writers,  and 
given  a  long  article  to  the  Confederate  States  Medical  Journal, 
in  which  I  took  Dr.  F.  C:tmpbell's  work  on  the  nervous  system, 
and  gave  the  beet  explauaiiou  I  could,  secumdum  artem;  but  am 
eorry  to  say  that  the  most  diligent  search  lius  not  enabled  me  to 
find  a  file  containiug  the  article.  In  thu.t  article  I  claimed  that 
.dry  cupping  was  an  exoi  to -secretory  remedial  agent,  as  well  as 
an  excito-motor,  and  thereby  became  a  most  extraordinary  al- 
terittive.  The  cure  of  a  case  of  tetter  of  thirty  years  standing, 
for  which  forty  doctors  had  prescribed  in  vain,  by  dry  cupping 
alone,  and  another  case  of  twenty  years  standing  was  stated;  but 
after  all  my  exposition,  the  grand  ultimate  question  how  was  left 
nnexplained.  The  proximitte  explanations  about  the  nervous  sys- 
tem were  mode  plain  enough. 
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Daring  tbe  war  &  Soldier  was  dieohor^d  from  the  army  for 
perfect  paralysis  of  the  arm  from  ganshot  wound,  and  this  par- 
alyeis  bad  existed  for  months.  So  far  as  known  to  tbe  writer,  there 
is  not  a  single  anrgical  work  which  would  have  justified  anj  scr- 
geon  in  saying  be  could  cure  the  paralysia  Liniments  wer& 
useless,  and  there  was  not  an  agent  known  which  would  reach 
the  case.  Nevertheless  tbe  case  was  oured  by  dry  cnpping  alone, 
and  the  fact  that  be  was  paralyzed  and  cured,  can  be  substaa- 
tiated  by  probably  one  bandred  living  witnesses  here  in  Augusta. 

Suppose,  now,  I  arrange  my  explanation  aecwmdum  arii'.m, 
and  affirm  that  dry  capping  excited  the  absorbent  TeBsels  to  take 
up  tbe  interstitial  depoBits,  which  had  kept  the  ends  of  the 
nerves  separated,  and  stimulated  the  nerves  to  healthy  action,  so 
that  new  matter  was  deposited  snfficient  to  fill  up  the  space, 
and  allow  nervous  communication  to  be  resnmed.  No  one  really 
knows  how  tbe  core  was  accomplished  any  better  than  be  would 
known  upon  a  simple  affirmation  that  the  man  was  cured. 

Tbe  important  question  for  consideration  is  whether  it  is  a 
ftict  that  dry  cnpping  will  influence  uterine  action,  nut  whether 
wa  can  understand  hovi  it  inflnences  uterine  action,  and  as  it  ia 
a  question  of  fact,  I  refer  all  parties  interested  to  Professor  Bow- 
ling, who  noticed  Dr.  Hunter's  discovery,  and  showed  that  I  bad 
anticipated  him,  and  made  it  known  through  the  pages  of  his 
own  Journal,  and  whenever  I  can  get  time,  I  will  find,  at  the 
medical  library.  Professor  Tenner's  report  of  a  case  in  bis  own 
practice,  in  which  be  relieved  a  woman  in  thirty  minutes,  wbo- 
had  been  sufTering  thirty  hours,  and  send  it  to  yon.  I  must  say 
I  candidly  think  any  man,  who  will  let  a  woman  suffer  many 
honrs  because  be  cannot  understand  how  she  can  be  relieved, 
ought  to  be  censurved  by  all  those  whose  lives  are  devoted  to 
the  relief  of  sufi'ering  humanity. 


DESOEIPTIOH  or  A  SEW  POOKET  CASE  FOR  PHYBIOIAUS. 

CoiiaimngaKew  Hypodermic  Syrinee  and  Needle,  witli  a  few  Bemaiks' 

Ckinoeming  Uie  use  of  the  Latter. 

Bl  VILLUH  A.  OBEEHE,  U.D.,  of  Uhricus,  Oi. 

I  have  recently  devised  a  Pocket  Medical  Case,  which  I  con- 
sider far  superior  to  anything  of  the  kind  hitherto  manufactured. 
A  brief  description  of  it  will  readily  show  its  advantages  and 
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conVeixience.  The  case  is  six  iocheH  long,  three  inches  wide,  and 
two  and  one-half  inches  thick,  made  of  the  beet  material,  and- 
lined  with  blue  silk  velvet,  pteeenting  a  very  neat  appearance  and 
easil;  carried  in  the  pocket. 

It  has  a  lower  and  upper  department,  openini;  in  the  center, 
and  containing  equal  space  for  ita  contents.  In  the  lid,  or  opper 
department,  you  have,  first,  a  pocket  thermometer,  self- register- 
ing, contained  in  a  strong  and  neat  vulcanized  rubber  case, 
perfectly  coiTect  and  wai'ranted  in  all  respecte.  Every  intelligent 
physician  of  the  day  confesses  this  instrument  almost  indispens- 
able, and  shuuid  always  bo  in  hand.     Next,  a  bypodermic  syringe 


of  the  most  approved  and  modem  mannfactare;  in  fact,  the  best 
in  use  and  only  one  worth  having,  and  I  think  bas  decided  ad- 
vantages over  others,  which  consist  in  the  peculiar  construction 
of  this  instniment.  It  has  a  niekle-plated  encasement,  fenestrated 
on  both  sides,  on  which  the  taps  at  both  ends  screw,  contained 
in  which  is  the  glass  cylinder  accurately  registered  for  thirty 
minims,  and  so  arr|tnged  with  washers  at  both  ends  in  contact 
with  this  glass  cylinder  as,  when  the  taps  are  screwed  on  closely, 
it  is  impossible  to  leak,  or  for  a  particle  of  the  finid  to  escape, 
except  through  the  needle  or  point.  Every  one  knows  that  those 
fastened  with  sealing-was,  cement,  or  anything  of  the  kind,  are 
constantly  getting  out  of  fix,  and  consequently  very  annoying — 
especially  when  a  patient  is  suffering  and  pleading  for  rtiief. 
Many,  no  donbt,  are  the  "  cuss  words  "  that  have  escaped  the  lips 
of  the  unchanged  doctor,  and  profane  thoughts  that  have  tra- 
versed the  brain  of  tbe  more  settled  and  would-be  pious  M.D. 
on  this  account.  The  double  fenestratem  admits  the  light  from 
both  sides,  and  yon  have  no  trouble  in  seeing  what  yon  are  do- 
ing, either  with  dim  gas  or  dim  lights.  While  these  are  great 
advantages,  I  have  recently  devised  still  greater,  as  every  patient 
will  testify  who,  unfortunately,  requires  to  be  punctured,  and 
their  name  is  legion.     I  refer  to  the  point,  or  needle,  which 
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Bhoald  always  be  made  to  slide  on,  not  icrewed  on,  aa  many  do, 
AS  the  latter  become  loose  by  the  threads  of  the  screw  wearing 
out,  both  from  constant  use  and  their  destractJon  from  coming- 
in  contact  with  acid  or  other  solntiotia  used.  The  former,  the 
m«re  they  are  need  the  tighter  they  fit.  These  points  are  made 
very  smaU  and  ddicale.  In  fact,  the  Messrs.  Teiman,  after  repeated 
efforts  and  failures,  succeeded  in  getting  up  a  needle  only  a  little 
larger  than  the  proboscie  of  a  &y.  I  assert  vwxl  pogitioely  that 
the  introduction  of  this  needle,  with  a  aol.  sulph  morph.,  twenty 
grains  to  the  ounce,  (which  requires  no  acid  to  dissolve, )  is  with- 
out pain,  and  I  have  administered  to  little  children  without  their 
knowledge. 

I  consider  this,  nest  to  the  syringe  I  have  devised  and  described, 
the  most  valuable  improvement  that  has  been  made  in  the  hypo- 
dermic syringe.  It  overcomes  an  impediment  I  have  long  felt, 
and  permits  the  use  of  the  instrument  among  little  children,  and 
those  nervous  women  in  whom  the  very  thought  was  revolting. 
Upon  this  point  I  have  recently  written  a  paper^or  the  Richmond 
and  Lonisville  Medical  Journal,  which  fully  gives  my  views  and 
experience  with  reference  to  the  hypodermic  administration  of 
remedies  to  children,  and  which  I  presume  will  soon  be  published. 
Also,  a  full  description  of  these  delicate  needles  and  their  use, 
which  I  hope  all  physicians  will  read,  criticise,  and  give  their 
experience  to  the  profession. 

The  cose  further  contains  extra  wires  and  washers,  the  former 
for  cleansing  the  points  and  the  latter  for  putting  on  when  re- 
quired, by  simply  unscrewing  the  nut  through  which  the  piston 
plays — the  piston  being  made  longer  than  the  cylinder  to  allow 
the  washer  being  pushed  through  far  enough  for  this  purpose, 
or  to  be  oiled,  without  the  trouble  of  getting  it  out  in  the  old 
way.  There  is  also  a  very  fine  hone,  or  fine  stone,  for  sharpen- 
ing the  points,  which  is  frequently  needed;  also,  a  few  pieces  of 
emory  paper  for  smoothing  the  needles,  etc.  Every  physician 
knows  how  often  his  needles  require  to  be  shnrpened,  and  how 
difficult  it  is  to  procure  a  suitable  stone  to  sharpen  them  on. 
There  is  also  a  twenty- four  minim  measure,  very  accurate. 
There  are  five  two  dnichm  vials,  (empty,)  to  be  fiUed  as  each 
physician  may  fancy.  I  fill  two  of  them  with  solutions  of  sul. 
morphia,  one  with  varatrum  viride  (Norwood's)  one  with  sol. 
sulph.  tttropa,  and  the  fifth  with  alcohol  for  denning  the  points; 
and  the  powder  department  to  be  filled  as  the  physician  may 
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desire.  I  have  also  Hpoken  free);  of  this  in  tlie  above  meotioDAd 
paper,  written  for  the  Kichmond  and  LoniBviUe  Medical  JoumaL 
The  lower  department,  or  bod;  of  the  ease,  contains  four  fonr- 
drachm  vialH  for  medicines,  a  plnce  for  two  hjpodermio  needles, 
ftnd  a  lluimb  lancet  of  the  boat  manufactnre. 

In  this  connection  I  am  reminded  of  tho  valuable  and  able 
paper  on  "  blood-letting,"  read  before  the  Georgia  State  Medical 
Association,  at  Savaunab,  lost  April,  by  that  glorious  gentleman 
and  polished  physician.  Dr.  C.  B.  Nottingham,  of  Macon,  Ga., 
and  I  wish  it  wus  engraved  upon  every  lancel  that  is  manufactured 
in  the  land,  anil  stamped  indelibly  upon  the  memory  of  every 
physician;  then  might  we  return  to  a  long  neglected  therapeutic 
agent,  than  which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  there  is  none  more 
valuable  and  eEBoacians  in  the  annals  of  medicine.  Long  may  he 
live  to  contribute  from  his  almost  inexhaustable  store  of  informa- 
tion and  experience,  yet  more  of  that  priceless  knowledge  that  a 
long  life  of  laboriouB  research  and  close  application  has  made 
him  master  of.  What  a  boon  to  mankind  is  such  a  physician; 
almost  noiseless  in  his  daily  rounds,  gathering  and  culling  knowl- 
edge in  the  silent  hours  of  the  night,  at  the  bedside  of  the  most 
miserable  pauper,  without  fee  or  reward,  and  none  to  praise  or 
herald  bis  trinniphant  success  over  loathsome  disease;  only  the 
gentle  workings  of  a  conscience  that  tells  of  duty  well  performed, 
or  gladdens  his  wearied  mind  with  fresh  discoveries,  which  open 
up  new  fields  for  research  and  study,  from  whence  he  may  gather 
jet  more  valuable  material  to  lavishly  apply  with  unsparing  hand 
upon  every  one  who  seeks  relief  at  his  door  to  stay  the  inroads 
of  some  fatal  malady  threatening  the  brittle  thread  of  life,  be 
they  some  miserable  Litzarus  or  the  "rich  man  clothed  in  purple 
and  fine  linen  and  faring  sumptuously  every  day."  Such. is  the 
life  of  the  true  physician,  and  high  npon  this  pinnacle  would  I 
write  in  letters  of  gold  the  name  of  my  friend  and  instructor^ 
Dr.  0.  B.  Nottingham.  But  to  return.  In  this  portion  of  the 
cflse  is  another  department  for  pills  or  powders,  with  a  closely 
fitting  lid  or  cover.  This  completes  the  description  of  this  most 
convenient  little  pocket  case,  and  contains  eyerything  needed  for 
ordinary  cases  of  emergency  in  a  grneral  practice. 

The  Messrs.  Tieman,  (Geo.  Tieman  &,  Co'  67  Chatham  street,) 
of  New  York,  are  the  makers  of  this  case,  together  with  the 
pocket  thermometer  and  hypodermic  syringe,  and  extra  small 
points  or  needles  I  havo  referred  to,  and  they  have  seen  pi-oper 
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to  call  it  tbe  "  Dr.  Oreene's  Pocket  Case  and  Hypodermic  Syringe," 
by  which  name  it  can  be  ordered  at  a  cost  of  fifteen  dollars. 
These  extra  email  needles  will  fit  any  hypodermic  syringe  of  their 
make,  and  I  know  physicians  will  discard  the  larger  ones  now  in 
use  after  once  trying  tbe  former,  for  their  iatrodnction  ia  posi- 
tively painless  when  kept  in  good  order.  I  liave,  perhaps,  written 
more  than  is  prudent  upon  the  sabject  of  hypodermic  medicine, 
but  in  all  probability  this  will  be  tny  last  paper  on  that  or  any 
other  snbject  in  luedioiue,  as  I  am  on  the  eve  of  retiring  from  the 
laborious  and  perplexing  duties  of  the  practice  of  medicine  to  th& 
far  more  agreeable  and  pleasant  parsnUa  of  agiicalture.  I  will 
embrace  this  opportunity  of  thanking  my  brethren  of  the  medi- 
cal press  for  tbe  many  acts  of  courtesy  and  kindsebs  alwaya 
extended  me  in  my  humble  contributions  to  their  medical  joitruals, 
and  while  my  mind  and  time  will  be  absorbed  iu  another  direction. 
I  shall  often  think  of  them  in  their  laborious  efforts  to  build  up 
a  high  standard  of  medical  literature,  and  always  rejoice  with 
them  in  their  saccese,  and  weep  with  them  in  their  disaster;  and 
may  God  speed  you  iu  all  your  laudable  uudei takings,  and 
abundantly  reward  yuu  for  every  noble  e:iortii>u. 


VIBUHNUM,  OR  BLACIT  HAW. 

The  habitat  of  the  viburnum  is  variable  in  different  localities. 
Whilst  for  the  most  part  it  ia  to  be  found  upon  the  banks  of 
streams  and  in  the  low  Undo,  in  certain  regions  it  grows  alone 
upon  the  highest  elevations. 

In  the  year  1861  or  '62,  my  attention  was  £rst  called  to,  this 
remedy  by  one  outHide  the  profession,  who  spoke  highly  of  ita 
powers  as  a  uterine  sedaiive.  From  that  time  to  this  I  have  used 
it  very  uniformly  in  my  practice,  and  with  most  satisfactory  re- 
sults. I  have  used  the  viburnum  alone,  and  at  times  in  conjunc- 
tion with  opium.  In  some  instances  1  have  known  it  to  succeed 
after  opium  had  failed  to  arrest  the  uterine  action.  In  one  cose 
I  began  the  use  of  opium  at  11  a.m.,  and  by  3  p.m.  had  given 
seven  grains  of  o)>ium  without  controlling  the  uterine  pains.  I 
now  had  the  black  haw  procured  and  made  into  strong  decoction, 
of  which  a  teacupful  was  administered.  In  one  hour  the  paina 
ceased,  and  did  not  return.     In  a  second  case,  the  pains  had  been 
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going  on  for  twenty-foor  hoar&;  the  etroDg  decoction  was  given 
in  doae  ol  two  and  a  half  oimceB,  and  the  aame  repeated  in  tbirt^ 
mioutes.  In  three  hoars'  time  the  painB  ceased,  and  the  patient 
went  to  full  term.  It  hae  been  common  for  me  to  recommend 
my  patients  thns  threatened  to  keep  the  viburpnm  by  them  and 
use  tbe  decoction  ae  needed. 

Vibomum  eeems  to  exercise  a  specific  action  upon  the  mus- 
cular etucture  of  the  uterus  through  the  medium  of  the  excito- 
motor  system  of  nerves,  just  as  ergot  is  supposed  to  do,  bat  in  the 
opposite  direction.    I  esteem  it  to  be  a  direct  uterine  sedative. 

Aside  from  its  use  as  an  anti-abortifacient,  I  have  employed  it 
also  in  the  treatment  of  hysteria  in  many  cases,  and  with  favorable 
results.  Its  efficacy  in  this  malady  is  likely  due  to  its  specific  ac- 
tion upon  tbe  uterus.  I  use  it  always  in  strong  decoction  or 
infusion  of  the  root,  and  in  dobus  varying  from  two  to  six  ounces. 
The  dose  is  repeated  every  hoar  or  two  until  tbe  symptoms  are 
relieved.  Tbe  remedy  is  innocent  of  any  unpleasant  effects  upon 
the  system,  and  may  be  given  ad  lilnlum. 


ON  THE  OADSEB,  NATUEE,  PATHOLOGY  AHD  TEEATMENT  OP  A 
OOMPAEATIVELT  HEW  DISEASE— MALAfilAL  HEMAT0EIA. 

Bl  Wn.LIAlf  N.  BBOCB.  U.D.,  or  BAiHBaiDoi,  Oa. 

It  has  devolved  on  me  to  present  to  you  an  article  "  On  the 
Causes,  Nature,  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  a  Compaiatively  new 
Disease — Malarial  Hematuria."  We  have  no  full  details  of  it  in 
any  of  our  standard  text  books,  and  it  has  only  been  the  subject 
of  discussion  in  our  periodicals  for  twelve  or  fifteen  years.  At 
this  stage  of  our  knowledge  of  tbe  disease  I  cuunot  reasonably  be 
expected  to  present  yon  with  a  complete  and  exhaustive  article  on 
tbe  subject.  I  made  no  notes  at  the  bedside,  and  have  never  made 
a  post  mortem  examination,  and  must  therefore  rely  on  memory 
for  my  facts  and  attending  circumstances.  Much,  then,  that 
would  have  been  instructive  and  interesting  in  the  investigation 
of  the  subject  must  be  left  unexplained  for  the  present. 

The  striking  characteristics  of  the  disease  have  made  a  strong 
impression  on  the  popular  mind,  while  its  fatality  has  stim- 
ulated our  profession  to  commendable  efforts  to  gain  from. 
every  available  source  everything  calculated  to  throw  light  on  the 
subject.    It  is  undoubtedly  of  malarial  origin,  and  confined  to 
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localities  inFected  with  miasm.  It  has  not  been  met  with  in  all 
such  places,  and  we  are  led  to  belieTe  that  it  is  rather  in  such  aa 
from  which  it  is  never  entirely  absent  When  the  winters  are 
very  mild  and  frosts  proportionately  light,  where  vegetation  is 
licorched,  not  killed,  by  the  cold,  and  where  miasm  continnea  to 
impress  its  subjects  from  one  season  to  another  wlthoat  being 
checkod  by  the  interraning  winter,  are  the  times  in  which  it  pre- 
vails. There  seems  to  be  little  difference  now  as  to  who  may  be  the 
subjects  of  this  disease,  and  under  what  conditions  they  may  be 
attacked. 

Dr.  JoLnRon,  of  Fort  Gaines,  who  has  pubhshed  his  views  on 
the  subject,  uses  language  which  is  pertinent,  and  I  will  quote 
and  indorse  to  that  extent.  He  says:  "The  only  persons  who 
are  liable  to  be  attacked  by  malarial  hematuria  are  those  who,  for 
weeks,  or  months,  have  suffered  with  frequent  relapses  of  iter- 
mittent  fever,  and  neglected  to  arrest  them  until  several  paroxysms 
have  taken  place,  followed  by  relapses  every  few  days,  until  the 
chills  assume  a  chronic  tj'pe,  manifested  by  symptoms  of  general 
cachexia,  indicated  by  derangements  of  the  cLylo-foTetie  viscera — 
such  as  sallow  complexion,  enlarged,  torpid,  or  otherwise  diseased 
liver;  enlarged,  indurated,  inflamed  spleen;  capricious,  morbid, 
appetite;  lassitude,  want  of  energy,  and  general  cadaverous  ap- 
pearance of  the  patient."  And  although  post  mortem  examina- 
tions of  the  viscera,  analysis  of  the  blood,  of  the  urine  and  other 
secretions  with  microscopic  examinations,  are  necessary  to  prove 
tbese  assertions,  leaving  nothing  to  hypottiesis  or  conjecture,  the 
lational  signs  are  sufficiently  plain  to  warrant  us  in  indorsing  all 
that  has  been  asserted  of  the  structural  alterations  in  all  tbe 
glands,  and  more  particularly  the  spleen.  It  is  not  to  be  for- 
gotten a  moment  that  no  one  in  robust  health  ever  becomes  at 
once  a  subject  of  the  symptoms  that  conutitute  malarial  hematuria. 
Tbe  structural  changes  must  first  have  taken  place;  the  secre- 
tion must  have  been  changed  and  perverted;  excremeutitious 
matter,  that  should  have  been  eliminated,  must  have  been  retained 
in  the  circulation;  tbe  blood  damaged,  retaining  and  diffusing 
poisonous  elements  through  the  whole  body.  While  it  is  also 
deficient  in  those  elements  necessary  to  nutrition,  tbe  whole  sys- 
tem, adynamic  and  auieinio  in  character,  approaches  to  something 
like  a  living  decomposition.  If  the  patient  in  this  state  remains 
exposed  to  the  continued  influence  of  malarial  poison,  other  in- 
fluences are  brought  to  boar,  and  anotlier  series  of  phenomena 
is  developed  and  added  to  those  already  existing;  nausea  and 
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vomiting,  and  other  evidences  of  hypertBoua,  or  inflammntion, 
janndice  and  hemorrhages  make  their  appearance,  with  a  train  of 
nervous  symptoms,  which,  in  the  aggregate,  go  to  form  the  dis- 
ease, malarial  hematuria.  If  quinine  be  given  in  this  state  of  the 
system  which  precedes,  and  is  necessary  to  the  development  of 
the  disease,  it  will  be  followed  in  many  persons  immediately  by 
.frequent  rigors,  ioterode  skin  and  hematuria — the  very  symptoms 
which  are  considered  characteristic  of  malarial  hematuria.  I  have 
not  seen  this  statement  distinctly  made  by  any  one  else,  but  I 
have  verified  the  fact  over  and  over  in  the  last  ten  years,  and 
have  seen  the  same  effect  repeatedly  in  the  same  person.  We 
consider  the  disease  as  fairly  nshered  in  when  jaundice  and 
hematuria,  the  marked  symptoms  which  give  the  name  and  are 
characteristic,  have  made  their  appearance.  But  preceding  these, 
there  has  been  generally  increased  indisposition,  nausea,  anorexia,  ' 
more  or  lees  febrile  symptoms,  pain  in  the  Inmbar  and  pubic 
r^ions.  There  is  a  return  of  irregular,  chilly  seusatious,  some- 
times followed  by  very  hot  skin,  quick,  though  not  strong,  pulse. 
Except  in  a  single  case,  I  have  never  seen  anything  ^ike  distinct 
periodic  remissions.  The  skin  at  the  same  time,  from  the  palest 
tinge  of  yellow,  gradually  deepens  in  color  until  it  assumes,  as 
the  disease  'advances,  a  dark  saffron  or  lemon  hue,  the  color  keeps 
pace  in  intensity  with  the  other  symptoms,  and  is  thus  of  diag- 
nostic value.  When  the  skin  b^ns  to  assume  its  own  proper 
hue  there  is  a  corresponding  improvement  in  all  other  respects. 
This  cannot  be  considered  invariable.  That  the  yellow  skin  is 
caused  by  bile  reabsorbed  into  the  circulation  cannot  bo  reason- 
ably doubted.  The  effect  is  the  same.  Coincident  with  the 
jaundice,  there  will  be  observed  a  deeper  eolor  in  the  urine, 
attended  with  increased  irritability  of  the  bladder,  and  a  tempo- 
rary increase  of  urine;  dark,  oofTee-ground  looking  floccuU  are 
seen  floating,  then  settling  in  the  urine;  and  in  severe  attacks  I 
have  seen,  at  my  first  visit  bright  red  florid  blood  flowing  from 
the  urethra.  Some  have  doubted  if  this  is  blood,  drawing  nice 
distinctions;  and  others  have  suggested  that  it  is  a  vicarious  dis- 
charge of  bile  from  the  kidneys.  Observation  and  reasoning 
alike  go  to  prove  that  it  is  blood.  Damaged  blood,  it  is  true,  but 
nevertheless  the  siune  fluid  that  is  in  the  circulation.  Like  yellow 
fever,  purpura  hemorrhagica,  scorbutus,  etc.,  this  is  a  hemorrhagic 
disease,  and  in  that  has  a  strong  line  of  demarkation  between  it 
and  other  fevers.    BiUous  remittent  and  intermittent  hemorrhage 
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is  not  confined  to  the  bladder,  merely  passinf!^  off  the  aborted  red 
globales  as  some  aseert.  Htematnroais  oocaeioiiall;  occurs,  and 
beemoptisis  is  frequent  It  is  essentiatlj  a  hemorrhagic  disease, 
and  an  inevitable  aeqaence  of  some  of  the  lesions  and  consistent 
with  them.  In  testing  with  a  clean  linen  rag,  I  disoovered  the 
peculiar  blood  stain  in  the  first  stage,  and  both  blood  and  bila 
when  the  case  was  convalescing.  The  third  symptom  In  onr 
ennmerntion,  but  first  in  is  debilitating,  harrassing,  effects  on  our 
patient,  first  in  diiignoutic  value,  as  directing  our  attention  to  the 
duo*lenal  inllamniatiuu  existing,  first  in  practical  importance,  as 
materially  ieterfering  with  the  exhibition  of  onr  remedies,  is  the 
incessant  nauaea,  vomiting  and  thirst,  "i'ou  are  continually  being 
4:alled  on  to  mitigate  this  group  of  eyiuiitoms.  Ice,  effervesoents, 
ftcidH,  alkalies,  absorbents  are  all  tried,  and  none  afford  more  than 
temporary  relief!  It  is  to  the  prescuce  of  this  symptom,  simulta- 
neous with  icterus,  which  gives  us  authority  to  diagnose  the 
existence  of  a  duodenitis  without  tlie  proofs  afforded  by  a  post 
mortem  examination.  Flint  says;  "When  anorexia,  nausea, 
vomiting,  and  tcndemeea  over  or  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
epigastrium,  coexist  with  jaundice,  we  must  infer  a  daodenitie." 
We  find  some  tenderness  but  no  acute  pain  over  the  epigastrium. 
The  pulse,  in  a  majority  of  my  cases,  did  not  present  anything 
remarkable;  but  I  have  seen  it  as  low  as  forty  to  the  minate, 
with  respiration  from  nine  to  eleven;  and  again  as  high  as  one 
hundred  and  forty  to  the  minute,  with  respiration  thirty-six  to 
thirty-eighi  Yet  there  is  nothing  contradictory  or  incompatible 
in  these  apparently  antagonistic  symptoma 

Dr.  Johnson  gives  a  somewhat  different  accoant  of  the  iii- 
ception  oi  this  disease,  and  I  will  quote  him  again:  ''The  chill 
or  ague  is  suddenly  ushered  in  with  severe  shaking  rigom, 
especially  in  violent  attacks.  These  rigors  are  marked  by  an  in- 
tensity of  degree  far  beyond  those  which  occur  in  ordinary  chills, 
and  iu  many  cases  are  prolonged  much  beyound  the  time  generally 
occupied  by  the  cold  stage  of  au  intermittent  fever." 

L)r.  Mitchell,  of  New  Orleans,  an  extract  of  whose  paper  I 
have  seen,  describes  it  as  a  "  disease  due  to  malaria,  which  is 
ushered  iu  by  a  chill  of  the  congestive  type,  followed  by  high 
fever,  pai'ched  mouth,  extreme  thirst,  suffused  eyes,  restlessness 
and  auxiety,  sighing  respiration,  quick  bounding  pulse,  daring  the 
febrile  niaui testations,  nausea  and  vomiting  are  extreme,  the 
patient  vomiciug  a  dark  grumous  bile.     After  the  nausea  and 
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vDiuitiDg  huve  continued  for  five  or  aix  honrs,  jaundice  and  bloody 
mine  bIiow  tbemselves;  the  saffused  eyes  now  beoume  instantan- 
«ously  yellow;  the  red  skin  chaugee  to  a  bronzed  yellow;  with  the 
hematuria  we  have  pain  in  the  back,  well  detined  in  the  region  of 
the  kidneys;  the  tongue  varies  in  appearance  from  a  pale  milky 
to  a  Btraw  color,  and  the  skin  a  diirk  bronze.  After  a  time 
a  remission  occurs,  in  which  tliere  is  an  abatement  of  all  the 
^aymptoms  but  the  nausea  anil  vomiting."  I  have  sebu  only  one 
«a8e  that  corresponded  generally  with  his  description.  Dr.  Tnr- 
pin,  of  Alabama,  after  describing  two  cases  of  bimiliir  character, 
which  he  treated,  anil  sncceijaruily,  with  quinine,  iron  and  lime,  re- 
marks of  them:  "I  had  never  before  and  have  never  since  seen 
H  case  of  nialnriid  hcmtituriu  of  a  distinct  and  inteiniitteut 
typo."  Even  bef.yre  Bi'oussai^  directed  attention  to  tlie  univer- 
.  adily  of  gastro  enteritis,  as  the  effect  of  malarial  poison,  and  as- 
Kortud  it  to  be  the  sole  cau^e  nf  fever,  and  expiaineil  the  universal 
cuuuuction  between  jauu'Jice  and  diio<lenitia,  until  the  present 
time,  nausea  and  vomiting,  and  other  signs  of  g'lstic  disorder 
Are  generally  observed  as  prominent  symptoms  of  all  malarial 
fevers,  remittent  and  intermittent;  and  that  the.  more  frequent 
the  relapses  the  more  evident  dues  the  presence  of  a  duodenitis 
become.  Cxpxisting,  which  gradually  increases  in  intensity  with 
each  return  of  the  parosysmx,  not  so  apparent  tu  the  eyes,  or  to 
onr  rational  perceptions,  these  symptoms  are  as  obvious  as  are  the 
jaundiced  skin  and  hematuria;  and  together  with  icterus  estab- 
lishes the  universally  accepted  fact  that  intlammatiou  has  ex- 
tentled  into  the  ductus  choledochus,  closing  it.  Bile  is  reabsorbed 
and  carried  into  the  circulation,  thus  inducing  another  series  of 
symptoms  belonging  to  the  disease  under  consideration,  and  also 
the  causation  of  other  morbid  phenomena  of  the  gravest  character 
thereby  complicating  il  still  farther.  Flint  savs:  "Bile  in  the 
blood  acts  as  a  sedative  on  the  circulation  ami  uervims  system. 
The  heart's  action  is  usually  diminished  in  frequency.  The  pulse 
frL'quently  falls  from  fifty  to  forty,  or  even  much  lower  in  cases  in 
wiiich  the  jaundice  is  not  associated  with  acnte  inflammation  or 
fever.  If  thus  asioeiated  the  pulse  is  le.ss  effected  than  if  jaun- 
dice did  not  coexiKt.  The  respiration  is  diminished  in  frequency 
in  proportion  to  the  effect  on  the  circulation.  If  this  condition 
1"  prolonged  hemorrhages  are  apt  to  occur.''  Again  he  say«: 
"Bile  retained  causes  debility,  nauKea,"  etc.  Carpenter  says: 
'■  That  the  pioximati^  element  i-f  the   bile,  accumulates  iu  the 
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blood,  when  from  any  cause  the  secretion  is  saspended,  is  a  fact 
now  welt  ascertained,  aud  this  satisfactorilj  accounts  for  the  dis- 
turbance of  other  fanctions,  especially  those  of  the  nervons  sys- 
tem, which  then  ensnes.  When  the  suppression  is  complete  the 
patient  saddecly  becomes  jaundiced,  the  powers  of  the  system 
become  speedily  lowered,  {almost  as  by  a  narcotic  poison),  and 
dfolh  rapidly  euperoeneg.  When  the  secretion  is  diminished  (not 
suspended)  the  same  symptoms  presentjthem selves  in  s  less  ag- 
gravated form."  But  at  the  stage  at  which  we  meet  it  the  kid- 
Deys  are  already  involved  enough  to  have  a  hematuria,  and  ma; 
become  so  affected  as  to  lead  to  nroBmia.  Dr.  Mitchell  found 
traces  of  extreme  disease  of  the  kidneys  in  his  post  mortem  ex- 
aminations. The  kidneys  in  their  attempt  to  throw  off  vicariously 
the  various  irritating  excrements  retained  in  the  blood,  with 
a  hemorrhagic  diathesis  existing,  have  become  inflamed  and  en- 
larged, and  have  hematuria,  and  if  this  disttased  state  is  suffi- 
cient to  interfere  materially  with  the  due  performance  of  its  func- 
tions, and  if  the  secretion  is  suspended  or  much  diminiehttl, 
nrcemia  is  necessarily  the  consequence,  tbe  last,  most  fatal  of  the 
symptoms,  sometimes,  not  alwsyB,  met  with  in  mularial  hematu- 
ria. The  retention  of  a  email  amount  of  urea  is  not  incompati- 
ble with  health,  since  it  exists  normally  in  the  blood.  The 
presence  of  a  large  amount  is  not  compatible  with  health,  but 
not  necessarily  fatal;  but  when  most  of  it  is  retained,  as  iu 
the  case  of  complete  or  partial  suppression,  death  speedily  super- 
venes. We  have  no  other  means,  except  analysis  of  the  blcod, 
of  ascertaining  if  there  is  a  daugereous  amount  of  urea  in  tlie 
blood;  but  this  should  warn  Ud  to  take  mo^.us  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency, and  when  an  intensely  hot  skiu  and  quick  pulse  is  found 
coexisting,  with  jaundice  and  partial  snppres.->ioii  nf  urine,  with 
no  local  inflammation  to  account  for  it,  you  muy  safely  diagnose 
aud  treat  it  promptly  as  such. 

Trealment. — Before  we  enter  on  the  subject  of  treatment,  we 
will  briefly  recapitulate  the  group  of  symittoms  and  couditiuu, 
which  we  are  to  prescribe  for  under  the  name  of  malarial  bem- 
aturia. 

1.  Chronic  enlargemeule  of  the  spleen,  and  perhaps  of  the 
liver.  2.  8ub-acute  inflammation  of  the  duodenum,  which  ex- 
tending causes,  3.  Jaundice  or  reabsorption  of  bile  into  the  cir- 
culation, in  its  turn  inducing  the  hemorrhagic  diathesis 
damages  the  blood,  reduces  the  heart's  action  aud  the  number  of 


b,Coo*^lc 


OmOiyAL  C0:Hi!USlCAT10Sfi.  545 

rps;^irEtinr.a  in  a  marked  degree,  mid  induces  a  train  of  retuark- 
ftlile  nervous  Rymptoma.  1.  Inflaiumation  of  the  kidneys,  ac- 
compauied  with  hematuria,  may  cause  a  euppresBion,  and  lead 
to  nriemia,  an  excesn  of  area  being  a  prompt,  energetic  poison. 
6.  Anemia,  a  want  of  the  proper  proportions  in  the  blood,  a  de- 
tkcienc;  of  red  globuloB  nnd  an  e;^ce9s  of  white,  thus  arresting 
Dutiitioa  and  impoverishing  the  blood. 

These  oonditioue  it  is  our  object  to  restore  to  a  boaltby  state, 
bv  appropriate  reme.dioe,  so  selected  that  we  understand  the 
rationale  of  their  action,  and  the  distinct  effect  that  each  is  to  pro- 
duce, A  great  many  remedies,  having  different  and  even  antag- 
onistic effects,  have  been  recommended.  A  great  many  combi- 
nations have  been  nsed  in  the  treatment,  leaving  it  difficrdt  to 
select  those  from  which  benefit  has  beeu  derived.  We  have  no 
mesnsyetof  comparing  their  mixed  and  conflicting  effects;  but  we 
keep  before  our  niuds  the  abnormal  conditions  we  are  to  treat  or 
restore  to  health.  UnquestioniiblT  the  nausea  and  vomiting  and 
jaundice  point  us  first  to  the  relief  of  the  gastro-duodenitis,  the 
cause  of  the  symptoms  and  the  distressing  nervous  phenomena 
which  accompany  them.  The  patient  will  require  relief  at  your 
hands,  and  until  you  soothe  the  irritable  stomach  fur  a  time  you 
are  almost  arrested  in  your  treatment.  A  full  laxative  effect  on 
the  bowels  is  required  at  once,  and  continued  moderately 
throaghont  the  treatment.  While  au^-emetica  of  every  kind 
are  being  tried,  synapisms,  ice,  effervescents,  acids,  absorbents, 
may  all  be  resorted  to,  and  Jastly  the  salts  of  morphia.  Dry 
cupping  over  the  epigastrium  gives  notable  reliet  Of  the  many 
remedies  to  relieve  nansea  ice,  sub.  nit  bismuth  in  large  doses, 
nnd  champagne,  have  most  freqnenlly  proved  efficient;  but  it  is 
on  morphia,  given  at  regular  intervals,  that  we  are  to  rely 
with  confidence,  as  it  will  never  fail.  I  prefer  some  one  of  the 
tfferveseinK  salts  as  a  purgative,  aided  by  cold  euemata.  Calo- 
mel seems  to  be  more  generally  piefered  by  all  who  have  pab- 
liched  their  views.  If  we  could  see  its  laxative,  without  danger 
of  its  mercurial  effects,  there  wonld  be  considerable  advantage 
i  n  its  use,  being  less  offensive  to  the  stomach  and  not  easily  re- 
jected; but  there  is  considerable  danger  of  its  specific  effect, 
which  is  directly  contra-indicated  in  the  state  of  the  system  un- 
der consideration.  I  severely  saHvated  one  of  the  only  two 
patients  to  whom  a  mercnrial  was  given  by  a  single  blue  pill,  and  I 
uferred  that  tliere  is  more  than  ordinary  Eusceptibihty  to  mercurial 
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ioapreasioii  in  them;  but  it  is  antiphlogestic  in  its  effects,  and  flTery 
condition  and  sjmptom  of  malarial  bemattuia,  adynamic  anie- 
mia  sod  asthenia  require  the  very  reverse.  Flint  says  meronrializa- 
tion  reduces  the  namber  of  red  globules  in  the  blood,  and  their 
deficiency  being  one  of  the  main  features  in  these  lesiooB,  and  their 
restoratioD  is,  of  course,  one  of  the  main  objects  in  the  treatment. 
Another  reason  for  the  rejection  of  calomel  is  the  fact  that  I  admin- 
ister the  acids,  eepecially  nitric  acid,  through  every  stage  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  there  isa  general  belief  even  among  the  profeBsion  that  the 
acids,  exhibited  with  mercury,  predispose  to  ptyalism.  Ice  in  small 
quantities  is  to  be  allowed  to  the  patient  ad  libitum;  if  it  is  not 
to  fae  bad,  cold  water  instead;  and  here  I  protest  against  the  on- 
conditional  condemnation  of  cold  water  made  by  so  high  an 
authority  as  Dr.  Johnson.  He  says:  "  Cold  water  taken  even  in 
the  smallest  quantities  proves  a  violent  iiritHUt  to  the  stomach, 
which  will  be  rejected  soon  after  it  is  swallowed,  preceded  by 
strong  and  straining  efforts,  retching,  and  therefore  we  must  en- 
join the  most  absolute  abstinence  from  the  use  of  this  and  other 
fluid  snbstasces,  until  we  get  this  troublesome  and  distressing 
symptom  under  control."  I  object  in  lolo  to  the  above.  It  is 
true  that  sometimes  we  must  use  a  prudent  discretion  in  abstain- 
ing from  everything  for  a  time  in  very  obstinate  vomiting;  but 
in  rejecting  ice  and  very  oold  water,  we  are  surrendering  oar 
most  efficient  remedies  in  a  most  troublesome  emergency,  and 
adding  immensely  to  the  sufferings  of  our  patienL  Not  only  is 
it  necessary  to  quench  the  thirst  of  our  patient,  but  we  are  to 
diluie  the  fluids  in  the  circulation  and  in  the  secretions.  Large 
quantities  of  water,  if  they  can  be  retained,  should  be  taken  in 
order  to  increase  and  dilute  the  urinary  secretion,  loaded  with 
irritating  excrem'entitioue  matter.  The  arrest  or  partial  suspen- 
sion of  this  is  a  most  dangerous  feature.  Some  time  during  the 
past  year  I  read  an  abstract  of  an  address,  delivered  before  an 
association  in  North  Carolina,  in  which  its  author  condemns  the 
use  of  acids  in  malarial  hematuria.  He  asserts  that  the  system 
is  already  overcharged  with  acids,  and  that  we  are  aggravating 
the  disease,  etc.  I  have  not  analyzed  the  fluids  of  the  body,  hot 
if  it  be  true  that  soda  enters  largely  into  the  composition  of  the 
bile,  and  is  diffused  over  the  body  in  the  circulation,  and,  Flint  says, 
separated  from  its  usual  acid  combination,  I  fail  to  understand 
how  the  fluids  can  be  acid.  If  the  disease  is  prolonged  to  a  later 
stage,  in  which  urtemia  exists,  tiion  caib.  ammonia  is  present  iu  ux- 
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«e9a,  and  we  are  not  convinced  of  the  presence  of  acide.  We  do  know 
that  acids  are  more  grateful  to  the  patient  than  anj  thing  alka- 
line; that  the  patient  improvoaor  recovers  \nder  their  use.  Wo 
■can  understand  why  the  veteran,  Ghapmau,  prescribed  lemon 
ade  and  hard  cider  for  jaundice.  I  giro  nitric  aoid  in  ever^ 
jstage  of  the  disease,  in  twenty  to  thirty  drops  a  day.  I  have 
uaed  mnr.  tincture  of  iron  in  the  same  way,  and  I  have  seen 
nothing  to  abate  my  confidence  in  their  use.  Nitric  acid  has 
had  a  very  high  reputation  a  long  time  aa  a  remedy  in  the 
chroqic  diseases,  enlargments,  etc.,  of  the  liver  and  spleen  in  hot 
K;limates.  From  the  very  happy  influence  that  it  exerts  in  some 
.diseases  of  the  Intestinal  canal,  combined  with  opium,  dysentery, 
«tc.,  we  are  encouraged  to  expect  in  similar  combinations  good 
results  in  duodenitis,  and  are  not  disappointed  in  prac;tioe.  It 
increases  the  proportion  of  red  globules  and  diminishes  the  white, 
thus  renovating  the  blood.  It  is  tonic  and  alterative.  It  de- 
.composes  urea  in  the  circulation,  and  may  thus  protect  from 
anemic  poisoning.  Wu  have  already  alluded  to  the  necessity  of 
resorting  to  opiates  to  allay  the  irritability  of  the  stomach.  It  is 
our  most  valuable  remedy,  not  only  for  this  purpose,  bnt  is 
beneficent  In  controlling  the  whole  train  of  nervous  symptoms, 
with  the  circulation,  reducing  the  pulse  in  twenty-four  hours 
from  one  hundred  and  forty  to  one  hundred  and  ten  heats  We 
are  told  by  our  authorities  that  "it  soothes  the  inflamed  sur- 
face in  duodenitis,"  and  from  the  remarkable  influence  opinm 
-exerts  over  inflammatory  afifections  of  the  bowels,  we  have  a 
right  to  suppose  duodenitis  is  in  like  manner  benefited  by  it.  It 
IsindispeDsableintbetreatmeutofiDflammation  of  the  kidneys  and 
bladder  and  when  ursemia  sets  in  It  renders  the  system  tolerant  of 
that  poison,  until  time  is  gained  to  make  an  effort  to  eliminate  it 
from  the  circulation.  My  word  (to  use  the  language  of  another) 
without  the  use  of  opium  and  its  preparations,  all  the  effects  of  the 
physician  to  control  them  would  prove  abortive  and  unavailing. 
I  rely  on  it  and  prescribe  it  with  the  confidence  that  we  are  wont 
to  place  in  quinine  in  intermitteuts.  I  have  sometimes  u^ed 
hyd.  chloral,  in  its  stead,  with  satisfactory  results.  A  medical 
friend  recommends  highly  the  preparations  of  geleeminum,  and 
from  the  combination  of  anodyne  properties,  with  others  over 
the  urinary  organs,  I  should  expect  good  results.  The  bromide 
potassium,  with  Its  sedative  effect  on  the  nervous  system,  also 
lias  a  peculiar  effect  in  reducing  enlargements  of  the  tpleen. 
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Iodide  of  pota^siam  is  also  very  mncb  estolled  by  some.  I  have 
alw&jfi  prescribed  some  preparation  of  iroD  daring  coDvalescence 
the  anEemic  coDditiofi  of  the  patient  making  it  indispensable. 
There  are  many  remedies  that  nnder  certain  cir  cum  stances  may 
be  indicated.  If  the  gastric  symptoms  were  very  obstinate,  a 
blister  to  the  epigastrium  might  be  required,  but  I  should  resort 
to  it  with  reluctance,  lest  it  might  increase  the  irritation  of  the 
urinary  organs,  and  remoTe  it  before  complete  restoration  takes 
place.  I  have  never  prescribed  directly  for  the  hematuria,  coq- 
sidering  it  only  a  symptom  of  other  lesions,  and  I  baye  not  met 
with  a  case  in  which  it  seemed  to  add  to  the  danger.  Where 
you  meet  a  cose  characterized  by  an  intensely  hot  skin,  quick 
pulse  and  respiration,  overriding  the  slow  pulse  and  respiration 
usually  accompanying  jaundice,  and  not  satisfactorily  to  be  at- 
tributed to  a  gastric  inflammation,  especially  if  there  is  some  dnll- 
ness  of  the  faculties;  if  in  this  state  yon  find  a  deficiency  of 
urinary  secretion,  you  have  unemia,  an  occasional,  not  universal, 
sequence  of  these  conditions — the  most  unmanageable  and  fatal 
of  them  all.  The  roost  of  the  symptoms  are  so  common  in  every 
form  of  fever,  that  you  may  not  attribute  tbem  to  these  proper 
causes,  nor  notice  the  eminence  of  the  danger.  It  will  reqnir& 
some  confidence  in  your  correctuess  of  diagnosis,  some  decision 
of  character,  some  thing  above  the  fear  of  blame,  to  prescribe 
fearlessly  and  push  as  far  as  may  be  safe  the  salts  of  morphia, 
even  though  yonr  patient  may  be  on  the  verge  of  coma,  and  his 
friends  may  attribute  it  to  the  remedy.  But  all  the  authorities 
and  my  esperience  show  that  nothing  better  can  be  done  than 
obtain  tolerance  to  the  ursemic  poison  by  opiates,  while  we  are  en- 
deavoring to  create  a  vicarious  discharge  by  purgatives,  and  to 
restore  the  diminished  nrinarj'  secretion.  If  we  fail  death  upeedily 
mipervenes.  In  ordinary  cases  of  malarial  hematuria,  when  the 
hematuria  ceases,  and  icturus  passes  away,  a  qua-fi  convalescence 
takes  place.  The  patient  is  by  no  means  yet  well — he  has  only 
partially  recovered.  There  are  still  enlargements,  depraved  se- 
cretions and  damaged  blood  to  be  restored.  He  will  be  liable  to 
relapse,  and  never  recover  health  during  the  existing  season,  but 
he  should  continue  a  subject  of  medical  supervision  until  his 
health  is  fully  re-established. 

Quinine  in  Malarial  ffemaiuria. — I  might  bring  this  article  to 
a  close  now  with  propriety,  since  it  is  outside  of  my  subject  to  , 
comment  on  remedies  that  I  do  not  use  in  the  treatment  of 
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malarial  bematnria,  but  wbicli  are  recommended  and  relied  on 
by  a  majority  of  the  profeBsion.  Their  preponderance  la  stand- 
ing and  in  numerical  strength  indeed  places  me  on  the  defensive, 
and  althongh  I  do  not  willingly  stand  almost  alone  in  jnj  opinioo, 
my  experience  io  the  diaeaee,  my  opinion  of  its  trae  pathology, 
and  of  the  therapeutical  uses  of  qoinine,  have  brought  me  to  the 
coDvictioD :  first,  that  quinine  is  seldom  indicated  and  very  rarely 
if  ever  beneficial  in  malarial  hematuria;  second,  that  the  treat- 
ment by  quiuiDe  has  not  proved  more  successful  than  without  it, 
and  therefore  it  is  unnecessary;  third,  that  it  is,  in  some  cases, 
-decidedly  pernicious;  fourth,  that  in  the  condition  of  the  system 
antecedent  to  malarial  hematuria  and  predisposing  to  it,  quinine 
produces  and  develops  the  symptoms  (rigors,  jaundice,  hematuria) 
called  malarial  hematuria.  No  one  who  has  practiced  medicine 
in  this  climate  can  be  blind  to  the  fact  that  it  cannot  be  relied 
OD  in  the  cure  of  common  chronic  chills  and  fever.  It  generally 
fails,  aoaif  it  arrests  the  paroxysm  a  single  time,  in  a  week  or 
fourteen  days  there  is  a  relapse,  and  then  it  is  still  less  to  be  relied 
on;  and,  if  we  do  resort  to  it  to  arrest  the  ensuing  paroxysm,  we 
are  compelled  to  depend  on  other  remedies — iron,  arsenic, 
strychnine — to  perfect  the  cure.  In  tht  relapsing,  four  of  our 
test  books  (which  is  the  same  disease  before  the  jaundice  and 
hematuria  have  taken  place;  it  is  distinctly  stated  that  quinine  is 
unreliable  and  useless.  Every  step  in  the  progress  of  chronic 
malarial  fever,  the  enlarged  spleen  and  {iver,  altered  secretions, 
damaged  and  impoverished  blood,  anemia,  duodenic  inflammation , 
hemorrhagic  diathesis  to  urtemia,  removes  it  further  and  further 
from  the  range  and  health  restoring  influence  of  quinine,  which 
is  only  naeful  in  acute  stages  of  the  disease. 

Let  us  aualyze  the  therapeutical  uses  of  quinine.  An  abstract, 
from  lectures  of  Ur.  Lee,  of  London,  on  the  therapeutic  effects  of 
quinine,  says:  'Quinine  has  a  threefold  action.  It  diminishes 
the  frequently  and  force  of  the  heart's  action;  it  lowers  the  tension 
of  the  arterial  system;  it  lowers  tlie  temperature."  In  malarial 
ievers,  he  shows  that  the  drug  cannot  be  relied  on  as  a  specific. 
It  does  not  prevent  malarial  poison  when  taken  as  a  prophylactic. 
It  does  not  prevent  recurrence  after  a  variable  period,  and  is 
useless  in  some  of  its  most  fatal  forms.  Another  article,  "  On  the 
Uses  and  Abuses  of  Quinia,  and  its  salts,"  being  a  prize  essay  by 
Dr.  Bartholomew,  of  Coon.,  thus  sums  up  its  specihc  properties: 
"  Qaiuine  is  pro})hy lactic,  bat  its  power  declines  with  use;  cures 
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acute  malarial  poiBoning  vrithont  influence  npon  the  atractoral 
alterations  of  chronic  malarial  poieoning,  and  only  eflective  (em- 
porarily  againRt  the  fehrile  .movement;  exerts  an  inhibitive  in- 
flnence  on  the  heart  and  arterioles,  impairs  primary  aesjmilatioa 
and  damages  the  blood;  ahuaes  in  chronic  malarial  poiixming,  ia 
fevers,  in  acute  rheumatism;  as  a  Ionic  in  acute  and  chronie 
diseases."  Quinine  is  not  antidotal  in  its  effects;  it  does  not 
neutralize  miasmatic  poison,  bat  exerts  its  influence  directlj  on 
the  auimal  organism,  controlling  some  of  the  effects  of  malarial 
poison,  chiefly  the  undue  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries  and  the 
increased  temperature  of  the  body.  ^\'hicb  one  of  the  group  of 
symptoms  constituting  malarial  hematuria  is  it  designed  to  meet? 
"What  abnormal  condition  will  it  correct  or  restore  ?  The  enlarged 
indurated  liver  and  Hpleen  ?  But  oar  authorities  say  that  it  is 
"  wUkoat  influence  upon  the  ntrucCural  alleraiions  of  chronic  malarial 
poisoning."  It  is  abused  in  chronic  malarial  poisoni^  or  as  a 
tonic  in  acute  and  chronic  diseases.  And  this  is  precisely  the 
view  I  have  taken  of  its  uses,  and  endeavored  to  express.  That 
it  will  produce,  in  certain  conditions,  both  jaundice  and  hematuria,, 
and  aggravate  the  accompanying  symptoms,  I  am  able  to  prove 
b;  numerous  sufferers  and  their  friends  in  this  vicinity.  My  first 
patient  with  malarial  hematuria  asserted  that  he  bad  a  chill  and 
an  aggravation  of  all  his  symptoms  immediately  after  each  dose 
of  quinine,  which  he  Lad  taken  in  four  doses  every  three  hours;, 
but  I  continued  it  uuttl  I  became  convinced  that  his  statement 
was  true,  and  then  substituted  duver  powder  and  morphine,  with 
satisfactory  results.  My  next  patient  recovered  with  no  qainiue 
after  my  first  visit,  but  was  sorely  salivated  by  a  single  blue  pill. 
My  third  patient,  in  consultation,  died  the  same  night  that  I  saw 
her.  Her  medical  attendant  told  me  she  had  taken  quinine 
heroically,  and  he  candidly  thought  it  did  harm,  I  have  often 
been  called  to  patients  since  under  the  influence  of  quinine,  and 
found  them  more  unmanageable  than  those  who  had  taken  none; 
and;  except  in  a  single  case,  differing  in  many  respects  from  others, 
I  have  not  prescribed  it  since,  but  have  watched  it  with  lively 
interest  in  the  hands  of  others.  When  your  attention  is  once 
directed  to  its  effects,  you  may  often  perceive  effects  less  distinct, 
and  less  injurious  than  then,  but  still  prejudicial;  and  with  a. 
remedy  so  potent  for  good,  if  it  has  no  positively  beneficial  effect, 
it  is  as  actively  injurious. 
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It.  W.  WESTMORELAND.  U.D.,  BBFOBnB. 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  5, 1875. 

Academy  m«t,  Vice-Preeident,  Dr.  Bonacbenbarg  in  the  cbair. 

Report  of  cases  being  is  order.  Dr.  Baird  read  a  commonica- 
tioD  from  Dr.  C.  Drew,  JacksoDville,  Florida,  correBponding 
member  of  the  Academy,  relating  to  eases  of  pernicious  inter- 
mittent fever  occurring  among  the  batchers  more  particnlorly. 
The  butchers  having  to  go  before  day  to  carry  their  meat  to 
markt't,  and  then,  after  working  tall  late  in  the  morning,  go  home 
through  the  sun  to  breakfast,  the  doctor  mipposed  that  the 
malarial  poison  was  more  readily  absorbed  on  account  of  their 
fatigued  condition — they  having  to  go  home  through  a  malarious 
district. 

Dr.  Baird  asked  to  know  if,  in  the  experience  of  any  member, 
butchers  especially  hnd  been  subject  to  such  attacks  in  this  city. 

No  member  recollected  any  such  tendency  in  this  locality. 

Dr.  J,  G.  Westmoreland  thought  the  principal  point  in  there- 
port  was  the  time  the  malaria  was  inhaled.  It  is  generally 
believed  that  malaria  is  not  inhaled  after  the  sun  rises  to  any 
height,  and  therefore  he  thonght  that  the  butchers,  having  to  go 
some  distance  before  day  through  a  maloriouH  district,  were  more 
particularly  sabject  to  the  influence. 

Dr.  J.  0.  Westmoreland  reported  a  case  of  poisoning  by 
opium,  in  which  the  subject  had  taken  half  a  fluid  ounce  of 
laudanum  twenty  minutes  before  be  saw  bim,  aud  perhaps  had 
taken  as  much  more  previously,  from  tbe  history  of  the  case. 
Found  him  in  a  state  of  stupor,  bat  with  considerable  effort  was 
aroused  sufficiently  to  be  induced  to  swallow  some  warm  water. 
By  the  stomach  tube  and  vomiting  of  the  patient,  tbe  stomach 
was  relieved  of  what  had  not  been  absorbed.  Bepeated  hypo- 
dermic injections  of  atropia  for  half  an  hour,  by  which  one-fifth 
of  a  grain  was  used,  changed  th«  pupil  from  very  great  contrac- 
tion to  considerable  dilation,  after  which  the  patient  revired  from 
his  stupor.  When  last  seen,  had  symptoms  resembling  intoxica- 
tion. Fulse,  when  first  seen,  was  about  fifty,  left  him  with  a 
pulse  of  eeventy-flve  or  eighty. 

Dr.  Armstrong  reported  three  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  com- 
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mencing  with  rcmiasiona,  wliich  led  him  astray  as  to  the  trno 
character  of  the  fever  for  the  firgt  few  duys.  Desired  to  kDow 
the  experience  of  members  as  to  the  occnrrence  of  mtermission 
in  the  commenciug  of  tjphoid  fever.  All  the  cases  had  pnea- 
moaic  symptoms,  which  proved  to  be  the  greatest  difficulty  in 
treatment 

Dr,  J.  3.  Westmoreland  desired  to  know  the  dnration  of  the 
disease  in  the  cases  reported. 

Dr.  Armstrong  stated  that  the  first  died  after  twenty  days; 
the  second  after  thirty  days,  with  hemonhage  from  the  lungs;  ani] 
the  third,  now  under  treatment,  now  eighteen  days  from  com- 
mencement, is  doing  very  well. 

Dr.  J.  Q.  Westmoreland  stated  that  the  opinion  once  pre- 
vailed that  typhoid  fever  was  invariably  continued  in  ita  character, 
but  it  has  been  ascertained  that  it  is  sometimes  remittent  and 
occasionally  intermittent  in  the  commencement  of  the  disease. 
Bemembers  the  first  case  he  ever  treated  was  entirely  intermittent 
for  several  days  at  the  outset;  has  seen  several  since  of  lite 
character.  Some  have  used  quinine  to  teat  the  character  of  the 
fever  where  remiseions  existed. 

Dr.  Baird  reported  a  case  of  remittent  fever,  for  which  quinine 
was  prescribed.  It  failed  to  arrest  ihe  fever,  and  subsequent 
developments  proved  it  to  be  typhoid  fever. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  was  called  to  perform  the  operation 
of  cesophagotomy  for  supposed  chicken  bona  in  cesopht^us.  The 
attending  phyaiciitn  thoaght  that  he  felt  distinctly  the  bone,  and 
tried  to  extract  it  but  failed.  Found  the  parts  excessively 
swollen — so  much  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  swallow  solids. 
Poise  one  hundred  and  ten  to  one  hundred  and  fifteen,  with  heat  of 
skin.  The  operation  of  cesophagotomy  being  decided  on,  the 
difficulty  was  to  locate  the  point  where  the  incision  should  be  made, 
as  the  tumefaction  was  so  great  that  the  nsnal  guides  were  entirely 
obscured.  Leftside ofneckwasscleoted,  and,  fortunately,  tbe  incis- 
ion was  made  at  the  right  point.  The  incision  having  been  made  to 
thecesophagus,  considerable  pus  was  discharged,  but  the  cesopha- 
gus  being  opened  no  bone  was  discovered,  either  above  or  below  the 
opening.  No  vessel  was  injured  requiring  ligature.  Did  not  know 
what  had  become  of  the  bone;  desired  toknow  the  opinion  of  others 
as  to  propriety  of  operation.  The  cesophagus  had  softened  consider- 
ably, and  was  easily  torn.  There  seemed  to  be  no  great  shock  to  the 
'  patient  at  the  time  of  operation,  but  has  learned  that  he  died  16 
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lionrs  after  the  operation.  Did  not  follow  tbe  plan  of  Dr.  Gross  in 
closing  tbe  oesopliagus  and  skin  with  sutures,  bat  preferred  and 
followed  that  of  Dr.  Chiverin  leaving  the  opening  free.  Dr.  C.  per- 
formed three  operations  in  this  manner,  two  of  which  recovered. 

A  record  of  twenty-five  operations  of  oasophagotomy  shows  a 
very  favorable  per  cent,  of  recovery. 

Academy  adjourned. 

Atlanta,  October  19,  1875. 
.  Academy  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  John  M. 
-Johnson. 

Dr.  Calhoun  reported  four  cases,  in  which  enncleation  of  eye- 
ball was  performed.  He  exhibited  to  the  Academy  the  preserved 
specimens,  and  remarked  that  the  injury  to  the  eye  resulted  each 
from  different  causes.  The  first  case  reported  was  that  of  a  man 
aged  twenty-one  years,  who  received  a  cut  in  the  right  eye,  re- 
snlting  in  total  destruction  of  vision.  The  instrument  by  which 
the  wound  was  given  entered  at  the  lower  corneo-sclerotic  junc- 
tion, piercing  the  ciliary  bodies.  Four  weeks  after  the  reception 
of  the  injury,  sympathetic  inflammation  was  set  np  in  tbe  left 
eye,  in  which  tbe  vision  began  to  fail  with  great  pain.  Tbe  con- 
sent of  the  patient  to  an  operation  having  been  refused  until  five 
months  afterwards,  when  he  was  induced  to  submit,  and  tbe  ope- 
ration of  enucleation  was  performed.  The  patient  was  kept  in 
bed  fonr  or  five  days,  and  in  that  time  tbe  inflammation  subsided, 
and  vision  was  perfectly  restored  in  the  left  or  sound  eye. 

Tbe  second  case  was  that  of  an  old  man  aged  fifty,  who  pre- 
sented himself  five  weeks  ago.  Two  years  ago  contracted  syph- 
ilis. Six  mouths  afterward  had  syphilitic  iritis,  with  gummy 
tumors  upon  tbe  iris  of  tbe  right  eye.  Deatraction  of  vision 
supervened,  which  was  not  removed  by  curing  the  disease,  but  the 
ball  shrivelled  up,  and  became  indurated.  Six  months  ago  a 
slight  irritation  was  set  up  in  the  left  eye,  with  gradual  failure  of 
vision,  and  increase  of  irritation  and  pain  in  both.  General 
health  failing,  and  consent  to  operation  being  obtained,  the  ball 
of  the  right  eye  was  extracted  by  enucleation.  Treated  in  the 
usual  manner,  and  tbe  recovery  was  complete — sight  in  the  left  eye 
restored. 

Tbe  third  case  was  a  woman  sixty  years  old,  who  presented 
herself  four  weeks  ago,  with  left  eyeball  immensely  inflamed, 
red  and  swollen,  protruding  considerably  from  the  eyelids.     Sym- 
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pathetic  iuflammation  involved  the  right  eye,  aod  enncleation 
was  resorted  to,  with  the  recovery  of  the  sonnd  eye.  This  was 
evidently  a  case  of  idenpalhic  irido-ohoroiditis,  as  no  canse  could 
be  found  to  nhich  it  was  attributable.  Some  sappoeitioD  of 
syphilitic  origin  obtained,  but  a  thorough  esamination  dispelled 
any  Buch. 

The  fourth  case  reported  was  that  of  a  man  thirty-three 
years  old,  who  two  weeks  ago,  contracted  gonorrhcea,  from 
which  he  had  gonorrh<»al  ophthalmia  in  the  left  eye.  The  at- 
tending physicians  resorted  to  the  UBual  means  to  suppreas.the 
gonon-hceal  ophthalmic  inflammntion  without  success.  The 
cornea  eloughed  off,  permitting  the  protrasion  of  the  cou- 
teuts  of  the  ball.  When  preseitted  to  Dr.  Calhoun,  the  right  eye 
began  to  show  eigus  of  sympathetic  infiammation,  and  increased 
80  rapidly  that  enucleation  was  deemed  necessary. 

He  desired  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  the  four  cases 
there  was  a  sympathetic  inflammation  produced  in  each  by  dif- 
ferent causes,  uumi'ly:  traumatic,  idopathic,  syphilitic  and  gonor- 
rhceal. 

Dr.  Logan  called  attention  to  the  apparent  antidotal  effect  of 
veratrum  manifested  in  the  recent  use  by  him  of  this  drug  in  au 
acute  attack  of  disease,  in  which  narcotism  had  been  produced 
by  the  injudicious  use  of  opium.  He  administered  veratum  to 
allay  febrile  symptoms  with  relief  of  the  stupor  resulting. 

Dr.  Todd  mentioned  a  report  he  made  in  the  American  Jonr- 
nal  of  Medical  Sciences,  of  November,  1872,  of  a  case  of  opium 
poisoning,  which  recovered  on  the  use  of  veratrum.  In  com- 
pliance with  the  request  that  he  report  other  cases  in  which  he 
had  used  the  remedy,  he  reported,  fii'st,  the  case  of  a  baker,  who 
took  2^  of  tincL  opii.  He  was  bent  on  suicide,  refused  to  take 
any  remedy,  but  by  considerable  effort  was  induced  to  swallow 
thirty  grains  of  snlpbate  of  zinc,  and  sixty  grains  of  ipecac,  with 
repetition  of  zinc  without  vomiting.  Kot withstanding  this,  the 
patient  grew  rapidly  worse,  and  the  cold  douche  mustard  and 
electricity  were  resorted  to.  An  hour  afterward  one-fourth  of  a 
grain  of  atropia  was  administered.  Shortly  after  this  the  pnlse 
wa«  fifty,  respiration  ten,  with  pupils  greatly  dilated,  the  pulse 
growing  weaker,  and  coma  persistent.  Pulse  fell  as  low  as  forty, 
when  it  occurred  to  him  to  give  veratram.  Three  drops  were 
given  hypodermically,  repeated  in  ten  to  fifteen  minutes,  after 
which  the  patient  became  conscious.     In  fifteen  minutes  gave  an- 
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other  injeotion  of  three  drops,  which  produced  recorer;  complete. 

The  second  case,  a  man  forty-five  years  old,  who  had  takea 
1^  of  gnm  opium  an  hour  before.  When  seen  he  woa  highly  in- 
toxicated, with  profuse  perspiration.  Persistently  refused  to  take 
any  remedy.  A  male  datheter  was  introduced  into  the  nose,  and 
down  the  throat,  through  which  sixty  or  seyenty  grains  of  sul- 
phate of  zino  and  as  much  ipecac  was  passed  into  the  stomach. 
Immediately  great  quantities  of  opium  were  vomited.  He  was 
continually  worried  and  walked,  yet  the  comatose  condition  in- 
creased. Ten  to  twelve  drops  of  veratrum  were  given  hypoder- 
mically  every  half  hour,  producing  emesis  at  each  time.  For 
eight  hours  after  no  great  contraction  of  pupils,  nor  any  consid- 
erable degree  of  unconsciousness.  At  the  expiration  of  eight 
hours  the  family  physician  was  called  in,  and  only  one  more  dose 
of  veratrum  was  given.  Fulse  was  sixty-five,  respiration  fifteen 
or  sixteen.  Cold  douche  and  atrophia  were  resorted  to  an  hour 
after,  until  the  pupils  were  dilated,  they  having  contracted  for 
an  hour  or  so,  but  with  perceptible  increase  of  BtU)>or.  Mustard 
was  applied  to  the  spine  and  extremities.  Ten  hours  after  he 
was  first  soon  be  died  of  asphyxia,  the  heart  continuing  to  act 
for  several  minutes  after  breathiug  had  stopped.  An  attempt  to 
re-eetablish  breathing  failed. 

The  nest  was  a  child  ten  years  old,  affected  with  meningitis, 
to  which,  after  being  bled,  an  over  dose  of  morphine  was  given 
by  the  attending  physician.  When  called  in  consultation,  the 
patient  showed  all  the  symptoms  of  opium  poisoning,  and  in  half 
an  hourwasin  comatose  condition.  Three  drops  of  veratrum  were 
injected  hypodermically  until  nine  drops  were  nsed.  Twelve 
honrs  after  the  child  died,  with  widely  dilated  pupils,  from  the 
force  of  the  disease. 

He  remarked  that  in  cose  of  poisoning,  whether  from  opium 
or  alcohol,  he  thought  an  emetic  did  good  nob  only  by  reUeviog 
the  stomach  of  what  poison  it  might  contain,  but  also  ebminated 
the  poison  from  the  system.  Call  the  effect  revulsion,  or  what 
not,  the  result  is  the  same.  Beported  some  experiments  he  had 
heard  of  by  Dr.  Reese  with  atropia  on  dogs,  in  which  large  doses 
did  not  do  so  much  damage  as  smaller  ones  combined  with 
opinm. 

Dr.  Baird  made  a  motion  that  Dr.  Logan  be  requested  to 
read  to  the  Academy  his  report  on  the  suppression  of  small-pox, 
prepared  for  the  State  Board  of  Health,  which  was  adopted. 
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Dr.  LogaD  then  read  a  (taper,  in  whioli  he  insisted  upon  the 
necessity  of  having  means  adopted  by  which  vaccination  wonld 
be  more  thorougbly  attend  to.  He  spoke  of  the  theory  that 
other  diseases  might  be  transmitted  throogh  the  mediam  of  the 
vaccine  virus,  and  desired  to  know  the  disease  in  which  the  evi- 
dence was  conclnsive.    Wished  the  opinion  of  members. 

Dr.  Miller  stated  that  bis  eiperieace  was  negative,  never  hav- 
ing witnessed  any  thing  of  the  kiud.  Thought,  however,  that 
there  shonld  be  great  caution  exercised,  as  there  was  a  proba- 
bility of  such  an  occurrence. 

Academy  adjourned. 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  26, 1875. 

Academy  called  to  order  by  the  Vice-President,  Dr.  V.  H. 
Taliaferro. 

Report  of  cases: 

Dr.  Woodhnll  mentioned  a  case  of  threatened  miscarriage 
'which  he  had  treated  six  or  eight  weeks  with  viburnum  pruni- 
folium.  This  case  was  six  months  advanced  in  pregnancy,  and 
be  was  satisfied  from  the  nature  of  the  pains  that  they  were  from 
ntsrine  contractions,  although  the  os  uteri  bad  not  dilated.  Gave 
the  remedy  in  3j  of  flu.  extract.  Only  recently  has  his  attention 
been  called  to  the  sedative  action  of  this  remedy  on  the  uteros, 
and  desired  the  experience  of  members  as  to  its  efficacy. 

Dr.  Armstrong  replied  that  he  had  used  the  remedy  often  in 
conjunction  with  opium  in  the  dose  of  from  one  dessertspoonful 
to  a  tablespoon tul,  repeated  in  one,  two,  and  three  hours,  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  case. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  had  used  it  in  pevi-ral  cases,  with  only  one 
failure  to  control  the  contractions.  In  this  case  the  woman  was 
six  months  advanced  when  he  was  cnllud  in,  and  found  the  pains 
very  active.  Administered  viburnum  in  r3j  doses,  with  x.  to  xv. 
grs.  brom.  potass.,  which  quieted  the  uterus.  He  left  directions 
to  repeat  the  dost!  at  certain  intervals,  should  the  pains  continue 
to  recur.  By  failure  to  comply  properly  with  instructions,  pains 
came  on  again  with  renewed  activity.  Again  the  remedy  quieted 
the  uterus.  For  three  or  four  days  there  was  no  sign  of  return- 
ing, when,  without  premonition,  pains  came  on  and  the  membranes 
ruptured.  Remedy  used  then  with  former  result,  but  two  days 
after  she  miscarried  fvith  twins.  In  one  the  membrane  was  rup- 
tured, the  other  was  not    The  second  case  reported  was  a  woman 


b,Coo*^lc 


ATLASTA  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE.  55T 

in  the  habit  of  aborting  at  aboat  the  with  month  period.  Tibur- 
num  and  brom.  potass,  were  prescribed  two  or  three  times  a  day 
nntil  pains  coming  on,  it  was  given  every  two  or  three  hoars. 
The  woman  went  to  fall  term. 

Dr.  Armstrong  reported  a  case  of  evident  scarlet  fever.  Men- 
tioned all  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  this  disease  as  being 
plainly  manifested  in  this  case. 

Dr.  Logan  having  seen  the  case  with  Dr.  Armstrong,  unhesita- 
tingly confirmed  his  diagnosis.  Mentioned,  as  a  point  overlooked 
by  Dr.  Armstrong  in  his  report,  the  mulberry  tongue  which  was 
very  marhed  in  this  case. 

Dr.  B.  W.  Westmoreland  reported  a  case  of  supposed  prema- 
ture rupture  of  membrane  in  which,  three  or  four  days  before 
labor,  the  patient  bad  a  sudden  discbarge  of  water  from  the 
vagina,  unattended  with  pain.  At  the  time  of  the  labor  neither 
he  nor  the  patient  observed  any  dischai^  of  water.  Desired  ta 
have  the  opinion  of  members  as  to  the  probability  of  rupture  of 
membrane  in  this  case. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Weatmorelnnd  desired  to  know  if  any  member  had 
discovered  diptheria  in  the  city.  Hie  attention  bad  been  called 
to  its  presence.     Had  not  seen  any  himself. 

Dr.  Lt^an  had  seen  one  case  of  distinctly  marked  diptheria, 
with  recovery. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  reported  a  case  of  poisoning  by  ext. 
nux  vomica.  A  lady  having  taken  about  eight  times  as  much  as  ' 
the  prescribed  dose,  seven  hours  after  bad  all  the  symptoms  of 
strychnine  poisoning.  Prompt  relief  was  given  by  the  use  of 
chloroform  and  ether  by  inhalation.  Ether  was  discontinued  on 
account  of  its  suffocating  effects.  For  three  hours  the  patient 
was  slightly  under  the  influence  of  the  chloroform.  Great  ner- 
vousness and  soreness  were  the  after  symptoms,  which  were 
allayed  by  eight  grains  of  chloral,  and  recovery  was  complete. 

Dr.  Baird  desired  to  know  in  what  manner  chloroform  proved 
curative  or  antidotal. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  thought  it  was  not  antidotal,  but 
quiets  the  excitement  through  the  nervous  system.  Aa  strych- 
nine destroys  hfe  in  a  manner  similar  to  tetanns  by  excessive 
muscular  action,  and  consequent  exhaustion,  chloroform  controls 
this  by  its  antesthetic  effect  upon  the  nervous  system. 

Dr.  WoodhuU  thought  that  the  excessive  irritatiou  of  the 
spine  by  the  sfci7cbnine  was  counteracted  by  the  soothing  effect 
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of  the  cliloroform.  The  fact  that  doge  die  eaddeuly  from  etrych- 
Dine  denye  the  assertion  that  death  b;  exhaastioa  is  the  nsnal 
reaolt 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmorelaml  remarked  that  very  large  dosea,  by 
par&lyzmg  the  power  of  reapiratiou,  through  exceesiTe  nervous 
action,  produced  sudden  death. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  thought  chloral  poeeessed  antidotal  powers  ia 
strychnine  poisoning.  Mentioned  the  occasion  of  its  use  in  the 
poisoning  of  a  favorite  dog  by  strychnine.  Twenty  to  twenty- 
five  grains  of  chloral,  repeated  in  an  hour,  were  forced  down  the 
throat  Id  two  hours  the  spasms  ceased,  and  the  dog  was  seem- 
ingly qnite  well.  Supposed  the  action  of  chloral  similar  to  chlo- 
roform in  such  poisoning. 

Dr.  Baird  then  understood  that  strychnine,  producing  a  local 
irritation,  was  soothed  or  neutralized  by  the  anteathetic  action  of 
chloroform  upon  the  nervous  centres. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  explained  that  his  idea  was  that 
each  action  had  its  effect  through  the  nervous  system — the  one 
exciting,  the  other  soothing. 

Dr.  Armstrong  remarked  that  he  had  seen  but  one  case  of 
strychnine  poisoning,  and  this  he  attributed  to  an  over  dose  of 
Collin's  antidote,  by  a  gentleman  in  the  habit  of  using  opium. 
This  preparation  contains,  as  he  believes,  strychnine. 

Dr.  Logan  reported  a  case  in  which  he  was  informed  by  the 
lady's  husband  that  the  antidote  has  about  the  same  effect  as  the 
opium,  her  appetite  being  aa  good  for  the'  antidote  as  for  the 
opium.  Hence  be  believed  that  opium  was  the  principal  ingre- 
dient. 

Dr.  Todd  remarked  that  he  beheved  opium  constituted  the 
principal  ingredient,  merely  in  a  colored  form.  Does  not  think 
tliat  strychnine  enters  into  the  composition. 

Academy  adjourned. 


iBm  fohHttgiiS. 


DiiBT  A  Caume  of  Oatakbh. — Dr.  W.  H.  Bennett,  of  New  York, 
has  contributed  to  the  September  number  of  the  Medical  Becord 
a  very  able  essay  upon  abnormal  conditions  of  the  superior  air 
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passages,  and  some  of  the  causes  of  chronic  indammatioa  of 
these  parts,  in  which  be  ranks  dust  as  one  of  the  most  efficient 
causes.  He  thinks  that  he  has  proved  eatiafactorily  that  chronio 
catarrh  may  be  produced  by  the  action  of  dust,  through  experi- 
meuts  upon  animals  forced  to  breathe  the  air  which  contained  no 
more  dust  than  is  frequently  eeeu  in  the  air  in  certain  parts  of 
the  business  portions  of  New  York.  Dost  isening  from  the  regis- 
ters of  houses  heated  with  hot  air  furnaces,  and  dust  of  streets 
— which  is  a  combination  of  nearly  all  sabataDces,  filthy  and 
otherwise,  known  to  mankind — he  regards  aa  more  effective  in 
l>roducing  these  complaints  than  clean  earth  dust  and  dust  oc- 
curring iu  various  manufactories.  It  seems  certain  that  chronic 
catarrh  is  more  prevalent  in  citius  than  in  country  districts.  Dr. 
Bennett  estimates  that  at  least  four  or  five  out  uf  every  twelve  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  irrespective  of  their  calling  or  profession, 
sufiTer  from  chronic  iuflammatioa  of  some  part  of  the  respiratory 
ruembrane  situated  above  the  trachea.  Naso-pharyngeal  catarrh, 
he  states,  Is  extremely  prevalent  among  the  conductors  of  the  city 
Jiorse-care,  and  this  disease  is  always  a^^ravated  when  the  streets 
are  dry,  and  the  consequent  amount  of  dust  dragged  after  the 
«ar8  is  excessive.  "We  think  Dr.  Bennett  is  correct  in  his  conclu- 
sions, so  fur  as  the  majority  of  cases  are  concerned,  and  as  the 
amount  of  dust  is  unlimited,  there  seems  to*  be  no  remedy  except 
to  keep  out  of  it,  and  keep  the  nasal  passages  as  clean  as  possible. 
nercUd  of  Huallh. 

On  Hypoderuic  Injection  of  Erootine  m  Cebtaik  Cases  or 
Acute  Mania. — In  the  Altgemeine  ZeUnchri/l  fur  P^ifcfuatrie,  Band 
xxxii.  Heft  2,  Dr  A.  H.  van  Andel  reports  the  results  of  cases  of 
mania  in  which  he  has  injected  ergotiiie,  together  with  his  reasons 
for  pursuing  this  method  cf  treatment.  The  author  first  gives  a 
short  description  of  the  class  of  oases  to  which  he  considers  this 
plan  most  applicable;  they  are  those  in  which  a  previously 
healthy  patient,  after  a  week  or  two'o  restlessness,  suddenly 
breaks  out  into  a  state  of  violent  mania,  with  raised  temperature 
aud  synlptoms  of  congestion  in  the  head,  such  as  flushed  face, 
injected  coujunctivee,  throbbing  carotids,  contracted  pupils.  In 
these  cases  of  acute  delii-iuus  mania  opium  is  contra-indicated; 
tartar  emetic  in  large  doses  quiets  the  patient,  but  injures  the  di- 
gestion, and  fails  to  cure  the  iuaanity;  prolonged  bathsi  or  the 
wet  sheet  are  of  doubtful  benelit.     Ergotine  had  previously  nt- 
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trnctcd  Htt«Dtioa  by  its  nee  ia  the  treatment  «f  migraine,  and 
GrichtoQ  Browne  had  given  it  in  some  casee  of  epileptic  insanity 
and  chronic  mania  vithoat  much  reeult-  Browne-Sequard  aaw 
the  vesseU  of  the  meninges  contract  after  the  injection  of  ergo- 
tine,  and  this  was  confirmed  by  Hormanides.  Yan  Andel  first 
used  this  treatment  in  the  autarau  of  1873.  Hie  patient  was  a 
female  epileptic  in  the  "status  epilepticus;"  she  had  bad  a  simi- 
lar attack  two  years  before,  which  had  lasted  a  long  time,  and 
was  not  perceptibly  benefited  by  the  uanal  methods  of  treatment, 
viz.,  ice  to  the  head,  leeches,  bromide  of  potassium,  morphia  sub- 
cutaneouely,  etc.  Both  in  this  case  and  in  another  similar  one, 
in  which  death  from  ezhauation  was  feared,  great  good  seems  to- 
have  resolted  from  the  new  treatment;  in  the  former  case  the 
attack  did  not  last  one-third  bo  long  as  the  previous  one  had 
done.  Each  injection  consisted  of  one  decigramme  (abont  one 
and  a  half  grains)  of  ergotine  in  half  a  gramme  each  of  glyce- 
rine and  rectified  spirit 

Another  case  is  related  pretty  folly  by  the  author.  It  is  that 
■of  a  robust  sailor,  aged  forty,  who,  in  one  fortnight,  had  three 
distinct  attacks  of  furious  mania,  each  lasting  several  days.  The 
latter  two  of  these  ontburats  were  treated  i>y  injections  of  ergo- 
tine, and  the  application  of  ice,  with  good  resnlta  The  patient 
has  since  remained  quite  well.  In  all,  fifteen  iujectione  were 
made  in  the  fornigbt,  the  same  dose  as  above  being  given  twice 
daily  when  required.  The  symptoms  of  cerebi-al  congestion  dis- 
appeared with  each  remission  of  the  symptoms.  This  was  the 
only  case  in  which  the  injections  were  followed  by  small  local  ab- 
scesses, but  these  gave  little  trouble;  in  some  other  cases  small 
tender  swellings  formed  at  the  seat  of  iujectitm.  So  disagreea- 
ble local  results  have  been  caused  in  caat-s  where  ergotine  haa 
been  administered  in  this  way  iar  poxt-parlum  hemorrhage. 

The  author  has  now  employed  this  method  of  treatment  in 
many  cases  to  counteract  hyperiemia  of  the  nervous  centres.  He 
reports  the  usual  effects  to  be  lessening  of  excitement,  the  grad- 
ual cessation  of  raving,  crying,  and  storming,  the  patient,  although 
confused,  becoming  more  manageable,  and  that  sometimes  the 
injection  was  followed  by  a  refreshing  sleep.  As  cases  of  acute 
delirium  are  often  of  short  duration,  and  frequently  are  never 
sent  to  an  asylum,  it  is  desirable  that  any  method  of  treatment 
which  is  followed  by  markedly  beneficial  results,  should  be  known 
to  the  profession  at  large;  but,  as  the  author  rightly  remarka. 
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further  observant  is  needed,  aided,  if  poBsible,  by  thermometer 
and  sphjgmograph. — Lond.  Med.  Record,  Sept.  15,  1876. 

TasATMENT   OF   FoNcnoNiL    Headache. — For   the  headaches 
which  depend  on  antemia  of  the  brain,  nsaall;  resalting  from 
nervous  exhaustion,  and  following  mental  work  or  physical  fatigue. 
Dr.  McLane  Hamilton  gives  tea  or  cocoa  at  the  time,  and  recom- 
mends the  following  prescription: 
&.     StrycbnifB  soph.  gr.  i; 
Acidi  phosh.  dil. ; 
Tr.  Ferri.  clor.  aa  3vi.; 
Aqute  camphorse  ad.  5iv. 
Sig. — A  teaspooofol  after  eating. 
Aromatic  spirits  of  ammonia  and  sherry  may  be  given  several 
times  a  day  with  good  effect.    Muriate  of  ammonia  is  an  invalu- 
able remedy  in  these  headaches,  particularly  in  bemicrania.    It 
should  be  given  in  very  large  doses — from  ten  grains  to  thirty — ■ 
every  hour  until  relief  is  obtained. 

The  hypertEflhelic  headache  demands  opposite  treatment,  and 
is  aggravated  by  stimuIantB.     These  are  the  cases  where  there 
are  redness  of  the  face,  tense  carotids,  injected  conjanctivse,  heat 
of  skin,  restlessness  and  confusion  of  the  mental  faculties.    During 
the  paroxysms  the  hands  and  feet  are  generally  cold,  and  the 
patients  suffer  from  sleeplessness.     For  these  he  believes  bromide 
of  sodium  to  be  the  most  efficacious  remedy,  and  nest  to  it  the 
bromide  of  calcium.     He  recommends: 
Q..     Sodii  bromidi,  |i.; 
Fid.  ert  ergctt,  5i. 
Aqjife  camphorte,  ad.  liv. 
Sig.  —A  teaspoonful  every  three  hoars,  or  two  teaspoonfuls 
at  night 

In  these  headaches,  cardiac  sedatives,  such  as  aconite  and 
veratrum  viride,  are  of  great  service,  and  the  continued  use  of 
digitalis  combined  with  zinc  is  beneficial.  For  the  headaches  of 
inebriety  he  uses  the  monobromide  of  camphor,  and  sometimeB 
applies  leeches  or  cups.  A  common  class  of  headaches  are  those 
depending  on  reflex  causes,  and  may  be  called  the  inhibitory 
headaches.  They  are  often  associated  with  indigestion  or  dis- 
turbance of  uterine  functions,  bat  there  are  some  points  of  irritation 
which  may  readily  be  overlooked,  such  as  hiemorrhoids,  which 
often  cause  headache  associated  vrith  great  restlessness  and 
Vou  XIIL-No.  9.-35. 
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fatigne.  Its  seat  ie  QBuallj  in  the  (roDtal  region,  and  it  cornea  on 
very  saddenly.  The  conditions  occasioning  these  headaches  are 
to  be  met  by  special  interference  and  proper  remedies. 

In  rheumatic  headache  the  pain  is  superficial,  and  there  ia  a 
diffused  hyperfesthesia  over  the  scalp  which  is  very  sensitive  to 
touch.  This  is  generally  amenable  in  a  few  minutes  to  the  faradaio 
current  applied  by  a  wire  brush.  In  the  headaches  whicE  are 
almost  invariably  associated  with  syphilis  the  inunction  of  mer- 
curial ointment  is  often  useful.  The  sub-occipital  headache  of 
malaria  is  often  uncontrolled  by  quinine  alone.  The  combination 
of  arsenious  acid  is  of  great  nse,  and  the  addition  of  a  small 
quantity  of  belladonna  increases  its  effects  still  more. 

In  neuralgia  he  finds  the  following  prescription  serviceable: 
K.    Morph.  sulpb.,  gr.  vi.; 
Ext.  belladonnsQ; 
Est.  nucie  vomiciB,  aa  gr.  sii.; 
Ferri  et  quinise  citrat.  3ii. 

Ft.  massa  et  divid.  in  pil.  No.  xtviii. 

One  three  times  a  day. 

Htrychnia  is  of  great  benefit  in  the  aoicmic  variety  of  neuralgia. 
I'eripheral  neuralgia  is  treated  most  successfully  by  local  appli- 
cations such  as  galvanism,  chloroform,  blisters,  and  the  actual 
cautery.  The  inhalation  of  a  few  drops  of  nitrite  of  amyl  often 
stops  a  severe  neuralgia.  Morphia  injected  subcutaneoualy  is  one 
of  the  best  remedies;  and  it  ia  perhaps  even  more  efficacious 
when  combined  with  atropine  than  when  employed  alone.  Freezing 
the  skin  just  in  front  of  the  ear,  by  ether  spray,  will  cut  short  a 
violent  attack  of  facial  neuralgia  in  a  few  moments.  In  employ- 
ing galvanism,  the  poles  should  be  held  over  the  nucha  or  lower 
down,  and  over  the  mastoid  bone  or  upon  both  temples.  In 
neuralgia  the  positive  pole  may  be  held  just  at  the  back  of  the 
ear,  and  the  negative  passed  over  the  several  branches  of  the 
fifth  nerve.  The  faradaic  current  often  reUeves  many  headaches, 
particularly  if  they  are  diffused  over  the  scalp,  and  if  they  are 
aggravated  by  heat  to  the  head  or  pressure.  Cold  applications; 
such  as  bladders  of  ice,  or  the  cold  douche,  are  especially  usefol 
in  headaches  belonging  to  the  hypertesthetic  variety. — Philadel- 
phia Medical  Times. 

Tbachbotomt  in  Croup  and  Diphtheria.  — Prof.  Spence,  Surgeon 
in  Ordinary  to  the  Queen  in  Scotland,  in  discussing  the  surgery 
of  the  air-passages,  in  his  recent  address  in  surgery  before  the 
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BriUeh  Medioa]  Aeaocifttion,  (British  Medical  Jooraa],  Ang.  14, 
1875),  Bai4:  "I  have  uow  performed  tracheotomy  for  aimple 
croup  one  hundred  and  three  times,  and  saved  thirty-four  oat  of 
that  number,  or  an  averagaof  about  one  life  saved  in  three  cases; 
and  it  most  be  remembered  that  at  first  I  only  operated  as  a  last 
resort,  and  even  yet  I  do  not  see  my  way  to  operate  quite  ao  early 
as  some  French  Surgeons  seem  to  do.  I  think,  however,  that 
there  should  be  do  delay  when  the  character  of  the  breathing 
and  the  contracted  state  of  the  thoracic  parietes  show  that  the 
lungs  are  oot  being  distended  with  air.  By  operating  early  we 
avoid  the  risk  of  oedema  or  congestion  of  the  lunge,  and  of  the 
effects  of  non-oxygen  Lied  blood  circulating  in  the  brain. 

"  I  think  it  right,  however,  to  warn  my  young  brethren  that' 
it  will  require  some  effort  to  bear  up  against  dieoooragiog  results. 
I  know  of  no  dass  of  oases  in  which  the  experience  is  so  painful: 
an  average  gives  little  idea  of  it.  You  may  have  five  or  six  oases 
in  SDCcession,  all  proving  fatal,  before  you  meet  with  one  redeem- 
ing succeBs;  but  then  you  have  the  temporary  relief  almost  in- 
variably afforded  to  the  little  sufferer;  the  resuscitations  in  some 
cases  apparently  dead;  and,  if  you  persevere,  the  average  of  sac- 
cess  will  oome.  Above  all,  we  must  recollect  that,  however  dis- 
agreeable or  unpleasant  the  operation  may  be  to  ourselves,  we 
are  bound  to  lose  sight  of  that,  and  give  the  patient  the  only 
chance  for  life. 

"  In  speaking  of  operations  in  cronp,  I  have  aaed  the  term 
simple  and  diphtheritic  cronp;  and  I  have  done  so  advisedly,  be- 
cause, whilst  the  average  resolts  of  my  operations  have  been  as 
good  in  one  disease  as  in  the  other,  I  consider  them  as  essen- 
tially different  diseases,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  an  extended 
experience  would  give  the  same  amount  of  success  in  diphtheritic 
croup  as  in  simple  croup.  It  has  been  with  no  small  amazement 
I  have  read  some  of  the  views  recently  propagated,  that  croup 
and  diphtheritic  oroap  are  identical.  I  can  hardly  conceive  two 
diseases  more  different,  whether  we  consider  them  in  the  causa- 
tion, symptoms,  or  sequelae-" 

Pro!  Spenca  drew  attention  to  the  difference  many  years  ago 
in  a  paper  read  before  the  Edinburgh  Medico-Chirurgical  Society, 
and  subsequently  published;  and,  looking  back  on  his  large  ex- 
perience in  croup  and  diphtheritic  cronp,  he  thinks  the  distinc- 
tive characters  are^too  .marked  to  allow  him  to  consider  the 
diseases  as  identical,  merely  because  they  possess  one  feature  in 
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PHOflpHiDE  OF  Zisc. — Nervous  exhaastioii  or  geoerftl  nerrooB  de- 
bility is  asaallj  associated  with  functiooal  derangement  in  some 
one  of  the  important  organs.  The  patient  is  irritable,  bas  feelings 
of  alarm,  confusion  of  the  mental  faculties,  nncertainty  of  memoty, 
wakeful  nights,  a  general  feeling  of  weakness,  and  althoogh  there 
is  DO  wasting  of  muscle  there  is  a  marked  weakness  of  the  spinal 
muscles  as  indicated  by  the  leaning  and  stooping  posture  of  the 
patient,  and  tottering  gait. 

In  this  condition  we  have  great  nervous  and  mental  depres- 
sions, pain  and  weariness  through  the  body.  Under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  zino  phosphide  the  appetite  is  increased,  the  diges- 
tion is  improved,  and  nutrition  begins  to  show  its  effects  upon  the 
muscles,  brain  and  nerves.  According!;  we  find  the  patients 
who  were  so  feeble  that  even  a  short  ride  or  walk  occasioned 
fatigue,  and  who  were  signally  deficient  both  in. the  will  and 
capacity  lor  exertion,  soon  begin  to  develop  under  the  treatment, 
an  activity  and  vigor  that  is  sometimes  surprising. 

Zinc  phosphide  can  bo  combined  with  other  drugs,  with  good 
advantage,  excepting  acids. 

The  following  pill  I  have  found  invaluable  in  chorea: 

R, — Phosphide  of  Zinc,        .  .  gr.     s. 

Ale.  Est  Cimicifuga,  ,  .  ■     g'-  s"- 

"        "     HyoBcyami,    .  .  .  gr.  xi. 

M.  ft  pil.  no.  L. 

Sig.  One  to  two  pilla  three  times  a  day,  for  a  child  twelve 
years  of  age. 

Sphial  iTTiiation. — As  tbe  faculties  of  the  spinal  cord  are  bnilt 
up  by  organization  so  must  they  bo  kept  up  by  due  nutrition.  If 
not  so  preserved  in  vigor — if  exhausted  by  any  means  ill  effects 
are  manifest  in  degenerate  action,  therefore  spinal  irritatioa  is  in 
fact  a  mal-nutritiou. 

The  differential  diagnosis  between  spinal  irritation  and  spinal 
congestion  or  inflammation  is  one,  purely  of  degree  and  effect. 

The  following  pill  has  proved  curative  in  a  number  of  vei; 
stubborn  cases. 

ft. — Phosphide  of  Zinc,        .  .  gr.     x. 

Phosphate  of  Iron,  .  .  ■    S'-  Ixsx. 

Quinine,  .  .  .  gr.   xL 

Ale.  Ext.  HyoBCjami,  .  -ST'  ^^^ 

"       "     Belladonna,  gr.  xiL 

M.  ft  pil.  no.  L,  and  sugar-coat  them. 

Sig.  One  pill  every  four  hours. 
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Catoiino  Coi.d. — The  BeaBon  of  the  year  will  soon  be  npon  qb 
-when  people  ev^rjrwhere  will  be  taking  cold,  and  in  many  cases 
thej  will  suff(?r  much  and  die.  A  little  care  would  often  prevents 
it.  In  the  first  place,  as  one  of  the  means  to  prevent  a  cold,  the 
daily  bath  in  a  warm  room,  with  much  friction,  is  very  important. 
In  no  case  should  the  body  be  chilled.  Use  much  friction  over 
the  cheet  and  throat,  and  snnfiT  into  the  nostrils  a  little  of  the 
water  warmed  to  a  comfortable  temperature. 

Next,  after  the  bath,  take  daily  exercise  in  the  open  air, 
neither  too  much  nor  too  little;  exposing  the  body  somewhat  to 
the  cold  and  sun  for  a  short  time,  but  never  exhausting  it.  One 
chief  danger  from  colds  is  the  exhausted  state  of  the  body  tbat 
first  occurs,  so  it  is  not  able  to  resist  unfavorable  intiuences. 
People  who  are  not  very  vigorous  should  avoid  over  exertion  and 
keep  the  strength  ap  to  the  highest  point 

It  will  help  those  prone  to  colds  to  sleep  all  they  can. 

Another  cause  of  colds  is  eating  too  heartily  after  a  day's 
work,  when  there  are  not  forces  enough  to  digest  the  food  and 
keep  np  the  circulation.  Eat  moderately  at  night,  if  too  would 
avoid  a  cold. 

A  cold  in  iti  early  stages  may  be  broken  up  by  hot  foot-baths, 
warmth  to  the  body,  especially  a  hot  pack  or  a  hot  bath  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  with  much  friction  and  quiet  in  a  comfortable 
room.  It  is  not  advisable  to  take  a  hot  bath  at  night  in  such 
cases. 

"When  you  have  a  cold  don't  eat  much  or  work  much  unless 
you  have  great  physical  strength,  when  a  hard  day's  work  may 
be  a  good  ihing  to  equalize  the  circnlation  and  restore  the  action 
of  the  skin,  which  always  sufiFers  when  one  takes  cold. — Herald  of 
Heailh. 

The  Causes  of  Typhoid  Fever. — Dr.  Edwin  M.  Snow,  in  his 
last  report  as  City  Begiatrar  of  Providence,  says  of  this  disease: 

"  In  regard  to  the  causes  of  the  fever,  in  one  instance  well-water 
seemed  to  be  the  undoubted  cause  of  several  cases;  but  it  is  cer- 
tain that,  of  the  whole  numt>er  of  descendents  from  fever,  two* 
thirds  were  of  American  parentage.  Those  who  are  familiar 
^ith  the  localities  in  which  the  fever  prevails,  and  with  the  fftr 
worse  localities  that  are  comparatively  exempt  from  it,  must  be 
satisfied  tbat  sink-drains  and  cesspools  are  not  the  chief  causes, 
nor  even  the  prominent  of  this  particular  disease  in  this  city. — 
Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 
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liAsai  Pleubitio  EFrunons  ra  Phthwib. — M,  Lendet  (Oaz. 
H^)dom.,  September  8, 1876)  read  at  the  meeting  of  the  Freocb 
Science  ABsociation  at  Nantea  a  paper  apon  this  anbject,  trhioh 
he  terminated  with  the  following  coDclnsionB:  1.  In  the  conrae 
of  pulmonary  toberculofiia  the  pleura  may  become  filled  with  an 
effusion.  2.  While  this  may  be  serous,  purnlent,  or  hemorrhagic, 
it  is  most  commonly  pseudo-mem branons.  3.  Pleurisy  occupj- 
ing  the  entire  pleura  is  more  often  tubercular  in  its  nature  than 
idiopathic  4.  Patients  dying  during  the  exist^ce  of  these  ef- 
fusions frequently  present  caverns  and  tubercles  in  part  arrested, 
or  cretaceous — i.  e.,  the  lesions  of  regressive  tuberculosis  espec- 
ially appertaining  to  irregular  phthisis.  Afore  rarely  the  tnber- 
cnlosia  is  double,  and  softened;  and,  more  rarely  still,  only  mil- 
iary tubercles  may  be  met  with.  6.  The  tnbercnloais  is  not  more 
extensive  and  advanced  on  the  side  of  the  effusion;  it  is  even 
often  less  so.  6.  The  pleurisy  does  not  generally  induce  death 
by  its  abundance.  7.  Some  patients  die  in  a  cachectic  condition 
before  the  complete  absorption  of  the  effusion.  8.  Two-thirda 
of  these  patients  are  cured  of  the  effusion.  9.  The  cure  is  in 
general  slower  than  in  the  non-tuberculosis.  10.  Purulent  pleu- 
ritic tubercular  patients  are  susceptible  of  cure.  11.  Abundant 
effusion  does  not,  for  the  most  part,  increase  pulmonary  tubercu- 
losis, and  in  general  it  does  not  induce  a  more  rapid  evolution 
of  tuberculosis  in  the  lung  of  the  side  of  the  effusion  than  in  that 
of  the  opposite  side.  1^.  Purulent  pleurisy  does  not  seem  to 
accelerate  the  development  of  tubercnlosia. — Medical  Times  and 
OazeUe,  Sept  18,  1875. 

Tbbatueht  of  Hystesical  Attacks. — According  to  M.  Char- 
cot, who  has  lauded  this  very  highly,  compression  made  with  the 
hands  over  the  abdominal  region  corresponding  to  the  ovaries, 
will  almost  instantly  arrest  the  most  violent  attack  of  hysteria. 
In  this  regard  Dr.  Caffe  reports,  in  his  journal,  the  following  in- 
teresting facts:  More  than  thirty-five  years  have  passed  since  I 
witnessed,  with  Professor  Cbomel,  a  most  violent  attack  of  hys- 
teria in  4  young  woman  of  high  social  position,  thwarted  in  her 
marriage  projects.  The  very  learned  clinician  (who  was  at  the 
same  time  family  physician)  immediately  advised  me  to  mak& 
compression  with  both  hands  in  the  iliac  fossee  of  the  patient. 

The  attack  promptly  subsided  through  the  compression  of  the- 
«nra>  hysterica. — La  Tribune  Med. 
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A  Solution  or  Saucslio  Acid. — By  F.  Alfred  Beichardl. — The 
moBt  conoentrated  solution  of  Salicylic  Acid  bae  been,  np  to  the 
preeent,  obtained  by  asing  borax,  phoapbate  of  soda,  and  pbos- 
phate  of  ammonia,  but  as  these  will  only  dissoWe  about  one-third 
of  their  weight,  in  aboat  seventeeD  times  tlieir  balk  of  water,  we 
only  obtain  a  solution  of  ten  grains  to  the  ounce. 

After  repeated  experiments,  I  have  found  that  thirty  grains  of 
salicylic  acid,  with  one  drachm  of  saturate  of  ammonia,  and 
water  enough  to  make  one  fluid  ounce,  will  give  a  clear  solution. 
This  is,  I  beUve,  the  strongest  eolation  of  free  salicylic  add  known, 
and  the  solvent  used  has  never  been  mentioned  in  any  journals 
here  or  in  Europe. 

In  preparations  nhere  salicylic  acid  is  intended  for  external 
use,  a  German  writer  reports  that  a  solution  of  it  in  sulphite  of 
eoda,  is  of  the  greatest  benefit.  The  antiseptic  properties  of  the 
sahcylic  acid  are  mncb  enhanced  by  this  addition,  and  it  is  stated 
that  the  application  is  not  painful  to  wounds  or  excreted  surfaces. 
The  formula  is  as  follows: 

Salicylic  Acid 10  graina 

Suli)hite  of  Soda. 30  groins. 

Water 1  fl.  oz. 

It  has,  to  my  knowledge,  been  used  with  great  benefit  in 
several  cases  of  eczema. — I'hyxician  and  I'harmaciii. 

Tbeathbnt  of  OzKXk  BY  INJECTIONS  OP  CstOBAL. — II.  Ci'equy 
reports  the  cure  of  an  obstinate  case  of  oztena  by  the  injection 
of  a  solution  of  chloral.  He  simply  made  a  siphon  of  an  india- 
rubber  tube  by  putting  one  end  to  the  injection  and  the  other 
well  up  into  the  nasal  cavity.  The  disease  had  resisted  injections 
of  tannin,  phenon,  corrosive  subUmate,  etc.,  but  was  cured  in  a 
short  time  by  this  method. — Ball,  Qen.  de  Therap. 

Pbesebvation  or  Mobphia  Solutions. — It  is  asserted  by  M. 
Vidal,  that  the  addition  of  chloral  to  a  solution  of  morphia  ren- 
ders it  much  less  liable  to  spontaneeus  change.  That  fact,  if  it 
be  true,  is  important.  The  alteration  which  concentrated  solu- 
tions of  morphia  undergo  renders  their  strength  variable  and  au- 
certain  if  they  are  laid  by  for  a  time.  M.  Vidal  adds  to  the 
solution  a  qaantity  of  chloral  equivalent  to  twice  the  weight  of 
the  morphia  it  contains.  He  affirms  that  the  injection  of  this 
mixture  is  not  poinfni — The  Medwjl  Record. 
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On  Medical  Evidesce. — The  eraineDt  obstetririao,  Dr.-  Robert 
Barnea,  observes,  in  a  recent  lecture:  "  Seldom,  probably,  does  a 
scientific  witness  leave  the  box  quite  easy  in  mind  as  to  whether 
he  has  spoken  'the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth  ;'  and  not  seldom  does  he  esperienee  the  mortification  of 
finding  what  he  has  said  utterly  wrested  from  its  proper  meaning 
by  the  perveraity  of  counsel,  or  misunderstood  by  the  court  and 
jury.  The  theory  that  through  the  conflict  of  opposing  connsel, 
by  examination  and  cross-examination,  and  the  impartial  interro- 
gation of  the  court  and  jury,  the  truth  is  elicited,  often  signally 
fails  in  practice.  The  questions  of  counsel  are  generally  prompted 
by  hints  gathered  from  books,  or  by  experts  sitting  at  their 
elbows.  But  they  are  very  wary  in  accepting  these  suggestions. 
They  may  not  understand  them;  and,  if  they  do,  they  may,  in 
their  discretion,  fear  that  the  answer  drawn  will  damage  their 
case.  Thus  it  constantly  happens  that  the  expert  is  only  allowed 
to  say  so  much  of  the  truth  as  may  suit  the  purpose  of  counsel ; 
and  every  one  knows  how  detached  fragments  of  tmth  may  be 
made  to  support  a  false  argument. — Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 

Jabokaxdi. — A  note  in  the  New  York  Medical  Journal  states 
that,  at  Bellevne  Hospital,  Dr.  Janeway  has  been  using  jaborandi, 
but  has  not  been  able  to  get  as  satisfactory  effects  as  have  been 
reported  by  some  observers.  One  drachm  of  the  powder  was 
given  in  the  form  of  an  infusion  of  tour  ounces,  and  at  the  end 
of  h&lf  an  hour  there  was  an  increase  of  the  temperature  of  ^°, 
with  slight  tendency  to  diaphoresis.  In  the  second  case,  one 
drachm  was  given  mixed  with  water,  and  again  no  result  followed, 
beyond  an  increase  in  the  frequency  of  the  pulse.  In  the  third 
case.  Dr.  Enoz,  the  house  physician,  took  one  drachm  mixed  with 
water.  In  forty-five  minutes  marked  salivation  occnrred,  but  no 
diaphoresis. — Med.  and  Surg.  Rtqiorlitr. 

The  SnuFLOwEB  as  a  Prevestive  of  Miasma. — A  correspondent 
of  the  SoU  of  the  South,  writing  from  &  place  in  Alabama,  which 
he  says  was  peculiarly  subject  to  fevers,  gives  the  result  of  his  ex- 
perience in  the  premises,  and  in  not  a  single  instance  where  he 
planted  sunflowers  around  his'  negro  cabins  did  their  inmates 
suffer  from  fevers;  while  his  wife,  two  children,  and  two  house 
servants,  all  had  fevers,  he  not  having  planted  any  of  the  sun- 
flowers around  his  own  dwelling,  which,  in  his  opinion,  accounts 
for  the  difference  in  the  results. — The  Medical  Record. 
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'Gall-Stoses — Thetk  Beuoval  by  a  Si^orLAR  Method. — M. 
Paiilet  {AUg.  Wiener  Mcd.\!i^Uung,  The  Clinic,  September  4, 1875j 
leporte  the  following: 

A  woman,  aged  forty  two,  a  mother  of  eight  children,  began 
in  November,  1874,  to  feet  a  severe  pain  in  the  right  side.  On 
examination  there  was  found  a  somewhat  diffuse  tumor  about  the 
size  of  a  child's  bend,  whiiih  estenJed  from  the  ambjlicus  to  the 
anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  the  ilium.  An  the  case  was 
attended  by  fever,  it  was  diagnosed  as  one  of  suppurative  ovar- 
itis. In  December  it  was  determined  to  open  the  tumor  with 
Vienna  paste.  In  three  days  the  Bkin  was  destroyed,  and  in 
seven  the  aponeoroses.  An  exploratory  incision  was  now  made, 
from  which  a  httle  fluid  escaped,  but  the  needle  came  in  contact 
with  numerous  hard  bodies,  which  on  removal  proved  to  be  gall- 
stones. Forty  of  thene  were  then  taken  oat,  and  a  large  one 
found  almost  encapsalated.  It  was  broken  down  and  extracted 
without  much  difficulty,  when  some  bile  was  also  discharged. 
This  biliary  fistula  soon  closed,  and  in  March,  1875,  the  patient 
had  entirely  recovered. — The  Physician  and  FharinacisL 

Sleeplessnesr. — Dr.  George  Johnson,  in  a  lecture  on  the  effects 
of  overwork  and  mental  anxiety,  alludes  to  the  sleeplessuesa  and 
anorexia  which  are  almost  invariably  caused  by  these  conditions. 
He  says  it  ie  not  always  easy  to  determine  whether  the  loss  of 
appetite  is  a  direct  result  of  the  nervons  excitement,  or  whether 
the  restlessness  is  a  resnlt  of  the  diminished  supply  of  nutriment 
to  the  brain;  but  that  it  is  probable  that  the  two  conditions  have 
a  mutual  influence  upon  each  other.  In  cases  resulting  from 
overwork,  he  has  observed  in  numberless  instances  that  a  man 
who  has  been  more  or  less  restless  for  many  months,  and  who, 
during  that  time,  has  had  a  loathing  for  food,  after  taking  a  grain 
of  opium  at  bedtime  for  a  few  nights,  sleeps  soundly  for  several 
hours,  and  then  wakes  witli  an  appetite.  This  tends  to  prove 
that  in  such  cases  the  derangements  of  the  nervous  system  are 
£rst  in  order  of  time  and  importance. 

In  the  cases  of  delirium  iremeus  the  reverse  is  true;  the  de- 
lirium, wakefulness,  and  other  evidences  of  nervous  disorder  ore 
directly  due  to  malnutrition  of  the  brain,  and,  in  spite  of  all 
treatment  by  drags,  will  continue  until  a  certain  amount  of  nutri- 
ment  has  beeu  absorbed.  In  these  cases  the  substitution  of 
DarcoticB  for  food  has  often  been  attended  with  rapidly  fatal  re- 
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suits.  We  Bee,  then,  that  in  deliriam  a  polu,  sleep  follows,  and  iff 
fovored  bj  taking  food ;  in  oasea  previonsl;  ncrroos,  the  soporific 
effect  of  opinm  or  chloral  procorea  sleep,  and  then  restores  the 
appetite  and  assists  digestion. — The  Lancet. 

GiUBtftHcu  Sempebvibshs  IX  NEDBALaiAB. — In  the  latest  nntn- 
ber  of  the  Genlraiblait  fur  Medic,  u.  Wiggenacki^,  Dr.  Jarasz, 
assistant  phjsician  Polyklinik,  Heidelberg,  reports  the  following 
cases  of  neuralgia  treated  with  the  tinct.  gelsemini,  with  most 
excellent  results: 

Case  I. — Eobust  man,  tet.  30;  suffering  for  a  week  with  neu- 
ralgia of  tbe  first  branch  of  the  trigeminus,  right  side;  was  treated 
with  quinine,  etc.,  int«rnallj';  also  with  various  external  applica- 
tions, as  ung.  veratr.  All  in  -vain,  however.  Was  put  upon  tincL 
gelsemini, five  drops  three  times  adaj;  complete  cure  in  three  days. 

Case  II. — Brachial  neuralgia  of  one  and  a  half  year's  stand- 
ing in  a  robust  seamstress,  fet.  30.  At  first  was  treated  with  lini- 
ments, potass,  iod.,  etc.,  literally;  all  stopped;  ordered  tinct. 
gelsemini  five  drops  three  times  daily;  radical  cure  in  six  days. 

Case  III. — Old  man,  64  years;  neuralgia  of  supra-orbital  nerve. 
Tinct.  gelsemini,  ten  drops  three  times  daily;  complete  cure  in 
four  days. 

Case  IV. — Neuralgia  of  the  first  and  second  branch  of  trigemi- 
nus, both  sides,  i&  a  robust  woman,  set  38.  Tinct.  gelsemini, 
five  drops  three  times  daily;  cured  in  twenty-four  hours. 

Cass  Y. — Ischias  of  right  side,  very  severe,  in  on  old  man  64 
years  of  age;  could  not  use  his  lower  limbs  in  consequence,  and 
compelled  to  keep  bis  bed;  all  treatment  ineffectual.  Wasordered 
tinct  gelsemini,  eight  drops  three  times  daily;  in  fifteen  days  he 
was  able  to  walk  about;  core  completed  by  electricity  and  warm 
baths. 

The  doctor  also  states  that  in  hemicrania  and  muscular  rheu- 
matism, he  has  found  it  ineffectaal. — Gin.  Lancet  and  Obeerver. 

Extra  Fees. — With  a  view  to  encourage  patients  and  others, 
who  may  be  in  need  of  the  attendance  of  a  physician,  to  send 
him  word  at  such  time  as  will  admit  of  bis  arranging  his  work 
for  the  day,  the  Forfarshire  (Scotland)  If  edical  Association  have 
confirmed  the  resolution  nnanimoualy  adopted  at  last  year's  meet- 
ing, "  that  all  visits  sent  for  after  10  a.m.,  and  requiring  to  be  at- 
tended to  the  same  day,  should  be  charged  at  an  extra  rate  " — 
New  York  Medical  AduerliMr. 
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Ihs  Fbontieb  Dootob. — Few  ph^Bicians  appreciate  the  toil» 
ot  profeBsional  life  on  the  frontier.  A  oorrespondent  of  an  ex- 
change, traveling  throagh  the  Indian  Territory,  thna-  describes 
one  be  had  met  oa  his  joiimej:  A  day's  ride  beyond  the  settle- 
ments, half  way  between  Brownwood  and  the  Colorado,  we  met 
a  frontier  M.D.  We  knew  his  profession  from  bis  ^scnlapian 
air;  he  rode  a  horse  of  speed  and  streDgth,  that  shied  aronnd 
as  with  watchfal  eyes,  distended  nostrils,  and  ears  apitch.  A 
rifle  hang  at  the  saddle,  and  the  doctor  merely  glanced  at  ub. 
So  far  from  home,  any  sort  of  recognition  would  have  given  com- 
fort. We  wonld  have  bowed  profoundly  to  a  pharmaceutical 
nod  of  the  head,  but  he  rode  on,  solitary  and  unsocial,  with 
sealed  hps,  and  as  erect  as  a  Cossack.  We  had  the  curiosity, 
subsequently,  to  ask,  and  learned  that  the  call  was  fifty  miles 
distant,  through  an  Indian  country,  involving  a  hundred  mile 
ride,  not  an  nnfrequent  occurrence.  The  M.D.'s  bill,  our  inform- 
ant told  us,  would  not  exceed  fifty  dollars.  If  true,  we  know  not 
which  most  to  admire,  the  moderntiou  of  the  charge,  or  the 
coarage  of  the  rider. —  The  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporla: 
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TBiHBAcnoiia  at  tsk  Medicai.  Auocution  oy  Pu<iiBYi.TtNU,  held  at  Fotts- 
vlUe,  Pa.,  Jnne,  1676.     Tveaty-Sizth  Annual  Sesdon;  pp.  393. 

The  address  of  the  President,  Dr.  W.  L.  Atlee,  of  Philadel- 
phia, on  "  Old  Physic  and  Young  Physic,"  contains  many  ideas 
of  practical  interest.  Also,  the  address  on  medicine,  by  Willlsm 
Pepper,  A.M.,  M.D.,  is  elaborate  and  will  prepared.  The  Trans- 
actions are  filled  up  with  reports  from  the  various  county  medical 
societies  composing  the  State  association,  and  are  generally  yell 
prepared. 

Bepobt  of  Sixteen  Cases  of  Cataiuot  Opebations.    By  B.  Joy 
JeSries,  M.D.    Pamphlet;  pp.  8. 

Phtbtolooical    Action    of    LvootrroKiA.     By    Isaac    Ott,   M.D. 
Pamphlet,  pp.  8. 
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HisTOUT  OP  American  Medical  Litebattee,  from  1776  to  tbe 
Present  Time.  By  S.  D.  Gross,  M.D.,  L.L.D.,  D.C.L.  Oxon. 
Pamphlet,  pp.  85. 

Are  Carbolic  Acid  Disinfectants  UsEPtrt  in  Yellow  Fever?  By 
Y.  R.  LeMormier,  M.D.     Pamphlet;  pp.  8. 

M*NiTOU,  Colorado;  Its  Mineral  Waters  and  Climate.  By  S. 
Edwin  Sully,  IL  D.     Pamphlet;  pp.  40. 

Consolidated  Report  of  Crops,  Etc,  Returned  to  tbe  State  De- 
partment of  Agriculture.  By  T.  P.  Janes,  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture.     Pamphlet;  pp.  4, 
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A  Rolling  Stone  Oatuers  no  Mcs3. — We  have  many  inquiries 
made  of  us  for  an  "  openlDg "  for  tbe  profitable  practice  of 
medicine.  With  not  a  few  practitioners,  there  is  a  feeliug  of 
-  perpetual  unrest;  tbey  seem  to  be  annually  moving  their  loca- 
tions, or  contemplating  removal.  Al'  this,  we  think,  is  ill-advised, 
and  inures  neither  to  the  advantage  of  the  profession  nor  to  tbe 
benefit  of  the  commuDity. 

Unquestionably  a  physician  may  outgrow  the  community  in 
which  be  labors  and  may  properly  and  advantageously  seek  a 
larger  field.  Such  cases,  however,  of  real  growth  are  exceptional, 
and  bear  no  comparison  to  the  many  who  exhibit  a  restless  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  things  that  are  and  look  longingly  after  that 
which  seems  to  be  in  tbe  far  off  distance.  This  feeling  is  perhaps 
natural,  and  more  or  less  pervades  all  classes  and  callings;  but 
iu  few  occupations  is  its  indulgence  more  destructive  of  tme 
prosperity  than  iu  our  own. 

There  is  no  business  which  is  so  dependent  for  its  advance- 
ment upon  pnbUc  confidence  as  the  practice  of  medicine.  Confi- 
dence is  notoriously  a  plant  of  slow  growth,  and  does  not  bear 
repeated  transplanting.  If  it  be  diligently  cultivated  and  watered 
<by  daily  and  nightly  toil,  slowly  bnt  surely  it  takes  deep  root, 
silently  and  unobserved  for  a  time,  away  in  the  bosom  of  mother 
earth.  By  careful,  untiring  anrtnre,  in  dne  season  the  branchei 
begin  to  expand,  little  by  little'  at  first,  but  with  a  constantly  in- 
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creasing  rapidity,  until  the  careworn  laborer,  paseing  tbe  zenith 
and  beginning  lo  descend  apon  the  farther  side  of  the  hill,  is  able 
to  shelter  himself  comfortably  and  happily  beneath  its  widely 
extended  shade.  Let  the  tender  twig  be  transplanted  from  its 
native  soil,  and  ere  the  leaf  has  fallen  before  a  second  frost,  again 
and  again  uprooted,  and  no  gift  of  prophecy  is  needed  to  foresee 
a  dwarfed  and  stunted  growth,  or  mayhap  tmtimely  death  and 
decay. 

No  honest  and  industrious  physician,  be  be  ever  so  bumble 
in  his  capacity,  can  follow  his  vocation  diligently  for  a  twelve- 
mouth  in  any  locality  and  fail  to  impress  somebody  with  a  joet 
estimate  of  his  services.  If  he  will  but  content  himself  with  the 
progress  made,  and  continue  his  efforts  patiently  and  persever- 
ingly,  he  will  surely  add  friend  to  friend  and  patron  to  patron, 
until  at  last  peace  and  plenty  shall  smile  upon  his  honest  and 
earnest  endeavors. 

It  is  no  uncommon  error  for  medical  men  to  find  the  widest 
discrepancy  existing  between  the  esteem  in  which  they  are  held 
by  the  community  and  the  self-estimate  of  their  own  capacity. 
Such  men  are  tbe  victims  of  a  cold,  unfeeling  world.  They  are 
'unappreciated  by  the  public.  They  become  per  consequence 
soured  with  tbe  world,  and  very  naturally  resent  the  injustice, 
tbe  blindness  and  ignorance  of  mankind,  who  fail  to  discern  their 
supposed  merit  and  capacity.  We  verily  believe  that  these  pro- 
fessional, self- constituted  martyrs  to  tbe  coldness,  blindness,  and 
ignorance,  which  surrounds  and  engulpbs  them,  are  but  too  often> 
tbe  architects  of  their  own  nial- fortune.  Nobody  chooses  a  sonred 
misanthrope  for  his  companion;  nobody  takes  a  mountain  of 
self-conceit  for  his  bosom  friend. 

Whilst  we  cannot  subscribe  fully  to  the  sentiment  "  vox  popvli, 
vox  dei,"  we  are  nevertheless  of  those  who  believe  that  the  de- 
liberate verdict  of  tbe  community  upon  the  capacity  and  merit  of 
those  who  serve  it  is  in  the  main  just  and  equitable.  Quite  sure 
are  we  that  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  iu  a  medical  man  to  bow 
cheerfully  to  such  verdict,  and,  rather  than  waste  himself  in  vain 
endeavors  to  impeach  the  court  which  judges  him,  he  should 
strive  to  secure  a  renewed  and  more  favorable  hearing  by  review- 
ing bis  own  ground  and  rendering  himself  more  worthy  of  it. 

There  are  some  among  as  who  have  mistalten  their  call- 
ing. Some  of  these — wise  men — cheerfully  accept  the  verdict  of 
the  community,  and  retire  to  the  plough,  to  the  anvil,  to  the 
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«otmter,  to  the  bar,  or  to  the  desk,  and  finding  the  congenial 
atmosphere,  lead  nsefol  and  auccesaful  liTea,  and  are  respected' 
and  honored  by  their  fellons.  Others  obatinatel;  wrapping 
themselveB  in  their  mantle  of  self  conceit,  and  in  sonr  and  de- 
jected self  martyrdom,  roam  the  earth,  making  their  anbeistence 
Bcantily  npoo  the  cmmbs,  whilst  they  appeal  to  one  commanity 
after  another  for  the  redress  of  their  fancied  wrongs,  bnt,  alas! 
meeting  everywhere  the  same  chilling  response,  "teket,  tekel." 

Is  it  an  "opening"  that  is  wanted?  If  we  discern  aright 
it  is  men,  trne  men,  honest,  industrioas,  laboring  men,  men  of 
energy,  men  of  vim,  men  of  "pluck"  that  constitnte  the  real 
want.  In  this  broad  land  we  see  openings  everywhere  for  snob 
men;  bnt  we  know  of  no  opening  anywhere  for  some  men  we 
wot  of.  We  believe  it  is  Daniel  Webster  who  is  to  be  credited 
with  the  remark  that  the  professions  everywhere  are  crowded  to 
death  down  stairs,  but  there  is  always  plenty  of  room  in  the  np- 
per  stories.  Whether  Webster  or  not  matters  little,  no  man,  be 
be  ever  so  great,  need  feel  ashamed  of  having  made  so  valuable 
a  discovery.  It  Is  ^luck  to  climb  that  our  correspondents  need, 
and  not  openiags  to  fall  into. 

HoMawPATHV  IN  THE  UjuvERaiTr  OF  MICHIGAN. — The  faculty  of 
the  University  of  Michigan  certainly  occupy  at  present  a  very 
unenviable  position  before  the  profession.  XiSt  them  put  it  as 
they  may,  if  f  rof.  Sager'a  statement  is  correct,  they  stand  con- 
victed of  not  only  not  objecting  to  the  union  or  oo-partnership 
arrangement,  but  inviting  it.  If  this  statement  is  true,  and  we 
have  waited  long  and  anxiously  to  see  it  disproved,  the  original 
bill  before  the  Legislature,  and  which  passed  the  Senato,  did  not 
contemplate  this  unholy  union,  but  proposed  to  appropriate  six 
thousand  dollara  to  establiah  a  "  complete  college  of  homceopathy," 
to  be  located,  not  at  Ann  Arbor,  but  at  any  dty  or  village,  except 
Ann  Arbor,  in  the  State,  making  the  most  hberal  appropriation. 
But  here  is  the  statement  of  Dr.  Soger,  who  was  at  that  time  a 
member  of  the  faculty  : 

"  It  will  be  recollected  that  about  the  middle  of  the  session  of 
the  last  Legislature,  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  Senate,  drawn 
up  by  one  of  the  most  prominent  homoeopathic  doctors,  asking 
uu  appropriation  of  six  Uiousand  dollara  for  the  establishment  of 
a  complete  college  of  homceopathy  in  such  city  or  village  of  the 
State  as  would  contribute  most  liberally  to  the  ezpenaea  involved 
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in  snch  location,  Ann  Arbor  being  exoepteii.  Id  tliis  form  tb« 
bill  passed  the  Senate  with  little  opposition. 

"WitbiD  a  Anj  or  two  after  the  introdaction  of  this  bill,  and 
prior  to  its  passage  in  the  Senate,  a  meeting  of  the  medical 
facalty  was  called  by  two  of  the  oldest  members,  at  which  they 
proposed  that  the  faculty  shonld  intimate  a  willingness  to  make 
some  conceaaion  to  the  homoeopaths  by  which  they  might  be 
allowed  to  acquire  the  long-songht-for  connection  with  the  Uni- 
veraity.  This  proposition  was  negatived  by  the  majority  of  the 
faculty,  chieily  on  the  ground  that  the  circumstaace  called  for  no 
concesaion.  Near  the  close  of  the  session,  the  bill  passed  the 
House  in  a  modified  form,  authorizing  the  Board  of  Begents  to 
locate  the  new  school  at  Ann  Arbor.  The  faculty  were  r^in  con- 
vened, and  requested  to  intimate  an  acceptance  of  the  act  of  the 
Legislature,  but  hesitated  to  express  any  definite  opinion.  The 
member  of  the  faculty  at  whose  request  the  faculty  had  been  con- 
vened went  immediately  to  Lansing,  to  oo-operate  with  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Begents  to  procure  the  passage  of  some  appro- 
priation bills  for  the  hospital  and  college  of  dentistry,  which, 
from  opposition  of  the  homoeopaths,  had  previously  failed.  A 
public  announcement  was  made  by  a  Regent  that  the  board  would 
accept  the  appropriation  and  carry  out  the  law.  ^hereupon  the 
desired  appropriatiooa  were  promptly  made,  and  assurance  pri- 
vately given  by  the  friends  of  homoeopathy  in  the  Legislatare 
that  any  other  appropriation  would  be  made  if  the  medical  faculty 
would  cease  to  offer  opposition. 

"  A  few  weeks  later  the  faculty  were  convened  by  the  request 
of  Regent  Rynd,  and  his  plan  of  organization  of  the  homteo- 
pathic  school  was  submitted  to  them.  Every  member  of  the 
teaching  faculty  but  one  being  present,  it  received  their  assent. 
Thus  indorsed  by  the  teaching  faculty,  it  was  soon  after  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Regents.  The  minutes  of  the  board  contain  not 
the  slightest  trace  of  any  dissent  on  the  part  of  the  faculty,  not 
the  least  intimation  of  any  protest." 

In  reading  the  above  extracts  from  this  damaging  pamphlet 
of  Dr.  Sager's,  we  have  been  irresistibly  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  the  change  in  the  bill  and  the  union  of  the  two  schools  was 
the  result  of  the  manifestation  of  members  of  the  faculty  of  the 
TJniveraity. 

Until  this  statement  of  Dr.  S.  is  successfully  disproved,  the 
faculty  stand  convicted  of  tampering  with  the  unclean  thing. 
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Doctor  Bruce's  paper  on  "  Mal&rial  Hemataria,"  to  be  found 
in  the  original  department  of  this  namber  of  the  Jcubnal,  was. 
read  before  the  Sontb  Oeorgia  Medical  A:Bsociation,  at  its  meet- 
ing in  October,  and  its  publication  requested  hy  that  body.  From 
an  oyersight,  the  proper  credits  were  omitted. 

In  this  connection  we  will  state,' for  the  information  of  oar 
readers  in  that  section  of  the  State,  that  the  third  meeting  of 
this  association  will  be  held  in  Albany,  on  the  eeconcl  Tuesday  iu 
December.  While  this  is  a  local  association,  and  composed 
principally  of  physicians  of  the  second  Congressional  district, 
still  members  of  the  profession  in  other  portions  of  the  State  ar& 
cordially  invited  to  be  present. 

We  learn  that  a  number  of  physicians,  not  yet  members  of 
the  association,  will  be  in  attendance,  and  that  the. meeting  will 
be  of  unusual  interest.     We  hope  to  be  present. 

I  Have  Been  Inforhed  by  some  of  the  graduates  of  the  At- 
lanta Medical  College  that  their  names  have  been  omitted  publi- 
cation in  (he  annual  annonncement  of  the  institution.  This  I 
regret  very  much,  as  it  was  entirely  unintentional  on  my  part, 
and  I  would  be  glad  if  others,  whose  names  have  been  omitted, 
would  inform  me  of  the  fact.  I  will  take  pleasure  in  correcting 
all  such  omissions  in  every  future  announcement. 

V.  H.  Taliaferro,  M.D., 

Duan  of  Faculty. 

Quacks.— rFroui  week  to  week  we  are  iu  receipt  of  letters 
from  the  afflicted,  or  their  friends,  making  inquries  iu  reference 
to  the  various  quacks  and  quack  etitabiishmeuts  which  infest  our 
city.  These  letters  are  in  some  instances  from  physicians,  who 
write  in  the  interest  of  their  patients.  Physicians,  if  they  will 
redect  for  a  moment,  must  know  that  the  advertisements  which 
flood  the  country,  in  the  form  of  posters,  newspaper  puffs, 
handbills,  etc.,  etc.,  emanating  from  individuals  or  establishments, 
either  from  this  city  or  any  other  point,  are  not  from  the  regu- 
lar physicians,  but  from  adventurers,  who  prey  upon  poor  suf- 
fers who  are  sufficiently  credulous  to  be  caught  by  their  many 
pledges.  The  true  physicians  resort  to  no  such  means.  If  the 
people  could  only  know  the  fact  that  such  advertisements  are 
positive  evidence  of  the  quack,  much  suffering,  physically,  men- 
tally and  pecuniarily,  would  be  prevented. 
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IMMOBILITY  OE  OLOSUEE  OF  THE  JAW,  WITH  EEPOET  OF  OASES. 

St  W.  F.  WBSTMOBeL*HI>,  M.D..  Paor.  or  Snanr  in  ihi  Atuitta  Midicu.  Coluqe. 
Bead  b^OTt  Ike  Atianta  Aeadtmy  of  Medieint. 

I  propose  in  this  paper  to  state  briefly  tlie  more  freqnent 
causes  prodacing  closare  or  immobility  of  the  inferior  masiirarj, 
and  to  illuBtrate  each  variety  by  the  report  of  one  or  more  cases,- 
that  have  come  under  my  observation. 

I  have  been  induced  to  select  this  subject  for  the  essay  re- 
quired of  me  by  the  rules  of  the  Academy,  first,  to  demonstrate- 
the  possibility  of  a  complete  cure  in  a  class  of  cases  regarded  by 
many  as  incurable,  and  for  which  Esmarck  and  others  make  ft 
section  of  the  jaw  and  an  artificial  joint,  to  relieve  the  sofferer 
of  some  of  the  troubles  incident  to  the  afiTection;  and,  secondly, 
for  the  reason  that  in  some  of  oar  standard  works  on  sai^iy 
this  affection  is  entirely  ignored,  by  others  barely  mentioned,  and 
'  in  Qo  work  does  it  receive  that  at'ention  which  its  frequency,  its 
distressing  character  when  complete,  and  the  difficulties  attend- 
ing its  treatment,  demand;  and,  thirdly,  to  present  to  &e  pro- 
fession a  screw-gaET,  which  I  had  constructed  some  years  ago,  and 
which  I  feel  fills  the  iodioatioiL  more  perfectly  than  any  instm- 
meat  now  in  use. 

The  causes  producing  this  trouble  are  variotM,  and  the  troat- 
ment  for  its  relief,  as  will  be  seen,  will  depend  to  a  great  extent 
upon  the  causes  producing  the  accident.  A  frequent  cause  of 
immobility  of  the  inferior  maxillary  is  a  chronic  arthritis  of  ihe 
temporo-m axillary  articolatiOD.  When  the  affection  from  this 
cause  is  well  established  the  patient  experiences  as  great  difi- 
colty  in  closiug  the  jaw  as  in  opening  it. 

Vol.  Xm.-Bol0.-3«. 
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Diseu6  or  iojarie*  ot  the  oondjloicl  proeooaoa  of  the  lower 
JAw,  reanltiDg  in  neorosiB  or  oaries,  or  what  is  more  foeqaent, 
inotore  ot  the  ooadylea  near  the  artioulatioii,  either  with  nmon 
in  mal-position  or  exoesBive  oHseoos  deposits,  often  obstraot  the 
anofements  of  the  bone,  and  if  not  properly  attended  to  at  the 
time,  by  making  forcible  movement,  if  necessary,  will  result  in 
permanent  olosore  of  the  inferior  maxillary. 

A  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  mnscles  of  mastication,  the 
result  of  some  irritation  in  the  vicinity,  as  the  cutting  of  a  wis- 
dom-tooth, sometimes  prodnoes  closnre  of  the  jaw,  as  ia  strik- 
ingly illustrated  in  case  No.  3. 

One  of  the  moat  frequent  cansea,  however,  in  the  cases  that 
have  come  under  my  obserration,  and  I  believe  it  is  the  expe- 
rience of  others,  is  extensive  sloughs,  the  result  of  profoae  sali- 
vation. Fortunately  this  cause  is  nut  ao  frequent  as  a  quarter  of 
a  century  or  more  ago,  when  the  administration  of  mercury  to 
ptyalism  was  regarded,  by  many  practitioners  in  the  South  and 
Southwest,  as  easeutiat  to  the  proper  treatment  of  certain  aSec- 
tions  incident  to  their  locality.  While  ptyalism  is  much  the 
more  frequent  cause  of  sloughs  in  this  locality,  atill  we  occa- 
^onally  meet  with  each  loss  of  tissue  from  other  causes.  But 
from  whatever  cause  this  loss  of  tissue,  it  is  very  frequently  not 
confined  to  the  soft  parts  covering  the  bones,  with,  perhaps,  a 
loss  of  the  alveola  process  by  necrosis,  but  ia  often  attended  by 
extenaive  slough  of  the  Cheeks  and  lips,  so  that  as  the  result  we 
have  the  inferior  and  superior  maxillary  and  the  cheeka  or  lips 
or  both  firmly  united  by  dense  and  unyielding  nodular  cicatricial 
tissue. 

While  there  are  other  causes  which  may  produce  oloaure  of 
the  jaw,  as  tumors  of  the  neck,  tumors  of  either  the  superior  or 
inferior  maxillary,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  temporo-maxillary  ar- 
ticulation, etc,  etc.,  still  the  varieties  above  mentioned  embrace 
the  cases  that  we  are  usually  called  upon  to  treat,  and  which  are, 
to  a  greater  or  leaa  extent,  amenable  to  treatment.  When  the 
closure  is  complete,  and  the  jaw,  from  whatever  cause,  ia  fixed, 
the  subject  is  truly  in  a  most  pitiable  condition.  In  such  cases, 
if  the  front  teeth  are  perfect,  the  sufferer  has  great  difficulty  in 
introducing  proper  nourishment,  and  is  confined  to  such  a  diet 
.as  may  be  pressed  through  the  irregularities  of  the  teeth,  or  such 
as  may  be  reduced  to  a  fluid,  or  semi-fluid  form — mastication 
being  impossibe. 
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In  th«  report  of  th«  following  cases  we  have  selected  from 
•onr  note-book  saoh  as  may  be  regarded  as  the  tjpe  of  the  pur- 
"ticolar  form  which  the;  represent.  We  feel  that  in  this  way  we 
'«an  best  illastrate  the  different  forms  or  oaasee  producing  the 
"trouble,  the  extent  to  which  each  is  amenable  to  treatment,  and 
"the  plan  of  treatment  foand  most  succesBfuL 

Of  closnre  or  immobility,  the  resalt  of  chronic  arthritis  of 
the  temporo-maxillary,  I  hare  been  consulted  in  five  cases,  three 
•of  which  were  rheumatic  in  character,  and  two  traumatic,  and 
'direcUy  traceable  tg  an  injnry  of  the  articulatioa. 

In  two  of  the  cases,  resulting  from  rheumatism,  the  jaw  was 
fixed,  but  not  completely  closed.  In  the  third  there  was  complete 
closure.  In  all  the  coses  rheumatic  arthritis  was  general,  all 
the  articalation  being  more  or  less  involved,  and  in  many,  oom- 
jilete  immobility  from  fibrous  and  osseous  deposits.  No  efibrt  to 
break  up  adhesions  in  either  case  was  made.  Of  the  two  trau- 
matic, both  submitted  to  treatment,  with  the  happiest  results. 
'The  following  cose  illustrates  this  class  of  coses: 

Miss  AV.,  fourteen  years  of  age,  consulted  me  three  years  ago 
for  an  ofiection  of  the  jaw,  which  she  said  was  the  result  of  a 
blow  (the  kick  of  a  horse  if  we  recollect  correctly)  in  the  region 
■ol  the  temporo-maxillary  articulation  of  the  right  side.  Upon 
examination  we  found  fibrous  deposits,  evidently  the  result  of  an 
inflammation  of  the  articulation.  The  immobility  was  not  com- 
plete.  Motion  to  the  extent  of  one-eighth  of  an  inch  was  still 
preserved.  After  dightly  separating  the  jaws,  by  means  of  a 
thin  elevator,  the  screw-gag  or  speculum  oris  (Fig.  2)  was  insin- 


Do,l,.cdbyGoOglc 


680  ATLANTA  MEDICAL  ASD  bURQWAL  JOVRKAL. 

nated  between  the  teeth,  and,  by  a  few  tantB  of  the  screw,  th» 
adhesioDB  were  broken  up,  and  the  jaws  separated  to  half  their 
normal  width,  withoat  the  use  of  an  annathetie,  or  ezceasiTO  anf— 
fering  to  the  patient  In'  three  sittinga,  in  as  many  days,  I  tma~ 
ceeded  in  opening  the  month  to  its  normal  width,  and  without 
indndng  mnch  indammation  of  the  articulation.  Each  time  the 
month  was  opened  she  foond  it  impoBsible  to  shat  it  by  the  action 
of  the  mnscles,  it  being  necessary  to  assist  the  muscles  by  press- 
ing  the  jaws  together.  'While  she  could  not  voluntarily  close  the 
jaws  when  extended  to  their  full  capacity,  still  she  could,  after  the 
third  sitting,  open  and  close  the  month  ts  the  extent  of  half  an 
inch.  The  instrameut  was  introduced  daily,  and  the  jaws  sepa- 
rated to  their  normal  capacity;  and  in  the  interval  she  was  in- 
etracted  to  use  the  jaws  to  the  extcDt  poaeible. 

After  remaining  in  the  city  for  a  few  days,  and  learning  to 
nse  the  ia^trument,  I  permitted  her  to  leave  for  her  home  in  a- 
distant  part  of  the  State,  with  the  promise,  however,  that  she 
would  keep  up  tbe  treatment,  and  return  in  a  few  weeks. 

Two  mouths  elapsed  before  I  saw  her  again,  when  I  found, 
her  able  to  masticate  her  food  to  some  extent,  but  she  had  gained 
little  in  the  extent  of  the  movements  of  the  jaw.  From  the  con- 
stant use  of  the  instrument  for  a  week  or  two  after  she  left  the 
city,  the  teeth  had  become  necessarily  sore  to  the  extent  of  de- 
terring her  from  its  uae,  a  week  or  more  having  elapsed  since 
she  had  used  it  to  the  extent  of  opening  the  mouth  to  its- 
normal  capacity.  To  relieve  this  soreness,  and  to  have  the 
pressure  equally  distributed  to  all  the  teeth,  I  advised  that  she 
have  her  dentist  construct  a  hard  rubber  plate,  as  suggested  and 
used  in  Case  No.  4,  and  continue  the  treatment  as  before  sug- 
gested. Some  months  later  I  heard  she  was  rapidly  improving, 
and  I  suppose  before  this  she  is  entirely  relieved. 

Where  the  obstruction  to  the  movements  of  the  inferior  maxil- 
lary is  the  result  of  a  lesion  of  the  bone  itself,  it  is,  as  above 
suggested,  most  frequently  the  condyloid  processes  that  are  in- 
Tolved.  Sometimes,  however,  in  lesions  of  the  bodies  of  either  the 
superior  or  inferior  maxillary,  as  in  some  forms  of  fibro  cystic 
tumors,  there  is  almost  complete  immobility,  as  I  have  recently 
witnessed  in  two  cases.  In  cases  of  necrosis  of  tbe  condyles, 
whether  circumscribed  or  involving  the  entire  condyloid  process, 
but  little  can  be  accomplished  more  than  to  keep  up  passive  mo- 
tion, however  circumscribed,  until  the  dead  bone  is  ehminated, 
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when  ever;  means  possible  should  be  used  in  eztanding  the 
motion  of  the  bone.  Oftontimea  it  repairs  well  the  effort,  as 
the  results  are  of  the  most  gratifying  character.  In  other  coses, 
however,  but  little  can  be  accomplished,  and  the  subject  is  doomed 
TOrever  after  to  suffer  the  anuoyance,  or  to  submit,  w)iea  practi- 
cable, to  an  optsratioQ  for  artificial  joint. 

But  it  is  iu  injuries  of  the  condyles,  and  particularly  fractures 
of  this  portion  of  the  boue,  either  with  nuion  in  mal-position,  or 
excessive  osseous  deposit  in  the  vicinity  of  the  articulation,  that 
makes  the  class  of  cases  that  gives  the  surgeon  most  trouble.  The 
following  case  is  a  stnking  illustration  of  the  closure,  or  iuimo- 
bility,  from  this  cause: 

Miss  C,  when  five  ;fears  old,  fell  from  the  banisters  to  tha 
'floor  below,  a  distance  of  twelve  or  fourteen  feet,  and  fractured 
one  condyle  aud  dislocated  the  other.  The  dislocation  was  re- 
-duced,  the  fractured  bone  adjusted,  the  ordinary  bandages  for 
treating  fractures  of  the  inferior  maxillary  applied,  and  all  went 
well  for  three  or  four  weeks.  When  tha  bandage  was  removed, 
the  fracture  was  found  united,  and  the  patient  diamissed 
without  a  thought  of  anything  unusual  io  her  case.  Ten  days 
or  two  weeks  later,  her  mother  informed  me  that  the  movements 
>did  not  return,  as  I  had  suggested;  but  if  any  change,  the  movo- 
meots  of  the  joint  were  more  rigid  for  tho  past  few  days  than 
l>efore.  Upon  examination,  I  found  considerable  rigidity;  the 
Jaw  could  nut  be  opened  by  muscular  action  more  thau  oue-third 
its  normal  width,  aud  to  that  exteut,  us  the  little  patient  contended, 
with  more  or  less  pain;  so,  there  woe  an  indii4[>ositioB  to.  use  the 
jaw.  Impressed  with  the  idea  that  the  union  wua  not  perfect,  and 
that  perhaps  there  was  motion  between  the  fra;(mcntti,  I  made  ft 
careful  examination  and  satisfied  myself  tbatr  the  union  was  per- 
fect. The  provisional  callus,  at  tlie  point  of  fracture,  which  was 
easily  detected  when  the  baodage  was  removed,  was  still  promi- 
nent Feeling  that  the  rigidity  was  dependent  upon  the  provisional 
callus,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  articulation,  aud  that  this  would  be 
{i;radnally  absorbed  and  the  movements  of  the  bone  restored,  I 
quieted  the  fears  of  the  mother  by  telling  her  that  such  would  be 
the  result  in  a  few  months.  I  also  counselled  her  to  encourage 
the  child  to  use  the  jaw  in  every  way  possible,  and  to  see  that  once 
in  every  twenty-four  hours  the  jaw  was  opened  to  the  extent  possible 
by  mnscniar  contraction,  and  by  means  of  a  wedge  or  soft  piece  of 
jiine,  to  slightly  increase  the  movement  by  assisting  the  action  of 
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the  maBoleo.  Soob  itftor  thia  tlie  taxoSAj  left  the  oily,  and  I  loBto 
flight  of  the  caae.  Three  years  ]at«r  I  was  again  constdted,  and 
found  th«  jaw  in  a  Ter;  nnsatisfactor;  condition.  I  learned  that^ 
instead  of  the  expected  improvement  a  few  months  after  the  in- 
jai7,  the  moTements  became  more  restricted  and  more  difficalt^ 
Tintil  at  last  the  bone  failed  to  respond  to  the  action  of  the  moBcles 
and  there  was  complete  immobility.  In  this  condition  she  was 
placed  nnder  the  care  of  a  snrgeon  in  New  York  for  a  few  montfas, 
who,  with  an  instrument,  opened  the  mouth,  and  in  thia  way 
continned  to  treat  her  daring  her  stay.  In  a  few  months  after 
her  return  home,  she  was  in  the  same  condition  as  before  flie 
treatment  was  commenced  in  New  York.  I  found  that  the  osseons- 
tnmor,  which  was  regarded  as  provisional  callus,  had  greatly  in- 
creased in  size — perhaps  thrf*e  times  the  size  it  was  when  I  saw 
her  before.  There  was  complete  immobility.  If  the  mouth  weu- 
opened  it  would  remain  in  the  same  positipn  it  was  left,  as  the 
contraction  of  the  musnles  of  mastication  was  not  Bn£Bcient  to- 
close  it  For  several  days  in  succession  I  opened  and  shut  the 
mouth  by  means  of  the  screw-gag  with  marked  improvement  io 
her  condition.  One  of  the  great  troubles  in  the  treatment  was 
to  have  the  child  submit  to  the  frequent  use  of  the  instrument, 
and  to  use  the  jaw  sufficiently  often  to  keep  np  the  improvement. 
I  had  constructed  the  hard  rubber  plates  to  save  the  teeth  troja 
the  injurious  effects  of  the  instrament.  I  tried  to  impress  the 
importance  of  perseverance  in  the  treatment  as  the  only  hope  of 
relief.  If  this  plan  was  found  ineffectual,  or  the  child  would  no 
longer  submit,  I  suggested  Bean's  apparatus  for  treating  fractnrea 
of  the  inferior  maxiUar,  so  arranged  that  the  jaw  could  be  opened 
and  ahut  by  means'  of  a  screw.  Whether  mj  suggestions  wera 
adopted,  or  what  has  been  the  result,  I  am  unable  to  say,  as  I 
have  never  seen  the  case  since. 

Partial  immobility  or  rigidity  of  the  jaw,  from  muscular  con- 
traction, is  not  very  rare,  but  complete  closure  from  tonio  muscn> 
lar  contraction  is  not  often  met  with.  The  following  is  the  only 
case  that  has  ever  come  under  my  observation. 

Case  III. — In  1860  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  D.,  twenty-five 
years  old,  who  gave  me  the  following  history  of  her  case:  Ten 
weeks  before  my  visit  her  trouble  commenced  with  what  she 
called  a  "  jaw  aohe,"  which  extended  over  the  entire  right  side  of 
the  face  and  head,  producing,  as  she  expressed  it,  "  a  etifiiees  of 
Uie  jaws."    At  the  end  of  a  week  or  ten  days  she  waa  almost  en- 
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tirel;  relieved,  a  Blight  soreness  only  remaining,  partionlarly  just 
back  of  the  last  molar  tooth  of  the  right  dde.  This  eontinned, 
sometimes  better  for  two  or  three  dSTB,  and  again  for  a  few  days 
worse,  bat  npon  the  whole  gradnally  growing  worse.  Foar 
weeks  after  the  commencement  of  her  troable,  and  six  week» 
before  my  visit,  she  rapidly  grew  worse,  and  in  twenty-foar  hoara 
the  jaw  was  completely  closed,  so  that  the  least  moTement  was  im- 
possible. This  conditioni  with  more  or  less  paia,  had  continued 
without  interval  up  to  my  visit,  or  near  six  weeks.  Various  reme- 
dies had  been  administered,  but  Dothing  had  succeeded  in  reliev- 
ing the  mnsfiolar  contraction.  For  a  month  or  more  large  doses- 
of  aome  preparation  of  opium  bad  been  daily  administered  to 
relieve  her  intense  saffering.  Upon  examination  I  foand  the  jaw 
slightly  swollen  in  the  region  of  the  angle.  The  mosoles  of  masti- 
cation were  contracted  to  the  extent  that  I  had  difficulty  in  intro- 
ducing a  knife  blade  between  ber  teeth. 

I  decided  at  once  that  the  whole  trouble,  reflex  mnscnlar 
contraction  and  all,  was  the  resolt  of  either  a  wisdom-tooth  pass- 
ing through  the  soft  parts,  or  a  decayed  tooth  or  fang.  In 
either  case  the  only  hope  of  relief  was  the  removal  of  the  source 
of  irritation.  Chloroform,  to  complete  anesthesia,  was  admlms- 
tered,  the  jaw  opened  with  a  screw-gag,  and  a  vrisdom-tootb, 
right  side,  lower  jaw,  was  discovered,  with  the  gum  covering  it, 
greatly  swollen  and  ulcerated.  Free  incissious  were  made,  and 
after  considerable  difficulty  the  toeth  was  extracted. 

There  was  but  little  or  no  disposition  to  a  contraction  of  the 
muscles  while  the  patient  was  under  the  influence  of  chloroform, 
but  as  soon  as  the  effect  passed  off,  the  contraction  returned,  not, 
however,  with  the  same  force  as  before.  Without  further  treat- 
ment, with  the  exception  of  an  occasional  anodyne,  the  patient 
steadily  improved.  At  the  end  of  a  week  she  was  able  to  par- 
tially open  the  month,  and  in  two  weeks  had  entirely  recovered. 

Closure  or  immobility  of  tbe  jaw,  the  result  of  salivation,  or 
gangrene  and  sloughs  from  other  causes,  I  have  met  with  more 
firequeotly  than  from  all  other  causes  combined.  Many  oasesr 
after  repeated  operations,  have  been  abandoned  by  surgeons  as 
incurable;  others  have  submitted  to  the  operation  suggested  by 
Bsmarck  and  Bizzoli,  with  the  idea  of  partially  remedying  the 
defect  by  establishing  an  artificial  joint. 

Notwithstaiidiiig  the  unfavorable  results  of  both  the  ma- 
geoDs  of  Europe  and  America,  yet  I  commence  the  treatment 
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of  this  TRriet;  of  closnre  with  as  mucb  confidence  sa  to  the 
.  final  farorftble  results  as  in  an;  admitted  carable  affection  re- 
qoiring  the  same  time  and  attention  in  its  treatment.  And  y«t  I 
adopt  the  plaB  of  treatment  that  many  prominent  snrgeoas,  both 

-  in  this  coantry  and  Europe,  contend  is  often  worse  than  useless. 

Id  speaking  of  the  treatment  of  this  variety  of  closore  of  the  jaw, 
'Thomas  Bryant,  snrgeon  to  Oay's  Hospital,  London,  in  his  vala- 

able  wort  on  the  Practice  of  Surgery,  says; 

"  When  due  to  cicatrices  and  nodular  plastic  matter,  little 
good  has  ever  been  derived  from  their  division.  Esmarck,  of 
Kiel,  in  a  paper  '  On  the  Treatment  of  Closni-e  of  the  Jaws  from 
■Cicatrices,  I860,'  has.  however,  described  an  operation  for  the 
formation  of  a  new  joint  in  these  cases,  his  operation  consisting 
in  a  removal  of  a  piece  of  the  lower  jaw.  &fr.  Henry  and  Mr. 
"Heath,  in  thie  conntry,  have  both  put  into  practice  Esmarck'a 
.  operation,  and  the  Bnccese  has  been  enough  to  indicate  its  great 

-  value.  It  must  be  mentioned  that  about  the  same  year  Rizzoli,  of 
.Beglogna,  performed  a  somewhat  similar  operation  to  Esmorok's, 
.dividing  the  jaw  but  not  removing  any  portion. 

"  Operaiion. — This  may  readily  be  done  by  making  an  incision 
Along  the  lower  border  of  the  jaw,  in  front  of  the  masseter,  and 
.raising  the  integument,  completing  the  operation  by  removing  a 
wedge  of  bone,  me&snring  about  an  inch  above  and  half  below, 
'with  a  hand  or  chain  saw.  Where  only  one  side  of  the  jaw  is 
.affected,  it  is  without  doubt  the  beat  operation  to  be  performed, 
'the  patients  recovering  their  masticatoty  power  in  two  or  three 
<weeks." 

And  this  is  alt  that  he  says  in  reference  to  the  treatment  of 
this  class  of  cases,  so  that  we  can  but  infer  that  in  every  case  he 
would  be  content  to  establish  an  artificial  joint. 

The  following  case  is  the  type  of  this  variety,  and  forcibly 
■illustrateB  the  cause  of  the  many  failures  after  a  division  of  the 
cicatrical  tissue  uniting  the  boues,  and  suggests  the  plan  which 
in  my  hands  has  ever  been  successful: 

Master  G.,  seven  years  old,  from  an  adjoining  county,  was 
^brought  to  my  office  by  his  father,  who  gave  the  following  history: 
'Three  or  four  ^ears  before,  during  a  severe  illness,  he  was  pro- 
fusely pfyalised,  from  which  he  had  a  slough  of  the  soft  parts, 
covering  the  jaw  bones  of  the  right  side;  an  extensive  slough  of 
the  cheek,  but  not  extending;  to  the  skin;  a  slight  slough  of  the 
lip  near  the  angle  on  right  side.    Two  operations  had  been  per- 
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formed,  each  hy  dividiDg  the  cicatrix,  and  the  jaw  waa  opened 
half  an  inch  or  more,  but  in  a  short  time  retomed  to  the  positioD 
ocoQpied  before  the  operation.  TTpon  ezaminatioD,  I  fonnd  the 
jaw  firmly  closed  b;  a  oioatriz  extending  frem  the  second  incisor 
to  the  angle  ot  the  jaw.  The  cheek  and  bonea  were  apparently 
Dnited  by  the  same  firm,  dense,  oodolar  tisane,  so  that  there  waa 
not  the  least  movement  poeslble.  The  sloogb  in  the  lip  bad 
filled  by  grannlations,  and  was  slightly  attached  by  the  same 
cicatrix.  He  was  nourished  by  fluids  and  such  solids  as  he  could 
press  between  the  irregularities  of  the  teeth  with  his  fingers.  He 
waa  truly  in  a  pitiable  condition. 

An  operation  was  decided  upon,  and  on  the  next  day  the  pa- 
tient waa  put  partially  under  the  influence  of  chloroform  and  the 
cicatrix  uniting  the  bone  was  divided  to  the  extent  it  could  be 
reached.  Assisted  by  a  thin  elevator  and  a  spatola,  after  con- 
siderabte  difficulty  the  acrew-gag  was  forced  between  the  teeth, 
and  the  jaw  opened  to  the  extent  of  half  an  inch,  thus  patting 
the  nodular  tissue  upon  the  stretch.  The  dissection  waa  con- 
tinued until  the  cheek  was  separated  from  the  jaw  and  the  jaws 
entirely  separated.  It  became  necessary  during  the  operation  to 
remove  several  pieces  of  this  nodular  tissae.  The  aorew-gag  was 
kept  constantly  between  the  teeth,  and  the  screw  turned  from 
time  to  time  that  the  tissuea  preventing  the  separation  of  the 
bones  be  put  on  the  stretch  and  more  readily  incised.  The  jaws 
were  separated  to  their  normal  width,  aa  waa  demonstrated  by 
comparing  the  extent  of  aeparation  with  that  of  a  boy  of  his  own 
age. 

It  was  proposed  to  treat  him  now  by  keeping  the  mouth  open 
fifteen  hoars  in  the  twenty-four  by  blocks  of  soft  pine  and  rubber. 
All  did  well  for  the  first  few  days,  or  until  the  wound  commenced 
granulating.  In  a  few  days  later  it  was  evident  that  the  granu- 
lations were  gaining  on  my  blocks.  The  teeth  became  exceaaively 
sore  from  the  constant  pressure.  From  day  to  day  it  could  be 
seen  that  the  space  between  the  jaws  was  lessening,  as  the  teeth 
were  so  sensitive  that  they  could  not  bear  the  pressure  necessary 
to  keep  the  jaw  open.  The  soft  parts  covering  the  bones  at  the 
angle  of  the  jaw  were  uniting,  as  well  as  the  cheeks  to  the  bonea,  so 
that  it  was  evident,  without  some  change  in  the  management,  my 
operation  would  be  a  complete  failure.  It  waa  evident  that  there 
were  twoiinportantiudioationa  to  fill:  first,  to  save  the  teeth,  which 
had  become  loose  and  exceedingly  sensitive  from  tbe  pressure 
necessary  to  keep  the  hones  apart,  coming  on  one  of  two  teeth  at 
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K  time;  and,  aecon<!lly,  to  interpoee  Bometbing  between  the  two 
grannlating  aurfaces,  which  would  make  the  union  of  the  two- 
snrfacea  impoBsible.  Upon  reflection,  it  occnrred  to  me  that  both 
would  be  perfectly  filled  by  the  hard  rubber  plates,  each  as- 
denti&ta  use,  minus  the  teeth — one  for  the  upper  and  one  for  the- 
lower  jaw,  accurately  fitting  the  teeth,  and  thus  diatributing  the 
pressure  and  extending  back  to  the  angle  of  the  jaws,  or  to  the 
depth  of  the  incision.  Thus  we  would  have  the  raw  surfaces  of 
both  jaws  ooTered  by  a  plate,  making  it  impossible  for  the  two 
granulating  surfaces  to  unite.  The  slight  flange  covering  the  jaw 
could  interpose  between  the  cheek  and  jaw  and  thus  prevent  their 
union.  I  determined  to  test  it.  The  patient  was  allowed  to  rest 
for  forty-eight  hours,  until  the  extreme  sensitiveness  of  the  teeth 
subsided.  Having  everything  in  readiness,  chloroform  to  partial 
ansesthesia  was  administered,  and  the  jaws  separated  and  all  ad- 
hesions that  had  taken  place  severed  with  a  bistoury.  As  soon 
as  the  hemorrhage  ceased.  Dr.  Charles  D'Alvigny,  whom  I  bad 
engaged  to  make  the  plates,  took  a  cast  of  both  the  superior  and 
inferior  maxillaiy.  The  plates  were  made  of  hard  rubber,  and  fitted 
accurately.  The  mouth  was  kept  open,  when  desired,  with  a 
block  of  soft  rubber,  introduced  between  the  plates.  I  had  no 
further  trouble  with  the  teeth,  or  with  the  case.  The  plates  wer& 
removed  once  or  twice  every  twenty-four  hours,  fjr  the  first  week 
or  two,  and  cleansed  and  put  back.  lu  a  short  time  my  little  pa- 
tient I^med  to  remove  and  readjust  the  plates  himself.  I 
furnished  him  with  a  little  block,  which,  when  introduced  in  a 
certain  position,  separated  the  jaws  to  their  normal  capacity. 
This  was  introduced,  for  a  short  time,  two  or  three  times  every 
day.  Ten  years  have  now  e1a|<sed  since  the  operation,  and  no 
one,  after  a  careful  examination,  would  suspect  from  appearances- 
that  he  had  ever  had  closure  of  the  jaw.  The  movements  of  the 
inferior  maxillary  are  as  free  as  any  one  of  his  age,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  the  cicatrix  from  the  slough  of  the  lip,  there  is  not 
the  least  deformity.  Bince  treating  this  case,  I  have  treated  three 
others,  and  with  like  success. 

One  word  in  regard  to  a  new  ecrew-gag  or  speculum  oris,, 
and  I  am  done.  All  the  screw-gags  that  I  have  ever  seen,  until 
I  had  one  constructed,  (Tig.  2),  opened  obliquely.    Thus  Dr. 
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Goodwillie's  instrameut  (Fig.  1)  opena  bj  a  screw  io  ooe  end,  uid 
in  openJDg  the  mouth,  if  it  reqaires  great  force,  will  displace  the 
teeth  iDwards.  Some  of  them  open  with  a  Bcrew,  bat  the  blades 
opeo  like  a  pair  of  scissors — obliqaely  outwards — aod  will  inva- 
riably  displace  the  teeth  oatward&  Before  having  constmcted  my 
instrument  (Fig.  2)  I  frequently  displaced  the  teeth,  brealung  ofiT 
some  and  forcing  out  others.  In  my  instraiDent,  by  turning  the 
screw,  the  blades  separate  parallel  with  each  other,  so  that  we 
always  have  the  pressure  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  the  tooth.- 


BISLOOATION  OF  AK  ETE-BALL,  WITH  BEPLAOEUENT  AKD 
OOHPLETE  KEOOVEET  OF  VBIOlf. 


The  case  is  not  that  of  a  human  being,  bnt  of  a  dog.  But  I 
report  it  as  of  interest  in  itself,  and  as  being  an  exact  representa- 
tion of  the  injury  as  occurring  in  the  human  subject. 

During  the  later  part  of  the  summer,  Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson  was 
called  to  the  bouse  of  a  certain  judge,  the  moasenger  telling  bim 
that  s  favorite  dog,  belonging  to  the  children,  had  lost  an  eye, 
and  needed  immediate  attention.  I  was  requested  to  accompany 
the  doctor,  and  upon  arriving  at  the  residence,  we  found  the  his- 
tory of  the  injury  and  the  condition  of  the  little  animal  about  as 
follows:  The  dog,  a  small  Esquimaux,  was  playing  with  a  large 
New  Foundland,  when  the  latter  took  it  upon  himself  to  seize 
the  diminutive  head  of  his  companion  between  his  jaws,  and 
pressed  with  such  vigor  as  to  force  the  left  eye  ball  from  its  sockeL 

We  foand  the  little  animal  apparently  in  the  greatest  misery, 
the  baU  resting  upon  the  cheek,  and  the  lids  contracted  so  tightly 
behind  it  as  to  enable  us  to  see  the  whole  of  the  posterior  por- 
tion, and  thus  also  preventing  completely  the  volnntary  retam  of 
the  ball  to  its  normal  position.  The  optic  nerve  was  put  npon 
the  stretch  to  its  very  ntmoat,  prodadng  total  blindness,  so  far 
as  we  coold  judge.  The  cornea,  being  exposed  for  several  hours 
to  external  influences,  had  assumed  an  opaque  appearance,  being 
in  itself  a  cause  of  blindness. 

Holding  the  dog  firmly,  and  grasping  the  protruded  ball  be- 
tween the  thumb  and  the  first  two  fingers  of  the  right  hand,  and 
with  the  fingers  of  the  left  separating  the  contracted  lids  as  moob 
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-«a  possible,  the  ball  wum  ilowl;  snd  gentl;  oompressed  and  directod 
backwardB,  when,  after  «  few  moments  of  sacb  pressare,  tlte 
f^obe  glided  into  ita  place,  reminding  one  yerj  mnch  of  the  noise 
produced  at  tbe  moment  a  dislocated  limb  springs  back  into  its 
Articulation,  with  its  peculiar  characteriatio  snapping  noise.  Onr 
little  patient  gave  immediate  evidence  of  the  greatest  relief,  and 
bounced  across  the  room  to  the  delight  of  all  present,  giving  unmis- 
takable signs  of  the  already  partial  restoration  of  vision  in  the  in- 
jured eye.  Upon  inqniry,  a  few  days  later,  we  were  told  there 
were  no  symptoms  of  anything  nnoaaal  having  ever  existed  with 
-the  eye,  the  vision  and  position  of  the  ball  being  as  perfect  aa 
that  of  the  other. 

In  former  days,  when  the  old-fashioned  mode  of  fighting 
'  (gouging)  was  so  much  in  vogue,  the  same  thing  oftentimes 
followed,  as  did  in  the  case  of  the  dog.  That  combatant  was 
oonsidereif  the  most  auccessfol,  who  could  first  press  one  or  more 
^gers  behind  one  of  his  opponents  eye  balls,  and  force  it  from 
ita  bed,  and  leave  it  exposed  upon  the  cheek,  an  evidence  of 
^ctory  to  the  surrounding  and  cheering  crowd.  Strange  that  so 
little  serious  and  permanent  injury  resulted  from  such  treatment 
of  the  eye.  But  the  optio  nerve  is  susceptible  of  being  drawn 
-oat  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  witboat  rupture,  aad  can  even 
Temain  in  this  gtretcked  condition  for  some  time,  suffering  only  a 
partial  benambing  of  its  fibers,  which  passes  off  in  due  time 
apon  removing  the  strain.  Why  the  nerve  should  have  such 
power  is  readily  seen,  when  we  consider  the  wide  range  the  eye- 
tiaU  has,  carrying  the  optio  nerve  with  it  in  every  movement 
Behind  and  around  the  ball  is  a  qnantity  of  fine,  loose  areolar 
tissue,  which  not  nnfreqnently  takes  on  an  inflammation,  swells 
enormously,  and  thereby  forces  the  ball  very  far  in  advance  of 
ita  natural  position.  Nature  has  made  provision  for  the  Optic 
nerve  under  such  circumstances,  in  giving  it  the  great  elasticity, 
and  the  power  of  rapidly  recovering  from  such  apparently  violent 
injury,  as  might  be  supposed  to  take  place  under  the  above  con- 
•dition  of  things. 

Tis  well  known  that  the  mnsclefi  around  and  governing  the 
movements  of  the  ball  can  be  drawn  out  to  an  amazing  degree, 
and  again  assume  their  normal  length  and  function.  They  rarely 
4:>ecome  ruptured,  and  always  afford  protection  to,  and,  to  some 
d^ree,  prevent  the'  same  injury  taking  place  in  the  nerve. 

Some  very  interesting  reports  have  been  given  of  dislocated 
balls,  produced  in  various  ways. 
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I  recollect  aeeinf;  a  few  yeara  ago,  in  ft  foreign  hospital,  a  very 
old,  dficrepid,  Polisb  Jew  brouffht  in  with  bis  left  eye-ball 
thoroQghly  dislocated,  and  the  only  history  that  he  could  give  of 
the  accident  was,  that  whUe  turning  himself  in  bed  the  night 
previous,  the  ball  "suddenly  jumped  out."  The  lids  must  have 
been  completely  relaxed,  so  as  to  afford  no  resistancA  to  the  ball 
as  it  was  pressed  forward  by  some  of  the  surroiindisg  muscles 
coDtractiug  at  the  moment  of  turning.  The  ball  was  eaaily  re- 
placed, and  patient  dismissed. 

Von  Langenbeck,  of  Berlin,  reports  a  case  (A.  F.  O.  xiii.,  ii.,, 
447)  of  fracture  of  the  superior  maxillary,  where  the  right  eye- 
ball was  displaced  from  its  socket  and  lodged  in  the  antrum  of 
bigbmore.  The  replacement  was  easy,  but  subsequently  became 
atrophied  as  the  result  of  a  plastic  operation  to  supply  some  of 
tbe  parts  destroyed  at  the  time  of  the  accident. 

Von  Becker,  of  Heidelberg,  also  reports  a  case  (A.  F.  0.  xii , 
ii.,  289)  in  which  a  blow  from  the  horn  of  a  cow,  dislocated  the 
fye  BO  far  back  into  the  orbit  that,  in  seeing  the  case  sometime 
afterwards,  he  at  first  supposed  an  euucleation  of  the  ball  had 
taken  place.  The  conjunctiva  overlapped  the  eye  so  completely 
as  to  hide  it  from  view,  but  in  pulling  this  membrane  aside,  the- 
ball  could  be  seen,  and  the  patient,  by  thus  exposing  it,  had 
tolerable  vision.  As  the  time  that  had  elapsed  since  tbe  injury 
was  considerable,  allowing  extensive  adhesions,  it  was  not  thought 
prudent  to  attempt  to  bring  the  ball  into  its  natural  position. 

A  dislocation  of  au  eye-ball,  then,  by  uo  means  is  equivalent  to 
the  destruction  of  the  same;  but  by  immediate  and  proper  atten- 
tion, it  can  be  replaced  with  the  retention  of  every  function  intact. 
Of  course  the  ball  must  be  handled  carefully,  else  the  preesure 
exercised  in  its  replacement  will  result  in  some  accident  to  th& 
interior  of  the  eye. 
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SEEVICB  OF  J.  G.  WESTMOEELaND,  HD. 

Bt  OHASLES   BOID   AMD  OBABLIS  KtrtTQiS,  BsKOiBM. 

Cue  L — November  16, 1875. — J.  E.,  a  female  eet  36,  QDmaniecl ; 
general  appearance  indicates  do  aerious  disease.  There  is  coogh 
mfh  more  or  less  mnco-ponileDt  expectoration  pretty  coDstacUy, 
and  aggravated  by  "taking  co'd."  Aleo,  a  pecaliar  arrest  of 
growth  in  the  fiager  nails.  Percassion  and  auacoltatioD  give  no 
4ecided  signs  of  pneumonic  difficulty. 

The  case  presented  affords  no  symptom  upon  which  clear  and 
anmietabable  diagnosis  can  be  formed.  The  history  just  obtained 
from  the  patient  shows  that  the  present  condition  has  existed 
for  several  years,  and  yet  we  have  nothing  bat  the  general  symp- 
toms of  cough  and  unnatural  appearance  of  the  nails  from  which 
to  make  out  an  opinion  of  the  pathological  condition.  The  first 
may  be  the  result  of  various,  and  sometimes  very  slight  causes, 
while  the  latter  generally  denotes  the  existence  of  long  standing, 
serious  disease  of  lungs  or  bronchia.  In  the  absence  of  evi- 
dences, from  physical  signs,  of  tubercular  deposit  in  the  lunge, 
my  conclusion  is,  that  the  lesion  exists  in  the  bronchia  or  lungs 
to  a  limited  extent,  and  in  a  part  which  has  escaped  notice  in  the 
imperfect  examination  made.  The  apex,  in  which  tubercle  is 
most  frequently  found,  gives  resonance  and  tolerably  perfect 
vesicnlar  murmur,  and  yet  a  critical  examination  would  probably 
give  evidences  of  disease  posterially  toward  the  base  of  one  or 
both  lungs. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  gentlemen,  treat- 
ment is  demanded,  although  no  argent,  dangerous,  symptoms 
are  present.  Doubtless,  lurking  permanent  lesion  exists  in  the 
respiratory  organs,  and  although  perhaps  limited  in  extent  and 
slow  in  progress,  depressing  influences,  such  as  long  exposure  to 
cold,  damp  atmosphere,  sudden  ohauge  of  temperature,  poor 
diet,  etc.,  are  likely  to  develop  dangerous  aad  rapidly  fatal  symp- 
toms at  any  time. 

General  treatment  does  not  seem  to  be  called  for,  further  than 
the  direction  to  take  regularly  nutritious  and  oily  food  in  digesti- 
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ble  qtuntities,  and  avoid  sadden  transition  from  lieated  to  cold 
atmosphere  without  adeqaate  proteotion. 

Local  applicationa  should,  I  thicik,  be  made,  and  of  enoh 
remedies  aS  are  likely  to  arrest  tiie  progress  of  ohronio  ioflam- 
matioD.  We  have  many  sach  remedies,  bat  a  very  limited  Dum- 
ber that  can  be,  with  faoility,  carried  to  any  extent  within  the 
air  passages.  losofflation  and  injection  have  been  proposed,  as 
means  of  introdaciog  catheretios  or  local  alteratives  into  the 
respiratory  tubes;  bat  although  any  liquid  preparation  may  be 
thus  introdaced,  the  danger  from  remedies  need  in  this  way  is 
mnch  more  iqiminent  than  that  from  the  ravages  of  the  disease 
for  which  they  may  be  given.  Inhalation,  the  only  practicable 
mode  of  applying  remedies  to  all  parts  of  the  respiratory  macous 
membrane,  cannot  be  practiced  saccessfuily  with  liquid  nor  solid 
forms  of  preparation.  Powdered  substances  inhaled  will  rarely 
be  carried  farther  than  the  larynx  and  trachea,  while  the  vapors 
from  solutions  of  non-volatile  eubatances  convey  the  remedies  in 
such  dilate  form  that  no  decided  impression  can  be  made  by  them. 
Only  such  articles  as  can  he  made  to  assume  the  state  of  fumes 
can  be  introduced  in  any  desirable  strength.  Besin,  a  stimulant 
of  the  mnccus  membranes  particularly,  and  iodine,  a  valuable 
catfaeretic,  are  sabject  to  this  form  of  preparation,  and  may  be 
taken  into  all  parts  of  the  air  passages,  diluted  to  any  desirable 
degree  of  strength  by  atmospheric  air. 

A  simple  and  economical  inhaler  is  equal  to  the  most  ex- 
pensive apparatus  for  this  purpose.  A  small,  salt-mouthed  vial, 
warmed  on  a  stove  or  in  any  other  convenieat  way,  will  answer 
the  purpose  of  an  inhaler,  and  for  the  preparation  of  the  fumes. 
-One  or  two  grains  of  iodine,  placed  in  the  vial  thus  heated,  may 
be  inhaled  through  the  mouth  or  nostrils.  This  will  be  the  pre- 
scription for  the  case  before  us,  to  be  used  at  night  or  momin,'~ 
every  day,  for  a  week,  and  after  that  time,  once  in  two  or  three 
days.  In  order  to  prevent  excessive  coughing  by  the  inhalation, 
an  opiate,  say  one-fourth  grain  of  morphine,  may  be  taken 'ao 
hoar  before  the  time  of  inhaling. 

November  19.  Has  foand  some  relief  from  cough  since  in- 
haling the  iodine.  The  direction  is  to  continue  inhalation,  but 
suspend  the  opiate. 

November  22.  No  material  change  since  last  seen.  Treat- 
ment continued. 

Casb  II, — November  16.  Alfred  Cherry,  colored,  set.  twenty- 
five,  looks  feeble  and  emaciated,  coughs  frequently,  expectorating 
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mocas,  has  aome  difflcnlty  io  breathing,  occasional  pain  in  epi- 
gastrnm.  and  voida  more  tbui  double  the  OBaal  amotmt  of  tuine; 
has  veiy  little  desire  for  food,  and  often  saffers  pain  after  eating, 

Tbe  bietor;  and  general  Hj^mptoms  of  this  case  lead  me  to> 
snapect  renal  difSculty  as  the  foundation  of  his  trouble.  TSo- 
positive  opinion,  however,  can  be  formed  in  regard  to  his  tmoi 
condition  until  the  nrine  has  undergone  careful  examination.. 
This  will  be  attended  to  on  his  retum,  and  further  remarks  in 
regard  to  it  will  be  deferred  for  the  present. 

November  19.  The  specimen  of  urine  brought  b;  tbe  patient' 
is  subjected  to  a  test.  First  for  albumen,  by  boiling,  and  fiud- 
ing  none,  litmus  paper  is  subjected  to  its  action  without  giving 
evidence  of  acid  by  reddening.  The  unnometer  shows  the 
usual  specific  gravity  of  healthy  urine,  say  1.15. 

The  results  of  this  examination  show  the  importance  pf 
thorough  examination  before  settling  the  diagnosis  upon  which 
treatment  ic  intitituted.  Had  we  reUed  upon  tbe  reasonable 
suspicion  entertained  of  this  case,  when  first  presented,  the  treat- 
ment of  abuminuria  or  diabetes  would  have  been  prosecuted 
without  benefit.  His  feeble  condition  seemed  to  be  the  nataral 
result  of  the  renal  disturbance,  and  all  other  symptoms  were 
susceptible  of  explanation  on  this  hypothesis.  Since,  however 
nuerring  tests  have  proved  its  fallacy,  we  must  posh  our  investi- 
gation in  an  other  direction.  'We  have  discovered  a  want  of. 
appetite  for  food,  and  evidences  of  imperfect  digestion  of  that 
which  is  taken.  Now,  vhether  this  be  the  prime  difficulty  in 
his  case  or  not,  evidently  restoratiou  of  tbe  digestive  powers  will 
be  eminently  beneficial.  In  order  to  this,  it  is  necessary  to  de- 
cide whether  this  failure  depends  upon  undue  irritation  or  in- 
f  ammation  of  the  stomach,  or  a  want  of  the  normal  excitement. 
No  redness  of  the  tongue  is  found,  indicating  the  former,  and  we 
shall  conclude  that  inactivity  exists  throughout  the  cbylo-poietic 
viscera.  There  is  probably  uot  only  a  want  of  the  usual  mus- 
cular contraction  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  but  deficient  secre* 
tion  of  gastric  and  pancreatic  fluids.  These  secretions  are 
necessary,  the  former  to  dissolve  food  in  the  stomach,  the  Utter 
to  emulsify  or  prepare  oily  food  for  absorption  or  appropriation. 

To  restore  these  functions  should  be  our  prime  object.  That . 
which  vrill  give  permanent  vigor  to  the  stomach  and  duodenum 
will  probably  also  restore  tbe  proper  amount  of  these  digestive  . 
fluids,  but  in  order  to  have  food  acted  on  in  tbe  stomach  at  once, . 
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we  will  endflsvor  to  afford  gastric  juice  artificially  along  with  the 
toDic  intended  to  restore  it  nitimatel;.  Then,  in  connection 
with  a  gastric  tonic,  we  shall  administer  pepsin,  the  active  prin- 
ciple of  gastric  fluid,  obtained  from  animals. 

It  will  probably  be  aafficient  in  this  case  to  afford  artificial 
gastric  juice,  along  with  the  gastric  tonic,  as  follows: 

ft. — Pepsin, gr.  lux. 

Tinct  Gentian, 

'Water, aa.  S.^ij. 

Mis. 

S.  Two  tesepoonfnls  at  each  meal,  after  shaking  well. 

November  22.  Patient  reports  appetite  improved,  strength 
increased  and  urine  very  much  less  in  quantity.  Pepsin  and 
gentian  continaed  as  before  directed. 

November  28.  In  general  appearance  Alfred  shows  decided 
improvement.  He  reports  appetite  good,  no  gastric  uneasiness, 
urine  aboat  normal.     The  same  prescription  continaed. 

December  3.  Patient  looks  sprightly  and  cheerful.  Seeming 
to  have  entirely  recovered,  is  discharged  from  the  clinic. 

Cabb  hi. — November  22.  Levinia  Wright  has  opacity  of  the 
cornea  in  one  eye.  Some  -swelling  of  the  lids  without  much  red- 
ness of  the  conjunctiva. 

The  redness  and  opacity  of  the  cornea  depend  upon  infiam- 
matioQ  of  that  tunic.  This  is  one  of  the  structures  in  which 
inflammation  does  not  produce  rednesa  Even  in  diseased  con- 
dition the  vessels  of  the  part  do  not  seem  to  carry  red  globules. 
Comeitis  is  more  dangerous  to  vision  than  inflammation  of  any 
esternnl  tunic  of  the  eye,  for  the  reason  found  in  this  case,  opac- 
ity, by  which  entrance  of  light  is  permitted.  Often  this  condi- 
tion of  the  cornea  remains  after  the  inflammatory  action  subsides, 
and  perpetual  blindness  is  the  resnlt.  In  this  case,  gentlemen, 
we  hope  to  restore  transparency,  should  the  effort  to  arrest  the 
infiammation  at  once  be  successful.  The  disease,  however,  has 
existed  for  a  week  or  more,  and  may  have  caused  already  deposits 
difficult  of  removaL 

This  disease,  like  ordinary  conjunctivitis,  requires  great  oare 
is  the  application  of  local  remedies.  Disease  in  such  delicate 
straotores  is  often  aggravated  by  the  careless  use  of  irritating 
substances.  Even  the  acetate  of  lead,  one  of  the  mildest  astrin- 
gents, may  be  used  injuriously  in  ophthalmia,  by  applying  the 
imperfect  solution  of  an  impure  salt,  containing  insolable  carbo- 
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Date,  oxide,  etc.,  which  act  as  irritantB.  Collyi-ia  often  contain 
sabstaDces  decidedly  injariona  to  acute  aore  eyes,  from  their 
stimulating  properties  also.  For  these  reasons  local  applications, 
taken  all  together,  have  not  usually  proved  useful  in  acute  oph- 
thalmia. 

Id  this  case  the  astringent  action  of  sulphate  cadmium,  of 
proper  strength,  will  probably  be  serviceable.  In  order  to  soothe 
and  protect,  as  well  as  constringe  the  inflamed,  delicate  tissue,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  make  the  solution  in  some  demulcent,  and 
for  this  purpose  the  mucilage  from  the  pith  of  sassafras  is  pref- 
erable, as  follows: 

Q.. — Sulphate   Cadmium,  .        .  .        gr.  as. 

Mucilage  of  Sassafras  pith,  .  f^j. 

Dissolve. 

Sig.  Four  or  iive  drops  in  the  eye  twice  a  day. 

In  addition  to  the  cotlyrium  just  prescribed,  couoter-irrita- 
tioD  should  be  instituted  at  ouce,  and  vigorously.  The  means 
used  for  this  pnrpose  are,  rubefacients,  acupuncture,  cup», 
leeches,  blisters  and  pustulauts.  Of  these,  some  serve  the  pur- 
pose of  local  depletion,  and  iu  the  case  before  us,  such  are  decid- 
edly preferable.  Cups,  with  scarification,  to  the  temples  and 
nape  of  the  neck,  wiU  not  only  afford  useful  depletion  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  diseased  part,  but  counter-irritation  to  some 
extent  also.  For  adults  this  is  preferable,  but  owing  to  the  small 
size  of  this  patient  a  blister,  two  by  four  inches,  is  directed  to  be 
applied  across  the  back  of  the  head  and  neck. 

Ca8b  IV. — November  22.  Prudence  Chapman,  colored,  set 
twenty-four,  aufiered,  some  months  ago,  from  rheumatism  of 
the  right  shoulder,  elbow  and  wrist.  She  now  complains  of  stiff- 
ness and  soreness  of  the  right  aide  of  neck  and  shoulder. 

In  the  first  place,  I  would  remark,  that  rheumatic  inflamma- 
lion  is  peculiar  in  its  migratory  character,  manner  of  termination 
and  results.  Like  ordinary  inflammation,  it  causes  pain,  swell- 
ing, redness  and  fever,  and  usually  attacks  fibrous  and  muscular 
tissues.  Hence  the  joints  and  muscles  are  genemlly  involved- 
Tbe  neurilemma  or  nervous  cords  are  also  subject  to  attack, 
giving  rise  to  what  is  some  timescalled  "nervous  rheuma- 
tism." Unlike  common  inflammation,  rheumatism  rarely,  if  ever, 
terminates  in  suppuration,  but  frequently  leaves  deposits  of 
semi-organized  fibrin  or  other  substance,  interfering  with  the 
mobility  of  joints,  and  leading  to  occasional  soreness  and  pain 
called  "  chronic  rheumatism." 
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The  qnestioD  first  to  be  decided  is,  upon  what  primary  dia- 
turboQce  doea  this  peculiar  and  strangely  behaved  iDfiammatioQ 
depend?  Doee  it  depend  upon  the  deposit,  in  the  parts  affected, 
of  lithic  acid  or  other  snbstauce  found  in  escess  in  the  blood,  or 
does  it  arise  from  a  peculiarly  deranged  condition  of  the  nervous 
system?  Both  of  these  theories  have  been  promulgated  by 
puthologists,  and,  as  students  of  medicine,  your  attention  is  in- 
vited to-day  to  reasoning  on  the  subject.  If  the  former  view  be 
correct,  why  is  it  that  the  inflammation  is  transferred  in  an  hoar 
from  one  joint  to  another?  Oertainly,  if  the  morbi&c  cause  be 
deposited  from  the  blood,  in  the  part  inflamed,  it  would  not  be 
transferred  to  another  part  so  suddenly  as  rheumatism  changes 
location.    Indeed,  it  conld  not  be  changed  at  all. 

The  theory  of  nervous  origin  is  certainly  established  by  the 
sudden  transition,  which  peculiarity  is  observed  by  many  nervons 
affections,  such  as  pleurodynia,  and  neuralgia  of  various  parts. 
The  best  means  of  successful  treatment  also  confirm  this  opinion 
of  its  pathology,  from  their  known  influence  over  the  nervous 
centres.  Quinine  and  opium,  with  blisters  over  the  spinal  column, 
evidently,  to  my  mind,  afford  the  best  means  of  treatment 
These  influences  are  exerted  solely  upon  the  spinal  nervons  centre, 
— one  as  a  counter-irritant  and  the  other  as  a  tonic, — and  when 
rheumatism  is  thus  relieved,  we  naturally  conclude  that  the  dis- 
ease depends  upon  disturbance  of  this  centre  of  the  nervous 
eyst-em. 

Id  this  case  the  blister  alone  will  probably  be  sufficient.  I 
therefore  direct  that  a  blister,  two  by  six  inches,  be  applied  over 
the  cervical  and  dorsal  spine. 

November  26.  Patient  has  relief  from  the  disease,  but  suffers 
from  soreness  of  the  blister,  which  is  irritable  from  improper 
dressing. 

■Case  V. — November  26.  Sallie  Allen,  set.  20,  is  suffering  with 
|)aiii  and  tenderness  at  lower  portion  of  abdomen,  just  inside  the 
left  hip.  Menstruated  last  week,  and  since  the  cessation  has 
suffered  with  the  pain  referred  to. 

This,  gentlemen,  is  a  specimen  of  a  large  class  of  cases  that 
consult  [ihysiciaus  on  all  occasions  and  in  all  seasons.  The  cause 
of  trouble,  doubtless,  is  engorgement  of  the  ovary,  which  has 
existed  since  the  conclusion  of  her  last  menstrual  period.  Diffi- 
culties of  this  kind  are  supposed  to  arise  boia  postponed  or 
suppressed  menstruation,  and  it  is  not  very  generally  understood 
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why  sQcb  state  shoald  exiat  after  foil  and  perfect  menstmatioD. 
When  this  difficulty  is  found,  nnder  the  circametancea  of  tbi» 
case,  it  affords  one  of  the  evidences  of  iutra-nteriiie  irritability,  or 
chronic  inflammatiou,  extending,  probably,  along  the  fallopian 
tubes.  Now,  this  pain  of  the  ovary  will  probably  cease  in  a  short 
time  by  the  use  of  an  opiate  internally,  and  rubefacient  action 
over  the  seat  of  trouble;  but  is  liable  to  retnm  At  the  next  period, 
or  at  any  intermediate  time,  in  one  or  both  ovaries,  so  long  as  the 
irritation  of  the  womb  exists. 

In  order  to  give  relief,  I  inject  one-sixth  of  a  grain  of 
sulph.  morphia  and  one-sistieth  grain  of  sulphate  of  atropia  in 
ten  drops  of  water,  and  direct  a  sinapism  on  the  left  lower  part 
of  the  abdomen. 

This  case,  if  such  disease  of  the  uterus,  as  we  suspect,  exists, 
ahonld  be  transferred  to  the  gyn (ecological  clinic  for  treatment 
directed  to  the  interior  of  the  womb.  This  can  be  had  by  tent 
medicated  with  iodine,  nit.  silver,  sulph.  zinc,  or  other  suitable 
remedy;  or  by  injecting  a  solution  of  it  into  the  cavity,  in  a  man- 
ner and  in  quantity  not  to  produce  undue  contraction  of  the 
organ. 


SERVICES  OF  PROF.   W.   P.  WESTMORELAND.  M.D. 
Di  T.  M,  UcINTOSB.  M.D..  RirosTES. 

Dineoi^d  TeUide. — This  httle  boy,  who  is  only  four  and  a  half 
year»  of  age,  has  been  brought  to  the  clinic  this  morning  to  be 
treated  for  an  enlarged  testicle.  The  trouble,  as  we  learn,  com- 
menced one  year  ago,  and  we  have  now  a  tnmor  the  size  of  a 
goose  egg  or  larger.  Hiive  we  a  disense  of  th%  testicle,  or  a  dis- 
ease of  its  membranes?  Thut  is,  have  we  hydrocele  or  have  ne 
an  organic  disease  of  the  testicle  proper,  or  both  ?  If  it  is  hydro- 
cele, we  will  be  able  to  transmit  hght  through  the  enlargement  by 
making  the  skin  tense  and  placing  the  tnmor  between  onrselves 
and  a  window,  or  what  is  better,  a  lighted  candle  or  lamp.  If 
we  find  the  tnmor  tronslncent,  we  know  that  it  can  be  nothing 
but  an  effudion  into  the  serous  sack  covering  the  testicle — a  true 
hydrocele.  Upon  examination  we  have  no  transparency,  so  that 
it  cannot  be  an  ordinary  hydrocele.  We  sometimes,  however, 
have  the  tunica- vaginalis  testis,  filled  with  an  opaque  fluid,  with 
blood,  as  in  hematacele;  or  in  some  cases  of  hydrocele,  we  haw 
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tbe  finid  colored  with  the  red  corpuscles  of  the  blood,  and  in 
Buch  eases  there  will  be  no  transparency.  In  aome  portions  of 
this  tumor  there  ia  certainly  fluid,  as  the  fluctuation  can  be  dis- 
tinctly felt;  at  other  points  it  cannot  be  detected.  In  snch  cases 
the  only  mode  of  determining,  with  certainty,  the  character  of 
the  trouble  is  by  inserting  an  exploring  trocar,  which  we  will  now 
do.  You  see  that  there  has  passed  out  only  a  small  quantity  of 
fluid,  not  enough  to  perceptibly  reduce  its  size.  The  remaiuing 
mass  is,  to  a  greater  extent  at  least,  enlarged  testicle,  and  from 
its  rapid  growth  we  would  pronounce  it  malignant  or  eucephaloid 
cancer.  Au  extirpation  of  the  testicle  is  the  only  treatment  that 
promises  favorable  results;  and  as  the  parents  have  already  given 
their  consent,  and  the  boy  is  in  good  condition,  we  will  pei'form 
the  operation  at  once. 

The  little  patient  was  now  placed  under  the  influence  of  ether, 
and  the  testicle  removed  with  the  loss  of  very  little  blood,  as  the 
spermatic  artery  was  ligated  before  the  cord  was  severed.  The 
lips  of  the  woand  were  now  brought  together  with  silver  sutures, 
and  strips  of  adhesive  plaster  used  to  sastain  and  support  the 
parts.  In  two  or  three  weeks  the  patient  returned  with  the  parts 
healed  and  was  dismissed  cured.  An  examination  of  the  testicle 
removed  proved  it  to  be  au  encephaloid  cancer. 

Tertiary  Syphilis. — This  colored  man  presents  himself  this 
morning  in  a  pitiable  condition.  We  have  here  syphilitic  caries 
of  the  sternum,  and  of  both  clavicles.  lu  addition,  as  you  see, 
he  has  abscesses  of  the  ceivioal  glands  of  the  neck,  and  an  im- 
mense abscess  in  the  axilla  of  right  side.  His  general  health,  as 
ia  evident  from  his  appearance,  is  greatly  impaired — tells  ns  that 
he  suffers  more  or  less  pain  in  his  extremities,  which  he  attributes 
to  rheumatism,  but  which  is  evidently  syphilitic.  It  is  impossible, 
as  you  have  seen,  to  get  anything  like  a  correct  history  of  his 
trouble,  as  he  most  positively  denies  ever  having  had  syphilis  in 
any  foi^n.  That  the  disease  of  the  bone,  however,  and  other 
prominent  sj'mptoms  present,  are  syphilitic  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
and  we  shall  treat  him  accordingly.  The  remedies  that  we  pre- 
scribed for  the  woman  at  our  last  clinic,  who  bad  secondary 
syphilis,  and  in  which  mercury  was  the  basis,  are  not  admissible 
in  this  case,  as  mercury,  in  any  form,  would  most  likely  be  inju- 
rious in  his  present  condition.  While  mercaiy  ia  our  favorite 
remedy  in  secondary  syphilis,  we  rarely  give  it  in  the  tertiary 
form  of  the  disease.    And  while  the  iodide  of  potassium  is  the 
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baeia  of  treatmeDt  in  almoet  everj  case  of  tertiary  Bjphilis,  we 
Tery  rarely  give  it  in  tbe  eeoondary  form  of  the  disease.  The 
iodide  of  potassium  in  large  doses  is  the  only  remedy  that  will 
rapidly  improve  the  condition  of  this  poor  man.  We  will  then 
freely  open  the  abscesses  that  are  not  already  discharging,  and 
extend  the  openings  in  those  that  are  not  well  drained,  and  inject 
all  with  the  tinctare  of  iodine  for  the  purpose  of  Btimnlating  the 
sapparattDg  tissue.  For  bis  core,  however,  we  shall  rely  npon  the 
following: 

3.. — Iodide  of  potassium,  -----        ^ii- 

Tincture  of  gentian,        .....    ^iiee. 

Simple  syrup,     -.-..-        ^Waa. 

Water. ^ii. 

M.  Sol.  He  will  take  a  tablespoonful  morning,  noon,  and  night, 
in  half  pint  of  water. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  patient  will  take  sixty  grains  at  a  dose 
and  one  hundred  and  eighty  grains  in  the  twenty-four  honra,  but 
each  dose  is  diluted  with  half  pint  of  water.  Many  physicians 
have  assured  me  that  their  patients  would  not  bear  the  potash  in 
such  large  doses;  that  it  so  siTected  the  stomach  that  they  have 
been  forced  to  withdraw  the  remedy.  Upon  inquiry,  I  have 
almost  invariably  found  that  they  had  failed  to  give  it  in  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  water  to  properly  dilute  it.  If  not  properly 
diluted,  it  almost  invariably  produces  an  irritable  condition  of  the 
stomach,  causing  indigestion,  with  more  or  less  nausea  and  vom- 
iting. If  it  be  given  properly  diluted  with  gentian  in  some  form, 
it  increases  the  appetite  and  digestion.  I  am  yet  to  see  the  first 
case  of  tertiary  syphilis  in  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  give  the 
iodide  of  potassium  in  from  forty  to  sixty  grains  at  a  dose.  I 
have  had  one  case  where  the  salt  produced  a  terrible  caryzawith 
irritation  or  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  fauces 
and  larynx  with  great  diisCress,  but  by  commencing  with  small 
doses,  and  persisting  in  its  use,  I  finally  overcame  the  trouble, 
and  the  sufferer  was  able  to  take  the  remedy.  At  the  end  of  a 
week  the  patient  returned,  much  improved  in  every  particular. 

Stricture  of  the  Urethra. — This  man  presents  himself  to-day  to 
be  treated  for  stricture  of  the  urethra,  from  which,  he  tells  us,  he 
has  suffered  more  or  less  for  twelve  years.  Upon  examination 
we  find  two  strictures,  one  anterior  to  the  curve  or  bulb,  and 
one  at  the  bulb  or  curve,  and  extending  to  the  membraaous  por- 
tion of  the  urethra.     At  the  strictures,  particularly  the  one  nearest 
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the  bladder,  the  arethra  is  exceedingly  coDtract«d,  so  small  that  it 
wan  with  great  difficaltj,  as  yoa  saw,  to  introduce  the  stualleat 
filiform  bougie,  and  after  its  introdaction  could  not  introdnce  the 
divuleor  over  the  bougie,  and  through  the  atricture,  nntil  the 
bougie  had  remained  for  some  time  in  the  nrethra.  There 
are  several  modes  of  treating  stricture,  and  each  plan  or  mode  is 
applicable  in  a  certain  class  of  cases.  No  plan  is  applicable  in 
all.  There  are  a  certain  number  of  cases  that  we  ma;  cure  by 
simply  dilating  with  bongiee,  bnt  all  are  not  corable  by  this 
plan.  In  a  certain  nnmber  the  best  plan  is  a  section  of  the  strict- 
ure from  within,  or  internal  aretbrotomy,  as  it  is  called.  In 
other  cases,  again,  the  best,  and  in  some  the  only  mode  that 
promises  success,  is  a  section  of  the  stricture  from  without,  or 
external  urethrotomy  or  perineal  section,  if  the  section  is  made 
in  the  perineum.  Another  mode,  and  one  which  for  past  few 
years  has  been  very  popular,  particularly  in  certain  localities,  is 
the  rapid  rupture  or  tearing  the  strictiired  portion  of  the  urethra 
with  a  divulsor.  The  instrument  that  I  hold  in  my  hand  is 
Sir  Henry  Thompson's  divulsor,  and,  as  yon  see,  consists  of  two 
blades,  and  when  closed  and  ready  to  introduce  into  the  bladder, 
resembles,  and  is  about  the  size  of,  a  number  five  metallic  bougie. 
By  turning  a  screw  at  the  end  you  see  the  blades  are  separated. 
It  is  by  separating  the  blades,  after  the  instrument  has  been  in- 
troduced, that  the  stricture  is  raptured  and  dilated  to  the  extent 
of  receiving  the  largest  bougie.  At  some  future  time  we  will 
discuss  inter^ial  and  external  urethrotomy,  and  the  class  of  cases 
in  which  they  are  more  particularly  applicable.  To-day  we  shall 
treat  this  case  with  the  divulsor,  by  diviihion,  as  it  is  culled.  In 
this  instrument  we  have  Gouley's  improvement,  which  consists  in 
the  small  opening  in  the  end,  and  the  tuunel  on  the  side,  the  ob- 
ject being  to  pass  it  over  a  filiform  bougie,  the  bougie  acting  as  a 
guide  to  the  divulsor. 

The  instrument  was  now  passed  over  the  filiform  into  the  blad- 
der, and  after  adjusting  it  so  that  the  largest  part,  when  dilated, 
would  correspond  with  the  etricl»red  portions  of  the  urethra,  the 
screw  was  rapidly  turned  and  the  blades  separated  to  their  fullest 
extent  The  screw  was  now  turned  in  the  opposite  direction,  the 
blades  closed,  the  instrument  removed,  and  the  largest  size  metallic 
bougie  introduced  without  the  least  trouble.  All  the  treatment 
necessary  after  such  rupture  or  divuhion  is  the  daUy  introduction 
of  the  bongie  for  three  or  four  weeks,  and  later  once  every  two 
or  three  weeks. 
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EYE  AND  EAR  CUNIC. 

Pm)«MOB  A.  W.  CALHOUS..  M.D, 
{CoTitinftd  from  jH^Vi  Bfy<rBrmlnr  Joantil.) 

C48B  XXVI, — Scrofulous  KeralUis,  (Injlammalion  of  the  Cor- 
nea.) S.  K.,  colored  boy,  set.  Bisteeu,  Atlauta.  There  is  a  scrof- 
ulous appearance  about  the  patient,  that  would  lead  most  of  joo 
at  once  to  the  conclueion  that  hia  disease  belonged  to  that  class. 
Furthemaore,  the  rachitic  condition  of  his  spine  iudicates  the 
nature  of  his  trouble.  Both  cornera  are  hazy,  and  at  different 
points  there  ore  thick  opacities,  sufficient  to  obscure  bis  vision, 
80  that  he  is  compelled  to  be  lead  about.  Arouad  the  cornea, 
the  circle  of  redness  known  as  "  ciliary  injection,"  is  clearly  visible, 
and  there  are  photophobia,  lachrymation,  etc.,  present  This  circle 
of  ciliary  blood-vessels  is  alimi/'i  an  indication  of  an  inflammation, 
or  at  any  rate,  an  irritation  either  of  the  cornea  or  of  the  iris,  or 
of  some  of  the  deeper-lying  structures  of  the  ball.  Characteristic 
of  this  scrofulous  infiammation  of  the  cornea,  is  the  location  or 
position  of  the  deposit,  viz:  in  beltveen  the  layers  of,  (inter-Iamet- 
lar)  and  not  vpon  the  cornea  itself.  Ordinary  corneal  inflamma- 
tions are  prone  to  suppuration,  but  scrofulous  keratitis  never 
results  in  the  formation  of  pus,  though  it  may  have  existed  ever 
BO  long  and  severely.  The  disease  lasts  for  several  months,  not 
nnfrequently  for  more  than  a  year,  but,  as  a  rule,  it  is  ultimately 
curable. 

We  will  put  the  patient  upon  cod-liver  oil,  iodide  potasainm 
and  tonics,  and  direct  him  to  take  nmch  outdoor  exercise.  Lo- 
cally we  will  apply  atropine  as  a  sedative,  and  dust  calomel  upon 
the  inside  of  the  lower  lid  once  daily,  watching  its  effect  from 
day  to  day.  After  the  excessive  irritability  has  passed  away,  we 
will  direct  to  be  placed  upon  inside  of  lower  lids,  every  night  at 
bedtime,  a  small  piece  of  salve,  composed  of  hyd.  ox.  flav.  gr.  ij., 
ung.  aqufe  rosee  3j.  This  is  with  the  view  of  stimulating  the 
vessels  to  renewed  action,  and  to  take  up  the  deposits. 

Note. — After  being  under  this  treatment  for  several  months, 
the  comete  have  gradually  cleared  up  sufficiently  to  enable  the 
boy  to  attend  to  his  ordinary  duties.  Will  continue  the  reme- 
dies, and  hope  to  be  able  to  dismiss  him  cured  before  many 
mouths. 
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C*SB  SXVn. — Irido-Choroiditis,  with  Exudative  Membrane  clos- 
ing the  Pupil — Iridectomy.  J.  W.,  colored,  tet.  66,  Atlaota;  bad 
fonr  yeara  ago  a  severe  inflEuamation  (probably  sypbilitic)  in  the 
right  eye,  which  resnlted  io  the  total  destruction  and  collapse  of 
the  ball.  About  a  year  afterwards  bad  sympathetic  irido-choroi- 
ditis  in  the  left  eye,  which  ended  in  bliDdness,  closing  np  the 
pupil  with  an  exudative  deposit,  resulting  from  the  ioSaminatioD. 
Usually  an  operation  in  auch  caees  does  no  good,  from  the  fact 
that  the  choroid  haa  been  so  seriously  impaired  that  restoration 
to  vision  is  impossible.  The  perception  of  light,  however,  was  so 
keen  in  the  left  eye  that  it  was  thought  the  choroid  must  not 
have  suffered  so  severely,  and  hence  an  operation  was  deteraiined 
upon. 

A  large  artificial  pupil  was  made  by  cutting  away  the  upper 
portion  of  the  iris,  (iridectomy)  and  it  was  found  that  the  exu- 
dation which  filled  the  pupil  also  covered  the  entire  lens  in  front, 
no  portion  being  visible  behind  the  new-formed  pupil.  The  win- 
dow, through  which  the  light  could  stream  into  the  eye,  being 
enlarged,  a  greater  volume  of  light  could  be  discerned  by  the 
patient;  but  so  long  as  this  thick  membrane  covered  the  front 
of  the  lens,  of  coarse  vision  was  impossible.  To  remove  this 
membrane  would  necessitate  the  removal  pf  the  lens,  and  as  this 
was  not  thought  to  be  cataractons,  and  hence  in  a  soft  condition, 
it  was  not  thought  prudent  to  interfere  further.  The  wound 
healed  rapidly,  and  he  was  at  his  usual  avocation  (wood  sawing) 
after  a  few  days.  ' 

This  case  only  serves  to  confirm  my  experience,  that  it  is 
utterly  useless  to  interfere  (surgically  or  otherwise)  vrith  an  eye 
that  has  gone  tbroagh  a  sympathetic  inflammation,  with  the  view 
of  restoring  sight  It  invariably  results  in  no  good.  The  per- 
ception of  light  may  be  tolerably  good,  aud  thus  entice  the  sur- 
geon to  an  operation,  bat  always  some  such  obstacle  as  above 
mentioned  plants  itself  in  the  way  to  even  a  partial  return  to 
vision. 

Case  XXVIII. — External  Slrabiionug,  with  Paraliisin  o/"  the  In- 
ternal Bectus.  Division  of  the  External  3Iiiscle  and  Advancement 
{and  thereby  shortening)  of  the  Internal.  C.  H.,  colored  girl,  set. 
nineteen,  Georgia;  had  severe  inflammation  several  years  ago, 
which  resulted  in  several  small  opacities  of  the  cornea,  and  a 
partial  paralysis  of  the  internal  rectus  of  the  right  eye,  thus 
allowing  the  external  muscle  to  draw  the  eye  far  outwards.   After 
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tb«  divisioD  of  the  external  mnscls,  it  was  found  that  the  interaal 
was  Dot  sufficiently  powerful  to  bring  the  eye  oat  of  its  abnonaal 
position.  The  advancement  operation  was  then  made  apon 
the  interaal  rectos  in  the  following  manner:  An  incision  was 
made  through  the  conjanctiva,  about  two  lines  in  rear  of  the  edge 
<rf  the  cornea,  over  the  insertioD  of  the  muscle,  aud  a  tenotomy 
hook  passed  entirely  nnder  it,  bringing  it  fully  into  view.  Three 
threads  were  then  used  (each  armed  with  two  needles)  one  being 
passed  through  the  apper  edge  of  the  mnscle,  near  its  insertion; 
another  through  tbe  lower  edge,  and  the  third  through  the  mid- 
dle. The  needles  of  each  thread  were  passed  from  the  under 
surface  of  the  muscle,  so  that  the  loop  of  each  rested  upon  the 
sclerotic  aide.  Next  the  conjunctiva  was  loosened  from  the^le- 
retic,  from  the  point  of  the  incision  up  to  the  edge  of  the  cornea. 
The  mnscle  was  now  severed  from  its  insertion  and  freed  from 
all  it«  attachments,  and  the  different  threads  passed  in  their  regu- 
lar order  underneath  the  loosened  conjunctiva  and  through  the 
same,  at  its  junction  with  the  cornea.  Upon  being  tightened  and 
tied,  the  muscle  was  brought  from  its  former  insertion  (about 
two  lines  behind  the  cornea)  np  to  the  very  edge  of  the  cornea, 
being  covered  at  the  same  time  by  the  conjunctiva.  In  other 
words,  the  muscle  was  shortened  to  this  estent,  and  thereby  the 
eye  drawn  very  nearly  into  its  proper  position. 

Comparatively  little  inflammation  followed  the  operation,  and 
after  the  third  day  the  stitches  were  removed,  the  muscle  having 
■become  firmly  adherent  at  its  new  insertion.  The  eye  turns  a 
very  little  outwards  still,  but  so  slightly  as  not  to  be  very  uotice- 
able.  The  internal  muscle  now  acts  very  well,  having  very  nearly 
recovered  from  the  partial  paralysis. 

Case  XXIX.—  Chalazion  {lorsal-cyd)  and  Us  Treatment.  H.  G., 
Georgia,  let.  twenty- sevrn,  has  a  tumor  of  the  size  of  a  large  pea 
upon  the  inside  of  the  left  lower  lid.  It  is  quite  visible  from  the 
outeide,  and  seems  to  be  just  under  the  skin,  but  upon  pulling 
the  lid  down,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  points  towards  the  inner  side 
of  the  hd.  These  tumors  are  known  as  chalazion,  and  are  the 
result  of  an  inflammation  and  a  closure  of  one  or  more  of  the 
meibomian  glands.  At  first  the  contents  of  the  closed  duct  are 
soft,  but  after  remaining  for  some  time  they  become  quite  hard, 
and  when  let  out  present  a  cheesy  appearance.  The  best  way, 
and  the  quickest,  of  getting  nd  of  sncb  tumors  is  to  evert  the  lid 
and  open  it  freely,  thus  letting  out  the  contents  that  have  been 
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for  a  greater  or  less  time  pent  up.  As  often  as  tfaey  recur,  or 
others  form,  tbe^  should  be  at  once  openetl  Some  astringent 
wash  will  often  overcome  the  tendency  to  inflammatioa  in  the 
meibomian  glands.  When  once  formed  and  let  alone,  tliey  not 
nnfreqnently  remain  for  years  ae  a  small  shot-like  lamp,  which 
can  be  easily  felt  by  passing  the  finger  gently  over  the  onter  sur- 
face of  the  lid. 


gktJa»t«  gKa^twa  <t{  pttoiat. 


It.  W.  WETmORELANO,  M.D.,  Befobtib. 

Atlanta,  November  2, 1875. 

Academy  met,  Dr.  John  M.  Johnson,  President,  in  the  chair. 

Report  of  cases: 

X>r.  Armstrong  desired  to  express  himself  more  fully  in  regard 
to  the  subject  of  opium  antidote. 

I  desire,  Mr.  President,  to  call  attention  to  a  case  of  poison- 
ing from  strychnine,  as  I  believe,  in  the  person  of  a  gentleman 
who  had  been  taking  one  of  the  nostmrns  advertised  in  the  news- 
papers to  cure  the  habit  of  taking  opiam.  It  was  said  to  be 
Collins'  preparation,  or  the  same  as  he  prepares. 

My  patient  had  been  taking  this  nostrum  for  a  short  time,  and 
not  feeling  altogether  as  comfortable  as  when  under  fall  doses  of 
opinm,  took  a  much  larger  qnantity  than  directed,  which  causqd 
him  to  feel  drowsy  and  free  from  all  onpleasant  sensations.  En- 
conraged  by  the  pleasant  feelings  of  the  increased  dose,  be  again  re- 
peated the  nostrum  in  a  still  larger  qnantity  in  the  morning  before 
breakfast,  and  was  soon  after  attacked  with  spasms  of  the  mascles 
generally.  He  was  taken  while  at  breakfast  with  his  family,  and 
described  the  spasmodic  action  of  the  masseter  muscles  as  being 
violent.  I  saw  him  in  a  few  minutes,  and  remained  sometime. 
The  convQlsive  action  was  of  short  duration.  p.a  stated,  upon 
being  questioned,  that  he  had  taken  no  medicine,  (not  thinking 
the  "opium  antidote"  could  be  followed  by  sucli,  results,)  nor  had 
strychnine  been  used  about  the  bouse  for  any  purpose.  I  saw 
him  again  at  1  p.u.  He  said  he  was  then  satisfied  that  he  bad 
taken  strychnine,  and  told  me  for  the  first  time  that  he  had  been. 
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taking  this  nostram.  He  ioformed  me  that  be  had  sent  for  the 
egeat  of  whom  he  purchased  the  drag,  and  he  had  told  him  that 
the  preparation  contained  etrjchoine,  and  that  too  large  a  dose 
would  produce  symptoms  of  poisoning.  I  bad  always  been  OOQ- 
vinced,  from  the  effects  of  the  "opinm  antidote,"  that  it  contained 
opiam  or  some  of  its  salts,  as  well  as  from  the  knowledge,  too, 
that  the  only  way  to  break  a  confirmed  opium-eater  is  to  grada- 
ally  diminish  the  dose.  I  had  also  reason  to  believe  that  one  or 
more  tonics  entered  into  its  composition,  but  did  not  suppose, 
until  then,  that  it  contained  strychnine.  That  my  patient  was 
poisoned  by  strychnine,  I  am  sure,  and  that  the  "  opinm  antidote '' 
contained  it,  I  am  almost  as  well  convinced.  I  will  ntate  further, 
that  out  of  a  family  of  four,  he  only  had  spasms  of  the  muscles. 

In  mentioDing  this  case,  I  simply  desire  to  call  attention  to 
one  of  the  ingredients,  as  I  believe,  of  the  "opium  antidote," 
so-called. 

Dr.  Battey  reported  a  case  of  overdose  of  Collin's  opinm  an- 
tidote, in  a  person  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  using  opium, 
and  exaggerating  the  doses  used,  thereby  having  the  antidote  in 
too  large  a  portion.  On  account  of  the  narcotism  produced,  the 
preparation  had  to  be  reduced  in  strength.  He  believed  that 
in  each  bottle  a  person  uses  there  is  a  gradual  diminution  of  the 
amount  of  opium  to  the  previous  bottle,  and  an  increase  of  the 
tonic,  on  the  theory  that  a  gradual  withdrawal  of  the  opium 
tends  to  destroy  the  desire. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  called  attention  to  the  action  of  bleeding  in 
puerperal  convulsions.  Called  to  see  a  woman  who  bad  been 
having  convulsions  from  6  a.u.  to  3  p.m.,  having  come  on  a  few 
hours  after  pains  set  in.  She  had  had  about  twenty  or  thirty 
fits.  Upon  copious  bleeding  the  number  of  fits  gradually  de- 
creased. The  labor  seemed  to  have  been  arrested,  the  os  dilated 
sufficiently  to  introduce  the  finger.  Barnes'  dilators  and  the  for- 
ceps were  used  to  hasten  the  delivery,  which  was  soon  accom- 
plished, the  foetus  beiug  dead.  Thirty-sis  hours  after  the  woman 
died  from  what  he  thinks  was  nnemic  poison. 

Dr.  John  M.  Johnson  desired  to  know  why  he  attributed  the 
death  to  urramia. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  replied  that  he  considered  true  eclampsia  as 
aynonomous  with  urEemia — in  other  words,  that  eclampsia,  as  a 
rule,  is  the  result  of  ursemic  poisoning. 

Dr.  John  M.  Johnson  remarked  that  he  has  always  held  the 
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opinion  that  nrsemic  poisoDing  was  preceded  by  albnminnria  and 
cedema  of  limbs.  Desired  to  bear  Bome  expressiTe  experience 
on  that  sabjeot. 

Dr.  Battey  replied  that  he  had  witnessed  anemic  poisoning 
widioat  albuminoria  or  swelling.  Cited  a  case  ander  treatment 
at  present,  in  which  there  is  areemic  poison  without  albnminuria 
or  swelling,  yet  the  nrine  is  scanty,  with  some  indication  of  con- 
vulsions, limited  to  the  pectoral  mnscles.  Full  doses  of  bromide 
of  potassium  relieved  the  nrromic  symptoms,  with  a  tendency  to 
diuresis.  He  is  of  the  opinion  that  in  this  case  there  is  some 
connection  between  the  convnlsion,  scarcity  of  urine  and  some 
cerebral  trouble,  the  latter  symptom  being  more  or  less  marked, 
and  which  was  caused  by  the  ureemic  poison  in  the  blood.  He 
mentioned  another  case  In  which  there  was  cedema  of  lower 
limbs,  with  no  albuminoria,  and  without  convulsions.  He  does 
Dot  remember  to  have  seen  uriemic  poisoning  from  albuminuria 
in  advance  of  pregnancy.  Does  not  regard  the  abscence  of  al- 
bumen as  contraindicating  ureemic  poisoning. 

Dr.  Todd  inquired  of  Dr.  Taliaferro  if  there  was  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  the  stomach,  in  the  case  reported  by  him,  to  get 
rid  of  the  ortemic  poison,  or  could  there  be  any  poison  without 
such  attempt. 

Dr.  Taliaferro — There  was  no  diarrhoea  or  vomiting,  and  did 
not  know  that  there  was  any  such  attempt  made.     His  experience'   ' 
lead  him  to  think  it  was  not  usual,  he  having  never  heard  of  snch 
an  occurrence. 

Dr.  John  M.  Johnson,  with  Dr.  Logan,  saw  a  case  (Mrs,  B.) 
with  convulsions.  The  lady  was  delivered  eight  days  previously  of 
a  healthy  child,  everything  passing  well.  On  the  eighth  day,  in 
the  morning,  on  account  of  some  sick  stomach,  followed  by  vom- 
iting, soon  after,  'she  had  an  action  on  her  bowels.  When  she  got 
up  from  the  chamber  she  was  seized  with  a  convulsion.  At  II 
o'clock  P.M.  fbe  was  pulseless,  breathing  with  difficulty  and  scream- 
ing with  pain.  This  continued  for  four  hours.  Shoulders  and 
back  were  cold,  and  mustard,  hot  turpentine  and  lard  were  ap- 
plied, with  hot  injections  into  the  bowels.  Eliz.  of  opium  and 
brandy  were  given  three  or  four  hours  before  any  capillary  reac- 
tion. The  exciting  cause  of  this  attack  was  supposed  to  be  the 
exposure  to  a  draught  of  air  for  a  few  minutes.  The  right  lung 
seemed  to  be  the  seat  of  trouble,  yet  nothing  was  discovered  to 
warrant  such  behef.     A  large  bliBt«r  was  applied  to  the  chest  and 
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bacb,  with  slight  return  of  warmth,  but  no  increftse  io  pulse,  with 
the  exception  of  a  spasmodic  throb  now  and  then.  Two  doses 
of  ten  grains  each  of  quinia  were  given,  with  vomiting  on  the 
second.  Tried,  then,  by  injeotion,  without  effect  In  twenty- 
four  hours  the  lady  died,  seemingly,  of  asphyxia.  Diagnosis, 
violent  conjestiou  of  thoracic  viscera. 

Dr.  Battej  inquired  if  a  post-mortem  was  had.  Did  prostra- 
tion come  on  after  action  on  bowels? 

Dr.  John  M.  Johnson. — No  post-mortem  was  had.  The  pros- 
tration seemed  to  come  on  from  the  vomiting.  She  took  in  coarse 
of  the  day  3ij  of  McMun's  elix.  On  inquiry  as  to  the  existence 
of  internal  hemorrhage,  be  replied  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  it. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  thonght  there  was  no  satisfactory  explanation 
of  the  sudden  collapse  but  homorrhage  into  the  peritoneal  cavitj. 

Dr.  Battey  formed  a  theory  upon  the  bypo-fibrinons  state  of 
the  blood  ooneeqaent  upon  the  puerperal  condition.  Remarked 
that  disordered  condition  of  the  stomach,  from  indigesUon  and 
vomiting,  was  depressing  to  the  already  enervated  vital  powers, 
and  combined  to  produce  heari-olot,  or  emboUsm,  in  the  pnlmo- 
nai7  vein,  preventing  the  return  of  blood. 

Dr.  John  M.  JohosoD  thought  at  the  time  that  it  was  attribu- 
table to  this  cause,  or  that  some  vessel  had  ruptured. 

Dr.  Battey  remarked  that  in  heart-olot  post-mortem  shows  a 
white  fibrinous  eoat  filling  up  the  lower  cavity  of  heart,  and  be- 
lieved that  this  would  have  been  demonstrated  in  this  case. 

Academy  adjourned. 

Atlanta,  Gl.,  November  9,  1875. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order.  Dr.  John  M.  Johnson,  Presi- 
dent, in  the  chair. 

Report  of  cases : 

Dr.  John  M.  Johnson  referred  to  the  case  reported  by  him  at 
the  last  meeting,  wherein  he  gave  it  as  bis  diagnosis  that  the  lady 
died  of  emboli,  as  opposed  to  that  of  Dr.  Logan's,  which  was 
rupture  of  one  of  the  valves  of  the  heart.  Upon  mature  con- 
sideration, he  has  become  satisfied  that  the  latter  is  preferable, 
and  took  the  opportunity  of  expressing  this  conviction. 

Dr.  Miller,  on  the  discussion  as  to  the  efficacy  of  bleeding  in 
puerperal  convulsions,  remarked  that  as  the  eclampsia  was  inde- 
pendent of  the  brain,  it  originated  in  an  irritation  of  the  spinal 
cord,  and  bleeding  was  beneficial  only  as  preventing  secondary 
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iDJury.  The  action  of  these  two  nervons  centres  is  eeparate  and 
distinct,  and  from  that  view  could  not  conceive  how  bleeding 
benefited  the  contlitioD ;  but  bv  retardinj^  or  lesaening  the  flow  of 
blood  to  the  brain,  which,  being  stopped  in  its  return  through 
the  jugiUar  veiuH  b;  the  spa-smodic  contraction  of  the  cervical 
muscles,  produced  congestion  of  the  brain.  TJrfemio  poieoning 
creates  perverted  action  of  the  cord,  and,  as  bleeding  is  not 
calculated  to  lessen  the  nrsemic  influence,  cannot  see  the  utility 
in  it  but  in  preventing  lesions  of  the  brain,  ending  in  effaslon. 
In  a  case  where  the  couvulsion  is  caused  bv  irritated  condition  of 
uterus,  he  thought  the  convulsions  might  be  more  readily  con- 
trolled than  where  they  were  from  uremic  poisoning.  Hla  chief 
reliance  is  chloroform,  both  as  preventive  and  cnre.  Does  not 
depend  on  opium,  because  it  lessens  the  influence  of  the  wilt 
over  the  spiue. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  contended  that  with  the  fact  of  bleedin<;  pre- 
venting congestion  and  effusion  of  the  brain,  it  also  had  a  seda- 
tive effect  upon  the  spine. 

Dr.  Miller  did  not  see  that  there  was  any  sedative  efl'ect  in 
the  remedy.  In  tetanus,  and  kindred  conditions  of  the  cord, 
the  spasmodic  action  seems  not  to  be  influenced  by  the  blood- 
letting. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  tbongbt  that  bleeding  midifiod  the  spasmodic 
or  irritated  condition  of  the  cord  in  tetanus.  As  he  believes  tme 
eclampsia  to  be  the  result  of  nrgeii(ic  poisoning,  his  mode,  after 
getting  a  powerful  sedative  infiitence  from  the  bleeding,  is  to 
administer  chloroform. 

Dr.  Miller  then  stated  that  his  purpose  in  blood  letting  was 
to  secure  the  brain  against  seoondary  injury,  such  as  effusion, 
etc.,  and  chloroform  was  his  remedy  for  the  care  of  the  eclampsia. 
,  Dr.  John  M.  Johnson  thought  that  blood  letting  was  of  the 
first  importance  in  convnistons.  Mentioned  the  case  of  a  young 
woman  afflicted  with  convulsions.  Toe  attending  physicians 
had  given  a^sufcetida  by  enema.  Ou  his  3u.g.^09tin;r  bleeding,  no 
one  agreed,  but  in  defiance  of  all  he  bled.  After  a  quart  of 
blood  was  drawn  she  commenoed  to  recover.  Thought  chloro- 
form was  a  great  remedy,  yet  he  had  followed  the  plan  of  bleed- 
ing and  puling  with  satisfactory  resiilta,  never  having  lost  a 
patient.  He  ts  led  to  the  belief  that  iirjemic  poisoning  is  attended 
with  cedema,  never  havinf:^  seen  a  case  without  it,  but  thut  al- 
bnrainurta  i^  not  so  invariable  an  atteudant. 
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Dr.  Biird  diaoassad  the  ooaaectioa  of  the  brain  with  the  oord 
in  eclampsia.  Disagrees  with  Dr.  Miller  as  to  their  entire  sepa- 
ration. Believes  bleeding  to  be  a  beneficial  depletant  to  the  ner- 
TOns  system  in  eclampsia,  bat  indiacrimioate  bleeding  is  very 
onacientifio,  the  states  of  plethora  and  anemia  determining  tbe- 
necessity  or  ntility  of  the  remedy.  Thoaj^ht  bromide  of  potaa- 
sinm,  cloroform  and  opiam  would  be  beuefioial  in  benambing  thd 
nerrooB  oentres.  He  is  satisfied  that  aneaiia  may  exist  without 
alhaminnria,  and  that  albamlonria  may  be  without  nrtemia. 

Dr.  Tdliaferro  agrees  with  Dr.  Baird  as  to  the  foolishness  of 
indiscriminate  bleeding.  His  aaccess  has  led  him  to  always 
bleed  in  eclampsia,  if  oironmstonoes  are  favorable.  Reported 
the  case  of  a  stoat  negro  woman,  who,  when  he  saw  her,  was 
having  convalsioas.  She  bad  one  ooayulsion  whUe  he  bled  her. 
After  bleeding  stopped  she  was  perfectly  coascious,  aad  had  no- 
more  fits.  In  several  other  instances  the  practice  has  been  sao- 
ceasfol. 

Dr.  Miller,  on  the  mortality  of  eclampsia,  remarked  that  it 
was  not  a  very  serioas  affjotion;  that  in  many  coses  the  patient 
would  recover  withont  anything. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  thought  that  the  profesaioa  would  not  snatain 
Dr.  Miller  in  hia  assertion. 

Dr.  John  M.  Johnson  was  of  the  opinion  that  puerperal  con- 
vnlaions  ware  not  to  be  dreaded  to  such  a  great  extent  In  hia 
practice  of  bleeding  the  pl^horic  and  building  up  the  anemic,  he 
has  never  lost  a  case. 

Dr.  Baird  inquired  of  Dr.  Johnson  if  he  had  not  found  COD- 
vulaiona  to  occur  as  often  in  anemic  as  in  plethoric  subjects. 

Dr.  John  M.  Johuaoa  replied  that  his  experience  led  him  to 
think  that  plethoric  patients  were  more  subject  to  the  attacks. 
Mentioned  the  case  of  a  women  who  was  stricken  blind  just  be- 
fore the  birth  of  a  child.  At  the  tima  of  labjr  she  had  convul- 
sions. Aa  she  was  anemic,  chloroform  was  resorted  to.  Eye- 
sight was  restored,  and  the  patient  recovered,  although  much 
emaciated. 

Academy  adjourned. 

ATL4KTA,  Nov.  16,  1875. 
Academy  met,  Dr.  John  M.  Johnson,  President,  in  the  chair. 
Report  of  cases: 
Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  exhibited  two  specimens  of  tumors 
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excised  by  himself,  and  reported  the  case  of  each.  The  first  waa 
an  encephaloid  cancer  of  testicle  in  a  boy  aged  3J  years.  Eight- 
een months  ago  the  testicle  commenced  to  enlarge;  ae  hydrocele 
was  supposed  to  be  preeent,  the  testicle  was  tapped,  with  the 
escape  of  a  turgid  fluid.  This  fluid,  as  was  afterward  proven, 
was  from  a  cyst,  one  at  each  extremity  of  the  testicle. 

Br.  Baird  asked  what  was  the  appearance  of  scrotam,  and  if 
the  cancer  was  hereditary,  and  if  it  was  not  an  nnasaal  thing  tor 
the  boy  to  be  healthy  in  the  presence  of  cancer. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  replied  that  the  skin  of  the  scrotum 
had  a  natural  appitarance;  the  disease  was  not  hereditary.  Re- 
marked that  the  affection  had  not  got  to  the  stage  of  infecting 
the  system  tborongbly.  As  to  the  retain  of  the  cancer,  his  ezpe- 
rience  is  varied.  In  some  cases  of  a  very  recent  origin  he  ha«  had 
a  return,  while  again  the  woi'st  forms  have  not  re-appeared  on 
extirpation. 

Second  specimen  was  of  a  tumor  of  superior  maxillary;  sup- 
posed non -malign ant.  This  was  a  perfect  specimen  of  a  fibro- 
cystic tumor,  resembling  somewhat  an  enchondroma.  It  was  OD 
the  left  side,  hanging  over  the  inferior  maxillary,  and  projecting 
op  under  the  floor  of  the  orbit.  The  patient  recovered  very 
speedily  from  the  operation,  and  no  bad  effects  followed. 

Dr.  John  M.  Johnson  reported  two  cases  of  diphtheria.  The 
first,  a  girl  of  11  years,  had  all  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  bat 
is  now  convalescent.  Second  case,  a  little  girl,  with  all  the  symp- 
toms of  diphtheria,  having  been  taken  sick  nine  days  ago.  In  a 
very  critical  situation.  Treated  with  nitrate  silver,  chlorate  pot- 
ash, quinine,  and  nourishmeut  by  milk  and  animal  essences. 
Glycerine  whs  need  for  moistening  the  throat. 

Dr.  \V.  F.  Westmoreland  inquired  what  were  the  first  symp- 
toms. 

Dr.  Johnson  replied,  that  rigors  and  fever,  with  influenza, 
oshered  in  the  disease. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  asked  if  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
disease  was  contagious. 

Dr.  Johnson  replied  that  be  was  not  prepared  to  accept  the 
doctrine,  though  he  generally  took  precaution  to  prevent  conta- 
gion. 

Dr.  Baird  inqnired  what  were  the  physical  signs  denoting  ex- 
tension of  the  diphtheritic  membrane  into  the  bronchi. 

Dr.  Johnson  answered  that  the  short,  whistling  sonnd,  as  the 
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air  passes  through  the  bronchi,  and  the  amothered-like  sigh,  de- 
note anch  a  condition. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  asked  if  the  membraoe  had  been 
examined  b;  microscope,  or  if  the  throat  had  been  examined 
down  to  any  extent. 

Dr.  Johnson  replied  that  no  microscopic  examination  had 
been  made.  Had  seen  the  throat,  and  called  the  attention  of  the 
Academy  to  the  importance  of  beeping  the  throat  moist. 

Drs,  Westmoreland,  Johnson  and  Baird  here  entered  into 
discussion  as  to  similarities  and  dissimilarities  of  croup  and  diph- 
theria. Dr.  Johnson  contending  that  a  patient  may  have  crotip 
and  diphtheria,  while  Dr.  Westmoreland  thought  that  croup  and  . 
diphtheria  were  distinct  affection s. 

The  discussion  was  terminated  by  Dr.  Westmoreland  giving 
as  his  opinion  that  in  diphtheria  the  membrane  contained  vege- 
table organisms,  to  which  Oertel  has  given  the  name  of  micro- 
cocci— thai  these  orgaiitsmB  are  the  means  of  its  propagation, 
and  during  the  disease  are  found  in  the  blood;  while  croup  is  a 
simple  form  of  inflammation,  in  which  a  fibrous  exudation  'occurs 
on  the  mucous  membrane.    Academy'  adjourned. 


^ur  (BulM%t5. 


Os  THB  SEQUKtS  AND  PROPHYLASia  OF  SlllPLE  ToSSILLAK  HiPEK- 

TROPHT  IN  CuiLDltEN. — By  Dr.  Jieixr/y  B'lbinxon,  Sitrgmjn  to  Han- 
hatlan  Eye  and  Ear  Hoqntal  {Department  of  the  ThrofU). — What 
are  the  tonsils? 

Histologists  tell  us  they  resemble  in  structure  other  lymphatic 
organs  of  the  body.  At  the  same  time  they  inform  ns  that  they 
are  characterized  dy  differential  features,  which  approach  them 
to  glandular  structures.  On  the  one  hand,  we  find  in  the  walls 
surrounding  the  central  cavity  of  each  one  uf  the  masses,  which 
conglomerated  form  the  entire  organ,  a  number  of  closed  foUicleR, 
similar  to  those  that  form  a  component  part  ot  Peyer's  patches 
in  the  small  intestine;  on  the  other,  we  h»vo  a  number  of  tortu- 
ous tubes,  not  unlike,  in  form  and  structure,  the  ducts  of  acinous 
glands,  and  these  tubes  open  either  directly  upon  the  mucous 
surface  of  the  tonsil,  or  else  into  the  lacuna  of  the  lobules.  Now, 
from  this  structure  proceed  two  distinct  functions:  1,  the  forma- 
tive function,  which  relates  to  the  constitution  of  the  blood; 
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%  the  glandular,  which  determines  the  secretion  of  a  clear,  viscid 
flnid.  This  fluid,  wlien  poured  into  the  buccal  cavitj,  bj  ttie 
contraction  of  the  sarrounding  muscles  in  the  effort  of  degluti- 
tion, serves  to  imbibe  and  lubricate  the  alimentary  bolus. 

The  tonsils  are  situated,  as  you  are  aware,  between  the  pillars 
of  the  fauces  on  either  side,  and  when  of  normal  size,  allhongh 
easily  seen  if  the  mouth  be  opened  and  the  throat  inspected,  are 
not  prominent  enough  to  materially  diminish  the  diameters  of 
the  isthmus,  or  interfere  with  essential  vital  functions. 

How  changed  this  statemenli  becomes  whenever  the  tonsils 
are  diseased.  First,  and  considered  as  lymphatic  organs,  their 
influence  upon  the  transform atiuu  of  the  white  blood  oorpaeclea 
is  imperfect  or  null.  Secondly,  the  secretion  from  the  glandular 
structure  is  altered.  It  rapidly  becomes  cloudy  and  fetid,  is  apt 
to  flow  less  easily  from  the  orifices  of  the  follicles,  and  in  many 
instances  these  latter  become  blocked  up  completely  with  a  white 
sebaceous  substance  of  cheesy  coaeistence,  which  is  also  soon 
rendered  putrescent.  As  a  consequouce  the  alimentary  bolus, 
though  lubrifled  in  its  passage  through  the  bucco-pharyngeal 
opening,  carries  with  it  a  quantity  of  morbid  secretion,  which 
rapidly  sets  ap  dyspeptic  trouble,  and  absorbed  into  the  circula- 
tion leads  Anally  to  unhealthy  natrition.  Owing  to  the  position 
of  the  tonsils,  we  can  at  once  perceive  how,  in  cases  of  chronic 
enlargement,  no  matter  what  may  be  their  intimate  or  structural 
characterci,  several  important  functioiis  are  morbidly  affected  in 
a  greater  or  lens  degree.  If  .the  tonsils  enlarge  towards  the  me- 
dian line,  the  f^iucial  opening  is  ofteu  gi-eatly  diminished.  At 
times,  and  when  the  hypertrophy  is  exaggerated  in  this  direction, 
deglutition  is  fatiguing  and  occasionally  painful.  If  the  enlarge- 
ment also  takes  place  in  the  upward  direction,  partial  obstruction 
of  the  postei-ior  nares  and  coupresBion  of  the  Kustachian  orifices 
are  natural  sequences,  and  hcuce  we  have  difKcnlt  respiration 
and  imperfect  hearing,  and  on  account  of  the  relative  immorbid- 
ity  of  the  soft  pitlate,  the  voice  takes  tfant  natinl  an4  muffled  into- 
nation eo  faniiliav  to  every  medical  practitioner.     *     *     * 

A  well-known  physiological  law  is  esprcssied  in  the  follnwing 
terms:  wbonevor  an  organ  of  the  body,  during  ita  period  of 
growth,  is  thrown  into  disuse,  or  cut  off  completely  from  its  nor- 
mal function  by  some  mechanical  obitacle,  deformation  and  arrest 
of  development,  followed  by  atrophy,  are  natnral  seqnelce.  Let 
ae  make  the  application  of  this  law.     Owing  to  the  passive  of  a 
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leas  quantity  nt  nir  through  the  nasal  passages,  in  the  conditioa 
under  con ei deration,  a  diminished  volume  also  enters  the  laryoz 
and  lungs. 

What  is  the  result?  The  nasal  passages  do  not  increase  in 
capacity  proportionately  with  the  growth  of  the  child,  an:d  this 
lack  of  growth  afTects  in  an  equal  degiee  the  palatine  arch;  con- 
sequently we  lind  the  olfitctive  and  gustatory  senses  restricted. 
Again,  the  lungs  do  not  I'eceive  a  sufficient  supply  of  oxygen,  a 
certain  number  of  their  terminal  vesicles  are  not  expanded  at  all 
during  ordinary  inspirations,  and  those  vesicles  that  are  filled 
are  insufficiently  so,  and  the  chemical  blood  changes  whidi  take 
place  in  the  pulmonaiy  structure  are  but  very  imperfectly  accom- 
plished. Besides,  atmospheric  pressure  in  the  interior  of  the 
lungs,  owing  to  the  rarefaction  of  the  air,  does  not  fully  counter- 
balance that  from  the  exterior,  and  Hiuking  in,  with  a  peculiar 
deformation  of  the  chest  walls,  is  produced.  This  visible  altera- 
tion in  the  chest  is  sufficiently  notable  to  be  in  the  estimation  of 
some  authors  as  pathognomonic  of  tonsillar  enlargement,  aa  a 
somewhat  analogous  appearance  is  of  rickets.  The  physical  de- 
velopment and  proper  growth  of  children  thus  affected  is  mani- 
festly seriously  impeded.  Their  nutrition  languishes  and  their 
muscular  energy  aud  activity  are  markedly  diminished. 

Further,  we  may  add,  by  compression  of  the  large  vessels  of 
the  neck  cerebral  circulation  is  at  times  incompletely  performed, 
the  brain  becomes  dull  and  apathetic,  less  inclined  to  exert  itself, 
and  suffers  concomitantly  with  the  body,  from  a  condition  which 
is  local  in  origin  aud  may  at  any  time,  with  rare  exceptions,  be 
remedied  by  a  ready  aud  safe  operatory  procedure. 

In  the  prophylactic  treatment  of  chronic  enlargement  of  the 
tonsils  in  children,  we  attach  great  importance  Co  first,  the  habit 
of  cold  bathing. 

We  all  kuow  how  readily  children  "  catch  cold,"  aud  bow  fre- 
quently this  catching  cold,  as  it  is  termed,  manifests  itself  npon 
the  mucous  membrane  lining  the  faueinl  opening.  It  is  to  fre- 
quently repeated  inilumrjatious  of  the  throat,  more  than  to  any 
other  single  cause,  that  is  due  the  disease  under  consideration. 

Tu  guard  our  little  patients  efQciently,  then,  against  the  le- 
cniTence  of  colds,  let  us  endeavor  by  bathing  in  water  of  low 
temperature  to  activate  the  functions  of  the  skin,  and  thus  to 
)esben  the  hkelihood  of  localized  mucous  congestion. 

Mothers,  nurses,  and  even  some  of  our  profesuioQal  brethren. 
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are  too  much  disposed  to  unileriHte  the  viilne,  or  be  fearful  of 
cold  ablutions,  TLcy  recognize  Low  useful  tv  preventive  agent 
against  colds  they  Imvo  ever  close  at  Imnd  whenever  adults  are 
in  question,  but  tbey  do  not  believe  tliis  to  be  true  of  childreD; 
or  if  tbey  acknowledge  that  cold  batbs  migbt  prove  useful,  they 
dread  putting  tbeir  knowledge  info  practice.  They  seem  to  con- 
sider that  a  small  child  is  not  suilioiently  strong,  that  its  vital 
forces  ai'e  not  energetic  enough  to  be  able  to  resist  such  a  heroic 
method  of  treatment.  They  tremble  for  the  safety  of  their  nurs- 
lings, or  children  of  a  more  advimced  age,  and  cannot  bo&r  to 
carrj-  out  this  rational  therapeutic  system. 

And  yet  is  it  not  manifest  in  our  ever-varying  climate,  where 
■extremes  of  temperature  so  closely  approximate,  that  in  spite  ot 
every  precanliou  being  exercised  which  is  dictated  by  maternal 
solicitude,  children  must  of  necessity  be  more  or  less  frequently 
«xpoged  to  all  the  evils  that  result  from  draughts,  or  from  cold, 
or  excessive  humidity  in  the  atmosphere?  Our  object,  then, 
should  be  to  protect  them  efficiently  from  the  adverse  effects  of 
our  trying  climate.  Now,  hot,  or  even  tepid  haJhing,  is,  we  be- 
lieve, one  of  the  main  causes  of  recurring  congestion  or  inflam- 
mation of  the  throat  And,  we  may  ask,  can  it  be  otherwise? 
Take  a  child  of  a  relntively  feeble  and  lymphatic  constitution, 
and  subject  it  to  bad  hygieuic  influences,  viz;  surround  it  with 
an  insufficient  or  vitiated  supply  of  air,  give  it  improper  food,  or 
cover  it  with  badly- adapted  clothing,  and  will  you  not  find  that 
it  gradually  becomes  more  markedly  struniona  and  sickly  ?  Warm 
bathing  is  to  be  ranked  in  the  same  cntegoiy.  It  is  enervating, 
and  takes  away  from  bodily  vigor. 

The  skin,  it  is  ti-ue,  is  actively  congested  during  the  period  of 
the  bath,  and  its  capillary  circulation  greatly  augmented,  bat 
just  so  soon  as  the  ambient  cold  air  infringes  t^raiIl  upon  the 
cutaneous  surface,  either  directly  or  through  the  habitual  wear- 
ing apparel,  the  blood  supply  is  driven  with  increased  force 
(owing  to  the  rapid  contraction  of  the  sinall  vessels  of  the  inte^- 
ament)  towards  the  internal  viscera  and  mucous  linings,  which, 
in  their  turn,  become  congeeted,  and  remain  so  more  or  less  con- 
stantly, unless  by  a  superabundance  of  clothing  the  body  is  kejit 
in  an  unnatural  state  of  heat. 

If  the  temperature  of  the  water  used  in  bathing  is  as  low  or 
lower  than  that  of  the  surrounding  atmospheric  medium,  what  a 
■different  physiological  action  takes  place. 


b,Coo*^lc 


6U  ATLASTA  MEDICAL  AND  bUMGlCAL  JOURNAL. 

A  temporsty  Bhock  follows  immersion  or  the  nee  of  the  sponge 
filled  with  water,  after  which  there  is  a  short  period  when  the 
snrfaoe  temperature  of  the  body  is  lowered,  and  then  a  natoral 
warmth  or  glow  takes  place,  the  skin  w  reddened,  its  capillary* 
circnlntioa  is  heightened,  and  not  merely  in  a  temporaiy  manner, 
but  shortly  becomes  so  permanently,  and  the  interior  organs  are 
relieved  of  an  overload  of  blood  and  greatly  activated  in  their 
several  functions.  In  the  event  of  the  natural  warmth,  which 
almost  invariably  succeeds  the  nne  of  cold  water  for  bathing  pur- 
poses (unless  it  be  continued  too  gieat  a  length  of  time  on  each 
occasion),  not  manifesting  itself,  we  ought  to  have  recoorse  to 
friction.  And  nibbing  gently  at  first,  and  soon  with  a  firmer 
pressure,  the  entire  trunk  and  limbs,  will  greatly  stimulate  the 
'  action  of  the  skin.  The  rubbing  should  always  proceed  from  the 
extremities  towards  the  heart,  or  in  the  direction  of  the  venous 
blood-flow.  The  use  of  some  fatty,  or  oleaginous  substance  of 
bland,  nnirritating  natuM,  is  an  excellent  adjunct  in  carrying 
out  the  above  treatment,  and  is  especially  of  service  where  the 
skin  is  dry,  offers  a  slightly  scaly  or  furfuraceons  aspect,  and  so 
gives  evidence  of  imperfect  nutrition,  or  lack  of  healthy  power. 
Of  course,  in  the  above  indications  of  prophylaxis,  we  would  nat- 
urally include  careful  attention  to  the  perioilical,  but  not  too 
frequent,  use  of  pure  soap.  The  selection  of  this  article  has  its 
importance,  and  we  shall  therefore  particularly  recommend 
Pears'  transparent  glycerine  soap,  uhich  is  manufactured  in  Lon- 
don, and  is  one  of  the  best  soaps  of  which  we  have  ct^nizance. 
Another  subject  to  which  we  claim  attention  is  care  of  the 
feet.  They  should  be  kept  warm  and  dry.  Cold,  moist  feet  are 
an  habitual  and  most  efficient  cause  in  producing  hypertrophy 
of  tonsils.  Nowadays  our  people  have  finally  been  awakened  to 
*  the  necessity  of  warm  and  appropriate  clothing  for  small  chil- 
dren, if  they  hold  to  their  continuance  in  good  health.  Happily, 
therefore,  naked  arras,  legs,  shoulders  and  chests  are  not  so  fre- 
quently encountered  as  formerly.     *    "*     * 

Colds  may  also  be  rendered  somewhat  less  frequent  in  young 
children,  and  attacks  of  acute  tonsillitis  may,  we  are  told,  be  oc- 
casionally aborted  by  putting  a  plug  of  cotton  wool  in  either  ear 
whenever  they  go  info  the  open  air  dui'ing  a  period  of  excessive 
cold  or  high  winds.  The  habit  is  recommended  in  a  late  num- 
ber of  the  iMndon  Praciitioner  (and  the  physiological  explanation 
given),  and  lauded  far  above  the  custom  of  surrounding  the  neck 
with  mniSers  of  any  description. 
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One  other  point  is  worth;  of  conaideratiou,  viz:  Cold  is  ta&en 
just  as  easilj  by  the  rapid  passage  from  a  very  cold,  or  damp 
atmosphere,  to  one  where  the  temperatare  is  exceeaively  dry  or 
elevated,  as  by  the  sadden  change  from  the  latter  conditions  to 
those  first  mentioned.  We  shoald  be  t^refnl  therefore  to  ooun- 
Bel  nnrses — 

Ist.  Not  to  keep  the  nnrsery  at  a  too  high  temperature,  and 
always  to  have  a  basin,  pitcher,  or  bucket  full  of  fresh,  pure 
vater,  with  the  snrface  exposed  to  the  air  contained  in  the  room. 

2d.  Not  to  allow  children  to  approach  a  fire-place  or  register 
immediately  upon  entering  or  leaving  the  house. 

3d.  Not  to  keep  extra  wraps  on  their  little  charges,  when  at 
home,  a  moment  longer  than  is  absolutely  essential. 

Practical  attention  to  the  preceding  rnles,  and  also  to  what 
we  have  written  with  respect  to  cold  bathing,  care  of  the  feet, 
et«.,  as  prophylactic  measures  of  hypertonsillar  growth,  will  be 
found,  we  are  firmly  convinced,  of  unquestionable  utility. 

Abtificiai.  DnjTATioN  OF  theCebvis  in  the  Obstisatb  VomriNa 
OF  PitEasANcr. — In  the  proceedings  of  the  Obstetrical  Society  of 
Boston  (Boalon  Medical  and  Surg.  Journal)  Dr.  Sinclair  referred 
to  cases  recently  reported  by  Dr.  Copeman.  Dr.  Copeman  was 
called  to  a  patient  six  months  advanced  in  pregnancy.  In  en- 
deavoring to  break  the  membranes,  he  failed  after  two  or  three 
efforts.  He  retired  for  an  hour  to  consult,  and  in  the  mean  time 
the  vomiting  had  ceased.  The  patient  did  well  without  further 
interference.  In  another  case,  a  pret^uaucy  of  two  months,  abor- 
tion was  proposed,  and  the  cervix  was  dilated  with  the  same 
result  In  another  patient,  eight  months  along,  a  like  effect  re- 
sulted from  tLi'  same  treatment.  Graily  Hewitt,  in  commenting 
upon  the  above  cases,  says  that  vouiiUng  due  to  version  or  flesion 
of  the  uterus  is  removed  by  dilatation.  He  says  he  has  accom- 
plished the  same  thing  by  elevating  the  womb.  Dr.  Sinclair  had 
had  a  case  in  Oharlestowu.'of  a  woman  who  bad  been  vomiting 
from  the  sixth  week  to  the  fourth  month.  She  was  put  in  the 
knee  and  elbow  position  with  good  effect. 

Dr.  Minot  reported  a  case  in  which  a  sponge  tent  stopped  the 
symptoms  completely,  much  to  the  iudignation  of  the  woman, 
who  had  hoped  to  abort.  In  another  case,  seen  with  Dr.  Clarke, 
Dr.  Minot  had  applied  tincture  of  iodine.  Dr.  Putnam,  in  con- 
sultation with  Dr.  Cioi-ke,  proposed  removing  the  cooteate  of  the 
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ntenis,  and  a  aponge  tent  was  ineerted  for  the  purpose.  The 
vomiting  stopped.  In  a  case  seen  with  Dr.  BuoIuDgbam,  the 
dilatation  had  no  effect  whatever  in  stopping  the  vomiting,  and 
the  patient  died. 

Dr.  Sinclair  said  he  imagined  there  was  no  great  danger  of 
producing  abortion  b_v  the  process  of  dilatation  spoken  of.  In 
the  cases  reported  there  is  no  mention  of  subsequent  examina- 
tion to  see  whether  the  os  closed  again. 

AciTTE  Albuminl-kia  of  PitKus.vscY. — Dr.  Richardson  reported 
the  case  of  a  primipara  twenty-four  years  old,  who  had  entered 
the  Boston  Lying-in  Hospital  three  weeks  previousiy,  and  two 
weeks  before  her  confineraont.  At  the  time  of  her  entrance  the 
orine  was  found  free  from  iilbumeu,  and  otherwise  perfectly  nor- 
mal. The  labor  began  in  the  eyening.  At  this  time  the  patient 
passed  her  water,  which  was  found  to  contain  a  slight  amount  of 
albumen.  At  four  a.m.  nest  day  she  could  not  micturate,  and 
four  or  five  ounces  of  urine  were  drawn  by  the  catheter,  and 
found  to  contain  a  large  amount  of  albumen,  together  with  epi- 
thelial casta.  At  7:30  the  urine  was  very  scanty,  only  abont  an 
ounce  and  a  half.  It  was  loaded  with  albumen  and  contained 
yery  numerous  casts.  The  patient,  who  had  previously  shown  a 
good  disposition,  now  became  ugly  and  cross.  She  was  drowsy 
and  restless,  and  complained  of  tcrnble  headache.  The  catheter 
drew  less  than  half  an  ounce  of  urine.  At  eleven  a.m.  the  forceps 
were  applied.  At  four  p.m.  six  or  seven  ouncea  of  urine  were 
passed.  This  contained  a  large  amount  of  albumen,  but  the  caats 
were  much  diminished.  The  next  morning,  twenty-four  hours 
after  delivery,  ten  ounces  of  nrine  were  obtained,  which  showed 
simply  a  trace  of  albumen.  That  afternoon  the  urine  was  wholly 
free  from  both  albumen  and  casts.  The  patient  had  not  had  a 
bad  symptom  since,  and  waa  now  making  a  good  recovery.  The 
specific  gravity  of  the  urine  varied  from  1018  to  1021.  There 
waa  very  slight  cedema  of  the  feet.  When  the  forceps  were  ap- 
plied the  head  had  passed  the  superior  atrait  aud  had  entered 
the  pelvis.  The  os  was  two-thirds  dilated,  aud  was  very  soft  and 
dilatable.  The  labor  bad  been  going  on  very  gradually  and 
slowly  till  about  seven  or  eight  a.m.,  and  from  that  time  the  pains 
seemed  to  die  away.  The  patient  was  etherized  for  the  opera- 
tion. The  placenta  was  adherent  at  one  spot,  over  a  surface  as 
large  as  a  silver  half-dollar,  aud  all  around  the  site  of  adhesion 
were  thin  plates  of  calcareous  degeneration. — Jbid. 
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A  Novel  Method  of  TKEAxraa  the  Vomttiso  of  Pbeonanct. — 
Dr.  Edward  Gopeman,  President  of  the  British  Medical  Associ- 
ation, in  an  article  in  the  British  Medico}  Journal  of  May  15, 1875, 
relates  the  histories  of  three  cases  in  which  romiting  had  resisted 
all  the  usnal  remedies,  and  in  which  a  new  treatment,  discovered 
by  accident,  as  it  were,  succeeded  in  checking  the  vomitiDg  al- 
most immediately.  In  the  first  case,  that  of  a  lady  eix  months 
advanced  in  pregnanoj,  the  vomiting  had  become  so  excessive  as 
to  occasion  great  fears  for  her  safety.  Dr.  Copemfin  saw  her  in 
consultation  with  two  other  practitioners,  and  advised  bringing 
on  premature  labor,  which  the  others  at  first  were  rather  unwill- 
ing to  agree  to  on  account  of  her  decreased  condition,  though 
tbe;^  finally  acquiesced  in  the  plan  advised.  Accordingly  he  at 
once  dilated  the  os  uteri  as  much  as  he  could  with  the  finger,  so 
that  he  could  feel  the  membranes  and  head  of  the  child.  An  at- 
tempt was  made  to  rnpture  the  membranes,  but  failed  owing  to 
their  flaccid  condition  and  the  slight  resistance  offered  by  the 
head  to  an  ordinary  female  telescopic  catheter,  the  only  instrn- 
ment  at  band.  After  this  failure  it  was  decided  to  wait  a  little 
while  before  resorting  to  other  means.  In  an  hour  she  was  seen 
again,  and  he  was  surprised  to  learn  that  a  longer  period  than 
before  bad  elapsed  without  si^^kness,  so  it  was  determined  to  wait 
another  hour  in  the  hope  of  giving  her  some  nourishment.  Dur- 
ing that  time  no  vomiting  occurred,  and  it  was  decided  to  resort 
to  no  further  active  measures,  but  to  wait  for  futher  develop- 
ments. No  recurrence  of  the  vomiting  took  place  during  the 
night,  and  the  case  went  on  favorably  to  full  term,  when  she  was 
delivered  of  a  healthy  child,  and  made  a  good  recovery. 

The  second  case  was  one  in  which  pregnancy  was  only  of  two 
months'  standing,  and  in  which  the  surgeon  in  attendance  had 
exhausted  the  best  acknowledged  remedies,  and  had  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  that  artificial  delivery  would  be  necessary  to  save 
her  hfe.  Dr.  C,  keeping  the  first  case  in  his  mind,  and  wonder- 
ing whether  the  dilatation  of  the  os  in  this  first  case,  by  removing 
any  nndne  tension  productive  of  sympathetic  irritation  of  the 
stomach,  had  been  the  canse  of  relieving  the  vomiting,  examined 
the  uterus,  found  some  degree  of  anteversion  and  the  os  patent 
enough  to  admit  the  tip  of  the  finger.  He  immediately  dilated 
the  OS  OS  much  as  he  could,  passing  his  finger  all  round,  and  re- 
moving all  puckering  of  the  os  and  rendering  its  edge  smooth. 
She  vomited  slightly  onlj  once  after  this  procedure,  and  he  left 
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her  with  the  nnderstaiidiiig  that,  ia  case  the  sicliDess  retnrued  he 
should  be  snmmonad  again  to  bring  on  abortion.  But  the  aaui' 
mons  never  came,  and  in  a  forenight  he  heard  that  she  begaa  to 
improve  decidedly  an  hour  or  two  after  he  left,  and  that  the  dck- 
uess  had  entirely  ceased.  Several  times  since  he  has  heard  that 
she  was  dois^  remarkably  well,  and  he  believed  that  she  expected 
to  be  confined  during  the  month  (May). 

In  the  third  case,  the  patient  was  the  mother  of  nine  chil- 
dren. Generally,  daring  early  pregnancy,  and  somelimes  for  sev- 
eral months  together,  she  bad  been  troubled  with  vomiting,  but 
in  this  pregnancy,  for  three  weeks  before  his  visit,  the  sickness 
had  been  almost  constant.  She  could  retain  nothing  on  her  stom- 
ach, and  was  in  a  very  weak  and  enfeebled  condition.  'Considerable 
albumen,  some  pus,  and  a  few  casts  were  found  in  the  orine. 
There  was  no  dropsy.  On  examining  the  os,  be  foand  it  patent, 
puckered,  and  dilatable,  so  he  proceeded  to  dilate  it  as  much  as 
possible  with  the  finger,  in  the  hope  that  the  sickness  might  be 
relieved  as  in  the  other  cases.  A  few  days  after  this  he  was  in- 
formed that  no  return  of  sickness  had  happened  since  his  visit, 
and  that  she  was  able  to  take  food  without  inconvenience,  thoogh 
she  was  still  very  weak  and  ill  Since  then  he  has  learned  that 
she  bad  been  safely  delivered  aud  was  doing  well. 

In  conclusion,  he  says  that  the  subject  seems  to  him  to  be  of 
so  mnch  importance  that  he  reports  these  cases  without  wait- 
ing for  others,  or  attempting  the  moduK  operandi  of  the  treat- 
ment, but  hopes  to  communicate  further  when  be  has  more 
throughly  thought  over  the  subject,  and  promises  to  report  any 
future  success  or  failure  that  may  come  under  his  observation. 

Dr.  Groily  Hewitt,  in  the  same  journal  for  May  29, 1876,  gives 
what  he  considers  to  be  the  true  solution  of  the  modus  opi^randi 
of  treatment  in  Dr.  Cupeman's  cases.  He  says  that  in  1871  he 
read  a  paper  (see  Transactions  of  the  Obstetrical  Society,  vol. 
xiii.)  in  which  he  enunciated  the  theory,  supported  by  facts  and 
observations,  that  vomiting  in  pregnancy  was  due  to  flexion  of 
the  uterus,  the  compression  of  the  tissues  at  the  seat  of  flexion 
being  the  irritation  giving  rise  to  the  vomiting. 

He  believes  that  in  all  of  Dr.  Copeman's  cases  there  was  acute 
flexion,  and  that  the  dilatation  of  the  cervix  relieved  the  vomit- 
ing by  overcoming  the  cramped  and  confined  condition  of  the 
nterus;  and  he  believes  that  this  same  condition  is  the  cause  of 
vomiting  even  up  to  the  eighth  month,  because  in  such  cases  the 
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tissneaof  the  nteraa  at  the  point  of  flexion  are  sometimes  left  in 
the  early  months  in  a  diseased  state,  being  stiffened  and  nnduly 
resistant,  and  thns  the  irritation  is  kept  up.  He  says  that  be  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  treating  obstinate  vomiting  in  pregnancy  by 
elevating  tlie  body  of  the  uterus,  and  has  found  that  the  same 
good  results  have  followed  as  in  Dr.  Copeman's  method. — BrUixft 
MedicalJourrud,  May  15  and  20,  1875. — Canada  Medical  Bixord. 

LiviNO  Labv£  in  the  Ear,  and  Methodb  for  their  Destbuction. 
By  Charles  H.  Burnett,  M.D.,  Surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Philadelphia 
Infirmary  for  Diseaneii  of  the  Ear, — In  some  instances,  usually  in 
cases  of  chroaio  anral  discbarge,  maggots  develop  in  the  auditory 
canal,  and  even  in  the  tympanic  cavity  after  the  ear  has  been 
invaded  by  the  fly. 

Knotzmann,  Heine,  and  Blake  have  published  accounts  of  the 
growth  of  maggots  in  the  ear,  and  the  latter  authority  has  de- 
scribed minutely  the  apparatus  with  which  these  creatures  main- 
tain a  bold  in  and  lacerate  the  auditory  canal  and  membrana 
tympani. 

Having  placed  the  living  larvie  in  a  glass  vessel  containing  a 
piece  of  raw  meat  and  some  warm  water.  Dr.  Blake  observed  the 
motions  and  actions  of  the  larvfe  under  the  microscope. 

He  fonnd  that  the  apparatus  by  which  the  maggot  makes  and 
retains  its  hold  is  composed  of  a  delicate  horny  frame-work, 
armed  with  two  stout  and  homy  books.  By  repeated  extendon 
and  retraction  of  these  hooks,  brought  about  by  a  kind  of  teles- 
copic motion  of  the  bony  framework,  the  animal  pierces  and  tears 
the  softest  and  warmest  tissues  it  can  lay  hold  upon,  and  hence 
it  usually  seeks  the  fundus  of  the  auditory  canal,  and  is  some- 
times found  even  in  the  tympanic  cavity. 

Larvte  of  the  Uuscida  sarcophaga  (Blake  and  Gruber)  and 
of  the  Muscida  lucilia  (Blake)  have  been  found  in  the  ear  and 
watched  through  all  stages  of  transformation.  All  accounts  of 
finding  these  larvfe  in  the  ear  have  shown  that  the  organ  attacked 
has  been  previously  diseased,  usually  with  a  chronic  purulent 
discbarge,  the  odors  of  which  attract  the  parent  fly. 

An  apparent  exception  to  this  rale  came  under  my  notice  not 
long  since,  in  the  Philadelphia  Infirmary  for  Diseases  of  the  Ear, 

A  young  and  intelligent  woman  stated  that  a  day  or  two  be- 
fore her  visit  to  the  infirmary,  while  sitting  sowing,  she  had  been 
suddenly  attacked  with  severe  pain  in  a  previously  healthy  ear. 
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She  was  obliged  to  diacontiDiie  her  work  on  account  of  the  eerer- 
it;  of  the  poin,  asd  to  apply  a  poultice  to  the  ear. 

The  next  mortiiug  she  felt  a  tickling  end  crawling  Beosation 
in  the  ear,  and  upon  removing  the  poultice,  three  maggots 
crawled  from  the  affected  ear.  From  that  time  all  paio  and  dis- 
comfort  ceased.  All  these  statements  were  fully  corroborated  by 
the  patient's  mother,  who  accompanied  her. 

Unfortunately  for  the  perfect  substantiation  of  all  these  state- 
ments of  the  pitieut,  the  miigg'ota  had  been  thrown  away,  and  I 
can  only  give  the  statement  as  it  was  given  to  me;  but  I  am  dis- 
posed to  believe  that  maggots  were  to  be  found  in  this  case,  and 
that  they  came  out  of  the  ear  on  account  of  the  softer  pabnlum 
offered  by  the  poultice. 

This,  however,  is  only  conjecture,  and  whether  maggots  ever 
voluntarily  leave  the  ear  after  having  obtained  lodgment  there, 
can  only  be  decided  by  future  observation  of  their  hnbits. 

As  I  had  considerable  desire  to  find  out  a  quick  method  of 
billing  larvse  in  the  ear  without  injuring  the  organ  attacked,  as 
well  as  to  observe  their  action,  I  made  the  following  experiments: 

A  large  fly,  found  upon  the  window-pane,  was  caught,  and, 
by  pressing,  was  forced  to  extrude  about  fifty  live  maggots,  two 
millimetres  long,  and  of  a  yellowish- white  color.  These  were 
placed  in  a  glass  vessel,  tightly  corked,  along  with  the  dead  par- 
ent fly,  and  nothing  more.  After  twenty-four  hours  they  were 
found  tu  be  still  aUre,  thus  showing  their  great  tenacity  of  life. 
Some  of  them  bad  crawled  back  again  into  the  fly,  and  others 
crawled  into  her  as  I  watched  them. 

I  then  placed  a  little  piece  of  cold  roast-beef,  softened  in 
water,  into  the  glass  vessel,  for  the  maggots  to  live  upon,  and 
allowed  the  vessel  to  stand  upon  a  table,  at  the  ordinary  temper- 
ature of  the  room. 

Twenty-four  hours  later  I  found  the  maggots  very  active,  and 
grown  to  be  five  millimetres  long,  with  their  alimentary  canals 
fitained  by  the  brown  juices  of  the  roast  meat. 

In  order  to  try  the  effects  of  some  easily- obtained  fluids,  inoc- 
nous  to  the  ear,  upon  the  maggots,  I  placed  maggot  No.  1  in  a 
few  drops  of  refined  kerosene  oil  (Pratt's  astral).  It  crawled 
repeatedly  from  the  oil,  and  continued  to  live,  though  it  was 
constantly  thrust  back  again  into  the  test-tube  containing  the 
finid,  and  kept  submerged  in  the  kerosene.  After  a  vain  en- 
deavor for  a  half-hour  thus  to  kill  the  maggot,  it  was  killed  in 
another  way. 
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Mafrgot  No.  2  was  placed  in  a  s&tnrated  solution  of  ealicylic 
acid  (bleached,  prepared  by  Hance  Bros.  &  White,  of  this  city);, 
it  died  in  half  an  hour. 

Maggot  No.  3  I  placed  In  alcohol,  where  it  died  in  five  min- 
ntes. 

Maegot  No.  4  was  placed  in  fether  fortior  (Squibb's),  and  was- 
killed  thereby  in  two  minutee. 

Maggots  Nob.  5,  6,  and  7  were  placed  in  a  few  drops  ofchioro- 
form,  which  ina'aiUly  kil'ed  Ihfm.  A  (jw  dropa  added  to  the 
sqninning  mass  in  the  glaae  vessel  killed  them  all  instantly. 

Chloroform -vapor  forced  through  the  Eustachian  tube  haa 
been  fonnd  fatal  to  the  life  of  those  creatares  when  they  have 
penetrated  to  the  middle  ear. 

An  eighth  specimen  was  placed  in  hydrant- water,  which  seems, 
as  Dr.  Boosa  has  also  observed,  to  make  them  more  lively  at  first, 
and  they  continued  to  live  in  it  and  work  their  savage  hooks  for 
an  indc^fiaitely  long  time. 

Water  appears  not  to  have  the  slightest  power  to  arrest  their 
work  when  they  have  once  gained  a  hold  in  the  soft  tissues  of 
the  ear.  This  may  be  duo  to  the  stimnlating  effects  of  the  oxygen 
in  the  water. 

I  examined  these  mnggots,  and  fonnd  that  they  were  armed 
with  an  apparatus  for  holding  on  and  tearing  similar  to  that  de- 
scribed by  Blake. 

The  number  of  maggots  found  in  the  ear  varies  from  a  few, 
sis  in  KunCzmanu's  case,  to  the  large  number  a  single  Qy  may^ 
deposit. 

From  the  espcriments  juat  narrated,  it  seems  probable  that  a 
few  drops  of  chloroform  instilled  into  the  esterniil  auditory  canat 
would  kill  all  maggots  fonnd  there,  as  well  as  those  which  have 
borrowed  into  the  middle  ear,  without  resorting  to  the  use  of 
chloroform- vapor  through  the  Eustachian  tube.  If  chloroform 
should  ha  objected  to  in  n  case  of  la'vje  in  the  ear,  an  almost 
equally  potent  means  of  killing  the  invaders  may  be  found  in 
ether,  and,  next  to  it,  alcohol. 

After  fho  larvse  are  killed  it  is  often  necessary  to  remove  them 
from  the  auditory  canal  by  means  of  forceps,  so  firm  is  the  hold 
they  gain  upon  the  tissues  they  attack. 

I  observed,  however,  in  those  I  examined  a  great  tendency  to- 
leave  the  meat  and  migrate  about  the  glass  vessel,  invariably  in 
the  end  towards  the  month  of  the  long  glass  test-tube  in  wbicb 
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they  were  confined,  until  at  last  the  under  aarface  of  the  cork 
was  coTered  with  them.  This  wonid  Daturall;  lead  to  the  infer- 
ence that  in  Bome  cases  where  they  attack  the  ear  they  may,  for 
reasons  onknown  to  ns,  let  go  their  hold  and  escaiM  from  their 
confined  position,  perhaps  in  order  to  find  earth  in  which  to  boiy 
themselves. 

In  Enntzmann's  case  the  lame,  when  placed  in  a  glass  jar 
containing  both  earth  and  meat,  preferred  burying  themselves  in 
the  earth  to  eating  the  meat.  By  some  puch  desire  on  their  part 
may  be  explained  the  fact  that,  in  the  caee  of  the  girl  stated 
above,  the  maggote  crawled  from  the  ear  to  seek  the  poaltice. 

Why  it  is  that  in  some  cases  so  few  maggote  are  found  in  the 
ear  in  comparison  to  the  large  number  usually  deposited  by  a  Ay 
elsewhere,  when  Qomoteated,  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  fly 
is  interrupted  when  depositing  her  brood  in  or  bbont  the  ear,  or, 
as  their  estrusion  is  usually  performed  suddenly,  some  of  the 
larvEC  may  fail  short  of  the  ear  and  perish. — Med.  Timeu. 

The  "MnLTiPLB  Wedoe  Principle, "  Applied  to  the  "Contin- 
nona  Method"  of  Dilatation  of  Strictohe  of  the  Ubethba. — By 
John  S.  Coleman,  M.  D.,  Augugta,  Qa. — On  the  7th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1875,  Mr.  W.,  of  S.  Ca.,  applied  to  me  for  treatment  for  a 
stricture  of  Sfteeen  years'  duration.  He  has  frequently  suffered 
from  retention,  and  oftentimes  has  had  to  resort  to  pressure,  t.  e., 
to  lie  prune  across  a  log,  to  expt.'l  the  contents  of  his  bladder. 
Upon  examination  I  find  a  stricture  in  the  bulbous  portion  of  the 
urethra,  about  half  an  inch  in  lungtb,  dense,  and  resistiug  iu  its 
nutnre.  I  introduced  one  of  Qumrig's  small  elastic  bougies, 
"mHde  fiom  the  intestines  of  the  silk-worm,"  and  tied  it  in  posi- 
tiou. 

8th. — Some  slight  febrile  disturbance,  which  readily  yielded  to 
ft  saline  purgative  and  the  usuiil  quantity  of  quinine,  viz.,  20 
gruius  daily. 

11th. — On  removing  the  bougie,  which  had  now  been  tied  in 
for  eight  dnys,  I  was  surprised  to  tiuil  thiit  the  stricture  had  not 
yielded  in  the  slightest  degree,  ami  that  I  was  unable  to  intro- 
duce the  smallest  gum-elaatic  catheter  usod  by  Sir  Henry  Thomp- 

12th. — I  to-day  was  again  enabled  to  introduce  a  No.  2  of 
Gemrig's  scola 

15ih. — I  now  determined  to  apply  the  "Multiple  Wedge  Prin- 
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«iple"  to  the  "coatiaaoQS  method"  of  diUtEition,  antl  with  that 
Tiew  passed  No.  1  down  by  the  side  of  No.  2,  and  tied  it  there. 

18th. — I  introduced  to-daj  No.  4  of  Gemrig's  scale  by  the  side 
of  the  two  already  in  position. 

22d. — Two  of  Gemrig's  So.  1  were  now  passed  along  the 
grooves  formed  by  the  instrument  in  the  canal. 

Ab  I  now  felt  confident  that  I  coald  nse  a  good  sized  catheter, 
I  removed  the  five  bougies,  three  of  which  were  thickly  encrnsted 
with  colcareons  matter,  and  introduced  a  No.  5  bulbous  pointed. 

25th. — I  removed  the  No.  5  catheter,  and  tied  in  a  number  10 
conical  English  scale  ;  this  was  allowed  to  remain  until  the  27th, 
when  I  readily  introduced  a  No.  23  steel  bougie  of  Gemrig's  scale, 
the  latter  corresponding  to  No.  13  English  scale. 

I  am  daily  more  and  more  convinced  of  tho  superiority  of 
this  over  all  other  methods  of  treating  stricture  of  ths  urethra, 
and  hope  that  my  professional  brethren  will  give  it  a  trial. 

My  continued  experience  in  the  treatment  of  stricture  corro- 
borates the  following  language  used  by  Sir  Henrv  Thompson  in 
bis  work  on  the  urinary  organs,  p.  26,  Ilth  and  12th  lines  from 
the  top.  The  italics  are  mine  :  "  Fird  and  foremod,  dilatation — 
dUalation  aiKaijH — aHalalivii  without  exwption,  wh^.nemr  it  will  sao- 
ceed," — 3Tedical  Iti^ord. 

Nehvocs  DisoRDEna  from  Genital  Ibhitation. — Uy  W.  M.  Ohant- 
lierlain. — Pertinent  to  the  subject  discusited  by  Dr.  Jacobi,  in  hia 
remarks  upon  nervous  disorders  arising  from  genital  irritttiou, 
reported  in  your  issue  of  December  4iii,  is  the  followiu;^  case: 

There  are  two  reaHona  which  dispose  me  to  think  ii  single 
case  worthy  of  mention  and  rwor<l:  the  first  is,  that  the  subject 
is,  as  every  one  ivho  has  read  Dr.  Ja(;obi's  retuarks  must  feel,  of 
great  and  insnfScieutly  recojiuizyd  iiiiportimce  in  its  bfiiriLig 
upon  the  development  und  nervous  cnOownieut  of  children;  and 
the  second,  that  the  case  iilu^ilrates,  in  a  5i''mewhat  strikinf,'  "'ny, 
the  peculiar  views  in  regard  to  strictures  "of  e-ttreme  cali!*re," 
which  Dr.  Otis  has  the  credit  of  having  bron^'ht  prominently  be- 
fore the  profession.  A  gtntlemun,  35  yeurs  of  agf,  a  mercbuui, 
(ibout  a  yesr  since  began  to  tell  me  of  some  trouble  in  his  uretLtu. 
Some  uioiithe  liefore  he  had  a  clup,  which  was  fairly  cured,  and 
left  no  gleet.  By  and  by  he  began  to  suffer  from  a  thrilling  p:iin, 
which  he  described  as  radiating  from  a  point  in  the  uretiira,  half 
an  inch  behind  the  corona  glandin,  outward  to  the  left  side  of 
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the  dorsam  of  the  penie.  It  was  not  ao  acute  pain,  but  it  was 
coQstaut.  BuBiuess  muat  be  very  brisk,  or  company  very  enter- 
te^ning,  to  make  him  forget  it,  or  to  interrupt  a  seiual  erethism 
which  it  excited  and  maintained,  to  hie  great  annoyance. 

He  was  an  nomarried  man,  and  be  did  not  like  it  that  he 
could  not  see  a  woman  without  feeling  an  improper  Lmpnlee  to- 
ward her. 

But  his  great  trouble  was  at  night  The  pain  teased  him 
until  he  got  to  sleep,  and  when  cooBcioosnese  was  suspended  he 
had  erections  so  ui^ent  and  continuous  that  his  steep  was  uore- 
fieshing  and  his  waking  languid.  In  short,  this  matter  was  mak- 
ing a  change  in  his  whole  life.  He  had  been  a  keen  and  ambi- 
tious business  man,  but  now  he  did  not  get  to  hia  store  antil 
noon,  and  was  becoming  a  flabby  erotomaniac. 

Examination  showed  some  redness  about  the  meatus,  but  no 
discbarge  or  tenderness  on  preesore.  Examined  by  bougie,  he 
complained  of  sensitiveness  at  the  spot  whence  the  pain  radiated. 
By  the  endoscope  nothing  was  determined.  Successively  stee} 
sounds,  14, 16, 18  of  the  English  scale,  were  passed  into  the  blad- 
der without  trouble.  Eighteen  completely  filled  the  meatus,  and 
even  stretched  it,  though  it  passed  onward  without  difficulty. 
The  calibre  of  the  passage  was  therefore  at  all  points  somewhat 
larger  than  at  its  orifice.  This  has  been  held  k)  be  conclusive 
evidence  against  the  presence  of  stricture.  Therefore  at  that 
time  no  larger  instrument  was  tried.  Regarding  the  case  as  a 
neurosis,  or  possibly  a  neuroma  of  the  submucous  tissue,  various 
expedients  were  employed.  The  most  successful  were  pencils  of 
butter  of  cacao,  containing  as  much  iodoform  as  might  be  mixed 
with  it.  One  of  these  was  passed  down  tu  the  seut  of  irritation, 
at  night  a  full  dose  of  bromide  of  potassium  given,  and  the  geni- 
tals enveloped  in  a  cloth  wetted  with  ice-water.  He  said  that 
this  programme  mitigated  his  priapism,  but  obliged  him  to  apol- 
ogize to  everybody  for  smelling  so.  But  he  kept  it  up  for  a  good 
while,  until  the  bromide  seemed  to  produce  a  herpetic  trouble  of 
the  skin.  Theh  I  suggested  blistering  under  the  track  of  the 
urethra.  He  approved,  and  wore  several  successive  coats  of  oan- 
tharidal  collodion,  hiding  his  talent  in  a  napkin  for  some  weeks. 

But  all  these  ungracious  methods  appearing  to  be  only  of 
temporary  use,  I  determined  to  stretch  his  uretfai'a.  With  some 
force  a.  bulbous  bougie  (31  French)  was  pushed  through  the  me- 
atus and  fossa  navicularis.     It  encountered  resistance  at  the  seat 


b,Coo*^lc 


OUR  SXtHANGES.  625 

of  the  pain,  but  thence  moved  onward  to  the  bulbo-membranons 
portion  eaeil;.  In  withdrawing  it  was  arrested  at  the  same  spot, 
and  considerable  blood  followed  its  removaL  Some  days  after 
be  returned  to  tell  me  that  the  pain  and  sexual  irritation  bad 
been  much  relieved.  The  same  process  was  repeatedly  followed 
by  the  same  resalt.  About  four  days  after  each  dilatation  the 
irritation  returned,  and  continued  uutdl  the  urethra  was  agaiia 
stretched.  This  sufiQcieotly  showed  that  the  whole  train  of  symp- 
toms depended  upon  a  narrowing  of  the  urethra,  so  slight  as 
hardly  to  deserve  the  name  of  stricture.  The  case  was  typically 
an  illustration  of  the  views  of  Dr.  Otis,  who  suggested,  on  bear- 
ing  my  account  of  it,  division  of  the  band.  This  I  did  thoroughly 
after  freely  incising  the  meatus,  and  passed  bulb  d9,  of  the  Frenob 
scale,  down  to  the  membranous  portion.  At  last  accounts,  some 
six  weeks  after  the  operation,  the  man  seemed  to  be  entirely 
oured,  but  was  passing,  at  intervals  of  a  week,  bulb  No.  25,  to 
prevent  reoontraotion. 

Dr.  Jacobi  raises  the  question,  whether  many  of  these  cases 
which  have  been  called  reflex  are  not  rather  direct  genital  irrita- 
tion, tending  to  an  ascending  neuritis,  or  even  myelitis.  Such 
would  seem  to  be  the  solution  in  the  present  instaLoe. — Medical 
Becwd, 

MoBSTSoerrr  bt  iNdLnsioN. — At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Rich- 
mond Academy  of  Medicine  ( Virginia  Medical  Monthly),  Dr.  11. 
Kf.  Walker  reported  the  following  case:  Last  spring  be  was  called 
apon  by  a  young  gentleman  who  had  noticed  a  slight  maco-pnru- 
lent  stain  upon  his  shirt,  and  complained  of  an  annoying  sensi^ 
tion  at  a  point  about  an  inch  and  a  half  behind  the  anus.  On 
examination,  the  Doctor  found  two  or  three  email  depressions 
behind  the  anus,  like  small-pox  pita;  but  finding  no  other  cause 
for  the  irritation,  he  dismissed  the  case.  Becently  the  patient 
returned,  having  noticed  some  pus  which  bad  been  discharged 
from  a  fistula  at  the  seat  of  one  of  the  "pits."  The  probe  was 
passed  about  two  inches  into  the  fistula,  wbicb  was  found  to  be 
closed  at  its  upper  limit  near  the  coc(^;  there  was  no  evidence 
that  there  had  ever  been  any  communication  whatever  with 
the  rectum.  Dr.  Walker  opened  the  flstola  vrith  a  bistoury, 
guided  on  a  grooved  director,  hut  saw  nothing  along  the  course 
of  the  wound  worthy  of  mention.  The  fistulous  track  was  touched 
with  nitrate  of  silver,  and  poultices  were  ordered  to  be  applied. 

Toe.  Xm.— No  10.-40. 
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After  two  or  three  dajs,  Dr.  W.  noticed  a  black  looking  substance 
protruding  from  tbe  wound,  which,  on  being  polled  ont,  proved 
to  be  a  handle  of  light-brown,  downy  haira — about  the  size  of  an 
ordinary  "lock  of  hair" — discolored  at  one  point  by  the  nitrate 
silver.  Nothing  in  the  hiatoiy  of  the  case  gave  any  ground  for 
tbe  belief  that  these  hairs  had  entered  from  the  rectum,  while 
there  was  no  doubt  that  they  had  occupied  their  position  aa  a 
foetal  development.  Acting  as  a  foreign  body,  however,  and  the 
part  being,  perhaps,  irritated  by  sitting  down,  or  something  of 
tbe  kind,  an  abscess  bad  been  cansed,  which  sought  to  empty 
itself  at  the  point  indicated.  The  patient  had  felt  some  nneaei- 
nesB  about  tbe  locality  for  the  previous  two  years.  The  wound 
of  incision  healed  kindly. 

Beuotal  or  TiPE-WoRM  by  Balsam  of  Copaiba. — At  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  New  York  Pathological  Society,  I>r.  Salvatore 
Caro  presented  a  tape-worm,  and  recited  tbe  following  interest- 
ing history  of  its  removal  by  balsam  of  copaiba,  after  the  failure 
of  other  agents.  The  patient  was  a  man  who  bad  suffered  from 
tape-worm  for  years,  and  had  tried,  with  but  little  benefit,  koosso, 
pumpkin-seed,  kamela,  oil  of  turpentine,  and  male-fern.  He  had 
also  a  gleet  of  long  standing,  and  for  the  treatment  of  this  dis- 
ease came  under  observation. 

Pr.  Caro  was  not  aware,  at  that  time,  that  he  suffered  from 
tape-worm,  and  he  ordered,  for  the  cure  of  the  gleet,  teaepoonfnl 
doses  of  balsam  of  copaiba  every  two  hours  till  it  acted  on  tbe 
bowels,  and,  after  that,  to  diminish  the  quantity.  After  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  first  dose  the  bowels  moved  freely,  and  in  the 
stool  there  was  found  the  whole  of  the  tape-worm.  Dr.  Caro 
said  that  be  was  not  aware  of  the  remedy  being  adminiatered  to 
patients  suffering  from  tape-worm,  and  had  obtained  the  result 
by  mere  accident 

Dr.  Briddon  said  that  he  had  been  usually  successful  with  the 
ethereal  extract  of  the  oil  of  male-fern.  His  method  of  treating 
cases  was  to  give  a  black  draught  twenty-four  hours  before  ex- 
hibiting the  remedy,  and  in  the  interim  to  feed  the  patient  on 
beef-tea.  Twelve  hours  before  giving  the  male-fern  be  gave  a 
■dose  of  castor-oil.  The  preparation  of  male-fern  that  be  used 
was  tbe  ethereal  extract  prepared  by  Merck,  of  Vienna.  He  had 
administered  tbe  fluid  extract  of  male-fem,  but  bad  obtained  no 
benefit  from  it. 
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IfiTsiTE  OF  AuxL  IK  Nebvodb  Cxphal&loia. — In  the  December 
jiomber  of  the  London  Lancet,  R.  A.  Doaglae-Lithgow,  L.RjC.P., 
«tc.,  gives  hie  esperience  with  the  uitrite  amj'l  in  nerrons  head* 
Acbe.  He  gives  two  drops  by  iDhaUtion.  He  contends  that 
when  dae  care  is  taken  in  the  selection  of  oases,  he  bus  never 
iknown  it  to  fail  to  produce  entire  and  almost  immediate  relief. 
He  says:  I  place  tvro  drops  on  the  palm  of  the  patient's  hand* 
«Qd  quickly  diffasing  these  with  my  finger  over  the  palmer  snr- 
faoe,  I  tell  her  to  cover  her  month  and  nose  with  ber  hand,  and 
to  inspire  deeply  and  quietly.  No  time  should  be  lost  after  the 
nitrite  is  dropped  on  the  hand,  as  it  evaporates  rapidly.  The 
patient  should  be  seated  while  inhaling,  as  the  peculiar  efTeota  of 
the  nitrite  are  produced  almoat  inatantaneouely,  and  may  occa- 
sionally alarm  a  very  nervous  or  hysterical  female.  Fortunately 
these  symptoms  last  a  very  short  time — generally  less  than  two 
or  three  minutes — and  with  their  cessation  the  pain  almost 
invariably  ceases.  Two  drops  may  be  given  as  a  draught  in 
water,  instead  of  by  inhalation,  but  I  have  found  the  latter  mode 
much  more  satisfactory.     *     *     * 

Used  as  I  have  just  recommended,  I  don't  think  there  is  the 
slightest  risk  iu  its  administration;  but,  owing  to  the  temporary 
palpitation  of  the  heart  produced  in  most  patients,  care  should 
be  taken  in  administering  it  in  cases  of  organic  cardiac  disease, 
etc. 

Post-Pabtdh  Pill. — At  Bellevue  Hospital  the  following  has  a 
popular  hospital  reputation  as  a  substitute  for  the  regulation 
'dose  of  castor-oil  after  parturition: 
ft. — Ext.  Colocynth  Comp., 

Hydrarg.  Submoriat.,      .  .        .     aa.  3iij. 

Bit,  Nucia  Vom.,         .... 

Pulv.  Aloes, 

Pulv.  Ipecac, aa.  grs.  xx. 

M.  et.  div.  in  pil  No.  120.  One  to  four  to  be  taken  at  a  dose. 
Medical  Record. 

PRCKiTDa  Theatbd  wtth  Vineoab.— Dr.  Thackeray,  of  Dakota, 
writes  to  the  Medical  News  that  he  treats  the  pruritus  formicans 
of  pregnancy  with  cider  vinegar,  topically  applied,  and  that  he 
lias  never  failed  to  cure  with  it.  He  procured  the  prescription 
from  the  late  Professor  S.  Henry  Dickson. — PacijUs  Med  d;  Surg. 
Joiff. 
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Thb  Yalub  of  Belladonna  as  a  Propbtlactio  in  Soarlbt  Fever. 
E^wftnl  B.  StaphenB,  M-D.,  ProfeBaor  of  Materia  Medioa  in  Sjra- 
case  Univereit;,  in  &  note  to  the  Philadelphia  Medical  7Vm«H  says: 
Aboat  the  year  1860,  perhaps, — I  am  oot  qnite  oertaia  as  to 
that — stcarlet  fever  prevailed  as  an  epidemio  in  Sonthem  Ohio, 
especially  so  at  Lebanon,  where  I  then  resided — whole  familiefl 
being  swept  away.  At  that  time  I  experimented  with  belladonna 
very  fnlly,  and,  as  I  think,  completely,  carefally,  and  honestly.  I 
placed  children  of  several  families  very  fully  under  the  influence 
of  belladonna;  I  pnshed  the  remedy  until  I  secured  the  coDBtitn- 
tional  effects,  especially  the  rash.  When  I  got  the  emption  I 
stopped  the  administration  of  the  belladonna;  but  I  did  in  sev- 
eral families  at  that  time  push  the  belladonna  until  I  had  these 
well-marked  constitutional  manifeetations.  What  was  the  result? 
Simply  that  scarlatina  invaded  those  hmiliee  just  the  same;  and 
the  moet  fatal  oases  I  had  in  that  epidemic  were  children  who 
had  been  previously  saturated  to  the  degree  of  eruption  by  bella- 
donna. I  simply  note  this,  as  I  think,  very  positive  result  of  an 
experiment  as  to  the  prophylaxis  of  belladonna  in  scarlatina.  My 
belief  is  that  it  has  no  control  whatever. 

A  New  Methou  of  Trkatment  of  Fkbrilb  Articular  Bbhdka- 
•nBTt^iGmtraOtatt/ur  Chirurgie,from  Deut.  ZeilKchrififur  Pratt. 
Med. )— The  treatment  consisted  in  the  hypodermic  use  of  a  solu- 
tion of  carbolic  acid,  and  has  been  tried  for  a  period  of  two  and 
a  half  years.  One  or  two  joints  were  placed  under  treatment 
dmoltaneottsly,  by  making  one  or  two  injeotions  of  &  solution  of 
carbolic  acid,  of  a  strength  of  two  per  cent.,  at  the  most  painfnl 
points.  No  irritation  usually  resulted,  and  if  there  was  any  it 
was  of  but  slight  intensity.  The  add  seemed  to  act  almost  as  an 
auEBsthetic,  for  in  a  period  varying  in  length  from  half  an  hour 
to  several  hours  all  pain  ceased,  the  patient  fell  asleep,  the  swell- 
ing of  the  joint  diminished,  and  hut  a  slight  amount  of  stiffness 
remained.  After  the  lapse  of  a  few  days  all  symptoms  of  a  rhen- 
matio  character  vanished  from  the  joint,  and  in  but  few  of  tJie 
cases  did  any  relapse  occur.  The  action  of  the  carbolic  acid  was 
purely  local,  and  influenced  the  fever  only  so  fiir  as  it  was  due  to 
the  local  infiammation.  Quinine  was  also  nsed  in  gramme  doses; 
and  Eunz  thinks  that  by  combining  these  two  modes  of  treat- 
ment it  is  possible  to  shorten  the  oonrse  of  the  disease  to  a  con- 
aiderable  extent. — PhU.  Med.  Timet. 
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HiPODERHio  Vbs  or  Carbolio  Acid  ik  BHEDuiTisif. — Some 
prMtitionera  id  Q^rmftnj  have  for  several  jearn  used  mbcutane- 
ons  injeoUonB  of  carbolic  aoid  in  rheamatism  with  fn*eat  benefit, 
eipecially  in  the  artionlar  form.  A  solntion  in  employed  in  the 
inroportioD  of  one  to  three  parts  of  acid  to  100  of  water.  It  is 
injected  near  the  part  affected.  No  ill  coQseqneDcea  have  been 
noticed.  The  anEsstbetic  effect  is  remarkable,  continuing  five  or 
six  hoara;  and  though  it  is  not  permanent^  yet  the  cnre  of  the 
disease  is  often  greatly  faoilitated  by  this  treatment.— Paci^ 
Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 

Eczema  PaoDuosn  by  Tinotdse  of  Ahwica. — Dr.  Wbittaker  baa 
[Ohio  CUnic)  lately  enooantered  several  cases  illastrating  the 
«vij8  of  the  local  applioation  of  tinctnre  of  arnica.  One  yonng 
man  with  orchitis  applied  it,  and  came  to  Dr.  Whittaker  with  an 
cxtmsiTfl  and  profound  eczema,  which  lasted  for  three  weeks. 
Anotlier  man,  having  let  a  ten-pin  ball  fall  npoD  bis  toes,  applied 
it  to  relieve  the  pain,  and  had  a  violent  eczema,  which  was  not 
onred  for  two  weeks.  At  the  society  at  which  this  was  read,  Dr. 
LoDgwortfa  mentioned  the  fact  as  something  pecniiar  abont  this 
drag;  the  majority  of  persons  mav  nee  it  with  irapnnity,  bat  it 
^11  now  and  then  act  an  a  virnlent  poison,  producing  an  eczema 
sot  limited  to  the  seat  of  its  application,  bnt  which  becomes  ani- 
versal,  and  is  often  very  obstioate  to  treatment. — American  Med. 
Weddy. 

Tea  Oatbkteb  w  Emi^boed  Pro9t*tb. — At  a  meeting  of  the 
Tri-States  Medical  Association,  held  at  the  Delaware  Honne,  Fort 
Jervia,  New  York,  December  let,  1876,  Dr.  W.  L.  Appley,  of 
Oocheton,  New  York,  read  a  paper  on  the  treatment  of  enlarged 
prostate,  advocating  the  early  nse  of  the  catheter  as  the  best 
Temedv;  giving  his  experience,  and  the  result  of  several  cases 
treated  by  him  in  this  way.  Three  men  over  sixty  years  of  age, 
that  had  acquired  the  tolerance  of  the  catheter,  and  introdnoed 
it  themselves  fonr  or  five  times  daily,  and  conld  not  void  a  drop 
of  nrine  without  it,  depending  upon  it  entirely  to  empty  the  blad- 
der. One  had  need  it  two  years,  one  fonr  or  five,  and  one  bad 
worn  a  silver  catheter  constantly  for  ten  years,  removing  it  once 
a  week  long  enough  to  wash  it  The  man  is  hale,  mddy-foced, 
and  quite  active.  The  doctor  nrged  it  as  a  duty  npon  the  pro- 
fession, to  be  unanimons  is  inaistiBg  npon  the  early  use  of  the 
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catheter  by  the  UDwiUiDg  patient;  and  have  him  anderstand  the- 
importaDce  of  oommenciDg  the  use  of  the  inBtrument  early,  and 
have  him  learn  to  be  his  owd  surgeon,  and  ac^^uii's  the  tolerance 
of  the  instrnment  before  he  has  retention. 

The  ABSociation  voted  nnanimoaaly  to  have  the  paper  pnb- 
Uehed. — Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 

SuLFHCRic  Acid  in  the  Tbeathent  of  Boils. — By  Dr.  M.  Marsha 
Dr.  Mareh  has  used  aolphnric  acid,  vhich  he  regards  oa  almost  a 
specific  for  boils,  with  constant  snccess  for  twenty-five  years. 
"As  soon  as  the  patient  applies  for  relief,  I  pat  an  adult  on  elixir 
vitriol,  20  drops  three  times  a  day,  in  a  glass  of  sweetened  water, 
one  hoar  before  meals,  previously  smearing  the  tectb  well  with 
fresh  butter,  in  order  to  protect  them.  This  is  much  better  than 
sacking  through  a  quill,  aud  is  a  perfect  protection,  if  the  teeth 
are  subsequently  washed  with  a  solution  of  bicarb,  sod.,  a  heaped 
teaspoouful  to  a  gloss  of  water.  In  the  use  of  sulphario  acid  the 
boil  will  soon  melt  away  and  disappear,  no  more  to  reappear. 
The  acid  should  be  kept  up  in  ten-drop  doses  for  at  least  two- 
weeks  after  the  boils  have  disappeared.  To  afford  relief  from 
pain  and  soreness,  I  apply  a  piece  of  common  adhesive  plaster, 
cut  round,  sufficiently  large  to  cover  the  tumor,  clipping  the 
edges  so  that  it  will  set  smooth." — Praiiilionitr. 

FoRHUiA  FOR  THE  Combined  Asknistuatioh  of  Cod-liveb  Oil. 
"and  Phosphoeds,  — Dr.  Edward  C.  Mourn  {New  York  Med.  Record, 
September  18th)  has  employed  the  following  mixture  with  the 
happiest  results,  patients  taking  it  readily  who  could  not  bear 
the  plain  cod-liver  oil  at  all:  B.. — Tolks  of  three  eggs;  cod-liver 
oil,  8  ounces;  sherry  wine,  i  ounces;  phosphoric  acid,  simple 
syrup,  of  each  an  ounce;  bitter  almond  water,  8  ounces;  rectified 
spirit,  a  drachm.  Uub  the  eggs  np  in  a  mortar,  adding  the  oil 
spoonful  by  spoonful  Last  of  all,  add  the  phosphoric  acid — 
American  Med.  Weekly. 
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Oh    PotBOHH   tH   UeLITION    IO    UbDKUI.  JnBISPBIIDKNCE  IND   UEDICtHB.      By 

Alfred  Swoioe  TbjIot,  H.D.,  F.B.S.,  F«Uow  of  tbe  Bojul  CoUf^a  of 
Phjsiciaiis,  and  Iiectnrer  en  Uedical  Jarispnidenoe  in  Oay's  HoHpiUl. 
Third  AmericDQ.  trom  the  third  aod  thoroaghly  revised  EDglieh  edition. 
With  IIH  iUuBtralions.     PhiUdelphiA:  Henry  C.  Lea.     1875. 

This  valuable  work,  which  for  bo  many  years  has  beeo  the 
accepted  autboi-ity,  both  in  Gcglnod  and  tbe  United  States, 
on  medical  jurisprudence,  needs  no  word  of  commendation  at  our 
bands.  The  whole  work  has  been  remodeled,  and  in  rewriting 
many  of  tbe  chapters  the  author  has  availed  himmlf  of  tbe  recent 
advances  in  the  collateral  sciences  of  chemiBtry  and  pathology. 
As  a  manual  for  the  use  of  students  and  practitioners  of  law  and 
medicine,  there  is  no  better  work.  No  medical  or  law  library  is 
complete  without  it. 

TBiNaAcnoNS  of  trs  Colleob  of  Phibigunb  or  PBii<ai>(iJ>KU. 

This  little  volume  of  two  hundred  pages  contains  a  number 
of  valuable  papers.  Among  others,  we  have  read  with  pleasure 
I>r.  S.  Weir  MitchaH's  paper  on  the  use  of  tbe  nitrite  of  smyl  in 
the  various  forms  of  spasms,  and  the  use  of  the  same  remedy  by 
Dr.  Forbes  in  acute  tetanus. 

A  prominent  feature  of  the  volume  is  tbe  report  of  the  autopsy 
of  tbe  bodies  of  Chang  and  Eng  Bunker,  commonly  known  as  the 
Siamese  Twins,  by  Brs.  Fancoast  and  Allen.  The  volume  clearfy 
indicates  the  college  a  working  body. 

CiCLopBDii  OP  THE  PaicTicK  OP  Hkdicihb.  Edited  by  Dr.  H,  Von  Ziemasen, 
Professor  of  CliDical  Medioinoin  Hnnich,  BavariB.  VolameX.,  Di^eaus 
of  the  Female  Seitial  Organs.  By  Profeaaor  Carl  Sohroeder,  of  Eilangeo, 
Havana.  Albert  H.  Back,  U.D.,  Saw  York  Editor  American  edition. 
William  Wood  A  Co,  New  York.     1873. 

The  profesaioD  will  ever  feel  grateful  to  William  Wood  &  Co. 
for  tbe  enterprise  thej  have  displayed  in  presenting  this  great 
work.  No  publication  for  the  past  half  century,  in  the  English 
language  at  least,  will  at  all  compare  with  this  valuable  work. 
The  profession  has  so  long  felt  the  necessity  of  a  condensed,  but 
complete,  record  of  the  present  status  of  medical  science,  partic- 
ularly in  the  departments  of  etiol<^,  pathology,  and  tr^tment, 
that  we  are  not  surprised  at  the  great  popularity  of  Ziemsaen's 
Cyclopaedia,  as  it  so  perfectiy  fills  the  want  so  much  felt. 
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The  teath  volume,  whidi  has  jnat  been  received',  embraces 
the  diseases  of  the  female  sexaal  orgaDB,  and  is  Arom  the  pen  of 
Professor  Cart  Schroeder,  of  Erlaogea,  Bavaria.  The  limited 
apace  that  this  notice,  must  occapj  makes  a  review  at  this  time 
impossible.  In  a  fatnre  nnmber  ve  hope  to  be  able  to  give  soma 
of  the  more  prominent  featares  of  this  volome.  The  text  is 
beantifaily  Ulnstrated  with  wood  cuts  and  electrotypea  As  wiU 
be  seen  from  the  following  notice,  this  volume  appears  oat  of  its 
proper  place,  for  reasons  there  assigned: 

"  Man;  of  the  sabecribers  to  this  great  work  are  aware  that 
the  volnmes  of  the  German  edition  are  not  being  issued  in  regu- 
lar succession — some  of  those  treating  upon  snbjeote  of  greatest 
interest  having  the  precedence,  althon^  nambered  to  conform 
to  the  plan  of  the  entire  work.  It  has  been  concluded  to  follow 
the  same  course  with  this  translation;  and  in  compliance  with 
the  expressed  wish  of  many  subscribers,  volume  X.,  Schroeder's 
'Diseases  of  the  Female  Sexual  Organs,'  is  now  published.  Vol- 
umes IV.  and  V.  wUl  follow. 

"  WiLLUu  Woon  &,  Co.,  Publishers,  New  York." 

HoepiTU.  CoHsTBirtmoH  uic  OBaunztnoM.    The  JoIidb  Hopkina'  Hosplt&l, 
orSalliuioro.     William  Wood  A  Co.,  New  York.     Book  pp.  353. 

This  work  comes  &om  the  hands  of  the  press  neatly  bound 
and  containing  363  pages.  It  coutains  five  different  letters,  writ- 
ten bj  John  S.  Billings,  M,D.,  Norton  Folsom,  M.D.,  Joseph 
Jones,  M.D.,  Caspar  Morris,  M.D.,  and  Stephen  Smith,  M.D., 
presented  to  the  trustees  of  the  Johns  Hopkins'  Hospital,  on  the 
best  mode  of  coDStmcting,  ventilating,  and  conducting  in  each  a 
way  as  will  be  most  conducive  to  the  interest  of  the  sick.  The 
different  letters,  coming  from  gentlemen  of  such  prominence  in 
the  profession,  written  with  such  precision  and  illustrated  with 
numerous  diagrams,  make  the  work  one  of  special  iater«st  to  the 
profession  and  suffering  humanity  at  large. 


TBiitBAiTnoHB  or  Iluhoib  Statx  Ukoioai.  Soonsir,  1ST6.     Book  pp.  288. 

The  reports  on  Insanity,  Whooping  Cough,  Transfusion  of 
Blood,  Practical  Medicine,  Theory  and  Practice,  President's  Ad> 
drees.  Hernia,  Shortening  in  Fracture,  Oyntecological  Inetm* 
ments,  Obstetrics,  Phthisis,  Small  Pox,  all  contain  some  points  of 
interest. 
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Horn  ON  thi  Obstzikk;  PsooiDtisa.     B7  WilUoni  B.  Atkiaaon,  M  D  ,  Phil- 
Etdelphia.     Book  pp.  B9. 

This  little  work  comes  nentl;  bound  and  arranged  with  taste. 
The  author  claims  that  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  exhaust  the 
subject,  or  offer  a  complete  vade  mecum.  He  begins  the  work  hy 
a  description  of  false  pains,  dilatation,  administration  of  ergot, 
opiam,  etc.,  raptnre  of  membrane,  a  description  of  Instmmental 
deliverf,  etc.  The  work  closes  with  a  few  chapters  on  oonval- 
sions,  nourishment  of  child  and  mother,  etc.  Upon  the  whole, 
it  is  an  admirable  little  work  for  reference,  and  no  doabt  con- 
tains that  which  its  author  claims  for  it. 

The  L0UI8TIL12  MsDioAL  News,  a  weekly  journal  of  medicine 
and  surgery,  volume  1,  Ko.  1,  we  find  upon  our  tabla  This  new 
candidate  for  the  patronage  of  the  profession  ia  edited  by  Prof. 
Bidiard  O.  Cowling,  of  the  University  of  Louisville,  and  Dr.  Wil- 
liam H.  Oalt,  and  pabhahed  by  John  P.  Morton  &,  Ckx,  at  the 
low  price  of  $3.10  per  annum  In  advance,  postage  paid.  We 
hare  read  the  initial  number  with  interest,  and  gladly  welcome 
it  to  onr  excbange  list  The  work  of  the  publishers  is  very  hand- 
somely done,  and  we  trust  that  the  Ntnoa  will  meet  with  the  favor 
from  the  profession  which  it  certainly  deserves.  We  know  of 
BO  weekly  in  the  ouontry  which  offers  so  much,  in  so  good  style, 
at  so  low  price. 

AsKnAL  Refokt  of  Subobom  Gereral  U.  S.  A.     Pamphlet,  pp.  16. 

On  Pioiikhtabv  Depostts  is  the  Bkun,  BEsniTino  taou  Malabial 
PoisotuQia.    By  Wm.  A.  Hammond,  M.D.    Pamphlet,  pp.  16. 

Oh  the  Cause  of  Tice-Pbesideht  Wilsom's  Death.    By  William 
A.  Hammond,  M.D.     Pamphlet,  pp.  11. 


b,  Google 


<SiHoxiti\. 


We  bend  this,  the  first  Duoiber  of  tbe  ceQt«DDial  year,  to  onr 
readers  with  our  greetings  and  a  sincere  wish  that  they  may  aJI 
enjoy  a  happy  New  Year. 

With  these  greetings  we  feel  it  not  amiss  to  say  a  word  in 
reference  to  the  trials  and  responsibilities  of  the  journalist,  and 
a  few  words  of  oar  JoDrnal. 

The  labor  expanded  in  conducting  a  medical  joamal,  when 
*  to  the  ordinary  dnties  is  added  the  perplexities  of  its  financial 
and  business  detail,  is  a  task  never  properly  nnderstood,  partic- 
ularly when  to  these  duties  is  added  the  unceasing  toil  incident 
to  the  life  of  an  active  practitioner. 

The  urgent  periodical  calls  for  "  copy  "  by  the  printer,  when 
from  other  equally  pressing  demands  apon  the  editor's  time, 
"copy"  has  not  been  prepared;  to  return  to  his  ofiBoe  at  night, 
exhausted  and  worn  from  the  day's  labor,  to  find  a  half-dozen 
galleys  of  proof,  with  a  note  from  the  printer  urging  the  import- 
ance of  its  being  corrected  and  ready  for  the  press  by  early  mom ; 
or  worse  still,  to  find  when  the  number  is  issued  and  the  printer's 
bill  presented,  that  not  enough  has  been  received  from  subscrib- 
ers to  settle  the  bill,  thus  forcing  him  to  the  moat  unpleasant 
task  of  all,  that  of  sending  "dune"  to  delinquent  subscribers. 
These  are  some  of  the  trials  and  perplexities  of  the  journalist 
when  he  fills  the  position  of  editor,  publisher  end  proprietor. 
It  18  not  surprising,  then,  that  under  such  pressure  there  will 
occasionally  creep  in  a  mis-spelled  word,  or  a  sentence  not  alto- 
gether grammutic.  For  all  these  delinquencies  we  ask  the  kind 
indulgence  of  our  readers.     Now,  a  word  In  regard  to  the  Jour- 

This  number  conunences  the  twenty-first  year  of  the  existence 
of  the  Atlanta  Medical  and  Suboical  Journal,  which  has,  with 
the  exception  of  the  four  years  of  the  late  war,  been  regularly 
issued  to  subscnbers.  We  do  not  propose  here  a  review  of  the 
work  accomplished,  of  our  shortcomings,  and  the  vicissitudes 
through  which  we  have  passed;  nor  do  we  propose  to  note  the 
changes  which  have  from  time  to  time  occurred  in  the  editorial 
staff,  as  this  would  be  of  but  little  interest  to  our  readers;  hut 
propose  simply  to  say  that  to-day  the  JorBHAL  is  on  a  more  en- 
during basis  than  at  any  time  since  its  first  issue. 

Were  we  not  opposed  to  promises  from  principle,  we  would 
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deBire  to  svj  in  this  conueotiou,  that  we  commence  the  labors  of 
this  the  centennial  year  with  renewed  energy  and  with  a  determ- 
ination to  improve  on  the  past. 

Errata. — The  following  errata  occurred  in  the  article  of  Dr. 
L.  A.  Dugas,  published  in  oar  laat  number:  1th  paragraph,  14tb 
line,  ramifications  for  inanifeBtations ;  5th  paragraph,  12th  line, 
causing  for  curing;  6th  par»graph,  9tb  line,  run  for  ran;  9tb  par- 
agraph, 2d  line  from  bottom,  word  promptly  omitted  after  word 
leat;  ferunde  for  fomncle;  16th  paragraph,  4th  line,  perverts  for 
prevents. 

ON  DIT. 

Dr.  Holden,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  says,  in  the  New  York  Medicaid 
It  is  now  eight  years  since  a  physician,  who  had  been  fifty  years 
in  practice,  suggested  for  a  patient  of  mine,  suffering  &bm  iilctr- 
ative  stomatitis,  a  mixture  of  Peruvian  bark,  acacia,  and  augar, 
made  into  a  paste  with  cream;  its  success  then  led  me  to  use  it 
in  one  case  after  another,  with  the  same  result;  and  in  Bcarlatina, 
diphtheria,  and  all  aphthous  affeotions,  it  has  proved  invaluable. 
The  following  is  the  formula:  3" — Cort.  Peruv.  fluv.,  two  drams; 
Acacise  pnlv.,  one  dram ;  Sacch.  alb.,  half  dram.  M.  Sig.  Mix  one 
half  of  this  powder  in  a  tablespoonful  of  cream,  and  apply  fre- 
quently with  a  camel's  hair  brush. 

In  poat-naxal  caiarrh.  Dr.  Beverly  Robinson  recommends:  Pow- 
dered cubebs,  two  ounces;  simp  of  orange,  three  onnces;  mint 
water,  eight  ounces.  Of  this  half  a  teaspoonful  is  to  be  adminis- 
tered every  three  or  four  hours.  It  is  necessary  to  oontinne  the 
cubebs  fur  one  or  two  months,  and  by  its  use  the  sensation  of 
stnfiiness  in  the  head  and  hawking  mucus  ia  relieved. 

Dr.  John  Hughes  Bennett,  of  Edinbni^h.  holds:  Ist.  Chloral 
mitigates  the  effect  of  strychnia,  so  that  life  may  be  saved  by 
chloral  after  a  fatal  dose  of  strychnia,  bnt  strychnia  is  less  likely 
to  save  life  after  a  fatal  dose  of  chloral.  2d.  Tbe  antagonism 
between  sulphate  of  atropia  and  Calabar-bean  is  slight.  3d.  The 
effects  of  Calabar-bean  are  considerably  modified  by  chloral,  if 
tbe  latter  substance  is  given  before  the  former.  Hydro-cblorat» 
and  meconate  of  morphia  in  no  way  antagonize  Calabar-bean. 
G.  Sulphate  of  atropia  is  antagonistic  to  meconate  of  morphia 
within  a  limited  area,  bnt  the  limit  is  too  narrow  for  practical 
service.  6.  Tea,  coffee,  tbeine,  caffeine,  and  gnaranine,  are  some- 
vhat  antagoniBtio  to  meconate  of  morphia.     7.  Strychnia  and 
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<!A]abu--bean  modified  the  action  of  each  other,  but  neither  Mved 
life  afiier  a  fatal  dose  of  the  other.  8.  Brom&l  hydrate  and  atro- 
piae  are  antagoiiistic,  bat,  while  atropia  may  save  life  after  a 
fatal  dose  of  the  bromal,  the  ooaverse,  apparently,  does  not  hold 
good. 

Mr.  Peyrand,  of  Bordeaaz,  reoommenda  the  powdered  bro- 
mide of  potassium  as  a  caustic,  and  at  the  same  time  ansBsthetic 
in  nloenited  cancer. 

Dr.  H.  Nickell,  in  the  Bvffdia  Medical,  highly  oommenda  ths 
following  formula  in  chorea:  ^. — Strychnis  Sidph.,  half  grain; 
Acid,  acet.,  dilnt.  sufficient  quantity;  Ferri  pyrophos.,  one  and  a 
half  dram;  Cinnamon  water,  three  oonoes;  Extr.  belladonna,  two 
grains;  Syr.  cort  aurant.,  one  oance;  Liquor  potass,  arson.,  one 
and  a  half  fluid  dram.  M.  Sig.  Shake  well,  and  gire  a  teaspoon- 
fol  three  times  daily,  after  meala. 

J.  H.  Sails  gives,  in  American  Jotimd  Pharmacy,  as  the  nmlt 
of  chemical  aoalysia  of  Winslow's  SootUng  Symp,  a  morphu 
strength  of  a  little  over  a  quarter  grain  to  the  ounoe  of  symph 

In  the  same  journal,  Charlea  F.  Hartwig  oommands  the  aae 
of  an  ordinary  glass  female  syringe  to  expedite  the  formati<Mk  o{ 
-emulsions.  The  principle  is  that  of  the  sillabob  ohorn,  and  th« 
«ymge  is  operated  in  a  similar  manner. 

Dr.  HugbUngs  Jackson,  of  the  London  Hospital,  says,  in  the 
Lanoa,  "  I  do  not  see  how  the  diagnvsis  that  there  is  aotaal  soft- 
ening of  the  brain  is  in  any  case  to  be  possibly  arrived  at,  unteat 
the  patient  has  cerlain  local  paraiylic  symptoms,  as  hemipiegia,  or 
aome  other  symptoms  imf^ying  a  local  cerebral  lusion,  such  oh  affeo 
Hon  1^ speech;  or,  again,  anleee  there  be  signs  of  cerebral  tnmor 
(severe  headache,  urgent  vomiting,  "nd  double  optie  nearitia],  or 
evidence  of  injury  to  the  head.  For,  so  far  ex  I  know,  cerebral 
softening  is  always  local;  I  know  uothiog  of  general  or  universal 
softemng  of  the  brain." 

In  the  Medical  News,  Dr.  Thackeray,  of  Dakota,  oommends 
the  use  of  cider  vinegar  as  a  local  remedy  in  the  pruritts  fonni- 
cane  of  pregnancy. 

Dr.  Slane,  of  Goalpero,  thinks  well  of  the  oarbszotato  of  am- 
monia as  a  substitute  for  quinia  in  iutormittents.  He  states  that 
the  largest  quantity  given  was  eight  grains  in  the  day.  It  does 
not  increase  the  appetite;  it  produces  tinnitus  aoriam  and  slight 
deafness;  thb  urine  is  tinged  of  a  deep  orange  color,  which  soon 
passes  off;  the  skin  and  oonjuoctira  acquire  a  jaandioed  hoe 
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whilst  nnder  its  influence  only;  it  is  extremely  bitter  to  the  taste, 
tmd  ie  eligibly  exhibited  in  pill. 

Id  the  Bo^n  Medical,  Dr.  Hnbbell,  of  Troy,  N.  T.,  relates  a- 
oftse  of  empyema,  in  a  ohild  of  three  and  a  half  yettxa,  treated  by 
free  inoission  (one  inch  and  a  half)  and  waehiog  oat  daily  the 
dhest.  The  resnlt  was  prompt  and  striking,  and  the  recovery 
complete,  with  perfect  restoration  of  function  to  the  long. 

Mr.  Callender  reports  to  the  Clinical  Society  of  I<oadoQ  his- 
experience  with  salicylic  acid  as  a  surgical  dresBiog  of  wounds. 
He  finds  a  solution  of  more  than  two  parts  in  the  hundred  aot 
as  an  irritant  to  wounds,  and  causes  constitutional  distorbanoe. 
He  rates  its  antiseptio  power  below  that  of  carboUc  aoid,  and 
the  healing  is  leas  kindly  and  less  rapid. 

Wbo  OWks  the  PBMCBipno»  ? — The  Pharmacol  QazeUe  anawers: 
"There  is  little  doubt  that  this  advice,  like  any  other  property 
or  oomtDodity,  would  be  found  to  belong  to  the  man  who  paid 
for  it  *  *  *  If  physicians  wontd  not  have  their  patients 
know  what  medicine  they  are  taking,  they  ^onld  fornish  the 
medicine  instead  of  the  formula;  and  if  they  would  prevent  valu- 
able preeoriptiona  from  being  used  by  the  friends  of  their  pa- 
tients, the  only  sure  way  is  not  to  write  out  the  formulas  and  sell 
them."  That  editor's  head  is  level;  and  moreover  he's  honest,  as 
an  editor  on^t  to  be.  Iiet  medical  men  take  due  notice,  and 
govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Dr.  Grailey  Hewitt  considers,  in  the  Lancet,  the  subject  of 
convalsionB,  as  connected  with  disorders  of  the  animpregnated 
uterus.  He  concludes  that  these  reflex  convulsions  attend  espec- 
ially upon  flexions  of  the  uterus,  and  are  to  be  cored  by  appro- 
priate treatment  of  the  flexions. 

Mr.  Henry  ^it^,  of  King's  College  Hospital,  gives  a  second 
series  of  oases  of  hemorrhoidB  treated  by  his  clamp  and  cautery. 
In  his  four  hundred  oases  he  has  had  four  deaths.  There  bEts 
been  no  case  of  pyfemia;  but  two  of  erysipelas,  one  of  them  nar- 
rowly escaping  fatal  issne.  Of  hemorrhage  he  remarks  that  in 
DO  instance  has  it  been  so  formidable  as  to  necessitate  plugging 
of  the  rectum;  in  eight  of  his  oases  the  bleeding  has,  however, 
required  "  very  active  measures  "  for  its  oontroL  This  he  attrib- 
utes to  want  of  proper  care  in  the  use  of  the  cautery.  In  three 
case*  be  has  had  Btrietnre  to  resnlt;  this  he  attributes  to  too  free' 
removal  of  skin.  In  one  case  anal  fistula  resulted  ht>m  the  <^>er- 
•lion. 
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In  the  HaDtingdon  Coonty  Hospital,  Mr.  Holderneas,  in  »m- 
pntatioff  an  arm  with  Esmarcb's  bandage,  met  with  accidental 
hemorrhage  of  severe  character,  in  conseqaenoe  of  the  biceps 
nnecle,  when  cnt,  retracting  from  beneath  the  elastic  and  liber- 
ating the  brachial  artery  from  presenre.  Care  shonld  be  nsed  (o 
place  the  elastic  sufficient  distance  above  the  line  of  incission  to 
avoid  sncb  accident 

Internatiokal  Meuical  Cohokesb. — The  medical  societies  of 
Philadelphia,  animated  by  a  jnst  spirit  of  patriotism,  and  an  earn- 
est desire  to  unite  with  their  fellow-citizens  in  celebrating  the 
centennial  birthday  of  American  independence,  have  taken  the 
initiatory  steps  for  the  formation  of  an  International  Medical 
Congress,  by  the  appointment  of  deleKStes  from  their  respective 
bodies,  who  were  empowered  to  organize  and  perfect  a  scheme 
for  the  above  purpose.  In  accordance  with  the  anthnrity  tiiaa 
given,  the  delegation  has  organized  the  Centennial  Medical  Com- 
mission, with  the  following  officers: 

President.  Samuel  D.  Gross,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  D.C.L.  Oxon. 

Vice-Presidents,  W.  S.  W.  Ruschenberget,  M.D.,  U.  S.  N.; 
Alfred  Stille,  M.D. 

Recording  Secretary,  William  B.  Atkinson,  M.D. 

American  Corresponding  Secretaries,  Dan'l  Q.  Brinton,  M.I>.; 
William  Goodell,  M.D. 

Foreign  Corresponding  Secretaries,  Richard  J.  Donglison, 
M.D.;R  M.  Bertolet,  M.D. 

Treasurer,  Caspar  Wister,  M.D. 

ArranRementfi  have  been  made  for  the  holding  of  the  Congress 
in  tlie  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  begin  on  the  4th  and  to  terminate 
on  the  9tb  of  September,  187G.  The  Commission  propose  the 
following  general  plan  for  the  organization  and  bnsineaa  of  the 
Congress: 

I.  The  Congress  shall  consist  of  delegates,  American  and  for^ 
eign;  the  former  representing  the  American  Medical  Association 
and  the  State  and  Territorial  Medical  Societies  of  the  Unien;  the 
latter  the  principal  medical  societies  of  other  countries. 

IL  The  officers  shall  consist  of  a  President,  ten  Vice-Presi- 
dents, four  Secretaries,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Committee  of  Publica- 
tion, to  be  elected  by  the  Congress  at  its  first  session,  on  the 
report  of  a  Committee  of  Nomination. 

IIL  The  morning  sessions  of  the  Congress  shall  be  devoted 
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to  general  buBineBS  and  the  reftding  of  diBconraes;  the  aftenioons 
to  the  meetings  of  the  sections,  of  which  there  shEill  be  nine,  fiz: 

1.  Medicine,  including  Fathologj,  Pathological  Anatomy  and 
Therapentics. 

2.  Biology,  indnding  Anatomy,  Histology,  Physiology  and 
Microscopy. 

3.  Surgery.  , 

4.  Dermatology  and  Syphiology. 

5.  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Obildren. 

6.  Chemistry,  Toxicology  and  Medical  Jurispradence. 

7.  Sanitary  Science,  inclnding  Hygiene  a&d  Medloal  Statis- 
tics. 

8.  Ophthalmology  and  Otology. 

9.  Mental  Diseaseif. 

IV.  The  language  of  the  Congress  shall  be  English,  but  cot 
to  the  exclnsion  of  any  other  langaage  in  which  members  may 
be  able  to  express  themselTes  more  flnently. 

Gentlemen  intending  to  make  communications  npou  scientific 
subjects  will  please  notify  the  Commission  at  the  ctkiliest  practi- 
cable date,  in  order  that  places  may  be  assigned  them  on  the 
programme. 

Id  order  to  impart  to  the  Congress  a  thoroughly  international 
character,  invitations  to  send  delegates  will  be  extended  to  all 
the  prominent  medical  societies  in  Europe,  Mexico,  the  British 
Dominions,  Central  and  South  America,  the  Sandvricb  Islands, 
the  East  and  West  Indies,.  Australia,  China  and  Japan.  Invita- 
tions will  also  be  tendered  to  medical  gentlemen  of  high  scien- 
tific position;  and  distinguished  visitors  may  be  admitted  to  mem- 
bership by  a  vote  of  the  Congress. 

Among  the  advantages  arising  from  each  a  convocation  as 
this,  not  the  least  important  will  be  the  opportunity  afforded  its 
members  for  the  interchange  of  friendly  greetings,  the  formation 
of  new  acqaointances,  and  the  renewal  and  cementing  of  old 
friend  ships. 

The  Centennial  Medical  Commission  tender  in  advance  to 
their  brethren  in  all  parts  of  the  world  a  cordial  welcome,  and  a 
generous  hospitality  during  their  sojourn  in  the  "Centennial 
City." 

The  Congress  will  be  formally  opened  at  noon,  on  Monday, 
the  fourth  day  of  September,  1876. 

The  registration  book  will  be  open  daily  from  Tbnrsdaj,  Ang. 
31,  from  12  to  3  p.h,,  in  the  hall  of  the  College  of  Physicians, 
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N.  E.  ooniHr  13tb  aod  Locost  Btreets.  Credentiala  moat  in  every 
oase  be  presented. 

Qentlemen  attendiog  the  Congreae  can  bare  their  correepon- 
denc«  directed  to  the  care  of  the  College  of  Fhysiciana  of  Phila' 
delphia,  M.  £.  comer  of  Locust  sad  Thirteenth  atreeta,  Philadel- 
phia, Peon. 

There  ia  every  reason  to  believe  that  there  will  be  ample  hotel 
accommodation  for  all  strangers  visiting  Philadelphia  in  1876. 
Farther  information  ma;  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  Corres- 
ponding Secretaries. 

All  commDni<»tionB  must  be  addressed  to  the  appropriate 
Secretaries. 

William  B.  Atkinson,  1400  Pine  street,  Philadelphia,  Record- 
ing Secretary, 

Daniel  Q.  Brinton,  2027  Arch  street;  William  Ooodell,  20tb 
and  Hamilton  streets,  American  Corresponding  Secretaries. 

Bicbard  J.  Dunglison,  814  N.  16th  street;  R  M.  BertcOet,  US 
S.  Broad  street.  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretaries. 

KXIGUnVE  OOmUTTEKS  FOR  THB  BODTHKBB  STATES. 

Maryland.— C.  M.  Ellis,  of  Elktou;  Cbristopber  Johnston,  oi 
Baltimore;  Nathan  B.  Smith,  of  Baltimore. 

Virginia. — J.  L.  Cabell,  of  University  of  Virginia;  L.  S.  Joynes, 
of  Bidimond;  Hanter  McQuire,  of  Winchester 

North  Carolina.— V.  K  Hioes,  of  Raleigh;  W.  A.  B.  Noroom, 
of  Edeoton.  ^^ 

South  Carolina.-^'K  Oeddings,  of  Cbarieston;  B.  W.  Oibbee, 
of  Colombia;  F.  Peyre  Porcher,  of  Charleston. 

Georgia. — B.  D.  Arnold,  of  Savannah;  Robert  Battey,  of  Rome; 
L.  A.  Dagos,  of  Augusta. 

Flor\da.—¥.  D.  Lente,  of  Palatka;  R  D.  Murray,  of  Key 
West. 

Alabama. — William  0.  Baldwin,  of  Montgomery;  Claudius  H. 
Mastin,  of  Mobile. 

Mismmi^n.  — Wirt  Johnson,  of  Jackson ;  J.  M.  Taylor,  of  Cor- 
inth. 

Loitiifiana. — S.  M.  Bemis,  of  New  Orieans;  S.  Dickson  Brons, 
of  New  Orleans;  T.  G.  Richardson,  of  New  Orleana. 

I^nneanwr.— W.  K  Bowling,  of  Nashville;  Paul  F.  Eve,  of 
Nashville. 

Eetdvxky. — R  C  Hewett,  of  LooisTille;  J.  D.  Jaokson,  of  Dan- 
ville; D.  W.  Yandell,  of  Lonisville. 
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A  OASE  or  SKIH  QSAmKG,  WITH  OOMMEHTS. 

Bl  B.  II.  CBOUWELL,  H.D. 

Bead  before  the  SoaUi  OrorgUt  Htdiatt  Sodvly,  Albany,  Ga.,  Dec.  14,  167E. 

Spencer  Daniel,  (col.)  cet  about  fifty-two  years,  was  kicked 
bj  a  horse  on  the  shin,  four  years  ago,  which  reealted  in  an 
nicer.  Is  strong  and  healthy,  having  about  bim  no  marks  of 
constitntional  disease.  Received  treatment  at  various  times,  hut 
withont  being  cared.  When  he  applied  to  me  in  August,  the 
ulcer  was  all  of  eight  inches  in  its  longest  diameter,  and  about 
five  and  a  half  or  six  incheB  wide.  The  tibia  was  exposed  and 
necrosed  for  five  inches,  the  necrosed  bone  being  movable  and 
ready  to  come  away.  He  was  directed  to  retnrn  to  his  home  (in 
the  country)  and  arrange  his  affairs  so  that  he  could  be  under 
observation  and  treatment  fur  at  least  three  months;  for  I  would 
not  nudertakfl  his  treatment  for  a  less  period. 

He  accordingly  presented  himself  at  the  County  Hospital, 
and  his  leg  was  first  dressed  on  October  IStb.  The  necrosed 
bone  had  in  the  meantime  come  awayr  I  show  you  here  the 
piece;  it  is  five  inches  long  and  from  one-eighth  to  one-quarter 
of  an  inch  thick.  The  dressing  for  the  following  week  consisted 
of  an  ointment  of  balsam  of  peru  on  lint,  and  ovw  this  a  well-ap- 
plied roller  bandage  from  the  toes  to  the  knee.  I  should  have 
mentioned  that  the  ulcer  was  in  every  respect  healthy  on  admis- 
sion, and  remained  so;  its  length  at  this  time  was  about  seven 
inches  and  its  width  four  and  a  half  or  five  inches. 

October  20th. — Made  thirteen  transplantations  of  skin  into 
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the  ulcer,  which  continneB  healthy  and  in  a  most  promiaiof;  con- 
ditioQ  for  the  aaccesa  of  the  operation.  The  pieces  of  implanted 
skin  were  about  the  aize  of  canary  seed,  othera  a  little  lat^^er, 
about  the  size  of  barley  corns.  The  grafts  were  taken  from  sonnd 
skin  on  the  upper  part  of  the  same  leg,  and  were  made  by  hook- 
ing up  a  little  point  of  skin  with  a  tenacnlam,  and  snipping  it  off 
with  a  pair  of  scissors.  The  grafts  were  then  placed  upon  the 
nicer  (cat  snrface  down)  at  intervals  of  abont  an  inch  each  way, 
and  were  gently  pressed  against  the  granalating  sorface  with  the 
curve  of  the  tenaculum  until  all  air  was  expelled.  After  they 
were  all  applied,  a  piece  of  lint  smeared  with  the  Peruvian  oint- 
ment was  carefully  applied  to  the  nicer;  the  leg  was  then  band- 
aged and  the  dressing  allowed  to  remain  two  daya  before  being 
disturbed. 

October  22d. — The  bandage  being  ijemoved,  the  lint  was  welt 
soaked  in  warm  water,  and  then  carefully  peeled  of^  care  being 
taken  not  to  disturb  the  grafts;  after  which,  the  ulcer  being 
cleansed  of  the  pus  upon  it  by  allowing  a  stream  of  water  to 
trickle  over  it,  the  grafts  were  examined.  Eight  were  found  ad- 
herent, and  five  came  off  with  the  dressing.  The  dressing  and 
liandage  were  re-applied  every  two  days.  At  each  dressing  the 
progress  of  the  grafts  was  watched  with  great  interest  For  the 
first  few  days  no  perceptible  change  could  be  observed;  the  grafts 
appeared  to  be  merely  sticking  tu  the  snrface  of  the  ulcer,  like 
any  foreign  matter  would;  but  after  a  while  a  change  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  ulcer  around  the  margin  of  the  grafts  became 
apparent.  The  granulations  seemed  to  have  receded  for  an  ap- 
preciable space,  and  the  intervening  space  was  smooth  and  more 
vascular.  The  little  grafts  about  this  time  lost  their  cuticle,  ao 
that  to  the  casual  observer  the  whole  thing  looked  like  an  abor- 
tion. Very  soon,  however,  each  graft  formed  a  new  cuticle  of  lbs 
own,  which,  beginning  in  the  centre  as  a  mere  speck,  radiated  in 
all  directions,  the  graft  growing  by  proliferation  of  its  own  cells. 
November  3d — Ten  other  grafts  were  added  to  those  already 
transplanted,  four  of  which  lived  and  pursued  the  same  course 
as  the  others.  At  this  time  the  original  ones  were  about  the  size 
of  dimes;  one  had  coalesced  with  the  margin  of  the  ulcer,  and 
several  others  were  in  close  proximity. 

November  12th. — Size  of  grafts  was  from  fivo^ghths  to  seven- 
eighths  of  an  inch  in  diameter;  length  of  ulcer  six  Inches,  width 
three  and  one-half  inches.    Inserted  five  new  grafts  along  the 
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onter  rottrgiD  of  the  ulcer  and  close  to  it,  and  oue  at  its  lower 
-extremity.  These  grafts  were  from  two  to  four  times  lai^er  than 
an;  that  had  been  put  in.  They  were  taken  from  the  thigh  of 
the  opposite  side,  bj  pinching  up  pieces  of  skin  with  a  pair  of 
forceps,  and  cutting  them  off  with  a  sharp  bistoary,  making 
grafts  about  the  size  of  a  gold  dollar  or  somewhat  smaller.  They 
^were  strapped  to  the  ttlcer  by  strips  of  isinglass  plaster,  and  the 
dressing  and  bandage  applied  as  before. 

NoTember  14th. — On  removing  the  dressing  the  grafts  ap- 
peared to  be  doing  well;  strips  of  plaster  not  disturbed. 

November  16. — On  renewing  the  dressing  and  strips  to-day 
'With  less  caation  than  usual,  one  of  the  grafts  was  torn  from  its 
>bed,  and  bled  freely,  showing  that  circulation  had  been  estab- 
lished in  it,  and  that  union  had  taken  place.  The  others  were 
^idherent,  but  showed  as  yet  no  signs  of  growth.  I  find  two  of 
>the  original  grafts  bare  united  with  the  margin,  and  one  with 
two  of  those  planted  November  8. 

Instead  of  the  usual  dressing,  applied  Oowen's  "  Ulcer  Food," 
-which  consists  of  wheat  flour  oz.  4,  pulv.  acacia,  pulv.  maga- 
■cinth.,  each  oz.  ^;  chalk  grs.  2,  and  one  egg,  to  be  boiled  for  one 
.minute,  and  when  cool  to  be  applied  three  or  four  times  a  day  to 
the  nicer  with  a  soft  brush.  The  object  of  this  application  was 
to  see  if  the  nicer  could  not  be  stimulated  to  an  extraordinarily 
'rapid  heahng,  which  would  more  than  compensate  for  the  con- 
■strained  position  (leg  in  afracture-box)  that  had  to  be  kept  by 
the  patient.  The  results,  however,  did  not  warrant  its  con- 
-tinned  use.  For  the  five  days  the  paste  was  applied  the  ulcer 
.'gained  by  its  margin  and  by  the  grafts,  but  not  more,  I  thought, 
-than  it  did  by  the  nsaal  dressing;  it  was  disoontinned,  therefore, 
and  the  balsam  and  bandage  reapplied. 

It  ia  annecesaary  to  continue  the  detailed  history  of  the  case. 
The  ulcer  continued  to  contract  from  its  margin  and  by  the 
.growth  of  the  grafts  without  interruption,  until  the  result  I  show 
you  to-day  (Dec  14)  has  been  attained.  (The  grafts  were  shown 
to  have  united  in  all  directions  with  each  other  and  the  margin, 
leaving  a  serpegenoos  line  of  unhealed  tissue,  that  equalled  about 
A  square  inch  in  all,  or  perhaps  a  little  more.  The  black  points 
marking  the  original  grafts,  gradually  enlarging,  showed  well  on 
the  light  background  of  the  recently  healed  ulcer,  each  one  of 
vhich  could  be  seen  and  ooaated.) 

The  practice  of  skin  grafting  was  first  introduced  in  Paris,  by 
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VL  Beverden,  in  tbe  year  1669,  and  was  npeedily  intrsdaced  into- 
the  London  hospitals  by  Mr,  Polock  and  others,  mth  snch  ntii- 
form  and  gratifying  saccen,  that  in  a  short  time  the  operation 
became  the  established  mode  of  procedure  with  a  certain  class  of 
nlcers  in  tbe  metropolitan  hospitals.  Id  this  country  the  prac- 
tice has  enjoyed  the  same  popularity  with  sargeons  of  hospitala 
as  in  Europe;  but  from  the  sources  of  information  at  my  com- 
mand, I  cannot  say  that  it  has  received  that  attention  at  tbe 
bands  of  general  practitioners  thronghoat  the  country  that  I 
think  its  merits  entitle  it  to. 

Id  presenting  this  case,  therefore,  to  the  Society,  I  ha^e  dwelt 
at  some  length  upon  details  that  may  prove  wearisome;  but  con- 
TiDoed,  as  I  am,  that  tbe  treatment  parsued  opens  np  a  better 
and  more  hopeful  prospect  for  the  snocesafnl  management  of 
these  disheartening  cases  than  any  heretofore  employed,  I  thought 
it  best  to  give  such  details  as  would  furnish  those  who  wish  to 
try  it  some  data  to  go  upon. 

To  the  general  practitioner,  an  old  ulcerated  leg  is  the  very 
beU  noir  of  his  profession;  bis  spirit  dies  within  bim  when  ono 
presents  itself,  and  if,  with  a  generous  donation  of  "salve"  h» 
can  be  rid  of  his  patient  and  quiet  bis  oonscience,  he  rejoioes  at 
the  thought  of  how  much  time,  annoyance,  and  ultimate  disap- 
pointment have  been  spared  him.  Indeed,  snch  cases  cannot  bfr 
otherwise  than  disappointing;  for  besides  the  fact  that  the  class- 
which  is  most  troubled  with  sore  legs,  is  the  least  able  to  remun- 
erate a  physician  for  tbe  great  amount  of  very  disagreeable  work, 
he  has  to  do  in  treating  an  ulcer,  snch  persons  are  least  able  to- 
spore  the  time  from  their  daily  avocations  to  get  weU.  With 
them  time  is  hterally  money,  and  unless  they  go  upon  tbe  county 
(a  thing  they  are  generally  loth  to  do)  that  rest  cannot  be  given 
to  tbe  ulcer,  without  which  all  plans  of  treatment,  except  the  one 
under  consideration,  must  fail. 

There  are  limits  beyond  which  an  ulcer  will  not  heal.  The 
reparative  powers  of  nature  seem  to  become  exhausted  in  the 
effort,  and  after  reaching  a  certain  point  they  cease.  Who  has 
oot  had  such  cases,  and  waited  patiently  on  such  oleers  for 
mouths,  only  at  last  to  find  that  it  had  done  all  it  was  going  to 
do,  and  would  heal  no  mote? 

Now  these  skin  grafts  are  great  economists  of  time  in  treating 
an  nicer,  as  this  case  shows  you;  and  if  that  was  all  they  accom- 
plished their  aid  would  be  invalaable.    But  the  nniform  tesd*- 
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'ifton;  of  those  who  have  prBctiaed  the  method  in,  that  their 
presence  in  the  ulcer  stimolatea  it  to  greater  activity,  and  that 
-cicatrization  proceeds  from  the  margin  much  more  rapidly  than 
before  their  introdaction.  Besides  these  good  resulte,  the  cica- 
trices of  ^hich  they  form  a  part  are  not  so  tender  or  liable  to  be 
abraded  or  broken  down.  In  extensive  bums  or  scalds,  where 
the  resnltJDg  cicatrization  would  contract  the  skin  and  produce 
those  uglj  deformities  that  are  so  familiar  to  us,  the  application 
-of  nnmecous  grafts  would  tend  to  fill  the  ulcer  up  with  skin  taken 
from  other  parts  of  the  body,  and  these  unsightly  and  painful 
deformities  would  be  prevented  or  much  modified.  Hence  there 
is  not  an  aspect  from  which  the  operation  is  viewed  that  is  not 
highly  gratifying.  The  patient  becomes  interested  in  what  is 
going  on,  and  is  encouraged  to  persevere  in  a  system  that  entails 
severe  restraint  and  self-denial  which  gives  such  palpable  results, 
.and  the  physician  is  rewarded  in  part  by  the  interest  he  takes  in 
this  novel  and  interesting  experiment,  as  well  as  in  the  thought 
that  he  is  putting  a  fellow-mau  on  his  pins  again,  and  so  enabling 
him  to  enter  again  life's  arena  less  heavily  weighted  in  the  race. 

The  size  of  the  grafts  usnally  taken  varies  from  that  of  a  ca- 
nary seed  to  that  of  a  barley  corn.  In  some  instances  larger 
ones  are  ased,  bat  the  pain  they  give  in  catting  them  oat,  and 
the  difficulty  of  thoronghly  freeing  them  of  all  cellular  sob- 
.  stance  etc.,  makes  the  above  sizes  preferable.  They  may  be  taken 
&om  any  locality,  the  arms,  the  thigh,  chest  or  back.  Those  I 
put  in  (the  first)  were  taken  from  the  leg  on  which  the  ulcer  was, 
but  from  a  pai-t  that  had  never  been  diseased.  They  may  be 
taken  also  from  another  person,  or  from  a  freshly  ampatated 
limb,  when  the  amputation  was  for  an  accident,  and  not  for  dis- 
ease; one  instance  being  mentioned  where  the  graft  (a  large 
one)  was  taken  from  a  negro,  the  recipient  beiug  white.  It  grew 
beantifully,  and  never  changed  its  character  or  its  color. 

The  plan  usaally  pursued  is  to  pinch  up  a  minute  portion  of 
skin  with  a  pair  of  forceps,  and  to  cut  it  off  with  a  sharp  bistonry, 
lancet  or  pair  of  scissors.  The  graft  is  then  placed  ou  the  gran- 
ulating surface  and  gently  pressed  on  it;  after  all  the  grafts  have 
been  placed  in  position,  they  are  kept  in  place  by  strips  of  isin- 
glass plaster,  which  are  not  to  be  removed  for  several  days  ( three 
or  four).  Great  oare  should  be  observed  in  removing  the  first 
dressings,  for  the  grafts  have  but  a  feeble  hold  for  the  first  week^ 
-and  are  easily  torn  from  their  bed. 
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The  great  pre-reqniaites  for  the  succees  of  this  operation  are- 
tbat  the  patient  ahoold  be  in  good  health  (not  robnat  aecessariljr, 
bat  free  from  acute  disease,  and  health;  in  the  performance  of 
all  his  foDGtiona),  and  that  the  alcer  ahould  be  clean  and  grann- 
lating  healthily.  Yet  it  is  proper  to  remark  that  flabby  and  ill- 
conditioned  ulcers  bare  been  known  to  take  the  grafts,  and  that 
callous  ulcers  are  those,  according  to  some  authors,  that  are  most 
benefited  by  the  operation.  Even  ulcers  on  persons  tainted  with 
syphilis  form  no  exception  to  the  benefits  to  be  derived,  bat  iO' 
such  cases  constitutional  must  accompany  local  treatment. 


UAUHITIS  AND  HAHHABT  ABS0B88ES  TB£AT£D  BY 
BANDAflIHG. 

Bl  L.  A.  UUaAS.  U.D.,  LL-D.,  Profciior  of  Surgerj  In  tb«  Uedldl  Collc^  ot  a«OTG'>- 
Bead  b^ort  (fie  Mtdlcal  Assodatton  of  Otorgta,  in  April,  1875. 

There  is  nothing  more  trying  to  a  woman  than  the  superven- 
tion of  inflammation  of  the  breasts  after  parturition,  and  I  know 
of  no  disease  more  injudiciously  managed  by  nurses.  midwiTeSr 
and  sometimes  by  physicians.  All  this  mal-practice  seems  to  me 
to  depend  upon  an  erroneous  appreciation  of  the  nature  of  the 
disease  and  of  the  effects  of  the  remedial  agents  employed. 

What  is  it  with  which  we  have  to  contend?  The  sage  dame 
will  reply,  that  the  milk  is  accumulating  faster  than  the  infant 
can  remove  it,  and  that  unless  it  be  drawn  off  it  will  coagulate 
and  form  "cakes"  ia  the  breast.  In  order  to  avoid  this  caking, 
therefore,  the  mother  is  tortured  with  the  frequent  application 
of  her  infant  to  the  nipple;  the  children  of  the  neighborhood,  the' 
puppies,  kittens,  pumps  of  various  kinds,  and  periiaps  the  mouth 
of  the  nurse  herself,  will  be  brought  into  requisition  to  accom- 
plish the  important  purpose.  But  if,  notwithstanding  all  these 
efforts,  "  caking  "  of  the  breast  takes  place,  it  must  be  "  softened" 
by  frictions  with  various  liniments  more  or  less  irritating,  by 
warm  fomentations,  hot  and  ponderous  poultices,  etc  The  re- 
salt  of  such  treatment  can  easily  be  predicted,  for  it  is  difficult 
to  imagine  a  plan  better  calculated  to  produce  suppuration  more 
or  less  extensively  in  the  affected  organ. 

What,  then,  is  the  true  nature  of  the  affection?    In  order  b>' 
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DDderstand  this  we  ehoald  bear  in  mind  th&t  the  sti-ncture  of  the 
breast  is  partly  erectile,  Eind  that  it  may  become  the  seat 
of  a  great  afflux  of  blood  ander  certain  circomstanceB.  Be- 
fore child-bearing  this  afflux  is  limited  to  the  nipple  and  its 
areola,  and  readily  subsides  after  the  occasional  excitation  hfts 
ceased.  But  when  a  woman  becomes  a  mother,  the  great  deter- 
mination  of  blood  concentrated  upon  the  uterus  for  the  susten- 
tation  o[  the  child  during  the  preceding  nine  months,  is  now 
directed  for  the  same  purpose  towards  other  organs.  The  ofF- 
spring  is  now  to  he  provideil  for  at  the  great  and  marvelous 
founts  represented  by  the  mammee;  and  this  transition  is  more 
or  less  trying,  especially  when  it  occurs  for  the  first  time,  and  in 
a  constitution  enfeebled  by  the  sedentary  habits  imposed  upon 
women  by  the  so-called  refinements  of  high  life.  The  determin- 
ation of  blood  is  then  very  great;  perhaps  greater  than  demanded 
by  the  requirements  of  the  infant;  and  this  congestion  may  ma 
into  positive  inflammation  and  suppuration  if  not  moderated.  It 
is  from  this  blood  that  the  milk  is  secreted,  and,  when  secreted, 
the  milk  remains  in  the  milk  tubes  until  it  is  drawn  off  by  the 
suction  power  of  the  infant's  mouth.  Whenever  the  child  is  ap- 
plied to  the  breast,  he  not  only  draws  what  is  in  the  milk  tubes, 
but  his  suction  provokes  ao  aSAta.  of  blood  to  the  breast  and  an 
increased  secretion  of  milk  ao  as  to  supply  his  wants.  This  flow- 
ing of  blood  into  the  breast  is  distinctly  felt  by  the  mother  when- 
ever she  nurses  the  child,  and  is  attributed  by  her  to  the  flowing 
of  milk.  Now,  milk  does  not  flow  into  the  breast;  it  is  formed 
there.  It  should  then  be  distinctly  recollected  that  the  child's 
suction  is  always  attended  with  an  increased  afflux  of  blood  to 
the  organ.  Any  irritation  or  friction  of  the  breast  will  produce 
the  same  result,  and  so  will  hot  poultices  and  fomentations. 

I  have  heard  physicians  urge  in  favor  of  multiplying  the 
means  of  drawing  off  the  milk,  that,  inasmuch  as  the  milk  is  sep- 
arated or  derived  from  the  blood,  the  more  milk  the  organ  se- 
cretes the  less  blood  it  will  contain;  or,  in  other  words,  that  the 
circulation  will  be  diminished  in  a  direct  ratio  with  the  secretion 
of  milk.  This  is  a  fundamental  error,  at  variance  with  all  we 
know  of  physiology.  The  more  active  the  secretion  of  a  gland 
the  greater  must  be  the  demand  for  blood.  One  column  of  blood 
having  yielded  such  of  its  elements  as  may  be  fitted  for  the  se- 
cretion, it  is  immediately  replaced  by  another  containing  new 
materials,  and  we  have  thus  a  succession  of  columns  more  or  less 
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rapidly  sapplied  according  to  the  demand  of  the  gland.  Increased 
secretion  most  necessarily  imply  increased  activity  in  the  circii' 
lation,  or  an  increased  afflux  of  blood.  In  pathology  we  look 
DpoQ  the  return  of  secretion  eis  one  of  the  first  indications  of  a 
Bubsidence  of  congestion  or  of  iuflammatioD,  and  not  as  the  catue 
of  its  diminution. 

From  these  premises  it  must  be  manifest  that  if  we  wish  to 
lessen  the  determination  of  blood  to  the  mamma,  or  to  prevent  it 
from  causing  inflammation,  we  should  not  only  avoid  what  may 
increase  it,  but  also  use  such  measures  ae  may  tend  to  lessen  ii 
Instead,  therefore,  of  frequent  applications  of  the  child  to  the 
breast,  he  should,  on  the  contrary,  be  sockled  as  seldom  as  pos- 
sible. loBtead  of  frictions  and  warm  applications,  we  ebonld 
make  nse  of  such  gentle  compression  as  will  force  ont  the  blood 
from  its  distended  vessels,  and  keep  the  organ  as  coM  as  possible 
by  avoiding  unnecessary  clothing.  Quinine  should  be  given  if 
there  be  any  fever.  In  this  way  we  may  expect  vety  generally 
to  succeed  in  averting  the  threatened  affection. 

I  have  for  many  years  entertained  these  views  of  the  pathol- 
ogy and  treatment  of  mammitia,  and  experience  has  only  con- 
firmed me  of  their  correctness.  I  was,  however,  for  a  long  time 
perplexed  by  the  difBculty  of  making  such  compression  as  might 
be  efi^ectaal,  of  easy  application,  and  would  offer  no  impediment  to 
nursing  the  child.  I  at  first  used  the  roller  and  other  mammary 
bandages  recommended  in  the  books,  but  found  them  all  di£BcnIt, 
cumbersome,  and  ineffectual  from  the  facility  with  which  they 
became  displaced.  I  then  tried  adhesive  plaster  spread  npon 
thin  sheep-skin,  and  subsequently  a  coating  of  collodion.  The 
adhesive  plaster  is  with  difficulty  obtained  of  good  quality,  is 
troublesome  to  take  off  and  readjust  daily,  as  it  shonld  be,  and 
is  too  warm  in  summer.  The  collodion  is  also  rarely  to  be  pro- 
cured of  good  quality,  and  is  apt  to  induce  excoriations  abont 
the  margins  of  the  coating.  I  have  consequently  long  since  aban- 
doned all  these  expedients,  and  devised  a  bandage  which  com- 
bines all  the  requisites.  It  consists  simply  of  a  bit  of  cotton  or 
linen  shirting,  about  ten  inches  wide  and  long  enough  to  sur- 
round the  thorax  and  to  be  secured  in  front  by  digttations  similar 
to  other  "  many-tailed  "  bandages.  This  is  to  be  applied  from 
the  axilla  down,  pass  around  the  chest  and  over  the  mamma,  and 
be  tied  in  front  of  the  sternum.  It  effectaally  compresses  both 
organs,  and  may  be  removed,  loosened  or  tightened,  according 
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to  the  exigenceB  of  the  cose  and  without  any  difficulty  wbateTer. 
If  oulj  one  breast  ia  affected,  the  bandage  may  be  bo  split  as  not 
to  cover  the  whole  of  the  other;  but  there  is  no  harm  done  hy 
compressing  both.  The  child  may  be  nursed  through  an  aper- 
tnre  made  in  the  bandage  for  the  nipple.  If  the  nipple  or  its 
sorroundings  be  so  implicated  as  to  require  compression  also,  the 
bandage  may  have  to  be  removed  wheuever  the  child  is  narsed, 
if  splitting  will  not  answer  the  purpose. 

As  soon  as  the  congestion  becomes  painful  or  threatening,  the 
bandage  should  be  applied  with  each  moderate  tightness  as  will 
relieve  pain,  and  continued  until  the  trouble  has  entirely  sub- 
sided. If  applied  too  tightly  it  may  saspeod  the  secretion  of 
milk  so  effectually  as  to  necessitate  the  assiduous  application  of 
the  child,  or  a  resort  to  the  pump,  in  order  to  re-establish  the 
supply  of  milk.  This  use  of  the  bandage  should  not  prevent  the 
administration  of  quinine  whenever  fever  ooours. 

When  suppuration  takes  place,  the  pus  should  be  let  out  by 
the  free  use  of  the  bistoury,  and  a  linen  tent  renewed  daily. 
There  should  also  be  an  opening  in  the  bandage  opposite  the 
incision,  for  the  escape  of  pus.  The  relief  afforded  by  the  band- 
age is  so  complete  that  the  pus  may  sometimes  increase  and 
make  its  way  to  the  surface  without  being  detected.  The  physi- 
cian should  therefore  be  on  the  lookout  fur  such  an  occurrence 
especially  in  cases  in  which  the  application  of  the  bandage  has 
been  too  long  delayed. 

Abscesses  may  occnr  beneath  the  areola,  l>etween  the  skio 
and  gland,  within  the  glandular  strnctare,  and  behind  the  gland. 
The  last  are  the  most  formidable  and  difBcult  to  control ;  yet  they 
can  always  be  mastered  by  the  bandage.  This  bandage  is  adapted 
to  every  stage  of  mammary  inflammation.  If  too  late  to  prevent 
snpparation,  it  will  lessen  the  size  of  the  nbscees,  and,  after  an 
opening  has  been  made  (or  the  escape  of  pus,  it  will  bring  to- 
gether the  walls  of  the  abscess  and  speedily  effect  a  cure.  One 
of  its  greatest  advantages  is  that  it  relieves  the  patient  of  all 
pain  as  soon  as  it  is  applied,  by  removing  the  distention  to  which 
the  unsnpported  tiasnss  are  subjected  by  the  congestion,  the  tam- 
ofaction,  or  the  acoamalation  of  pns.  It  also  effeotuiUly  prevents 
the  multiplication  of  abscesses  so  frequently  attending  the  ordi- 
nary methods  of  treatment,  and  which  prolong  the  sufferings  of 
the  woman  indefinitely. 
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ACuriated  Tincture  of  Iron  in  Fluor  Albus-Mode  of 
Application -Wool  Pessaries,  eto. 

Bt  JOHN  M.  JOB880S,  M.D..  or  ATL«m,  Ok. 

SiDce  1844, 1  have  rarely  ever  used  any  other  remedy  for  Fluor 
Albas,  both  vaginal  and  nterine,  than  the  moriated  tioctare  of 
iroD,  dilated  with  water  and  injected  into  the  ragina  with  a  female 
ayringe. 

My  manner  of  doing  it  ia  to  place  the  patient  in  bed  and  on 
her  back;  elevate  her  hips  with  a  email  pillow;  take  of  muriated 
tincture  of  iron  one  part,  water  two  parte;  fill  an  onnce  female 
eyringe,  and  pasa  the  point  of  the  ayringe  down  towards 
the  rectum,  so  aa  to  bring  the  flaid  in  contact  with  the  neck  of 
the  womb,  and  discharge  it  slowly,  withdrawing  the  inatrumeut 
by  littles,  so  aa  to  keep  the  entire  walls  of  the  vagina  in  contact 
with  the  iron  and  water  as  long  as  possible,  and  cause  the  reten- 
tion of  the  wash.  This  I  repeat  every  night  and  morning  for 
three  days  and  nights,  and  then  every  night  only,  until  the  din- 
eased  surface  alooghB  off,  which  will  require  from  eight  to  twelve 
days.  When  done,  I  heal  the  Burfaoe  with  flax-seed  tea,  which 
will  require  two  days  more;  and  the  cure,  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstancea,  will  be  complete. 

Sometimes  greater  strength  than  one-third  is  required,  and  I 
have  even  been  obliged  to  employ  the  full  strength.  When  I  fail 
to  bring  away  the  yellow  strips  of  epitheliam  in  large  quantities, 
I  increase  the  strength  until  I  do.  Sometimes  the  soreness  is 
very  great;  bo  great  that  it  confines  the  patient  to  bed  for  aeveral 
days;  but  so  much  the  better,  for  the  cure  is  only  the  more  cer- 
tain. In  such  cases  I  introduce  a  poultice  of  ground  flax-seed  or 
alippery  elm,  warm  or  cold,  as  the  case  may  require.  Tbia  I  in- 
trodaoe  through  a  speculum,  forcing  it  through  with  a  crammer, 
until  the  vagina  is  full.  It  ia  easily  washed  out  with  a  Davidson 
syringe  when  deairable  to  do  so. 

The  physiological  section  ia;  firat,  the  removal  of  the  epithe- 
liam; second,  a  powerfol  stimulating  and  constringing  efibct 
upon  the  diseased  mucous  enr&ce  and  follicles.  When  this  is 
cured  by  the  poultices  or  flax-aeed  tea,  in  cases  where  much  in- 
flammation has  been  induced,  the  disease  will  be  fonnd  to  bare 
disappeared.  Ordinarily,  no  application,  auoh  aa  poultices  or 
washes,  will  be  necessary. 
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This  remed;  will  also  be  foand  to  hare  greaf  effioaay  in  dia- 
eaeea  of  the  inner  sarfacee  of  the  neck  and  womb,  as  endometri- 
tis, diseases  of  the  inner  ob,  and  the  cervical  canal.  The  womb 
nndoabtedlj  has  a  function  that  has  scarcely  been  discussed.  I 
mean  that  of  saction — the  faculty  of  drawing  np  into  the  ioter- 
nal  cavity  whatever  stimolates  or  irritates  the  neck.  In  my  opin- 
ion the  Bpermatazoa  enter  the  womb  by  this  physiological  action, 
and  other  sabatances  enter  it  by  the  same  law.  The  womb 
and  neck  are  made  of  erectile  tissues,  and  the  canal  is  lined  with 
ciliary  epithelium;  not  certainly  to  aid  ia  the  descent  of  the  mu- 
cns  and  other  fluids  secreted  or  flowing  into  the  vagina  from 
above,  bat  to  aid  the  ascent  of  matters  neoessary  to  the  complete 
functions  of  the  organ.  If,  therefore,  the  hips  are  elevated  and 
the  dilute  tincture  of  iron  left  in  contaot  with  the  neck,  the  first 
efiect  is  to  stimnlate  and  constringe;  the  second  is  to  tolerate  the 
presence  of  the  fluid  as  though  it  was  not  in  contact,  and  then 
the  process  of  sacking  ap  begins.  ^ 

Sometimes  there  is  a  relaxed  and  phagedento  condition  of  tha 
vagina  and  neck,  and  in  such  cases,  in  addition  to  flour  albus, 
there  is  prolapsus  also.  When  this  is  the  case,  I  put  the  patient 
in  the  knee-and-elbow  position,  and  bend  the  back  downward; 
open  the  month  of  the  vagina  with  a  Sims'  speculum;  let  the 
womb  go  down  (np  if  you  choose),  and  after  bringing  the  part 
fully  to  view,  then  saturate  some  well-carded  and  well-washed 
wool  rolls*  with  the  dilute  tinctore  of  iron,  and  introduce  them, 
packing  the  vagina  full,  removing  and  renewing  every  twenty- 
four  hoars,  until  the  sloughing  heretofore  described  takes  place; 
then  heal  by  the  poultices,  etc.,  recommended  above;  and  when 
this  is  done,  continue  the  wool,  taking  care  to  so  introduce  it 
with  forceps  as  to  keep  the  neck  straight,  and  when  well  and 
carefully  and  properly  filled,  seoure  it,  and  support  the  perineum 
by  a  atrip  between  the  legs,  attached  behind  and  before  to  a  belt 
around  the  waist,  secured  by  suspenders  above  to  keep  everything 
steady,  and  a  little  wool  pad  one  and  a  half  inches  thick,  two 
inches  long,  and  one  and  a  half  wide,  fastened  to  the  strip  be- 
tween the  legs  to  support  the  perineum.*  This  done  yon  will  only 
have  to  renew  your  wool  pessary  every  twenty-four  hours,  to 
secure  the  perfect  relief  of  your  patient  in  a  short  time.  All  the 
mal-conditions  of  the  womb  can  be  relieved  in  this  way,  except 
deformities  from  loss  of  substance.  Care  must  be  taken  to  keep 
the  iron  off  the  bed  and  other  clothing,  as  the  stains  cannot 
easily  be  removed.  •hmmw. 


b,Coo*^lc 


452  ATLASTA  MEDICAL  ASD  SUBOICAL  JOURNAL. 

OPIUM  POISONINCJ. 

Bi  J.  H.  JOHyeOH,  M-r.,  or  Anurri,  ««. 

After  the  rending  of  Dr.  Todd'a  essay,  at  tbe  Uat  meeting  of 
the  Academy  of  Medioine,  od  the  antidotal  properties  of  reratrnm 
Teride  in  opinm  poisoning,  the  diBGUsaiou  eaded  abmptly  and 
nnespectedly;  and  I  did  not  then  call  it  ap,  as  I  might  have 
■done,  for  the  reason  that  I  have  a  case  to  report  that  I  thought 
ODght  to  be  heard.  But  I  am  anwiliing  that  Dr.  Todd'a  paper 
shoold  go  to  the  profession  without  the  dissent  of  at  least  one 
earnest  objector  to  the  doctrine  of  antidotal  relief  from  opiam 
poisoning. 

There  is  not  in  the  Materia  Medica  a  remedy  so  complex  in 
its  oonatitution.  No  less  than  ten  different  allcaloide  had  been 
■discovered  when  I  last  examined  the  subject,  every  one  differing 
in  its  reaction  and  test;  and  the  ■investigation  of  the  subject 
'Only  begins  with  this  oentuiy.  Over  twenty  different  elemental 
bodies  have  been  found.  It  was  not  until  1817  that  Seartumer 
diecOTBred  the  alkaloid  which  has  subsequently  bean  called  nar- 
■cotine.  Three  other  of  the  alkaloids  contain  narcotiae.  They  are 
recognized,  let,  by  the  peculiar  stimulating  effects  upon  the  brain; 
2d,  by  drowsiness;  and  3d,  by  stupor  and  coma. 

All  the  other  alkaloids  and  elemental  substancee  have  their 
peculiar  therapeutic  effects,  but  none  of  them  disturb  the  fanc- 
UoDS  of  the  brain  or  cause  constipation  except  those  named 
abova  Codia  may  be  named  as  a  type  of  all  the  others.  While 
it  causes  sleep,  there  is  do  sadden  heavy  effect  produced  upon 
the  brain ;  nor  does  it  produce  oons^pation,  but  acts  like  bromide 
of  potaasinm,  camphor,  valerian,  solphnric  ether,  etc,  by  sooth- 
ing the  great  organ  of  active  life,  and  giving  sweet  sleep  without 
-dreams  or  horrible  phantasmagoria. 

In  crude  opium  all  these  qualities  are  combined;  but  it  can- 
not be  denied  that  in  many  instances  the  best  effects  are  obtained 
from  it.  It  is  agreed  that  opium  finds  its  way  into  the  blood 
from  the  stomach — tbat  it  comes  into  contact  with  the  nerve  cen- 
tres and  trunks  alike;  that  it  first  stimulates,  then  produces 
drowsiness,  then  sleep,  deep  stupor,  and  in  case  of  poisoning, 
coma;  that  the  heart  beats  until  the  brain  stimulus  is  gone,  and 
then  complete  asphyxia  ensues.  The  brain  dies  first,  but  if  the 
Jireathing  is  kept  up  by  artificial  means,  and  the  heart  oontinnes 
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to  send  arterial  blood  to  the  braiD,  reaoEicitatioa  follows,  and  the 
brain  la  alive  agoiu. 

No  traces  of  inflammation  are  found  on  examination  of  tlie 
bodies  of  those  who  die.  The  nniversal  opinion  is  that  death  is 
caased  by  snspended  respiration,  from  loss  of  the  Tolantary  funo- 
tiosB,  and  paralysis  of  the  onstriated  fibres.  Its  operation  is  by 
immediate  contact  with  the  brain,  cord,  and  nerve  trunks.  The 
brain  has  to  stm^le  through  its  contact  with  the  poison,  and 
hence  electricity,  artificial  respiration,  ecoorgiog  with  switches, 
walking,  or  the  employment  of  coDstant  manipulaiionB  of  some 
kind,  are  neoevsary  to  keep  np  the  circulation  nntil  the  battle 
can  be  fonght  ont  by  the  brain.  CofTee  has  no  antidotal  prop- 
erty, except  its  tendency  to  cause  wakefulness,  and  by  its  heat 
and  pecaliar  stimalant  properties  to  restore  the  functions  of  tbo 
stomach. 

By  the  common  testimony  of  all  obserrera,  opium,  in  reme- 
dial portions,  produces,  1st,  sleep;  2d,  relieves  pain;  Sd,  stimu- 
lates, diffuses  and  equalizes  the  circulating  mass;  4tli,  it  i» 
antispasmodic,  couta-olling  muscular  action  and  soothing  the 
brain  and  nerves;  6th,  it  allays  general  and  local  irritation,  and, 
under  proper  circumstances,  inflammation  also;  6tb,  it  suppresses 
morbid  discharges;  7th,  combined  with  nanseaots  it  is  our  best 
diaphoretic.  This  great  diversity  of  power  is  due,  undoubtedly, 
to  the  large  number  of  alkaloid  and  elementary  substances  enter- 
ing into  and  forming  the  constitution  of  the  drug,  bat,  by  a  law 
of  its  nature,  acting  hfvmoniously  as  a  whole. 

These  alkaloids  and  elementary  principles,  three-fourths  of 
which  we  know  nothing  about,  but  all  of  which  are  doubtless 
factors  in  its  poisonons  as  well  as  in  ita  curative  effects,  point 
nnerrin^y  to  tbe  tact  that  the  antidotal  theory  is  a  myth.  Men 
frequently  recover  after  taking  large  draoghts  of  laudanum  and 
great  quantities  of  opium,  and  the  last  thing  given  is  generally 
regarded  as  the  antidote. 

It  is  a  feet  very  well  known,  that  nearly  all  the  opium  on  sale 
throughout  the  world  is  more  or  less  adulterated;  many  times 
half  the  mass  is  made  up  of  cow's  dung  uid  other  impurities. 
The  opium  and  tinot  of  opium,  under  such  ouroumstances,  vrould 
be  only  half  strength.  Generally,  persons  who  attempt  suicide 
by  taking  this  drug,  have  been  accustomed  to  its  use,  and  can 
tolerate  very  large  quantities;  but  the  habit  having  been  con- 
cealed, as  LB  always  the  case,  and  no  one  being  avrare  of  it,  all 
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ftre  easily  missled.  The  doctors  are  called  in,  the  man  is  Tomited, 
if  it  is  possible  to  do  it,  withoat  regard  to  the  length  of  time  tbat 
lias  elapsed  since  the  drng  was  swallowed;  belladonna  and  vera- 
imm  veride  are  injected  repeatedly  under  the  skin,  cold  water  is 
abundantly  applied,  the  battery  is  foronght  tip  and  electricity 
does  its  share.  After  freqaeot  repetitions  of  all  this,  and  more, 
the  man,  by  a  miracle,  lives. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  man  (sDch  as  I  have  described)  bad 
been  vomited  with  a  drachm  of  alnm  dissolved  in  half  a  pint  of 
hot  water,  and  administered  ev^ry  two  minates,  in  five  minates 
everything  in  hia  stomach  will  be  thrown  ont,  and  yon  (Sin  then 
commence  the  keeping -awake  treatment,  such  as  giving  coffee  as 
ibot  as  can  be  taken,  not  only  to  keep  him  awake,  bat  also  to  re- 
'store  the  functions  of  the  stomach,  and  by  its  heat  and  other 
stimnlating  qualities  prevent  congestion  of  the  brain  and  longs, 
>by  restoring  and  maintaining  capillary  action,  and  to  the  same 
■end,  walking,  whipping  with  fine  switches,  cold  doaches  to  the 
ihead,  etc.  If  the  breathing  is  so  disturbed  as  to  require  Hall's 
method,  then  pat  him  on  his  side  and  face,  in  the  open  air,  and 
Jieep  up  respiration,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  heart's  action,  so 
Tas  to  famish  arterial  blood  to  the  brain  to  prevent  stagnation 
.and  death.  All  the  cases  that  are  curable  can  be  cared  in  this 
way.  But  do  not  use'  belladonna  or  veratram ;  we  do  not  nnder- 
;stand  either  of  these  remedies  well  enough  to  employ  them  so 
rashly;  and  besides,  the  tincture  of  veratram  is  powerfully  seda- 
itive,  and  will  do  harm  if  it  does  anythiag.  Bcdladonna  dilates 
the  pupils,  bat  the  fact  only  is  known,  while  the  mode  is  un- 
known.   It  excites  skin  action,  and  so  does  opium. 

But  it  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  this.  Medical  philosophy  lias 
taken  a  stand  of  late,  to  accept  nothing  without  good  reason 
-therefor.  Remember  and  take  courage  from  it-,  that  half  the 
opium  taken  may  be  oow's  dung,  which  some  wicked  Egyptian, 
Oreek  or  Hindoo  has  put  into  his  little  batch  to  increase  his 
profits,  but  which  Providence  sanctifies  to  tiie  advantage  of  the 
joor  would-be  suicide. 
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B.  W.  WESmOBELAND,  H.D.,  Bbtobtib. 

Atlanta,  November  30, 1875. 

I>r.  Mcintosh  read  the  report  of  a  case  furnished  by  Dr.  Bailey 
of  GaineBTille,  in  which,  after  delivery  of  a  child,  it  waa  ascer- 
tained that  the  cord  had  assumed  the  peoaliar  form  that  when 
put  upon  the  stretch  a  firm  knot  would  be  mode. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson  had  witnessed  similar  cases  in  his  practice. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Westmoreland  reported  a  case  of  labor  in  which  a 
decoction  of  goBsypium  vas  given,  and  in  which  no  lochial  dis- 
charge, to  any  extent,  was  found  to  occur.  Ha  asked  whether 
this  failure  of  the  usual  discharge  was  probably  the  result  of 
uterine  contraction  caused  by  the  uterine  excitant  given,  or  a 
mere  coincidence.  The  labor,  which  had  been  slowly  progressing 
for  ten  or  twelve  hours,  rapidly  increased  immediately  after  the 
remedy  was  given,  and  was  terminated  in  less  than  an  hoar. 
That  the  contractions  were  increased  by  the  medicine,  seemed 
reasonable  to  suppose;  and  therefore,  not  being  in  the  habit  of 
using  cotton-root,  would  like  to  know  of  those  who  had  used  it 
in  labor  whether  tbey  bad  known  such  condition  to  follow. 

Dr.  John  M.  Johnson  thought  there  should  be  very  little  con- 
fidence had  in  the  parturient  effects  of  gossypium  or  ergot  He 
has  given  large  quantities  of  the  latter,  but  had  never  known 
contraction  of  the  uterus  promoted  by  it.  Id  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion by  Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland,  as  to  contraction  of  the  longi- 
tudinU  fibres,  he  denies  the  parturient  effect  of  these  remedies 
entirely. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  thinks  that  ergot,  in  some  cases,  is 
sufSciently  active  in  producing  contraction  of  the  womb  as  to 
result  in  the  death  of  the  child,  from  the  arrest  of  the  placental 
circolation  by  the  violent,  or  rather  contiunons,  action  thus  in- 
duced. 

Dr.  J.  O.  Westmoreland  had  repeatedly  witnessed  what  he 
supposed  to  be  the  exciting  inflaence  of  ei^ot  upon  the  uterus, 
in  the  increased  oontraotions  and  rapid  expulsion  of  the  fcetns. 
He  thinks  the  loogitudinal  fibres  ore  particularly  acted  on,  so 
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tbftt  the  oa  is  made  to  dilate  more  readily.  He  had  thoogbt  for 
a  long  time  that  the  lochia  is  not  uecesaaiy  to  the  well-doing  of 
a  l;ing-ia  female,  and  the  cs«e  jast  reported  gives  ertrong  proof 
of  the  correctoess  of  that  opinion.  There  was,  in  this  case,  not 
onl;  an  absence  of  discharge  immediatelj  after  delivery,  bat  for 
two  or  three  days  the  patient  waa  so  entirely  free  from  hemor- 
rhage that  the  mother  and  other  female  friends  were  so  alarmed 
at  the  UDUBual  condition  that  advice  was  sought.  Ko  fever,  pain, 
or  other  unpleasant  symptom  was  present;  and  the  patient,  now 
two  weeks  sinoe  delivety,  is  nnoBoally  sprightly  and  oheerfoL 
The  general  opinion  indulged  by  females,  and  perhaps  some  phy- 
sicians, that  puerperal  bysteritis  and  peritonitis  resnlt  from  snp- 
presaioD  of  the  locbial  discharge,  is  erroneons.  The  inflanunatory 
condition  set  np  by  torpid  bowsls,  exciting  food,  etc,  is  not  the 
I'esnlt,  bat  the  canse  of  suppression. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson,  in  answer  to  the  qaestion,  why  the  lochia 
was  necessary,  said  that  the  completion  of  gestation  leaves  an 
amount  of  blood  not  appropriated,  aud  it  should  be  discharged. 
He  thought  the  discharge  necessary,  and  that  the  case  reported 
was  an  exception  to  the  general  rale  that  a  failore  proves  injuri- 
oas.  He  did  not  think  that  the  cotton-root  led  to  the  condition; 
belieVed  that  warm  water  injected  into  the  bowels  and  vagina 
would  promote  contraction  of  the  womb  better  than  ergot  or  ooi- 
ton-root. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  presented  a  patient,  a  boy  foar  years 
old,  with  a  large  lobulated  tumor  proceeding  from  the  left  paro- 
tid gland.  The  tumor  had  beea  removed  a  year  ago.  It  gradu- 
ally commenced  retaming,  and  for  the  last  month  has  rapidly 
enlarged,  until  now  it  is  the  sise  of  a  man's  fist.  A  short  time 
since  he  injected  a  few  drops  of  iodine  into  one  of  the  lobules, 
with  the  view  of  testing  the  probability  of  lessening  its  size,  hot 
finds  the  increase  equally  rapid  since  the  injection.  He  terms 
the  tamor  lymph(»ma.  He  fears  that  the  pressure  upon  the 
trachea,  which  is  now  very  aanoying,  will  eventually  produce 
death  by  asphyxia.  He  proposes  to  operate  by  removing  a  por- 
tion of  the  mass  if  the  shock  is  too  great  to  remove  it  all  at  once. 
Dr.  Baird  thooght  an  operation  advisable.  The  disease  will 
certainly  prore  fatal  without  removal,  and  nothing  can  be  lost  by 
an  attempt  at  relief. 

Dr.  Calhoun  thought  an  attempt  at  complete  ranoval  woold 
prove  unavailing,  aa  portions  woold  neoeasorily  be  left,  which 
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woald  make  nuclei  for  tbe  rapid  formatioD  of  the  tumor.  He 
remarked  that  his  information  ie  that  experimenta  proTe  that  the 
injection  of  iodine  is  rarely  beneficial,  and  often  injurious. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson  had  had  no  experience  in  the  removal  of 
such  tumors,  and  did  not  wish  any;  but  agreed  with  Dr.  Baird  in 
thinking  it  better  to  give  the  patient  the  only  chance  of  life — an 
operation. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Westmoreland  is  not  at  all  satisfied  that  an  opera- 
tion will  be  of  permanent  benefit,  but  thinks  its  removal,  or  par- 
tial removal,  may  prolong  life.  Death  is  certain  withont,  and 
probably  with,  aa  operation. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Weatmorelaad  reported  an  c^ration  on  a  man 
seventy-seven  years  of  age,  for  strangulated  ingoinal  hernia.  He 
o^ed  atteatioa  to  this  case  on  aooonnt  of  the  extreme  ags 
of  the  patient  Failing  to  reduce  the  hernia  by  any  means,  an 
operation  was  determined  upon,  even  ^ter  the  extfeme  syiup- 
toms  of  stercoraceoua  vomiting.  Found  adhesion,  which  made 
reduction  difficult  A  strange  feature  in  the  case  was  Ui«t  tiie 
bovrels  moved  before  the  operation  was  complet«d;  no  undne  ex- 
ett«meDt  eoeaed  apon  the  operation,  but  a  few  days  attev  the 
symptoms  indicating  strangulation,  such  as  BtercoraoeooB  vomit- 
ing, recurred.  The  patient  has  entirely  recovered,  notwithstand- 
ing his  ^e  Euid  other  difficulties  attending  his  case. 

JiMEa  B.  BUBD,  UJ>.,  Bkmbtu. 

Atlanta,  December  14, 1875. 

Dr.  John  M.  Johnson,  President,  presiding. 

Dr.  John  O.  Westmoreland  reported  the  case  of  a  man  Ect. 
about  forty  years,  married,  who  applied  to  him  abont  ten  days 
ago,  oomplaining  of  pain  during  the  act  of  micturition,  and  a 
slight  mucus-like  discharge  from  the  urethra.  The  pain  was 
most  severe  at  the  vesical  neck,  and  extended  to  within  one  inch 
of  the  meatus.  Cold  injections  and  ice  to  the  penis  had  been 
used  before  be  saw  him,  with  the  effect  of  checking  the  discharge 
bat  considerably  augmenting  the  pain.  Mitre  and  other  diluente 
failed  to  alleviate  the  trouble.  Then  injected  into  the  urethra  a 
solution  of  morphine  in  gum  water,  and  sulphate  of  oadnium  one 
grain,  to  mucilage  one  onuca  A  slight  improvement  followed 
this  treatment  for  a  few  days.  Saturday  night  introduced  a  cath- 
eter, and  injected  through  it  the  cadmium  solution,  into  the 
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bladder  Rod  into  the  arethra  m  the  catheter  was  withdrairn. 
Intense  pain  followed  this  treatment,  continoiog  for  an  hsnr  and 
a  half,  and  was  only  relieved  by  the  free  use  of  morphine.  Son- 
day  he  was  almost  entirely  relieved,  bnt  retorned  to-day  (Tnes- 
day)  with  a  reonrreoce  of  all  the  symptoms.  There  is  spasm  of 
the  neck,  as  shown  by  snddea  stoppage  of  the  flow  of  arine  dur- 
ing micturition. 

Dr.  Todd  had  recently  read  a  report  from  a  distiogaished 
English  writer,  reoommendiog  an  injectioD  of  nitrate  of  silver, 
ten  grains  to  the  ounce,  in  irritation  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder. 
Concors  with  the  writer  in  thinking  the  injeotione  ordinarily  em- 
ployed too  weak.  Doee  not  approve  of  strong  injections  into  the 
orethra,  bat  the  chloride  of  sodiom  oontained  in  the  nrine  nea- 
tralized  the  excess  of  nitrate  of  silver  when  injected  into  the 
bladder. 

Dr.  John  M.  Johnson  thinks  Dr.  Westmoreland's  case  one  of 
gonorrh<Ba.  Observed  that  the  pain  became  greater  as  the  dis- 
charge became  less.  As  to  treatment,  advised  fireqnent  hip  baths 
of  warm  vat«r,  opinm  freely,  copaiba  and  turpentine  to  expand 
the  urine,  and  oonfinement  to  bed.  Thinks  no  case  ever  gets 
well  with  the  patient  on  his  feet  The  bowels  should  be  freely 
purged  and  an  injection  of  a  solution  of  acetate  of  lead  and  sul- 
phate of  zinc  given,  which  forms  a  precipitate,  and  oonsequenUy 
a  protecting  layer  over  the  surface  of  the  urethra.  Under  this 
treatment  bis  cases  get  well  in  four  days.  la  regard  to  the  use 
of  nitrate  of  silver,  has  ased  it  from  ten  to  twenty  grains  to  the 
oxmc6,  and  does  not  think  he  has  ever  done  harm  by  it  Thinks 
its  use  renders  the  inflamed  mnooos  membrane  insensible  to  the 
irritation  otherwise  produced  by  the  passage  of  the  urine  through 
the  orethra. 

Dr.  Baird  reported  a  case  of  hemi-<:horea  in  a  girl  aged  12 
years,  for  the  purpose  of  directing  attentioa  to  the  treatment,  the 
results  of  which  be  regards  as  very  satisfactory.  The  mother 
stated  that  she  lost  a  sister  several  years  ago  with  chorea,  and 
was  naturally  very  muofa  alarmed  when  ofaoreaic  symptoms  pre- 
sented tbemeelves  in  her  child.  The  cause  of  the  attadc  was 
supposed  to  be  a  severe  fright  after  excessive  fatigue.  The  men- 
tal vigor  of  the  girl  was  decidedly  impaired.  There  were  neither 
illosious,  ballncinations  nor  delusions,  though  the  sleep  was  dis- 
turbed by  disagreeable  dreams.  The  irregular  moscular  move- 
ments were  limited  to  one  lateral  halt  of  the  body,  and  were 
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freqneatly  so  violeot  in  the  lower  extremity  as  to  throw  her  from 
iier  feet  in  the  attempt  to  walk.  She  was  unable  to  feed  hereelf, 
■or  to  perform  an;  connected  series  of  moscalar  movements.  The 
mosoles  of  speech  and  respiration  were  involved,  both  of  these 
ionotions  being  performed  at  times  with  great  difScnltf.  Diges- 
tioQ  was  imperfect,  the  bowels  constipated,  lips  pale,  and  pnpils 
■dilated.  The  disease  was  gradaally  progressing  when  it  came 
nnder  his  observation,  and  wonld  doabtlesB  have  invaded  the 
other  side  if  it  had  not  been  arrested.  The  treatment  consisted, 
•besides  the  hjgienic  measures  indicated,  of  small  doses  of  strych- 
<nia — one-forty-eigfath  of  a  grain — and  salphate  of  iron,  internally, 
-and  ether  spray  to  the  spine.  The  mode  of  employing  the  ether 
is  to  expose  the  spine  from  the  occipat  to  the  coccyx,  and  play  a 
continnoos  stream  of  spray,  from  an  ordinary  spray  apparatus, 
upon  the  whole  length  of  the  spine,  daily,  for  fifteen  minutes. 
Improvement  commenced  the  day  that  this  treatment  was  inaugu- 
rated. After  a  few  days  the  supply  of  ether  was  exhausted,  and 
its  use  was  omitted  for  several  days,  when  all  of  the  symptoms 
increased  in  gravity.  After  about  twenty-five  applications  the 
patient  was  dismissed,  cured. 

Dr.  J.  O.  Westmoreland  inquired  how  the  action  of  ether 
Apray  was  explained. 

Dr.  Baird  replied  that  he  considered  its  action  two-fold :  first, 
ihe  sedative  e£Feot  upon  the  spinal  cord,  from  the  intense  cold 
produced;  and  secondly,  the  reaction  acting  as  a  mild  counter- 
irritant 

Dr.  Todd  asked  why  he  gave  strychnia. 

Dr.  Baird  answered,  as  a  nerve  tonic  Believes  irregular  mus- 
•cnlar  movements  frequently  the  result  of  debility  or  exhaustion 
of  the  nerve  centres. 

Dr.  John  M.  Johnson  had  recently  treated  a  case  of  chorea 
for  four  months;  used  everything  he  ever  heard  of — cold  to  the 
-spine,  tartar  emetic  ointment,  and  crotoo  oil,  until  they  ceased 
to  produce  the  least  effect  upon  the  skin;  Calabar  bean,  extract 
■of  hemlock,  and  ether  spray.  Saw  no  good  from  anything,  un- 
less it  was  valerianate  of  zinc.  Thinks  the  ether  spray  acta  as  a 
revnlsive  and  ooanter-irritanL  Expected  great  benefit  from  it 
when  he  first  commenced  its  use,  but  was  disappointed.  The 
patient,  a  yonng  lady  aged  about  sixteen,  finally  recovered. 

Dr.  Scott  reported  the  case  of  a  mulatto  boy,  aged  foorteen, 
that  came  nnder  his  observation  six  months  before,  for  an  injury 
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resnltiDg  in  dislocation  of  the  radioa.  The  dislocatioa  occurred 
Bizty-three  days  before  be  applied  for  aid  The  head  of  the  ra- 
dios vaa  thrown  forward  and  inwu^,  and  in  that  position  &rmly 
fixed.  Motion  at  the  elbow  alight;  sapination  prevented.  He 
sacceeded  in  reducing  it  by  osing  considerate  fone;  a  splint 
was  applied  for  a  few  days.  The  boy  made  a  complete  recoTery. 
Thinks  the  case  of  interest  from  the  length  of  time  between  the 
reception  of  the  injury  and  the  reduction  of  the  dislocation. 

Dr.  Calhonn  said  that  several  weeks  ago  h«  reported  four 
cases  in  which  he  htid  extirpated  the  eye-ball  for  different  caoaes, 
and  he  had  three  more  to  add  to  the  list.  The  first,  a  yoaog 
lady,  EBt.  twenty;  reoeiTed  in  early  childhood  a  straight  cnt  ia  the 
eye.  Soon  afterward  she  was  attacked  with  hooping-ooogfa,  and 
the  straining  incident  to  thai  affectioB  prodaoed  a  bnlging  of  the 
contents  of  the  ball  at  the  point  of  injury,  residting  in  an  immense 
staphyloma.  She  also  had  choroidal  iafiammation.  The  ball 
was  extirpated,  and  she  made  a  speedy  and  good  recovery. 

The  second  case,  a  gentleman  aged  fifty  years.  Four  or  five 
years  ago  observed  a  pimple  on  the  lower  lid,  at  the  junction  of 
the  muGoaa  membrane  and  the  skin.  Tliia  was  canterized,  bat 
grew  very  rapidly.  The'  induration  extended  nnder  the  boll,  and 
involved  a  portion  of  the  ball  itself.  It  was  cleaorly  epithelioma. 
Vision  in  this  eye  was  perfect,  except  the  obstmction  offered  by 
the  contracted  lid.  He  removed  the  entire  lower  lid  and  extir- 
pated the  ball  The  patient  did  well,  and  soon  recovered.  Mo 
effort  was  made  at  the  time  to  replace  the  ltd  by  a  plastic  opera- 
tion. 

The  third  was  the  case  of  a  negro  man,  who  had  syphilis  sev- 
eral years  ago.  Eight  months  ago  he  treated  biro  for  ff^hilitio 
irritis  in  the  right  eye  (iritis  gummosa.)  He  recovered,  bnt  sev- 
eral months  later  be  was  attacked  with  complete  paralysis,  and 
vision  in  both  eyes  was  lost.  He  gradually  improved  under 
anti-^philitic  treatment.  The  right  leg  is  not  yet  entirely  re- 
stored, and  his  voioe  is  not  clear.  Sight  was  not  restored  to  tbe 
right  eye,  and  it  was  the  seat  of  great  pain.  He  discovered  pus 
in  the  ball,  and  a  small  portion  passed  through  the  pnpU  into  the 
anterior  chamber.  The  cornea  was  punotared,  and  the  pus  from 
the  anterior  chamber  evacuated.  Two  small  tumors  snbseqnently 
appeared  upon  the  upper  part  of  the  sclerotic.  The  other  eye 
soon  became  affected.  Tbe  right  bi^  was  extripnted,  and  afforded 
immediate  relief.     Recovered. 
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H«  reported  another  case  in  which  it  vill  be  neeessar;  soon  to 
remove  the  ball.  A  child,  ten  months  old — glioma  (canceronB  tu- 
mor) of  the  retina.  The  ohild  is  vigoronB  and  well  notuished. 
Five  months  ago  the  mother  noticed  a  white  body  in  the  papil. 
It  ooDtinned  to  grow  nntil  sight  was  destroyed.  A  few  days  ago 
a  similar  growth  was  disoovered  in  the  other  eye.  The  ophthal- 
moscope shows  Uke  tnmor  attached  to  the  retina,  and  blood  ves- 
sels rnnoing  over  the  surface.  Sight  will  soon  be  lost  in  this  eye. 
The  remedy — a  terrible  one — oonsists  in  extirpating  both  balls. 
If  the  disease  is  not  checked  the  cornea,  which  is  already  begin- 
ning to  soften,  will  break  throogh  and  the  tamor  spread  over  the 
face.  The  disease  will  also  extend  along  the  optic  nerve,  and  soon 
the  brain  will  become  involved,  and  death  speedily  follow.  In 
answer  to  an  iuqniry,  Dr.  Calhoun  stated  that  the  disease  was 
apt  to  return  luless  the  whole  of  the  diseased  tissue  was  re- 
Bu>ved.     Adjoarned. 

R.  W.  WEffrVOBELAMD,  TL,V„  BironEB. 

Atuwta,  December  21,  1875. 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  the  Fresidest,  I^.  John  M.  John- 
con. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Westmoreland,  in  reference  to  the  case  of  acute 
urethritis  reported  at  last  meeting,  reported  improvement.  Re- 
marked that  the  neck  of  the  bladder  was  still  inflamed,  causing 
Almost  constant  desire  to  urinate. 

Dr.  Logan,  by  request  of  Dr.  Todd,  referred  to  the  case  of 
accidental  poisoning,  by  opium,  of  a  child,  in  which  veratrum  was 
Administered  for  the  purpose  of  quieting  the  cerebral  excitement 
existing  prior  to  the  poisoning.  He  remarked  that  no  further  op- 
portonity  had  presented  itself  for  investigating  the  subject 

Adjonmed. 

ATi.4NTi,  December  28,  1876, 
Meeting  called  to  order,  Vice-President  John  M.  Boring  in  the 
ohair. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Westmoreland  reported  a  case  of  supposed  impac- 
tion of  the  cecum  from  imperfectly  masticated  locust-haUs.  Beten- 
tion  of  urine  was  a  very  strange  feature  in  the  case.  One  gallon  of 
water  was  injected  into  bowel  without  perceptible  benefit  This 
was  repeated  in  three  or  four  hours,  with  some  increase  in  the 
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qnanHty,  uid  with  good  roBUlta — a  health;  aotiou  being  brought 
about.  Reported,  in  this  connection,  a  caae  in  which  steroorace- 
ons  Tomiting  had  commenoed  from  inteatinal  dDstmotion,  and  in 
which  an  injection  of  considerable  amoont  of  water  gave  perfect 
reliel  Reported  alao  a  case  of  obstruction  from  plumb-bulls,  ia 
which,  after  a  large  qaanUt;  of  water  had  been  injected,  no  fecal 
odor  was  discovered  on  its  diBoharge,  bat  a  secoad  iojection  pro- 
dooed  an  operation  and  relief.  Called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
often  large  quantities  of  water  at  first  twing  no  fecal  odor.  Would 
like  to  know  the  cause  of  such  phenomenon. 

Dr.  Scott  reported  a  case  of  intestinal  obstruction  where  there 
bad  been  no  operation  for  six  dajs.  A  diet  of  light  bread  had 
produced  the  obstruction.  One  gallon  of  water  was  injected 
without  bringing  any  fecal  odor.  A  second  injection  gave  relief. 
Does  not  think  that  this  or  the  preceding  cases  were  impaction  of 
cecum,  as  it  does  not  seem  probable  that  water  could  be  in  con- 
tact with  the  impacted  mass  without  taking  the  odor.  Discussion 
as  to  the  Beat  of  the  odor-generating  apparatus,  was  entered  into, 
and  also  as  to  the  probabiUty  of  impacted  cecum  in  the  preceding 
cases,  by  Drs.  J.  Q.  Westmoreland  and  Scott. 

Dr.  Raird  mentioned  a  case  of  obstructed  bowel  in  which  the 
breath  had  a  stercoraceons  odor,  while  repeated  injections  of 
\arga  quantities  of  water  returned  witboat  any  odor.  This  would 
seem  to  indicate  the  poesitHhty  of  the  small  intestine  bemg  the- 
sonrce  of  the  fecfU  odor. 

Dr.  J.  O.  Westmoreland  gave  it  as  hia  opinion  that  the  small 
intestines  created  the  odor,  as  the  case  just  reported  would  imply. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  reported  a  case  of  a  double  uterus  in  a  young 
unmarried  lady  of  twenty  years.  Distinct,  each,  in  all  their  parts, 
measuring  two  and  a  quarterindies  in  depth.  The  lady  has  soma 
endometritis  for  which  she  came  to  be  treated,  not  enough,  how- 
ever, to  give  much  tronble.  A  collection  or  tumor  in  Douglas' 
cul-de-8ac,  is  the  principal  point  to  which  his  treatment  is  di- 
rected. 

Dr.  Armstrong  havittg  seen  the  above  case  with  Dr.  Talia- 
ferro, gave  it  as  hia  (pinion  that  it  was  a  case  of  complete  double 
uterus.  Each  uterus  is  natural  in  appearance,  so  far  as  he  eonld 
see;  lying  parallel  to  each  other,  and  seemingly  in  normal  situa- 
tion. On  inquiry  as  to  mae,  he  thought  both  tt^ther  was  Ixrgez 
than  a  oonnal  uterus. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  renwrked  that  ea^  oervix  was  as  large  as  that 
of  normal  ntents. 
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Dr.  Boring  was  anxiooa  to  know  wbst  would  be  the  reBult  of 
impregDation. 

Dr.  AnnstroBg  asked  to  know  if  there  were  any  members  who 
had  seen  the  like.    Kone  had  been  seen.    Adjonmed. 


VERATRUM  AN  ANTIDOTE  TO  OPIUM. 

Br  J.  8.  TODD,  M.O..  one  of  tha  ViM-Pnidduitfc 

Read  brfort  Ihc  Allanta  Academy  of  Medicine. 

This  assertion  is  the  result  of  the  fact  that  opiam  is  an  anti- 
dote to  veratmm.  That  it  is,  none  who  have  had  an;  experience 
with  overdoaea  of  Teratrum  will  denj.  Dr.  Norwood,  to  whom 
we  are  mainly  indebted  for  this  valuable  drug,  recites  several 
oasea  where  large  qnantities  of  his  tincture  were  given;  in  one 
instance  aa  mach  as  one  drachm,  which  caused  the  most  alarm- 
ing prostration,  vomiting  and  general  relaxation;  all  of  which 
symptoms  were  almost  immediately  dispelled  by  opium  and 
whisky.  I  have  in  my  own  practice  had  freqaent  occasions  to 
verify  his  statement,  that  there  need  be  no  fear  of  a  fatal  result 
from  veratrum  if  the  antidote  above  mentioned  is  given.  Indeed, 
the  antagonism  is  as  marked  as  that  of  acida  and  alkalies.  The 
question  very  naturally  resolves  itself  into  this  shape:  are  anti- 
dotes reciprocal?  The  answer  is  obvious;  it  cannot  be  otherwise 
bnt  in  the  aflSrmative;  for  an  acid  is  no  more  incompatible  with 
an  alkali  than  an  alkali  with  an  acid.  Belladonna,  or  its  alka* 
loid,  stropia,  has  for  some  time  enjoyed  the  ooafldenoe  of  many 
of  the  most  learned  and  diatinguished  in  our  profession  as  an 
antidote  to  opinm.  It  is  aot  my  object  or  intention,  in  this 
paper,  to  attempt  to  prove  that  it  is  not  an  antidote;  for,  with 
Trot  Reese  of  Philadelphia,  I  am  constrained  to  acknowledge, 
that  after  a  fair  and  honest  review  of  all  the  oases,  pro  and  con, 
as  to  the  antagoniam  of  belladonna  and  <^ium,  the  evidence  in 
their  &vor  has  preponderance.  This  testimony  I  give,  in  the 
face  of  the  ^t  that  experiments  on  the  lower  animals  seem  to 
show  that  where  the  two  ore  given  together,  the  effect  of  each  is 
intensified.  Dr.  Harley,  F.B.C.F.,  F.L.a,  etc,  in  the  Oalstonian 
Leotorea  of  1868,  extended  and  including  a  complete  examina- 
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ti(Hi  of  Uie  active  coiutitueut«  of  opium,  axriTes  ai.  a  totally  differ- 
ent coDclueton.  la  this  lecture  the  qaestion  of  the  antidotal  actiwi 
of  opinm  and  belladonna  are  ooneidered  at  great  length.  The 
recorded  cases  are  carefnUy  examined  and  classified  in  thr«e 
tables:  the  analjaia  of  these,  in  coaneotion  with  very  man;  and 
varied  experiments,  "  justifies  the  condnsions  that  the  evidenoes 
of  antagonism  are  inconcladve;  that  belladonna  has  no  inflaence 
whatever  in  accelerating  recover;  &om  the  poisonona  effects  of 
opinm ;  bnt  on  the  other  hand,  the  effects  of  the  opium  are  inten- 
sified and  increased.  It  is  ntterly  powerless  in  obriating  the 
chief  danger  of  opinm  poisoning,  the  depression  of  the  respira- 
tory fnnctioD."  He  states,  however,  that  in  doses  of  from  the 
I-9fi  to  the  1-100  of  a  grain,  attopia  is  the  greatest  and  most  po- 
tent of  all  agents,  not  excepting  carbonate  ammonia  and  whkky, 
as  a  cardiac  etimnluB,  and  that  in  these  doses  it  may,  and  doubtless 
will,  do  good,  where  the  pulse  ia  very  alow  or  weak  How  mnoh 
atropia  is  necessary  to  counteract  a  given  quantity  of  morphine, 
has  never  been  ascertained.  We  all  give  it  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling, knowing  that  the  remedy,  if  poshed,  ia  as  bad  as  the 
disease.  In  other  words,  the  remedy  is  too  dangerooa.  If  any 
of  us  were  called  to  a  case  where  an  alkali  had  been  given  in 
hurtful  dose,  we  would  not  administer  nitric,  chromic  or  muriatic 
acids,  bat  rather  vinegar  or  citric  acid;  something  that  would 
not  destroy  both  the  poison  and  patient.  I  propose  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  too  potent  deadly  night-abade,  the  milder  veratmm. 
Beck,  in  bia  work  on  Medical  Jurisprudence,  classes  veratntm 
and  belladonna  under  the  same  head — acrid  narcotics — both 
dilating  the  pupil  and  killing  by  producing  convulsions.  Tbsre 
would  seem  to  be,  from  this,  some  analogy  between  their  action 
in  poisonous  doses.  It  is  only  by  careful  scrutiny  of  recorded 
observations  as  to  the  effects  of  drugs  that  any  valuable  contri- 
bntion  to  therapentics  ia  obtained.  With  this  view  I  present  the 
following  cases,  the  notes  of  which  were  carefully  and  truthfully 
.taken  at  the  time.  Aa  to  the  modtia  operandi,  I  do  not  attempt 
to  explain  it  The  very  beet  reason  that  can  be  given  why  we 
administer  this  or  that  ia,  if  u  sucoesiful. 

J.  H.,  set  thirty,  dissipated,  took,  October  26,  1872,  in  my 
presence,  little  over  six  drachms  of  tincL  opii  Assuming  thirty 
drops  of  laudanum  to  be  equal  to  a  grain  of  crude  opinm,  he 
took  at  one  dose  twenty-four  grains.  He  had  taken  half  an  ounce 
of  landonam  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  before  this,  (IS  grains)  thus 
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taking  in  all  fort;  grains  of  oplam,  or  1,200  drops  of  the  tinctare. 
All  peranasion  to  indaca  him  to  take  an  emetic  being  fatile,  I 
prevailed  on  several  bystanders  to  throw  him  down,  and  then 
vainly  attempted  to  give  him  a  mixtare  of  ipecac  and  anlpbate  of 
zinc  aa.  grs.  zxx.  I  could  not  make  him  swallow,  though  his 
nose  was  held  and  threats  used,  until  I  poured  some  of  the  soln- 
tion  in  his  eyes,  which  cansed  so  much  pain  that  he  oame  to 
terms,  and  took  the  emetic  a  few  moments  after.  It  not  having 
the  slightest  effect,  a  drachm  more  of  ipecac  was  administered. 
In  ten  minutes  he  was  asleep.  I  had  him  walked  and  shaken, 
thinking  that  the  emetic  would  act  could  be  be  kept  awake. 
There  was  no  stomach  pump  in  the  place.  He  soon  ceased  to 
step  or  exhibit  any  symptom  of  pain  or  sensibility  whatever. 
Placed  his  head  under  a  pump,  and  gave  him  the  cold  douehe 
five  minutes.  Meanwhile  the  coma  gradually  and  fearfully  in- 
creased. Had  him  carried  to  Dr.  McMillan's  office,  where  there 
was  an  electric  battery.  I  was  here  joined  and  assisted  by  Dr. 
Henderson.  Under  the  electric  stimulus  he  so  far  regained 
consciousness  that  Dr.  McMillan  and  myself  ooncladed  to  give 
him  more  ipecac.  This  was  8  o'clock.  Suddenly,  while  taking 
it,  be  collapsed,  and  some  of  the  fluid  passed  down  the  trachea. 
Respiration  was  kept  up  partly  by  artificial  means,  but  prinoi- 
pally  by  placing  one  pole  of  the  battery  along  the  coarse  of  the 
pneomogastrio  nerve,  above  the  sternum,  and  the  other  at  the 
pit  of  the  stomach,  for  at  least  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  At 
this  juncture  the  glass  of  the  battery  containing  the  acid  broke, 
and  we  had  no  substitute.  Mustard  was  applied  to  the  spine, 
chest  and  abdomen,  and  friction  used  on  extremities.  Pulse 
alow,  full,  30;  respiration  stertorous,  8;  face  much  congested; 
nose  and  ears  purple;  extremities  cold.  Had  him  moved  to  hia 
room,  sent  for  an  old-feshioned  Motion  magnetic  battery,  the 
only  one  in  the  town.  The  pupils  were,  of  course,  tightly  con- 
tracted. We  concluded  to  try  hypodermio  injection  of  atropia; 
it  was  administered  until  the  pupils  were  widely  dilated.  At  11 
p.u.  Drs.  McM.  and  H.  left  me,  saying  the  man  would  die  very 
soon;  such  was  also  my  opinion,  but  I  determined  to  give  him 
every  attention.  The  battery  was  used  on  him  with  occasional 
intermissions  until  three  o'clock,  when  his  breathing  was  six, 
and  the  pulse  suddenly  ceased.  I  immediately  injected  under 
the  skin  a  drachm  of  raw  whisky,  and  felt  the  pulse  return  before 
the  syringe  was  withdrawn.     After  his  pupils  were  dilated  by 
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the  atropift  his  pnlae  became  rapid  and  weak.  Fift««a  tniotitee 
later  I  injected  another  drachm  of  vbisk;  and  two  drops  of  tioc- 
tore  of  Teratrom  viride.  Five  mtontes  after  the  dose  his  pulse 
became  slower,  bnt  weaker,  and  there  was  paralysis  of  the  entire 
right  lung.  No  air  whatever  entered  or  was  espelled  from  it  for 
two  or  three  respirations.  I  now  had  him  nolentl;  rolled  about 
the  bed,  slapping  and  compreesing  the  chest  Five  or  six  SQcfa 
tarns  caased  a  groan  and  an  emesis  of  fonr  of  five  oaoces.  He 
opened  his  eyes,  bat  immediately  dosed  them  and  relapsed  into 
the  comatose  condition.  This  was  at  8:15  a.m.,  jnat  fifteen 
minates  after  the  first  dose  of  veratmm.  From  that  time  antil 
5  I  gave  him  sis  hypodermic  injections  of  a  drachm  each  of  raw 
whisky;  and  two,  an  boar  apart,  of  two  drops  each  of  tinct.  Ter- 
atram  viride,  with  marked  improvement  each  time.  He  was 
meanwhile  persistently  and  continaally  worried,  the  battery  ap- 
plied to  spine,  the  cold  douche  was  used,  and  he  was  walked, 
slapped,  whipped,  tickled,  etc  Any  such  procednre,  however, 
after  two  or  three  repetition?,  lost  all  effect.  By  5  a.x.  he  was 
able  to  swallow  a  teaspoonfal  of  very  strong  coffee,  one  cup  of 
gronnds  to  three  of  water.  By  8  he  had  taken  four  or  five  of 
such  cups,  and  vomited  freely.  After  this  he  vomited  several 
times,  bnt  at  9  he  retained  a  tolerably  stiff  drink.  Once,  about 
half-past  6, 1  let  him  take  a  nap.  Whenever  be  was  not  worried 
be  slept,  and  would,  while  sleeping,  have  general  convalaiTe 
movements,  and  the  breathing  would  fall  from  14  to  8  per  min- 
ute. I  did  not  allow  bim  to  lie  down  at  all  daring  the  day, 
although  be  was  pretty  thoroughly  aroused  by  10  a.k.,  and  per- 
fectly rational  I  permitted  him  to  take  naps  of  from  ten  to  thirty 
minates,  sitting.  He  vomited  everything  he  took  that  day,  ex- 
cept the  toddy  before  mentioned. 

October  28th. — Slept  tolerably  well  last  night,  bnt  was  very 
nervous. 

November  1. — Has  soffered  considerably  from  nervousness 
and  irritability  of  the  stomach  during  the  past  three  days.  Gave 
landanam,  bromide  of  potassium  and  quinia,  pro  renita. 

On  October  29th  he  left  for  his  home,  and  November  2d  he 
resumed  his  work.  The  wbis^  did  not  cause  a  single  abscess; 
all  soreness  aboat  the  chest,  where  injections  were  made,  wns 
superficial,  and  plainly  attributed  to  the  mustard,  which  blistered 
in  several  places  over  the  thorax,  and  the  skin  is  still  hi^Hy  in- 
flamed wherever  it  was  applied.     He  has  complained  always  of 
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faU  throat — deBcribed  the  secBatioD  as  bras^,  and  was,  antil 
to-da;,  hoarse.  This  is  doabUeas  oaoBed  b;  atropia.  Hia  bowels 
moved  spoataneoosly  on  the  day  after  he  took  the  laadannm. 

Noramber  13tb. — Been  at  work  ateadil;  aince  the  2d.  No 
abBOesa  has  developed  itseU. 

Remarks. — Atropia  id  this  case  certainly  did  no  good;  the 
Teiatram  much.  Id  fact,  to  it  do  I  mainly  attribute  the  reooT- 
ery,  but  I  do  not  believe  it  wodM  have  been  safficient  in  itadf. 
My  timidity  in  the  ase  of  the  agent  donbtlesa  pat  off  the  good 
effect  This  man  was  as  persistently  worried  as  three  of  the 
most  obedient  attendants  conld  possibly  perform  sncb  an  office. 
They  kepi  him  alive  from  the  combined  effects  of  both  drugs, 
until  the  veratmm  saggested  itself.  It  will  be  particularly  no- 
ticed that  no  emesis  ocoarred  nntil  veratram  viride  was  given. 

CuK  II.  December  39,  1873.— B.  B.,  set  fifty-two,  merchant 
Had  snffered  from  occasional  mental  derangements  for  eighteen 
months.  Daring  sach  attacks  he  attempted  to  take  his  life  in 
varioos  ways,  by  drowning,  the  razor,  and  phosphorous.  To-day 
he  procured  from  J.  P.  M.  &  Co.,  druggists,  an  onnce  of  gnm 
opium,  and  before  he  was  detected  he  had  eaten  the  whole  of  it. 
This  he  did  abont  an  hoar  before  I  saw  him.  When  I  first  saw 
him,  he  was  highly  intoxicated  from  it  covered  with  a  profnse 
perspiration,  and  somewhat  sleepy.  He  persistently  refused  to 
take  anything;  was  perfectly  rational.  Abont  half  an  hour  was 
lost  in  persnasioQ  and  force,  endeavoring  to  get  him  to  take  zinc 
and  ipecac;  ftdly  another  half  hoar,  iu  having  a  funnel  made  to 
fit  the  end  of  a  catheter  (male).  Through  it,  introduced  down 
the  nose  into  the  pharynx,  I  gave  sixty  or  seventy  grains  sulph. 
aino,  and  as  much  ipecac.  He  almost  immediately  vomited.  In 
the  emesis  there  was  mnch  opiam;  the  smell  of  it  conld  be  de- 
tected difftiBed  over  the  room.  During  all  this  time  he  was  of 
coarse  worried  and  walked,  but  the  coma  continued  to  increase. 
I  then  gave  him  every  half  hoar,  ten  to  twelve  drops  of  tincture 
veratmm  veride,  hypodermically,  with  an  emesis,  or  an  attempt  at 
vomiting  after  each  injection  of  veratmm.  Everything  not  given 
by  hypodermic  means  had  to  be  given  through  the  catheter  inserted 
in  the  nose  down  the  throat  He  took  tiie  opiom  about  11|  o'clock 
A.M.  Until  6|  hie  papils  did  not  contract,  nor  did  he  become  so 
drowsy  that  he  ceased  to  step,  or  give  rational  answers,  or  evince 
pain  when  flagellated,  or  when  the  battery  was  put  to  him;  nor 
did  his  poise  become  slow,  or  respiration  stertoroos.    Abont  thi& 
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time  Dr.  Origgs,  family  pbyaiaiftn,  oame,  and  only  one  more  dose 
of  veratrnm  was  giTeo,  Dr.  O.  haviog  no  confldence  or  expeiienee 
in  the  veratrom  treatment  He  recognized  Dr.  G.,  and  spoke  to 
him.  Hie  pulse  at  that  time  was  woa  66;  respiration  16  or  16. 
We  commenced  to  ase  the  cold  douche,  and  at  7  o'clock  gmve 
atropia,  which  nndonbtedly  inoreaaed  the  ctMuo.  We  gave  it 
until  the  papils  were  dilated,  for  they  began  to  contract  at  6. 
Mustard  was  applied  to  cheat,  abdomen,  spine,  and  eitremitiaa. 
His  pulse  never  became  slow  nor  full,  bat  his  breatiiing  did  after 
the  atropia  was  given.  At  8  o'clock  exactly,  he  died  suddMily, 
from  asphyzia,  the  heart  continuing  to  act  (or  serwal  minntes 
after  respiration  ceased.  Artificial  respiration  coold  not  be  in- 
duced with  the  battery. 

Bemarks. — The  large  amount  of  opium,  and  the  lengtli  of 
time  that  elapsed  between  the  taking  aud  commenoement  of 
treatment,  are  aoffioient  to  coDTince  any  thinking  man  that  there 
was  but  one  termination.  The  good  effects  of  the  treatment  are 
manifest  by  the  length  of  time  that  intervened  before  death.  Not 
only  was  life  prolonged,  bat  the  usual  effects  of  opium  were  long 
in  showing  themselves.  According  to  Dr.  Christiaou,  the  tUDsI 
duration  of  fatal  cases  is  seven  hours.  This  patient  took  bypo- 
dermically,  in  lees  than  six  hours,  a  drachm  of  tincture  voiatnun 
viride  without  loweriug  the  pulse;  in  fact,  it  seemed  to  ke^  the 
heart  going. 

Case  III.  FebroBty  2d,  1878. — Was  called,  in  consultation 
with  Dr.  McMillan,  to  see  W.,  ast.  12,  who  was  suffering  with 
meningitis.  We  concluded  to  give  morphine.  In  fifteen  minntes 
the  symptoms  were  characteristic  of  opium  pois<»ting:  contracted 
pupils,  DO  pulse,  stertorous  breathing,  and  coma.  Under  the 
cold  douche  and  three  injections  of  three  drops  each  of  tinoture 
veratrum  viride,  be  promptly  vomited,  pulse  retumed  and  pupils 
dilated  in  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  hours.  The  moi^hine  was 
giyea  about  11  a-h.  He  died  at  11  p.u.,  from  the  force  of  the 
disease,  with  no  symptoms  of  opium. 

Remarks. — The  death  of  the  patient  in  no  way  invaUdates  the 
conclusion  Uiat  I  am  trying  to  prove.  The  epidemic  of  menin- 
gitis, which  carried  off  this  boy,  was  very' fatal  The  return  of 
the  pulse  and  dilatation  of  the  pupils  from  the  effects  of  the  ver- 
atrum  are  particularly  worthy  of  notice. 

Case  IV.  December  23d,  1875.— C.  child  six  weeks  old.  Had 
taken  five  drops  of  a  tincture  of  opium,  which  had  remained  an- 
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stopped  nntil  of  a  synipy  consistenoy.  The  doee  was  taken  at  4 
o'clock  P.M.  I  saw  it  first  at  6  f.u.;  the  breathing  was  12,  and 
aigfaing;  pnlse  60;  coma  well  marked;  pupils  tightly  contracted. 
By  TigovotIB  flagellation,  or  mde  bandliog,  could  be  indaced  to 
open  the  eyes,  but  efforts  to  make  it  swallow  anything  were  fatile. 
GftTe,  bypodermically,  one  di-op  of  tincture  veratrnm  viride,  in 
10  of  brandy.  One  bonr  afterwards  repeated  the  dose.  In  fif- 
teen minntes  it  vomited  slightly,  about  half  an  ounce  of  macne. 
At  8}  there  was  anoUier  ehght  emesis;  the  symptoms  nnobanged, 
exeept  more  mucus  in  lungs.  The  cold  douche  was  used,  bat 
produced  tto  eridenoes  of  sensibility.  Injected  from  four  to  six 
ounces  of  strong  coffee  per  anum,  which  was  partially  retained. 
This  was  repeated  about  9.  At  9J  injected  one-hali  drop  of  ver- 
atrnm uid  fifteen  of  whisky.  At  10^  the  child  vomited  freely, 
copiously,  with  iaetant  improrement  in  every  symptom.  During 
the  vomiting  the  coffee  was  passed  from  the  bowels.  It  would 
cry  and  exhibit  evidences  of  pain  from  slight  inflictions,  or  even 
from  loud  speaking.  At  lOJ,  respiration  24,  pulse  100;  pupils 
normal.    Mustard  was  used  to  spine  and  abdomen. 

December  24th. — Except  from  soreness,  the  child  was  in  usual 
health. 

Bemarks. — Half  an  hour  before  the  last  emesis  the  child  was 
excessively  nanseated  and  much  relaxed.  How  much  opium 
there  was  in  th&five  drops  this  infant  took  is  not  certain,  but  it 
is  a  well-known  fact  that  alcohol,  and  not  the  opium,  is  the  con- 
stituent which  evaporates.  It  must  have  taken  at  least  eight 
drops  of  the  ordinary  tincture.  Was  this  amount  sufficient  to 
cause  death  ? 

Dr.  Kelso,  in  the  London  Lancet,  vol.  21,  page  304,  relates  a 
case  where  four  drops  of  laudanum  to  a  child  thirty-six  weeks 
old  was  fatal  A  case  mentioned  in  the  Medical  Times,  vol.  10, 
page  436,  where  two  drops  of  the  tinotnre,  given  four  times  dur- 
ing eighteen  hours,  killed  a  child  six  weeks  old.  The  cure  in 
this  case  is  to  be  attribnted  to  the  vetatram  alone.  Improvement 
in  the  pulse,  after  vomiting,  is  especially  noteworthy.     ' 

Gasb  y. — Dr.  E.  H.  Sboll,  of  Alabama,  communicated  to  the 
Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Reports  a  case  of  poisoning  by 
morphine,  which  was  cured  by  veratrom.  The  patient  a  negro 
boy  fifteen  years  old,  took  an  overdose  of  morphine,  which  bad 
been  prescribed  for  hiccough.  It  was  followed  by  stertorous 
breathing,  contracted  pupils,  etc    Eighteen  drops  tincture  ver- 
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atram,  with  two  oimcea  of  brandy,  alt«r  one  bonr,  oansed  all  the 
symptoms  to  TBuiBh. 

Gust  VX. — Dr.  J.  P.  Logan,  of  this  city,  related  before  the 
Academy  a  caee  of  opiam  poisoning,  in  which  he  gave  tinotore 
Teratram  to  control  the  cerebral  symptoms.  The  resalt  Was  an 
entire  core. 

While  I  feel  every  confidenoe  in  veratram  as  an  antidote  to 
opium,  I  woold  by  no  means  neglect,  nnder  all  circamstances,  to 
give  strong  coffee  when  the  patient  oonld  swallow  it,  and  when 
he  coold  not  be  induced  to  take  it  per  orem,  I  shonld  give  it  per 
anom,  and  also  place  particular  stress  on  having  the  QDfortmiate 
walked,  flagellated,  tickled,  etc.  Obedient,  active  attendants  are 
a  host  in  themselves,  and  in  no  other  emergency  does  the  physi- 
cian need  such  allies  more.  Electricity  is  also  an  agent  not  to 
be  neglected.  Of  conrse  no  one  will  neglect  to  nse  every  means 
to  evacuate  the  contents  of  the  stomach. 


(Rmt  %XlM.\»  P«d)Ml  Mkje. 


A.  W.  CALHOUM,  ILD.,  Fnl*mn  at  KwuH  of  tli«  Kj*  and  Cu. 
IContiHutd  from  pa^e  003  4/  Jatmatj  Joumati 

Case  XXX. — Ocdimon  of  both  Pupils,  resulting  from  Iritix — 
Bextoralion  of  Sight  to  one  Eye  by  means  of  an  "  Artificial  Pupil." 
{Iridectomy.) — J.  P.,  of  Eatonton,  Georgia,  set  sixty-five,  has  had 
several  attacks  of  iritis,  causing  attachmenta  between  the  pnpil 
and  the  anterior  capsule  of  the  lens  (posterior  syQcobise,)  and  a 
filling  up  of  the  pupillary  ^ace  by  means  of  an  exudative  mem- 
brane. 

Perception  of  light  in  the  right  eye  is  very  slight  With  the 
left  he  is  able  to  count  figures  when  held  quite  near  him,  bat  is 
unable  to  go  alone. 

Aside  from  the  hope  of  increasing  his  vision,  an  operation 
upon  the  iris  is  justifiable  and  desirable  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
lieving the  constant  traction  upon  the  iris,  the  resalt  of  posterior 
synechia,  which  ore  an  ever  present  source  of  recurrent  irritis,  as 
demon  atrated  by  the  case  above. 
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A  large  ontward  iridectomy  was  made  apoQ  the  left  eye,  the 
artificial  pupil  exposing  a  clear  portion  of  the  lens,  the  exadation 
not  baviog  extended  forther  in  an;  direction  than  the  pnpillar; 
margin  of  the  irie.  The  vision  of  the  patient  was  vastly  increased 
at  once.  The  eye  was  bandaged  and  treated  in  the  ordinary  way 
for  several  days,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  patient  was  able  to 
find  his  way  quite  alone,  and  could  even '  recognise  persons  with 
much  readiness.  An  exact  test  of  his  vision  was  not  made,  bnt 
it  increased  gradually  until  the  eye  had  thoroughly  recovered 
from  the  efiects  of  the  operation.  One  or  two  weeks  later,  the 
same  operation  was  made  upon  the  right  eye,  after  which  it  was 
found  that  cataract  also  existed;  bnt  as  there  were  some  compli- 
cations connected  with  the  disease,  it  was  thought  best  not  to  re- 
sort to  any  further  surgical  interference. 

Case  XXXL — SyphilUic  Iritis,  with  large  "  Qummy  Tunu>r»  " 
upon  the  Iris  {Iriiig  Ourmnosa.)  Cure. — M.  C.,  Atlanta,  rot  thirty, 
presents  himself  covered  with  the  secondary  effects  of  syphilis, 
viz.,  papules  and  maculce.  From  the  history  of  the  case,  we  learn 
that  he  had  a  chancre  about  three  years  ago,  but  supposed  himself 
entirely  free  from  the  disease,  until  the  appearance  of  the  macnl- 
ous  and  papulous  syphilis  four  weeks  since,  which  now  thickly 
covers  the  face  and  body. 

Some  four  weeks  ago  the  right  eye  became  infiamed,  but  has 
now  of  itself  nearly  recovered.  The  appearance  of  the  eye  indi- 
cates the  disease  to  have  been  a  slight  attack  of  irritis,  (no  doubt 
syphilitic)  of  the  posterior  synechia,  positive  evidence  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  iris  having  previously  existed,  are  very  clearly  dis- 
tingaisbable. 

One  week  ago  the  left  eye  b^^n  to  inflame,  and  we  now  find 
not  only  all  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  irritis  present,  but  another 
symptom,  which,  in  my  experience,  is  invariably  indicative  of  a 
constitutional  syphilitic  taint.  Jutting  out  from  the  anterior  sur- 
face of  the  iris,  just  above  the  upper  portion  of  the  pupillary  mar- 
gin, is  a  tumor  about  the  size  of  a  small  white  pea,  with  a  few  en- 
gorged blood  vessels  running  over  it;  the  contents  of  these  tnmors 
are  the  same  as  found  in  the  syphilitic  nodules  on  the  sternum  or 
elsewhere — a  jelly  like  substance.  They  not  unfreqneutly  grow 
to  such  an  extent  as  very  nearly  to  fill  the  anterior  chamber,  and 
their  mode  of  disappearance  is  by  tdceration  or  gradual  absorp- 
tion. I  have  yet  to  see  one  in  a  patient,  whose  history  did  not 
point  to  a  syphilitic  trouble,  although  there  may  not  have  been 
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any  sign  of  the  disease  present  at  the  time,  in  any  other  part  of 
the  body.  As  a  mle,  however,  yon  will  find  that  they  occur  at  the 
same  time  with  the  secondary  forms  of  syphilis. 

The  patient  was  pnt  apon  constitntional  treatment,  nrang,  in 
addition  to  mercury  iatemally,  mercnrial  inanotiona  daily,  rob- 
bing in  one  drachm  at  a  time.  Locally,  atropine  (gr.  it.  to  ^j) 
was  dropped  into  the  eye  every  three  or  four  honrs;  blisters  were 
applied  behind  the  ears,  and  the  patient  kept  in  a  dark  room, 
taking  occasional  mercnrial  pnrges,  and  andergoiug  the  o&er 
nanal  remedies  for  iritis.  The  posterior  synechiie  were  soon  broken 
ap,  allowing  the  pupil  Ut  become  widely  dilat«d,  which  is  an  in- 
variable evidence  in  iritis  that  yon  have  the  disease  under  control. 
The  gummy  lumor  gradually  disappeared,  leaving  the  iris  tn  soond 
condition,  and  the  secondary  effects  of  the  syphilis  npon  the  skin, 
have  very  nearly  all  been  removed.  The  patient  was  directed  to 
keep  up  the  remedies  for  some  time  longer,  and  dismisBed. 

0a8K  XXXIt — Blepharitis  and  Chronic  Conjunctivitis. — Wm. 
B.,  Atlanta,  tet  twenty-fonr,  complains  of  the  edges  of  his  lids 
becoming  easily  swollen  and  red.  Ton  find  that  in  tiis  lashes  are 
quantities  of  Uttle  scales,  and  that  the  lashes  fall  out  quite  easily- 
The  caose  of  this  is  an  inflammation  of  the  follicles  and  little 
glands  supplying  the  eye  lashes,  and  this  must  be  cured  iu  order 
'  to  relieve  the  unpleasant  appearance  abont  the  eye  lids.  The  in- 
flammation has  also  extended  into  the  conjnnctiva. 

For  the  blepharitis,  we  will  put  the  patient  npon  a  salve,  com- 
posed of  the  red  oxide  mercury,  gr.  y,  and  ointment  of  rose  taiter, 
3j.,  a  small  piece  to  be  robbed  into  the  edges  of  the  lids  every 
night  on  going  to  bed.  For  the  coDJunctivitis,  a  solution  of  sdnc, 
alum  and  morphine,  will  be  found  very  excellent,  to  be  dropped 
into  the  eye  several  times  daily.  The  disease  is  very  stabbom, 
and  hence  the  remedies  must  be  kept  np  longer  than  there  is  an 
apparent  necessity  for  it,  for  it  is  prone  to  return. 

Note. — Patient  retoroed  several  weeks  later  with  no  appear- 
ance of  the  disease,  hut  was  advised  to  continue  the  treatment 
for  one  or  two  months  longer. 

Case  XKXUI.— Central  OpadHes  of  the  Corner,  Obstructing 
Vision — h-idectomy. — E.  H.,  Albany,  Oa.,  let.  twenty,  had,  when  a 
child,  purulent  ophthalmia  in  both  eyes,  resulting  in  large  and 
thick  opacites  in  the  centre  of  each  cornea,  redacing  his  sight  to 
gQch  an  extent  that  he  is  only  able  to  attend  to  snch  duties  as 
require  but  Uttle  use  of  the  eyes.  There  also  exists  in  the  right 
eye  a  small  central  capsular  cataract. 
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A  large  iridectomy  was  made  to  the  nual  side  of  the  right  eye 
and  behind  the  dear  portion  of  cornea,  which,  after  healing,  not- 
withBtandii^  the  presence  of  the  capsular  oataract.hae  improved 
bis  vision  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  is  now  able  to  prosecute  his 
studies  with  infinitelj  more  satisfabtion  than  ever  before. 

Later,  the  same  operation  was  made  upon  the  left  eye,  with 
some  improvement  of  visioD,  but  not  to  the  same  extent  as  in  the 
other  eye,  possibly  on  account  of  a  partial  atrophy  of  the  optic 
nerve. 

Whether  the  oapaiilar  cataract  in  the  right  eye  was  due  also 
to  the  purulent  ophthalmia,  which  produced  perforation  of  the 
cornea,  is  not  certain,  but  the  mother  thinks  it  existed  prior  to 
the  attack. 


SEETICES  OF  PEOF.  W.  F.  WESTMOBELAND,  M.D. 


Fibro-Oyslic  Tumor  of  the  Uj^per  Jaw. — We  have  here  an  im- 
mense tnmor,  which  presents  the  appearance,  as  yon  see,  of  a 
growth  from  the  under  jaw,  but  which  a  careful  examination 
proves  to  be  a  fibro-cystic  tumor  of  the  superior  maxillary.  He 
tells  us  that  twelve  years  ago,  or  when  he  was  twenty-three  years 
of  age  (be  is  new  thirty-five),  he  noticed  a  small  tnmor  or  "  ris- 
ing "  in  the  vicinity  of  the  first  molar  iootb  of  right  upper  jaw. 
Ite  growth,  for  the  first  eight  or  nine  years,  was  very  slow,  but  tor 
the  last  three  or  four  years  has  been  much  more  rapid — two- 
tbirds  of  the  entire  growth  has  been  in  the  past  three  years.  Ho 
has  never  Bufiered  pain  at  anytime  from  the  tomor — not  so  much 
as  an  occasional  toothache.  The  only  inconvenience  for  the  first 
few  years  of  its  growth  was  the  deformity,  and  at  present  the 
hideous  appearance,  with  the  great  difficulty  of  introducing  food 
into  the  mouth  and  of  mastication  is  the  only  inconvenience  he  suf- 
fers. We  find  that  we  have  almost  complete  closure  of  the  jaw 
from  the  growth  overlaping  the  under  jaw  and  filling  almost 
the  entire  buccal  cavity,  thus  preventing  mastication.  The  history 
we  have  had  in  this  oose  is  the  usual  history  in  this  affection — a 
slow  and  contiuuoas  growth  of  the  bone  without  pain,  or  other 
inconvenience,  except  which  may  arise  h'om  the  aize  of  the  tumor. 
In  some  cases  we  have  an  occasional  toothache  from  a  displaced 
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tootb,  or  an  oooasiooal  oenralgia  from  the  compression  or  strob- 
ing of  the  nerve,  differing  radically  in  these  particolars  from  that 
affection  (enoephaloid  cancer),  which,  in  appearance,  it  so  much 
resembles. 

If  we  examine  this  growth  more  carefoU;,  we  find  an  e^an- 
siou  of  the  bone,  and  at  some  points  the  expansion  ia  ao  great  that 
the  bona  is  not  thicker  than  a  sheet  of  paper,  and  by  pressore 
with  the  finger  we  may  make  indentation,  and  a  aonnd  aimilM-  to 
that  produced  by  pressing  parchment.  This  immense  moss,  then, 
is  the  expanded  superior  maxillary  with  cysts,  containing  a 
Qmi  in  greater  or  less  qoautity,  fibrons  tissue,  of  more  less  oou- 
sistoaoe — sometimes  almost  as  consistent  and  dense  as  a  fobroid. 
The  only  remedy  that  promisee  anything  for  this  poor  man  is  the 
complete  oblation  of  this  entire  mass — the  removal  of  the  left  sn- 
perior  maxillary.  If  he  can  stand  the  shock  of  removal,  he  will  be 
entirely  relieved,  as  the  disease  is  not  maligDont,  and  will  not  re- 
turn. I  have  operated  in  twelve  cases,  and  have  never  had  a  re- 
turn io  a  single  case,  so  that  we  may  safely  promise  a  onre  if  he 
recovers  from  the  immediate  effects  of  the  operatioo. 

We  find  oar  patient  not  only  willing  to  have  the  operation 
performed,  bnt  ia  desirous  that  it  should  be  done  at  once,  even 
after  being  fully  informed  of  the  dangers  attending  saoh  itera- 
tions. 

The  patient  was  now  placed  partially  under  the  inffaenoe  of 
ether,  and  an  incision  made  from  the  angles  of  the  mouth  to  near 
the  temporo-maxillary  arttcolation,  and  the  soft  parts  dissected  up 
from  the  osseous  mass.  A  terrible  hemorrhage  was  the  result  of 
this  dissection,  reqairing  the  ligation  of  fifteen  or  twenty  arteries 
or  art^ioles,  and  the  free  application  of  muriated  tinct  of  iron  to 
stay  the  bleeding.  After  dissecting  up  the  soft  parts,  a  aeotion 
of  the  bone  was  made  with  the  diisel  and  mallet,  and  the  mass 
removed.  In  three  weeks  he  was  eufSciently  recovered  to  retom 
to  his  home  in  the  northeastera  portion  of  this  State. 

Hydrocele. — J.  H.  M.,  age  27  years.  Here  is  an  enlargement 
of  the  testicle,  which  we  have  demonstrated  to  be  hydrocele  of 
the  sac.  Our  manner  of  determiDing  the  nature  of  thia  disease, 
and  differentiating  it  from  other  diseases  of  the  testis,  is  by  the 
translucent  appearance  of  the  testicle  when  seen  by  transmitted 
light  The  manner  of  doing  Una  yon  have  seen  on  many  other 
occadons,  so  I  will  not  trouble  you  by  a  repetition  of  the  process. 
Hydrocele  may  be  of  two  kinds:  hydrocele  of  the  tunica  vag- 
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inalie  testis,  aod  enoyated  hydrocela  Zd  the  first  variety  the 
■entire  serous  oovering  of  the  testis  is  filled  by  a  serous,  straw-ool- 
ored  fluid,  constitntiiig  a  tme  drops;  of  the  Bao.  Id  the  encysted 
Tariety  the  fiaid  is  formed  in  a  distinct  oyst  oonaected  with  the 
testicle,  pnsluiig  the  tnnica  vafiiioftlis  testis  before  it. 

The  caoses  of  this  disease  are  obscure,  most  of  them  having 
I  the  same  history  as  this  case,  who  says  that  some  months  ago  he 
noticed  a  gradual  increase  in  the  size  of  tiiia  testicle,  with  some 
little  tenderness  on  pressure  over  the  Epididymis.  Sometimes 
we  have  a  hydrocele  from  acate  orchitis;  yet  in  most  instances, 
when  the  inflammation  which  prodnced  the  effusion  of  serum  has 
subsided,  the  fluid  is  absorbed;  so  that  these  cases  which  we  are 
most  frequently  called  upon  to  treat  are  chronic  in  character  and 
-of  similar  history  to  the  one  before  yon. 

The  treatment  of  hydrocele  is  either  palliative  or  curative: 
palliative  when  the  fluid  is  repeatedly  evacuated  by  puncturing 
the  sac  with  either  the  needle,  bistoury  or  trocsr.  The  curative 
treatment,  or  the  radical  cure,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  consists 
in  drawing  off  the  accumulated  finid  with  the  trocar  and  canula, 
and  injecting  into  the  sac,  through  the  canula,  remaining  in  the 
puncture,  by  a  syringe  adapted  to  it,  any  irritating  fluid,  as  port 
wine,  solution  of  the  sulphate  of  zinc,  tincture  of  iron,  and  lanc- 
tnre  of  iodine,  of  various  strengths;  the  object  being  to  excite  a 
sufficient  amount  of  infiammatioo  in  the  sac  to  regulate  the  secre- 
tion and  absorption,  so  that  the  fluid  naturally  secreted  in  the 
sac,  to  lubricate  the  parts,  will  not  be  formed  faster  than  it  can 
be  absorbed,  and  not  by  causing  adhesion  of  the  sides  of  the  sae, 
and  its  obliteration,  as  has  been  supposed.  The  seton  has  also 
been  a  vet;  general  means  adopted  for  the  radical  core  of  hydro- 
cele, but  sow  the  most  popular  plan  is  with  the  tincture  of  iodine, 
and  in  this  case  I  shall  use  it  diluted  with  an  equal  portion  of 
water,  adding  a  little  of  the  iodide  of  potassiam.  I  will  injeet 
^wo  or  three  ounces  of  this  solution  jpto  the  sac,  and  allow  it  to 
remain  until  it  causes  considerable  pain  along  the  course  of  the 
spermatio  cords  and  in  the  loins,  and  then  allow  it  to  flow  away. 

It  is  well  to  warn  yon  always  to  let  the  oannla  remain  until 
jou  have  thrown  in  your  injection,  for  if  you  do  not  it  will  be 
difficult  to  introduce  the  nozzle  of  the  syringe  into  the  cavity  of 
ibe  sao,  and  yon  may  throw  your  injeotion  into  the  cellnlar  tiBSoe 
■of  the  scrotam,  thinking  you  are  into  tiie'sac,  and  cause  inflam- 
mation and  sloughing  of  the  tissues.    In  every  instance  the  above 
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treatmeot  will  not  safSce  for  a  permanent  cure,  because  a  suffi- 
cient amonnt  .of  inflammation  iB  not  excited  to  regulate  the  secre- 
tion and  absorption  above  apolien  of,  or  the  effaaiou  which  always 
reanlts  from  the  inflammation  excited  by  the  injection  maj  not 
be  absorbed,  tliough  in  the  great  majority  of  instances  this  plan 
of  treatment  will  effect  a  care. 

Secondary  iSypkUis. — Here  we  have  a  case  of  secondary  syphi-  ' 
lis,  which  yon  remember  we  prescribed  for  several  months  ago. 
He  then  had  in  every  feature  a,  perfect  type  of  the  secondary  form 
of  this  disease;  such  as  the  eruptions  over  the  face  and  body,  sore 
throat,  alopecia,  mucus  patches,  etc.  Under  treatment  be  im- 
proved very  much,  and  when  you  last  saw  him  all  the  above 
symptoms  had  disappeared.  The  prescription,  you  remember, 
was  the  following: 

B:.— Blue  Mass, 3j. 

Calomd, grs,  iv. 

Opiam  Pulv. grs.  iv. 

M.  ft     Twelve  pills.     S.  Take  one  night  and  morning. 

Had  be  oontinaed  bis  visits  regularly  he  would  probably  have 
been  cured;  but  all  the  symptoms  having  disappeared,  he  ceased 
to  come,  and  now  yon  see  his  situation — equally  as  bad  as  when 
first  seen. 

Bicord,  the  great  syphilographer,  contended  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago  that  syphilis,  in  its  severest  and  most  Tirulent  forms, 
could  never  be  thoroughly  eradicated  from  the  system;  that  even 
after  all  the  symptoms  had  disappeared,  and  the  patient  appa- 
rently completely  restored  to  health,  that  he  would  always,  even 
after  the  lapse  of  a  number  of  years  (twenty  or  thirty,  perhaps), 
be  liable  to  a  reappearace  of  the  disease,  with  all  the  vimlency 
that  it  had  shown  when  it  made  its  first  appeatanoe;  and  if  such 
a  person  were  to  marry  and  have  <^bpring,  the  children  would 
be  liable  to  be  affected  by  the  disease,  or  would  be  puny,  sorofu- 
lous,  and  of  low  vitality.    , 

My  experience,  however,  leads  me  to  a  different  conclusion, 
for  I  have  treated  many  oases— some  of  them  in  this  city — that  I 
can  now  reetUl,  who  had  the  disease  in  its  most  virulent  form, 
that  have  since  married  and  had  children,  who  are  now  grown, 
and  neither  the  children  nor  the  pfo^ots  have  ever  exhibited  taj 
sign  of  the  return  of  the  disease,  nor  any  symptoms  whatever  of  & 
sorofuloos  or  tuberculous  character,  and  are  as  robust  and  vigor- 
ous as  children  bom  of  parents  neither  of  whom  had  ever  had 
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flyphilis.  In  one  inst&tioe,  I  remember,  where  the  hasband,  with 
the  secondar;  form  of  the  disease,  imptegnated  his  wife,  whom  I 
treated  as  for  STphilis,  hoping  that  by  impreasiiig  her  B^etem  with 
anti-sjpbihtic  remedies,  I  might  through  this  medium  impress 
the  fcetna  also,  and  prevent  the  birth  of  a  child  with  oon- 
etitntional  syphilis;  and  in  accordance  with  my  anticipations, 
when  the  child  was  bom  I  was  maoh  gratified  to  see  a  baby  as 
healthy  and  as  large  as  if  no  such  disease  had  ever  existed,  and 
it  has  never  subsequently  shown  any  of  the  symptoms  or  consti- 
Atitutional  manifestatioos  that  have  been  considered  as  reeultiog 
from  a  syphiUtic  origin.  i 

I  hope  by  this  case  to  impress  yon  with  the  reason  that  I 
assign  why  so  many  oases  of  syphilis,  apparently  cored,  have 
had  all  the  symptoms  to  return,  after  a  longer  or  shorter  period, 
in  an  anmodified  form,  for  yon  remember  that  the  sore  throat, 
'eruptions,  alopeoia,  etc,  bad  all  disappeared  when  this  man  was 
last  herej  and  he  seeing  that  all  the  local  symptoms  had  disap- 
peared, and  not  realizing  the  importance  of  farther  treatment, 
ceased  hie  visits,  with,  as  yon  see,  a  return  of  all  his  former 
symptoms  in  as  equally  severe  a  form  as  originally. 

Often  it  is  the  CEise  that  this  early  discontinuance  of  the  anti- 
syphilitio  remedies  is  by  the  advice  of  the  physician,  who  ia  mis- 
led in  the  same  manner  as  was  this  man;  and  of  course  the  disease 
will  return,  because  it  is  not  eared,,  and  such  instances  as  these 
contribute  to  support  the  belief,  so  vridely  prevalent,  that  syphilis 
can  only  be  suppressed  for  a  time,  not  permanently  and  effecn- 
ally  eradicated  from  the  system. 

WkUioio. — P.  C,  age  twenty-foor  years.  This  woman  is  here 
to-day  with  an  affection  of  the  finger,  called  paronychia,  or  whit- 
low; by  the  onprofessional,  bone-felon. 

Xbere  are  foor  varieties  of  this  disease,  named  from  the  ohar- 
jtoter  of  the  tiseae  involved:  the  cutaneous,  phlegmonous,  thecal, 
and  periosteal.  This  case  before  you  is  a  typical  one  of  the  first 
variety  of  this  disease,  and  is  now  in  a  suppurating  condition, 
the  pus  having  dissected  ap  the  scarf  skin  to  quite  the  first  artic- 
.nUtion,  and  would,  perhaps,  coatioue  to  do  so,  were  it  not  pre- 
vented by  the  proper  treatment,  which  is  to  remove  the  scarf  skin 
separated  by  the  pus  from  the  true  skin  below.  A  simple  punc- 
ture of  the  skin  would  not,  in  many  instances,  suffice,  for  the 
small  opening  made  by  the  pin  would  ^eedily  close,  and  the  pus 
re-accumulate,  necessitating  a  frequent  repetition  of  the  punctur- 
ing in  order  to  effect  a  cure. 
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After  h&Ting  remoTed  the  entire  separated  soarf  Aia,  as  yon 
see  me  do  with  a  small  pair  of  Mrissors  and  a  tenaoalnm,  tbare 
oan,  of  oonree,  be  bo  re-aocnmolation  of  the  pus.  After  this  is 
done  we  simply  protect  the  teoder  part  from  air,  dost,  and  o&er 
foreign  bodies,  by  a  small  bit  of  ifiinglass  plaster. 

In  your  works  on  saigery  joa  will  only  find  two  varietiee  of 
whitlow  mentioned:  that  affectiog  the  soft  tissues  and  tfaat  affet^ 
ing  the  hard  parts,  for  Uie  reason,  as  they  contend,  that  it  is- 
impossible  to  differentiate  them,  and,  for  inactioal  poiposes,  tin- 
necessary.  However,  yoa  can  diagnose  tbem,  at  least  in  the  be- 
ginning, and  il  is  important  that  they  should  be  discriminatedr 
for  the  depth  to  which  the  inflammation  has  extended  will  be  the 
guide  to  the  extent  of  an  incidoB  in  the  beatment 

In  the  cataneons  variety  the  pain  is  not  so  severe,  lantnnstingr 
tensive,  or  deep-seated  as  in  the  other  varieties,  the  ddn  having 
a  very  red,  glased,  shining  appearance;  and  the  power  of  moving 
th&  finger  wi^ont  great  additional  pain  is  bad.  In  the  I^ileg- 
monooa  variety,  which  involves  the  cdlolar  tissne,  the  redness  ia 
not  so  deep;  ttie  skin  not  so  tense;  tbe  pain  more  deep-seated, 
vrith  a  thickened,  dongby  feel  of  the  part  In  the  thecal  the 
prominent  featnre  is  the  very  intense  pain  darting  op  the  course 
of  the  tendon  whenever  the  slightest  motion  ia  made,  beeaose  of 
the  inflammation  existing  in  its  Bfaeath,  vrith  the  symptoms  of 
the  preceding  varieties  in  a  less  prominent  form.  In  the  perios- 
teal variety,  where  the  periosteum  is  infltuued,  the  pain  is  nnmis- 
takeable,  having  that  pecttliar  throbbing,  lancinating  character, 
that  attend  inflammation  of  the  periosteum  in  other  sitoations. 
with  very  little  redness  of  the  skin  until  it  bas  reached  tbe  point 
of  snppnration. 

It  is  a  peooliariarity  of  this  disease  to  attack  more  frequently 
the  first  phalanges  of  the  fingers,  thongb  it  is  not  invaridt>ly  in 
this  situation,  as  it  may  involve  the  entire  hand.  Its  caoaes  are 
obscure,  thongb  it  is  in  most  instances  depend^it  npon  a  oonstt- 
tational  oaose  similar  to  that  of  eiysipelas,  manifesting  itself,  • 
locally,  by  an  inflammation  erysipelatoos  in  oharaoter;  fo*  in 
every  case  of  whitlow,  particularly  of  the  deeper-seated  varieties, 
there  is  oonuderable  coostatational  diBtiirt>ance,  as  restlessness, 
thirst,  and  fever.  And  beridea,  it  offcen  oecon  as  an  epidemic, 
more  frequently  in  the  spring  and  fall 

For  the  treatment,  little  oan  be  done  to  arrest  their  develop- 
ment, for  tbe  tendency  of  the  disease  ia  to  inflammation  aoA 
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elooghing  of  the  tissneB,  more  particularly  in  the  deeper-Beated 
T&rietiefi,  often  leading  to  extensive  deetmction  of  the  soft  and 
bard  parte,  with  permanent  etifibesB  of  the  finger,  leaving  them 
in  a  rigid  and  extended  condition  when  elongbing  of  their  ten- 
dons has  oocorred.  In  some  instances,  in  the  periostea  variety, 
the  phalanges  will  necrose,  reqniring  their  removal,  which  ahoold 
be  done,  when  only  the  first  phalanx  is  necrosed,  through  th« 
palp  of  the  finger,  which  will  leave  a  member  little  injared,  either 
in  appearance  or  usefulness. 

The  treatment  in  tdl  the  varieties  will  be  to  give  early  a  brisk 
purge  of  some  saline  cathartic,  and  to  make  early,  free  and  bold 
incieion  into  the  tissues  as  deep  as  the  inflammation  extends,  for 
any  local  treatment  will  be  of  but  little  avail  in  preventing  the 
development  of  the  disease  and  modifying  its  intensity.  In  mak- 
ing yonr  incision  yon  should  always  do  it  frran  the  proximal  to 
the  distal  extremity,  for  if  the  patient  jerks  he  will  assist  rather 
than  hinder  yoa  in  making  the  operation.  After  this  is  done, 
pouWce  the  finger  for  a  few  days,  and  it  wilf  speedily  get  welL 


#ut  ilx^bnngeis. 


Clinical  Conversations  with  his  Pbivate  Classes  at  Dbuilt 
BisFZNBART,  BY  L.  I>uNCAN  BnLKLET. — I  have  repeatedly  called  at- 
tention to  the  necessity  of  accuracy  of  diagnosis  in  diseases  of  the 
skin,  as  the  first  step  toward  correct  treatment,  and  I  have  sev- 
eral times  shown  yon  how  a  slight  misinterpretation  of  hots  can 
construe  a  case  into  one  of  constitutional  syphilis,  whereas  care- 
ful stndy  and  close  observation  have  demonstrated  how  very 
grave  would  be  the  error  and  how  inexcusable.  The  case  before 
us  affords  a  good  illostration  of  this. 

Case  1.  Paputar  Eczema  of  the  Cheat. — James  T.,  aged  37,  a 
wuter,  gives  the  following  history :  About  two  and  a  half  years 
ago  he  had  a  chancre  and  buboes,  which  suppurated,  since  which 
time,  he  says,  be  has  had  falling  of  the  hair,  sore  throat  and 
rbeomatism,  and  he  comes,  as  so  many  patients  will,  impressed 
with  the  idea  that  the  present  eruption,  which  has  existed  nearly 
two  years,  is  the  result  of  venereal  disease.    Examining  the  chest. 
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w«  find  the  centre  of  it,  to  the  width  of  two  hands- breadth,  cov- 
ered with  a  scaly,  brownish-red  papular  eraptiou.  Further  ex- 
aminatioQ  shows  that  there  are  a  few  spots  of  the  same  oa  the 
head  and  one  or  two  on  the  septum  nasi. 

The  eruption  here  seen  might  be  mistaken  for  several  others, 
namel;:  tinea  versicolor,  psoriasis  or  papalar  syphilis.  Tinea 
versicolor,  sometimes  wrougly  called  chloasma  or  liver  spots, 
would  not  present  so  elevated  an  eruption,  the  color  would  be  of 
a  more  tawnj  brown  or  yellowish,  there  would  not  be  so  many 
or  so  large  scales,  and  it  would  not  itch,  as  he  tells  as  this  does 
very  considerably  at  times.  Ktoreover,  the  eruptioQ  on  the  head 
and  in  the  nose  points  to  a  constitutional  disease,  whereas  yon 
know  that  the  tinea— or  pityriasis — versicolor  is  a  purely  local 
one,  due  to  the  presence  of  a  vegetable  parasite. 

Psoriasis  would  be  probably  found  to  exist  elsewhere,  as  on 
the  extremities,  if  this  were  that  disease;  it  would  not  continae 
to  itch,  would  have  rather  more  scales,  presenting  the  well-known 
micaceoDS  appearance,  and  would  not  have  had  moist  stages,  as 
this  has  at  times;  nor  would  it  affect  the  septum  nasi. 

Some  would  be  led  to  conclude  that  the  eruption  was  due  to 
syphilis,  consideriog  that  he  gives  a  history  of  a  genital  sore  fol- 
lowed by  falling  of  the  hair,  sore  throat  and  rheumatism.  But 
it  is  just  here  that  careful  discrimiDatiou  should  be  made,  for  we 
find  that  what  be  calls  a  chancre  was  followed  by  buboes  which 
suppurated,  a  characteristic  of  chancroids  and  rare  in  the  simple 
infecting  sore  of  syphilis;  we  learn  that  the  rheumatism  was  oon- 
fii^ed  principally  to  the  shoulders  and  to  the  soles  of  the  feet, 
localities  more  commonly  affected  by  ordinary  or  gouty  rheuma- 
tism. The  alopcecia  seems  to  have  been  constant  since  theui 
whereas  that  caused  by  syphilis  is  generally  transient;  and  finally, 
sore  throat,  when  stated  by  the  patient,  is  a  very  uncertain  sign 
of  syphilis.  We  discover,  furthermore,  that  be  has  bad  no  gen- 
eral ernption,  nor  indeed  any  other  besides  this  one  (which  exists 
to  a  slight  extent  on  the  back). 

Looking  now  at  the  eruption,  it  is  seen  to  be  made  up  of 
small  papules,  aggregated  ioto  patches  of  red,  slightly  inflamed 
ekiD,  bearing  evidence  of  itching  in  the  numerous  scratched  pap- 
ulae aod  lines  of  excoriations.  Now  I  know  of  no  eruption  caused 
by  syphilis  which  resembles  this,  or  which  would  be  at  all  likely 
to  attack  the  breast  alone,  in  this  form;  nor  would  any  syphilitic 
eruption  maintaio  the  same  character  for  so  long  a  time,  or  itch 
as  this  does. 
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The  eraptioQ  baa,  however,  all  the  appearances  and  history  of 
papnlar  eczema,  and  auch  in  reality  it  is,  and  I  think  that  we  will 
find  that  it  will  disappear  entirely  under  the  following  local  treat- 
ment: Liqnor  picisAlkftlinaa,  (R  potass,  causticee  3j  picia  liquidte 
3ij  aq.  destillatee  3v)  full  strength,  to  be  mbbed  on  the  parts, 
which  are  then  to  be  covered  and  kept  covered  with  this  oint- 
ueot;  R..  bismuth  sab.  nit  3j  ung  simplicis  5j. 

Case  II,  Eczema  of  the  Scrotum  in  a  boy. — James  S.,  aged  8 
years,  was  here  for  the  first  time  three  days  ago,  presentmg  the 
pitiable  sight,  not  often  seen  in  one  so  young,  of  eczema  aflfecting 
the  scrotum ;  the  amount  of  sufifenng  he  b&s  endured  with  it  can- 
not be  inferred  from  the  present  condition,  and  I  will  recall  the 
state  observed  at  his  first  visit.  His  history  is  as  follows:  When 
sis  months  of  age  he  had  iufiammation  of  the  eye,  and  since  he 
was  two  years  of  age  has  had  an  eruption  on  the  skin,  disappear- 
ing sometimes  for  awhile,  but  returning  soon  again.  He  has 
been  free  from  cutaneeus  trouble  from  last  spring  until  about  six 
weeks  ago,  when  an  eruption  made  its  appearauce  between  the 
shoulders  and  on  the  chest,  extending  downwards  since  that  time. 
About  teu  days  ago  it  reached  the  scrotum  and  thighs,  since 
which  time  the  child's  sufierings  have  been  intense.  There  is  no 
history  of  eruptions  in  the  family,  he  being  the  eldest  of  three 
healthy  children.  There  is  no  history  of  tubercular  consumption 
or  asthma  in  the  family,  but  the  father  has  rheumatism,  and  it 
prevails  also  in  his  family. 

The  boy  is  seen  to  be  rather  delicate,  pale  and  thin.  The 
skin  of  the  back  and  abdoqien  is  the  seat  of  a  papular  eczema, 
bearing  some  marks  of  scratching,  and  on  the  inside  of  the  thighs, 
extending  two-thirds  of  the  way  down,  an  eruption  is  yet  visible, 
papular,  but  with  the  elements  much  closer  together  than  on  the 
back  and  abdomen,  and  with  some  exudation  from  a  few  scratched 
spof«.  The  present  appearance  of  the  scrotum  is  not  striking, 
the  skin  being  simply  a  little  thickened,  with  a  few  remains  of 
scratches  on  it;  but  when  first  seen,  three  days  since,  on  Satur- 
day, there  was  double  the  amonnt  of  the  present  thickening,  the 
surface  was  cracked  in  many  places,  and  evidences  of  exudation 
were  present  in  scattered  and  light  crusts.  We  can  hardly  ap- 
preciate the  relief  which  he  has  obtained  from  the  following 
treatment,  namely:  a  soaking  in  a  warm  bath  every  night  for  fif- 
teen OF  twenty  miuntes,  made  with  potash,  soda,  and  starch,  thus: 
B.  Potass,  carb.  jiv  sodie  bi-carb.  5'j  div.  in  pulv.  no  iij.    Use 
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one  for  each  bath,  together  with  four  tablespoonfals  of  drj  starch, 
boiled  in  aboat  a  quart  of  water.  This,  yoa  will  see,  is  a  very  . 
smoU  quantity  of  alkalies,  bat  the  patient  having  no  loog  tab, 
mnst  take  a  sort  of  sitz  bath  in  an  ordinary  wooden  wash  tnb). 
After  carefully  drying  the  parts  withoat  friction,  this  ointment 
was  thoroughly  applied:  R.  Ung.  picis  Iss  Ung.  eimplicis  I3.  He 
was  at  the  same  time  given  ioternaUy,  H^.  Liqnoris  arsenici  chlor. 
3ij  paW.  rhei.  sod.  bi-oarb.  aa.  3j  aqaee  menth.  virid  Jiy.  One 
teaspoonful  three  times  daily,  liie  alteration  in  the  disease  is 
BO  marked  that  I  will  (uake  no  change  in  treatment  The  scro- 
tum is  now  soft  and  almost  natural  looking,  the  treatment  having 
enabled  him  to  carry  oat  my  injunction  not  to  scratch  the  parts. 

Case  HL  SiirpSB  Zaeter  extending  on  to  the  fingen. — The  diog- 
nosis  of  herpes  zoster,  zona,  or  shingles,  shoold,  as  a  role,  present 
but  little  of  difficult;,  bat  it  is  well  to  familiarize  the  eye  wiUi  the 
appearance  of  the  erupUon.  Here  we  have  a  very  typical  instance 
of  the  disease  affecting  the  left  upper  thorax  and  arm.  The  girl, 
E.  C,  aged  sixteen,  of  fair  development  and  health,  first  noticed 
the  eruption  three  days  ago,  having  suffered,  however,  from  some 
considerable  neuralgic  pain  for  a  day  or  two  previously,  in  the 
parts,  which  still  remains,  in  a  measure. 

On  the  back  of  the  left  shoulder  you  see  several  patches  of 
erythematous  akin,  with  some  papnlee  and  several  vesicles  just 
makifg  their  appearance.  All  these  groups  of  efflorescences  are 
embraced  within  a  zone  of  about  four  inches  width,  upon  the 
bach,  and  about  the  same  surface  is  occupied  by  it  on  the  front 
of  the  chest  In  this  case,  as  the  spinal  nerves  here  implicated 
give  off  those  innervating  the  arm,  we  find  the  disease  leaving  its 
troe  zoDor  location  and  following  the  uervous  distribution  upon 
this  member.  Here  are  some  groopa  of  vesicles  on  the  back  ot 
the  ulnar  side  of  the  upper  arm,  likewise  on  the  flexor  snrbce  of 
the  wrist,  and  in  this  instance  there  is  even  a  bunch  of  vesicles 
on  the  ulnar  aspect  of  the  last  phalanx  of  the  middle  finger,  and 
here  is  a  single  vesicle  on  the  ulnar  side  of  the  ring  finger. 

As  I  remarked  before,  well  developed  cases  of  shingles  should 
offer  little  difficulty  in  diagnosis  to  one  reasonably  well  informed 
in  diseases  affecting  the  skin,  but  errors  not  unfrequently  happen 
either  when  the  eruption  is  just  appearing  or  when  it  presents 
an  anomalous  character.  Yeiy  recently  a  patient  of  mine,  when 
in  a  oonntry  city,  was  attacked  by  the  severe  unQafcerol  neuralgia 
of  the  lumbar  region,  precnraive  to  an  attack  of  zona.    The  pby- 
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sidsD  there  gave  him  great  alarm  by  afflrnuDg  that  he  had  kid- 
ney trouble.  lutenaal  remedies  were  given,  extemat  counter* 
irritanta  applied,  and  when  the  eruption  began  to  make  its 
appearance  the  doctor  was  non-plussed,  and  said  that  it  was  the 
"  disease  working  to  the  sorfaoej"  the  patient,  however,  thought 
the  emption  was  caused  hj  the  local  applioationa  He  came  at 
once  to  the  city,  and  was  unspeakably  relieved  when  the  true 
natnre  of  the  skin  trouble  was  explained,  and  the  oauae  of  the 
associated  pwn.  In  the  present  case,  if  the  girl  should,  from 
delicate  reasons,  show  a  phyeidan  only  the  vesicles  yoa  see  on 
the  two  fingers,  and  perhaps  those  on  the  wrist,  the  diagnosis 
woold  be  vei7  diffionlt  if  not  impossible;  hence  the  necessity  of 
my  oft-repeated  instmction  to  a^  first  if  the  eruption  shown  is 
all  that  exists  or  has  existed  on  the  body;  and  if  there  is  yet 
more,  to  insist,  if  at  aU  practicable,  in  inspecting  the  whole.  The 
distinctly  onilateral  character  of  the  emption  of  herpes  zoster, 
the  peculiar  grouping  of  the  vesicles  (er  perchance  only  yet  pap- 
ules) on  erythematous  bases,  the  distribation  along  nerve  tracts, 
the  bamiDg  and  tingling  witti  the  eruption,  and  often  the  quite- 
severe  preceding  or  accompanying  neuralgic  pain  are  pathogno- 
monic, and  such  a  gronping  of  ^mptoms  cannot  be  presented  by 
any  other  disease  of  the  skin.  Let  me  throw  out  the  hint,  from 
the  private  case  which  I  have  mentioned,  that  whenever  yoa  are- 
called  to  a  patient  with  severe  onilateral  neuralgic  pain,  the  sus- 
picion that  it  may  herald  an  eroptioD  of  zoster  will  not  be  tar 
from  right  in  many  instances,  and  the  prediction  that  an  emption 
may  follow,  might  preclude  much  distress  and  anxiety  when  it 
did  com& 

The  treatment  of  this  case  will  be  very  simple;  the  nearalgia. 
is  on  the  wane,  the  patient  str(»ig  and  healthy,  and  I  will  simply 
direct  ^at  the  whole  oflected  surface  be  very  perfectly  dusted 
with  powdered  starch,  and  that  a  wide  bandage  of  soft  muslin, 
large  enongh  to  cover  all  the  disease,  be  also  thoroughly  dusted 
witii  the  sUrch,  and  then  sewed  around  the  patient,  in  such  a 
way  as  to  make  an  artificial  covering,  over  which  the  clothing 
will  slida  This  bandage  is  not  to  be  removed  for  a  week  or 
longer,  till  the  vesicles  are  entirely  dried,  and  perhaps  the  crost 
ready  to  fall  off.  This  method  of  treatment  is  the  simplest  I 
know  of,  and  efficaoions;  the  relief  it  gives  to  the  patient  is  im- 
mense, and  I  rarely  order  any  other,  even  in  private  practice. 
There  is  no  special  call  for  medicine  in  this  case,  and  she  will 
only  have  a  little  rhubarb  and  soda  mixture  as  a  placebo. 
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A  contrast  to  this  case,  in  regard  to  the  age  of  the  patient 
and  the  form  of  development,  ia  presented  by  this  old  man  with 
the  herpes  zoster  on  the  right  arm  only,  now  drying  ap,  which  I 
will  briefly  recall. 

CiSB  IV.  Herpes  RoeUr  affecting  only  the  arm,  sparing  the  body. 
J.  M.,  seTenty-three  years  of  age,  a  well-preserved  and  qnite  vig- 
orous old  man,  complained  greatly,  when  &ret  seen,  of  the  pain 
accompanying  a  zoster  of  the  right  arm,  the  paia  being  most 
marked  in  the  thnmb,  and  beeping  liim  from  sleep,  as  his  wife 
testified.  The  remains  of  the  eruption  of  vesicles  and  bnllse,  per- 
fectly characteristic  of  herpes,  occupy  most  the  internal  or  flexor 
surface  of  the  arm,  and  extend  veiy  evidently  on  to  the  radial 
side  of  the  thumb,  to  its  tip.  Near  the  shoulder  tbe  patches^  turn 
STonod  the  arm  so  as  to  occupy  tbe  dorsal  aspect  of  tbe  shoulder, 
but  hardly  extend  above  the  end  of  the  humerus,  and  tbe  front 
and  rear  of  tbe  cbest  are  spared. 

\Vhat  tbe  cause  of  this  rather  anomalous  arrangement  in  this 
case  is  I  cannot  say.  The  pathology  of  tbe  disease  is  pretty 
flrmly  established,  namely,  nerve  inflammation  and  infiltration, 
and  several  post  mortem  examinations  have  demonstrated  that 
the  ganglion  on  tbe  posterior  or  sensory  root  of  the  spinal  nerves, 
is  the  seat  of  well-marked  inflammatory  changes,  and  why  the 
tract  of  skin  between  the  spinal  cord  and  the  arm  on  the  back, 
and  the  corresponding  front  part  of  the  chest,  are  free  from  erup- 
tion in  this  case  is  impossible  to  conjecture,  except  on  the  theory 
that  an  idiopathic  inflammation  has  arisen  in  some  of  tbe  nerves 
themselves  which  compose  the  brachial  plexus. 

This  patient  complains  loudly  of  the  pain,  and  I  will  give  hira 
tbe  phosphide  of  zinc  combined  with  the  extract  of  nax  vomica, 
of  each  one-third  of  a  grain  in  pill,  every  three  hours,  which  I 
have  found  to  control  the  pain  wonderfully,  as  soggeated  by  Dr. 
Ashburton  Thompson.  Locally  the  arm  bap  been,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be,  dressed  with  the  powdered  starch,  as  in  the  other 
case. 

Tbe  neuralgia  in  this  patient,  you  o)>serve,  is  a  prominent  fea- 
ture; this  is  generally  the  case  in  those  past  middle  life,  and  you 
must  be  careful  bow  you  predict  its  rapid  disappearance,  for 
sometimes  it  is  a  most  distressing  symptom,  and  gives  physician 
and  patient  much  trouble.  See  how  some  of  these  vesicles  are 
drying  into  hard  crusts;  if  these  are  pulled  off  troublesome  ulcer- 
atioQ  may  occur  in  tbe  aged. 
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Cabe  V.  Erythema  Simplex,  of  the  variety  drcinatum. — This 
woman,  aged  nboiib  fifty,  presents  bersalf  with  an  eruption  wfaicb 
it  i9  impartant  for  ns  to  stiitly  from  a  negative  point  of  view. 
She  says  that  a  few  days  ago  she  noticed  the  development  of  red 
spots  upon  the  forehead,  accompanied  with  burning,  tingling, 
and  slight  itching.  "When  she  first  entered  the  room  you  noticed 
that  I  examined  the  parts  very  closely,  and  doubted  somewhat 
the  esistenca  of  any  skin  lesion.  She  bad  been  sitting  by  the 
stove  in  the  ante-room,  after  coming  in  from  the  very  cold  outer 
air,  and  the  whole  forehead  appeared  uniformly  reddened,  and 
exhibited  nothing  different  from  what  may  be  observed  on  many 
patients  mth  other  troubles  who  have  been  similarly  exposed  Ut 
heat  and  cold;  the  redness  disappeared  momentarily  on  pressure. 
But  now,  after  sitting  here  in  a  cooler  room  for  five  minutes,  the- 
eruptioQ  for  which  she  comes  is  distinctly  visible. 

We  now  perceive  a  collection  of  erythematous  patches,  vary- 
ing in  size  and  shape;  mostly  circular,  from  one-quarter  to  one 
inch  in  diameter,  extending  across  the  forehead  from  one  zygo- 
matic arch  to  the  other,  reaching,  some  of  them,  to  the  hairy 
scalp  above;  others  to  the  eyebrows,  and  eQcroaohiag,  to  a  slight 
extent,  on  the  upper  part  of  the  right  cheek.  The  centre  of  these 
larger  patches,  you  see,  has  already  paled,  so  that  they  appear  as 
rings,  while  the  smaller  ones  present  an  tmiform  redness.  The 
eruption  is  found  to  be  entirely  erythematous,  disappearing  under 
pressure,  the  redness  returning  almost  instantly  after  removing 
the  finger;  there  is  no  thickening  of  the  skin,  although,  as  the 
finger  is  passed  lightly  over  the  surface,  a  very  slight  elevation  is 
barely  perceived,  congestive  in  character;  there  is  no  exudation 
from  the  surface,  no  scales  or  crasts,  and  there  is  no  appreciable 
itching. 

I  have  called  this  eruption  erythema  simplex,  for  it  is  the 
simplest  form  of  congestive  diatnrbanoe  we  have;  it  is  here,  how- 
ever, not  due  to  mechanical  cause,  as  when  from  heat,  cold,  fric- 
tion, irritants,  and  the  like,  but  is  undoubtedly  a  reflex  aflair, 
much  like  urticaria,  and  dependent  upon  digestive,  or  aterine,  or 
ovarian  derangement.  But  in  this  case  the  woman  ia  about  fifty 
years  of  age,  and  has  passed  the  menopause,  and  sexual  influences 
are  less  probable;  whereas,  her  tongae  is  pale  and  is  slightly 
coated,  the  bowels  sluggish;  she  gives  a  rheumatic  history,  and 
we  may  therefore  readily  attribute  the  eraption  to  such  diathetic 
causes  as  operate  in  giving  rise  to  many  of  the  congestive  lesions 


of  the  skin,  than  which  I  doubt  S  we  can  approach  nearer  to  a 
pathological  etiology  in  the  preaent  state  of  medical  science,  the 
exciting  canse  being  probably  Bome  faulty  digestion.  At  any 
rate,  I  feel  pretty  confident  that  she  will  be  freed  from  the  troa- 
ble  in  a  very  few  days,  by  the  nee  of  what  yoa  hear  me  presoribo 
often  as  Sartin's  mixtare  (although  I  cannot  vouch  that  the  form* 
via  is  exactly  his),  which  is  sligbtly  laxative,  contains  magaeeia 
and  iron,  as  follows:  6,.  Magnesiro  solphaL  I),  ferri  sulpb.  Z], 
acid,  eulph.  aromai  3iy,  tinct.  gent  ^j,  aquie  ad.  ^ij.  Sig.  One 
teaspoonful  after  meals. 

A  moment  more  may  be  profitably  spent  in  ooDsidering  the 
elemente  in  the  diagnosis  in  this  case.  The  onlyothu-  affections 
for  which  this  could  be  mistaken  are,  erysipelas,  eczema,  aod 
nrticaria.  In  erysipelas  the  eruption  would  be  more  diffoaed 
and  confluent,  and  not  in  the  form  of  circles  and  separate  patches; 
the  sarfooe  would  be  more  red  and  shiny,  here  it  is  pinkiab;  it 
would  have  made  greater  progress  in  three  days,  and  there  woald 
be  more  heat  in  the  part,  with,  probably,  conetitntional  distorb- 
ance;  she  appears  to  have  none.  Were  it  eczema,  itching  would 
be  present  to  a  greater  degree,  there  woold  be  exudation,  either 
in  or  on  the  skin,  some  nnevennesa  of  sorfaoe,  and  the  eruption 
would  not  thus  entirely  disappear  on  pressore.  Urticaria  would 
likewise  give  more  itching,  would  certainly  have  afTected  other 
parte  of  the  body  as  well,  and  its  elements  would  have  been  more 
transitory,  the  individual  efflorescences  of  ortaoaria  are  very  short 
lived,  these  have  been  constant;  ortioaria  is  mote  elevated  Mid 
its  wheals  mote  irregolar  in  shape.  I  know  of  nothing  in  syphi- 
lis with  which  this  could  be  confounded,  and  acne  rosacea,  which 
exists  in  the  minds  of  some  as  simply  an  erythematous  disease, 
not  present  this  history;  it  seldom  attacks  the  forehead  alone,  is 
of  a  deeper  hue,  and  presents  either  true  acne  elements  or  en- 
larged blood  vessels. 

(Non. — The  patient  retnmed  after  four  days,  with  all  traces 
of  the  eruption  vanished;  no  other  treatment  was  employed,  in- 
ternal or  external.) 

Case  VI. — Artificial  Ectema  <^  forehead,  caused  by  an  irritating 
Jiat  lining. — The  case  of  this  patient,  J.  S.,  aged  twenty-seven,  is 
vorth  noticing  as  an  instanee  of  the  local  irritation  going  on, 
even  to  in  inflammation  of  the  skin  (dermatitis),  and  ending  in 
eczema,  from  agencies  which  are  seldom  looked  for.  This  man 
for  ten  months  has  had  an  eruption  across  the  forehead,  just 
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where  the  band  of  the  hat  presses;  it  began  with  the  wearing  of 
a  certain  new  hat,  and  has  remained  pretty  much  the  same  ever 
BiDce.  Here  ie  a  band  of  red,  itchy  akin,  about  an  inch  in  width, 
which  you  can  see  is  infiltrated,  because  it  presents  some  eleva- 
tion, but  which  is  mors  evident  on  pinching  a  fol4  of  it  between 
the  thumb  and  finger,  and  comparing  it  with  a  similar  portion  of 
healthy  skin  from  about  the  same  region,  the  difference  being 
very  striking.  We  have  here  now  all  the  elements  of  chronic 
eczema;  he  further  tells  us  that  it  "  waters  "  at  times,  meaning, 
of  coarse,  that  there  is  exudation  when  it  is  irritated;  and  this 
patch  had  ita  origin  in  the  local  irritaUon  of  the  hat-band,  poasi- 
bty  from  the  dye,  possibly  from  some  fault  in  the  tanning  pro- 
cess, but,  from  the  fact  of  the  rarity  of  such  oases,  and  from  the 
persistency  of  the  disease,  I  euu  justified,  I  think,  in  calling  it  no 
longer  an  artificial  dermatitis,  but  an  eczema. 

He  will  receive  the  following  ointment,  with  directions  to  rub 
it  firmly  into  the  part,  night  and  morning;  first  with  the  fingers, 
and  later  on  with  a  bit  of  tlainel,  as  the  akin  gets  accustomed  to 
it,  and  to  keep  the  surface  coated  with  the  ointment  as  much  of 
the  time  as  possible:  B^.  Liquoria  picis  alkalin.  3j,  zinci.  oxidi.  3j, 
"Ung.  aquEB.  Boss.  %  M.  We  will  direct  him  also  to  line  his 
bat  with  old  linen. — Archives  of  Dermatology. 

Total  Destbcction  op  orb  Ltjso. — Dr.  J.  Dowling,  of  Tippe- 
rary,  reports  the  case  of  a  girl  aged  eighteen,  who  until  within  a 
few  weeks  of  her  death  had  been  a  domestic  with  a  farmer,  who, 
she  stated,  knocked  her  down  and  kicked  her.  To  this  she  at- 
tributed her  illness,  which  was  characterized  by  a  "  drs^ng  " 
pain  in  the  side  of  the  chest,  lassitude  and  debility.  Her  case 
was  diagnosticated  as  one  of  pleuritic  effiision,  and  after  some 
time  she  was  sent  to  hospital.  She  was  then  able  to  walk  about 
the  ward,  but  with  a  languid  air  and  a  feeble  step.  For  two  or 
three  weeks  before  death  she  was  oonllned  to  her  bed;  dyspnoea 
increased,  her  face  became  somewhat  livid,  and  she  lay  upon  her 
back.  On  post-mortem  examination  it  was  found  that  the  right 
lung  bad  been  entirely  destroyed,  and  the  space  formerly  occu- 
pied by  it  was  filled  with  purulent  fluid.  Tha  former  connection 
of  the  lung  with  the  heart  was  marked  by  a  semi-oartilaginous 
substance  not  more  than  two  ounces  in  weight.  Some  serous 
effusion  was  found  in  the  left  pleural  cavity,  but  the  lung  ap- 
peared healthy.    The  heart  was  of  normal  size.    There  was  no 
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frflctare  of  the  ribe,  aor  were  there  any  marls  of.  violence  on  the 
girl  when  she  was  first  seen  hy  her  physician.  Farther  investi- 
gation was  prevented.  Th€  case  is  interesting  from  the  fact  that 
life  was  maintained  antil  all  bat  the  whole  of  one  long  was  coq- 
Terted  into  pu6,  which  was  confined  in  th^thorax;  and  also  that 
no  hemorrhage  had  taken  place,  while  death  from  sadden  hem- 
orrhage might  have  been  anticipated.  The  tatter  fact,  Dr.  D. 
thinks,  seems  to  show  that  the  process  of  supporation  is  sufficient 
to  occlnde  even  vessels  of  the  largest  calibre. — BrUiak  Medicai 
Journal. 

Excision  op  the  TJvdla  and  Tohsilb. — Mr.  Sampson  Oamagee, 
r.R.C.S.,  in  an  article  npon  the  neglect  of  minor  surgical  opera- 
tions, says:  "  The  elongated  nvula  which  troubles  many  orators 
and  vocal  artists,  grows  longer  and  more  tronblesome  in  spite  of 
astringent  lozenges  and  gargles.  Its  removal  at  just  length,  with 
s  pair  of  scissors,  is  as  nearly  painless  as  can  be  possibly  con- 
ceived, and  is  a  lasting  source  of  comfort.  But  of  all  conditions 
in  which  the  superior  economy  of  operative  interference  over 
miscalled  palliative  is  demonstrable,  none  is  so  striking  as  chronic 
enlargement  of  the  tonsils.  Many  children  with  pale  facee  and 
depressed  chests,  who  speak  thickly  and  snore  in  their  sleep, 
have  big,  sohd  tonsils,  which  nearly  tonch  in  the  middle  line.  It 
is  beautiful  to  watch,  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  days,  the  cheeks 
becoming  rosy  and  plump,  and  the  chest  expanding,  after  excision 
of  the  tonsils  with  the  simple  throat-guillotine,  which  in  children 
and  adults  is  one  of  the  most  asefal  yet  insufficiently  practiced 
operations.  Doubtless  the  great  question  is  when  to  interfere 
and  when  to  abstain.  That  can  only  be  solved  by  well-balanced 
judgment,  based  on  ample  information,  neither  stimulated  by 
ambition  for  dexterous  display  nor  checked  by  diffidence,  which 
so  frequently  proclaims  itself  as  the  labored  outcome  of  philo- 
sophical caution,  when  it  is  in  reality  the  natural  of&pring  of 
constitutional  indecision. — Louisville  Medical  News. 

Treatment  or  the  Vomitino  of  Pkeonanci  by  Mbohanical  Ap- 
pliances TO  the  Oa  TJtbei. — Some  time  since  the  attention  of  the 
profession  was  called  to  a  method  of  arresting  the  sickness  of 
pregnancy  by  dilating  moderately  the  os  uterL  The  effect  of 
dilatation  was  brought  to  light  through  its  application  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  on  abortion.    It  was  discovered  that  the 
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TomitiBg  ceased  ouder  these  eirCam  stances,  and  gestation  con- 
tinned  undiatarbed.  To  explain  the  phenomenon  variona  sog- 
gestiona  were  made,  one  of  which  was  that  "  dilatation  of  the 
neck  detaches  the  membraQee  over  a  certain  apace,  and  prevents 
the  twitebings  or  distention  of  the  internal  orifice."  A  French 
obstetrician  alleges  that  he  baa  obtained  the  same  resnlta  from 
the  simple  apphcation  of  a  ping  or  wadding  to  the  vagina,  which 
acts,  be  supposes,  by  "preventing  the  shaking  abont  of  the 
womb."  Bather  a  fanciful  explanation,  we  should  my.  A  more 
rational  sapposition  will  suggest  itself  to  most  minds,  namely: 
the  principle  of  counter-irritation— the  same  principle  which  ena- 
bles a  blister  on  the  surface  of  the  body,  ander  certain  circum- 
stances of  nervous  escitemeut  and  wakefalness,  to  act  as  an  ano- 
dyne and  induce  sleep. — Pacific  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 

Salicylic  Acid  in  Otobbhiea  (ie  Mouueitient  Medical,  Novem- 
ber 20, 1675). — M.  Van  Stock  has  seen  cases  of  cbronio  otorrhoea, 
which  had  resisted  all  otlier  topical  agents,  yield  as  if  by  magic 
on  the  employment  of  salicylic  acid.  He  is  inclined  to  attribute 
this  ancoess  to  the  anti-fermentative  propertiea  of  the  acid,  which 
is  more  active  than  carbolic  acid,  without  poaeessing  the  disa- 
greeable and  penetrating  odor  of  the  latter;  neither  does  it  inter- 
fere with  the  gTEinnlation  and  cicatrization  of  wounds.  He  U8e» 
a  four  per  cent,  solation,  and  recommends  it  particularly  for  use 
by  the  patient  in  those  cases  which  can  only  be  visited  occaaion- 
ally. 

Bacteria  and  Septicemia. — In  an  elaborate  experimental  pa- 
per {Neu}  York  Medical  Record),  Dr.  T.  E.  Satterthwaite  arrives 
at  the  following  conclusions: 

1.  Bacteria  ore  certain  vegetable  orgonisme  which  belong 
probably  to  the  algse;  tliey  are  found  abundantly  in  nature,  but 
chiefly  where  there  is  moisture. 

2.  They  exist  in  the  body  in  health,  covering  the  mucous 
membranes  from  the  mouth  to  the  anus,  and  sometimes  appear 
to  penetrate  a  certain  distance  into  the  system,  without  causing 
symptoms  of  disease. 

3.  They  also  exist  in  putrefying  fluids,  And  in  various  disease- 
processes,  occurring  in  hot  and  cold  abscesses,  in  the  blebs  of 
erysipelas,  and  in  simple  blisters. 

4.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  virulent  principle  of  infective 
diseases  is  albuminous. 

Vol.  Xm.— So  IL-M. 
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5.  Thii  principle  does  not  reside  in  the  perfectly  dear  fluid 
that  passes  tbroagh  porons  clay.  In  putrid  infections  flnids  this 
appears  to  be  certain.  The  poison  is  rendered  less  virulent  by 
repeated  filtrations  through  common  filter  paper. 

6.  The  virulent  princijde  may  be  boiled  for  hoois,  filtered 
nnmbera  of  times  in  the  ordinary  way,  boiled  with  alcohol,  and 
again  filtered  and  dried,  and  jet  the  watery  extract  of  snch  a  dry 
residne  will  produce  septic  symptoms.  It  is  therefore  soluble,  or 
at  least  suspended,  in  water. 

7.  The  liquid  which  is  thus  poisonous  may  be  clear  to  the 
eye,  but  contains  granules  under  the  microscope. 

8.  These  granules  have  not  produced  bacteria  in  a  aomber  of 
instances  when  they  were  placed  in  a  suitable  condition  to  do  so. 

9.  We  cannot,  therefore,  feel  that  satisfactory  evidence  bas 
been  brought  to  show  that,  in  any  of  the  diseases  or  processes 
emiaieraled,  minute  organisms  are  the  sole  and  sufBoient  causes 
of  disease. 

An  Agreeable  Cathabtic  (Berlinttr  Klin.  Woehenschrift  No.  41, 
1875). — Dr.  Paul  Reich  has  been  using  during  the  past  year  a 
"tinclnra  rhamni  &angulfe"  (buckthorn),  which  he  finds  an 
agreeable  form  of  administration  of  the  cathartic,  and  one  that 
is  particularly  appropriate  to  cases  in  which  it  has  to  be  taken 
for  a  prolonged  period.  The  usual  dose  of  his  tincture  is  two 
teaspooofnls  at  night,  but  in  some  coses  one  suGBces,  causing  a 
pnltaceouB  stool  the  following  morning.  If  a  larger  quantity  is 
needed,  he  gives  as  much  as  four  tedspoonfuls;  if  this  does  not 
act,  he  desists  from  the  administration  of  the  drug. 

Mile  Kept  bt  Chlorofobu. — That  milk  con  be  kept 'sweet  by 
the  addition  of  a  little  chloroform,  is  a  suggestion  for  which  we 
have  to  thank  J.  P.  Barnes,  of  London.  When  added  in  sofB- 
cient  quantity  to  fresh  milk,  the  lactic  fermentation  is  prevented. 
To  two-eight  fluid  ounces  of  fresh  milk  were  added,  respectively, 
ten  and  twenty  minims  of  chloroform;  they  were  kept  in  a  warm 
place  and  constantly  agitated.  After  five  days  had  elapsed,  that 
containing  ten  minims  had  developed  lactic  acid  in  quantity 
sufficient  to  separate  the  ceesein,  while  that  containing  twenty  re- 
mained fresh  and  good.  It  might  be  found  convenient  to  pre- 
serve milk  in  this  manner;  always  taking  care  to  boil  it  just  before 
using,  in  order  to  drive  off  the  chloroform. — Ex. 
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BHBtHA-nc  Fever  and  rra  Tbb&tment. —  it  a  recent  meeting 
of  the  British  Medical  Association  at  Edinburgh,  Dr.  Jamea 
-Johnston  brought  forward  for  consideration  with,  regard  to  the 
causation  of  rheumatic  fever,  the  non  conversion  of  starchy  food 
into  glnoose  in  consequence  of  irritation  from  improper  food  or 
from  exposare  to  cold  and  damp,  and  the  conversion  in  the  cieoam 
of  the  undigested  etarch  into  lactid  acid,  which  being  absorbed 
produced  the  phenomena  of  the  disease.  In  regard  to  the  treat- 
ment to  be  observed  he  advocated  the  use  of  bi-carbonate  of  soda, 
given  in  enema,  instead  of  potash.  In  twenty  cases  so  treated 
the  temperatare  had  gone  down  to  below  the  normal  state  ia  the 
■course  of  seven  days.  In  a  preceding  paper  Dr.  Rnsaell  Rey- 
nolds had  shown  bow  early  rehef  had  been  obtained,  not  only 
from  pain,  but  &om  the  abnormal  heat  by  the  use  of  the  tinc- 
ture of  the  perchloride  of  iron,  forty-four  per  cent  of  £rst  attacks 
being  convalescent  within  the  first  week,  whilst  of  those  in  the 
second,  third,  or  fourth  attacks,  forty-two  per  cent,  recovered 
within  the  same  period.  In  the  discussion  that  followed  the  read- 
ing of  Dr.  Johnston's  paper,  Dr.  Long  Fox,  of  Bristol,  stated 
ihat  be  was  more  content  with  the  practice  of  frequent  blistering 
of  the  joints  than  he  was  with  anything  else,  especially  when  this 
was  combined  with  the  use  of  alkalies.  Mr.  Meacham,  who  could 
speak  from  experience,  believed  that  carbonate  of  soda  was  one 
of  the  very  best  remedies  we  have  in  medicine  for  rheumatic  fevar 
or  rheumatism.  He  would  not  have  any  objection  to  take  two 
drachms  of  corbonate  of  soda  at  any  time  when  he  suspected  an 
Attack  was  approaching.— frit.  Med.  Jour. 

Stfhiutio  iMFBonoit  BT  TBB  Seukk. — lu  the  year  1867,  X.  con- 
tracted six  sores  upon  bis  glons  penis,  which  he  waa  informed 
were  chancroids  by  his  surgeon  (not  the  writer).  These,  be  says, 
were  readily  healed,  and  have  left  no  visible  evidence  of  their 
existence.  Last  January  he  first  appUed  to  me  for  the  treatment 
of  a  general  feeling  of  malaise,  and  I  at  once  suspected  syphilis, 
knowing  that  his  habits  had  been  loose;  his  countenance  was  of 
a  pale,  dirty,  yellowish  tinge.  I  pat  him,  however,  simply  upon 
a  tonic  of  fron  and  gentian,  and  he  immediately  felt  better.  In 
about  two  weeks  a  syphilitic  eruption  began  to  show  beneath  the 
-epidermis,  and  I  gave  him  the  mixed  treatment,  which  held  the 
omption  from  farther  development  and  finally  dispelled  it;  but 
there  followed  mucous  patches  in  the  mouth,  fauces  and  naeal 
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passages.  He  is  positive  that  he  has  not  had  an  abrasioo,  or  an^ 
disease  on  the  penis  since  the  year  1867;  at  preaent  he  ib  appar- 
ently cared. 

Ab  Boon  as  he  came  nnder  my  care  I  warned  him  very  partio- 
nlarly  aboat  the  chances  of  communicating  bis  diseaae  to  his 
wife,  telling  him  that  his  semen  might  infect  her.  He  said  he 
should  use  every  precaution,  bat  he  failed  to  do  so  on  one  occa- 
sion, and  just  four  weeks  subsequently  I  fonnd  her  with  four 
chancres  upon  the  labia  minora,  and,  from  the  pain  produced  at 
the  internal  os  by  the  application  of  the  uterine  sound  I  jadged 
of  the  presence  there  of  another  chancre.  Secondary  symptoms 
followed  in  her  case,  with  macous  patches  of  month  and  nares, 
which  have  yielded  to  a  mixed  treatment.  I  shall  make  no  com- 
ments upon  the  case.  The  above  are  the  facts,  and  the  resolt,  I 
think,  has  borne  out  the  diagnosis. — Smiih  in  Arckiuts  of  Derm- 
otology. 

Rsr&iHED  Placenta. — In  reference  to  some  cases  of  retained 
placenta  that  had  been  treated  by  forcible  removal,  which  he 
regards  aa  a  dangerous  practice,  Dr.  Lineard,  of  Caen,  calls  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  many  years  ago  he  published  a  simple 
procedure,  which  be  has  always  found  as  effectual  as  it  is  safe 
and  easy,  and  which  is  also  a  very  efficacious  means  for  the  pre- 
TentioD  of  after-pains  and  uterine  hemorrhage.  It  consists  in  the 
injection  of  the  nmbilical  vein  with  cold  water.  A  clean  section 
should  first  be  made,  so  as  to  shorten  the  cord,  which  should  not 
be  more  than  from  twenty  to  thirty  centimetres  in  length.  A 
syringe,  containing  at  least  150  grammes,  and  having  long  fixed 
canala,  should  be  employed.  The  colder  the  water  need,  the  less 
is  the  quantity  that  need  be  injected,  so  that  while  150  gramme» 
suffice  at  the  ordinary  temperature  of  winter,  twice  or  thrice  as 
much  may  be  required  in  summer. — Gaz.  dea  Hop. 

Db.  Ldtland,  in  Tkene  de  Paris,  concludes  that  vaginismus  is 
always  symptomatic.  It  is  a  common  afiFecuon,  which  manifests 
itself  chiefly  after  the  first  sexual  congress.  Vaginismus  ie  often 
allied  to  dysmenorrhoea,  and  to  the  troubles  of  general  innerva- 
tion. It  is  always  oorable,  the  care  being  easier  if  the  malady 
is  recent  ^  the  obstacle  which  it  offers  to  the  accomplishment 
of  sexual  functions,  vaginismus  is  a  frequent  cause  of  sterility. 
The  treatment  of  vaginismas  is  simple — cauterization  and  dilata- 
tion ore  the  principal  meani 
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Abortion  ik  Japan. — Accordiog  to  Hofman  (Contribations  of 
tiie  QemiaD  Society  for  Sociology  and  Ethnology,  Yokohama, 
1875)  induced  abortion  ie  not  permitted  by  law  in  Japan,  and 
those  gailty  of  producing  the  eome  are  disgraced.  It  is  met  with 
in  those  unlawfully  pregnant  and  among  the  lower  classes,  and 
is  induced  by  women  especially  fitted  for  the  purpose.  A  piece 
of  the  root  of  the  aokyrandee  aspera  a  foot  in  length  is  introduced 
into  the  uterus  between  its  walls  and  the  envelope  of  the  fetus, 
and  is  allowed  to  remain  horn  one  to  two  days.  The  root  is  first 
covered  with  musk,  which  is  also  administered  internally.  Suc- 
cess always  attends  this  procedure.  An  iDtrodnctioD  of  a  piece 
of  silk  impregnated  with  musk  Is  also  occasioDally  resorted  to. 
Sometimes  even  the  forcible  introduction  of  a  sharp  piece  of 
bamboo  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  is  heard  of,  but  is  generally 
fatal  in  ite  results.  The  most  favorable  time  is  during  the  fourth 
and  fifth  months  of  pregnancy. 

Babe  Case  of  Vaccination. — Dr.  A.  Muller  reports  a  case 
{OazMte  Obntelricale)  of  a  child  aged  thirteen  months,  vaccinated 
on  the  9tb  of  July.  At  the  time  it  was  perfectly  healthy.  Two 
days  later  measles  declared  itself.  All  trace  of  the  vaccmatiou 
totally  disappeared.  On  July  17th,  eight  days  after  the  date  of 
vaccination,  when  the  symptoms  of  measles  were  disappearing, 
an  inflammatory  areola  was  discerned  round  the  points  where 
Tacclnation  had  been  performed,  and  from  this  date  the  progress 
of  the  vaccination  was  normal. 

How  LoNQ   HAT  TEE  EfFIOAOT   OF  VaCOINATION   BE  BeLIEP  OH. — 

Dr.  Binkered  {Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter)  says: 
"  Jenner  taught  that  protection  by  vaccination  was  life-long.  It 
did  not  require  the  observations  of  half  a  century  to  disprove 
this  statement  of  the  great  discoverer.  The  question  '  How  long  ?' 
can  not  with  certainty  be  answered.  It  is  generally  agreed  by  all 
observing  members  of  the  profession  that  protection  by  thorough 
vaccination  is  for  a  few  years  certainly  reliabla  It  is  highly 
probable  that  one  person  may  be  protected  by  vaccination  for  a 
longer  time  than  another  person  of  equally  distinct  cicatrix.  The 
range  of  susceptibility  to  any  contagion  is  very  wide  in  the  hu- 
man famUy.  One  individual  will  contract  disease,  while  another 
equally  exposed  will  escape  with  immunity.  It  is  certainly  safe  to 
vaccinate  indiscriminately  every  five  years,  or  oftener  if  the  dls- 
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aase  prerails.  At  least  make  the  effort.  'Beat  Bafetj  lies  ia  fear.' 
But  aince  specific  disease  enters  so  largely  into  the  catalogue  ot 
hnman  ills,  we  ^ahesitatingly  commend  the  employmcDt  of  ani- 
mal vaccine  viras.  We  have  repeatedly  vaccinated  iDdlvidoaU 
well  advanced  in  years  and  obtained  S  typical  veaicle,  though 
numerous  efforts  had  failed  in  the  same  person  in  yeara  gone  by, 
BObsequent  to  vacuinatiOQ  in  early  life." 

A  HoRRmLE  Labob. — The  Allgemcine  Medidnmhe  Centrtd-Zei- 
tung  quotes  the  following  remarkable  case  from  Warsaw.  At 
the  railway  station  of  WoloBchin,  the  duties  of  signaller  were 
performed  by  a  woman,  who  was  in  an  advanced  stage  of  preg- 
nancy. About  five  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  November  24tfa,  a 
train  was  approaching,  and  the  woman  went  on  the  line  to  make 
the  signals.  3he  was  probably  seized  with  labor-pains  as  the 
train  approached;  for  a  few  hours  later  aome  laborers  found  her 
body  literally  cut  in  two,  the  upper  part  being  completely  smashed, 
while  in  the  sand  at  the  sidu  of  the  rails  lay  a  child,  living  and 
crying,  but  quite  uninjured.  At  the  examination  it  was  decided 
that  the  birth  of  the  child  must  have  taken  place  after  the  deaUi 
of  the  mother,  or  white  she  was  dying. 

A  Case  of  Triplets. — Dr.  J.  B.  Bobertson  {Pacijic  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journd)  reports  such  a  case.  He  saya:  "The  doctor 
being  called  at  9  p.m.,  October  15tb,  found  Mrs.  L.  apparently  in 
labor,  but  with  a  loss  of  power  of  uterine  contraction  amoonting 
very  nearly  to  inertia  of  the  uterus.  He  gave  ergot  in  fifteen- 
grain  doses  every  half  hour  until  the  womb  regained  its  power 
of  contraction.  The  triplets  were  born  the  next  day.  They  were 
all  females;  weight  as  follovrs:  6^  lbs.,  6^  lbs.,  6  tba.:  total,  18 
lbs.  We  estimated  the  total  weight  which  the  patient  carried  to 
be  about  thirty  pounds,  including  the  anniotio  fluid,  etc  A  point 
worthy  of  notice  is  the  presentations,  all  being  of  the  bead,  the 
vertex  of  each  child  presenting.  Another  noteworthy  point  has 
relation  to  the  placenta,  which  I  had  the  opportunity  of  examin- 
ing. There  were  two  placentas,  the  larger  having  one  umbilical 
cord,  which  the  doctor  says  wdl  attached  to  the  first  child.  The 
smaller  had  two  cords  attached.  The  two  placentse  were  con- 
nected by  narrow,  irregularly  shaped  placental  lobes,  together 
with  lamellated  albuminous  tissue.  The  placental  blood-vessels 
could  also  be  distinctly  observed  running  from  one  placenta  to 
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the  other.  There  were  three  eeperate  membranes  or  bags  of 
water,  each  of  which  required  to  be  raptured.  Mrs.  L.  felt  con- 
siderable ezhaasted  after  tabor,  but  did  well,  and  was  soon  able 
to  attend  to  household  duties.  She  had  only  the  nsiial  amount 
of  flooding,  which,  I  believe,  is  e]£ceptional,  as  it  is  stated  by 
most  obstetrical  writers  that '  hemorrhage  is  always  to  be  sus- 
pected in  plural  births.'  The  after-pains  lasted  twenty  hours  and 
were  quite  severe  at  first.  Nov.  24tb,  the  three  little  girts  ara 
living,  and  seem  to  be  healtby  children." 

Silicate  of  Potash  in  the  Treatment  of  ERrsiPELAS. — P.  F. 
da  Costa  Alvarenza  recommends  that  this  fluid  should  be  applied 
once  or  aewal  times  daily  with  a  camel-hair  brush  to  the  af- 
fected part,  either  in  the  pure  state  or  diluted  in  various  pro- 
joriions  with  water,  as  1  to  4  or  1  to  11.  The  more  conoeu- 
trated  the  solution  the  more  rapid  the  cure.  The  author  has  ap- 
plied it  to  forty-eight  cases  in  Lisbon  and  in  seven  at  Rio  Janeiro, 
and  considers  it  to  be  the  most  effective  as  well  as  the  most  eco- 
nomical remedy  that  can  be  employed.  According  to  UUersper- 
ger  it  has  been  already  employed  to  a  oonsiderable  extent  in  Ger- 
many. Especially  also  as  an  injection  in  catarrh  of  the  blad- 
der.—(7en(.,/.  d.  Chir. 


Q-LEANINaS. 


Professor  H.  C.  Wood  gives  a  clinical  lecture  upon  opium 
poisoning  in  the  Medical  Times.  He  makes  a  suggestion  for  an 
extemporized  stomach  pump,  which  is  worth  quoting:  "Pass  the 
end  of  a  piece  of  gum  tubing,  three  or  four  feet  in  length,  into 
the  patient's  stomach,  pour  water  into  the  tube  until  it  and  the 
stomach  are  full,  and  then  drop  the  fore-end  so  as  to  make  a 
siphon.  In  this  way  the  stomach  may  be  washed  out  by  alter- 
nate filling  and  emptying."  He  recommends,  in  deficient  respi- 
ration, "  urging  the  patient  to  breathe  by  vehement  commands 
shouted  in  the  ear  ;  and  it  is  really  astonishing  how  great  ao 
effect  this  may  have.  I  have  seen  deep  inspiration  follow  such 
orders  in  one  apparently  unconscious."    Dr.  Wood  denies  the 
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asserted  antagonism  between  atropia  and  opinm,  bnt  aajs,  "  Atro- 
pia  should  be  used,  not  as  an  antidote,  bat  as  a  remedy  when  the 
respiration  is  failing,  precisely  as  alcohol  is  used  when  the  circn- 
lation  is  failing."  When  the  respirations  go  down  to  fonr  or  five 
in  the  minute,  he  administers  atropia — one  thirtieth  of  a  grain 
hypodermicollj.  If  the  breathing  progressiTelj  increases,  he  is 
content,  if  not,  he  exhibits  one-sixtieth  grain  ever;  half  honr 
until  the  effect  is  produced,  or  until  the  dilatation  of  the  pnpil 
warns  as  to  desist.  "The  golden  rule  is,  give  the  least  possible 
quantity  that  will  produce  the  desired  effeoL"  He  never  saw  any 
good  effects  from  the  employment  of  cofTee  as  an  antidote,  bnt 
thinks  there  may  be  benefit  from  cofferia  as  a  cerebal  stimulant, 
especially  as  an  adjunct  to  the  phrenic  stimolant,  ^tax>pia.  He 
denies  the  value  of  galvanism,  (except  in  the  form  of  the  "wire 
brush  "),  as  an  aid  to  re-establish  the  breathing,  bnt  commands 
especially  the  resort  to  artificial  respiration  when  the  natural 
functions  foil. 

Dr.  Williamson,  of  Edinburgh,  reports  very  favorably  of  the 
hemostatic  power  of  ergot  in  hoemoptisis.  In  forty-foor  oat  of 
fifty  cases  it  rapidly  arrested  all  bleeding.  He  gives  forty  min- 
ims of  the  fluid  extract  at  intervals,  varying  from  thirty  minutes 
to  two  hours. 

Dr.  Robert  Bell,  of  Glasgow,  commends  the  use  the  iodide  of 
silver  in  hooping  cough.  He  nsee  the  eighth  of  a  grain,  thrice 
daily,  in  children,  and  finds,  in  one  hundred  cases,  a  cure  of  the 
disease  in  four  to  six  weeks.  "I  would  urge  all  to  give  this  prep- 
aration a  fair  and  lengthy  trial  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease, 
as  I  am  convinced  that  in  it  we  have  a  most  valuable  therapeotic 
agent." 

Dr.  Alfred  Meadows,  in  the  Obstelrical  Journal  of  December, 
discusses  the  diagnosis  of  the  curable  forms  of  fibroid  tumors  of 
the  uterus.  He  calls  attention  to  pain  as  an  indication  of  a  sub- 
peritoneal growth,  while  hemorrhage  points  to  an  interstitial  or 
sub-mucouB  tumor.  He  regards  these  two  symptoms  as  pathog- 
nomonic as  to  the  seat  of  the  tumor.  "  The  curability  of  a  fibroid 
tumor  of  the  uterus  will,  in  the  main,  depend  apon  its  position 
quoad  the  uterine  walls;  for  instances,  if  the  growth  has  originated 
in  the  wall  of  the  nterns,  immediately  under  its  mucous  surface, 
and  has  grown  into  the  uterine  cavity,  either  in  a  sessible  or 
pedunculate  form;  then  we  say  that  it  is  distinctly  of  the  cura- 
ble class;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  growth  began  near  the  peri- 
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toneal  snrface,  &nd,  aa  it  grew,  projected  more  aod  more  into  the 
abdominal  cavity,  then  we  eay,  thongh  not,  perhaps,  with  equal 
trath,  that  it  is  of  the  incurable  clssa."  Dyapltuiement  of  the 
cervix  in  any  given  direction  indicates  a  growth  in  the  opposite 
direction.  A  tamor  in  the  posterior  wall  displaces  the  cervix 
entirely,  etc.  A  tumor  entirely  within  the  aterus,  being  central, 
does  not  displace  the  cervix.  A  closed  oa,  with  a  small,  perhaps 
Dormal-sized  cervix,  and  with  no  abnormal  change  of  its  consist- 
ence, are,  in  bis  experience,  almost  fatal  indications  of  incora- 
bUity.  The  larger  the  growth  and  the  less  the  changes  in  the  os 
and  cervix  the  more  hopeless  the  case  is.  A  dilated  os  is  pro 
tanlo  a  favorable  indication  of  a  curable  case,  and  the  converse  is 
almost  equally  true.  The  larger  the  cervix  the  more  favorable 
the  case,  and,  conversely,  a  small,  healthy  cervix  defies  inter- 
ference—a large  one  invites  it.  A  fibroid  in  the  posterior  lip  of 
the  cervix  is  vastly  more  frequent  than  in  the  interior.  The 
softer,  more  fleshy,  elastic  and  tense  the  cervix,  the  more  likely 
is  the  tumor  removable.  The  sound  determines  the  length  of  the 
uterine  cavity,  and  also  the  extent  to  which  a  sub-mucous  fibroid 
bulges  into  the  cavity. 

Of  the  treatment  by  hypodermic  ergot,  be  speaks  well:  "I 
cannot  say  that  I  have  actually  seen  tumors  of  this  sort  entirely 
disappear,  but  I  have  certainly  seen  them  reduced  considerably 
in  size,  and  become  practically  inert"  The  most  satisfactory 
I'esults  have  been  in  cases  of  small  tumors  and  those  of  a  soft 
and  semi-cedemateous  kind.  To  hope  for  success  with  ergot,  there 
ought  to  be  plenty  of  hemorrhage,  or  other  discharges,  and  in- 
creased size  of  the  utems,  with  elongation  of  its  cavity. 

Of  the  surgical  treatment  to  get  on  to  the  tumor,  if  the  cervix 
be  thin,  small,  free  from  disease  and  quite  uninvaded  by  the  tumor, 
dilatation  is  best.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  cervix  is  large  and 
thick,  if  the  tumor  has  invaded  it,  then  the  cervix  shoilld  be 
divided,  as  tents  are  of  little  avail  and  endanger  inflammation. 
When  once  we  have  reached  the  tumor,  the  capsule  should  be 
broken  down  with  the  finger.  As  a  general  rule,  in  cases  of  this 
sort,  when  the  capsule  is  pierced,  the  detachment  of  the  tumor  is 
very  easy,  the  whole  growth  may  be  shelled  out  from  its  bed.  If 
this  cannot  be  entirely  effected,  we  may  safely  trust  ergot  to  ac- 
complish onr  purpose. 

lu  the  after  treatment,  care  must  be  used  against  three  pos- 
sible consequences.    First,  hemorrhage  by  plugging  with  cotton, . 
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inpregnated  vith  carbolic  dieiiifect&nt,  aod,  if  astringent  is 
needed,  matico.  Secondly,  inflammation,  by  frequent  email  doses 
ot  opinm,  and  constant  use  of  linseed  and  landannm  pooltice, 
with  firm  binder  over  the  uterus.  Thirdly,  ecpticEemia,  by  injec- 
tion oft  carbolized  water,  and  constant  use  of  vaginal  pessary, 
containing  one  grain  of  carbolic  acid. 

A  correspondent  of  the  British  Medical  Journal  states  that  he 
bos  under  bie  observation  a  girl,  two  years  old,  who  has  men- 
strnated  regularly  for  some  time.  She  is  in  perfect  health,  and 
her  courses,  which  are  in  every  respect  natural  in  color,  occur 
every  month,  oansiug  her  much  discomfort  and  pain. 

Dr.  Kelly,  of  Pbiladelpbia,  reports  the  pout  mortem  delivery  of 
ft  living  child.  The  mother  had  died  before  his  arrival,  bnt  as 
the  foetal  heart  could  still  be  beard,  and  the  oa  was  dilatable,  he 
introduced  the  band  into  the  ntems,  and  delivered  by  version  a 
mature  child,  which  was  successfully  revived  and  afterwards  did 
well.  He  estimatep  the  time  elapsed  between  the  death  of  mother 
and  delivery  of  the  child  at  fifteen  minutes.  It  required  an  hour 
of  faithful  work  in  artificial  respiration  before  the  breathing  was 
satisfactorily  established. 

Br.  J.  B.  Sullivan  reports  a  case  of  nymphomania  cured  by 
excission  of  the  clitoroua,  after  the  manner  of  the  late  Mr.  Baker 
Brown,  of  London. 
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Hbdicu.  DuaKoaia  iTira  Spsciai.  BEncBKHca  to  Faicncu.  Mbsicike.  k 
guide  to  the  knowledge  and  discriminatioD  of  diB«aGB.  By  J.  H.  DaCoBt*, 
M.B.,  Frofessor  of  the  PiacUoe  of  Medicine  and  of  Clinical  Medicine,  at 
the  JeffeiBon  Medical  CoUege,  Philadelphia:  PhfBician  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania HoHpital;  Conenlting  Fhjaician  to  the  Children's  Hospital;  Fellow 
of  the  CoUege  of  PhysioiaDB,  etc.  Illustrated  vitb  engravinga  on  wood. 
Foartb  edition,  revised.     Fhilndetphia,  J.  P.  LippincoLt  k  Co.     187& 

Since  the  first  edition  of  this  work,  in  1861,  it  has  been  con- 
stantly gaining  in  public  favor,  so  that  the  last  two  editions  have 
been  rapidly  eshansted.  In  the  fourth  edition  numerous  addi- 
tions and  changes  have  been  made,  without,  however,  materially 
adding  to  the  size  of  the  work. 

For  advanced  students  and  practitioners  of  medicine  there  is 
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no  vork  on  medical  diagnoBis  more  valuable.  The  dietiogniBhed 
author.  Dr.  DaCosta,  is  too  well  known  to  the  profession  of 
America  to  require  commeDdation  at  our  hands.  The  work  may 
be  procured  at  publishers'  prices  at  Phillips  &  Crews,  Marietta 
street,  Atlanta,  Oeorgio. 

Thb  Bom  txa  rrs  Ailiuent8.     By  Oeorga  H.  NnpheTB,  A.M.,  M.D.     H.  C. 
Watta  k  Co.,  No.  1224  Cheatnnt  street,   Phitadelpbia,   Pa.     Book,  pp. 


This  is  a  new  work,  and,  as  the  author  expresses  it,  "Is  a 
hand-book  of  familiar  directioos  for  the  treatment  of  diseases 
and  injuries  in  both  children  and  adults."  It  treats  of  the  ana- 
tomical arrangement  of  the  body,  its  organs,  etc.,  and  la  illustrated 
by  over  one  hundred  engravings  and  colored  plates.  Several 
chapters  are  devoted  to  hygiene,  and  also  to  the  best  modes  of 
nursing,  etc.,  in  the  sick  room.  The  diseases  to  which  the  body 
ia  heir  are  explained  in  a  plain,  practical  way,  and  the  appli- 
ances for  injuries,  such  as  fractures,  dislocations,  etc.,  are  simple 
and  easily  understood.  It  is  a  candidate  for  popular  favor,  and 
will  doubtless  be  so  received. 

Tkanbactioiis  Medical  Society,  Disteict  of  CoLrsiBiA,  Jan.,  1876. 
Pamphlet,  pp.  91. 

Biographical  Sketch  or  John  B.  Jackson,  M.D.,  of  Danville,  Ey. 
By  J.  M.  Toner,  MLD.,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  L.  S.  Mo- 
Murtry,  M.I>.,  of  Danville,  Ey.     Pamphlet,  pp.  11. 

TiifNiTUB  Anmuu,  oh  Koibes  in  the  Eabs.  By  Laurence  TnrnbuUf 
Ph.G.,  M.D.    Pamphlet,  pp.  39. 

Akncal  Repobt  of  Thomas  P.  Jases,  Commissioner  of  AawcDLTOitE 
op  State  of  Obobqu.     1875.     Pamphlet,  pp.  180. 

Bemares  on  Chronic  Dysentery.    By  T.  Oaillard  Thomas,  M.D., 

Pamphlet,  pp.  10. 
WttDDUKOKN — Its  Baths  and  Mineral  Springs.     By  Dr.  A.  S1(8C- 

ker.    Pamphlet,  pp.  10. 

American  Association  fob  the  Cube  of  Inebriates.  Held  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn.     1875.    pp.  98. 
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OsoBoiA  State  Boabd  of  Health. — We  have  before  as  the 
Pirat  Annnal  Report  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia for  the  year  ending  October  12, 1875. 

While  we  expected  a  commencement  ef  the  important  labors 
confided  to  this  Board,  we  must  confess  to  surprise  at  the  amoant 
and  vatae  of  the  material  embodied  in  this  publication  of  215 
pages.  In  it  we  find  a  most  concise  and  able  exposition  of  the 
objects  and  labors  of  the  Board  is  the  report  of  Dr.  J.  G.  Thomas, 
the  Freeident,  to  the  Governor.  Kext,  a  highly  interesting  and 
practical  paper  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Board,  in 
which,  among  other  yalnable  suggestions  for  the  more  efficient 
working  of  the  Board,  we  find  local  or  county  boards  of  health 
recommended  as  a  means  of  completing  the  sanitary  organization 
of  the  State.  We  also  find  the  most  appropriate  and  forcible 
address  to  the  medical  profession,  ftx>m  the  special  committee  of 
which  Dr.  G.  B.  Nottingham  was  chairman;  most  admirably  cal- 
-cula^ted,  as  was  designed,  to  secure  the  indispensable  co-operatiou 
of  the  physicians  of  the  State.  We  also  have  embodied  the  re- 
ports  of  the  two  meetings  of  the  Board,  in  June  and  October, 
with  copies  of  the  various  forms  which  have  been  adopted  for  the 
returns  of  registration  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages,  with  a 
circular  of  instructions  to  Ordinaries,  and  a  partial  report  of 
vital  statistics  for  the  mont)i  of  August.  But  among  the  r^nlar 
reports  of  standing  and  special  committees,  we  find  the  most  im- 
posing array  of  ability  and  labor,  demonstrating  very  clearly  the 
wisdom  of  the  Governor  in  the  selection  of  the  members  of  the 
board.  Here  are  the  reports  of  the  Committees  on  Endemic,  Epi- 
demic and  contagious  diseases,  on  the  Hygiene  of  Schools,  on 
the  Influence  of  Trees  on  Health,  on  the  Sale  of  Poisons  and 
other  Articles  Detrimental  to  Health,  on  Prisons,  and  on  the 
most  EfiTectual  Means  of  Preventing  Small-Fox  in  Georgia.  We 
learn  from  the  secretary  of  the  board  that  the  interest  in  the 
health  law  is  gradually  and  decidedly  increasing,  and  that  be  is 
sanguine  of  receiving  reports  from  the  entire  State  in  a  short 
period,  except,  perhaps,  the  county  of  Irwin,  from  which  he  re- 
ceived the  following  communication : 

'•  Mr.  Taliafeebo— Ztear  Sir:  Your  very  kind  letter  and  pam- 
phlet have  been  received,  and  I  reply  for  your  information,  and 
to  let  you  know  my  inability  to  carry  out  said  law.     There  is  not 
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a  pbjsiciaQ  in  the  county,  nor  neitber  is  there  any  coroner  in  thfr 
count;,  and  the  citizens  of  the  county  will,  to  my  knowledge, 
take  no  interest  whatever  in  any  snch  lawa 

"  Now,  if  I  am  forced  to  carry  ont  the  letter  of  the  law,  my 
first  step  will  be  to  get  rid  of  my  office  the  best  and  qnickest 
^ay  possible.  The  reason  we  have  not  got  the  doctors  and 
ofQcers  is,  because  we  have  no  use  for  them,  and  of  conrse  such 
laws  will  be  an  injury  instead  of  a  benefit  to  this  county. 
YooF  obedient  servant, 

Wn-BT  Whitley, 
Ordinary  of  Irwin  County. 

We  regret  that  our  space  will  not  permit  us  to  do  more  than 
mention  the  able  report  to  the  Governor,  by  the  president  of  the 
board,  and  the  elaborate  and  excellent  reports  of  the  standing 
committees,  but  promise  in  our  nest  number  a  brief  review  of 
these  valuable  papers. 

If  the  board  cou  be  properly  sustained  by  the  medical  men  of 
the  State,  the  ordinaries,  upon  whom  absolutely  depend  the  sac- 
cess  of  the  meaaore,  will  gradually  fall  into  line,  and  discharge' 
the  duties  imposed  upon  them.  They  should,  doubtless,  aa  sug- 
gested in  this  report,  be  paid  some  adequate  compensatioQ  for 
their  services,  and  yet,  in  the  absence  of  any  provisions  of  this 
kind,  they  should  not  complain,  as  it  is  one  of  the  best  paid 
offices  in  the  oounties,  and  if  the  returns  are  promptly  recorded, 
and  the  reports  made  monthly  to  the  secretary  of  the  board,  the 
burden  will  not  prove  very  serious.  In  conclusion,  we  know  (st 
no  feature  of  our  State  Government  which  is  fraught  with  more 
real  and  substantial  value  to  the  people  of  the  State  than  the 
Health  Department,  if  liberally  fostered  by  the  Legislature,  and 
properly  sustained  by  the  medical  profession  and  those  to  whom 
have  been  entrusted  the  discharge  of  duties  connected  with  reg- 
istration. 

That  there  is  opposition  to  the  health  law  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  the  Legislature,  and  especially  that  portion  which  pro- 
vides for  registration,  cannot  be  denied,  and  it  is  within  the  limits- 
of  possibility  that  ignorance,  prejudice  and  demagogueism  may 
throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  its  execution  as  to  materially  retard, 
if  not  altogether  destroy,  its  successful  working,  but  in  any  event 
the  first  volume  of  Transactions,  to  which  we  have  already 
alluded,  freighted  as  it  is  with  the  results  of  labor,  talent  and  be- 
nevolence, cannot  be  blotted  out,  but  will  stand  as  a  monument 
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to  the  intelligenoe  and  philanthropy  of  those  who  concaivecl  and 
«xeont«d  this  plan  for  the  advancement  of  sanitorj  knowledge  in 
the  interest  of  hamanity. 

The  JEALonsiBS  and  Bickebikob  ik  the  Pbofbbsiom. — We  have 
jnst  received  the  following  letter  from  Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson,  Of 
Atlanta,  Georgia.  We  are  pained  to  be  forced  to  admit  that  all 
of  which  he  complains  is  too  trne.  We  with  pleasnte  insert  the 
letter,  with  the  hope  that  much  good  maj  result  from  it: 
Editors  Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal: 

I  have  a  word  to  say  to  our  brethren  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion in  Qeorgia;  and  not  in  Georgia  only,  bat  the  medical  pro- 
fession elsewhere,  for  the  same  causes  of  reproach  exist  among 
doctors,  go  where  yon  will.  I  mean  jealoasieA,  heartburnings, 
and  evil  speakings.  From  the  tinker  and  cobbler  up  to  the  pal- 
pit  and  bar,  we  have  nothing  like  the  amount  of  ill-concealed 
jealoasy  and  distrust  that  is  met  with  among  the  doctors;  and  it 
remains  for  the  noblest  of  all  the  professions  and  occupations 
known  among  men  to  be  riven  by  dissensions  and  bickerings. 

Medical  history,  from  the  earliest  period,  discloses  the  fact 
that  wrangling  and  personal  conflict  have  been  the  mla  Galen, 
for  teaching  the  theory  of  medicine,  was  obliged  to  fiee  from 
Rome  to  save  bis  life.  Contending  colleges,  and  systems  of  edu- 
cation, and  rivalries  as  unnecessary  as  they  are  undignified,  have 
been  to  the  scienoe  and  art  of  medicine  and  enrgery  the  marplot 
that  has  dimmed  the  glory  and  crippled  and  retarded  the  useful- 
neas  of  both  for  centuries  agone,  and  the  end  is  not  yet. 

It  is  natural  for  men  to  disagree;  they  ought  to  do  so  upon 
gpeculative  questions,  ontil  the  tmth  can  be  reached;  bat  why 
the  enmities  and  railings  so  universal  with  us  and  so  infrequent 
trith  other  calhngs?  All  other  professions,  including  the  me- 
chanics and  trades  people,  have  their  festivals  and  hand-sbakinga; 
petty  grievances  and  heart-aches  are  laid  aside;  they  mingle  freely 
together,  and  love  each  other  better  as  they  become  better  ao- 
i^nainted.  But  not  so  with  the  doctors.  They  hog  their  animos- 
.ties  to  their  hearts  as  thongh  it  was  the  one  thing  needfaL  They 
jrash  each  other  upon  the  sidewalk  and  at  the  hustings,  looking 
daggers,  or  not  looking  at  all.  They  stoop  to  trickery  and  low 
nsinuation  against  a  professional  rival;  maybe  because  he  has 
jaalities  that  carry  him  along  on  the  current  of  popular  favor,  or 
i  not  this,  from  some  other  reason  equally  unworthy  of  a  great 
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and  learned  profeBBioo,  which  has  given  to  the  world  more  ideas 
and  done  more  for  hamanity,  science,  and  trath  than  all  other 
profeaaioDS  put  together;  leaving  oat,  of  coorae,  the  plan  of  sal- 
vation,  which  was  not  wroagbt  oat  aiid  perfected  by  man,  but 
by  Him  "  who  spake  as  never  man  spake."  Is  there  to  be  no 
«nd  to  this  state  of  things?  Must  this  opprobrium,  this  ciying 
shame,  continae  ?  Uoat  envy,  malice,  hate — all  these — continue 
to  rankle  and  bear  fruit,  amid  the  temples  wbioh  fame  has 
crowned  with  immortality?  The  truths  of  its  biatory  surpass 
story  or  ftjble.  Arabia,  now  bnt  the  winding  sheet  of  her  former 
self,  gave  ammonia  and  calomel,  myrrh  and  opium'to  the  world 
before  Melcbesideck  met  Abraham  on  the  plains  of  Mamere  and 
blessed  him;  before  Agamemnon  planned  the  seige  of  Troy,  or 
Homer  sang  its  fall;  before  eloquence  was  taught  at  Antiocb,  or 
atataary  was  made  to  speak  the  biatory  of  the  ages  past;  before 
Socrates  taught  the  immortality  of  the  sool,  or  Cresar  crossed 
the  Babicon.  It  saw  chemistry  straggling  in  the  womb  of  Al- 
chemy; it  kept  time  with  Ghriatianity  through  the  dark  ages;  it 
heard  the  shackles  fall  when  Magna  Charter  set  an  empire  free, 
and  to-day  It  brings  the  trophiea  of  forty  centuriea  and  more  to 
lay  them  at  our  feet,  without  money  and  without  price. 

Amid  this  glorious  record,  standing  boldly  forth  and  defying 
contradiction,  we  bear  the  diacordant  voices  of  contending  big- 
gots,  the  croakiogs  of  little  minds,  who  "  cry  bavock  and  let  slip 
the  dogs  of  war,"  not  in  the  interest  of  humanity,  religion,  truth 
or  science,  bnt  of  turmoil  and  hate. 

Great  souls  know  nothing  of  each  an  atmosphere  as  this. 
They  recognize  the  fact  of  tbeir  high  calling;  that  the  eyes  of  the 
world  are  upon  them;  that  God  has  confided  to  tbeir  keeping  the 
interests  of  an  institution  lying  at  the  foundation  of  hnman  soci- 
ety and  human  happiness;  and  it  is  their  basineas  to  see  that  no 
unhallowed  imprint  is  left  upon  its  pure  escutcheon.  Their  mis- 
sion is  to  gather  truths,  the  only  offeringa  that  science  will  accept 
irom  the  bands  of  her  devotees;  lay  these  at  bet  feet,  and  die; 
die  "  unwept,  anhonored  and  unsuug,"  it  may  be;  but  far  beyond 
the  wreck  of  diaaolving  worlds,  where  nothing  but  character  can 
stand,  a  crown  and  sceptre  await  them. 

I  anticipate  the  inquiry,  What  is  the  remedy?  Alas!  there 
is  none.  Something  may  be  done  in  the  way  of  amelioration, 
bnt  a  care  is  impossible  so  long  as  vain  conoeits  revel  where 
judgment  and  truth  should  reign  supreme. 
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There  are  men  who  cannot  look  upon  a  rival,  or  admit  a 
snperior ;  who  know  and  feel  their  inferiority,  but  who  straggle 
to  keep  the  worlcl  from  knowing  it,  and  to  this  end  they  whisper 
and  wink  and  attempt,  b;  malice  in  the  dark,  to  make  things 
even.  The  man  who  wastes  his  life  In  pleaaore-hiinting  and 
prodigality,  tarns  communist,  and  demands  that  his  neighbor, 
who  has  been  laborioos  and  thrifty,  shall  divide  with  him.  Sacb 
has  been  hmnan  nature  from  the  beginning,  and  Etnch  It  will  be 
at  the  ending.  But  reforms  are  needed.  It  is  Utopian  to  think 
of  making  men  equal  by  education.  The  professional  beggar 
wilt  thank  yon  for  a  nickel,  while  the  college-bred  beggar  demands 
a  snit  of  clothes,  and  money  enough  to  take  htm  to  the  centennial . 
By  cheapening  education  yon  sometimes  develope  men  into  some- 
thing who  would  otherwise  be  nothing,  but  generally  yon  burden 
society  with  men  who  live  and  die  drones,  because  they  bare  been 
forced  from  their  true  base.  Cheap  medical  education  is  a  great 
factor  in  the  evils  we  are  deprecating.  Many  of  our  greatest  men 
came  from  middle  and  even  humble  life.  Nature  had  giveu  them 
the  stamina,  and  with  such  men  obstacles  are  nothing.  But  the 
attempt  to  co-ordinate  mankind  by  education,  without  giving 
them  employment  suited  to  their  new  ambition,  and  money  be- 
sides, is  utterly  Utopian.  Such  men  see  nothing  in  spciety  but 
its  vices,  and  nothing  in  these  but  themselves.  What  has  human- 
ity and  society  gained? 

J.  M.  Johnson. 
No.  72  Mariaia  area,  Feb.  8,  1876. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Eendriok. — In  this  number  of  the  Jocbnal  the  name 
of  Dr.  W.  8.  Eendrick  appears  upon  the  cover,  as  Associate  Edi- 
tor and  Business  Manager.  For  the  past  eighteen  months  he 
has  been  more  or  less  intimately  associated  with  the  Jocbnal, 
and  by  hia  energy  and  promptness  has  long  since  won  the  posi- 
tion now  assigned  him.  In  the  future  all  letters  connected  with 
the  business  department  of  the  Jousnal  should  be  directed  to 
Dr.  W.  S.  Eendrick,  Atlanta,  Oa. 

Kkkata. — The  following  errata  occur  in  the  article  of  Dr.  Jno. 
M.  Johnson,  on  "Opinm  Poisoning:  First  paragraph,  fifth  line, 
read  had  for  liave;  third  paragraph,  fifth  line,  sodden  for 
sudden;  sixth  paragraph,  second  line,  transpose  the  words  "sleep" 
and  "  stimulates." 
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URETHBrnS- ITS  TREATMENT. 

Bl 

PtofCMor  of  Analoinj  uid  Li 

Lecture  MUxred  b^on  Uae  Ckisa. 

There  are  bat  few  disesseB  we  are  r«qtiired  to  fo«at  ofteoer 
than  this  one.  There  are  few  for  which  m<Mre  ramedieB  hare  been 
proposed,  or  more  plans  been  tried.  It  is  a  dieeaae  wbioh  alt 
times  fields  readily,  flattering  the  physician  that  he  lias  at  last 
bit  npoQ  the  plan  to  relieve  him  of  fntnre  annc^ng  lailoreB.  I 
am  not  sure  whether  this  ocoasitmal  facility  of  cure  dopendB  most 
on  the  inherent  natnre  of  tlie  parUcolar  case,  or  of  the  patient, 
or  the  source  of  contagion,  or  the  exact  and  sometimes  aocidental 
adaptation  of  patient,  time,  and  remedy.  We  all  meet  stwik  eases; 
and  on  the  other  hand,  we  sometimes  exert  onr  atmoet  t^ill  on  « 
patient,  and  he  a  reasoncAly  careful  one,  for  weary  weeks  and 
months,  wiUiout  putting  an  end  to  his  persistent  discharge  and 
eternal  relapses.  Very  probably  his  next  physician  finds  the 
same  experience.  The  dischat^  has  come  to  be  the  only  evi' 
dence  of  disease — in  fact,  the  symptom  is  practically  the  disease. 
These  are  the  oases  that  rob  Uie  physician  of  his  patience,  and 
let  the  wind  out  of  conceit  engendered  by  some  prerioos  briUiant 
stroke.  Snch  are  the  oases  that  send  patients  skipping  from 
friend  to  fnend,  druggist  to  druggist,  and  doctor  to  doctor.  Snch 
the  cases  that  pave  the  way  for  organic  changes  that  oreep  iasid- 
iously  for  months  and  years,  and  at  last  do  serious  injury  to  the 
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health,  and  even  deprive  its  TJctim  of  his  life.  Yoa  will  avoid 
mach  trouble  by  being  always  careful  to  core  joar  patient  before 
he  has  reached  thia  indefioite  atage. 

Suppose  the  patieot  presents  himself  in  the  early  stage.  If 
yoa  coidcl  confine  your  patient  to  bed  for  seTeral  days,  apply 
cold  constantly  to  the  offending  member,  internally  and  to  the 
integament,  often  yon  would  have  no  further  trouble.  But  this 
is  not  a  practicable  plan.  Your  patient  will  not  go  to  bed  for  a 
gonorrhcsa;  be  will  not  "play  sick"  for  an  affection  apparently 
so  insignificant;  and  if  you  insist  too  mach  upon  it,  he  will  find 
a  doctor  with  different  views.  He  wants  to  remain  at  his  em- 
ployment, and  thus  prevent  the  discovery  of  bis  little  indiscre- 
tion. 

Shall  we  treat  him  locally  or  constitutionally,  or  combine  the 
two  ?  It  is  better  to  regard  the  affection  as  a  tangible  urethritis 
rather  than  a  mysterious  gonorrbcea;  yet  we  find  stages  and 
symptoms  benefited  by  the  so-called  constitutional  specifics.  The 
hical  treatment,  however,  is  applicable  in  all  stages;  and  so  suc- 
oeasfal  that  very  rarely  do  I  exhibit  any  remedy  whatever  inter- 
nally. 

But  to  succeed  in  this  way,  yon  most  know  that  your  remedy 
is  thoroughly  applied.  Tour  treatment  is  not  really  begun  until 
yonr  patient  is  perfect  master  of  the  little  weapon  I  show  yoa, 
'Called  a  syringe.  Perhaps  in  years  past  he  has  perfected  himself 
in  the  art;  but  let  him  demonstrate  this  fact  before  yoa;  and  if 
he  is  green  in  the  calling,  teach  him;  do  not  telChiia  how,  but 
ahouo  him  how.  If  yoa  fail  in  this,  be  will  fritter  away  precious 
hours  and  vataable  days  in  sprinkhng  your  injection  over  bis 
linen,  and  over  every  portion  of  bia  person  but  his  urethra. 
Provide  him  a  proper  instrument,  always  one  of  gutta-percha, 
'  if  possible— but  of  whatever  kind,  see  that  the  piston  behaves 
perfectly,  that  it  does  not  force  the  floid  at  either  end  indiffer- 
ently. There  is  no  need  for  a  long  nozzle — the  shorter  the  bet- 
ter. A  short  one  causes  less  pain,  and  is  inserted  more  easily, 
A  novice  with  a  sore  urethra,  a  swollen  prepuce,  a  slippery  glans, 
a  long  pipe,  and  a  loose  piston,  is  but  a  burlesque  on  the  grace- 
ful art  of  injection.  Such  a  patient,  without  instruction,  actually 
goes  untreated. 

Yoa  need  not  direct  your  patient  to  place  one  hand  on  the 
deep  urethra.  The  finid  will  not  enter  the  bladder;  and  if  it 
shoald,  will  do  no  harm,  provided  the  injection  be  of  proper 
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acute  inflammation  has  mn  high,  the  disease  ma;  be  often  abor^ 
ted,  that  is,  it  may  never  reach  the  inflammatory  stage.  A  treat- 
ment called  the  abortive,  formerly  in  vogue,  now  nearly  obsoJete, 
consisted  in  caoBtie  injectioas  of  nitrate  of  wlv^ — ten  to  forty 
grains  to  the  onnce.  This  is  extremely  painfal,  dangerons,  gener* 
ally  inefiectnal,  and  is  apt  to  prolong  the  disease  if  it  doe*  not 
chance  to  abort  it.  Yon  can  aocomplish  your  object  macb  more 
certainly,  witboot  pain  and  without  duiger,  by  the  uae  of  th& 
same  article;  bnt  in  a  manner  I  have  termed  the  rational  abor- 
tive treatment.  I  use  it  on  a  different  principle,  and  in  infinitely- 
smaller  doses.  I  do  ikot  cauterize  the  oietbra  with  one  injection, 
but  make  the  application  thoroughly  and  very  Irequentiy.  Thai 
strength  should  be  one-twelfth  of  a  grain,  applied  thocooghly 
every  two  hours.  One-eighth  of  a  £rain,  fiv«ry  three  or  four 
hours  will  answer,  but  not  so  well  in  most  persons.  The  former 
strength  is  preferable. 

Many  praotiUooers,  accostomed  to  greater  strengths,  will  rid- 
icole  this  injection  as  mere  child's  play,  I  ask  but  a  test  of  it, 
and  will  abide  the  result.  Let  nothing  of  the  instructions  I  have 
laid  down  be  omitted  in  this  test  Unless  the  instrgctiona  are 
perfectly  complied  with,  I  tun  not  reepousible  Jor  the  failure. 

After  a  few  applications  the  membr&oe  becomes  more  sensi- 
tive to  the  remedy.  What  of  dischaiffe  was  present  almost  ceases. 
A  flow  of  blood  is  often  produced — resembling,  in  this  respect, 
the  caustic  injections  before  alluded  to. 

When  this  effect  is  reached,  lengthen  the  interral  to  six  hours; 
or,  what  is  a  better  plan,  substitute  sulphate  of  zinc  (one  oc  two 
grs.  to  ounce),  acetate  of  lead  (one  gr.  to  ounce),  or  acetate  of 
zinc  (one-half  gr.  to  the  ounce).  By  this  plan,  carefully  carried 
out,  the  disobai^e  does  not  often  become  purulent,  nor  the  inflam- 
mation advance.  The  disease,  in  short,  is  aborted.  Your  patient 
must  continue  the  above  injections  (zinc,  lead,  etc)  for  a  number 
of  days,  l^t  the  disease  is  again  fanned  iuto  a  vigorous  flame, 
and  your  previous  success  be  nuUified. 

There  is  another  article  that  answers  almost  as  well  as  the 
nitrate  of  silver,  and,  chemically,  is  less  delicately  hinged — that 
is,  if  distilled  water  is  not  accessible,  that  which  is  less  pure 
will  answer.  I  allude  to  sulphate  of  copper.  One-fourth  or  one- 
half  of  a  grain  to  the  ounce,  every  two  or  four  hours  (two  ia 
better),  is  the  proper  application. 

This  plan,  I  repeat,  is,  above  all  others,  the  abortive  treat- 
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There  is  A  Bjmptom  attending  this  stage,  in  some  caees,  that 
calls  for  these  remedies.  I  aUade  to  the  frequent  and  urgent 
desire  for  micturition.  The  neok  of  the  bladder  may  beoome 
too  irritable,  and  the  smallest  qnantitj'  of  urine,  the  mere  fancy 
or  a  thought  of  the  patient,  excites  the  most  intense  desire  for 
emptying  the  bladder;  the  patient  must  beat  a  retreat  whererer 
he  may  be,  and  stand  not  npon  the  order  of  his  going.  The  same 
sjiDptom  may  be  met  in  other  affections  of  the  urinary  tract.  Yon 
may  control  this  symptom  and  benefit  the  disease  itself  at  this  stage 
by  the  exhibition  of  oil  of  yellow  sandal  wood,  copaiba,  or  cabebe. 
I  value  them  in  the  order  mentioned.  They  should  be  poshed 
until  the  desired  effect  is  prodnced,  or  other  effects  arise  that 
demand  their  discontinoance.  I  do  not  commence  with  less 
than  a  half  dram  of  the  first  two,  and  increase  rapidly.  The  oil 
of  flea-bane  (erigeron  canadensis)  has  had  the  same  virtnes  attrib- 
uted to  it,  but  my  experience  with  it  is  limited.  These  remedies 
may  be  given  in  emulsion,  or  in  capsule,  to  disguise  their  taste. 
Unpleasant  irritations  often  attend  their  nse.  Their  odor  may 
proclaim  the  patient's  misfortunes  Co  his  friends.  It  is  in  but  the 
gmall  minority  of  cases  that  I  find  it  necessary  to  resort  to  these 
remedies. 

In  this,  the  third  stage.  I  make  ose  locally  of  the  remedies 
above  suggested  for  the  earlier  periods.  The  strength  must  be 
very  slighUy  increased.  Frequent  changes  of  the  remedy  must 
be  made,  if  the  duration  of  the  disease  require  it.  This  substi- 
tution may  be  made  with  advantage  every  three  or  five  days. 
The  remedy  that  I  find  of  great  service  at  this  date,  as  an  injec- 
tion, is  the  mnriated  tincture  of  iron  (twelve  to  twenty-five  min- 
ims to  the  ounce  of  water).  Its  conatringing  properties  seem  to 
restore  tone  to  the  mucous  membrane.  I  have  found  no  remedy 
more  useful.    I  have  not  given  it  trial  in  the  earlier  stages. 

It  is  in  this  stage,  as  I  have  intimated,  that  we  may  find  the 
disease  obstinate.  Tliis  is  especially  true  of  neglected  oases  ^ 
hence  the  greater  importance  of  a  prompt  cure  in  the  earlier 
period.  Give  every  attention  to  the  patient's  habits.  He  should 
not  exercise  the  organ,  either  by  coition,  masturbation,  or  rough 
manipulation  in  search  of  discharge.  Such  indiscretions  will 
nullify  any  amount  of  treatment.  Nothing  is  more  important 
than  attention  to  this  point. 

When  the  disease  hne  at  last  disappeared,  the  patient  must 
continue  two  or  three  daily  injections  for  some  time.    For,  with- 
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oni  snoh  attentioD,  y on  trill  often  Gad  it  more  difficult  to  beep 
him  cored  thaD  to  cure  him. 

I  repeat  it:  everything  depends  upon  continaing  treatment 
for  many  days  after  the  discharge  haa  totally  disappeared;  for  if 
it  retnm,  then  the  troabte  begins.  There  is  then  a  ooadition 
engrafted  that  knows  no  tendency  to  cure;  a  habit  ia  contracted 
that  the  penis  has  not  energy  to  throw  oS.  It  is  neglect  of  this 
precaution  that  allows  so  much  chronic  gonorrhoeEk  It  is  this 
neglect  that  haa  engendered  among  some  patients  a  contempt  for 
a  dootor'a  treatment  of  gonorrhcea.  It  is  this  that  sends  aach 
ones  racing  to  druggists  and  qaacka ;  that  sends  them  to  some  more 
experienoed  friend,  whose  pockets  bristle  with  infallible  prescrip- 
tions, and  who  is  ever  ready  to  bombard  the  unfortunate  penis 
on  the  slightest  provocation.  Your  patients  wiU  object  to  con* 
tinning  treatment  after  they  consider  themselves  relieved,  but 
yon  must  force  them  to  it  by  warning  them  of  the  consequences 
of  failure  to  comply  with  your  instrnctiona. 

A  few  words  with  regard  to  diet:  my  instrnctiona  during 
treatment  ore:  "  Pursue  your  ordinary  diet"  If  the  inflamma- 
tion runa  high,  the  febrile  reaction  will  partially  destroy  the  ap- 
petite; henoe  iDJunction  to  that  effect  is  nonecessary.  I  am  aware 
my  instructions  are  at  variance  with  the  teachings  of  many  aa- 
tboritiea,  but  reasoning,  and  attentive  observation  in  many  cases, 
render  me  positive  in  my  convictions.  If  the  patient  has  been 
aoonstomed  to  the  oae  of  stimnlants,  I  do  not  deprive  bim  of 
them  entirely.  I  regard  wine  as  most  injurious  of  all  such  bev- 
eragea  I  have  not  been  able  to  persuade  myself  that  gin  pos- 
sesses any  curative  power  in  gonorrhcea,  though  yon  will  find 
such  an  idea  prevalent 

So  far,  as  yon  have  seen,  I  have  not  alluded  to  any  distinc- 
tion between  specific  urethritis  (gonorrhcea)  and  simple  urethritis. 
The  symptoms  are  the  sam&  It  is  said  that  simple  urethritis  is 
altogether  milder,  and  yields  more  readily  to  treatment.  Simple 
urethritis,  unconnected  with  surgical  procedures,  is  a  rare,  a  very 
rare,  disease.  It  may  occur.  It  does  occur — sometimes.  Your 
patients,  those  who  have  some  special  motive  for  concealment, 
will  often  ofSrm  by  all  manner  of  asseveration  that  they  are 
innocent  of  any  possible  specific  origin.  You  need  not  dispnte 
them,  but  go  on  with  your  treatment  Treat  tbem  as  though 
they  had  acquired  their  ailment  "in  the  good  old  way  " — as  most 
often  they  have. 
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Before  leaving  thU  si^jeot,  I  most  apetik  of  gonorriicM  in  the 
negro  raoe;  for  I  find  it  neoeBsary  to  paraue  a  plan  difering  from 
that  alread;  given  ;otL  This  oeoeasity  arisea  from  iha  nagro's 
careleeanma  Mid  ignoranoe.  Barely  oan  we  teach  him  the  proper 
me  of  the  B3'ringe;  conld  we  do  ao  the  same  plan  of  treatment 
wonld  aoswer  at  leaat  aa  well.  This  olaaa  of  patients  never  pre- 
sent themselves  nntil  the  disease  has  advanoed  a  number  of  days. 
We  are  compelled  to  resort  to  oopuba  or  onbebs,  or  similar  rem- 
edy, and  they  answer  the  purpose  very  weU.  I  am  inclined  to 
belicrve  tbat  the  draease  is  less  obstinate  in  the  negro;  eertainly, 
he  is  less  oarefol  of  a  perfect  cure. 

A  few  words  regurding  a  oondition  called  gleet,  tdiaraoteriaed 
by  a  discbarge  very  alight,  almost  oolorleas,  and  discoverable  only 
after  t^e  nrethra  has  remained  nndistorbed  by  nriiie  f<»:  some 
time,  as  in  the  morning.  While  this  dischatge,  lasting  for  bat  a 
flfaort  time,  may  be  regarded  as  the  nataral  diminntion,  or  method 
of  cnre,  of  the  oretlmtis — a  prolongation,  indeed,  of  ttie  third 
stage,  and  yielding  to  its  tVeatment — yet  it  sometimea  grows  te  be 
a  most  persistent  afieotion  (or  symptom). 

Althongh  a  strictly  gleety  disohHge  is  not  cont^ons,  it  may 
be  easily  fanned  into  one  tiiat  is  at  once  pnralent  and  contagions, 
constitnting  the  "  bastard  gonorrhoa  "  of  recent  writers.  Undne 
exercise  of  the  penis  will  again  and  again  convert  this  innoonoos 
scant  discharge  into  a  profuse  and  purulent  one;  and  every  such 
exacerbation  renders  the  final  oora  more  and  more  difSonlt. 

Qeneral  congestion  of  the  uretiira,  or  patches  of  anch  ooDgas- 
tion,  or  incipient  strictnre,  are  the  more  fr«quent  cansea  of  this 
discharge.  When  this  gleet  has  existed  for  a  long  while,  refoaiBg 
to  yield  to  treatment,  yon  should  introduce  a  fnll-sized'  smooth 
metallic  sound,  of  size  to  moderately  distend  the  urethra.  Ton 
do  this  fii-st  as  a  diagnostic  test.  If  you  detect  a  stricture,  cnre 
it;  the  gleet  is  but  a  small  matter  compared  with  the  stricture; 
and  disappears  by  treatment  of  its  cause.  There  may  be  a  slight 
deposit  of  the  stricture  material,  too  slight  and  too  immature  to 
obstnict  your  instrument,  but  yet  sufficient  to  parent  the  gleet 

I:^  in  such  chrome  cases,  your  instrument  finds  no  sbricture, 
still  it  is  the  best  remedial  agent  at  your  service.  Introduce  it 
again  in  four  or  six  days;  continue  this,  and  yonr  patient  will  be 
cured.  It  is  rarely  necessary  or  useful  to  spread  a  medicated 
ointment  on  the  bongie;  the  cold  steel  answers.  Its  pressure 
and  distension  prove  tonic  to  the  tissues,  relieve  congestion,  per- 
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liapa  enre  a  slight  uloeration,  and  aiFr«8t>  an  mappreciable  stric- 
tore.  It  is  a  remedy  too  mach  negleoted,  bat  one  that  will  prove 
of  gnat  aerrice  if  you  use  it  properly.  Whila  parsuing  this  plan 
yoQ  Biay  reeoct  to  tonie  remediea,  and  those  wiUi  fecial  tesd^My 
to  trhe  mnooos  membranes.  Tinetore  of  Itod  and  eantbarides  are 
of  some  serriee.  In  the  inierrals  of  the  mtrodaotion  of  the  boo* 
gie,  injectioBS  <^  sulphate  of  copper,  or  tinetore  of  iron,  as  above 
directed,  will  prove  <rf  very  gieat  value. 


OVULATION  AND   MENSTRUATION, 
And  Dr.  TL,  Sattey'g  Opetatioii  of  ITonnal  Oraiiotoiny. 

Bi  OB.  SAUSOSBKBUHI.  ILD.,  JiTLtwa.  Oa. 

When  Dr.  B.  Battey,  then  of  Borne,  Qa.,  performed  his  oper- 
&tioQ  of  normal  ovariotomy  the  first  time,  in  Angust,  1872,  his 
case  was  reported  and  discussed  at  this  Academy  of  liedicine, 
and  several  of  its  members  will  reeolleot  that  my  views  of  ovnla- 
tioD  and  menstruation,  aod  the  effect  of  Dr.  Battey'a  operation 
iq>on  these  functions,  were  materially  different  from  those  of  a 
large  number  ot  the  members  of  the  Academy,  as  well  as  Dr. 
Battey's.  Discussions  on  this  subject,  as  they  afterwards  occur- 
red, appear  in  the  Atlanta  Mbd.  akd  Sdboical  Jodbhal,  amoogat 
the  proceedings  of  the  Atlanta  Academy  of  Medicine.  They  show 
that  I  assail  the  correctness  of  those  physiological  principles 
which  caused  Dr.  Battey  to  adopt  the  removal  of  the  normal  ova- 
ries as  a  surgical  remedy — to  use  bis  own  language,  "taiih  a  view 
io  eUablish  at  once  the  change  of  life,  for  the  effectual  remedy  of 
otherwise  incurable  maladieK."  Several  years  further  couHderation 
and  study  of  the  physiology  of  the  functions  and  the  origin  and 
nature  of  sexual  life  in  the  female,  leave  me  still  on  the  same 
physiological  platform  from  which  I  have  opposed  this  operation 
of  normal  ovariotomy  as  a  means  of  establishing  the  so-called 
change  of  life  at  once,  and  of  thaa  curing  those  obstinate  diseases 
of  the  ovaries  and  womb,  which  we  frequently  see  disappear  or 
improve  in  females  after  the  normal  cessation  of  the  functions  of 
these  organs,  and  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  this  operation  is 
only  indicated  and  admissible  in  a  very  few  rare  cases,  but  that 
the  broad  indication  upon  which  its  author  bases  its  performance, 
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aa  quoted  above  in  bia  own  lan^age,  ia  phjBiologioally  and 
pathologic&Ilv  nnteiiBble  and  wrong,  and  tberefore  madmisnble. 

In  accordanoe  with  a  promise  made  to  this  Academy  some 
time  ago,  and  in  the  interest  of  medioal  sdenoe,  bnt  without  the 
slightest  desire  to  offend  Dr.  Battey  personally,  or  to  detract 
from  bis  professional  merits,  I  will  endeavor  to  define  tbe  points 
of  difference  between  Dr.  Batbej  and  his  many  supporters  and 
myself;  taking  bis  articles  on  Normal  Ovariotomy,  contained  in 
the  AiXAMTA  Mbdioal  akd  Sdroioal  Jousxal,  September,  1872  and 
April,  1878,  as  tiie  ezponenta  of  bis  views.* 

Dr.  Battey  labors  in  these  articles  to  establish  the  following 
points:  lat  That  the  so-oalled  change  of  life,  consisting  both  of 
the  cessation  of  tbe  menses  and  the  cessation  of  the  menstmal 
impulse,  will,  according  to  tbe  experience  of  the  best  authorities, 
remove  many  of  the  most  obstinate  troablea,  particularly  ovarian 
congestion,  subacnte  inflammations,  and  the  most  chronic  dis- 
eases of  the  womb.  2d.  That  menstruation  depends  upon  ovn* 
lation  alone,  and  that  it  therefore  ceases  to  eiist  with  the  matur- 
ation and  discharge  of  ova  from  tbe  ovaries.  3d.  That  tbe  sur- 
gical removal  of  the  ovaries  therefore  brings  on  the  change  of 
life,  tbe  cessation  of  ovnlation  and  menstmation,  and  tberefore 
removes  those  diseases  of  the  ovaries  and  womb,  which  are  osn- 
ally  seen  to  disappear  when  that  change  takes  place  in  tbe  life 
of  females. 

Are  these  suppositions  physiologically  correct?  Does  the 
main  physiological  feature  of  the  so-called  change  of  life  consist 
in  the  cessation  of  menstmation?  Does  a  female  every  time 
when  she  menstruates  also  ovulate,  or  does  menstruation  occnr 
also  without  ovulation,  and  have  we  any  physiological  right  to 
look  upon  these  occurrences  as  one  and  tbe  same  physiological 
process,  in  which  ovulation  represents  the  cause,  menstruation 
the  effect,  and  which  becomes  a  physiological  impossibility  as 
soon  as  the  ovaries  are  removed? 

I  am  well  aware  that  it  is  tbe  received  opinion  of  a  majority 
of  the  medical  world  that  menstruation  is  an  impossibility  with- 
out ovaries,  because  it  is  said  never  to  occnr  in  females  with  con- 
genital malformation  or  absence  of  these  organs.  It  has  not  been 
my  good  fortune  to  have  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the 
records  of  medical  literature  so  as  to  know  how  far  tbe  anatomi- 

Ttila  «u>y  iTM  lUd  b«ta»  Uiii  AtUnU  Aademr  of  Uedlcine  >t  iti  leooDtl  meetliig  In 
SrptaiDbu,  1815. 
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cal  deficiesoies  in  sach  caseft  were  confined  to  the  ovariee  aioaer 
and  how  fiu:  the  fuDotiooal  abnormitieB  corresponded  with  them> 
I  have  seen  no  detailed  description  of  the  history  and  the  post 
mortem  appearances  of  the  womb  and  ovaries  in  such  cases,  bnt 
only  general  statements.  The  qaestion  therefore  arises  in  my 
mind:  la  there  a  single  case  on  record  of  a  female  who  never 
menatmated,  where  it  was  establiahed  beyond  a  doubt  that  she 
bad  no  ovaries  at  all,  bat  a  perfectly  developed  and  histologically 
normal  womb  and  sexnal  organs  generally?  I  do  not  know  this- 
to  be  the  case,  and  therefore  confess  my  ignorance,  trusting  that 
members  of  the  profession,  who  have  access  to  a  larger  store  ot 
medical  literature  than  myself,  will  dispel  my  doubts  on  this  point- 
Let  us,  however,  presume  that  such  cases  are  on  record,  and  that 
this  opinion  has  been  proven  beyond  a  doubt  by  anatomical  ob- 
servation and  cliuioal  experienoe,  does  that  prove  that  if  we 
deprive  the  normally  developed  female,  after  the  age  of  pubertyr 
of  her  ovaries,  that  we  disable  her  normally  developed  womb  to 
perform  its  functions  ?  Is  that  womb  merely  institated  because 
there  exist  ovaries  ?  Is  it  a  mere  dependency,  a  mere  vassal  ot 
these  organs,  working,  so  to  say,  merely  and  only  at  their  bid- 
ding, or  has  it  an  independent  fonctioual  capacity,  and  a  destiny 
in  relation  to  the  entire  organism  and  economy  inherent  within 
the  cells  of  its  tissues,  whenever  it  arrives  at  matority  of  devel- 
<^ment?  Does  its  functional  action  ^anly  depend  upon  the  ex- 
istence of  the  ovaries,  or  does  it  occupy  that  mntual  relationship 
to  its  kindred  organs  and  to  the  entire  female  organism,  and  vice 
versa,  they  towards  it,  which  constitutes  the  generally  prevailing 
law  of  the  animal  organization  in  relation  to  the  different  organs 
it  is  composed  of  ? 

This  law  of  physiology  applies  to  the  womb  and  the  ovaries 
alike;  they  influence  each  other  functionally,  and  again  the  cen- 
tral organs  of  the  nervous  system — the  brain  and  spinal  marrow 
as  these  do  them,  in  such  a  manuer  that  any  quantitative  or  qual- 
itative chemical  or  histological  morbid  change  in  either  will, 
according  to  its  peculiar  character,  influence  the  development  or 
physiological  action  of  one  or  all  of  the  others  in  such  a  way  as 
the  laws  of  life  necessitate  it?  If,  then,  one  or  the  other  of  the 
two  organs  is  congenitally  imperfect  or  entirely  absent,  if  one 
link  in  the  chain  of  organs,  constitating  one  physiological  sphere 
of  the  system,  is  thus  deflcieut  from  the  beginning  of  life,  may 
we  not  properly  look  for  a  train  of  certain  unavoidable  conse- 


qn»ncM  in  tfae  biBto1oe:ical  devvlopmeat  ftsd  tha  functional  ootioD 
ot  tbo  others  ? 

Gaxi  we,  therefore,  if  th«  orariea  are  eongeBitally  Absent  or 
radimental,  logicall;  «xpeot  a  perfect  histological  doTelopment  trf 
the  womb,  or  that  reflex  actioa  through  the  spinal  eord,  ba^- 
ward  and  forward,  which  is  so  esseetial  to  the  deTdopnent  ot 
SBxaal  life  aad  the  orgms  which  serve  its  porpoBss  ?  dan  we, 
therefore,  not  only  readily  noderstand,  bat  mart  we  not  ratioB- 
ally  coaclude  that  tho  congenital  wast  of  tbe  ovaries  will  mere 
or  less  ioterfere  with  that  deTel^qnnent  of  nerre  inflneoce  opoo 
the  nerve  centres,  and  from  these  npov  the  other  sexosl  ot^ns, 
which  is  necessary  for  their  hisbologicat  dsTelopment  and  finne- 
tional  amtnrify  ?  Can  we  therefore  wonder  if  witii  this  eot^eni- 
tal  absence  of  tbo  oTariea,  the  womb  itself,  as  well  as  the  entire 
sexual  system  and  life,  f^  more  or  less  short  of  histological  an<) 
faiioti<»ial  maturity,  and  if  menstraAtioa  does  only  ooour  imper- 
fectly or  not  at  all  in  Emeh  oases  ? 

How  does  the  case  stand,  however,  if  ati  these  organs,  with 
the  cerebro- spinal  centres,  are  already  bistolc^callj  developedi 
fnacttonally  matured,  and  seini^  life,  psychically  and  phyeieslly, 
established  and  in  active  operation,  and  the  ovaries  are  then 
artificially  removed  ?  Can  we  t^en  look  for  an  entire  asd  oom- 
plete  cessation  of  the  functions  of  the  womb  in  consequence  of 
this  removal  ?  ' 

If  the  womb,  as  I  have  already  stated  before,  has,  like  every 
other  organ  of  tbe  bamaa  system,  inherent  within  itself  its  OWB 
specific  life  and  functional  capacity,  in  conformity  with  uid  de- 
pending apon  its  specific  histuk^ical  structure  and  the  specific 
life  and  vital  qualities  and  action  of  tbe  cells  of  its  tassnes,  its 
functional  life  tnuat  continue  as  long  as  it  remains  itself  anatom- 
ically intact,  and  the  absence  of  tfae  ovaries  can  only  have  a  very 
gradual  inflnence  in  modifying  its  functional  activity,  bat  can 
never,  according  to  my  conceptions  of  physiology,  arrest  them  at 
once  and  entirely.  It  seems,  according  to  the  authorities  of  Dr. 
Battey,  Ueiga,  Tyler  Smith  and  others,  that  menstmation  depends 
alone  upon  ovulation,  or  in  other  words,  upon  the  impulse  which 
the  womb  receives  at  that  time  from  the  ovaries. 

Dr.  Battey  concludes  that  when  this  so-called  ovarian  impalse 
is  gone,  with  the  loss  of  the  ovaries,  the  womb  Itself  becomes  a 
physiological  nullity;  it  loses  its  entire  functional  capacity,  and 
occupies  no  longer  any  relation  to  the  organism,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  it  had  been  removed  with  the  ovaries. 
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Now,  geatlemen,  wbfct  do  we  know  about  this  oTuriaD  impolse  T 
CuL  anyoQe  eetiJilish  it  as  a  fact,  that  it  is  piimarj  in  its  nature, 
originatdag  primaril;  and  ezduaiTely  in  the  OTaries,  or  ie  there 
not  the  ^ery  stroogest  probabilit;,  amounliiig  almost  to  a  cer- 
tainty, that  it  d^>eadB  upon  a  more  general  physiological  force,  by 
whose  presiding  power  oier  the  organs  of  regeneration  the  har- 
monions  eo-operation  of  all  their  fanctional  capacities  is  eeiab- 
lished  for  the  acoomplishment  of  the  final  objeots  for  which  they 
exist?  I  need  not  tell  yoa  that  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion 
that  the  ovaries  and  ntexia  are  co-operative  organs,  each  one, 
however,  with  a  separate  and  distinot  function;  eoob  one  serving 
a  difitinot  and  different  parpose,  and  that  the  fanotitmal  aetion 
of  each  one,  while  it  may  be  modified  t^  nerve  iiiflaencc^  by  con- 
sensus from  the  oUier,  is  in  no  wise  primarily  and  alone  depend- 
ing upon  that  of  the  other,  bat  that  botli  are  Bervants  of  one- 
•  great  physiological  law  of  the  female  onanism,  in  cnrder  to  ao< 
cwnplish  the  main  physioal  destiny  of  the  female,  the  r^irodnc- 
tion  of  her  species,  the  propagation  of  her  race. 

A  farther  diacasaion  of  this  sabjeot  will  be  unavoidably  cim- 
uected  witJi  the  oonsideratioa  of  the  physiology  of  ovulaUon, 
menstruation,  and  the  so-called  change,  of  life,  and  there  I  trust 
my  vi^wa  will  be  more  olearl;  and  folly  defined;  here  I  only  de- 
Bire  to  state  finally,  that  the  exiBtence  of  an  ovarian  impulse,  aa 
the  sole  cause  of  menstmation,  remains  yet,  to  use  very  mild 
expressions,  a  hypobhetioal  uncertainty,  and,  according  to  my 
views,  a  strong  improbability. 

I  shall  now  endeavor  to  analyze  the  physiological  theses  upoD 
which  l>r.  Battey  bases,  and  by  which  he  juatifies,  his  o|>eration. 
I  do  bat  seldom  qaote  Msown  laagaage,  but  any  one  examining 
his  article  on  Normal  Ovariotomy,  from  April,  1872,  will  admit 
that  he  first  desires  to  establish,  as  I  have  already  stated  above 
thai  the  go-oailed  change  <^  life,  which  he  tayv  inclttdea  both  cemUion 
of  Ih",  menses  and  oesaatitm  of  the  metatruat  impuhe,  will  remove 
many  of  the  moei  obttinate  troubles,  particularly  ovarian  oongeslum, 
atAaeule  inflammations,  and  iA"  most  ahronic  diseases  (^the  womb.* 
No  practitioner,  of  experienoe  or  fair  information,  will  deny  that 
certain  diseases  of  the  womb  and  ovaries  and  their  appendages, 
and  even  diseases  of  the  pelvic  cavity,  im|»:ove  considerably,  or 
disat^tear  entirely,  after  the  change  of  life.     Why  is  this  so? 

As  long  as  the  walls  of  the  capillaries  of  these  organs,  and  tlie 
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blood-Tesa«ls  at  the  pelvic  cavity  of  the  female,  are  subjected  at 
regular  monthly  interTals  to  that  blood  pressure  and  expansion 
neoesBarily  connected  with  the  monthly  flow  of  blood  to  these 
organs,  morbid  chronic  congestions,  bypenemia  and  distension 
of  blood-Tesaela  already  existing  there,  to- wit:  oophoritis,  endome- 
tritis, metritis,  etc.,  with  tbeir  relative  canBeqnences,  leacorrhoea, 
prolapsus,  and  even  more  distant  morbid  conditions,  snch  as 
hemorhoida,  varicose  veins,  etc.,  receive  what  I  am  inclined  to 
call  a  physiological  snpport  every  month,  and  the  female  moat, 
therefore,  during  that  period  of  life,  remain  parUcolarly  prone  to 
suffer  from  these  and  kindred  diseases;  while  when  this  physio- 
logical cause  of  irritation,  this  physiological  support,  ceases  with 
the  change  of  life,  the  conditions  for  a  restitution  of  the  morbidly 
altered  tissues  set  in,  and  an  improvement,  and  often  an  entire 
recovery,  take  place. 

The  cessation  of  this  monthly  congestion  to  the  pelvic  organs,  * 
with  the  change  of  life,  ie  undoubtedly  the  cause  of  this  improve- 
ment Dr.  Battey  proposes,  by  the  removal  of  the  ovaries  at  any 
period  of  life  previous  to  that  time,  to  bring  on  the  same  physio- 
l<^cal  change  in  the  entire  organism  which  usually  takes  place 
at  the  age  of  forty-five  years  of  female  life,  &het  the  sexual  or- 
gans and  the  entire  economy  of  the  female  organism  have  been 
serving  the  objects  of  reproduction  for  a  period  of  thirty  or  thirty- 
five  years.  He  says:  "If  the  ovular  theory  of  menstraation  is  to 
be  accepted  as  an  ultimate  fact,  the  answer  to  my  second  ques- 
tion, to-wit:  '  Was  there  rational  ground  for  the  belief  that  r&~ 
moval  of  the  ovaries  would  bring  on  the  change  of  life? '  becomes 
as  easy  and  as  logio^  as  the  first.  If  the  menstmal  nisos  be 
flimply  the  resolt  of  ovulation,  then  the  cessation  of  ovulation, 
the  caoae,  necessitates  the  cessation  of  the  effect  of  that  canse, 
whether  this  cessation  occur  by  reason  of  atrophy  of  the  ovaries, 
by  age,  or  their  removal  by  the  knife.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore, 
that  the  question  to  be  considered  is:  Are  there  reasonable 
grounds  for  the  acceptation  of  this  ovdlar  theory?* 

At  the  commencement  of  this  article  I  have  endeavored  to 
express  these  conclusions  of  Dr.  Battey  in  the  second  and  third 
theses,  which  be  desires  to  establish  as  physiological  tmtiis,  and 
which  amount  to  this:  Menntruation.  depends  upon oovl(Uion aione; 
it  ceases  to  take  place  with  the  maturation  and  discharge  of  ova. 
The  surgical  removal  of  the  ovaries  checks  ovulation,   ther^ore 
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meniUrualion;  Uter^t 
the  diseases  spoken  of 
for  theae  often  otherte 
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and  growth  of  the  impr^oated  oram  would  be  wanting,  tui<] 
with  it  bnt  without  conception,  or  withont  its  regnlar  montlily 
discharge,  female  life  woald  be  an  impossibility.  Those  who  ar» 
not  willing  to  admit  this  ae  a  fact  I  simply  remind  of  the  alarm- 
ing Bymptoma  of  ooDgeBtion  of  important  oi^ans,  which  fre- 
qaently  follow  sodden  suppression  of  the  menses,  and  also  th» 
frequent  appearance  of  epistaxis,  Tomitas  cmentus,  bsemt^tysis, 
phttuais,  drop^,  epilepsy  and  bysteria  in  all  its  forow,  and  eren 
insanity  in  females,  with  amenorrhcsa  and  dysmenorrhoaa,  as  well 
as  of  the  fact  ttist  many  cases  of  these  diseases  are  depending 
upon  constitutional  quantitative  or  qualitative  deficiencies,  mor- 
bid oonditioos  in  the  life  of  the  blood  of  the  individual,  but  not 
primarily  in  local  diseases  of  the  ovtuies,  as  many  of  the  gynaa- 
cological  surgeons  of  oar  day  are  too  mnch  inclined  to  suppose. 
Menetrnatien,  therefore,  was  properly  called  by  the  aBOient 
physicians,  ei^num  et  prcBsidium  eaniUdis,  the  evidence  and  pre- 
■^  server  of  female  health.  Upon  ovulation  depends  coaceptioo;. 
upon  the  surplus  blood  preparation  depends  primarily  th» 
monthly  ooDge8ti<m,  the  external,  visible  evidence  of  whit^i  we 
oall  menstmadon,  and  upon  the  co-operation  of  the  functiOBA 
of  the  ovuHes  and  womb  the  development  of  the  Qrat^ui 
vesicle  to  an  ovum,  Euid  of  that  into  a  f<etus  in  the  womfo,  if  it 
should  happen  to  become  impregnated.  Without  ovulation,  th» 
female  organism,  in  its  normal  state,  cannot  make  use  of  tiii» 
eurplue  blood  without  a  distnrbanoe  of  the  general  health,  and 
therefore  it  is  evident  that  in  a  female  witfaont  ovaries  the  neeee- 
sity  for  its  discharge  from  the  system  increases  instead  of  dimin- 
ishing,  unless  the  fact  can  be  established  that  with  the  removal 
of  the  ovaries  this  production  of  surplus  blood  oeasee  also. 

Is  there  a  single  physiological  reason  why  this  should  be  the 
case?  Can  any  one,  who  has  any  conception  of  phywology  at 
all,  suppose  for  one  moment  that  the  entire  v^etative  life  of  Hm 
female,  the  processes  of  nutrition,  chylification,  sanguification, 
etc.,  vrith  all  their  connections  and  influences,  could  primarily 
depend  upon  the  functional  activity  of  the  ovaries,  the  develop- 
ment of  Graafian  vesicles  and  this  periodical  maturation  of  ova, 
could  control  with  almost  omnipotent  power  the  entire  f«nale 
organization  ? 

Beadily  do  I  admit  that  the  irritability  of  the  nerves  of  these 
organs  is  subject  to  a  gradual  rise  and  fall,  which  corresponds 
respectively   with   the  periods  of   their  greatest  and  smallest 
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faootional  activit;,  each  state  oooarriog  every  tffQD^y-w^t 
dajfl,  and  that  the  high  degree  of  iiritabiUtf  and  tiie  rcBolt- 
ing  functional  excitement  of  reflex  actioa  at  the  time  of  ntax- 
imam  fonctional  activity  becontee  secondary,  and  in  a  degree 
insbromental.  in  increasing  the  monthly  coogeatioB  of  the  sexaal 
organs;  bat  I  can  nevOT  adniit  that  this  oioathly  irritation  of  the 
ovaries  oonstitates  the  primary  oaose  of  the  entire  train  of  phys- 
iological conditions  in  the  female  system,  which  are  aeceesaiy  to 
establish  the  monthly  flow  of  blood,  mach  less  that  the  first 
requisite,  the  production  of  blood  in  the  female  body,  over  and 
above  what  is  needed  for  its  own  Qatritioa  or  its  monthly  diA- 
cbarge,  will  be  arrested  by  their  removal.  I  look  npon  seznal 
life  and  its  processes  and  manifestations  as  the  result  of  the  per- 
feci  chemical  and  histological  development  of  the  solid  and  fluid 
oonstitoenta  of  the  blood,  nervoos  system  and  the  sexnal  oi^tuae, 
and  the  resulting  harmonioos  oo-operation  of  their  req>ectiva 
fonctiona.  The  normal  female  attains  this  perfeotion  at  the  age 
of  ten  to  fifteen  years.  It  comprises  all  the  conditions  for  the 
accomplishment  <^  all  the  objects  of  saxoal  life;  bat  with  the 
constant  performance  of  fonctional  datiee,  with  the  inoreMing 
waste  of  material  and  tissue,  it  commences  to  deeline,  and  after 
a  period  of  thir^  or  thirty-five  years  of  constant  at^vify  these 
conditione  oeaae  to  exist,  and  with  this  oessatiou  the  so-ealled 
change  of  life  takea  place. 

Dr.  Battey's  ope^tion  of  removing  the  ovaries,  if  it  brings 
about,  as  he  cout^ds,  the  change  of  life,  must  bring  on  the  same 
phyaioh^cal  status  of  the  female  organism  which  exists  there 
after  the  natoral,  or  rather  the  physiological,  change  of  life.  This 
conclusion  is  anavoid^a.  Hence  Dr.  Battey  accomplishes  these 
changes  in  the  entire  female  organism  with  a  few  strokes  of  bis 
knife,  which,  according  to  the  plain  laws  of  life,  can  only  gradu- 
ally take  place,  as  the  consequence  of  over  a  qanrier  of  a  oeotu- 
ly's  functional  activity.  The  blooming  maiden  of  yeetuday,  lo ! 
and  behold,  is  a  sedate  matron  to-day  I  What  a  wonderfal  pro- 
cess, by  which  the  great  law  of  natnre,  that  of  gradual  dev^p- 
ment  and  gradual  decline,  is  all  at  once  set  aside,  and  the  female 
organism  and  its  physiological  manifestations  foroed  to  jomp 
over  a  period  of  from  ten,  twenty,  thirty,  or  ev«i  more  years,  and 
made  to  run  its  .coarse  smoothly,  as  if  it  had  existed  and  lived 
that  long  in  reality.  What  a  pity  that  we  cannot  devise  some 
surgical  operation  by  which  we  could  produce  such  a  change,  not 
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forwan],  bat  backward,  and  rejuvenate  people,  and  particolarlj 
females,  by  that  man;  jeara.  Ferhaps  it  would  gain  popularity 
foster  still  than  normal  ovariotomy  has. 

These  remarks  are  made,  not  with  a  desire  to  ridicule,  bnt  to 
present  plainly  the  full  absurdity  of  the  conclnsioaa  which  una- 
voidably follow  the  acceptance  of  the  proposition  that  the  surgi- 
cal removal  of  the  normal  ovaries  accomplishes  the  change  of  life. 

The  change  of  life  is  brought  on  by  the  gradual  decline  of 
those  conditions  in  the  female  organization,  by  whose  co-opera- 
tien  the  fanctiooai  integrity  of  the  reproductive  organs  is  estab- 
lished and  maintained,  and  the  maturation  and  discharge  of  ova 
in  the  ovaries,  and  the  nutrition,  growth,  and  full  development 
of  the  impregnated  ovum  in  the  womb,  accomplished.  The  de- 
cline of  these  conditions  and  their  final  cessation  is  as  much  a 
physiological  necessity  as  their  first  development  at  the  age  of 
puberty. 

Menstmation,  the  periodical  discharge  of  the  blood,  baa  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  aocomplishment  of  the  objects  of  sexaal  life. 
It  is  only  the  visible  evidence  of  the  fact  that  the  blood  neces- 
sary for  the  purposes  of  reproduction  has  been  prepared,  has 
found  its  way  to  the  ovaries  and  womb,  and  has  not  all  been 
needed  there  in  the  absence  of  the  conditions  requiring  the  de- 
velopment of  an  impregnated  ovum.  This  discharge  is  a  physio- 
logical necessity  for  the  health  of  the  female,  and  only  the  conse- 
quence of,  bnt  not  the  phj'siological  process  itself,  that  requires 
OUT  main  consideration.  This  process,  to-wit:  the  periodical 
congestion  and  hyperemia  of  the  ovaries  and  womb,  in  order  to 
take  place  requires,  primarily,  a  quantity  of  blood  in  the  female 
larger  than  is  necessary  for  her  own  nutrition  and  sustenance, 
and  secondarily,  a  beattby  state  of  the  nervous  system  and  the 
sexual  organs. 

The  preparation  of  the  blood  in  the  female  necessary  for  this 
periodical  congestion  cannot  depend  upon  ovarian  action.  It  is 
simply  the  consequence  of  the  specific  typical  development  of  the 
female  organism  at  the  age  of  puberty.  It  goes  on  during  the 
entire  period  of  sexaal  life,  and  resnlts  in  the  monthly  discharge, 
as  long  as  impregnation  does  not  take  place;  in  the  development 
of  the  fcetus,  after  pregnancy.  In  a  few  instances  of  the  latter, 
although  the  maturation  and  discharge  of  ova  from  the  Graafian 
vesicles,  and  with  it  the  so-called  ovarian  impulse,  ceases  during 
that  state,  menstruation  still  continaes,  and  has  been  known  to 
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continne  up  to  the  Beventh  month  of  this  conditioD.  The  writer 
himself  knows  one  fem&le  in  this  city,  and  bos  delivered  her  sev- 
eral times,  who  invariably  menstmates  regalarl;  for  seven  months 
during  pregnancy. 

These  instances  fnrnish  at  least  formidable  cause  for  doubting 
Br.  Battey's  position,  and  reasonable  evidenne  that  the  periodical 
congestion  of  the  womb  and  ovaries  is  poseible  without  the  so- 
called  ovarian  impulse,  and  does  take  place  whenever  a  quantity 
of  blood  greater  tban  is  required  for  the  sustenance  of  the  mother 
alone,  or  even  of  the  mother  and  fcetus  together,  is  prepared  and 
contained  within  the  system,  or  in  other  words,  that  menstrua- 
tion occurs  without  ovulation.  In  other  cases,  where  the  amount 
of  blood  is  barely  snfiicient  to  sustain  reproductive  life — for  in- 
stance in  very  young,  or  auEemic,  or  chiorotio  Bubjacte,  ovulation 
and  pregnancy  take  place  without  menstruation  ever  making  its 
appearance,  which  means  simply  that  the  congestion  has  occurred, 
but  has,  up  to  that  time,  only  furnished  the  amount  of  blood 
necessary  for  the  process  of  gestation. 

If  it  is  sound  physiology  to  conclude  that  the  preparation  of 
this  surplus  blood  is  not  depending  upon  the  ovarian  impulse  is  it 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  nerve  action  of  the  ovaries,  the 
periodical  monthly  excitement  of  these  organs,  is  the  primary 
cause  of  their  periodical  congestion,  or  ia  it  logical  and  in  accord- 
ance with  sound  physiology  to  look  upon  the  monthly  plethora 
of  the  system  and  the  subsequent  increase  of  the  blood  pressure 
in  the  capillaries  generally,  and  the  sexual  organs  in  particular, 
and  the  irritation  of  the  vaso-motor,  and  trophic  nerves  of  these 
organs,  necessarily  resnlting  therefrom,  aa  the  primary  cause  of 
the  periodical  sexual  excitement  and  functional  activity  of  the 
female  organism,  which  either  terminates  in  the  normal  develop- 
ment of  a  fcetus,  or  the  monthly  discharge  of  blood,  by  which 
the  plethora  of  the  system,  the  blood  pressure,  the  irritation  of 
the  ovaries  and  womb,  the  general  orgaem  is  relieved,  until  after 
twenty-eight  days  the  increase  in  the  quantity  of  the  blood 
reaches  again  its  maximum,  and  gives  rise  to  the  same  process 
of  local  and  general  excitement. 

I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  tii\»  explanation  of  Ihe 
periodical  excitement  of  sexual  life  is  more  rational  than  the  idea 
that  the  ovaries,  as  the  producers  of  the  ova,  possess  within 
themselves  an  independent  primary  nerve  power,  which  is  within 
itself  powerful  enough  to  bring  on  this  production  of  surplus 
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blood  and  tlua  moaUilj  congeHtion,  iodepoBdeDt  of  any  otkev 
OBtoide  oo-operaUon  of  the  female  organism,  and  that  witboot 
thfi  action  of  this  nerre  power  the  monthly  ooogestion  wUl  aok 
occur. 

I  do  not  deny  the  developmeDt  of  a  higher  degree  of  oerre 
power  within  the  ovaries  during  the  maturation  and  diechai^  oi 
ova,  which  will  of  coarse  exercise  its  inflaenco  apoo  the  neigh- 
boring organs  and  the  female  system  generally;  bat  I  do  not 
admit  that  the  Tegetative  life  of  these  organs,  tbe  gradual  devel- 
opment of  ova,  the  development  of  a  deoidaoos  membrane  within 
the  womb,  and  the  oongestion  of  blood  to  these  organs,  by  which 
these  processes  become  possible,  is  depending  npoa  anything  else, 
primarily,  but  the  mechanical  and  chemical  impetus  imparted 
upon  the  capillary  walls  and  the  vaso-motor  nerves  of  the  tissaes, 
resulting  necessarily  from  the  periodical  reprodnotion  within  the 
female  system  of  a  larger  quantity  of  normal  blood  than  she  needs 
lor  her  own  porposes  of  nutrition.  I  do  also  not  deny  the  power 
of  the  ovaries  to  produce,  to  receive  and  to  convey  impreesioas 
through  ^eir  nerves  to  neighboring  organs  and  to  the  system 
generally,  but  I  cannot  see  any  oeoeasity  to  accept  the  idea  of 
the  exiateuee  of  a  so-called  menstrual  impulse  as  the  primary  and 
only  cause  of  the  monthly  coogestiou  of  the  orariea  and  womb. 
Mid  its  results.  With  the  denial  of  the  existeiMie  of  tbia  mea- 
stmal  impulse,  as  the  cause  of  the  monthly  oongestion  and  mea- 
gtraal  flow,  I  deny,  neoeasarily,  also  the  possibility  of  effecting 
Uw  change  of  life  by  the  surgical  removal  of  the  ovaries  and  the 
cure  of  the  difleases  intended  thereby. 

Why  do  the  advocates  of  this  ovular  theory  of  menstmatioD 
hold  that  a  female  can  never  menstruate  without  ovulating;  that 
the  two  processes  belong  together,  and  are  identical  ?  Why  do 
they  call  any  discbarge  or  flow  from  the  sexual  oigans,  no  matter 
how  regular  it  occurs,  a  pseado-menetrual  discharge,  a  metro- 
staais?  True  enough,  they  are  both  the  result  of  one  and  tbe 
same  pbyeiologioal  process  within  the  female  organisation,  but 
different  functional  manifestations  of  two  different  organs,  for 
distinct  purposes,  serving  one  final  object;  but  they  certainly  do 
not  occupy  Uie  relationship  of  cause  and  effect  to  each  other. 

Bischoff's  discovery  of  the  periodical  maturation  and  discharge 
of  ova  from  tbe  Qraafian  vesicles,  connected,  on  account  of  the 
sameness  of  tbei^  periodicity,  the  two  processes  of  ovulation  and 
luenstruatioQ  together  as  one  and  the  same  in  the  mind  of  pbya- 
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iclans,  &sd  ^ve  rise  to  the  confasioQ  yet  exiBtingf  amoDgfst  the 
profflssion  in  ivUtion  to  this  subject. 

Tfao  Eunonnt  of  the  menstrual  flow  with  each  monthly  conges- 
tion depends  apoa  the  amount  of  blood  the  female  is  able  to 
^repSire  for  the  parpose  of  reprodnction.  She  may,  therefore,  as 
Already  stated  above,  ovnlate  and  become  pregnant  without  men- 
stmating;  she'  may  menstruate  sparingly,  moderately.,  or  copi- 
onsly,  and  she  may  oontinne  to  menstruate  a  longer  or  shorter 
time  after  pregnancy.  Namerona  inatanoea  of  each  kind  can  be 
foQod  on  record.*  These  foots,  as  far  as  they  demonstrate  the 
oocnrrence  of  OTulation  without  menstmation,  you  are  willing  to 
receive;  bot  most  of  yon  will  still  ask;  Does  menstruation  occur 
without  ovulatiun  ?  I  ask.  Why  shonld  tlie  orariea  not  fail  some- 
times to  act  normally,  in  oonsequence  of  this  congestion,  as  much 
BO  as  the  womb  does  sometimes?  Graafian  vesicles,  if  the  ovaries 
are  histologically  imperfect,  may  fail  to  be  developed,  or  may 
only  undergo  imperfect  development,  and  never  reach  the  sar- 
face  and  burst.  All  this  may  take  place,  but  I  cannot  see  a  sin- 
gle physiological  reason  why,  in  case  of  such  histological  defi* 
oiencies,  unless  they  are  .congenital,  the  flow  of  blood  to  the 
womb  shonld  at  once  be  checked,  or  cease  to  produce  there  the 
same  physiological  resulta  that  it  usually  does.  I  admit  that 
ovalation  is  inclnded  when  we  speak  of  that  physiological  process 
which  finally  terminates  in  menstruHtion ;  but  I  do  not  admit  that 
this  process  does  not  occur  withont  the  development  of  ova,  or 
that  it  depends  primarily  upon  this  development.  If  menstma- 
tion does  not  occur  without  ovulation,  why  do  pathological  anat- 
omists not  always  find  a  fresh  corpns  Inteum  on  the  ovaries  of 
females  who  died  dnnng  menstruation?  The  fact  that  they  tte- 
qnently  do  not  find  it  cannot  be  denied.  Bischoff  himself,  BcelK- 
ker,  and  others  have  repeatedly  met  with  such  instances. 

Furthermore,  if  inenstrnation  cannot  occur  without  ovulation, 
why  does  it  occur  after  pregnancy?  The  maturation  and  dis- 
■cfaarge  of  new  ova  cease  as  soon  as  pregnancy  takes  place.  Prof. 
E.  Schultzef  says:  "Not  a  single  exception  from  this  mle  has 
ever  been  estabhshed  by  the  post  mortem  condition  of  the  ova-- 
ries  of  pregnant  or  lying-in  women."  All  pathological  anatomists 
agree  that  they  always  can  easily  discover  the  corpus  luteam 
verum  of  the  existing  pregnancy,  but  not  a  single  later  mark  of 
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a  ruptured  veaicle.  If  tbe  greater  development  of  a  corpns  la- 
team,  the  ovnm  of  wbicb  becomes  impregnaled,  is  owing  to  tbe 
more  permajient  and'  larger  blood-supply  of  the  ovaries  dariDg- 
pregDancj,  there  ie  no  reason  why  any  vesicles,  which  mpture 
afterwards  should  not  undergo  the  same  change  as  the  one  to 
which  the  pregnancy  is  owing,  and  should  become  corpora  latea 
vera.  But  never  more  than  one  of  them,  and  not  a  mark  of 
comon  lute  corjjora  latea,  as  they  appear  when  their  ova  do  not 
become  impregnated,  baa  ever  been  observed  under  such  cir- 
camstunces. 

Slaviansld,  in  his  late  researchea,*  arrived  at  the  conolusioa 
that  Oraafian  vesicles  are  continually  engaged  in  a  process  of  de- 
velopment and  maturation  dnring  childhood  as  regular  as  during 
tbe  age  of  puberty;  but  do  not  reach  the  surface  of  the  organ, 
and  therefore  do  not  burst,  but  undergo  a  process  of  retrogres- 
sive metamorphosis.  If  the  monthly  congestion  ie  caused  by  the 
irritation  of  the  ovaries  by  the  ripening  of  ova,  the  so-called  ova- 
rian impulse,  and  its  effect  upon  the  womb  and  the  system  gen- 
erally, why  does  this  process,  then,  if  Slavianski's  obaervatioDB 
are  correct,  not  commence  long  before  the  age  of  puberty?  This 
is  not  the  case,  because  ovarian  functional  action  alone  is  not 
sufficient,  as  I  have  been  endeavoring  to  illustrate  during  the 
entire  course  of  this  essay,  to  establish  sexoal  life;  bat  it  requires 
the  full  maturity  of  the  blood,  the  nervous  system  and  tbe  sexual 
organs,  and  their  harmonious  co-operation  to  establish  the  oom- 
bination  of  fnuctional  activity  constituting  perfect  sexual  capacity. 

Thus  tbe  occurrence  of  menetruaton  without  ovulation  is  at 
least  more  than  a  probable  occurrence,  and  the  conclasion  of 
Wells  and  others,  adopted  by  T>v.  Battey,  that  all  these  monthly 
discharges  of  blood,  no  matter  how  regular  they  occur,  where  the 
possibility  of  ovulation  is  or  seems  excluded,  shall  be  called  oases 
of  mere  pseudo-menstr nation,  or  metro-eta ssis,  does,  in  reality, 
not  change  the  actual  fact  of  their  oocarrence,  and  gives  us  not 
the  slightest  physiological  reason  why  they  should  occur  and 
should  not  be  considered  cases  of  menstruation  in  the  fall  sense 
of  the  word. 

You  will  now  want  to  know  why,  if  my  theoty  of  ovulatioa 
and  menstruation  is  correct,  tbe  menstrual  flow  has  ceased  iik 
some  cases  where  the  ovaries  were  removed  in  their  normal  state. 
I  cannot  give  you  an  explanation  of  this  occurrence  npon  the 
basis  of  the  general  principles  I  have  advocated  in  this  paper. 
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ao;  more  than  the  advocates  of  the  ovular  theory  can  explain 
wh;  it  did  not  cease  iu  other  sach  cases;  but  I  am  confident  that 
a  close  iovestigatioD  of  their  history  and  nature,  where  it  can  be 
had,  will  freqnnntly  furnish  a  reason.  The  fact  that  it  did  not 
cease  for  a  long  time,  and  has  perhaps  not  ceased  yet,-  in  Dr.  B. 
Battey's  Borne  case,  I  suppose  remains  also  unexplained. 

Can  the  results  of  the  surgical  remoyal  of  diseased  ovarien 
prove  anything  for  or  against  the  hypothesis  that  menstruation 
depends  upon  ovulation  ? 

If  there  is  normal  ovarian  tissue  still  in  existence  in  such  dis- 
eased ovaries,  vrhich  happens  to  remain  in  consequence  of  only 
partial  removal  by  operation,  menstrnation,  according  to  the 
ovular  theory,  must  continue;  if  removed  it  must  cease.  Accord- 
ing to  my  theory  it  will  go  on  in  either  case,  unless  other  cir- 
cumstanoes  cause  its  cessation.  As  no  data  are  on  hand  in  any 
of  these  cases  to  decide  upon  these  points,  they  furnish  no  evi- 
dence for  or  against  either  theory. 

These,  and  still  more  so  the  cases  where  the  ovaries  are  en- 
tirely disoiganized,  where  no  normal  ovarian  tissue  remains  in 
existenoe,  where,  therefore,  in  accordance  with  the  ovular  theory, 
menstruation  ought  not  to  exist,  even  before  the  operation,  and 
where  a  process  of  morbid  development  has  been  going  on  for  a 
longer  or  shorter  period  of  time,  admit  undoubtedly  of  the  fol- 
'  lowing  question,  to-wit:  Would  such  a  process  of  morbid  nutri- 
tion within  the  ovaries,  existing  during  a  number  of  years,  not 
estabhsh  a  degree  of  local  irritation,  hyperiemia,  oonsumption, 
and  consequent  waste  of  nutritive  material,  tlAt  the  climacteric 
period,  the  time  during  which  the  female  organism  furnishes  the 
increased  blood  supplyfor  the  purposes  of  reproductive  action, 
would  be  considerably  shortened?  Might  we  then,  in  such  cases, 
after  the  removal  of  the  diseased  ovaries,  and  of  the  morbid  irri- 
tation, not  expect,  in  some  cases,  an  immediate,  or  at  least  an 
earlier  cessation?  This  appears  to  me  more  than  probable;  bat 
as  the  history  of  these  cases  has  not  been  written  with  a  view  to 
these  points,  our  means  to  decide  upon  the  question  before  usi 
from  the  results  of  ovariotomy,  are  quite  deficient,  and  I  therefore 
cannot  admit  them  as  reliable  evidence  for  or  againstvmy  theory- 

Tbe  consideration  of  the  pathology  of  ovulation  and  men- 
struation upon  tiie  basis  of  the  physiology  of  these  processes,  as 
set  forth  in  this  paper,  I  must  necessarily  defer  to  a  future  time, 
on  account  of  the  great  length  which  it  has  already  assumed. 
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5XtT0R  ALBUS. 

Bi  J.  e.  WUl MOBXLAHIi,  H.D.,  /at.txth,1it, 

Lraoorrfaoeft  ftnd  Addf  Hlbai  litarHlly  meui  a  white  flow  or 
flax.  ThoM  terma  hftve  been  ftpplied  to  a  mnona  diachftrge  from 
the  Tagiiift,  and  ia  oommonljr  known  aa  whiles.  Blennorrhcea, 
with  a  prefix  denoting  the  part  from  which  macna  flows,  ia  equally 
applicable,  and  even  more  appropriate,  if  the  white  dischai^  be 
macBS.  Thna  vaginal  blennoirbcsa  wonld  he  understood  as  mn- 
eos  diaobarge  from  the  vagina. 

Now  is  this  mncOB  discharge  from  the  vagina  entitled  to  the 
dignify  of  a  disease,  whieh  may  be  relieved  by  a  particnlar  rem- 
edy  applied  to  the  vagina,  or  by  any  particnlar  olaaa  of  what  are 
caUed  general  remedies,  introdaoed  into  the  oiroolation?  We 
nobeeitatin^y  answer  no.  In  the  first  [dace,  it  mnat  be  remem- 
bered that  the  discharge  may  originate  in  the  ntems,  the  urethra 
or  in  the  vagina  itself,  and  may  depend  apon  relaxation,  irrita- 
tion or  inflammation  of  the  mncons  anrface  from  which  the  flow 
proceeds.  Not  only  so,  bat  if  inflammation  gives  rise  to  it,  there 
must  be  some  practical  importance  in  asceiituning  whether  it  be 
specific  or  noD-speoifio,  chronic  or  acute. 

Lencorrhcea,  fiuor  albas,  or  whites,  or  more  praotioally  speak- 
ing, a  white  discharge  &om  the  vagina,  may  originate  in  tile 
mncona  membrane  of  that  canal,  and  depend  upon  merely  an 
inactive,  relaxed,  or  passive  state  of  tissue,  reqoiiing  only  the 
application  of  a  decoction  of  oak  bark,  or  solution  of  tannin, 
twioa  daily,  for  its  reliel  If,  however,  the  discharge  proceeds 
from  the  interior  of  the  ntems,  no  benefit  can  reettlt  from  this  or 
other  treatmeat  directed  to  the  vagina. 

The  writer  had  indulged  the  hope  that  aach  terms  as  leaoor- 
rb<ea,  diarrhcsa,  bleanorrboaa,  prolapsus,  and  dropsy,  thoogb 
once  tboQght  sufficiently  definite,  had  been  entirety  discarded  by 
modem  writers,  except  in  giving  the  result  or  ^mptom  of  dia- 
ease.  There  ia  as  much  propriety  in  calling  all  diseases  of  the 
respiratoiy  organs  broocorrhoea,  becaose  expectoration  resnlta 
from  them,  as  in  naming  and  treating  all  diseases  of  the  female 
procreative  organs  on  Uie  snppoaition  that  all  the  trouble  exists 
in  the  vagina  producing  too  mach  mncus,  or  the  aterns  being 
too  low  in  the  pelvis.  With  such  nomenclature  and  such  treat- 
ment I  had  abundant  reaaon  to  be  disgusted  at  least  twenty 
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for  io  the  use  of  pharmacological  remediee  alone,  but  also  in 
climatic  and  other  external  influencee,  phj'RiciaDS  are  expected  to 
advise,  &a  well  ae  in  those  sfTectious  auder  the  control  of  medi- 
cines. The  medical  adviser  is  prenumed  to  know  whether,  in  a 
particular  case,  relaxing,  sedative,  and  soothing  influeucea,  or 
innervatioD  and  general  invigorating  means  are  demanded. 

Chronic  afTectiona  of  the  liver,  bowels,  spleen,  brain,  and  per- 
haps the  kidnejs  and  bladder,  are  more  common  in  warm  lati- 
tadea;  while  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  are  said  to  abound 
in  cold  climates.  Constitutional  coDformatlou  or  temperament 
doubtless  predisposes  to  the  existence  of  certain  diseases.  In  a 
stmmous  constitution,  for  instance,  scrofula  or  tuberculosis  ia 
developed  onder  favorable  circumstauces,  and  disturbance  of  the 
liver  and  bowels  are  more  likely  to  occur  in  persona  of  bilious 
temperament  These  opposite  states  of  constitutional  conforma- 
tion require  different  management  to  prevent  and  to  cure  the 
respective  diseases  to  which  they  are  subject  A  home  in  the 
tropics  is  l>etter  for  one,  while  in  the  other,  biliary  and  bowel 
affections  may  be  avoided  by  a  residence  in  a  frigid  zone. 

Other  facts,  connected  with  hygiene  and  the  core  of  disease, 
must  be  considered.  'Without  taking  into  the  account  all  the 
indirect  influences  favorable  and  unfavorable  to  the  preservation 
and  restoration  of  health,  the  medical  adviser  fails  to  discfaai^ 
bis  duty.  The  health  of  other  organs  thau  that  diseased  or 
threatened  with  disease,  must  be  considered.  While  we  protect 
from  dii-ect  injurious  influences,  it  must  be  remembered  that  we 
sometimes  indirectly  hasten  the  dreaded  difficulty  by  depressing 
a  controlling  organ  of  the  body,  by  the  means  employed.  Thus, 
when  the  subject  of  strumous  constitution  visits  a  warm  climate 
to  prevent  the  injurious  effects  of  cold  weather  upon  the  respira- 
tory apparatus,  he  meets  with  enervation  and  depression  from 
the  warm,  relaxing  temperature,  which  state  of  the  nervous  sys- 
tem tends  materially  to  the  development  and  unfavorable  progress 
of  tuberculosis.  It  is  well  known  that  invigoration  of  the  nerv- 
ous system  is  indispensitle  in  the  treatment  of  tuberculous  sub- 
jects, and  in  shunning  the  irritation  of  colder  air,  the  patient  is 
exposed  to  general  enervation,  equally  injurious.  In  steering 
safely  from  Scylla  he  strikes  the  fatal  strand  of  Carybdis. 

Moreover,  oily  food,  so  useful  in  one  of  strumous  diathesis,  is 
rarely  relished  to  the  necessary  amonnt,  in  warm  climates,  to 
to  afford  adequate  support.    Indeed,  consumptives  seeking  health 
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in  Southern  latitudes,  rel;  too  ekclaeively  on  the  change  of  cli- 
mate for  relief,  and  often  the  fatal  termination  is  haatened  b; 
fiuoh  a  course.  Again,  many  stop  short  of  reaching  a  location 
free  from  chilling  winds,  and  hence  are  exposed  to  the  enervating 
inflaence  of  a  burning  sun  and  the  hronchial  irritation  of  "cold 
enaps,"  which  occasionally  occur  in  many  places  visited  by  sucb 
invalids.  Even  chronic  bronchitis,  in  which  full  nervous  vigor 
is  not  so  important  to  recoverj'  as  in  tuberculosis,  is  protracted^ 
by  such  changes. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  and  from  the  resnlt  of  cases  under  my 
direotioQ,  visiting  Florida  in  the  neighborhood  of  Jacksonville,  I 
have  for  many  years  advised  consumptives  to  remain  at  home, 
unless  they  go  sufficiently  far  south  to  avoid  sudden  changes  of 
temperature,  to  which  most  of  Florida  is  subject.  Even  then, 
without  great  care  in  promoting  general  vigor  by  nourishing  and 
oily  food,  and  by  every  means  of  promoting  nervous  power,  no 
advantage  is  offered. 


Atlanta  g^a^rmig  of  ^i&klnt. 


?.  SCOTT,  M.T).,  Bdottm. 


Atlanta,  January  18,  1876. 

Academy  met.  Dr.  Miller,  President,  presiding. 

Dr.  John  M.  Johnson  read  a  paper  on  Opium  Poisoning,  in 
which  he  objected  to  the  doctrine  of  the  antidotal  properties  of 
certain  drugs  in  opium  poisoning,  and  pronounced  the  theory  a 
myth. 

On  the  conclusion  of  the  Doctor's  paper,  Dr  Todd  remarked 
that  the  effects  produced  by  the  opium  taken  by  his  patients 
precludes  the  idea  of  cow  dung  as  a  constituent.  Again,  Dr' 
Johnson  gives  no  reason  for  veratrum  not  being  an  antidote  to 
opium. 

Dr.  Joboaon  said  he  only  reported  bis  own  experience;  opium 
ftnd  its  preparations  were  in  everybody's  hands,  and  was  regarded 
as  a  harmless  drug;  so  much  so  that  until  lately  no  inquiry  had 
been  made  into  its  components;  at  present  knew  of  several  con* 
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rtitoeiit  parts,  bnt  of  a  gr«at  iiiftDy  we  biov  nothili;.  If  thiB  is 
the  case,  why  speak  of  antidotes?  He  remarked  tiiat  bo  man  of 
repatation  would  stake  himself  on  belladooDa  as  bttn^  an  anti* 
dote,  yet  it  was  a  remedy  very  potent  for  evil;  the  same  thing 
with  varatram.  He  used  them  hesitatingly  and  in  small  qoaati- 
iiea.  Remarked,  also,  that  the  discoverer  of  veratmm  considered 
it  deobstment,  sndorifie,  and  especially  sedative;  then  if  it  was 
wanted  to  keep  np  the  circulation,  woold  yon  give  Teratmm? 
Uanifestly  no.  Under  peculiar  drcnmdtances,  as  £rm  palae  and 
heat  of  skin,  he  nonld  give  it  for  the  sedative  effeote;  bat  where 
it  was  necessary  to  stimulate  and  send  arterial  blood  to  the  brain, 
to  keep  up  its  energies,  he  would  not  give  veratrum.  He  farther 
remarked  that  he  was  aseking  for  tmth,  and  if  wrong,  wished  to 
be  corrected,  and  merely  made  these  soggestions  in  the  intareet 
of  the  profession. 

Dr.  Todd  replied  that  he  did  not,  of  coarse,  mean  to  oonvey 
the  impression  in  his  paper  that  veratrom  was  ohemioally  an 
antidote  to  opium.  The  effects  being  different,  he  considered 
the  drags  antagonistic.  Thought  poisoning  was  not  the  result 
of  depression  of  the  heart's  action,  but  paralysis  of  the  respira- 
tory function  and  want  of  stimulatioa  to  the  brain. 

Dr.  Johnson  considered  the  respiratory  act  essential  as  a  atim- 
nlas  to  cardiac  action.  If  the  blood  is  not  oxygenated,  the 
heart's  action  ceases  im  media tdy. 

Dr.  Todd  asked  if  that  is  the  case,  why  does  not  a  man's 
heart  cease  to  beat  when  he  ia  choked  from  hanging?  He  asked 
Dr.  Johnson  how  long  did  it  beat  when  a  man  was  hung. 

Dr.  Johnson  replied,  from  ten  to  fifteen  minutes;  ept^a  offi- 
«ially. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  wanted  the  Doctor  to  define  ttie 
term  antidote. 

Dr.  Johnson  replied  that  he  meant  "good  againiil." 

The  President  thought  Dr.  Todd's  idea  was  not  that  they 
were  chemically  antagonistic  to  each  other,  but  that  the  effects 
were  different.  Remarked,  also,  that  Dr.  Johnson  censured  ver- 
atrum and  beltadonna  because  they  were  both  daagerous  reme- 
dies. Thought  his  suggeetious  were  of  value  to  prohibit  raah 
experiment  Concluded  by  asking  Dr.  Todd  bow  much  reratrum 
he  thought  could  be  eafely  given,  t 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  had  seen  a  man  take  an  ounce  of 
veratrum,  mistaking  it,  whilst  tapering  off  from  a  spree,  for  par- 
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flgotio.  It  prodaoed  moat  teirifio  vomiting  and  alarming  pros- 
tratioD,  cold  extremities,  cold  sweata,  etc;  palse  36.  ArriTod  a 
half  boar  afterwards,  and  found  faim  in  above  condition.  Opiam 
and  stimnlants  were  given  happily.  Thinks  there  is  do  doabt 
opium  will  counteract  the  effects  of  veratram;  he  always  gives  it 
in  vomiting  from  veratrum;  he  had  never  seen  veratrnm  given 
for  opium  poisoning.  Said  be  oonsido-ed  it  an  antidote  to  th« 
effbote  of  opium,  bat  not  in  the  sense  Dr.  Johnson  would  have  it 
to  aet— chemically. 

Dr.  J.  Q.  Westmoreland  thought  opium  acted  as  a  stimnlant 
or  excitant  of  the  brain,  and  that  the  proper  antidote  would  be 
found  in  the  remedy  acting  as  a  sedative.  He  therefore  thinks 
it  reasonable  that  veratrum.  being  a  {toweifol  sedative,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  the  brain,  should  prove  a  useful  anti- 
dote for  the  poifiODous  efl^ts  of  opium.  Although  he  had  used 
belladoona  tor  this  purpose,  he  thinks  the  veratrum  treatment 
probably  more  rational. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson  asked,  is  opium  a  sedative  ?  la  coma  the 
efieot  of  stimulation? 

Dr.  J.  G.  Westmoreland — No;  it  is  a  stimulant  of  the  brain, 
but  coma  may  be  the  result  of  destroyed  function  of  the  brain, 
ftorn  excessive  excitement  as  well  as  sedation.  Insenaibiliby  may 
be  the  result  of  anything  that  destroys  the  function  of  the  brain. 
Too  much  blood,  and  too  little  in  the  brain,  alike  cause  insensi- 
bility. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson — The  first  effect  of  opium  is  that  of  stimu- 
lation, next  drowsiness,  and  finally  iooensibiUty,  or  coma.  Is 
this  stimulation  ? 

Dr.  J.  O.  Westmoreland — No;  it  is  not  stimulation,  but  the 
resnh  of  over-stimulation.  The  function  of  the  brain  is  deranged 
by  excessive  excitement  Even  when  the  stimulation  has  not 
been  sufficient  to  disturb  the  function,  but  only  in  amount  to 
make  it  more  perfect,  a  state  of  comparative  inactivity  succeeds 
the  exhilaration.  Like  a  wave  of  the  sea,  in  proportion  to  the 
height  it  rises  will  be  its  descent  below  the  normal  standard. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Johnson — But  if  the  man  is  already  depressed,  would 
yon  give  veratrum? 

Dr.  J.  O.  Westmoreland — I  would  in  order  to  change  the 
state  of  the  brain,  which  is  the  subject  of  paralyzing  excitement, 
not  the  result  of  excitement  which  passed  off  hours  ago. 

Dr.  Baird — What  do  yon  mean  by  stimulation  of  the  brain? 

Dr.  J.  G.  Westmoreland — Increased  excitement 
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Dr.  Baird — thea  you  believe  sleep  to  be  a  state  of  cerebral 
excitement;? 

Br.  J.  G.  Westmoreland — No;  I  never  meDtioned  sleep  in 
connection  with  the  effects  of  opiain. 

Dr.  Baird — Does  not  opinm  produce  sleep? 
Dr.  J.  G.  Westmoreland — No;  it  produces  excitement,  exhil- 
aration, and  as  the  excitement  subsides  sleep  ma;  ensue.  la  one 
that  has  been  suffering  for  some  time  from  pain  and  loas  of  sleep 
in  consequence,  sleep  may  coma  on  as  the  pain  is  relieved  hy 
opinm  notwithstanding,  and  in  despite  its  exhilarating  effect 

Dr.  Miller  was  struck  by  the  fact  of  the  relief  following  the 
Yomiting,  which  be  didn't  doubt  was  produced  by  the  veratrum 
taken,  but  would  not  anj  emetic  produce  the  same  effect?  Knew 
of  foi'ty-five  drops  having  been  taken  by  a  physician,  &om  which 
he  became  insensible.  No  vomiting,  and  died  three  hours  after- 
wards. This  cose  caused  bim  to  use  caution  in  the  administra- 
tion of  veratrum.  He  thought  the  question  as  to  the  antidotal 
properties  of  veratrum  in  opium  poisoning  was  still  gubjudice. 

Dr.  Todd  knew  veratrum  was  a  poison,  and  he  had  seen  cases 
where  the  patients  would  have  died  if  not  for  the  use  of  opium 
and  stimalants. 

Dr.  Miller  called  attention  to  the  experiments  of  Matteuchi, 
showing  that  exosmosis  and  endosroosis  going  on  was  stopped  if 
morphine  was  dissolved  in  one  of  them.  Thought  probably  that 
veratrum  might  act  in  that  way,  preventing  the  absorption  of 
morphia.  He  said  that  opium,  by  preventing  endomosis  and 
exosmosis,  cured  diarrhoea. 

Dr.  Todd  entirely  rejects  this  hypotbetiis;  for  if  morphia  pre- 
vented absorbtion,  bow  does  it  get  into  the  circulation  itself? 
He  thinks  the  astringent  action  of  opium  is  referable  to  three 
phenomena:  1st,  by  partially  paralyzing  the  peristaltic  action  of 
the  intestine;  2d,  by  diminishing  all  of  the  secretions  except  thst 
of  the  skin;  3d,  by  retarding  tissue  metamorphosis. 

Dr.  Todd,  upon  being  asked  in  what  way  veratrum  was  anti- 
dotal to  opium,  and  how  be  reconciled  the  known  depressent 
effect  of  both  remedies  on  the  circulation  of  the  heart,  answered, 
that  he  was  not  any  more  able  to  explain  how  it  antagonized 
opium  than  he  was  to  elucidate  how  quinine  cured  ague,  sulphur 
scabies,  or  mercury  syphilis;  that  they  do  it  we  know,  and  give 
them  without  knowing  their  modus  operandi.  No  more  potent 
agent  in  shock  from  a  severe  injury,  when  the  pulse  is  weak  and 
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the  heart's  action  depressed,  than  opium,  is  at  our  disposal.  We 
give  it  frequently  to  relieve  congestion,  although  we  know  it  de- 
presses the  heart's  action;  we  treat  many  inSammations  as  if  the 
pharyns,  larynx,  and  buccal  mucous  membrane,  by  applying  to 
them  an  agent  which  increases  iotlamintttion ;  we  give  a  cathartic 
frequently  to  cure  a  diarrhoea. 

Dr.  Calhoun  reported  a  case  of  supposed  melanotic  cancer  of 
the  cornea;  certainly  it  was  eucephatoid  in  character.  A  lady 
thirty-one  or  thirty-two  years  old,  six  mouths  ago  was  thrown 
from  a  horse,  and  when  lifted  up  there  was  a  little  ccchymosis  of 
right  eye  at  junction  of  cornea  and  sclerotic.  It  increased  in 
size,  and  was  removed  in  Spartanburg,  S.  C.  Afterwards  was 
thrice  removed;  the  last  removal  being  about  six  weeks  ago. 
When  I  saw  her  it  was  just  protruding  between  the  eyelids.  The 
original  seat  of  trouble  was  conjunctiva  around  the  cornea.  In- 
tervals were  shorter  and  growth  more  rapid  after  each  removal. 
It  presented  three  or  four  little  melanotic  points  on  cornea,  which 
were  very  rare.  It  was  easily  broken  down  by  probe,  like  brain 
substance.  Remarked  that  the  only  remedy  was  removal  of  the 
eye-ball,  which  was  done  in  the  ordinary  way.  The  danger  is 
that  the  nerve  was  affected  before  the  removal.  Statistics  of  very 
few  such  coses  are  on  record,  and  he  would  like  to  know  the  ex- 
perience of  members  as  to  its  return 

Dr.  W.  F,  Westmoreland's  experience  wos  that  encephaloid 
cancer  is  generally  rapid  in  growth,  and  tissues  become  early 
affected.  Epithelioma  is  less  malignant,  and  he  has  removed 
several  without  return.  Was  of  the  opinion  that  some  cancers 
are  local,  and  others  not.  Thought  the  above  case  was  of  local 
origin.     Has  never  known  encephaloid  cancer  to  fail  to  return. 

Dr.  Budicill  (visiting)  remarked  that  the  report  of  proceed- 
ings of  Academy,  in  the  Jovknai,,  were  always  looked  for  with 
great  interest  by  the  profession.  Said  the  Academy  would  con- 
fer additional  favor  on  the  profession,  especially  those  in  the 
country,  by  discussing  such  di^ases  as  might  be  pretelent  at 
any  time. 

Dr.  Baird  wished  to  call  attention  to  the  effects  of  belladonna 
in  promoting  contraction  of  the  vesical  sphincter.  Has  recently 
treated  six  coses  of  incontinence  of  urine — three  in  adults,  three 
in  children,  and  hod  used  tr.  of  bellodonna,  in  dose  of  fifteen 
drops,  three  or  four  times  daily,  in  adults,  with  invariable  suc- 
cess. In  these  cases  he  was  unable  to  ascribe  the  trouble  to  any 
ascertainable  cause. 
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Dr.  W.  F.  WMtmoreUncI  tbonght  tbia  irutment  wm  nctt  gen- 
«r«U;  known  wad  not  gensrall;  practiced,  And  would  lik*  Dr. 
Baird  to  prepare  a  paper  stttting  tb«  facta  is  each  case  and  tbe 
quantity  oaed. 

Dr.  Jno.  M.  Johnson  has  bean  accaatomed  to  nse  this  remedy 
for  a  long  time,  and  thooght  everyone  did  the  same.  He  seldom 
ased  any  other  remedy  for  the  condition.  Its  history  ahona  it 
has  been  used  for  this  affection  many  years.  Belated  aeToral 
oases  in  which  he  need  English  extract  of  belladonna  with  good 
resolts. 

Dr.  Todd  remarked  that  the  known  rariabilitj  of  strength  of 
Qta  tinotojTO  and  eztraot,  leads  him  to  inquire  if  atropia  has  been 
osed.  and  the  result. 

Dr.  Baird  called  attention  to  the  importance  of  ooatinaing  its 
administration  several  days  after  the  desired  effect  bad  beaa 
seonred,  in  order  to  effect  a  cure,  and  aametimes  it  was  erett 
necessary  to  aecure  the  phyeiolc^oal  e&lBcta. 

Ihe  President  thonght  the  remedy  acted  by  relieving  the  irri- 
tabili^  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder. 

Dr.  John  SI.  Johnson  said  it  was  perfectly  safe  to  use  it  wbaa 
there  was  incontinence  onor  excessive  repeated  or  constantly 
reoorring  flow  of  urine.  Gives  it  in  smAll  quantities  and  washes 
its  effects.  If  used  long  enough  it  would  set  up  irritation  in 
some  of  the  urinary  passages  or  bowels,  and  increase  existing 
irritation  of  the  longa,  as  in  coosumpUon,  where  it  should  bs 
given  no  longer  than  absolutely  necesesiy.  Iq  some  cases,  aa 
Bright's  disease,  or  active  inflammation  and  diachaige  of  blood 
from  the  bladder,  it  dues  uot  correct  the  trouble. 

Academy  adjourned. 

Atlanta,  February  1, 1876. 

Academy  met,  the  President,  Dr.  Uiller,  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Scott  reported  a  case  of  poisoning  of  a  family  of  five  per- 
sona. Five  out  of  a  family  of  eight  had  eaten  some  souse  meat 
for  breakfast.  Soon  afterwards  those  who  bad  partaken  of  it 
commenced  vomiting  And  purging;  one  of  them,  the  father, 
seemed  to  have  vomited  all  the  poison,  as  he  was  not  affected 
afterwards,  and  only  required  a  little  whisky  to  quiet  his  stom- 
ach. The  others  continued  to  vomit  and  purge  during  the  whole 
day,  becoming  gradually  weaker  and  weaker,  until  about  5  p.it., 
when  he  was  sent  for.     On  arriving  be  foand  them  in  an  alarm- 
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iag  state  of  prostration.  snSaring  great  pain  in  the  bowela,  and 
oat  of  their  heada,  making  it  difficult  to  control  them.  The  two 
yoangeet,  eepecially,  were  almost  lifeless.  He  immediatelj'  gave 
hypodermic  morphia,  repeated  every  half  hour  tor  three  timea. 
Also  gave  sulphate  of  zinc  and  sent  for  stimulants  and  mustard. 
The  morphia  produced  quick  relief,  quieting  the  patients  and 
TelieviDg  the  head  symptoms.  The  zinc  acted  happily,  prodncing 
in  half  an  hour  copious  vomiting  from  each. 

In  the  meantime,  Drs.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  and  Thomas  M. 
Mcintosh  arrived,  at  his  request,  when  the  treatment  was  con- 
turned,  with  the  addition  of  milk  punch  in  large  quantities,  and 
mustard  freely  to  extremities.  He  remained  with  them  nntill' 
o'clock.  Patients  continued  to  improve,  and  finally  went  off  into 
a  quiet  sleep,  from  which  they  awoke  at  8  o'clock  next  day.  AU 
did  well  afterward;  one  had  dysentery,  which  yielded  kindly  to 
treatmenL  It  will  be  noticed  that  only  those  in  the  family  who 
partook  of  the  meat  were  afTected.  Again,  a  cat  eat  some  of  the 
meat,  and  vomited  freely.  It  was  then  a  reasonable  conclusion 
that  the  meat  was  at  fault.  The  attending  physician  concluded 
that  the  souse  meat  bad  been  pressed  in  copper  vessels,  though  ^ 
this  was  emphatically  denied  by  the  person  from  whom  it  bad 
been  obtained.  The  family  said  that  they  scraped  off  a  mould 
from  the  souse  before  eating  it 

Dr.  Scott  remarked,  also,  that  there  were  worms  vomited  by 
one  of  the  children  and  by  the  cat;  these  were  of  the  lumbricoid 
character,  and  came  away  in  detachments.  How  this  was  pro- 
duced be  knew  not. 

On  the  conclusion  of  the  report,  there  ensued  a  discussion  on 
the  power  of  certain  remedies  to  disintegrate  worms. 

Dr.  Miller  thought  there  was  no  evidence  to  snetain  the  asser- 
tion made  by  some,  and  commonly  believed  by  the  masses,  that 
certain  medicines  had  this  power.  He  has  never  met  with  a  case, 
and  believes  it  to  be  impossible. 

Dr.  John  Q.  Westmoreland  held  the  same  opinion. 

Dr.  Todd  remarked  that  probably  the  worms,  in  this  case, 
had  been  bitten  into  pieces  by  the  patients. 

Dr.  John  M.  Johnson  thonght  medicines  were  capable  of 
causing  them  to  pass  in  detachments.  When  we  give  a  remedy, 
it  immediately  affects  and  destroys  the  worm;  in  a  very  short 
time  it  becomes  decomposed  and  passes  away  in  detachments. 
Bemarked  that  he  had  had  some  experience  in  poisoning  from 

Vol.  Xm.— So  13.— 47. 
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food.  Belated  &  case  of  poisoning  in  a  boarding-house,  from 
eating  chicken  salad.  There  was  nottiing  possibly  poisonons  in 
the  ingredtenta.  He  explained  the  case  by  sapng  that  the  salad 
was  partially  cooked,  and  the  protenio  oompouuda,  under  the 
inflaence  of  beat,  having  been  placed  on  a  ehelf  in  a  warm  room, 
became  poisonons.  He  would  explain  the  above  case  in  the  eame 
way,  and  thinks  the  fact  of  there  being  a  mould  goes  far  to  salK 
stantiate  his  theory. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  doubts  the  theory  of  worms  becom- 
ing so  soon  decomposed.  Has  seen  them  thirty-six  hours  after 
being  voided  still  alive.    Thinks  it  more  plausible  they  were  bitten. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  affirms  that  remedies  do  not  macerate  womu. 
He  has  found,  as  a  most  admirable  remedy  for  worms,  hypoaol- 
phite  of  soda,  in  doses  of  five,  ten,  or  fifteen  grains,  in  solntioQ. 
This  kills  the  worms  absolutely.  He  is  in  the  habit  of  not  giving 
anything  to  move  the  bowels  afterwards,  as  the  remedy  itaeU 
acts. 

Dr.  KauBchenberg  has  never  met  with  worms  cut  up,  and 
doesn't  beheve  they  ever  are.  He  cannot  imagine  how  it  is  pos- 
sible for  them  to  be  so. 

In  reference  to  partially  decomposed  meats  being  poisonous. 
Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland  remarked  that  that  was  the  kind  that 
suited  the  epicure. 

Dr.  John  M.  Johnson,  in  reply,  said  that  if  decomposition  seta 
in  and  the  gases  are  allowed  to  escape,  yon  have  no  poison;  bnt 
if  the  gases  are  pent  up,  then  there  is  a  poison. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Johnson  stated  that  some  meats  will  not  produce 
this  poison  readily,  while  others  will,  as  the  lighter  meats,  oysters 
for  instance,  not  fresh,  produce  symptoms  of  poisoning.  He  re- 
ferred to  cases  reported  by  Dr.  Boird  at  last  meeting  of  Academy, 
in  reference  to  belladonna  in  promoting  contraction  of  vesical 
sphincter.  He  believei)  that  the  belladonna  acted,  not  by  pro- 
ducing contraction  or  dilatation,  but  by  relieving  irritation. 
Bemarked  that  Dr.  Stanford,  of  Columbus,  reported  a  series  of 
cases  to  the  Georgia  Medical  Association,  in  which  hyperseBthesia 
of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  the  result  of  it,  were  cured  bj 
introducing  steel  sounds. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Johnson  reported  a  case  of  pruritus  ani,  which  has 
annoyed  him  considerably.  Stout,  healthy  young  man,  twenty- 
five  years  old,  single,  regular  habits  and  temperate.  The  disease 
has  lasted  for  months,  and  is  very  annoying  to  him  night  and 
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dfty.  It  18  altogether  without  the  rectam,  having  oommeDced  at 
first  midway  betweeo  the  scrotam  and  rectum.  He  has  examiDed 
the  case  carefully  and  repeatedly.  The  bowels  are  regular;  no 
aBcaridee;  liver  all  right;  no  disease  of  rectum.  He  has  used 
remedy  after  remedy  with  do  avail.  He  cauterized  the  rectum 
with  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  in  glycerine,  the  idea 
being  suggested  from  having  cured  a  very  intractable  case  of 
chronic  dysentery  with  it  Probably  there  might  be  a  tapeworm. 
The  sphincter  ani  muscle  is  very  powerful,  and  he  now  thinks  of 
rupturing  it  as  a  means  of  reliel 

Dr.  Miller  proposed  that  he  make  use  of  the  anal  pessary. 

Dr.  John  M.  Johnson  once  had  a  case  of  hemorrhoids,  accom- 
panied with  violent  itching.  He  treated  her  repeatedly  with 
various  remedies,  and  finally  used  the  anal  pessary,  with  no  re- 
currence. Remarked  that  it  could  be  worn  with  no  inconveni- 
ence, save  the  escape  of  offensive  gasea. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Westmoreland  said  that  Dr.  J.  T.  Johnson's  case 
was  probably  one  of  disease  of  the  skin  around  the  sphincter, 
and  that  the  remedy  should  be  applied  to  the  sliin.  He  recently 
had  a  case  of  excessive  itching  around  the  anus  and  extending 
into  the  anus  somewhat,  which  he  cured  in  a  few  days  by  apply- 
ing once  daily  a  mixture  of  glycerine,  carbolic  acid,  and  iodine. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Johnson  remarked  that  the  pmritus  is  frequently 
some  distance  from  the  seat  of  the  cause  giving  rise  to  it,  as  at 
the  termination  of  the  mucous  canal. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  thinks  this  idea  is  the  correct  one;  be  thinks 
the  case  is  suffering  from  gastric  irritation,  manif«stiug  itself 
near  the  anus.  Said  the  trouble  may  be  brought  about  by  the 
excessive  use  of  tobacco  or  alcoholic  stimulants,  in  a  subject 
where  there  ia  a  want  of  nervous  tone,  as  the  result  of  protracted 
nervous  irritability.  Said  the  trouble  is  rarely  local;  rarely  will 
local  remedies  relieve  it. 

Dr.  Rauschenberg  is  inclined  to  think  it  exists  as  an  indepen- 
dent lecal  disease.  Has  seen  cases  that  were  perfectly  healthy, 
and  no  cause  discoverable,  and  still  there  was  pruritus.  Thinks 
this  case  is  not  produced  by  distant  irritation,  but  by  local  irri- 
tation of  some  kind.  Thinks  it  is  a  perversion  of  nervous  action 
at  this  point.  Cured  one  case  by  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate, 
followed  by  powdered  camphor  and  calomel,  equal  parts;  having 
received  the  idea  from  a  source  unknown  at  present 

Academy  adjourned. 
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Cabe  XXXIV — Preubyopia  {/ar-tnghlednean)  corrected  by  gla^ea. 
3.  W.,  colored,  cook-woman,  Atlanta,  set.  forty-eight,  complains 
that  she  is  anable  to  do  fine  wort,  or  to  distiDctl;  see  objecta 
that  are  cloee  to  btir,  each  as  reading  and  aewitig,  or  att«ndiDg 
to  some  of  the  minuter  duties  connected  with  her  avocation;  and 
vhen  she  forces  herself  to  continue  the  effort,  at  reading,  for 
instance,  she  finds  that  the  e>es  begin  to  weep  and  bom 
sUghtly,  and  in  a  short  while  the  letters  or  objects  become 
blurred  or  dimmed,  and  tihe  is  forced  to  give  np  the  work  for  the 
time,  by  reason  of  the  extremely  unpleasant,  if  not  painful,  sea- 
satioQ  that  ensues  in  the  eye-ball  itself.  After  resting  the  eyes  ' 
for  a  variable  time,  she  is  again  abl«  to  resume  such  work,  to  be 
in  tDTD  compelled  to  suspend  the  use  of  the  eyed  for  the  some 
reasons  before  mentioned.  In  threading  a  needle,  she  says,  she 
notices  that  every  year  it  must  be  pushed  farther  and  farther 
from  her,  in  order  for  her  to  see  its  eye;  and  now  the  needle  is 
placed  so  far  off  that  it  is  impossible  for  her  to  thread  it 

Ophtbalmoscopiuully  and  esteruully  examined,  there  U  no 
trace  of  disease,  the  structiireB  being  in  a  very  healthy  condition. 
The  trouble  is  known  as  presbyopia,  and  is  the  result  of  age. 
tJpon  an  average,  at  about  the  forty-fifth  year  the  cornea  begins 
to  flatten  and  the  lens  to  harden  (retaining  its  transparency), 
aa  well  as  also  to  become  a  little  flatter;  the  ciliary  muscle 
begins  to  weaken,  and  the  humours  of  the  eye,  to  some  degree, 
lose  their  refiactive  power.  This  gradually  increases  year  by 
year,  until  the  individual  is  forced  to  seek  assistance.  The  result 
of  these  changes  is  that  the  ciliary  muscle  is  unable  to  render  the 
lens  sufBciently  convex  to  bring  the  rayu  of  light  to  a  foCus  npon 
the  retina,  without  wbich  the  vision  cannot  be  perfect 

The  treatment,  then,  consists  simply  in  assisting  nature,  and 
this  is  done  by  adjubting  convex  glasses,  of  suitable  strength,  to 
the  eyes,  thus  euuDliug  them  to  locus  the  rays  where  they  nor- 
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Dally  beloDg,  viz,  upon  the  retina.  It  is  generally  considered 
that  presbyopia  begins  when  the  near  point  (the  nearest  point  at 
which  fine  print  can  be  oonTeniently  read)  is  removed  farther 
than  eight  inches  from  the  eya  According  to  this  we  have  an 
easy  way  of  estimating  tbe  number  of  the  desired  elass.  For 
inatance,  tbe  person  can  read  print  only  at  sixteen  inches;  then 
1-8 — 1-16=1-16,  the  number  of  the  glass  which  enables  her  to 
read  at  the  normal  distance,  eight  inches.  By  this  formula  we 
can  always  estimate  the  proper  glass,  provided  there  is  no  com- 
plication. It,  is  best,  however,  to  commence  always  with  a  still 
weaker  glass  than  the  calcnlation  shows,  and  then  gradually 
increase  as  the  necessity  demands. 

Glasses  should  be  worn  as  soon  as  the  presbyopia  msnifesta 
itself.  It  is  a  mistake  to  put  off  wearing  them  as  long  as  possi- 
ble, wbich  advice  is  always  given  by  the  general  practitioner,  not 
«onverBant  with  the  troubles  that  may  follow  tbe  non-use  of 
them. 

The  patient  was  supplied  with  a  weak  convex  glass  (No.  40), 
.  snd  told  to  report  again  if  she  had  tronble.  Nothing  more  haa 
been  heard  from  her. 

It  is  extremely  seldom  that  negroes  call  for  the  use  of  glasses, 
eimply  from  the  fact,  I  suppose,  that  tbey  have  comparatively 
iittle  necessity  for  the  exercise  of  their  eyes  upon  very  minute 
objecta 

Case  XXXV— Jcufe  Caiarrh  of  the  Middle  Ear.  Cure.—V.  A-, 
tet.  seventeen,  Atlanta,  took  cold  several  days  ago,  and  to-day 
comes  for  relief  from  a  gradually  increasing  deafness.  There  is 
a  constant  roaring  or  buzzing  in  the  ears,  and  a  feeling  of  fulness, 
with  a  very  unpleasant  sensation  in  tbe  interior,  now  and  then 
Amounting  to  severe  pain,  extending  even  to  all  tbe  surrounding 
parts.  The  hearing  has  gradually  diminibhed,  until  he  can  now 
only  bear  very  loud  conversation.  Upon  examination  with  the 
mirror,  the  drum  membrane  is  found  to  be  slightly  bulging 
into  the  external  canal,  and  has  to  a  great  degree  lost  its  bril- 
Haucy.  There  is  evidently  some  secretion  in  the  cavity  of  the 
tympanum,  produced  by  the  inflammation  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane lining  it.  The  patient  has  also  pharyngitis,  and  tbe 
inflammation  has  traveled  from  the  pharynx  along  the  eustachian 
tabes  into  the  middle  ear,  and  thus  set  hp  the  present  trouble. 

Strong  gargles  of  alum  and  chlorate  potash  were  prescribed, 
to  be  used  alternately  and  frequently  during  the  day,  in  order  to 
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reliere  the  phsrjngitiH,  and  bis  bowels  kept  in  rather  aloose  con* 
dition  for  Beversl  daja.  Hot  mnstard  foot  baths  were  also 
direoted  to  be  naed.  Locallj,  warm  water  with  morphine  was 
poured  into  the  ear  everjfhonr  or  two,  keeping  it  ap  for  ten  or 
fifteen  miDntee  at  a  tim&  The  eustachian  oatbeter  was  ased 
onoe  daily  and  air  thrown  into  Uie  tympanic  cavity,  and  when 
the  pain  became  ii]teD8e,imorphme  was  osed  hypodermically. 
Under  this  treatment  the  patient  recovered  in  about  one  weak, 
without  suppuration  of  the  ear,  and  a  complete  reatoration  of 
hearing. 

CimXKXyi— Double  Slrabixmus—Operation.—'E.  T.,  tet.  Bonn, 
had  inflammation  of  the  eyes  when  quite  young,  which  reaalted 
in  small  corneal  opacites,  covering,  to  some  degree,  the  pupils. 
There  is  in  the  left  eye  a  central  capsular  cataract,  and  a  periphe- 
ral cataract  in  the  right.  Nystagmos  (a  dancing  movement)  la 
present  in  both  eyes,  which,  in  my  experience,  ia  invariably  on 
evidence  of  a  defect  of  vision,  originating  in  some  trouble  in 
the  interior  of  the  eye. 

The  strabiamns  began  when  the  child  was  about  two  years 
old,  evidently  produced  by  the  slight  central  opacity  on  the  lens, 
flaosing  an  effort  to  see  to  one  sids  or  the  other,  thus  producing  %. 
turning  inwards  of  the  ball& 

Chloroform  was  administered,  and  the  internal  rectus  of  eaoh 
eye  divided  at  its  iust^rtiun  into  the  ball,  after  making  an  opening 
through  the  coujauctiva  directly  over  this  point. 

Cold  salt  water  was  applied  b'eqnently  during  the  day,  and  in 
the  course  of  ten  days  all  Boreness  and  blood-ahot  appearance  of 
the  conjunctiva  had  disappeared.  As  the  mnscles  re-inserted 
themselves  into  the  sclerotic,  the  left  contracted  slightly,  so  as  to 
again  turn  the  eye  inward  to  a  very  alight  degree.  This  will  very 
probably  neoesBitate  a  second  operation.  In  a  majority  of  such 
oases  I  find  a  second  and  sometimes  a  third  operation  necessary; 
but  each  case  ought  to  be  made  a  success,  if  both  the  patient  and 
physician  have  courage  and  patience  enough  to  carry  the  treat- 
ment thuB  far. 

The  vision  in  this  case  has  been  already  very  much  improved, 
it  having  been  materially  diminished  by  the  turning  in  of  tha 
balls. 

Cask  XXXTII — Temporary  Obdruction  of  Ihe  £u8iachian  Tuim^ 
mnd  Middle  Ear  Oalarrk,  the  resuU<^'  a  Cold — Care. — C.T.,  colored 
vomon,  set.  forty,  Atlanta;  has  taken  cold,  producing  a  severa 
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aonte  naso-pharfngitis,  nhich  has  lasted  for  several  days.  To- 
day abe  complains  of  an  almost  intolerable  roaring  in  the  left 
ear  with  general  headache,  and  an  acute  pain  in  the  interior  of 
the  ear  whenever  she  talks.  There  are  also  some  of  the  conati- 
tntional  symptoms  usual  in  oases  of  severe  cold.  In  the  external 
aaditorj  canal  a  small  accnmulatlon  of  cerumen  exists,  and  the 
membrana  tympani  presents  a  slightly  congested  appearance. 
The  mncons  linin^^  of  the  eostachian  tubes  is  considerably  swol- 
len, making  it  difSoalt  to  enter  even  a  small  catheter  into  their 
pharyngeal  openings,  and  air  is  forced  along  their  tract  with  a 
very  great  deal  of  tronble.  Her  hearing  is  very  materially  dimin- 
ished. 

She  was  treated  by  iodine  inhalations  twice  daily,  to  rednce 
the  naso-pharyngitis,  and  the  swelling  at  the  mouth  of  the  ea- 
staohian  tubes.  The  simplest  manner  of  taking  these  inhalations 
is,  to  pour  twenty  to  thirty  drops  of  the  tincture  of  iodine  into  a 
onp  of  very  hot  water,  and  inhale  the  steam  arising  from  it, 
heating  it  again  and  again  in  order  to  get  the  nse  of  the  ateam. 
A  strong  gargle  of  chlorate  potash  was  also  used  frequently 
during  the  day.  By  means  of  the  syringe,  the  external  auditory 
canal  was  cleansed,  and  the  cavity  of  the  tympanum  and  the 
eustachian  tubes  were  opened  by  the  daily  use  of  Politzer's  method 
of  inflating  the  ear. 

In  the  course  of  ten  days  she  had  recovered  entirely,  with 
good  hearing,  and  was  dismissed. 

Case  XXXVIII— i>e(/negs  of  Tvidw  or  Fifteen  Tears'  Duration 
from  Tnapvsnaied  Cerumen — Compt'-le  BttsU/ration  of  Hearing  upon 
the  Semoval  of  the  Wax. — Mrs.  E.,  tet  thirty,  Decatur,  (Ja.;  Bays 
that  her  hearing  began  to  fail  perceptibly  about  fifteen  years  ago, 
increasing  more  and  more  every  year  until  she  conld  only  bear 
very  loud  conversation  close  to  her.  The  hearing  power  has 
remained  in  this  condition  for  the  last  twelve  years,  varying  but 
little  while  anffering  from  cold  or  recovering  from  it.  The  watch 
haa  to  be  placed  within  half  an  inch  of  the  anricle  to  enable  her 
to  hear  its  ticking.  Sbe  suffers  no  pain  aboat  the  ears,  the  only 
trouble  being  the  deafness. 

Upon  examining  the  ears  with  the  otoscope,  the  external  andi- 
ioTj  canals  were  found  to  be  almost  filled  with  extremely  hard- 
ened wax;  so  hard,  indeed,  that  being  touched  with  a  probe,  it 
imparted  the  sensation  and  feeling  as  though  a  very  solid  body, 
as  stone  for  instance,  had  been  met    The  mass  was  so  firmly 
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impacted  io  the  canals  that  it  waa  immoTable,  and  preaeDted  tib* 
eame  appearance  tbat  is  uanal  in  such  troubles^  viz:  a  -rerj  black 
or  dark  amber  color. 

A  strong  solution  of  bicarbonate  of  soda  and  glycerine  wm 
prescribed,  and  she  was  directed  to  fill  the  canals  with  it  foar  or 
five  timea  dnily.after  heating  to  a  milk-warm  state,  and  allow  it 
to  remain  in  the  ear  five  to  ten  minutes  before  turning  it  OQ^ 
after  which  a  piece  of  cotton  was  to  be  placed  in  the  canal,  in 
order  to  keep  in  the  moisture.  After  keeping  this  up  for  several 
days  to  soften  the  wax,  the  ears  wf!re  syringed  and  immense 
quantities  of  it  were  brought  away.  On  account  of  the  hardness 
of  the  wax,  this  treatment  had  to  be  kept  op  for  ten  days  or  two 
weeks  before  most  of  it  was  removed,  when  the  canals  were  seen 
to  be  filled  with  detached  epidermis.  This  was  removed  with 
forceps,  and  presented  a  complete  cast  of  the  auditory  canal  and 
of  the  external  surface  of  the  membrana  tympani.  After  the 
removal  of  these,  she  complained  that  "she  beard  too  much"^ 
that  the  sounds  were  painful  to  her — no  doubt  due  to  sensittT^ 
tiess  of  the  drum-heads.  A  little  cotton  in  the  ears  relieved  this. 
In  testing  her  hearing,  a  day  or  two  later,  the  watch  was  heard 
more  than  two  feet  from  either  ear,  and  a  very  Jow  whisper 
could  be  heard  acroHs  the  room  from  her. 

She  was  disojissed  with  the  injunction  to  keep  her  ears  washed 
ont  once  a  month. 

Tbus  was  severe  deafness  of  twelve  or  fifteen  years'  standing 
produced  by  an  ticcumulation  of  wax,  and  thus  was  hearing  en- 
tirely restored  by  the  softening  and  removal  of  the  wax  bj 
syringing. 


^m  iBxc'Hmp^. 


CoMunNiCABiLiTT  OF  DiPHTHBKiA. — By  P.  B.  Pumyea,  M.  D., 
hnJayiown,  N.  J. — Is  diphtheria  contagious,  is  a  question  now 
often  asked  the  physician,  and  his  reply  is  one  of  serious  im- 
portance. 

Were  it  not  for  the  diversity  of  opinion  among  pbysiciona  u 
to  the  communicability  of  this  extremely  fatal  disease,  a  state- 
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ment  of  the  following  facts  would  be  anneceBaary.  The  hietor; 
of  the  origin  ftod  progreas  of  diphtheria,  now  in  mj  praotioe, 
ahows  its  coutagioos  character,  and  bow  it  may  be  propagated 
and  restricted  (in  so  far  as  a  few  casescan). 

Charles  D.,  and  Mary  K.,  coueins,  were  both  servants  in  the 
same  family.  Mary  E.  was  taken  sick  with  sore  throat,  and  went 
home,  Although  complaining  a  good  deal,  no  physician  was 
oalled  until  ber  only  brother  was  taken  sick  with  sore  throat,  and 
was  hardly  able  to  swallow.  An  inspection  of  his  throat  at  onoe 
revealed  the  nature  of  the  disease,  and  his  subsequent  death 
showed  its  malignancy.  Aa  the  neighbors  were  very  mnoh 
alarmed,  no  one  came  near  tbe  house,  except  an  nucle,  who  vol- 
nnteered  his  services.  He  caught  the  disease  and  communicated 
it  to  his  family.    Three  of  bis  six  children  died. 

On  December  5lh  I  was  called  to  see  Charles  D.,  the  consin 
before  mentioued,  and  ascertained  that  he  had  diphtheria.  As 
he  was  not  confined  to  his  bed,  aud  his  employer  did  not  wish  to 
endanger  his  own  family,  he  immediately  took  bim  home.  Less 
than  two  weeks  subsequently  the  disease  appeared  in  that  family. 
There  were  five  boys  and  five  girls,  and  aa  far  aa  possible  the 
girls  were  kppt  away  from  the  boys.  Not  until  all  the  boys  had 
had  tbe  disease  and  recovered  from  it  did  any  of  the  girls  take 
it  They  now  have  it,  and  one,  the  youngest,  has  died.  The 
oldest  girl  did  not  live  at  home,  but  when  she  ascertained  that 
her  brothers  were  sick,  she  came  home  to  visit  them  and  thus 
caught  tbe  disease. 

These  three  families  live  within  a  radius  of  half  a  mile,  and 
there  ia  not  nor  has  not  been  another  case  of  diphtheria  within 
a  radius  of  five  miles. 

Was  not  the  disease  Id  these  cases  communicated  by  contagion 
and  its  propagation  restricted  by  isolation  ? 

We  may  not  always  be  able  to  trace  the  origin  and  growth  of 
this  insidious  disease.  Sporadic  cases  undoubtedly  occur  as  in 
cases  of  scarlatina.  Sometimes  the  atmoaphere  seems  to  be  so 
loaded  with  the  contagions  miasm  aa  to  produce  an  epidemio. 
Bat  our  inability  to  trace  it  or  its  epidemic  character  doea  not 
diq>rove  ita  contagiousneaa,  no  more  than  it  would  that  of  per- 
tussis or  variola. 

Frof.  Smith,  in  his  work  on  "Diseases  of  Children,"  saya  that 
the  "communicability  of  thia  disease  is  as  securely  established 
aa  almost  any  doctrine  in  pathology." 
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It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  there  ia  Dot  eniirr.  anMumi^ 
of  opinion  among  physicianB  in  regard  to  the  contogiooB  natar» 
of  this  dieeoBe,  and  that  the  people  are  not  taoght  to  Bbon  it  t* 
they  wonld  small-pox. 

When  both  the  profession  and  the  people  acknowledge  and 
appreciate  the  communicability  of  diphtheria,  then  it  may  b« 
more  restricted  and  oar  children  better  protected  from  thia  inB»- 
tiable  monster. 

Rbhoval  cr  A  Gbb*t  Ncudbb  of  Chxbrt-Stoneb  tboh  thb 
Ekctum— %  William  H.  Wentcotl,  M.  D..  of  DorchaOer.—la  Jaly, 
1675, 1  was  called  to  see  a  boy  abont  eight  years  old  who  had 
complained  for  several  days  of  tenesmus,  but  had  passed  nothing, 
except  occasionally  a  small  amount  of  mucus  tinged  with  blood. 
He  had  taken  several  doses  of  cathartic  medicine,  with  no  result 
other  than  severe  griping  and  increased  tenesmus.  The  mother 
stated  that  she  could  not  pass  the  nozzle  of  a  syringe  more  than 
an  inch  into  the  rectam.  I  found  the  bladder  enormoualy  dis- 
tended, and  attempted  at  once  to  introduce  the  catheter,  but  its 
oooree  was  suddenly  arrested. 

Upon  passing  a  finger  into  the  rectum  I  found  it  distended 
with  an  unyielding  mass  of  cherry-atones,  filling  the  whole  pel- 
Tic  cavity  and  pressing  the  urethra  against  the  pubic  arch.  The 
cherry-stones  w«re  so  firmly  glued  together  that  it  was  quite  dif- 
ficult to  separate  them  by  the  finger.  After  abont  one  hundred 
of  the  stones  had  been  removed,  one  by  one,  by  means  of  ordina- 
ry dressing  forceps,  the  boy  passed  a  large  quantity  of  urine. 
Palpation  discovered  numerous  masses  of  the  stones  in  the  largo 
iuteatinee. 

The  next  morning  the  rectam  was  packed  quite  full  again,  and 
tiis  boy  could  not  pass  bis  water.  I  administered  ether,  and  ro- 
moved  all  the  stones  within  reach.  The  boy  soon  nrinated,  and 
ftbont  an  hoar  later  had  a  movement  of  the  bowels,  passing  many 
more  stones,  which  were  not  preserved.  After  a  few  days  the 
boy  was  quite  well. 

The  case  was  reported  some  time  ago  to  the  Boston  Sooiefy 
for  Medical  Improvement,  and  the  stones,  which  were  then  ex- 
hibited (measuring  sis  ounces  and  six  drachms),  have  been  sent 
to  the  museum  of  the  medical  college. — Bodon  JUedicai  and  Sury- 
icai  Journal. 
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SAucruo  Aom  in  Acctk  Bhkuhatisu — By  Charles  P.  Put- 
nam, M.  D. — l)he  Joaruol  for  Februar;  lOtb  lefers  to  the  lately 
pabliBhed  cases  of  rapid  recovery  from  acate  polyarthritic  rhsa- 
tuatism  with  salicylic  acid.  Tbe  followiag  case  is  quite  as  strik- 
ing as  Tranbe'a 

Alice  B.,  five  years  old,  was  thoroughly  chilled  while  sliating 
on  February  Gth,  and  for  aereral  days  after  had  a  hot  skin,  & 
coated  tongue,  aud  no  appetite.  On  the  9(h  she  lay  on  the  bed 
most  of  tbe  day.  On  the  10th  she  remained  in  bed.  On  tbe 
11th,  in  the  morning,  her  pulse  was  120,  her  temperature  (axil- 
lary)  102.7°.  In  the  eyening,  pulse  131,  temperature  103.5.  Dais 
ing  the  latter  part  of  this  day  she  complained  much  of  pain  in 
the  muscles  of  tbe  thigh,  in  tbe  groin,  and  in  tbe  ankles.  She 
would  not  move  her  lower  extremities,  and  could  be  moved  only 
with  great  pain.  Skin  dry.  No  swelling  nor  redness  of  any 
joints  or  of  other  parte  of  the  body.  On  the  12th  the  general 
state  was  as  before;  pulse  120,  temperature  103.  During  the  day 
the  hands  became  painful  and  senaitive,  and  tbe  knuckle-joint  of 
the  third  right-hand  finger  was  slightly  swollen  and  rose-colored. 

On  the  13th,  pulse  130,  temperature  102.7.  She  had  slept 
somewhat,  with  five  grains  of  Dover's  powder,  bat  the  pain  and 
tenderness  of  the  extremities  bad  increased  very  much,  so  that 
the  patient  lay  quite  helpless,  cried  out  when  touched,  and  waa 
moved  only  with  the  greatest  difficnlty.  Host  of  the  joints  of  the 
bands  and  feet,  espeoially  the  joints  between  the  first  and  second 
phalanges  of  the  right  hand  and  foot,  were  swollen  and  rose-col- 
ored.    Movement  of  the  jaw  also  caused  pain. 

Salicylic  acid  was  prescribed,  five  grains  in  wafers  every  hour 
when  the  patient  was  awake.  The  treatment  was  begun  at  two 
r.  H.,  and  eleven  doses,  making  almost  one  drachm,  had  been 
given  at  ten  a.  u.,  next  day.  No  tinnitus  aurium  was  observed 
by  the  patient.  After  the  first  three  doses  there  seemed  to  be 
some  improvement,  for  though  the  physical  appearances  remained 
unchanged,  the  patient's  spirits  were  better. 

After  tbe  aeventb  doae  she  went  to  sleep,  and  was  quiet  most 
of  the  night,  only  waking  often  enough  to  take  two  more  doses. 
In  the  morning  she  tamed  over  in  bed,  moved  the  beddothea 
with  her  hands,  and  wanted  to  be  dressed. 

On  examination  it  was  found  that  the  redness  had  left  all  tha 
joints;  they  could  be  moved  without  pain,  and  only  a  moderate 
oedematons  swelling  marked  the  affected  parts.  Tbe  patient 
eomplained  ouly  of  slight  itohing  of  tbe  bands  and  face. 
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At  tan  A.  K.,  pulse  120,  temperature  101.6.  At  aix  t.  k.,  polM 
124,  temperftture  102.4.  Five  grains  of  saliojiic  acid  were  orderad 
every  two  hoare  during  the  night,  bat  only  three  dosea  wen 
g^Ten,  as  the  patient  seemed  quite  comfortable,  and  slept  On 
the  15th  (forty-eight  hours  after  treatment  begao)  the  tempera- 
ture waH  99.9. — Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  JoumaL 

EiBOOT  m  Pdrpoba  HEMORBBiaiA — By  J.  B.  Rtohardvon,  M.D. 
On  the  2d  day  of  August,  1875, 1  took  charge  of  the  following 
case;  A  lad,  eleven  years  of  age,  who  had  been  dehcate  for  the 
previous  five  years,  but  the  subject  of  no  known  disease,  and  gen- 
erally active  and  sprightly,  bad  exhibited  some  lassitude  for  a 
week.  He  had  been  somewhat  exposed  from  bathing  in  a  creek 
during  a  visit  to  the  country  ti^n  days  before.  Upon  careful  ex- 
amination I  found  temperature  in  axilla  to  be  102;  pulse  110; 
appetite  capricious;  palpitation  of  heart  and  some  fugitive  pains 
in  chest  and  jointa;  the  tongue  was  slightly  furred,  and  two  or 
three  hsemic  sputa  were  found  on  its  surface,  which  were  lender 
and  bled  upon  beiug  touched.  I  also  found  hesmic  spots  on  legs, 
thighs,  and  body,  some  of  which  were  larger  than  a  silver  dollar. 
The  patient  bad  been  chilly  the  evening  before.  I  ordered  fifteen 
grains  of  quinine  in  iive  doses,  repeated  at  intervak  of  threo 
hours.  As  the  bowels  were  somewhat  costive,  I  aUo  gave  him  a 
mild  aperient  of  calomel  and  comp.  ext.  of  colocynth. 

The  next  day,  August  3d,  I  found  the  purgative  medicine  to 
have  acted  efficiently,  and  the  quinine  exhibited  no  special  effect. 
Fresh  htemic  spots  were 'discovered,  while  those  observed  on 
yesterday  had  become  paler.  1  now  gave  him  a  mixture  contain* 
ing  gallic  acid,  aromatic  sulphuric  acid,  and  tincture  of  cinna- 
mon, in  water,  in  free  doses  every  two  or  three  hours.  Lemonade 
and  acid  fruits  were  allowed  ad  liinluM. 

August  4tb — Found  several  new  hiemia  spots  on  shoulders 
and  chest.     Treatment  continued. 

August  &th — The  heemic  spots  in  various  parts  of  the  body 
had  increased  in  number  and  size.  Finding  the  patient  more 
prostrate,  and  the  hsemic  spots  so  much  increased  that  I  feared 
the  advent  of  hemorrhage,  I  determined  to  give  him  ergot,  with 
a  view  of  forestalling  this  result.  1  gave  twenty  drops  of  the 
fluid  extract,  repeated  every  four  hours. 

August  Gth — Fewer  new  spots.    £rgot  continued.  . 

August  7th — No  new  spots. 


b,Googlc 


August  8th — No  new  epnts.  Ergot  coutiimecl;  dose  at  inter- 
tkIb  of  eight  hoars,  aud  to  this  treatment  I  added  one  grain  and 
a  half  of  iron  by  hydrogen  three  times  daily.  Daring  the  period 
I  was  giving  the  ergot  tbo  pulse  gradually  diminished  in  fre- 
qaenoy  from  110  to  the  minute  to  90,  the  temperature  of  axilla 
also  falling  from  102  to  the  normal  standard. 

August  9th — Continued  ergot  aud  iron.  Patiant  maaifesUy 
better,  with  appetite  for  food;  pulse  90;  temperature  normal; 
biamic  opota  fading  and  no  new  ones  appearing. 

Aagaat  10th — the  patient  still  improving.  I  ordered  th» 
e^ot  and  iron  to  be  diacontianed.  After  this  date  I  directed 
small  doses  of  cod-liver-oil  emalsiou,  also  comp.  tinot  of  cinchona 
with  nitro- muriatic  acid. 

On  the  17th  of  Angust  patient  appeared  to  be  ia  his  osual 
health.    The  remaias  of  purpuric  spots  were  bat  faintly  risible, 

January  25,  1876 — Family  report  health  good. 

The  underlying  conditions  which  give  rise  to  purpura  are  not 
known,  and  I  cannot  of  course  say  that  they  were  modified  by 
the  use  of  ergot.  Certainly,  however,  within  thirty-six  to  for^- 
taght  hours  after  its  exhibition  no  fresh  hiemic  spots  appeared, 
while  under  the  use  of  gdltic  acid,  etc.,  there  was  no  apparent 
improvement. 

I  was  induced  to  try  the  remedy  from  a  knowledge  of  ita 
physiological  action  upon  the  blood-vessels  and  its  uaefalneas  in 
Torious  hemorrhages.  My  first  object  in  giving  it  was  to  prevent 
threatened  hemorrhage.  Since  I  treated  the  case  I  find  ergot 
mentioned  by  Flint  in  his  practice  as  a  remedy  in  purpura  used 
by  Henock,  of  Germany.  As  purpura  is  a  grave  disease,  I  have 
thought  any  testimony  in  favor  of  a  remedial  agent  worthy  of 
pubUcation.  Certainly,  if  another  case  should  come  under  my 
charge,  I  should  give  ergot  with  some  confidence,  but  not  to  tb» 
neglect  of  other  remedies  which  experience  has  proved  usefoL — > 
Louisviite  Medical  News. 

CALHotm,  St.,  FEBRVAsr,  1876. 
JPr^eseor  E.  S.  Oaillard : 

Dbib  Sib, — On  the  Ist  of  July,  1672, 1  was  called  in  consulta- 
tion with  my  brother.  Dr.  0.  M.  Linthicum,  to  see  a  colored 
woman,  aged  about  thirty  years,  living  near  Sebree  City,  Web- 
ster oouuty,  Eentncky.  Near  a  fortnight  before,  she  had  been  in 
thtoea  of  labor.    She  thought  she  had  gone  to  full  term  of  gesta- 


tloQ,  and  sent  for  an  old  negreBB  in  the  neighborhood.  After- 
words she  had  two  or  three  hurd  pains,  then  labor  oeaeed.  Sh« 
felt  ezhaasted,  reatleu  and  aneasj,  and  gradually  became  an- 
nmic  The  child  had  passed  oat  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen 
instead  of  being  expelled  naturally.  There  was  considerable 
prominence  between  the  nmbilicna  and  pnbic  arch,  over  which 
two  points  of  ulceration  had  already  set  up,  in  the  abdominal 
wall,  through  which  hair  had  begun  to  protrude.  The  woman 
was  in  indigent  circnm stances,  and  we  encouraged  the  ladies  of 
the  neighborhood  to  send  her  good  and  nutritions  diet,  and  we 
provided  her  with  wine  and  brandy,  and  decided  to  operate. 
On  the  sTening  of  the  13th  we  cleared  out  her  bowels  with  a 
brisk  dose  of  epaom  salts  and  ordered  her  to  take  no  food  on  tb« 
following  morning.  We  met  early  on  the  morning  of  the  lith, 
gave  ber  a  full  brandy  toddy,  emptied  her  bladder  by  means  of 
the  catheter,  put  ber  upon  the  table,  my  brother  administering 
the  chloroform.  I  made  an  incision  commencing  a  little  below 
and  tiO  the  left  of  the  umbiticas,  so  as  to  carry  my  knife  through 
the  fibres  of  the  rectus  muscle,  carried  it  down  to  within  half  an 
inch  of  the  pubic  bone,  and  took  from  the  cavity  a  dead  and  par- 
tially decomposed  foatus,  and  a  portion  of  the  aecundines,  the 
most  of  wbicb  bad  been  broken  down  by  suppuration,  a  great 
deal  passing  through  the  opening  at  the  time.  From  all  appear- 
ances the  fcetuB  was  a  full  grown  child  at  full  term.  She  rallied 
well  from  the  chloroform.  -We  dressed  the  wound  with  inter- 
rupted  suture  and  adhesive  stripE,  and  put  her  upon  opinm  and 
fluids  for  seven  days,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  I  met  my 
brother  at  her  house,  and  we  moved  her  bowels  by  clyster.  She 
made  a  rapid  recovery,  not  having  a  bad  symptom  from  the  time 
we  operated.  The  rent  has  entirely  healed,  and  she  does  not 
now  require  any  abdominal  support,  and  does  all  kinds  of  house- 
work and  field  labor.     Respectfully, 

Burns  LiNTBicnii,  M.D. 

A^  An£Bthetio  in  a  New  Fobh — Intbavknodb  Injection  of  Hi- 
Dkati  of  Chloral — Sy  Qeorge  Hoisted  Boyland,  M.  D.,  M.  A.,  eic, 
Baltimore,  Md, — Chloroform  and  sulphuric  ether  boast  of  such 
general  usage  that  it  might  provoke  a  smile  to  lose  many  words 
abont  another  aniesthetic.  Mtivertheless,  every  one  knows  that 
the  exhibition  of  these  drugs  is  by  no  means  without  danger; 
therefore  we  ought  certainly  to  accept  with  pleasure  a  harmleM 
eubeUtntion  in  its  place. 
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Such  &D  one  appears  to  be  the  hydrate  of  chloral  in  its  latest 
method  of  administratioD,  namely:  in  the  form  of  injections  into 
the  veins.  Cuvelier,  Battalion-Sargeon,  dcsaribes,  in  the  Ar- 
chives Medicalea  Bdges,  this  new  procedare  in  the  following  man- 
ner: The  method  of  injecting  medicaments  of  different  kinds 
into  the  veins  is  V>j  no  means  new.  It  was  already  ased  at  the 
time  of  the  Alexandrian  school;  was  soon,  however,  qnito  for- 
gotten, nntil,  through  Ure,  FrofesBoi  of  Physiology  at  Bordeaux, 
it  came  Eigain  into  vogue.  He  employed  now  chloral  only;  in 
order  to  have  a  means  that,  for  major  surgical  operations,  coold 
produce  complete  anaesthesia  for  a  long  Ume.  AJtboogh  this 
savant  obtained  by  his  experiments  only  good  reenlls,  this  method 
of  giving  chlorul  did  not  receive  the  sympathy  of  either  th« 
Academie  de  Medicine  or  the  Societie  de  Chirarge,  of  Paris. 
Deneffe  and  Van  Wether,  who  repeated  the  experiments  of  Ore, 
oame  also  to  the  opinion  that  the  chloral  injected  into  the  veins 
was  a  powerful  annsthetic,  and,  by  much,  preferable  to  <dilo- 
rofbrm. 

The  opposera  of  this  new  method  brought  forward  that  tbrongh 
it  the  formation  of  small  coagnla  which  cause  emboli  was  favored; 
'  also,  that  inflammation  of  the  veins,  as  well  as  entrance  of  air 
into  the  same,  could  very  easily  transpire;  and  mentioned  seve- 
ral other  objections.  But  the  facts  give  a  brilliant  dementi  to 
these  quasi  evils:  In  22  caaea  in  which  the  inira-venoua  ityections 
<^  chloral  have  been  used,  vx  couiU  22  successes. 

The  two  above  named  experimenters  have  laid  before  the  So- 
ciety of  Physicians  of  Gand  a  memoir  in  this  connection,  the 
closing  phrases  of  which  run  as  follows:  "The  question  has  been 
proposed  to  ns,  whether  the  anffisthesia  brought  about  by  injec- 
tions into  the  veins  be  preferable  to  that  produced  by  inhalation. 
We  answer  this  question  to  the  effect  that  the  first  procedure — ' 

1.  Works  surer  and  quicker.  Complete  anssathesia  is  pro- 
duced in  the  shortest  time — 6  to  10  minutes. 

2.  This  inseDsibUity  is  mathematically  ganged,  and,  therefore, 

3.  The  duration  of  the  same  depends  upon  the  size  of  the  in- 
jeoted  dose. 

4.  Never  is  nausea  or  vomiting  produced,  even  when  the  Hub- 
jects  come  from  the  table. 

6.  Sleep  and  anteathesia  are  occasioned  without  a  primary 
ttage  of  exoilalion,  which,  during  the  administration  of  chloroform 
or  other  ansssthetics,  always  takes  plao&    Finally,  with  refer- 
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eaoe  to  the  harmlesmefnt  of  this  method,  it  is  thaa  far  perfect; 
not  the  slif^btest  acuideot  before  or  after  the  iojectioD  has,  as  je^ 
been  observed;  the  same  cannot  be  affirmed  of  chloroform. 

The  bjdrate  of  chloral  should  onlj  come  into  use  as  a  pnrelj 
ohemical,  always  an  ex  tempore  preparation — for  the  reason  that 
it  decomporas  veiy  readily,  aod  then  can  work  in  the  most  barm- 
fnl  manner. 

Having  prefaced  the  above,  we  now  mention  that  Profs.  Y. 
Deneffe  and  A,.  Van  Wether,  of  the  Gaud  University,  have  alreadj^ 
pablisbed  at  Brassels  a  long  brochure  npon  this  new  method. 
Their  work  embraced  34  cases,  in  which,  by  means  of  the  intra- 
venous injection  of  chloral,  perfect  antesthesia  has  been  accom- 
plished. In  all,  this  procedure  has  already  been  employed  in  6S 
cases;  once,  in  consequence  of  syncope,  there  was  a  fatal  termi>- 
nation;  in  4  oaees  bcematuria  or  albuminaria  was  present. 

To  the  just  cited  advantages  of  this  method,  the  authors  add 
this:  that  the  chloral-sleep  lasts  from  one  to  two  days  after  the  * 
injection  and  operation,  and  Ihat,  therefore,  the  sensibility  first 
retnms  at  a  time  when  the  patient  has  long  since  recovered  from 
the  operation  shock.  Moreover,  the  insensibility  can,  withoat 
danger,  be  pushed  to  an  absolute  point,  so  that  the  cornea  does 
not  react  upon  touch,  thus  rendtring  operations  on  and  in  the- 
eye  much  easier  to  perform. 

Although  the  one  case  of  death  casts  a  shadow  upon  oar 
method,  nevertheless,  it  is  probable  that  the  same  will  find  & 
place  in,  and  prove  to  be  advantageous  to  our  surgical  practice, 
if  the  indications  and  contra-indications,  are  precisely  fixed,  and 
the  instruments  bettered  and  rendered  more  simple. 

It  is  enough  for  us  in  this  place  to  have  called  tbe  attentioik 
of  tbe  medical  world  to  an  ausastbetic  in  a  new  form-  Perhaps 
men  will  be  found  to  try  tbe  new  method  upon  animals,  and  alsa 
apon  tbe  human  subject,  and  to  give  their  good  or  bad  results, 
publicly  for  tbe  benefit  of  mankind. 

When  We  Mai  Blbeo  and  When  Wb  Mai  Not  BLEEa — In  aa 
address  in  the  British  Medical  Journal,  by  Henry  Moon,  MD.,. 
F.B.C.P.,  Physician  to  the  Sussex  County  Hospital,  the  writer 
Mys: 

In  therapeutics  there  has  been  an  immense  improvement.  I 
vill  only  take  one  instance  amongst  many  others,  that  of  blood- 
letting.   During  my  apprenticeship  at  n  large  London  institutioa^ 
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mytldet  etuplojmmk  horn  daj  to  day  wm  to  bleed  ud  eOp  tiMM 
pciieitto  «bo  had  bem  mad  hj  tbe  pbjsuuae  and  BorgMM. 
BlM>d46ttii)g  WM  tbcn  need  m  a  remedj  wbeoerat  tbere  ma  aa 
iaaginao  of  the  temperatara  and  a  qnuAeniag  of  the  pnlaa;  ao^ 
Joabtloea,  tbia  indtacriBunate  urrational  apfdieatkiiL  of  ao  bold  » 
reaMdj  daabojwd  ^oaaanda  of  Inea  awmaUy.  In  aama  oaaai^ 
however,  Uoed-letting,  with  tbe  ligbt  of  modarD  aouDoa^  is  aUl 
ft  Taaaady  of  great  pntoUoal  aaetalnsas. 

'W«  may  Ueed  io,  for  isstuioe,  cerebri  heoioirhage,  if  the 
impolBe  of  the  heart  be  strong,  and  iU  aomds  lend;  if  the  pslaa 
be  ragalar,  and  no  ai^a  of  eommeBmog  cedema  of  the  longa  ^ 
iat,  we  should  bleed  withoat  delay.  Here  a  jadidooa  tima^ 
bleeding  may  prereat  the  eztensioa  of  the  par^jite  Eron  the  oai^ 
•bntm  to  the  mednlla  obkaigata,  which  ia  essential  to  life. 

In  order  that  aa  mnch  arterial  blood  as  possible  may  eater  ihs 
brain,  we  mast  try  to  facilitate  the  escape  of  Tenons  blood,  with- 
oat, however,  diminishing  the  propelling  powers  too  mnob. 

We  may  not  bleed  when,  on  the  contrary,  the  heart's  irapolaa 
ia  weak,  the  poise  irregalar,  and  rattling  in  the  trachea  baa 
already  began ;  we  may  be  almost  oertiun  bleeding  will  do  harm, 
since  the  action  of  the  heart,  which  is  already  weakened,  wonld 
be  still  more  impaired,  aod  the  amonnt  of  arterial  blood  going  to 
the  brain  wonld  be  thns  still  more  decreased.  When  Uieee  con- 
ditiona  occar,  the  indicatioiis  reqare  jnst  the  opposite  treatment 
in  spite  of  the  original  disease  being  the  same,  and  being  doe  to 
the  aame  causes.  Here,  by  the  ose  of  stimalaiita,  we  most  sfariT* 
to  prsTent  paralysis  of  the  heart ;  frictiona,  sinapisms,  wine,  ether, 
and  mask,  instead  of  bleeding,  are  called  for. 

Wa  may  bleed  in  acnte  oroapoos  pneamonia,  whan  the  poai^ 
monia  has  attacked  a  rigoroaa  and  hitherto  healthy  p«raon,  t^ 
ia  of  recent  oocorrenoe,  the  temperatore  being  bi^ier  than  1<^ 
df^.  Fahr.,  and  the  poise  rating  at  more  than  120  beaia  19^^ 
miUnita.  Hers  danger  only  threatens  b^on  the  Tiolanoe  Qf.4« 
feT«r  i  and  a  free  veneaection  will  redt^  tha  tamparatnrs^  $a^ 
lasaan  the  fireqaency  of  the  polasi  In  those,  howerar,  who  ai* 
already  debilitated,  bleeding  increases  the  dangers  of  ezhaostioiv 
Shonld  the  fever  in  pneamonia  be  moderate,  blood-letting  is  ik4 
iadtcatad,  »T«n  in  healthy  and  rigoroas  indiridoala  It  cao^at 
eat  tha  fever  abort ;  indeed,  the  fever  is  mora  apt  to  poraist,  A- 
thoo^  in  a  aomawhat  naze  modaiate  degree ;  ao  that  Uia  eft* 
ToL  XnL-MolL-iS. 
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■HMaA  pfttient  ii  thrown  into  graater  duiger  th&n  if  he  had  to 
pMM  tbroi^h  a  more  Tiolent  fever,  bat  with  nnredooed  stieng^ 
We  ma;  bleed  in  flnzion  of  the  long,  arinnfr  from  ezeeMare 
eardiao  action  threatening  life.  The  remit  of  a  blood  Teneaeo- 
tion  here  is  aatoniahing ;  aa  soon  aa  the  volnme  of  blood  haa 
baooma  leasened,  the  pressnre  diminiahea  in  the  arteriea  (aa  it 
dependa  upon  two  foroes :  first,  the  energy  of  the  oardiao  eoD- 
tractiona ;  aeoondlj,  the  foUneaa  of  the  cavitiea  of  the  heart). 
The  patienta  often  breathe  more  freely  during  the  operafiMi,  the 
bloody  foam  wbiofa  thej  were  expectorating  vanishea,  and  life 
ma;  be  reseaad  from  the  fireateit  dangers,  by  aid  of  the  pfajHr 
(nan. 

So,  alao,  in  collateral  fluxion  of  the  long  (acnte  hypemmia) 
doring  the  oonrse  of  acate  pneumonia,  planriay,  or  pneumothorax 
we  may  bleed.  Here  a  lotge  part  of  the  dyspncea  dependa  upon 
the  OYerAlling  of  the  oapiUarira  and  BweUiog  of  the  vemdea  in 
the  portions  of  the  lung  unaffected  by  the  ioflammation. 

^len  patiuita  die  in  the  first  stages  of  pneomonia  or  pleurisy, 
or  shortly  after  the  air  baa  penetrated  into  the  pleoral  aao  ai^ 
oomprMsed  the  lung  (pneumothorax),  they  die  of  collateral  flax- 
ion  (hyperemia)  and  collateral  oadema.  If  collateral  flaxuat 
threatens  life  during  the  progress  of  these  diseases ;  if  the  patient 
be  attacked  with  intense  dyspncsa,  and  a  moist  nde  become  an* 
dible  ;  if  the  sputa  become  aeroos,  the  danger  ia  imminent  Then 
pay  no  regard  to  the  small  poise,  or  rather,  look  npoD  it  as  a  new 
reason  for  bleeding ;  for  thereby  the  force  of  the  heart  is  dimia- 
iahed,  the  pressure  in  the  arteries  of  the  hypenemio  parts  of  the 
lungs  is  also  reduced ;  the  oapUUrics  are  less  full ;  the  transuda- 
tion of  serum,  which  was  threatening,  or  had  already  set  in,  does 
not  occur  or  ceases ;  and  here,  too,  we  often  see  the  patient  breathe 
more  freely  and  deeply  when  the  blood  is  flowing. 
'  Since,  however,  in  by  far  the  greater  number  of  cases  vene- 
-aection  has  an  uubvorable  effect  upon  the  main  disease,  by  iu- 
'creasing  the  danger  from  exhaustion  and  impoverishment  of  the 
blood,  we  ehoald  not  be  led  aatray  by  these  striking  instantane- 
ooa  results,  bo  as  to  bleed  without  necessity ;  that  is  to  say,  unless 
•life  be  threatened.  Should  cedema  threaten  in  the  coarse  of  dia- 
ease  of  the  heart,Jmmediate  danger  to  life  may  demand  a  dimi- 
iiation  of  the  volume  of  tbe  blood,  and  the  relief  consequent  on 
-reneaeotioa  ia  osually  beneficial 

The  blood  of  persons  of  long  standing  disease  of  the  heart  ia 
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armio  ConoM  n  xbi  TBunuvr  or  OiDynfu. — ^Dv.  TboMV 
<A.  Uorton.  of  FhiU4elpbi»,  ymim  to  thy  Uedictl  Timet  tluth*- 
hai  QMd  B^ptia  cotton  witli  exoelUnt  nanlti  in  •  niuab«r«tf' 
wnni  of  diaoharge  from  th«  ears. 

The  •tjptio  oottoa  ui  prepared  •«  foUoara:  Zak«  «  n^  o<  fin* 
jewelar'B  cotton  and  thoronghl;  aatoiate  in  a  mixture  of  \tt\t\mV0 
iolation  of  Uie  Bnbsalphata,  of  iron,  dilated  with  two  paeta  «C 
water;  let  it  stand  i»  the  mixttnra  lor  forty-aiglU  boon;  pmattiw 
liquid  out,  and  dij  in  a  warm  room,  than  pick  ot  caed  oat  «a 
Ane  shreda.  It  is  better  to  make  it  in  bbkU  gaantitia^  aa  tkwft 
aeema  to  be  some  ehanffe  ffi  the  ootton  whan  kept  for  anj  1< 
of  time,  loung  its  iaxtore  and  breakii^  np  in  a  fine  powder  « 
handled,  Ibos  rendering  it  nnfit  Cor  application.  Zn  the  a 
cited,  ttie  first  ping  w%b  nemoTed  the  dar  following  ita  im 
showing  a  healthier  condition  of  the  neatoiu  wiUi  markad  b*>t 
■ening  of  tfae  discharge;  all  the  p«8  was  absorbed  bj  Ae  oottoa, 
which  left  the  dram  and  canal  qoite  clean;  at  the  end  of  ths 
first  week  onlf  a  slight  moisture  remained,  and  in  a  fertaight  tb» 
core  was  complete,  and  has  so  oontinned;  the  opening  in  ttA 
^mpanom  closed  np  at  the  same  time.  i 

Enoonraged  b;  saoo«^  in.tbja  instance,  he  haa-siaas  wed  aoi 
other  treatment  in  a  Tei7  large  «pmber  of  oases  (tf  otorahm^  aaA 
always  with  the  same  eicaUeot  j^snlt 

Before  using  the  ooUon,  the  ear  should  eaoh  time  be  Unt^i 
oaghly  cleansed  with  tepid  water,  i^th  a  CaTidson's  mgnagft,  aad 
the  canal  then  wiped  ont  with  oommon.  eotton;  then  a  portion. 
of  the  "  styptic  cotton "  should  be  rolled  upon  an  inatnnMiit 
having  a  Bcrew-sbaped  extremi^  an  illustration  of  which  ao-; 
oompaniea  the  orig^^  article.  The  plog  of  ootton  being  ati 
least  the  length  and  ]ridtb  of  the  canal  and  oacried  in  aaU  tt|» 
plog  rests  close  to,  pot  not  in  contact  with,  the  dmm;  bjr  revwi^ 
ing  the  screw  moTenunt  the  inatn^ment  is  ea|d^  withdnwiC: 
leaving  the  cotton  behind.  ... 

The  first  few  plqgs  sbool^  be  changed  dailjr,  tbea*  toeatiia^ 
to  the  leesening  of  the  diaohacge,  not  ao  &aqti«illy. 

He  haa  not  observed  an;  troable  or  pain  ansa  ifvm  flu  wtih 
of  the  styptic  ootton,  while  it  naoallj,  has  ^  ano4yua  vlfipt.        i 

(In  prepacing  th^  ipQtton,  a  fiTscaqtign  not  nastianad  hj 
Dr.  Norton  eonsista  in  oaref^llj  clffansing  jt  with  aamtio  aDd*** 
xemove  adhereat  oil,  and  snbsaqnent  waifbing  to  get  rid  «f  tiM 
alkali)— J^ew  BmudiM,  Jm.  1876. 


b,  Google 


VUU  MM.VttflLM9Ma.  lOt 

Ozunoinnc  ni  CoDas.— ^}«lniaiikam  m  k  remedy  for  oongh 
ii  advocated  by  Dr.  J.  B.  Thomp^n  is  the  BritiBh  Medical  ^our- 
ful  He  bw  ftdministered  it  reoectly  to  4  large  aomber  of  pa- 
Centt  Boflsring  from  a  pakaonary  Ainoit  (a^  for  example,  ohyonio 
pbthisifl)  aa  a  ooagh  eedative.  The  tinoture  is  given  in  five-nuniin 
*MVB.  When  mneb  brondiid  irritation  exiated.  he  oombined  it 
ivltk  ttroinide  of  ammonia,  tinctare  of  eqnill,  and  ejmg  of  oodeia. 
Be  ilttima  that  hia  reaolts  ahoir  tliat  gelBeminnm  haa  a  marked 
^Mrer  in  aabdning  ootigfa,  tibAt  It  aeta  probably  as  a  nervooB  wd- 
attn,  ttut  it  ia  oaefQ)  when  other  sedativee  have  failed,  Uiat  it 
•ibkni  prodnoea  any  nnpleaaant  general  effsot,  and  that  the  kinds 
«(  eoo^  in  whiefa  it  may  be  administered  witii  advantage  at* 
^mj  ▼•ried.~ir«tfKaI  Bri^. 

Sauodii  nr  Dusbboea. — A/ter  detailing  a  few  oaves  of  aevw* 
jDarrhcaa  treated  with  marked  soooeaa  with  the  above  named 
4ragt  ths  writer  remarks: 

"  It  eombinea  the  tonic  element  of  quinine  with  strong  astrin- 
g«Bt  properties.  In  cases  of  enteric  atony,  especially  in  ohronio 
easee,  from  chronic  diarrhcea  or  other  debilitating  diseaaea,  where 
quinine  ia  inadmisaible  from  its  tendency  to  irritate  the  bowels, 
it  mj  handa  salaoine  has  given  tb»  moat  flattering  reanlts.  My 
•^Mrianoa  has  been  smaU,  and  it  is  the  design  of  this  article  to 
dnw  attention  to  this  subjeet,  that  we  may  have  farther  ligM 
firom  mors  eigerienoed  quartan.  Bo  far,  onr  anthorities,  as  tha 
tHspsnsatoiy,  Stille,  Flint  and  West,  make,  if  any,  the  moat 
•Bisory  notes  of  salacine  aa  a  medicine.  Only  in  B«7nolda'  '6ys> 
tan  of  Hcdioine'  doea  Dr.  Ai^n  mention  it  aa  'a  remedy  whieh 
haa  been  fonnd  very  valaid>le  in  oases  of  ohronio  diarriioea,  where 
«piatas  and  astringents  have  ent&ely  failed.'  Z  always  preeoribsd 
it  in  powdess,  to  be  given  in  sngar  and  water.  Toa  will  be  «ur- 
prised  how  readily  it  will  be  taken  by  the  little  ones;  ran<A  more 
readily  than  qainine,  though  more  bitter.  It  aeema  to  be  a 
pnrer  bitter,  and  one  much  more  acceptable  to  the  stomach.  In 
BO  case  waa  it  ^eeted  till  the  aystem  seemed  satisfied.  It  is  my 
mle  to  continue  ila  administration  for  from  two  weaka  to  two 
montha  after  the  subsidence  of  the  diseaae  proper,  according  to 
the  time  the  diseaae  has  existed.  The  dose  eorresponda  with 
Ibat  ai  t^mmat."— Chicago  Madiai  Jonrndt  and  Mxaminar,  Jam^ 
mufy,  1876. 
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TMBPouBun>TBapicu>  Woklds:  A  DasoriptioD  of  Nfttan  kiidlI«Bin  tha 
FolAi  and  Gqnatotiftl  Begiotu  of  Uie  E»itli.  Bj  Dro.  O.  H&rtwig  kii4 
A.  H.  Qaenmaj.     Poblisbed  by  E.  Nebhat,  Uftditon,  Ofc ;  pp.  Sll. 

Tbia  work  is  desigiied  to  give  a  complete  and  fall  hiBtozy  of 
the  traveU  uid  ioTeBti^tions  of  snob  distinguished  exploran  as 
iiVuiklin,  Hall,  Eane,  Agasaix  and  othen.  It  treBt§  larg^  of 
the  climate  of  both  tbe  polar  and  tropical  world;  the  ohangea 
takiog  place  in  temperatore,  and  the  inflnence  which  svob  cb«age« 
hare  on  man,  both  mentall;  and  physically.  The  work  is  arraoged 
in  neat  style,  illostrated  with  over  two  hundred  engravings,  and 
would  be  a  raloable  addition  both  to  the  libraries  of  the  literary 
and  Boienti£o. 

ZdOTOUa  on  PiBAXsB  ov  thc  KiBTOua*STiTXif.  B;  Jerome  E.  BtawdMy, 
U.D.,  ProfCHOor  of  Psyoologloftl  Uadieiaa  and  DiaMses  of  tbo  Notvooa 
STstom  and  UedioU  fntupradsiioa  in  Uw  Minoari  UeUosI  0(>U*ge; 
PbydoikD  to  8t  Vinoent's  InatitnlioD  for  tlw  Intanei  l»t«  8aperiiit«B- 
deot  of  tba  St  Louis  OoudI;  Inaone  Aajrlnm,  eta.  Beporlod  bj  T.  Biat^ 
U.D.  BeTig«d  and  Adjtad  by  the  author.  Pbiladelpttia:  J.  fi.  lippin- 
oott  ft  Co.    1876. 

This  work  of  476  pages  is  more  particularly  designed  for  tba 
Btodent  and  general  practitioner  who  have  no  time  to  omsolt 
Qie  more  extended  works  upon  the  subjects  of  whioh  it  treats. 
"The  aim,"  as  the  author  expresses  it,  "being  to  present  a  thor- 
ongb  digest  of  the  extensive  field  of  medical  literature  on  the 
aobject  of  nervous  diaeaees,  and  at  the  same  time,  ao  fur  a*  is 
oonsistent  with  sbme  portraiture  of  the  maladies  delineated,  and 
ft  clear  idea  of  their  characteristic  features,  to  avoid  diffuseneas 
of  detail  and  description.  The  book  may  be  had  at  poblishers' 
prices,  at  Philips  &  Crew's,  oomer  Peachtree  and  Marietta  street^ 
Atlanta,  Qa. 

Otdiofsdu  of  TBE  PBixTnoi  ov  MsBiciNB.  Bdjted  by  Dr.  H.  Von  ZeinuasQc 
Profesiioi  of  Clinical  Uedicine  in  Mnnicb,  B«Tam.  Aibert  H.  Boak, 
U.D.,  Naw  York,  Editor  American  Edition.  Wm.  Wood  A  Co.,  27  Oreat 
Jonea  Streat,  New  Tark. 

The  fifth  volume  of  this  valuable  work  has  been  received. 
Upon  the  reception  of  former  volumes  we  have  said  so  much  in 
praise  of  this  great  book  that  an3rthiiig  more  in  this  direction  would 
prove  stale  to  our  readers.    We  will  add,  however,  that  the  teot 
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ia  well  established  that  do  pnblication  within  tlie  past  half  oen- 
toiy  has  been  receired  b;  the  profession  with  sach  unireraal 
AonunendntioD  as  has  the  Ojoloptedia  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine. 
The  fifth  Tolnme  embraoes  the  diseases  of  the  reBpiratoi?  organs^ 
and  is  ezhaoBtible. 

The  chapters  on  oroapaa  pnenmonia,  catarrhal  pneumonia' 
«nd  embolic  pneumonia  are  by  Frof.  Jurgensen,  of  TubingeiL.' 
Those  on  hjpereemia,  antemia  hsemorrhages,  atelectasis,  collapse, 
bypertropbj,  gangrene,  new  formations,  and  parisites  of  the 
longs,  are  prepared  hj  Prof.  Hertz,  of  Amsterdam.  Those  on 
pulmonary  oonstunption  and  acate  milliary  tubaroaloais  by  Prot 
Bnsble,  of  Boon;  whUe  Profl  Bindfleish  has  prepared  the  text 
on  chronic  and  acate  tabeicaloeis. 

TBAKUoiiom  or  Miasnaippi  Sutb  Ukdkul  Ammouiiom.    Pp.  33. 

President,  H.  8.  Oroft,  M.D.;  Vice-Presidents,  B.  A.  Tanghn; 
H.D.,  Oolnmbue;  E.  W.  Hnghes,  H.D.,  Grenada;  W.  H.  Ann- 
stead,  M.D.,  Vaiden;  John  Brownrig,  M.D.,  Oolnmbna;  Perma- 
nent Secretary,  B.  A.  New,  H.D.,  Port  Gibson;  Oorreaponding 
Secretary,  J.  W.  King,  U.D.,  Yicksbnrg;  Treasurer,  J.  A.  Camp* 
ben,  M.D.,  Shuqualak;  Orator,  E.  Q.  Banks,  M.D.,  Clinton. 

Alcohol:  Six  Lectnres.  By  Benj.  W.  Bichardson,  M. A.,  M-IX; 
F.RS.    Pamphlet;  pp.  190. 

Sxans  Ambrioan  Olihioal  Lbotdbbs,  edited  by  SL  C.  SeqaiSi 
]f.D.,  on  Physiologioal  Antagonism  as  applied  l»  treatment  ol 
Febrile  State.  By  Boberts  Bartholomew,  U.A.,  M.D.  Q.  P< 
Pntnam's  Sons.    Pamphlet;  pp.  22. 

TsuiaAonoHB  CoLOBAno  Medical  Sooirty,  Third  and  Fourth 
Annual  Seasiona.  H.  A.  Lemen,  Secretary,  Denver,  Colorado., 
Pamphlet;  pp.  76. 

MBDioo-SnaaiD.u.  Etidbnok  in  New-Bobk  CaiLD.  By  J.  B  Qa^ 
'ion,  M.D.,  Montgomery,  Ala.    Pamphlet;  pp.  6. 

TtuTMSfT  07  SoBomLDEs  (Lupos.)  By  H.  G.  Piffard,  A.M., 
ILD.     Pamphlet;  pp.  11. 

Atboioa:  Its  Canses  and  TreatmenL  By  Wm.  Porter,  M.IX 
Pamphlet;  pp.  16. 
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Stits  Boakd  or  HuLTH. — We  dMJra  agatn  to  o«II  th«  fttfn-' 
don  of  the  medical  profewion  to  the  great  work  vhioh  may  b4 
aooomplished  hj  the  Btate  Board  of  Hoaltb,  bo  srlcoeasfallj  iiiHB- 
gnraled,  provided  it  eaa  have  the  tr^nenl  and  cordial  aopport  of 
the  medical  men  of  the  SUte.  While  the  law  has  oertainlj,  in 
4ar  jadgnaent,  been  seriooslj  impaired  in  ita  force  and  effldeOflf 
hy  abolishing,  as  haa  been  done  b;  the  following  amendmeat 
tMned  at  thd  last  Msdon  of  the  Legislature,  the  oonpolury  ta4- 
ttuw  or  penalty  for  noo-complianoe  with  ita  proridons.  ^nder 
anj  oircnmstanees  ita  ftall  anoceu  waa  dependent  apon  the  apprrt- 
eiirfion  ofita  importanoe  by  thoae  upon  whom  the  dnt;  of  making 
nporta  deToWed.  Thia,  to  a  very  large  extent,  of  course,  rested 
upon  medical  meo,  and  we  do  most  earnestly  urge  apon  the  pro- 
fawifiP  ef  thia  8t«te  not  to  allow  thia  Boat  ofnupioaoaa  faatnr* 
•J  cur  advaacing  ciTillution  to  be  blotted  oat  by  a  faihtn  v^am 
ikmi  part  to  aphold  the  anas  at  ttie  State  Board  of  Healdi  i» 
^na  important  part  of  the  organiaation,  from  whieh  ao  mmdi  o| 
fvioeless  Talne  may  be  realised  with  proper  oo-opeistion  npoa 
the  part  of  the  pbysteiana  of  the  State,  and  witboot  which  «i4 
the  Board  will  be  literally  powerless  to  acoompliah  any  TalnaU* 
zaanlt  in  oonnection  with  regiatratkin.  Hmm  ia,  however,  ona 
redeeming  feature  in  the  amendment  allnded  to,  in  ths  proviakMl 
tut  the  estttbliehment  of  Coasty  Boards  of  Health,  oompoaed  of 
law  physiciana  and  the  Ordinary,  from  which  w»  oaa  Imt  hop* 
aadi  Talaable  aid  may  be  obtaiaed  in  carrying  oat  the  objects  tl 
the  Board  aa  to  lai^ly  compensate  for  the  loss  of  tfae  con^Mi> 
aoi7  featore.  We  hope  that  immediata  steps  will  be  taken  itt 
every  oonnty  in  the  State  to  hare  Hiese  Boards  organised  in  ao- 
eordsuce  with  the  pronaions  of  the  following  amendment,  and 
the  most  efficient  medioal  men,  and  those  only  who  are  determinad 
to  cany  oat  the  law,  will  be  appointed : 

AN  ACT 
"To  amend  an  net,  entitled  an  act  to  create  a  State  Board  of 
Health  for  the  protection  of  life  and  health,  and  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  diseases  in  ttte  Stnte  of  Oem-gia,  and  for  otfaaT 
porposes,  approved  February  2Sth,  IVtB,  and  for  other  palh 
posee. 

**  SsoTioH  1,  Be  it  enacted  by  tfie  Qenenl  AaaenMy  qf  A«  ifitofa 
ff  Qeorgia,  That  so  much  of  the  lltb  seotion  of  the  aet  eotWad 
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Wl  Mt  to  treftto  •  8tet«  BMvd  «f  HMltil,  for  Um  pvetM^M  of  lifa 
«Bd  Iwaltk,  and  to  imTsot  Um  ipraad  of  iliitwi  in  the  Stato  ol 
QooTgia,  aad  fbr  etkor  parpoM^  ■ppeo'vsd  Fobniary  flfitti,  1876^ 
•■  iaqxwM  a  pwaltj  of  tea  doUan  npom  ph^akiaUi  bo  uti  tta* 
MiM  ia  iMnt^  ropMlsd. 

"Sao.  a.  B«  U  furtlur  macted  by  the  authority  ^rmand,  TiuA 
•0  mofifa  of  the  IStti  aootion  of  Mid  act  as  impoBsa  the  penalty  of 
ten  dollan  on  parents  is  also  hereby  repealed. 

"Sxo.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforeaaid.  That 
fcr  making  the  reoord  of  births  and  deaths,  as  now  required  bj 
law,  the  Ordinaries  of  the  seTeral  ooontiea  of  this  Btate  shall  r»> 
fisTe  five  cents  for  eaoh  person  so  registered. 

"Sm.  i.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  Ae  authority  a/oreaaid,  tbiA 
Ooontf  Boards  of  Health  are  hereby  created,  to  oooaiBt  of  tho 
Ordinary,  who  shall  be  ex  officio  a  member  of  said  board,  and  two 
I^aotioiQg  phydoians,  to  beohoeen  by  the  CommissioneiBOf  Boada 
sffid  Bevenae,  in  those  ooonties  where  such  oomdissionera  ara 
allowed  by  law,  and  in  other  ooonties  by  the  grand  jory  of  the 
ffrat  term  of  the  oonrt  held  after  the  passsge  of  this  act,  and  tbo 
term  of  office  of  the  members  of  said  oonnty  boards  shall  be  tba 
Mine  with  Ordinary. 

"  Sso.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforetaid^  That 
the  Ordinary  of  each  ooontf  shall  be  ex-offioio  secretary  of  ttw 
ODOtity  board  for  bia  eoonty,  and  said  board  shall  correspond  with, 
and  report  statistics  to,  the  State  Board  of  Health  through  its 
■ecretary,  giving  special  attention  to  gathering  statistios  in  ae- 
oordanoe  with  the  proriuoDs  of  the  act  of  which  this  is  amenda- 
tory. 

"Siae.  Beit  further  enacted  by  0ieavlhor%ty<foreaaid,TbA 
said  ooan^  boards  shall  have  saperrision  of  the  sanitary  oondl- 
lion  of  their  counties  respectively,  subject  to  the  directions  of  tha 
State  Board  of  Health. 

"Sso.  7.    Bepeals  conflicting  laws." 

Atlxhta  Midioai.  CJollms. — The  Commencement  exeroisaa  oC 
<he  Atlanta  Hedioal  College  came  off  at  DeOive's  Opera  HoueS) 
on  the  erening  of  the  let  of  Haroh,  and,  from  the  Dean's  report^ 
ire  infer  that  the  past  session  has  been  entirely  sstishctoty  ta 
tte  Board  of  Tmstees  and  Faculty.  In  addition  to  the  larg* 
tfaaa  in  attendance  on  the  regular  coarse  of  medical  instraotioo, 
tiw  Fharmaoeotioal  Department  established  two  years  ago  ta 
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beooming  m  prominent  faatorv  of  tfaii  inatitation.  The  Urgtf 
nambet  in  Attenduioe  the  present  seaoion  on  the  phaimBcentioa) 
oontse,  is  the  preateat  evideDoe  of  the  neoeeeitj  of  eoeh  inabQ»J 
tioQ  in  the  Soalh.  In  the  two  departments  there  were  for^ 
eight  graduates,  a  marked  increase  on  the  gradoating  class  of 
the  past  years.  ^ 

ABSTflACT. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Reeve,  in  The  Clinic,  advocates  the  snperior  asfefy 
of  the  ansstbetio  mixture  of  alcohol,  chloroform,  and  ether,  in 
the  proportions  of  1,  2,  3.  He  regards  it  every  way  preferaUe 
to  either  chloroform  or  ether. 

Dr.  Stoddard  reports,  in  the  Detroit  Sevieto  o/  Medicine  and 
Pharmacy,  a  remarkable  case  of  missed  labor.  The  pregnaiu^ 
ocoorred  thirteen  months  prior  to  death;  at  her  expected  time 
labor  pains  came  on  feebly;  the  physician  administered  an  opiate, 
which  quieted  alf  pain.  After  the  lapse  of  "  a  long  time  "  he  WM 
again  called;  the  pains  vrere  now  even  more  efficient  than  before. 
After  waiting  some  time  and  finding  the  pains  dying  away,  ergot 
was  administered  in  increasing  doses  without  effect.  A  week  as 
ten  days  after  the  nse  of  the  ergot,  the  patient  had  a  chill,  and 
from  this  time  forward  the  foetal,  movements  ceased.  In  ooorse 
of  time  nnmerouB  abscesses  formed  and  were  opened  apon  the 
mrface  of  the  abdomen,  and  discharged  large  quantities  of  offen- 
sive pus,  which  was  followed  by  fcetid  sanies  and  septic  poisoning 
antU  the  death  of  the  mother.  At  the  aatopsy  the  ntema  wae 
found  extensively  adherent  to  the  abdominal  wall,  and  filled  with 
the  partially  decayed  remains  of  a  full-grown  foetas.  The  patient 
died  of  exhaofition  and  septic  poisoning,  derived  from  the  decay- 
ing foetus. 

Moral — The  ancient  maxim,  "a  meddleeome  midvrifery  is 
bad,"  should  not  be  allowed  to  frighten  ns  from  the  discharge  <^ 
%  manifest  duty. 

Dr.  Beech,  president  of  the  Southern  Michigan  Medical  Soci- 
ety, in  bis  address  before  that  body,  in  speaking  of  heterologoos 
tumors,  praises  the  deobstruent  powers  of  conium,  and  remarks;: 
"I  should  not  excuse  myself  for  opening  this  subject  did  I  no^ 
express  a  firm  oonviotion  of  the  propriety  of  extirpating  soirrbos 
.and  encephaloid  masses  whenever,  wherever,  and  as  oflea  soever  ■• 
they  can  be  reached.  *  *  There  is  an  honest  hope  of  relief  (of 
%  great  majority,  and  a  certainty  of  cure  for  some,  if  yon  will  no^ 
drive  them  to  despair." 
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Dr.  Carre;,  in  the  Virginia  Medical  Monihly,  ftdrooatM  tti* 
Tetam  of  physicians  to  the  old  practice  of  diepensiDg  their  ova 
medicines  from  their  offices,  and  urges  many  reasons  why  this 
■hoold  be  done. 

Ur.  C.  Lewis  Diehl  states,  in  the  Ajnerican  J'raditioner,  that 
the  leaves  of  India  senna  yield  to  strong  alcohol  the  griping  and 
bitter  principles  of  the  senna,  bat  not  its  purgative  priooipls. 
He  snggests  a  flaid  extract  to  he  made  with  aqneons  menstro* 
nam,  after  the  leaves  have  been  previously  exhausted  by  atronff 
aloohol.  Such  extract  has  but  little  taate  and  does  not  gripat 
It  is  in  nse  in  Louisville,  and  meets  with  favor  from  the  profe»> 
non. 

Dr.  L.  P.  Tandell,  Jr.,  reports  bis  obaervatious  of  the  ooin> 
parative  effects  of  the  sulphates  of  cinchonia  and  of  cinohonidia; 
"  Sulphate  of  cincbonidia  ia  less  bitter  than  sulphate  of  qainia, 
bnt  more  bitter  than  sulphate  of  cinchonia,  and  produoeq  aa 
mnch  noise  in  the  bead  as  sulphate  of  quinia.  Headaohe,  senss 
of  heat,  and  fulness  about  the  head,  disturbance  of  stomaoh,  and 
diynesfl  of  moath  and  throat  are  as  frequent  and  decided  from  it 
u  from  sulphate  of  cinchonia.  As  a  tonic  it  is  not  superior  to 
the  other  alkaloids.  *  *  Id  febrifuge  virtue  it  is  leas  than  half  M 
potent  as  sulphate  of  quinia,  and  a  third  less  efficaoious  than 
sulphate  of  cinchonia.  *  *  It  has  all  the  drawbacks  attaching  ta 
sulphate  of  cinohonio,  and  no  sapetiority  in  any  respect  over  it^ 
while  it  is  nearly  thrice  its  price." 

These  observations  diSer  in  result  from  those  of  some  other 
experimenters,  who  assert  for  the  cincbonidia  a  full  equality  wit]i 
quinia,  and  great  superiority  over  ciDchonia, 

In  the  December  of  the  American  Praclilioner  we  find  an  ez^ 
tract  from  a  report  of  Dr.  D.  W.  Yaudell  to  the  Kentucky  Stat* 
Uedical  Society,  on  ovariotomy,  in  which  he  gives  the  statistias 
of  this  operation  in  the  city  of  Louisville — the  operation  having 
been  done  thirty-six  times,  with  nine  recoveries  and  twenty-seven 
deaths. 

A  colored  woman  at  the  Columbia  Hospital  for  Women  haa 
been  treated  for  diabetes  mellitus  with  salicylic  acid  in  pill,  usinff 
ten  groins  thrice  daily.  She  had  double,  diabetic  cataract,  and 
there  was  fourteen  per  cent  of  sugar  in  the  urine.  Under  tha 
influence  of  the  solicylio  acid  the  sugar  disappeared  from  tb« 
nrine,  and  all  other  symptoms  were  oorrespondingly  relieved. 

The  American  Medical   Weelcly  recommends  that  phyaiciana 
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Mtnra  agaia  to  th«  time-hooorad  ptaotios  of  diqMBS^  Utair 
•wm  prweripttom  to-thmr  paticats. 

In  a  iMtore  apon  abortioii  (JTmNmI  ofuf  SurgieiU  Meport^ 
Vxoi.  Luak  nrgea  the  importance  of  emp^ing  Uie  atertu  mm- 
ylitely  la  all  oaaes.  He  «v«n  inawta  upon  thia  in  ease*  wtUoh 
bave  been  neglected  on*,  two  or  time  weaka,  and  ttie  retained 
•ram  ia  deoompoaed.  He  eondenuu  the  nse  of  phwenta  forceps 
mad  adviaea  the  finger  to  be  introdneed  into  the  nteraa,  vhttak 
t^  oigaa  ia  preaaed  weR  down  within  reach  b;  a  hand  npon  tha 
fcypogaatet. 

Dr.  Steele^  In  the  Paci/to  Jfetficol  tmd  Burgiad  Jounud,  ooa- 
mends  the  Grindelia  Bobosta  aa  a  ipeoifla  in  poisoning  by  riiaa 
tonoodendron.  It  is  applied  locally  in  form  of  bydro-aleofaolia 
fluid  eitoaet  He  also  employs  it  intenially  in  asthma,  rose  etrid 
•■d  hay  ferer,  in  does  of  ten  to  twenty  drops  eyery  half  hoar 
■■til  relief  is  otitsined. 

The  Pae^  defines  the  regulation  of  prostitatlon  by  law  to  ba 
"A.  law  for  the  protection  of  men  from  the  diseases  of  wobob, 
•od  the  exposnre  of  women  to  the  diseases  of  men ;  a  law  to  pRH 
^de  [daees  and  salaries  for  male  inspectoia  and  for  polioe  ott- 
•are;  a  law  to  famish  yonng  men  aa  well  as  married  men  wiHl 
lb*  means  of  gratifying  their  hist  with  impunity;  a  law  to  lowet 
tte  standard  of  pabUc  morals,  to  disoonrage  matrimony,  to 
dinriwish  the  growth  of  popolation,  and  to  inoculate  the  Amati> 
«an  repablic  thoroughly  with  Uie  oostoms  and  vieee  of  the  tM 
world." 

Prof.  Simon,  of  Heidelbnig,  has  recently  devised  a  method  of 
exploring  the  nreter  in  women  by  means  of  both  a  probe  and 
•  small  oathster,  introduced  eren  as  far  as  the  peine  of  the  kid- 
My.  He  firet  dilates  the  oretlira  bo  as  to  admit  of  the  introdao- 
Ikm  <rf  the  index  finger  into  the  bladder,  by  which  the  probe  or 
•atheter  is  guided  into  the  orifice  of  the  nreter.  In  adults  tha 
arethra  may  be  dilated  to  tite  extent  of  allowing  exploration  of 
the  interior  of  the  bhtdder  with  the  finger  without  destroying  iti 
•phiocter  action.  By  his  method  the  interior  of  the  viacua  m^ 
Im  fully  and  moat  satisfactorily  explored. 

Thi  ICsDiou.  AssoouTioK  or  Qxoaeu  will  eoovane  in  its  STtk 
Annual  Session,  in  Augusta,  April  19th.  The  railroads  wiU  pa« 
membata  at  half  rates.  dfismsnaa  7o*b^ 

J.  X.  Joanoa,  Seevelaty.  ^eaideai. 
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